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January 1971

IN REVIEWING THE PAST YEAR, AN ITEM WHICH IS
MOST GRATTIFYING TO THE SPURIA SOCIETY IS THE
APPARENT  FACT THAT MORE PEOPLE THAN  EVER
BEFORE ARE HYBRIDIZING SPURIAS.  NEW SPURIA
REGISTRATIONS IN 1970, FOR THE FIRST YEAR IN
SPURTA HISTORY, INCLUDED VARIETIES FROM THREE
DIFFERENT CONTINENTS.

THE COVER PHOTO AT RIGHT IS VERIFICATION THAT
NEW FOREIGN HYBRIDIZERS NOW ARE DEVELOPING
VARTETTES WHICH IN COMPACTNESS, FORM, WIDTH
OF PETALS, AND STANCE ARE AS ADVANCED AS THE
VARTETIES OF THE LONG-ESTABLISHED HYBRIDIZERS.

THIS PHOTO 1S OF A CREAM-COLORED SEEDLING
WHICH WAS HYBRIDIZED BY DR. GORDON LOVERIDGE
OF AUSTRALIA. IT WAS AIR-MATLED TO WWALKER
FERGUSON  BY DR. LOVERIDGE, AND FROM WALKER
FERGUSON 1T RECEIVED HIGHEST PRAISE. THERE IS |
EXPECTATION THAT DR. LOVERIDGE WILL REGISTER |
AND INTRODUCE THIS SPURIA IN 1971.

SPURIA Rla
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SPU S SOCIETY ORMATIO

MEMBERSHIP: A SECTION OF THE AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY UNDER APPROVED BY-LAWS.
AMERICAN MEMBERS OF SIS MUST BE MEMBERS OF AIS.

DUES: ANNUAL INDIVIDUAL %g 88 FaMILY $2.50
TRIENNIAL: INDIVIDUAL FAMILY $6.00
SUPPORTING ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP $30.

NOTICES OF DUES PAYABLE ARE INCLUDED WITH AIS DUES NOTICES.
RFLEASE PAY SPURIA SOCIETY DUES TO AIS ALONG WITH AIS DUES.
PLEASE INFORM THE MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN OF CHANGES OF ADDRESS.

NEWSLETTER: PUBLISHED QUARTERLY: JULY, OCTOBER, JANUARY, AND APRIL.
ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO SUBMIT MATERIAL FOR THE NEWSLETTER
TO THE EDITOR; IF POSSIBLE IT SHOULD BE TYPED AND DOUBLED SPACED.
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SPURIA SECTION' OF THE AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY

THE
PRESIDENT"S
MESSAGE
January, 1971

DEAR FELLOW MEMBERS:

GREETINGS FOR THE New YEAR. May 1971 BE THE BEST OF YEARS FOR YOU,
BEFORE WE KNOW IT IRIS BLOOMING TIME WILL BE HERE. SOON THOSE SEEDS
YOU PLANTED LAST FALL WILL BE SHOWING, IF THEY HAVEN'T ALREADY APPEARED.,
SPURIA DIVISIONS PLANTED LAST FALL IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA NOW ARE
SEVERAL FEET TALL. IHE CHRISTMAS RAINS HERE WERE A GREAT HELP IN
PUSHING THEM ALONG, |HE FREEZING WEATHER IN OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY
MAY RETARD GROWTH ELSEWHERE., BEING A NATIVE SOUTHERN CALIFORIAN AND
LIVING IN A FROST FREE AREA, [ AM NOT FAMILAR WITH THE EFFECTS OF
FREEZING WEATHER ON PLANTS, SO MY COMMENTS MAY NOT APPLY IN OTHER AREAS,

IN THIS ISSUE QF THE NEWSLETTER YOU WILL NOTE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
A NEw DrspLAY GARDEN, WE FEEL THAT DISPLAY GARDENS HELP INTEREST
PEOPLE IN GROWING SPURIAS. WE HOPE THAT ALL OF YOU WITHIN EASY
TRAVELING DISTANCE WILL TRY TO VISIT A SPURIA DISPLAY GARDEN THIS
YEAR, | WISH TQ TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK JACK RILEY, THE

DISPLAY GARDEN CHAIRMAN, FOR HIS FINE WORK IN REVITALIZING OUR DISPLAY
GARDEN PROGRAM.

