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Every time I see the new Symposium List of 100 Favorite Irises for
the Year, my greatest delight comes by comparing it with the. List of
100 Best Iris published yearly by Robert Schreiner. Each of these
lists has its own merits. The Symposium is by its very nature a national
popularity poll, representing the cumulative experiences and preferences
of iris growers from all over the country. Schreiner's 100 Best, on the
other hand, represents a selection by one very able judge of the 100
best irises, chosen in a cOlnpetitive manner according to color classes.
Needless to say, this selection differs in that the irises so selected are
grown in a single locality by a single person. Without commenting
further on the relative merits of these two lists, I should like to express
the opinion that both are extremely valuable, and it is to be hoped
that they will be continued indefinitely.
As a result of comparing these two lists for 1951, there were two

thoughts which struck me rather forcefully. The first of these was
the remarkable incidence with which the same irises appear on both
lists. In 1951 there were 59 irises which appeared on the two lists
of 100. The second thought was that after considering the 141 varieties
that comprise the combined Symposium and Schreiner's lists, there
are still a good number of equally meritorious irises which are not on
either list. I could not resist the. inner urge to speak out in favor of
these "Dark Horses of Irisdom," which I feel have been neglected,
overlooked, or prematurely discarded by many growers. Perhaps I
err in using the term "Dark Horses" for these irises, for that term would
seem to imply that they are little known, untested, but with latent
possibilities of popularity and recognition; whereas in actuality these
are for the most part well-tested and proved varieties which have
simply failed to attain the popularity and widespread planting they
deserve.
First and foremost among these is our old friend, William Mohr.

Admittedly it difficult to keep "William" growing in some localities,
but that's beside the point. After more than 25 years of existence, this
iris remains one of the all-time greats; yet it has not even received so
much as an Honorable Mention in its recognition. I would hazard a
guess that more individual flowers of William Mohr have been hand
pollinated than of any other single variety in existence, and I predict
that this activity will continue for some time to come. This one iris,
William Mohr, has virtually been the progenitor of a new race of
garden irises. It would seem that the Society should bestow a fitting
honor on this truly marvelous iris.
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