
t; 
;1 

l·l I 
11 
!. , : , , 
I ' 

I: 
Ii 

I 

11 

11 

I! 
I 

I • .. 
I 

Ii 
THE SP ECI ES IRIS STUDY GROUP 

11 1: OF THE AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY · 

!: 

'/ 

l 

J 
II 
i 
I 
I 

I 

1: 
1! ,. 

I 

, 1 
·1 
:: 
j; 
· j .. 
,, 

j ! - =--=-================================================~~======~ 



THE SPECIES IRIS STUDY GROUP OF THE AH~RICAN IRIS SOCI ETY 

October, 1968 - No . 2 . 

CHAIR.NAN: 

OFFICERS OF THE SOCIEI'Y 

B. LeRoy Davidson 911 Western Ave . #200 , Seattle 
Washington 98104 
Phone : (206) SH6 - 2156 

SECRET kRY ~ 
TRE.hSURER 

Mrs. Elizabeth Rowe 588 East End Ave . 9 Pittsburg , 
I llinois 15221 

LI BhRIJi.N: Thomas J . Buckley 

SEED EXCHANGE DI RECTOR: 
Mrs. Ruth Hardy 

Phone : (412 ) 242 - 9673 

6 JJO s . D81Ilen Ave. Chicago, 
Illino is 60636 

296 Hunsaker Lane , Eugene, 
Oregon 97Irn2 

EDITOR: Bruce Richar dson 492 Twenty Rd. E., R.R. 2 , Hannon, 
Onta rio, Canada 
Phone : (416 ) 679- 4636 

O O O O O O O O • 0 o o O O O O O O O 0 

CONT.i.:..NTS 

The Spuria Species IRIS BRlil'JDZh E 

The Landscaping Value of Iris 
The Spuria Spceies IRIS MONNIERI 

SPURIA NEWSLETTER1 

1,pr il 1968 
Bill Gunther 
SPURIJ. Ni:.WSLEI'TER 
J anuary , 1968 

The Spuria Species IRIS NONNIERI Dr . Lee Lenz 
Species Notes Loi s Hale 
J. Message to all I risarieins ~:verywhere Roy Davidson 
Another Se eel Season Roy DE:vi c• son 
Our V2 n i shing 1..me rican Species Roy Davidson 
Questions Please Roy Davidson 
Catalog of Species Sources 
From the Birdhouse 
IRIS TIGRIDII~ 
British Iris Society Spec i e s Group 
Report on the Evansia Section 
Membership List 
Editoral Comments Bruc e Richardson 

0 o O O o O O O o O O o O O • 0 0 0 • 0 

~dited and printed by Br u ce Richardson. 

Page # 

27 
28 

JO 
Jl 
32 
33 
31.J. 
36 
37 
39 
40 
42 

43 
47 
50 

-JI 

,i 
'· I 



TI,E SPUR IA SPECIES IR Is BR AND z A E 

( 'l.ep•-:,<.11,te.d, iW:.th pe.1r.nu,M,fon, 611.om the SpU/1..,(_a Nw6 lettu., Aptul 1968) 

THE SPURIA SPECIES Iw b1t.a.ndza.e HAS AN ATTRACTIVE BLOSSOM, USUALLY OF 
A SLATE-PURP LE CO LOR, WITH FINE VEINING. THE FLOR.AL PETALS ARE NARROW 
BUT RIGID, (V ITH VERY GOOV SUBSTANCE • IN SIZE OF THE FLOWER ANO IN THE 
HEIGIIT OF THE FOLI AGE ANO IN THE HEIGHT OF THE BLOOMSTALK THIS SPEC I ES 
IS ,1.IUCH S,\IALLER THAM THE HYBRIVIZEV SPURIAS ltJITH WHICH WE ARE FAMILIAR. 
SUPERFICIALLY, IN CO LOR ANO IN SHAPE AND I N SIZE , Iw b,'la.ndza.e SEEi.iS 
MUCH LIKE THE LITTLE BU LBOUS Iw Jte.ti.c.utata.. 

I Jt.<.J.i b11.a.nd:a.e. IS INVIGENOUS TO EASTERN ROMANIA , IN THE BALKAN AREA OF 
EUROPE . TH IS SPURIA SPECIES WAS DESCRIBED BY A ROMANIAN BOTANIST NAMED 
IL/LI U rRODAN ( 1875-7959 ) , ANO WAS NAMED BY HIM AFTER PROFESSOR BRANDZA 
( 1846- 1895) . BRANVZA ALSO WAS A ROMANIAN BOTANIST; HE WAS THE FOUNDER 
OF THE ROMANIAN BOTANI C GARVENS LOCATED I N BUCHAREST, THE CAPITAL CITY. 

ROMANIAN BOTANI STS ARE PROUD OF THE FACT 
THAT MORE IRIS SPECIES ARE INDIGENOUS TO 
ROMANIA THAN ANY OTHER COUNTRY I N EUROPE . 

THEY ESPECIALLY TAKE PARTICULAR PRIVE IN 
THE MANY IRISES IN THE BUCHAREST BOTANIC 
GARVEN . AND BECAUSE OF THE VERY SPECIAL 
LINK OF Iw b11.a.ndza.e WITH THAT GARDEN 
IT IS UNDERSTANDABLE WHY Iw b11.a.ndza.e. 
WAS SELECTED TO DECORATE A POSTAGE STAMP 
WHICH COMMEMORATES THE 100th ANN I VERSARY 
OF THE FOUNDING OF THAT BOTANIC GARVEN . 

AN ENLARGED PHOTOGRAPH OF THIS RmMNIAN 
POSTAGE STAMP I S REPRODUCED ON THIS PAGE . 

T,'t-i.,!) b~.etndzae. TS INCLUDED IN THE LIST OF SPURIA SPECIES NAMED IN THE 
SPURT A IR.TS SOITET'I " CHECK LIST" , ltJHICH IS AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF 
THE SPUR1 A IRIS SOCIETY. 

BUT I ti.,!) b'tand:a.e I S -\JOT I NC LUDED I N THE LISTING OF IRIS SPECIES WHI CH 
TS r .~ESE.VTEV BY CHAPITR9 OF THE BOOK "GARVEN IRISES" . THAT BOOK IS AN 
OFtICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE AMERICAN IRIS SOCI ETY ; IT CONTAI NS A HORE 
Ct1'!?1<E:HE1\JS1VE LISTING OF IRIS SPECIES THAN ANY OTHER AIS PUBLICATION . 

THI: FACT THt..T 1/t.t l b.tr.andzae ALSO IS OMITTED FROM CHAPTERS 18 , 22, ANO 
26 OF THAT BC.1e)K , AND FROM APPENDICES A, B, C, & D OF THAT BOOK,& FROM 
Tr/ E IND£3'< OF THAT BOOK , CONCLUSIVELY SHOWS THAT Iw b1r.a.ndza.e. I S NOT 
RECOGNIZED BY THE MIERI CAN IRIS SOCIETY OFFICIALS WHO EDITED THAT BOOK . 

!JURE ~,>£::CI.ILATION, SUGGESTED AS A POSSilH LITY ONLY, I S THAT THE ED I TORS 
CF TH!- Gc.1c.1K "GARDE:\J IRISES" CONSIVER I ,'tb.. b1t.andzae TO BE A SYNONY~I FOR 
I'tc~ Lt 'uunc•vU.. { 7'!..<.,!) b'i.andza.e HAS 2n = 20 CHROMOSOMES ACCORDING TO THE 
RE r:JRT :J F TAR,' AVSCHI; I 'tb.. U11.w11ov.u. HAS THE SAME NUMBE R OF CHR0,1.IOS0,\1£S 
ACCO~~D1 ,\'G Tc1 S H.10,'-JET. ) 
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Fl,m e-r or Total Pla11/? 

The Landscaping 
Value of 
Irises 

by Bill Gunther 

S<111 D1e:::n-l111perial Cn1111tie r 
/ri ,· S nc i!'I _1 

W HE N ANY p:irt icul ar \'a riety 
of iris is mentioned, :my trpi
cal iris society member has a 

··huilt in" response or reJction. His re
.1rnon-Jlrnost invariJblr- is to think 
,1bnut the blossom of that iris. AnJ 
his p;iramnunt consideration is the 
color of the blossom. 

His thought processes have been 
"conditioned." He exaggerates the 
importance of the tlower and he thu.r 
111i11i111iw., the i111pnr1t111ce of 1he f nli
".!.;" n11d nf the l,111d.1c 1pi11g 1·,i/11e of 
the pl,1111 ,u a ll'hn!e. 

The fa ult for th is d isto rtion of per
specti\·e rests wi th the American Iri · 
SociCt)' itself. T his is because the o
,ietr h.1s a congenit.11 affiiction, seem
ingly incurable, which can be c:1 lled 
"exhi bitionitis." T he ch ro nic symptom 
of this affli ction is that the societr
and its members- ern luate e\'ery iris 
for 1hc exhibition \'.Jlue of its Aower 
r.1thcr than for the /mu/ ,rnpe ralue of 
the pl.1nt. 

E\ery yea r the America n Ir is Society 
and its components awarJ thousand· 
nf cups. trophies , cert ificates, :inJ rib
bons f asso rted co lors to \'Uious i rise . 
About 99~;. of these .1w.1rds (mot of 
them are ribbons) are .1 warded at \":lri
ous i ri shows. and the \·as t m:i joritr 
of ribbons go to "specimen stalks." A 
specimen stalk is a sing le bloomstalk 
which beJrs one or mo re blossoms. 
Since these bloom talks usuall}' are 
n:ikeJ of .111 foliage, it is ob\·ious th t 
:i ll the :i. wJ. rJs which go to speci men 
stalks ha\·e no correlation with the 
l.indscape \'alue of the plant from 

Iris pseudncorus photogra phed I~ -..,,.,,,,,, 
Paul Runde 

wh ich thL· ,; t.d k w.1s pl ul'kcJ . 
The 1·crr snull pro1 ortion of ,-\mer

ic.111 Iris ociet}' :1.w.ird ~-hich are not 
gi1·en .it iris shows or exhibi tions _,re 
aw.trded on the basis of guidelines 
which are prescribed by the society in 
its h.mdbook fo r judges. These gui~!e 
lin!.'s gi1e line lip sen·ice to the gar
den \",iluc o f ;rn iri plJnt- but they 
presrnhc " weighting factor ··· for e:1ch 
awarJ which without excep tion .0 11b
or, li11,1te th,, p/11 11/ l o th ,• /lo wer. 

T he re is .1n annua l aw.ud of the 
Americ.111 Iris Society for the t.11 I 
be:irJed iris which h:is the best whi te 
tlo~·er- but there is not an :iward to 
the Lill bc.1rded iris which h.1s the m,i-t 
resist.rncc to the ugly lea f-spo t disease. 
There is .111 .mnua l .1ward for the ir is 
of .,nr cl.iss \I hich h.1 - the best red 
flowcr·- but there i, not an .1ward to 
the i ri-- whi h h.1s fol i.it:e which i - the 
most c1 ergreen the year'" ;1round. There 
is :1 11 AI S ""c11lor cl assi licatio n· · srstem 
by wh ich C\'C ry iris is cf.1 ·si hed; e\'Cr:· 
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l.ist f.1etm c n idereJ in th.It d .bsi11 -
c.uion sptem rel.1tes to the tl11wer. Thl· 
t)·pe nf fol1:1ge and the qu.11111c~ 11f die 
pl:tnt seemin~Jr :tre irrelc1·Jnt. 