1

WE HAVE A NEW SLIDES CHAIRMA‘I\j, BrYcE PHENIS. HE WILL REVISE AND UP-
DATE OUR SLIDE COLLECTION. WHY NOT WRITE TO HIM AND MAKE A RESERVATION
FOR SLIDES TO SHOW TO YOUR LOCAL GARDEN CLUB?

IN THE 1970 LIST OF SPURIA REGISTRATIONS THERE ARE SOME REGISTRATIONS
FROM OTHER COUNTRIES. |HIS INDICATES THAT INTEREST IN SPURIA HYBRID-
IZATION IS SPREADING, CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SPURIA ENTHUSIASTS ABROAD,

[T IS NOT TOO EARLY TQO BE PLANNING FOR THE 1971 AIS CONVENTION AT
WicHITA,  THE SPURJA SECTION WILL HAVE ITS_SECTION MEETING AT 1 Pl
ON WEDNESDAY, May 12TH, THE OPENING DAY, [HE PROGRAM WILL CONSIST
OF A DISPLAY OF SPURIA BLOOMS, WHICH WILL BE JUDGED BY A PANEL OF
THREE WELL KNOWN SPURIA SOCIETY MEMBERS. [HIS WILL BE A PRACTICAL
JUDGES TRAINING SESSION. IHERE ALSO WILL BE A BUSINESS SESSION.,
PLAN TO BE THERE,

CORDIALLY,

K)g\ i @\\M\,\)

ARCHIE OWEN, PRESIDENT
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SPURIAS FROM BROWNSVILLE TO DALHART
By Barbara Benson

MARCH - 1969

Spurias are fer Texas. They are tough, strong, healthy,
sun-loving, long-lived, wind-resistant and like alkaline soil.

Spuria hybridizing is so new that the possibilities have not
yet been scratched. However, the new hybrids are unbeliev-
ably beautiful and warrant adoption by all iris lovers.

From observing the varletxes of hybrids and species I am
growing, there seems to be two main types which need to be
distinguished in order to understand their habits of growth
and performance. The first, which do well over nearly all of
Texas are those which are developed primarily from species
originating in Turkey, the semi-arid portions of Asia Minor
and around the east end of the Mediterranean. These are pre-
dominantly vellow, white and combinations thereof. They come
into growth early in the spring, bloom fairly early for spurias
(in the middle and end of the TB season). They somelimes
refuse to bloom al all after winters with very low tempera-
tures, e.g., -10° F or below; they are occasionally damaged by
late freezes in the areas up on the Caprock (like Lubbock) but
are not bothered by ordinary frosts. They set seed easily and
the foliage begins to go to pieces in July. It looks terrible and
make you hate spurias until some knowledgeable soul advises
you to cut off all the foliage at ground level. It doesn’t hurt
the plant at all and it certainly relieves the grower. The plants
then enjoy a period of drying off, with a reduction of water
until September. At that time the new growth appears, and
by frost time is 18 - 24” tall again.

Good commercial varieties of this type that I have grown
are GOLDEN LADY, WADI ZEM ZEM, SUNNY DAY, IN-
TENSITY, ELIXIR, PLENTY OF SUNSHINE, DAWN CAN-
DLE, LARK SONG, WINDFALL, WAKEROBIN, WHITE
{%%IB%N, and the browns, such as BARITONE and DRIFT-

The second broad group is comprised of species found all

the way from Leningrad, U.S.S.R. down into the Balkans,

across the Ural basin, over to the Himalayas, then north and

east to the west slopes of the Altai Mountains of Tibet. It is

from these varietios that the best of the blue colors are de-
veloped.

These plants scem to be quite different, and I am growing
a number of the species, none of which have bloomed (too
young) but some of which should do so this bloom season. The
blues are much later coming into growth in the spring and ave
nearly three weeks later than the first group. The foliage
stavs green and strong until fall, and many of the species and
close hybrids retain excellent foliage until frost. Increase on
these is observed occasionally in mid-summer, but it stays
small and tucked down behind the big fans. Most of them
however, simply start growing in mid-spring with all new
foliage. These spurias rarely need cutting down until d-
emanded by winter or early spring aesthetics; and they seem
to appreciate fairly steady moisture all season long. Some of
mine grow in and around rose bushes and the plants that re-
ceive the side benefits of supplemental rose feeding do the best
of all. These always have bloomed for me, no matter how cold
it got in winter nor how late we had frosts and freezes.

All have rather narrow bloom, ranging from small to
large. Commercial garden hybrndq available now, but still
close to the species are the pioncer hybrids A. J. BALFOUR,
PREMIER, CAMBRIDGIE BLUE, and the Washington hybrids
HAZY HILLS, DLUE ZEPIHYR, BLUE ACRES, and a deriva- _ 4 -
tive, ROYAL TOGA.



But the story only begins here. The hybridizers have
madly scrambled pollen and varieties, and now the real glory
of the spurias becomes apparent. When you mix the basic
types there is literally no telling just which characteristics
will be exhibited by the hybrid. Therefore many of the blues
now have the best qualities of both varieties, such as THRUSH
SONG, LANDSCAPE BLUE, ARBITRATOR. ATLIECORY,
RUFFLED MOTH and the like. The COUNTERPOINT line
marks the beginning of plicatas in spurias. There ig one, to be
introduced this vear by Walker Ferguson, which will go under
the name MINNEOPA. For the Lubbock area this is one of
the loveliest spurias we have seen. It has ruffled violet-blue
standards, broad butter-cream velvet falls with a narrow blue
border. For me it bloomed with a terminal and 4 lower buds,
will take sun, wind and water, and will often have 4 open
flowers at once. This was the first iris in my yard (growing
under number at that time) of which a bloom stalk was stolen.
When I went out to see it, the stalk was gone, cut cleanly with
a knife, and by whom I do not know.

By way of further introduction, spurias are beardless.
Most range from 36” to 60” tall. They are divided and set in
the month of September. The roots should not be allowed to
dry out. Rhizomes are planted 1 -2” below the surface of the
ground. They require good moisture from the time of planting
through the winter the first year. Most will bloom the first
season, but if they do not do so it may be either because of the
variety or the rhizomes not being completely ripened (ready
for transplanting)., They are gross feeders in the spring. In
this area we use cotton sced meal, phosphate and potash as
food supplements. They like either a slightly alkaline, neutral
or slightly acid soil. That ambiguous statement merely means
they do well on any good garden soil. Probably the most im-
portant growing requirement is full sun. Spurias must receive
as much sun as possible. Light shade is tolerated but they
draw the line at shade pretty quickly. Once set, they may be
left indefinitely and divisions whittled off the clump every now
and then. They like water up to the bloom season. After that
they can take it or leave it alone. The biggest reported trouble
with them is mustard seed fungus. However, I have had only
one clump that I thought wag attacked in 1967. I have not seen
it again, nor am I positive of that diagnosis. I did sprinkle rose
fungicide around the clump at that time and the recovery was
immediate and complete. Ila Nunn of Houston recommends
dusting the clumps with Terrachlor if this does appear., How-
ever, with clean culture it has not been a problem here.