The A fS .1w.1rJs srstem h .. 1 · stimu
lJted hrbr idizc rs to ·wo rk cxclusi, el:· 
tnw.1 rcl better tl,)wers . In ,l,1inl! thi,. 
the hybrid12Cr' h,t\·e neglertcd t,; wmk 
t11w.1rd better iz.1rde11 pbnt - hc(.!U>l" 

there has been 11<1 st1111ul.1ti1 r, l,•r them 
to du so. A, .1 result, ;1 sini.m"n n"w 
exists in wh ich hu nd reJ s t,f nt· \\" hr
bri<l irises intrciduced eJch 'l·.1 r h.1{ c 
better tlnwer~ than .1nr wrlJ ~i •t:, 1cs_ 
Out the \ C}!Ct.1ti1·e pnrt ion nf the nc,Y 
introductiun ·- ,m the .1vcr.1i,:e, 1, k,, 
:ittraeti \·e th.111 th.it ,1t the wrhl ,peo~, 
fro m which the hybr ids we re de ri, c, I. 
The fo rcg11ing i'Jr:1gr.1phs Jre \ try ,,11r
poseful. They le:1d up to - .ui. l thL·} 
expl.11n-.1 ,!JCcmt·nt ,,-h,d1 ,, .1111111,1 
unhelie1 .1ble. but which prnh.1hl)· i, 
l'erfecrlr true. IF :\LL THI: IR ISES 
IN TH E WORLD TO[MY \\' rR I' 
JUDCED 0 , THF. 501.E < R!Tl .-



RION OF YEAR-AR( l ': D-LA 1 0-
CAPING VALUE. !T IS PROB 

ABLE THAT THE TOP THR EF. 
A \YI ARDS WOULD BE TO SPEUES, 

The thrtt wild irise which w11uld 
be, try liktl)' to win this 1·ery myth ir.11 
.1w.1rd arc: /ri.r d,111gft1J'i(ll1,1. lri1 r1H,1/t1. 
.mJ Iris p.1,-11,/,,,-nmJ-nnt nece~s.1ri Ir 
in the SC;l!Utnce listed . lnform.11 1011 
.,bout these three spteies follow~: 

/11, d1111.~lmi,11M (pronoun, t J 
"dout!l .1s-ee-.1rt'nuh") i5 n.iti, e 111 
111.1sc.d .irt,b 11f C.difornia .ind Orq.:nn . 
The P;lfitfr Oct.in s1.1bd1its 1hc- Lc:lll· 
pt-r,iturc 11nd 1he humidi ty 11f th is c11.1~ t 
s11 that hi; douglasi.illn, in its na ci1·t 
h.1bit.1t. ,·er}· rarely i., c-xposed to h.1 rd 
freeiing, rn high 1emptr.1tures. or 10 

c;xtreme dr) nt-ss. ConStlJUentl)' 1h1s 
,ris 11c:1t·r h.1s rc:as11n ror going do rm
.mt, Jncl it prob,tblr i5 the most c1·t r• 
g reen of all irises . 

Th is species has !,:Ios~r foliage ,,f J 

J .1 rk blue-}!reen olor. che gro,, th 
h.1hit ,,j t,1ch indi1·idu.ll plant i, 1tr}' 
1·11mp,1ct. the height of tht f11lia.~c: r<:· 
111.1ins nlmost const,\nt ( ,,bout 1>nc 
t1>11 t ) .d i }'e,ir long. The I l.111t is 
" rough:· :ind :ilmost (Ompletelr rt 
, 1st.1nt tn ,,tr.JCks by iMects, b.1ntri.1I 
n,r. fungus, and or , i ms. 

Like ;1JI p!.1nts. l, i_, .ln11gl,1.,i,11111 ,k-
,i res garden conditions simil:1r to the 
n.1tur.1I condirions which pert.un it1 
.1re;1s ,.,.,here it grows wild. When the ·e 
u mditions :ire p[\ll' ided. it is ,1 beau· 
tiful plant 365 cbys nt' the ye.ir. And 
when sprin,1:time com<: . the b1:.1 utifol 
blossoms :ICC' ., real t)(tr.1 hnnus. r.11h1: r 
than mtrtly .1 justitic.1lmn fo r t<1ltr.1t
i11g ;1 plant which- for .1bout hair tht 
)'C.tr- is a wrttched looking tyc:~1,rt 
in the g.JCden. 

/r-i ,· f:'/1,,11,I q,ronoun eJ "en-s.,y· · 
tuh") is .1 n,itin: 11{ Asi.1. There: Jr<: 
no hybrid iied intrnductions wh1(h in 
clude genes from / 1'1.I' ..,, ,a1,I bec.m ·e 
1111 hybridizcr' yet h.1s been succcht'u l 
in attempts to cross Ir,, e111,11.1 with .iny 
other species to make :i hybrid. 

The fuliagc oi /l'i.r ,·11,,,1/rz is .dwut 
l 8" t;1ll \'err d:irk blue- reen in cohir. 
. rnd so sl im that it :tppe.irs .dmust 
~rass-l ike. Ir h:is heJ1 r 1·ertic;1l I eins 
.tnd is ,·err tough. This fo!i;1,!,(t i~ 
,·try dfecti,·c :ind is n:ry long-1.isting 
when U)ed in arrangemen cs. The hln -
Sl\111S of fri.r t·l/ 1<l!tl ,Ir(: ref.lt11d)' 

mall; they most comm1)nly .ire a ~I.lit· 
hlue colo r. hut the form wh ic h 1., 
•. tiled ",1!6,1" is "nt of the , err frw 
be.irdlc:ss ir i~es whi (h h.1s :i white blos
som without ,1 }'tllo\\· "sij:11,il" on cht 
foil s. 

Like /rir tlt,11xl,1,1,111,11 the indi, idua I 
dumps 11f h i, ,.,, .. .11,1 .ire dense: .md 
ompJct i 11 h.1 hit. But unlike .111)' 

1 w dougla..6-i.a.na 

rw e.Ma.-ta. 

"t iler 1ri~ . the wo ts ,,r· !11., ,11 ,11/ ,1 he.1J 
~t r,1i_!!h t down. .Ind detp down. to 
reJch Jee:p-under mui:iture. For 1h,H 
rc.1snn. 11s fult.1,ge _,.1_ ·s he.1hh · .111J 
t.:n:cn \\'hen rile v.·t·.11htr cct~ ~11 drr 
~nd hot th.i t Cl c:rr (1t her ~ iris \\1llil;I 
t ither cl1e or p• Jorm.1nt . 

lri., p ,,,11./,1011 11 , ( prono1mctd ,110-
dJ.k1,h -rus" ) is .1 n.H i1 ::: ,,1 11e.1rly .11 1 
uf Europe .ind llt p.ins of i'-:11rt h 
.-\fr ic.1, Asi.1 Minor . . ind S1bc:ri.1 . :\ s 
indir.11cd by its wi de: rutur.11 h.1hi1.11 . ir 
,~ ., H·r~ ·.,d.1 pt.1hlr pl.in: . In com 
p.ir,son 1111h ,>t he:r m~c~. 1hi l'cu <.:~ 
,~ cx trcmt-lr , 1c1irOlt ) . H:11 l.tri,:,· .. ,nd 
pr.1nio ll y · J,~t,sc: t'r t c. · It ~c ,1111re., 
mr•re w.1ter tlun m,l, t iri:t-s : u <1ft111 i, 
.1d,er1 isl·d ,b .1 " w,1tu -,ri~ .. bcc, u~t· 1 

11111 ~rc,w ,c~r 11 t ll 11i .1 , 11 .1mp 11r 
l'"obiJe loc.1ti11 n. 

The 1·o li :1ce: of th i, iri~ is :1 nd 1 
,l.!rttn c11ln r: 'the. i11di, id, 1,d le:J1e~ h.1,c 

.1 tough ,enir.tl 1·('in which sc:n c:s.. ,1 s .\ 
.,tiffern: r; 111 the ;.ummertimc: the fnl1.1~1: 
wil l re.Kh to .1 height ul Ii, e frtt 1\ 1th 
out tlopping. / 11.1 pH·lldt1.-r, r111 1pp.1 r· 
ench· is immune tu leaf ·pot .rnd " 
1 iru~ infection. 

Jr is so ,·ers.itile that when growing 
in :1n area ol se,·tre winters ii 'goe~ 
dormant during the winttr; when 
growing in .1n .1rea of mi ld winters 
bu·t d rr summers it goes dormant du r· 
ing the: summer; an~ when ,gi\'c:n mild 
.ind moist et•nditions the rt.u .iround 
it rcmlins c:, trg rc-en the rc.i.r .1 r11un<l. 

The hloS)PnlS c,i Iris p,e11tl,,.-,,m , .;., 
nnt h.11 e gr.11,J si ze or heJ\'}' suhstanu:: 
or tbring form- but they do ha,·c: .1 

dc:lica tc and i r.11,!i le type of be.iuty 
which c.m be- m.nched br nll ot her ir1 . 
( The judgts of the 1967 iris \how 111 

Sncr.imento. (.1 Ii fo rn il, musr h.t1 t· bei:11 
he-men who wtre pJrticularl r ,ensiti, e 
tn delic.tte .in,! fr ,1gile types; thq ch<,~c: 
Iris p,e11 /,;.-,,m J .1s the "Queen of thi.: 

how. " ) 
The: n,lnr of rhe hlt1~snm usu.il ly ,, 

.1 lij,!ht yelh ,11' )t:11. but :1 bro11n ,i,i,:nal 
is prominent in somt furms . Tht
rhiznme l root) ot this ir i~ .Ht,11n~ chc: 
MZC: .111d flcsh 111 t'i~ of ,I Wttt p111.ll l' 

In fo1orab lc- c,,ndi tinns .1 clumn "' 
lfi1 p,.-11dmnm1 . if not restrJined. will 
expand tu the poin t where it will chokt 
out neighboring plants. The best wJy 
to restr ict the clump to the size des1reJ 
is to t:hop off all rhizomes whic h gr"w 
out ide the perimeter uf this :1re;1 whirh 
1s assigned fur this iris. The rhiinme, 
which are chopped otf (JO be gi\·en 111 

fr ic:nds for u e .1s surts fo r their uwn 
clumps. 

Anyone who has a moist spor in 
hi garden for Iris pse udaco ru,; 
may obcain a half dozen eeds o f thi 
plane by sending a scamped self-ad
dressed envelope to che CALIFORNIA 

GARDEN magazine. There 1s 11t> 

charge. 
These seeJ, should be plJnted Jbou: 

.1 half inch deep and kept 11101st 11nt ii 
the}' sp rout: the }'OUl1g pl,uttS sh,,ul ,J 
br: kept m1)ist until thcr m.tturc :111J 
bloom; .ind the nuture plJnts shnulJ 
he kept moist indetin itelr, • 

(reprinted, with pennission, from the California Gar den, April/ lay 1968) 



(reprinted, with pennission , from the Spuria i\Jewsletter, January 1968) 

THE sPuRrA sPEc1Es I R Is non u I E R 1 

THIS IRIS IS THE SPURTA SPECIES 1rr.-l6 monnivu. . THIS SPECIES WAS DESCRIBEV IN 
1808 BY VE CANVOLE: HE NAMED IT Itt,iA monnivu. BECAUSE HE FIRST SAW IT IN THE 
GARDEN OF M. LEMONN1ER IN VERSAILLES, FRANCE . 

THE PHOTO ON THE RIGHT IS THE SAME PHOTO WHICH APPEARS ON THE FRONT COVER OF 
THIS ISSUE. THE PHOTO ON THE LEFT TS OF THE SAME BLOSSOM - BUT WITH LIGHTING 
ADJUSTMENTS WHICH REVERSE THE CONTRAST OF THE BLOSSOM ANO 1TS BACKGROUND .THE 
PHOjOGRAPHY IS BY THURMOND, OF VEL MAR, CALIFORNIA - A PROFESSIONAL CAMERA 
MAN WHO RECENTLY HAS BECOME INTERESTED IN SPURIAS. 

TILUi monnivu. NOW IS RECOGNI ZED AS A TRUE SPECIES BY THE SPURIA 1R1S SOCI ETY 
(CHECK LIST OF 1963), ANV BY THE AMERICAN TRIS SOCIETY ("GARVEN IRISES" , BY 
L. F. RANDOLPH ) • A QUOTATION FROM THE LATTER REFERENCE FOLLOWS: 

"Tw monnie.JU. TS VISTH..JGU ISHEV FROM 11LUi och1t.0£.e.uc.a BY BEU.JG (tJHO LLY OF A 
LEMON-YELLOW COLOR. A,'1O FROM Iw c.11.oc.e.a. ( Iw au,te.a) BY THE VI FFERENCE 
1N COLOR & BY THE FACT THAT THE BLAVE OF THE FALLS IS ORBICU LAR INSTEAD 
OF OBLONG ANV HAS NO FRILLED EVGES ." 

DESPITE THE FACT THAT Iw momu'.e.lU. IS RECOGNIZED AS A SPECIES, 1T VOES MOT 
SEEM TO ME ET SOME OF THE ESSENTIAL PREREQUISITES OF A SPECIES. SPECIFICALLY: 

1. 1T USUALLY VOES NOT COME TRUE FROM SEEV . ( MOST OF ITS OFFSPRING LOOK 
LIKE 1w oc.fvto£e.uca..) 

2. IT VOES NOT SEEM TO GROW I NDIGENOUS ANYPLACE; IT HAS NO TYPE LOCATION. 

THIS SITUATION BRINGS TO ATTENTIO,\J A QUOTATION TAKEN FROM THE FORWARV OF THE 
SPURIA IRIS SOCIETY CHECKLIST: "NO TAXONOMIC WORK ON THE SPURIA SPEC IES HAS 
RECENTLY BEEN VONE. IT IS BADLY NEEVEV." ( oWt unde.JtlLrung) WE AGREE . IT IS 
VERY LIKELY THAT ANY- CONTEMPORARY TAXONOMIC STllVY OF SPURIAS WOULV CONC LLJVE 
THAT THE BEAUTIFUL IM/2 monnivu. IS A HYBRIV RATHER THAN A SPECIES. 

THE INVI VIVUAL BLOSSOM WHICH IS PHOTOGRAPH EV ABOVE WAS GROWN 11.J AUSTRALIA BY 
VR GORVON LOVERIDGE. HE SENT 1T IN BUV STAGE VIA PAN AMERICAN AIRWAYS TO THE 
USA FOR THE FALL IRIS SHOW WHICH WAS HELO LN SAN VIEGO ON NOVEMdER 79 , 1967. 
THIS BLOSSOM WON A FIRST PLACE BLUE RIBBON IN THE SPECIES CATEGORY OF THAT 
SHOW. THIS PHOTO WAS TAKEN ON THE VAY BEFORE THE SHO(:J , WHEN THE BLOSSOM WAS 
NOT YET FULLY OPEN. A PHOTOGRAPH ILLUSTRATING FUL LY OPENED BLOSSOMS OF 1w 
momu.vu - ANV AN OFFE1HNG OF SEEVS OF TliIS FAMOUS TRIS - WAS INC LUDED ON 
PAGE 5 ·· 0F THE SPUR1A IRIS SOC IETY NEWSLETTER FOR APRIL 7967. 
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THE SPURIA I B I s MONNIERI by Dr. Lee Lenz 
( extracted, with permission, from Aliso , Vol 5, No. 3 ) 

An interesting, but poorly understood 
yellow flowered , 40-chromosorne taxon 
is IILW mon1U.VU. ; a~scri.bed in 1808 
by de Candolle. The original plant 
was discovered growing in the garden 
of M. Lemonnier at Versa i lles , where 
it was called" Iris de Rhodes", the 
name referring , presumably , to its 
place of origin. Dyke s was of the 
opinion that it was p r obably not a 
good species as evidenced bJ the fact 
that the majority of seedlings raised 
from self-fertil i zed flowers resemble 
1. oc.hll.oieuc.a. According to h±m, IIL<..6 
monrue.lvi. is distinguished from both 
I: oclvtoieuc.a and I. CJtoc.ea by color 
differences , and in the case of Iw 
CJtocea also by shape of the sepals, 
which are orbicular in Iw monruvu 
and lanceolate with crimped edges in 
I w C/Locea. 

First generation hybrids between Iw 
oc.hltoieuc.a and IIU.-6 CJtoc.ea have falls 
somewhat tapered like those of Iw 
CJtoc.~a and quite unlike those of IIU.6 
moniu.VU as shown in Pierre Redoute's 
painting which accompanied the origin
al description. 

Perhaps the most significant floral 
feature of the three is the shape and 
size of the style cres ts which are 

J111~ Mos:-,;ri-:1,r 

Wlwn cle Cumloll, • d,·s,rilwd thi, ,p,•c-ii-s in IHOl:I h,· did nnt 
d, -; il,( mtt,· a ty p,· spc·d nu·n hnt th,· d,·sn iptinn was a,·,·1 1111pa11inl 
hy a painl i111: 1,y th,· wnrld n.-nm,·1w,I ;i rt ist Pi,•rn·-Jost•ph R,·1lm1l 1·, 
th,· 1, uis t ,·,·h·h rn t,·tl llmn·r pa intn in th,· wlmlt· hist11ry 11 ( 

hnta n it·a l :t rt. II is thi, p :1i11t ln J! "hid1 is IH"r•· rq1r1JCl11c·,·d in 
hl :1l·~ ;u,,I whill-, ( Hnlwrt C . Fr:nnpton l'hotu, Clan·111nnl.) 

triangular and over a half inch long in IIL<..6 oc.h~oieuca, and are small and 
deltoid in Iw monru.etu (Dykes, 1913) . For Iw CJtoc.ea, Dykes merely says 
that they are deltoid. The original illustration of Iw monn.letu shows the 
crests to be short and very recurved, quite distinct from those observed by 
us in I.JtA.,6 C/!.oc.ea oT. any form of IIU.6 oc.hJt.ole.uca which we have grown. 

In 1948 we received seed collected in the vicinity of Anka ra , Turkey , by 
Haydar Bagda . Plants grown from this seed ( our "Turkey Yellow" ) produce 
deep golden yellow flowers with sepals varying in shape from lanceolate to 
rounded. The most striking feature of the flowers is the very short and 
strongly recurved style crests, which are distinct from Iw ochJt.oleuca or 
Iw ~ocea but similar to , though more extreme , than those shown in the 
illustration of 1w monruetu. 

There are , therefore, in Asia Minor deep golden-yellow flowered spurias 
which in the single collection grown by us , show very short and strongly 
recurved style crests unlike those of the more cdmmon Iw oc.JiJt.oleuc.a.. A 
plausible explanation for the origin of I.JtA.,6 monruvu wou-ld be that it is a 
hybrid, possibly a natural hybrid, between the white-flowered I. och!toieuc.a 
and one of the deep yellow-flowered irises found in Turkey. 

Such an explanation would fit all the facts now known about Iw monru.etu. 



(reprinted, with per~ission, from the Spuria Newsletter, July, 1968) 

S P E C I E S NOTES Mrs Lois Hale 

by LOIS HALE 6 Fourth Avenue 
Blacktown, New South Wales 2148 
Australia 

The spuria species Iw ma/'c-(A,,{.ma. 
small start of a plant. It liked 
s~as0n I counted 23 bloomstalkc 

was given to me only · three years ago as a very 
my garden and responded by increasing. And this 

on it , each bloomstalk with at least 4 blossoms. 
I took a colored photo of the clump 
in bloom. In th~ colorslide the blue 
blossoms show up beautifully against 
the green foliage;there are at least 
13 blossoms uhich show up very clear 
in the slide . I knew you could not 
use colored slides in the Newsletter 
so I had a black-&-white photoprint 
made from the colored slide . In the 
black-&-white print the blue and the 
green colors are not distinguishable 
so the blooms blend into the foliage 
and become difficult to see . But I 
decided to send it just the same, as 
a gift. To provide a comparison with 
the higher U.S. prices , the cost of 
getting the black-and-white negative 
made from the color slide - here in 
Australia - costs only 32c US money. 
Photo prints cost only 9c U.S. money. 

This photo is good verification that 
Iw m~ma. grows well in Australia. But it is not native here; it comes from · 
France. There is no species in the genus Iris which is native to Australia or to 
any other place in the Southern Hemisphere. Irises simply· did not exist anyplace 
south of the equator until man brought them here and planted them here. 

IIU./2 gtr..a.nu.rte.a. did not bloom during the regular spuria season, but now , December 
the 10th , it is blooming. This species is noted for its reblooming tendencies 
but this year it is doing something which I never have seen before ; it is now 
blooming in rotation . The first bloornstalk came up on the western side of one 
plant , followed each successive day or so by a new stalk, next to the last one, 
proceeding around the plant. It never has done that before . This species also 
shows almost unpredictable variations in its vegetative cycle , even between the 
different parts of the same plant . On one of my big clumps, the foliage on half 
the clump died down completely , then new foliage in that sector came up and now 
is several inches high --- while the foliage on the remainder of the same clump 
still hasn't died down . Another nearby plant of the ·same species still has the 
old foliage , but it also has new foliage springing up between the old fans. Not 
far distant are two other plants of Iw gJta.mtne.a. which were completely dormant 
for weeks on end, with no green showing, - but now they too have new sprouts up. 

Tw "6pWU.a. Wa.una. is another "species" which is not stable . I have both Iw 
Wac.in.a. and the spuria hybrid PREMIER in bloom now - but my u.tau.na. is less a 
lilac color than is PREMIER. LLf..a.un.a is not standardized ; it varies greatly 
from garden to garden . In the USA, the Melrose Gardens distributes a "Lilacir,a" 
commercially -- but their catalogue description of it merits the first prize for 
undisguised hedging . It says "This may be 'spuria lilacina', we don't know, but 
it is pretty .•• 11 !!! 

--- 32 ---



A MESSAGE TO ALL IRISARIANS EVERYWHERE 

Roy Davidson 

33. 

Recognition of the 11minor species" of irises , protecting them in 
the wild, and bringing them into cultivation, a ll indicate a sustaining 
interest in these wil0 ings. Through the cooperat ion that our species 
group affords we .can exchange knowledge, seed~ and plants and ther e 
by come to know our subjects better. 

We desperately need workers though, to help to k eep the ball roll
ing, to contribute of their experience to our publications and to assist 
with the mild labors attending the success of our organization. If our 
newsletter SIGNA, ·which has been hail ed as 11 Horthnhile" by many kind 
persons , i s to continue and r emain of permanent valu e in the "Literature 
of the Iris " s it must periodically issue a detailed cross- index as to 
subject, title and author . We need a volunteer to commence this index, 
which ideally should appear annually. 

We need 19 scanners" in the species robins 9 t heir du.ties to excerpt 
the pearls of wisdom for our members to read in SIGNA . He need secret 
arial assistants to lighten the workloads of certain volunteers who 
devote an amount of their " spare" time to our cause that they seldom can 
enjoy the subject of their labors - the plants in their gardens. 

HELP ~ If you can assist in any of these capaci ties or if . you can 
think of other ways to contribute, by all means let it be known. One 
of the things we need the worst is the mat·erial to publish; wri te to 
the Edi tor of your oi-m experiences with these, "our irises" ; share 
your pleasures and experiences. 