So far, all spurias with the exception of QUIET CREAM
(which I have not seen) have signals of some sort. Some are
huge, covering neirly the whole fall, some are medium sized,
some are thin gold lines down a short stretch of the fall, Nearly
all spurias exude nectar at the base of the corolla and therefore
are great drawing points for bees, wasps and other honey-
loving insects. The nectar produced is delicious. We have
noticed that a hornet, saturated with spuria nectar is quite
stupified and can be picked off the bloom without stinging. The
rub to this is telling whether he is full of nectar or just good
and hungry. Some of the spuria species are quite fragrant.
1. halophila alba has a rich, heavy, exotic fragrance quite unlike
any fragrance I know, but in the gardenia-type class, although
not as penetrating. And last but not least, new colors are being
developed in spurias, notably the reds,

If you are looking for adventure, try spurias. Join the
Spuria Iris Society A.I.S. (only $1.00) which has an outstand-
ing news letter published 4 times a year, and with just a little
interest and enthusiasm, my own belief that Texas can grow
bigger, better, and more different kinds of spurias than Cali-
fornia may be born out. Spurias are exciting, new, surprising,
and wide-open for development.
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KACATHRHI HOJAPOJTA XYRIDION B AIIXABAAE

A. E.Co6oaesa

(Extracts from a paper titled "Irises of the Sub-Genus Xyridion in Ashkhabad",
by Dr. L. E. Soboleva, which was*published in Botanical Bulletin # 76, 1970,
of the Academy of Sciences USSR. Translation by Edith Roden, University of
California at San Diego.)

While searching fon new plants appropriiate for ornamental use in the deep
south of the USSR, cur attention was drawn o a group of inises of the
subgenus xyridion. In foreign Literature these plants are known as "spuria
Aises”.  Thein great advantage in comparison to othern inises Lies in thein
ability to nesist the summen heat, to maintain the dark green fLeaves duiing
the entine season o4 vegetation on, in some cases, throughout the entire
year. They also are known for thein Late bloom, for theirn easy adaptation
Lo variows growing conditions, and forn thein resistance to fungus and
bacterial diseases. There are about 20-25 species ghowing in the sieppes
and forests of Spain, France, Austria, Kashmin and at the nonth of Agrica
along the coast of the Mediternanean Sea, whenreas in the USSR they are
encountered in the Caucasus, Ukraine, Moldavia and Middle Asia. ALL have
atthactive glowers which somewhat resemble the blossoms of the subgenus
xiphion (sometimes neferrned to as Spanish or Dutch irises).

A thind of all Zhe species of this subgenus are native fo the USSR. They
are especially abundant in the Caucasus; such species as Irnis musulmanica,
REaLLLL, canthaliniae, and others have been extensively collected in there
dwiing recent yearns. The study of numerous uises in nature, as well as the
study of herbaric samples, and of plants moved to botanical ganrdens, congiam
the belief of some of our biologists (Dr. G. 1. Rodionenko) that some of
Lthese nises should not properly be designated as separate species.

Live plants which werne brought to the botanical gardens from Azerbaldzhan,
Gruzia, Armenia, Dagestan, Twikmenia, Uzbekistan, Kingilzian and Tadzhikisztan
enabled ws to isolate and study numerous samples of such species as Inis
Reattil , 1. notha, 1. sogdiana, I. musulmanica and others. Among these
samples there 48 great varniation in form and size as well as in the colon

04 the Leaves, blossoms, stalks, and seeds. Some of them which are grown

in the Botanical Garden of the Academy of Sciences of the Turkmenian SSR

are highly appreciated as ornamentol plants. Among them we would particularly
mention a plant of Inis muswlmanica collected nearn Barda (Gruzinia SSR) which
has slendern flowen stalks which hold Larnge dark blue blLossoms well above the
foliage. Another outstanding example is a plant of Irnis carthaliniae

which came grom the Poila area of Azerbaldzhan; Lt L8 s0 {Lordiferous that
the clump simply bursts with violet-purple blossoms. ALso a desirable plant
45 anothern clone of Tris carthaliniae with white blossoms, which comes from
the vicinity of Gord (Gruzindan SSR).



Three othern species studied in the botanical garden, but not native to the
USSR, already ane widely used forn ornamental purposes in the horticulture
o4 Turkmenia and othern southern areas. These are Tris ochroleuca, Iris
monnierd, and ITris aurea.