00000000000000000000 

JF YOU HAVE ENJOYED THE MldERI.A.L PRESENTED IN SIGNA A.l\JD KNOW 

OP- · A GARDE..l\JER WHO WOULD BE INTERESTED, LOJ,N THfl\1 YOUR COPI ES 

TO READ Ji.ND URGE THEM TO JOIN THE SPECIES IRIS STUDY GROUP; 

DUES (p2o00 PER YEb.R9 OR 1~ THREE YEJiR BJ.TE FOR $5.00 , WHICH 

WILL BRING THE STUDY Mii.NUlJ., OF SPI!:CIES IRISES AND VICTOR A. 

COHEN 9 S "J, GUI DE TO THE Pli.C IFIC CO.hST IB.ISES:1 J.S WELL. 

BUT BE SURE TO PUT YOUR NJ.iliE ON YOUR COPIES OF SIGNli. ii.ND 

WRITE YOURSELF A NOTE 1~s TO 1:IHOM YOU LOANED THEM ~. 
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ANOTHER SEBD SEASON 

The very splendid response both from donors and customers made the 
first year of the seed exchange operation successful to an unpredicted 
degreeo From more than 180 seedlots received, a total of 871 packets 
were sent to more than 80 persons, some of them overseas. Now that the 
glorious floral display of spring and early summer is but a pleasant 
memory, it is time to gather the harvest, to a~ain share the bounty 
with others. 

The ritsht time to harvest seed is just as the C8.psules dry suffic
iently to allow the first cracking , but not enough so the seed is scatt
ered far and wide. Capsules may be harvested in the advanced- green 
stage (which is by way of saying before they are fully ma ture, but 
sufficiently so that the seed will conti nue to ripen plumply, not shriv
eling m8.terially until a fter they are out of the capsules ) and stored 
in paper bags in an airy, dry place, where they ,·:ill continue to ripeno 
Some species of iris do not dehi s ce (the term for the splitting of the 
seea vessel) completely, and tytically open only at the tops , while 
others suddenly and very completely do so. In order to be certain of 
catching this explosion 9 it is advisable to harvest in the actvanced 
green state. 

As the capsules open and the seeds spill out, it is time to shuck 
them and remove as much of the chaffy m~i.terial as will blow atiay; to 
wait may mean loss of valuable seed, for often an interloper in the form 
of a tiny larva is feeding ravenously on the fruits of your labors! 
Package in tight envelopes aNd label as to donor and idenity. 

CORRECT LABELING IS HiPORr.ANT 

i'1uch confusion, both to seed exchange operator and t o those who 
will grow the seedlings, will be eliminated at the outset i f a few 
simple rule s a.s to labeling will be observed. The matter of correct 
identification of seedlots is not really difficult, especially if one 
( 1) o DESCRIBE HilAT ·rHE SEC:DS WILL GROW INTO, NOT WHAT THEY C.AfviE FROM. 
This will appear 9 on first though, to be a pretty obvious caution 9 but 
on careful reflection ~twill obvious ly be seen that one or more of 
several possibilities could conveivably influence the crop, circumstances 
quite evident to him who harvests the seed 9 but quite invisible to him 
who plants it ; thus a few clues or tips on the aeedlot Nill help the 
gardener fi 5ure out l a t er whether what he got from a given lot was 
what he· expected it to be. 
(2). Where it is kno1'm , the species name should be indicated; if un
knovm say so ; DO NOT GUESS! 
(J). Indicate if the seed was open-pollinated - what we call 0 bee-set" 
as OP, or if it resulted from han0 - pollination then HP. 
(4)

0 
Indicate if the seed was gathered in the garden (G) 9 or if it 

was collected in the wild (COL) ; if the latter, give approximate loc
a tion9 county and state. This can help the i dentification committee 
in many cases. ~r. . . 
(5). If the i clent~r of a seedlot is unkno11m or uncertain, or if it is 
of hybrid origin; SEND I T ANYWAY, BUT TELL US i-iHAT YOU KNOW ABOUT IT. 
Here are some examples : If species uncertain, "Iris virginica var 
spreve i(?) 0 which tells us what it is thought to be 9 but incticates the 
donor doesn 9 t want to be hanged for a mistake. Species unknow,ris 



indicated exactly that way, "Iris sp. unkno,;,m", but colour, height etc., 
can aid the ID Committee. In cases of hybri~1.ity, the pod-parent is given 
first, followed by an ::x" to indicate a cross pollination uas made, and 
then the pollen parent? Le., :1rris fulva X Iris brevicaulis:1

• If the 
hybrid was a registered named clone, it may appear by its registered 
name of course, as :Dorothea K. Uilliamson~ (but indicate how the fert
ilization came about, or- if not known 9 then of course 9 nop;; (or this 
might appear :1Dorothea K. Hilli2.mson X unknown"). In suspect but un
proven "hybridity», a line is substituted for the X, s ince the pod
parent is in question; example s seed from a hybricl colony : ::fulva-brevi
caulis:1. 

liAND-POLLINATED S~ED 

Seed that is gathered as resulting from hand pollinations is in 
much demand, since a great deal of select i vity has gone into its pro
duct ion 9 and superior progeny shoulcL result. Hhere paren tage-s of hybrids 
are know, give them, remembering to advance the i:;eneration, which means, 
if the seed is from a hybrid plant of fulva X brevicaulis 9 this design
ation should reaJT ::I. fulva X I. brevicaulis· Fz; if harvested from the 
Fz generation, it should read F1s and so fortho If a knovm hybrid is 
utilized in further breeding 9 it is indicated within brackets; examples 
('I. fulva X I. brevicaulis) X I. fulva) to indicate a back-cross, or 
(I. fulva X Io brevicaulis) X s i b. to indicate a hand-pollination to an 
individual of the same parente.ge, or ( L fulva X L brevicaulis ) ~\. self 
to indicate hand pollination to its o,;,m pollen. (This is qui te diff
erent from (I, fulva XI. brevicaulis) X ?, or (I. fulva XI. brevic
aulis) OP 9 both of which give no clue to the pollen parent of the seed 
in the packet 9 and therefore omit one-half the information important to 
anyone interested in g;ro~1tng plants for breeding purpo;:<es. We are not 
essentially interested in hybridity; hovrever the study of such can be 
of great value in understanding the species problemo 

ISOLATION FOR "PUB.E,: SEEDS 

Those who will pos1bly be working technically with the species 
problem and who ,;,;ill want uncontaminated species seed or those who will 
want uncontaminated hybrid seed will be interested in controlso For 
absolute isolation one may use a nylon mesh bag with drawstring, the 
sort used by rose breeders 9 to isolate p6llinated blossoms. A small 
screen box of a fine enough mesh to keep out bees and larger insects 
can be dev~sec1 to fit over an entire plant, or a sleeve of plastic 
screen with the enct closed off has been employed •••••.• all these are 
effective for absolute cont~olo However for the most part 9 this is not 
only a lot of trouble to go to 9 it may not be ab8olutely essential for 
our purposer:i 9 to say nothing of losses that can result from bacterial 
troubles within the se isolation-mechanisms, in the increased humidity 
they afford •• Stri:pping and emasc.ulation of the intended pod-bearer, 
while still in the plump-bud stages and immediate fertilization with 
the selected pollen can give excellent and 99 . 44% pure results, if not 
greatero Th_e stripped flower will consis t of the ovary a.nd style-arms, 
and from which the style-crests 9 in addition to the standards and falls 
have been removed. These parts attract bees anc'I. afford a place to 
light 9 emasculation removes the pollen brearing anthers. A particularly 
fine individual of a species may be .self-pollinated and resulting seed
lings may be expected to be ~qually as good 9 or two especially fine 
clones :if the same species mciy be intercrossed 9 (this would be labeled 



11 tenax X tenax") with the expectation of equally satisfactory progenies 9 

and possible greater variation among the individuals therein~ or of 
course, the strip· ed blossom may be fertilized with pollen of another 
species 7 the I l1op.e . being an .even greater variability ( though this 
might not show up in its fullest expression until a further 9 inbred 
generation), and provided of course 1 that the t wo involved are genet
ically compatible 9 or ~crossable". 

SEND SEED IN s ~PTE.MBER 

The sooner seed can be received at the seed exchange, t he sooner 
the seedlist can be read ied, print~d and mailed. If you have seed that 
ripens late or for some reason cannot be sent early 9 i n form the seed 
exchange to expect it so that it ~an be included on the list. Some 
excellent seed could not be included in the listing lest year because 
it arrived too late. Your good cooperation last season made for·a 
successful seed distribution and some dollars toward supporting our 
publications 9 SIGN A and the SPECIES IRIS STUDY l'iANUAL. 

YOUR SEED EXCHANGE DIRECTOR IS:- Mrs. John R. Hardy 
296 Hunsaker Lane · 
Eugene 9 Oregon 97402, U.S.A. 

00000000 00 0000000000 

OUR VANISHING Al'IIERICA.l'\J SPECIES 

Roy Davidson 

While returning northward from California .Lris Meetings some years 
ago, I detoured coastward from the main hi ghway8 to traverse the sea
coast route and some of the by-ways in north-central California 9 spec
ifically to study Iris l ongipetala as it flowered in the broad grassy 
meadowlands of cattle pasturages of Marin and Sonoma Counties 9 and it 
Nas with some little reassurance I noted from several very extensive 
colonies and numerous small ones that this species was here safe from 
the urban spra;,rl that was eliminating it further southwarcl.. And so 
while organizing a fielcl trip for a group studying native irises a year 
or so later 9 it was i mperative 9 of course 9 that we visit the area to note 
the similarities of this species to the vrell-knoi:,m relative, I. miss- . 
ouriensis of the inland northvrnst . - --

Barly on the glorious morning of April JOth 9 we set forth from 
Petaluma westward on the Point Reyes Road 9 where, at the intersection 
of the road coming northward from Nicasio 9 the largest stand of this · 
iris was to be visited, but as we came to the place - WHAT HAS HAPPENED? 
There was a vast lake filling the valley from brim to brim~ All but a 
scattering of the irises lay drowned at the bottom of a huge water 
storage reservoir. At the sec.ond station 7 once a large colony on either 
side of the highway at the intersection of the Two Rock-Fallon Road 9 

only half remained 9 the opposite si~.e having been treated with a weed 
spray 9 and a mere clump or· two of distorted iris foliage remained in 
the fence-row of this pasture. These had been two of the larger col
onies ~ the smaller ones had fared better 9 and though not in such favor
able places 9 perhaps will continue the species 9 but only if man is 
will ing. 
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Iris Longipetala is a most handsome plant, once found in seven 
counties centering about the mild climate of San Francisco Bay, from 
Monterey 9 where it was fi rs t collected by Herbert in the era of the 
Spani.sh Colonization? northward to the few stations in Sonoma County, 
and eastward to the east- bay counties , Solane 9 Contra Costa and Alameda. 
It is rapidly, VERY rapidly, becoming a depleted species to the extent 
that ext inction threatens. The once blue - with- iris hilsides and valleys 
are now covered by the ugly cities of the burgeoning bay area. Even on 
Twin Peaks in San Francisco, where a small colony once held out over 
the city, a monstrous multi - apartment complex now sprawls. 

THE IRIS OF THE LAK£S 

Iris l acus t ris ~ ~rhose name means "I iris of the Lakes" is likewise 
threatened by man° s eve rlasting cestruction of nature . Once common on 
the shores of Lc1ke Onta rio, Huron, J.!:rie and Michigan, it is now a diff
icult plan t to locate in the wilc'I. The States of Michigan, Wisconsin, 
Ohio and the Province of Ontario could once boast this as a prized 
wilding; now the spread ing summer developments have laicl most of it to 
the devastation of the bulldozer. 

What can be done to preserve at least one good r eservation for 
each of these species for all time? Only officia l action by a legisl 
ative body can assure their continuance. It is not only for the se two 
plants alone, but for all their associates in their habitats, both 
plant and anima l life, that this should come about o IT IS LATER THAN 
WE THINK! 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

QU~STIONS PLEASE 

nHE THAT NOTHING QUESTIONETH, NOTHI NG LEARHErH. 11 Th. Fuller - 1608 
- 1661 

Q. In the Aprican section of the U.C . Botanica l garden a t Berkeley 
we saw many plants belone;ing (according to their placards) to Iridaceae , 
but which seemed more =1lily-like 11 in appearanceo Question is, is :irrid 
aceae~ another word for 11Genus Iris:' or woult'1 Genus Iri s belong to the 
larger groups Iridaceae? 

A. Your Editorial Committee is very grateful th have this question 
arise at thi s time 9 f or it seems to answer for us the question as to 
how far and to wh2.t detail we should proceed in preparing the introduc 
torp portions of the forecoming Iris Species Study Manual. We now f eel 
tha t besides discussing the Genus Iris, we need to mention its neares t 
relatives, which collectively constitute, as you corr ectly surmised, 
the Iris family, or Iridaceae •. We shall also devote some explanat ion 
to the phylogeny (whi0h merely means natural arrangement according to 
r elationships) of such families as _Liliaceae, Amaryllidaceae and Junac
eae . A goodly number of the genera (Pural of genus) of Iridaceae do 
indeed have a very lily- like general aspect, the great separ ating factor 
between the two families being the position of the ovary in r elat i on to 
the othe r floral parts, which in Iridaceae is said to be "infe rior~ , 
while in Liliaceae it is " superior" ; an inferior ovary is situated below 
the floral envelope~ while a superior ovary is situated within it. 
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This poi nt is observed most readily while an iris ana a l ily a r e still 
in bua; the ovary of the iris is plainly visible whil e that of the lily 
is enclosed within the bud . It is that s imple! 

Q. Could you give us some hints on saving seed for the exchange; I 
am fairly sure Noti i rises will not be contaminated because they flower 
so far ahead of anything else here 9 and the missouriensis also be cause 
I do not g row anything it shoul d cross with~ but clo you r ecommend 
crossing two tenax, for instance 9 and merely saving the tagged crosses, 
or do v[e have to cage plan ts to prevent conta mination? Please el ucidate . 

A. Wow 9 here is a quest ion with great potentia l as a l ead for an 
article on the technicalit i e s of isolation of seed plants and also of 
label ing. See t he a rticle on page 35 of th is issue for elucidation. 
Thanks for the l eado 

Q. I am not even on amateur at bota ny and fine:. the information I have 
t o "help" me ident i fy my wild irises of this part of the west coast to 
be too technical to be of hel p. Is there anythi ng 1•1ri tten in simpl est 
tenns that you can recommend? 

A. To my knowle de:e th~r e is nothing in 1
' s i mpl est t e rms " that covers 

all the west coast irise s or even your port ion of them. The ten dollar 
book, nThe Higher Plants of Oregon" , might help 9 and fo r the Bay area , 
there is a little publication by Sha.rsmith 9 8 paperback: availabl e a t 
bookstores. But, by ana large 9 your best bet for the Pacific Coast 
Irises is the Cohen Monograph, just r el eased by the B.I.S. , and being 
sent to the Speci es Study Group member s as part of the ir subscription. 
(To others it i s a vailable for $1. 00 , sent to me, Roy Davidson.) l or 
other pa.rts of the country , there are mainl y technical works , and the 
fo r e coming Study Manual seem s to be your best bet. If you are a one 
year membe r of the Study Group , don~t fail to renew your subscription, 
as the detai led port ions of the Study Manual "!Till not be issued within 
the first year 0 s subscription. 

Q. A current discussion in my robin puzzles me; it is relative to 
wil d irises ana hybricl s of them f ound in nature, and frequently the 
°l'TGrd "introgression" pops up. Please expl a in what is meant by intro
gression and introgr ~ssive hybrids. 

A. This interesting and complex question could lead to a full - length 
article ; books have been wr itten on the subject, and so in a few words, 
he r e is the gist of it : "Hybrids» are usually quit e easily r e cognized, 
but only if one throughly understands the small but i mporta nt diff er
t:nces that are taken as characterizing given species. Irises are 
firstly divi ded a ccording t o rootstallq bulbs, rhi zomes and others; 
then by presebce or a bsence o f a beard on the oute r s egments, etc. , 
and these a.re t he f [! irly obvious differ ences 9 it i s wh(:n we get dovm 
t o the shape and size of the cauline-leaves, and of the spathe - valves , 
and the r elative l eng th of the ped icels and perianth tube , and th~ 
details as to shape , $iZe and colour of the S(:;ed, that we need to pay 
strict attent ion. Most often, a hybrid population in the wild is acc 
omp~nied by the parent stocks and it ~s fascinating to obse rv~ the 
myria d ways individuals talrn in- varia tions f rom the ir progenitors. In 
a dvanced generations , through r e combinations and backcrossess thes e 
distinct var iations :'blur outi: until 9 in what is called ct ca.s e of · 
intro~ression, tho population essentially r e semble s one o r the othe r 
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of the parent stocks, but do es not conform pr ecisely to any prescribed 
characterization. Thus we speak of a given species 11 showing introgr ess 
ion into" another . This is a particularly · common occurrence in the 
southeast, but, at the time of the earl y botgnical expeditions there , 
i t was not a recognised situation and thus we have a great number of 
'' species" names , which collectively i llustrate introgre ssion, each of 
them an :iin t rogressive hybrid" per haps. 

0 0 0 O e , 0 0 o O O e O O O O o O O 0 

CATALOG OF SPECI~S SOURCES 

It has been suggested that in addit ion to the formation of a 
central seed exch£'.nge~ a similar 1n2,nner of di s tribution be also es tab
li s hed . Thi s would be of sorne value, assuredly, bu t we are taking the 
attitude of not desiring to enter into compet~on with our good nur sery
men , who, probably through love of the iri~, r a ther than love of money 1 
continue to offer those kinds in l e sse r demand, under species names or, 
in some instances, ·under clonal names. The British Iris Society once 
undertook such a plant proj ec t,: but soon abandoned i t as the physical 

-task of growing on plants, their l abeling, parcel i ng and de spatch proved 
impractical . We shall therefore continue to keep the membership inf
ormed a s to som8 sources, not only of plants, but also of seeds . 
(Individual members a re quite free 9 of course 9 to arrange plant exchan
ges or sales with other members in any manner they find agr eeable. ) 
The foll owing i s a source list of some commercial sour ces and a brief 
list of their offer ings. 

ACKEBMAl.'\J NURSERIES, Bridgman, Mi chigan 49106 - "Shilka" the Siberian 
dichotomao . 

NORTHWEST HYBRIDIZSRS, 16516 - 25th N. E., Seattle s WEI.sh. 98155 - Dwarf . .. 
and median introductions. Cal- Sib hybrid introductions; some wester n sp . 
WALTER WELCH , Niddl e bury , I nd.. - Poe;an species ~nd hybrids, espo dwarfs. 
LESLI E 0 S WILDFLOWER NURSERY , 30 Summer, Methuen, Hass. 01 844 - Eastern s ·po 
UNIVERSITY HILLS NURSERY , 470 Delgndo Dr., Baton Rouge, La. 70808 -
Hexagonae, both species and hybrid,; pseudacorus; clones of virg inicao 
WALTER MARX GARDENS, Boring, Or egon 97009 - Sel e ction in their catalogueo 
MRS . L . f.1 . McDONALD, 8416 Going, Portland, Oregon 97220 - Seed of wes_t; spo 
P£ARCE SEED CO ., Moorestm-m, N.J . 08057 - Seeds - Always a -surprise he r e o 
HJ~RRY E. SAI ER, Diamondale, Nichigan 48821 - " Forty Kinds" . 
1~iELBO.SE GARDENS, 309 Best Rei. S. 9 Stockton, Calif. 95205 - Nany kinds. 
LAURI E9 s GJ,RDENs· , 17225 McKEnzie' Hy O' Springf i eld' Ore O 97477 - Set:ds . 

and pl ants ; vres tern species and others . 
ENGLERTH GARDENSs 4652 Division S. ? Grand RapicLs, i-'iich. 49508 - 30 Siberian: 
GEO. W. Pk RK SEED CO. INC. , Greenwood , S.C . 29646 - ScE-Jds only o 
GhRDENS OF THE BLUE RIDGE, J,shford, rlcDowell Co ., N. C. 28603 ·- SE natives • . 
EhRL ROBER.rs, 5809 Rahke Rd., Indianapolis, I nd. 46217 - Large collection. 
P , de JI.GER & SONS INC . , ·s·outh Hamilton, 190 Mass . Holland bulb irises. 
BEE i1ii.BBURT.QN, Rt o 2 , . Box 541, Westboro, Mass. 01581 - I-Iany dwarf .. species. 
THE WILD GARDEN, 824J NE 11 9th , Kirldand , l1insh. 980JJ - Over 50 sel ections. 
from we stern, eas tern, southern U. S.A. , evansias a nd pogan spectes . · 
SISKIVOU ili\ftE PLJiNT NURSERY, 522 Franquette St ; , Medf ord 9 Ore. 97501 

Western species. 
LAi'IB NURSERIES , E 101 Shar p Ave . , Spokane , Wash. 99202 - Cristata , 

tectorum, ~Palt ec O
, e tc. 
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FROM TH~ BIRDHOUSE 

Robins in the Species and Natives Division continue winging their 
routes, bringing conversations from far-away pla0es 9 sin~ing of things 
to do and things nlready done, something in blossom 9 great expectations 
for another tomorrow o There are eight robins flying, under .the Director
ship of five capable persons, and a total of over sixty parti0ipants 
enrolled, some in more than one robino One of these robins is now in 
its 15th year2 It has completed more than JO flights and still has 
most of its original m1erabers out on the west coast 9 some of whom get 
together annually for an Iris Hunt · such as the one described below. 

WILD IRISES OF THE HILLIA11IETTE VALLEY OF OREGON 

Take a clear warm spring day, a rocky mountain road climbing to 
an open, logged-off ridge, round a bern'l and see a hillside literally 
covered with thousands of wild irises in full bloom, and youc11 never, 
never be the same again. Itrs breath-taking and awe-inspiring and as 
of that minute youQve contracted a disease called 11Iris- Eyes"o From 
then on, no matter whether you are traveling -a: mountain road 9 a counrty 
road, a farm road or freevray, you ~11 be forever searching fQr small straight 
spears of dark green and multitudes of those small bright flowers. 

Usually an iris exploring trip is started by someone with the 
disease saying 11 1 wonder what O s on that road there 9 ,, so all so-afflict
ed must drop everything and find out. It 0 s a most frustrating and at 
the same time rewarding hobby; frustrating in that at the time you are 
just beginning to find very interesting things 9 there blocking the road 
is a locked gate: And rewarding in that perodically something very 
unexpected turns up 9 and the opportunity to stand on the top of a high 
ridge with iris sneeping out in all directions below is something that~s 
always a thrill 9 no matter how much you hunt iris or how mEmy times 
you visit a place. 

Iris tenax 9 one of the three sorts of the Willamette Valley, is 
spread from southvrest Washington and southward far past Eugene over into 
the drainage of the Umpqua 9 to the east as far e.s Tombstone Pass in the 
mid-altitudes of the we st slope of the Cascades ancl i;rnst.ward to places 
along the Pacific shoreso Mixed and scattered through the southern half 
of this area is I_. chrysouh:vl1a at higher elev8tions, and· occasionally 
in the northern half are 11 islancls 0 of tenax var. gormanii. Though 
this is but a fraction of the -total of the species of Californicae, 
there are no iris colours that cannot be found in these or their hybrids. 