Inis ochroleuca ghows wild in the western portion of Asia Minor. Tt was
introduced Ainto the USSR via the garden of the Botanical Imstitute (Leningrad).
The Leaves are up fo 70 cm Long, the flowen stalk L8 eithen at the same Level
with the Leaves orn exceeding them. The blossoms ane of medium size; Zhe

outern Lobes of the perianth are white with a deep yellow spot Ain the center;
the innern Lobes are white. 1t bLooms in May.

Inis monnierd 45 a natwral hybrid which probably results grom a crossbreeding
of Tris ochroleuca and a yellowish-gold (nuis which grows in Asda Minon
(Anatolia), but which has not yet been fully studied. 1t was Lntroduced

into the USSR via the Nikitsky Botanical Garden (Yalta). From there, in 1952
Lt was trhansferrned to the Botanical Garden in Leningrad and to othern Locations.
The color of the Lange blossom is yellowish. 1t bLooms at the end 0§ May or
ealy An June.

Inis awrea £5 a native of Kashmin. 1t was raised forn many years by the

Main Botanicak Garden (Moscow), where Lt also was chossbred with Tris
ochnoleuca. Tn 1964 it was planted in the Botanical Garden of the Academy

of Sciences of the Turkmenian SSR. The Length of Leaves s up to 100cm,

with the gLowern being somewhat Lowern than the Leaves. The color of the rather
Lange blossom L8 a continuous golden-yellow; Lt bLooms from the thirnd week

o May to the f{inst week of June.

A study of various species of xyridion {iises showed that they do not yleld

an equal abundance of seeds. In all species we found many seed pods which

did not contain high-quality seeds. While Linvestigating the causes, Lt was
found that the percentage of ferntile pollen grains in Irnis ochroleuca L5
comparatively small (approximately 35-40%) whereas the other two (yellow)
species had a much highen pollen fertility. Apparently in the Lattern case,
any absence of seeds 45 due to the specific sthucture of the female generative
organ of the bLossom, and/orn to the conditions under which the pollination
fook place.

The ripening of the seeds occuwrs around the end of July. 14 the seeds are
sown right aftern collection, they germinate in September rather abundantly,
whereas aging of seeds reduces theirn ability to germinate (up to 10%) and
reduces thein speed of growth. The seedlings begin to bLoom Ain the second
on thind yean. When different species are crossed, the characteristic
featurnes of the parent plants often are not inhernited by the new hybrid
seedlings. Therefore, upon bwisting into bloom, they yileld a spectrum of
dark-brown, Light-blue, bluish-violet, yellow and irnidescent colors. This
phenomenon 45 widely and sRLL{ULLy wsed by American growerns, who have
develLoped as many as several hundred garnden varieties of spuwila irls hybrids.

The final goal of the study of the intraspecific variety and biology of
inises of the subgenus xyridion, which continues in Ashkhabad, is the
wtilization of experimental data for the breeding of hybrids of "spuria
Luses’" of Locakl selection.

C rayCoKUM yBaxCHUEM ¥ IOOPHMU IOXEJaHUAMU
With best wishes and most sincerely,

Jiunusa CoGoaesa
letxx.xaa,s. (EKJE‘>JJLQ>C>__

Lilija Soboleva



CORDON BLEU FARMS

A NEW SPURIA DISPLAY GARDEN
by Ray Chesnik

THEY: Cordon Bleu?

WE: Yes....NO, we don't COOK spurias!

Having this opportunity to write about our new spuria display garden, I
find it impossible to resist explaining the name. Most people, when hearing the
phrase, "cordon bleu," think of gourmet cooking. The term is, of course, French,
and means "blue ribbon''. Way back in once upon a time time a French king created
a new order of knighthood which was designated by a blue ribbon. Those guys.
receiving the gauze were considered A-number-one type good citizens. Naturally the
Cordon Bleu was soon awarded to an A-number-one type anything; particularly when
fellows no longer wore ribbons.

Now some mean person might say that's a sneaky way of presumptuously calling
yourselves a blue ribbon farm. Honest, the thought hardly even crossed my mind.
What we ARE named after is a pretty little blue and buff colored african wax bill
finch. The Cordon Bleu is an A-number-one type bird.