With tenax ranging from pure whife through all shades of blue, lilac 9 

lave-nder, rose and viol.et and into the deep pu·rple ·shades 9 chrysophylla 
from pale creamy Hhi te to butter yello.w, and· 5ormanii in white, cream 
and yellow, there seems no end to the variations of colours 9 markings 
and eye-patterns. Areas of hybrid ization between tenax anci. gormanii 
and tenax and chrysophylla are numerous and more are being found · :9-11 
the time. The g-ormc,nii are from the Vernonia area we~;t of PdrtlRnd, 
Monument Peak near Mill City and a Just-discovered occurrence in the 
Cobury Rills on the north edge of Eugene. Individuals of these areas 
vary from purest whites and yellows .( p;ormani i is the yellow colour-
form of tenax) through all the pastel tints in peach 7 apricot and rose 9 

some having contrasting eye-patternso Tenax-chrysophy1la hybrids tend 
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to be in the cr<?8.ms 9 rose and le.vender r ange, many havin~ the darker 
colour veined onto a cream groundo Als o many o.f the :ivalley Banner 
type" a.re found: whi~.e standards, violet or rose styles, arid white falls 
veined the same colour. So far this pattern has only been seen in the 
hybrids and not in any of the species. There are no peach or apricot 
tints to be found in these hybrids, though a wide range of other pastels, 
as from the foothills on the east side of the valley at Win9erry Creek, 
Fall Creek, Lookout Point Resevoir and the south NcKenzie, an~ on the 
-vrnst side of the valley near Swisshome and on thE~ Deadwood Creek Road, 
to the south in the London Mountain and Cougar Bend areas , and at Camas 
Valley still further south. 

Chrysophylla is of co urse found in all the above mentioned places 
and also on the Coburg Hills, east,,rard on up the McKenziE-) fli ver and a s 
far north as Detroit Dc1Jn on the North Santian drainage ~ it may oc.cur 
further, but that Qs as far as we~ve sighted it and as far as it has been 
recorded . A plant of the foothills, it is never to be found on the 
valley floor, whereas tenax, most pr ofuse in the valley 9 goes up to 
meet it. Tenax is of course, the most abundant, is widespread through
out the valley, predominantly lavender, though there a r e colonies where 
only purple occurs, as in the Monmouth area, near Shedd on old Highway 
99 ,. r..ear Cheshire, anq, Dor ena Dam south of Cottage Grove and over into 
the southerly Umpqua; in general the further south one looks for it , 
the .deeper the colour, and the further north 9 the more pas tel. 

West of Eugene in the Noti- Veneta area is found the small and 
early- fiowering iris called ''notiensis" . This is considered to be a 
stabilized hybrid of tenax and chrysophylla and resembles an orchid 
coloured form of the latter, covering about 25 square miles of lowl and . 

it may seem that all the iris have been found and all the areas 
expl ored, but don°t you believe it; I have the feeling that many more 
a r e yet to be discovered. Since a completely new area for gormanii has 
just been di scovered right here in my ovm backyar d, I feel. we have a 
lot more looking to do. ::what 7 s on those high ridges and those 
mountain tops?:1 

Ruth Hardy. 

I have I. chrysophylla; both the favm - coloured and the ~ream - col 
oured right on my hillside (near Grants Pass, Or egon) and some near . the 
house. They vary in width of falls and in size and in the amount of 
veining on them until my neighbour t ries to tell me they are different 
l{ inds, but I think the variE>.t ion is all within the species . 

Florence Champion 

Although no 0 type" was named by Howell when describing this as a 
new species in 1902, it is knovm the material he wrote his description 
from was collected near Grants Pass and could very well then have been 
f rom near this same hillsidei In that portion of the range of chrysop
hylla the ground colour is much more yellow than in the northernmore, 
ancl there is a much intensified golden flush on the f.alls vrith far red
der vein colouration; ir: f act, whereas those of the Cascade and Coast 
Range foothills ar~ s poken of as " c r eam or wh i te;: 9 from hereabouts they 
would be best called :'yellow or orange", so definit e i ~ the colour 
pattern. Southeastward cf Grants Pass~ in the Applegate River drainage, 
the ground colour is a pastel apple- green, the veins rosy, the effect 



42. 

being quite differe~t from any other!,. chrysophylla, though all of it 
is delightfully "midgeta. 

A most humorous letter arrived in the office one day in late 
spring; it was an invitation from the KONFUSED IRIS SOCIETY, and though 
they may have be en too confused to spell, as they admitted., their 
enthusiasm for searching out the native irises of the northwestern 
portions of Oregon in drenching rain was admirable. We hope to 
present their Konfused Findings soon. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Q O O O 0 

IRIS TIGRIDIA - SOMETHING N~H TO GARDENS? 

The bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society (26:2 p.42 April 
1968) carries an account of 1~PLA1"\l'T HUNTING IN MONGHOLIA•i, in which the 
author, Ing. Vladimir Vasak, recalls "On the dry and stoney-- slopes · 
and screes I collected plants and seeds ·of Iris tigridia Bunge, in 
Nongholian simply called "Bay-Cachildag'' ( small iris). -It has . .very 
narrow leaves up to 10cm. long , thick horizont8.l rootstalks? ad.pressed 
in crevices, and only one large purplish-violet flower. This iris 
inhabits the Mongholian mountains and the nearest mountains to the USSR. 
It is a plant of early spring, flowering in the wild in April and .May. 
I was so happy to find one pla~t with a retarded flower, though the 
seed harvest was very poor. But I collected living plants and will 
have to wait, hoping they will be content with our conditions.n Thus 
a "new" Iris species may be - precariously - in cultivation. Such a 
possibility quickens the pulses even though the writer is a resident 
of Czechoslovakia~ We turn immediately to 11 the literature" to learn 
what is lrnovm about this small bearded species fro ro. Asia, hopeful that 
should we ever be fortunate enough to acquire it 9 we might not only 
recognize it for the real thing, but make it a happy and permanent 
addition to our gardens. 

A member of the Pumilae Series of Pogoniris (Dwarf Bearded), 
Dykes says of it (Handbook of Garden Irises, Po197): ••• o•=ioccurs from 
the Altai Range to Manchuria • o •• o a curious little spec-.ies • o o.. dense 
close masses with the base of the leaves wrapped in .short membranous 
sheaths and the fibrous remains of old leaves. The stem is only a few 
inches in length and bears a single head of one or two flowers. The 
tube is about an inch long in the fully developed flower, of which the 
eolour is either a blue-purple or yellow. The leaves t:1.re narrow and 
less than six inche s in l engtho They taper gradually to a fine point 
and this readi·ly distinguishes lo tigridia from ·_I. 12ota.Y1ini • o. o •• • 
a floriferous little species, suited to the ro·ck -garden." 



BRITISH IRIS SOCIETY SPECIES GROUP 

Bruce Richardson 

4J. 

Continuing the pol icy as outlined in the April issue of SIGNA on 
page 7 of bringing to our members the articles of wi de general interest 
as published by the Species Group of the B. I.S. 9 the following pages 
continue the discussion of the EVANSI.A SECTION with additional notes . 
received after the meet ingo The first of these are somewhat unconnected, 
although of intense interest to those of us attempting to grow these 
species . We are most pleasecL to be able to pub.Lish t he 2.ccount of 
Evansia species by our o \tm go od member, Mrs. !.,d i th Cleaves , as written 
for the British Group. 

REPORT OJ.Ii TIIE DISCUSSION OF TrtE IRISES OF THE EVANSIA SECTION 
(continued) 

Additions to notes on Group 1 r eceived since the first report was issuedo 

Nro Christi e-Miller writes of Io japonica 11The type is not hardy; 
I saw it growing in the hills in Japan, and the plants sent to me by a 
kind friend in Miy8noshita never survivedo One can see splendid plant s 
in Italy and the Rivierao The re it is kno~m as ~Il Pellegrino~ because 
it wanders from gard en to g::.rdeno Mr. Redbrook brought a plant from 
Capri and bits of it grew wi th me in the ground of an unheated conser
v.atory and flowers well. Is is the early foTI11ation of bud which is t.he 
main cause of failure in our climateo 

0 Ledge rv s O variety was given me by Sir Ar.thur Hort : according to 
him it came from the British Embassy garden in .['okyo, and though ;it has 
not the quality of the type, it gives generously of its beauty of form", 

Still from i'I r . Christie- Miller - "1· wat tii o Thi s was collec t .ed 
near Tengrich on the Burm.a- Vhina bor der, by Lawrence Johnson: and then 
shovm (I think by Lord Aberconway ) and was awarded an A.N. The question 
then arose, what wer~ the plants previously knor,m as I? wattii to be 
called? Sir Arthur Hill suggested the name of I. be.mbusa, a horrible 
name, and eventually "confusa:i was substituted. -

Ii? confusa and ~,rattii are grol'm in the t emperate house at Kew. 
l• Hattii is a mise rable plant there , and I have gi ve,n them some of mine, 
derived from a bit given me at Menton by Lawrence Johnson . 

Io oonfusa flowers resemble ! • japonica. !o wattii flo wers a re 
quite dist incto I hope that I shall have a sp ike to show on May 2nd 
if the s eason is not t oo early . Norm.ally, there are 40/50 buds on 
every flowering stemo !1 

Swynoombe House, H~nl ey- on- Thames. 

M. Ruffier-Lanche writes: - '0.f.. japonic.a Ledger O s - very floriferous 
here ( Gr·enoble) , at the foot of a wall f acing west, apt to suffe r i•1hen 
temper ature is under +10° B; increase s t rem~ndously by stolonss but 
never sets seedso Never tried the type var . : saw it on the Rive r a 
flowering abundantly in half to full shade. n 
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EV AN SIA SPECIES IN SAJ.'lTA CLARA VALLEY 9 CALIFORNIA 

In this valley which has a mild climate (low J2°F. 9 altho~ we do 
have snow for a feH days on Mt. Hamilton (Lick Observatory)), the 
average temperature range s from 68°F. to 75°F. most of the balance of 
the year - even getting as high as an uncomfortable 102°F. to 104°F. 
sometimeso Living on the west side of this big valley there are heavily 
wooded mountains studded with oak, pine, reci wood 9 bay and many other 
kinds of trees and only JO miles from the Pacific Ocean , this area 
is usually a bit cooler of course. 

L'V.ansias - always a delight 9 have been more than successfu..l with 
the excepticn of l• gracilipes and 1,. cristata. It seems we are a bit 
too far south for these two irises. Hovrever, I planted some :,very:, 
dormany rhizomes in December and houe the warmer sun will coax their 
desire to bring forth new foliage and bloom sonn. ' 

The soil is slightly alkaline 9 thus must be prepared for a11· acid 
.. loving plants. This means lots of leaf mou1d 9 some peat moss, plenty 

of old manure 9 soil sulphur, and all dug deeply into the soil. After 
planting in a permanent position locat ion 9 a mulch Y ' to l.:,u deep of pine 
sawdust is applied . Some evansi8.s plantec1 in a redwood box - 1811 x 4° 
x 12" deep 9 is first filled with the pr epared acid soil 9 a layer - J~ 
to 4:, of garden sand moistened 9 and after planting the evansias a mulch 
3:1 to 411 is applied. The plants are k ept co,nfortably damp . This seems 
to make lusty growtho The location is s uch that they get the morning 
sun at this time of year . Later they will have filtered shade from a 
big walnut tree 9 the foliage is such a help later in the season. Plenty 
of moisture during the year up to rainfall season. They are refertili zed 
i n January and again in early fall . Snail bait every month is tucked 
unde r the leaves. I do have a pest service every month plus any time 
during the regular monthly service that I require for ants 9 ear vngs, 
aphis, gophers, ;"lol es 9 mice and any other sprri.ying or pe~t control 
that I may need - all for :~6. 00 E'. montho This is trul y uorth every 
penny. 

1,o nada grows vigorously 1:md must be curbed from taking over the 
garden 0 ~196 3 a fre e ze followed a snm,fall? mo st unusual in tovm, 
which killed all the buds on the l ong stems of 1,. nac~a. Not getting 
a round to cut back the frozen stems, you can imag ine my surprise to 
see n ev1 branches with bucl s starting up from the apparently dried stems o 

Bloom they cl i cl , l asti ng well beyond the last of June a·fter pruning off 
the frozen stems d011m to the neN branches o Never bef o r e had 1.o nada 
branched. 

Hybridizing in the evansias has been unsuccessful except for one 
timeo Putting pollen of lo nada on I. tectorum produ ced one pod. The se 
were plantecl last December anc1 have not ye t germinated . Selfing 1.• t e e 
torum alba has always been successfulo If s eeds of Io tectorum alba 
are planted immedia tely they will produce bloom within one year, while 
1,. t ectorum takes two years to produce bl ooms. 

I •. iaponica is a tempermental lady. One year, some 1·rill blqom, 
others refuse 9 but the next year it is just the reve r seo When I moved 
I prepared special soil and put them in one gallon c~ms, for I knew it 
woulc' be some time before the cvansias could be put into their pe.rinan-
ent location

0 
( It took J weeks and a man working stel'.cUly to clear this 



place). 
I 

Not wo:r1yin,~bout them, everyone bloomed~ 

I. Baltec - knowing this is listed as an HlB 9 I c-,annot help but 
include 1 t here because it resembles Tectorum in ~r mrth habits and colo 
uring so much. Gi ves no trouble and is a e5entle flo we"'.'? 

About nine ye[;'.r:-;; ago when visiting the cemetary h e re 9 I found a 
d ried stem that I kn0H was an cvansis. Took it home, tuclted it into 
moist soil? kee pin~ it d runp. Next spring I Has delighted to have a 
most exciting large (3½" across) lovely deep lavender bloom, ruffled 
and of smooth substanc.e. Everyone admired it 9 but so far no one has 
identifi ed it. Gave some aw2.y, but when I t ransplnnte d it in 1960 on 
moving, it c'l i dn~t m:i.l~e it. Nou I c2nnot find another one . This is a 
real loss. Moving in June 1960 , it was an ~xceptionally hot month and 
I lost sever a l iris th0t nre not too well knor·m on thi.s · coast 

Telephoning Ben Hagor 9 who has a nursery in Sto0kton 9 a very 
warm belt in the San Joaquin Valley 9 to ask about his success in hybrid
izing thr; evansias nnd his answe r was most surprising. He stated he 
had had no time to t ry pollinating them BUT they had seed pods from 
open pollination! ?.c has his plants crowded in o. 12.th house and had not 
had the opportunity to get them planted in the garden. Apparently the 
bees, wind and clo se proximity d id the worl<. Hr. Hc1.e;cr hz1s planted 
the seed in milled (g round) sphagum moss. After germination_he will 
transpla nt thfm into sand Emel ,nulch with the pine saHdust. 

El wood Holseed 7 a teaGher in the University of San Francisco, is 
the only successful hybridizer of evansias I l<now and never did give 
out his secret to us. I have tried so many ways and will keep trying. 

Oakhurst Gardens, Arcadia, California has one ii1hich I hope to get 
this year. I. uwodi* which is described a s a distinct and hardier fonn 
of 1• j aponica. I, Fairyland is a cross of l• uwodii-::- anc! I . wattii. 
By the way , do you grc~, 1, iw.ttli (bamboo iris) a s h i gh as five feet? 

l • miles ii 9 plEmted from seed took forever to produce bloom. Seven 
years. I was a bit d isappointed in the size of the flow<-)r, but the · 
colouring was pretty. 

I. Fniryland 7 Darjeeling, I. confusa 7 I. wo-ttii and I. Aprodite 
h2ve not bloomed y e t - just got-the plants l a st ye c1.r. All growing well. 

The others I hE-.ve growing a r e 1, naan , 2c:, flovrnr, vrhite, altho~ 
some have pale l avende r dots similar to I• jouonica. I· tectorurn and 
I· tectorum alba h ~ve 3g-:1 flowe rs. My colle ction still is lacking 
I. formosana, 1,, psc·uc1o rossii Emel I· sp E-~ cula trix. 

Nrs . Edith Cleaves 
676 Do~ming Ave. San Jose, Cali f • 

.;~ or Uwudu, probably (Ed.) 

ED: The above comple tes· the e xcerpts from Bull et in #2 of the B. I, s . 
Species Group of the meeti ng held on Mc1.rch 22nd, 1966. The material 
on the following page is taken from Bulletin f/J and w~s presented at 
a meeting held on April 19th, 1966 at Clc·lEmd Houoc 9 London. 

Selected comments on certain rare or unusual species 0 



Ambertellon: Stem 15-20 cmo tall, unbranched, 2 - flo'\lrered, red- p·µrple 
with yellow beardo Chromosomes 2n = 240 Said to be colle cted by 
Rudolph Hanselmeyer wild in Roumaniao No authority for nrune, which 
was not formally publishedo 

Statellae (Todarc! o) Bakero Stem 22cm.; 2- flowered ; flowers 
ivory or greenish white with tucked-in fallso Aprilo Spathes green
membranous9 clasping 9 not keeledo 2n = 40 or 44. Fertile for pods 
or pollen. 

Origin is obscure 9 alleged to be a seedling from Palenno Botnnical 
Garden, but reported wild in Sicily. Possibly a natural hybrid of 
J.o pseudouumila. A ha r dy free-flower ing garden plant. Widely grotim, 
and of easy culture in any sunny well - dr ainE~d soil. Meets i·li th general 
admiration nnd approval. No record of fertil e seed from its ovm pollen, 
by growers who would play Pandarus. 

SPECIES UNKNOWN TO MEMBERS AT THE r1EErING. 

Printed for reference in case any of these should present themselves. 
In U.S.A., or in the wild? (Collectors and holidaymake rs please note) . 

Aequiloba, Ledebour 
Stem 2- 3 cm. long, leafy; flowers lilac or yellow, the six .segments 

have long hafts; leaves slender 9 sickle- shaped ; spathes long and slender, 
mostly green- herbaceous, perianth- tube ?.5 - 8 cm. Closely allied to 
1• pumila. Crimea and Volga region of South Russia. 

BRr thii 
Unpublished nrune, attached to a dwarf bearded seedling obtain_ed by 

Hansel -rneyer from the Cluj Botanic Garden, Roumaniao 15 cm. tall, flowers 
yellow, lavender blue beard s 10 days later than pumilao Origin considered 
to be (_I. aphylla x I, pumilzi.) back crossed to pumila. Pod parent to 
the variety 0Laurin r , yellowish-bro'\lm flowers. 

Bosniaca, Beck (reichenbachii complex). 
Stem 10-25 cmo unbrancheds usually one-flowered, variable. 

2n = 24 diploid. April- May . Yugoslavia and Bul garia on granite formations. 

Chalkadiki or Chalcid iceo 
Unp: .ubli shed name , collected in Greece, growing in contact with 

lo attica. Stem 20 - 25 cm. flowers yellow, purple, variegatas , ~l~nd~p 
2n = 24 c'l.iploid and 2n = 48 tE: traploid forms. Flower forms ancl spathes 
resemble those of reichenbachii complex. Synonymous 1• macedonica Nadj. 

Griffithii, Baker 
Stem 15-20 cm. one - flowered, flower purpleo April - Nay. Spathes 

long, slender, herbaceous. Rare , endemic in Afghanistano 

Kobasensis, Prodnn 
Stem 12- 14 cm. one- flowered 9 flowers yello1,;. Said to be inter

mediate between large chamaeiris forms. e.g. virescens and bosniace .• 
Doubtful validity as a specieso Bosnia, Yugoslavia. 

Panormitana 9 Todardo 
Similar to 1• pseudopumila, only larger . No description available. 

ED: This article is continued on p.49. 



MEMBERSHIP LI ST 47. 

The first membership list 9 published in the April issue of SIGNA , 
has proven to be ,nost incomplete 9 with perhaps as many as one third of 
the members left off, so it was deemed advisable to reprint it and you 
will find this list is just exactly twice as many as the original one. 
Your Editor is still hearing from subscribers who did not receive the 
April issue of SIGNA and if any of the below listed members should 
have received this issue and did not; then please contact the Editor 
and a copy will be sent. There were so many of these omissions that it 
has become necessary to reprint 50 copies of t his issue 9 as the original 
supply has become exhausted. Since the job is done h~re 9 and the original 
stencils reused, the only real problem is the time i nvolved~ rour hours 
of scarce time to se-t up and re-run the issue. The October printing 
will be 200 copies and it is sincerely hoped this will prove sufficient. 

The number preceeding the~ name indic8 tcs a one year or a three 
year membership. 
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Allen 9 Dr. tl.C . 

· Atchison, Miss Alice 

Austin, Fr. W,P. 

Barnes, Mr. Clifford 

Bowers, Mrs. Bonnie 

Brooks 9 Mr. Robert 

Brmm 9 W. F. 
Bussell, Mrs. Lee 
Carter, Mrs. Grover c .. 

Central V811ey Iris 
Society. c/o Mrs. Olive 
McMullen, President. 
Champion, Nrs. F'lorence 
Chendler 11 R.S. 

Cleaves 9 Mrs. Edith 
Cook , Verna c. 

Cooney, Emmett A. 

Dabagh 9 Mrs. Peg 

Darr, Mr. Willi8Jll H. 
Davidson, Mr. B, LeRoy 
Dennis, Hrs . Zeh (Jr.) 

Dukes 9 Wm. J. 
Dugan 9 Nrs. Daniel 
Fischer, Mr. Hubert 
Flintoff, Mr. Jerry J~ 
Gabler, Dr. Fran P. 

Kingwood Center, P.O. Box 1186 
Mansfield, Ohio 44903 
Apt. 31, 306 Hitt 
Columbia 9 Mis·souri 65201 
27 Washington Ave . 
Stamford, Conn. 06902 
1806 NE 73rd st. 
Seattle 9 Washington 98115 
7607 Meadowlark Lane 
Roseville, California 95678 
6513 Monterey Road 
Los Angeles, California 90042 
469 Elpyco st., ~ichita 1 Kansas 67218 
428 1est Third St.; Elmhurst. Ill. 60126 
Route 4, Box 192-A 
Hood River, Oregon 97031 

366 Florence st. 
Turlock, California 95380 
100 Lind Rd., Grru1ts Pass, Oregon 97536 
513 J,nzac Hie;h'.,ray~ Glenelg North·, A. ;_· ·· • • 

South ~ustralia 9 Australia. 
676 Dovming Ave., Sen Jose, Calif. 95128 
6924 Pacific Highway East, 
Tacoma, Washington 98424 
1423 Z9t~· hVe. 1 San Francisco, Calif. 

94122 
1352 Sacramento - Apt. 5 9 

Berkeley, California 94705 
513 Sharp, Millville 9 N.J. 08332 
911 ~estern Ave. #200 , Seattle, Wash. 98104 
Rt. 1 - Box 337b. 9 Hot Springs, J.rkansas 

71901 
13616 - 26th Pl. So. 9 Seattle, Wash. 98168 
901 Society J,ve. 9 Albany~ Georgia 31701 
Meadow Gardens, Rt. 3 , Hinsdale, Ill 60521 
5608 North 18th St. Tacoma, Wash~ 98406 
3401 Niedernjesa, Hannover PSch~-, 
West Germany 
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3 
J 

J 

Ghio, Mro Joseph J. 
Goering, Mrso W.E. 
Gordon, ;,lice H. 
Graham, Mr . Tommy D. 
Gunther, Mr. W.J,. 
Hager, Mr. Ben R. 