Bob Brookxs and I as partners in this enterprise have relegated responsibilities.
He has sole charge of the tall bearded irises and I of the spurias, cymbidium
orchids, and birds. In practice, he tells me what and how to do for the spurias,

etc., and I ignore his T.B.s also.
W wq’p-»« .ﬁﬁ'r .( ~

e og MRATRTS SRR

There are at present sixty-five
difterent spurias being grown at
this new Display Garden. Included
are five species, Irises crocea,
halophila, colchica, ochroleuca

and muwsubmanica. In addition, we
have just received seed from the

ATS Seed Exchange of spuriae
brandzae, notha, kLattl and guelden-
staedtiona (halophila). The plan

is to grow every species of spuria.

We moved to this location on the
first of October last. It was a little
more than a month before the spurias

;

ach . bR % o VYR G A i were lined out. In my enthusiastic
Recent visitons at Cordon Bleu were TB desire for a great display, I['ll
hybridizens, Joe Gatty and K@Lih Keppel. admit to having gone a bit overboard.
(£-n)  Keppel, Brooks, Chesnik, & Gatty. The clumps were torn into the smallest

pileces and lined out in six rows. Each
row being about one hundred feet long. The longest new clump, roughly twenty feet,
is ESSAY, Hager '63 (one of the most prodigious multipliers for us). Now that the
tiny rhizomes have taken hold, I'll start using liquid fertilizer, at half strength,
applied through a hose siphon at every watering. As soon as the danger of frost is
past, on goes the solid fertilizer. I didn't know when planting these decimated
rhizomes that they'd be part of a display garden. Display there will be if they
don't keel over from too much food and water.

- 8 -



It's interesting to note the growth variation of varieties dug, replanted and
cared for in the same way and time. For instance Ferguson's DAWN CANDLE '65 and
— BARITONE '65: the former is up five inches at this writing while the latter is
little more than half as tall. The Nies-Walker spurias BLUE NIGHTSHADE '56 and
KATRINA NIES '55 are both vigorous looking and about seven inches. Ben Hager's
things have run the gamut here. SUSPENSE '66 succumbed in the rain (probably
planted too deep). CONNOISSEUR '65 is coming up through the pack after a very
slow start. PORT OF CALL '65 is a healthy six or seven inches. FAROLITO '65
(my favorite iris name) is doing spectacularly. Although planted later than the
others, it did have a good sized rhizome with increase that are flourishing.’ -
Since Eleanor McCown's spurias aré'mostly new to me this year, there is nothing
to compare with IMPERIAL SONG '65 which was among the decimated. I will say that
if her newer things can take the mangling that IMPERIAL SONG did, and come back
as well, she has a good thing going. As noted, these spurias were severely
divided and set out quite late, even by southern California standards. It will
be interesting to see if and how much bloom appears on these varieties that would,
in undisturbed clumps, be two or more feet tall by now.

The new varieties to be seen in this garden are HIGHLINE BLUEBIRD, McCown '71,
and ARCHIE OWEN, Hager '70. Of the '69s, there are Ferguson's REDWOOD FALLS and
McCown's RUFFLED CANARY. The only '68 is the McCown HIGHLINE LAVENDER which is
sprouting all over the place. In addition there are a few varieties not to be
seen in other Display Gardens
such as BLUE EARTH, PORT OF
CALL, CANARY CAPRICE, and the
species colchica, crocea, and
halophila.

And how do you become a SPURIA
DISPLAY GARDEN: First find

another Jim LaMaster of Del Mar.