Harder, Mro Larry L. 
Harper, Mrs. Chester 
Har dy, Hrs. John 
Heston , Mr. Thomas 

_Highley, Mrs. Sarah W. 

8191 Franz.Valley Road, 
Calistoga, California 94515 
1201 Bay St., Santa Cruz, Calif . 95060 
1545 Sunset Dr., Tacoma, Washo 98465 
15 Stephens Way, Berkeley, Calif. 94705 
2 Jeanne Court, iillt1och, Calif. 94509 
740 Crest Rd.., Delmar, Calif. 92014 
309 Best Road South 9 Stockton, California 

Ponca, Nebraska 68770 
95206 

Rt. 1 - Box 200, Yakica, washington 98901 
296 Hunsaker Lane, Eugene, Oregon 97402 
7135 Sh Boises Portland , Oregon 97206 
1068 Hunt Valley Drive 
Reynoldsville, Ohio 43068 

Holden , Hr. John Rt. 1 - Box 3770, Ridgecrest , Calif. 9)555 
Hubley, Mr. Robert Paul 14023 Le.Barca Rd., La Mirada, Calif. 90638 
Jackson, Dr. R. s. 92 i11bert St. , Oshawa, OntEi.rio, Canada 
Jasper, Mrs. Genevieve H. 2650 N. Desert hve. , Tucson, hriz. 85716 
Laking, i'1rs. Valeria 37605 Lakeville, i'·It. Clemens , Mich. 48043 
Laugen , Mrs. ~di th V. 1873 NE Hadison, Ros eber g , Oregon97470 
Lawrence, Mr. George H. M. 
The Rachel NcMasters Hunt Carnegie -Mellon University 
Botanical Library Pittsburg, Penna. 15213 
Mahoon, Mrs. Leona 11250 First N.W., Seattle, Wash . 98177 
Marchant, r•irs. 1,~ Stort Lodge, Hadham Road, 

Metcalf, Mr. Homer N. 

McLane, Mrs . Sue 

Bishops Stortford, Herts, England 
Professor of Horticulture, Montana State 
University, Plant and Soil Science, 
Bozeman, i•iontana 59715 
Ranchera Plena Flora 9 1393 Yampa .Ave., 
Craig, Colorado 81625 

Melnick, Mrs. ~. B. R.D. #5 - Box 532, bsheville, N,C. 28803 
Nelson, Mrs, Emily Eugene 19269 DeHavil land Drive 

Nenon, Hrs. Ulmer H. 
Neyerlin , Naoma R. 
Norris, Samuel N. 
Oliphant, Mr. Roy 
Peterson, Mr. & Mrs. 
Quigley , Mrs. Lloyd L. 
Reese; Joyc e 
Reid, Mrs. Loren8 M. 

Rhodes, Mr. Charle~; E. 
Richardson, Mr. Bruce 

Roberts, Mr. Earl R. 

Roe 9 Mrs. Be·rnice 
Ross 9 Mr. Julimn M. 

Saratoga, California 95070 
Box 75s Chatham, Virg inia 24531 . 
1827 Telegraph Ave . , Stor.,kton, Cal if. 9 5204 
R.R. 2, Owensboro, Kentucky 42301 
40 Sent or J .. ve. 9 Berkeley 7 Ca~ i·f. 94705 
Box 172 ~ Orleons, Calif. 9 5; 56 , 
2910 NE 49th St., Vancouver , Washn 98633 
P.O. Box 81 7 ·rhree ·Rivers, Calif. 93271 
17225 McKenzie Highway, Route #2 
Springfield, Oregon 97477 
3423 Manhattan; St. Louis, I·1issouri 63143 
492 Twenty Rel. E. , R, n. 2, Hrmnon, Onta rio 

Canada 
Median Iris Test Gardens, 5809 Rahke Rd. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46217 
1050 Bird Ave., San lose, C8.J.if. 95125 
3504 Bermuda Road, SW Hup.tsville, 
.hlbruna 35805 

Rowe, Mr s. Elizabeth H. 588 East End .ove., Pittsburg, Pa. 15221 
Rundlett, Mr. Edwin 1 Fairview Circl e, Stanten Island 

New York 10314 
Salsman, Orpsha L. 
Schreiner, Mr. Robert 

Schroter, Mrs . Richard 

14016 - 8th Avo,S , 5 Seattle, Wash. 98168 
3625 Quinaby Rd. NE, (R.2), Salem, Oregon 

97303 
211 La ispiral, Orinda, Calif. 94563 
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Shatzer 9 Robert L. 
Spencer, Mrs. ll 
Sweargin, Mr. C~ h. 
Terrill 9 Mrso Jo~ 
Thaxter9 MaJ'11ard K. 
Tiffney 9 Mrs. W.N. 
Trommer 9 Mr. Charles H. 
Twin City Iris Society 

Vaughan, Kevin 

Venables, Hr. Berncird 

Walther , Mrs. E.P . 

Warburton, Mrs. F.W. 
Witt, Mrs~ J , A. 
Whitehead, Diane 
Wilkes, Mr. Thomas M. 
Worland, Mrs. T,J. 

Yendall, i>ir. E . Freeman 
Peterson, Mr s . Henry 
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P.O. Box 126 , Albright, vi. Virginia 26519 
2539 East 17th St., Tulsa 9 Oklahoma 74104 
Rt. #3 - Box 136, .Terre Haute, Ind. 47802 
Rt. #1 , Burlingame, Kansas 66413 
Rt. #1 - Box J24 Nehalem, Oreion 971Jl 
226 Edge Hill Rd . s Sharon, Mass. 02067 
River St., Rehobeth, Mass. 02769 
c/o Mary Duvall 11 Sec. 4019 - 41st Ave. 
Minneapolis; Minn. 55406 
2017 South Athol Road, 
Athol, Mass. 01331 
27 The Close - Rayners Lane, 
Pinner, Middlesex, Enr land 
414 Upper Hountain Ave. 
Upper Montclair, N.J. 07043 
Rt. #2 - Box 541, Westboro, Mass. 01581 
16516 - 25th Ave. NE , Seattle, Washo 98155 
85 King George Terr::•ce~ Victoria, B.C . Can. 
10427 Samoa Ave., Tujunga , Calif. 91042 
4700 - 31st Ave . South, Seattle, Wash. 

98108 
24 Irving Terrace, Kenmore, N.Y. 14223 
Rt . 6 , Box 448A, Port Or char d 9 Wash. 98366 
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British Iris Society Species Group - continued from p.46. 

Pluriscapis , Prodan 
Stem 5 cm , leafy, flowers yelloi,r, spathes long, green, the outer 

keeled; perianth- tube 7-8 cm. The young extremity of the rhizome pro 
duces laterally ·about 10 flo \rler-st erns. Origin unkno'l'm. Cultivated in 
Cluj Botanic Garden 9 Rou~ania. Closely allied to 1• pumilao 

Reichenbachii, Heuffel 
Stem 18- 27 cm 9 leafy, unbranched : 1-2 flowered: flo 1:Ters lemon

yellow or broi,mish- purple : April-May: Spathes dist inc ti ve green- herb 
aceous, long-pointed and acutely keeled: Plant deciduous. Diploid 
2n = 240 Tetraplo icl 2n = 480 Variable - central to a complex. Dis 
tribution essentially Balkans. Distinct v2.rieties: athoa, tenuifolia, 
davisoffii. 

Sar ajevoensiss Prodan 
Stem less than 2 cm, l eafy. Flowers violet. Harch. Capsule 

l a rge and elongated, 7 cm long . Outer spathe- valve large, mostly green
herbaceous; inner valve membranous . Perianth-tube 5- 6 cm. Leaves 
3laucous. Bosnia, Yugoslavi8. close to lo pumil8.. 

Scariosa, Willdenoi,r ex Link. 
Stem 15-30 cm 9 simple ,leafy . 2-flmrnred ; flowers lilac to 

violet, veined bronze or red-brotm; beard white tipped viol~t. 
May. Spathes long - pointed 9 pale green and membr anous, lrnelecl. 
s ickle- shaped , gl aucQUS. i·Jestern di beria ~ Soviet Central Asia, 
and Mongolia. 

Serbica, Pan 

red 
April 
Leaves 
Sinkiang 

Stem 24 cm, f.; imple, leafy. 1-2 flowered. Flowers lemon or ~reen
i sh yellow, beard orange . April-May . Spathes herbaceous, slender 4 cm 
long. Diploid 2n = 24. Distinct, of the reichenbachi i complex. 
Serbia 9 East Yugoslavia, on limestone formations. 
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Suaveolens, Boissier & Reuter 
Of doubtful validity 1 .as some collected species have been ident

ified as pumila or mellita: within pumila variation? Described as a 
very dwarf plant with small flowers scented like Asperula adorata, 
butter - yellow with darker spot on the falls. Stem usually one-flottrered 0 

spathes herbaceous, outer valve keeleclo Dobrudscha, J.!:ast Roumania
0 

7 

Timofejeuii, Voronov 
Stem 15 cm, not leafy o One --flcwered o Flowers violet, hafts of 

t~e se~ents a 7e yello:!o Aprilo Spathes are long, green-membranous 
with :violet veins i keeled o Leaves gl8.ucous, sickle- shaped. Diploid 
2n = 240 Daghestan region, wast Caucasus o 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o O O O O O ~ o O 

EDITOR 9 S PAGE 

Bruce Richardson 

In launching a new Society there are bound to be some pitfall s, 
some turning up in the most unexpected pla.c-.es. We have had quite a 
probl em in obtaining a complete membership list (and there are gr8ve 
doubts in ·y mind that it is comple te even now), however, the list as 
printed in this issue is as up to date as it is possible .to obtain at 
this time and is twice the number printed in SINGA #lo · Some are new 
members just joined but certainly not all, so I am very much afraid 
some members will not have 1eceiveQ the first issue. Any paid up member 
should have received SIG NA #1 and the Cohen booklet :, A Guide to the 
Pacific Coast Irises:i. If any still has not received these/two items 
please write to me and I will send them. ' 

One year members are remin0ed that dues be come payable Jan. 1st, 
and we hope all of you will see ·fit to renew o Not ail was done in the 
Nay of publishing this year that was hoped for, but at l eas t a start was 
made , and certainly a lot more will be acc-.omplished in 1970. The new 
Study Nanual will be i8sued and sol!lewhere between two and four issues 
of SIGNb, The actual number depend s on the amount of material your 
~ditor can lE!y his hands on and the state of our finances , which in 
turn depend on how many new membert, we can get anc1. the success of the 
seed exchangeo Please try anc1 help by c-.ontributing material for SIGNA~ 
soliciting new member s and patronizing the f::;eecl. ~)X change. 

You will notice that the first six pages of this issue do not 
follow the usual forr:iat and this is solely due to the kindness and co 
operation of 1·I :ro Bill Gunter in supplying not only the copy, but sending 
it already printed ready to use. b few more like Bill and life would 
be a lot easier for your Edi tor o 1·iany thanks Bill, . and I do hope you 
have ·started somethingo 

A financial statement should have been included in this issue , it 
being the last for this ycar 1 but none w?.s ever received f'ro,n our 
Secretary, so that is one item th8t will have to 1:.ait another issue o 
It is hoped the next issue can come out Janelst, 1970, as surely during 
the winter there will be some spare time . Here we are right in the 
uic'lcl.le of the main part of the apple harvest and time is indeed precious o 