It was his idea. He started the
ball rooling with a letter to

Jack Riley, the Display Gardens
Chairman. Then contact our editor,
Bill Gunther. (I can still hear

him repeating, "They planted them
right in front. Nobody's ever
planted them right in front of
beardeds before!') He'll intercept
and carry the ball by bringing
droves of SIS officers by and
off-handedlv suggest that this

might make a good Display Garden.
Since all SIS officers are the
nicest people, they'll not contradict
him. One or two might even say '"Yes",
Then Mr. Riley will get a letter
saying that a majority of the officers

They may Look Like HIPPIES IN IRISLAND--but
it was only a gatherning of the Spuria CLan.
(£-1) Ben Hager, Bob Brooks, Ray Chesnik,

Jim La Master, Ralph Conrad, and Dn. Clarke and past thirty two hundred presidents
Cosgrove. At garn Left are plant m“nh6¢5 have voted for it. AND THAT'S ALL
which identify the spurias which were jusi THERE IS TO IT. (I think that in
beginning to sprout at Cordon Bleu Farms. order to get by the editor's blue

- pencil, I'd better say that the fore-
going was a tongue-in-check rendition
of what actually happened.)



EXTRACTS FROM SPURIA ROBIMN # 2

CELESTE HAMNER, 1040 Pernis Blud., Pernis, Calif. 92370

Oun established spuwiia bed Looks good, with foliage from one fo two feet high
depending on the vardieties. We added eight new named spwiias Last all--including
MONTALVO, Walker; WOODWIND, Hagen; and PINK CANDLES (not introduced) Ferguson.
AL these were set Late in October and the growth s slow. 1% takes two years
begfore the re-set spwria reaches A8 full potential. Most of the §inst yean
plants do bloom, but the flower is dsually of poor quality. With the addition
of these new ones our spuwila bed now numbers {Lfty-seven named cultivars plus

a few of Walkern Fernguson's selected seedlings. We apply Aupen—phOAphate Lightly
twice each year, fLate fall and early spring. Our spuwiia bed is planted in rows
far enough apart to allow for increase for several years. A Lop dressing of
dairny manure each winter and plenty of waten dwiing fhe ghowing season L8 all
that 45 necessary to produce Zfop quality spwilas in this area.
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BRYCE PHENIS, 1673 Calado Court, Campbell, California 95008

1§ anyone L5 interested .n breeding there is no better place to start than with
the COUNTERPOINT Line; 1 think that we are going to see a whole range of patterns
coming out of this Line--stippled plicatas for one example; then also Ferguson
L5 getting pink ftoned things now.

1 totally neplanted the garden this year and most of the spwiias Look really
quite well, allf Lhings considered; 1 had sprayed with Dowpon in the front yard
to kAL the bermuda ghass, but some got on the spwiias. As a result some of
the things have been stunned and not growing foo well. Now that we are getiting
quite a bit of rain, the rain should Leach the Dowpon out and they should start
Lo grow.

ERRFRRR KRR KRR KRR RIR RN R RF R KRR AR KRR RRRRR KRR RERERRRRRR AR RRRR KRR IR R R R R Rk KRR KRR Rk kKR

ILA CRAWFORD, RFD #2, Box 35, Purcell, Okla. 73080

This 46 my §inst neal serious problem with rhizome not. 1 Lost MONTALVO and
WOODWIND before T noticed the condition existed. 1 never had this problem in
OkLahoma City; perhaps Lt was my sandy 504l there. This 804l L8 very heavy and
just agter my fall planting we had several days of heavy nain. Evidently the
dnainage 45 not the best and that (5 a must forn spwiias. The oldern estabfished
planting escaped this problem and T am at a Loss o determine what made the
digference, We should always use terrachlor at planting time as this will insure
against this infection. 1 gave this treatment to all the new planting aften 1
discovered the extent (Canco X just did not do the trick) of the damage. 1

think 1 have Lost three plants--the other one CONNOISSEUR. AL three are favorites,
and of necent introduction, and 1 plan to replace them.

1 think that ELeanor McCown's HIGHLINE LAVENDER will be .4n strong contention for
the Eric Nies Awand., The colon is delicate and appeals to the feminine eye. The
fornm s wide and compact with nice sthong foliage. We hope Lo see L€ glower in
s fullest glory this year on a second year plant.

TR ok K KRR KRR R KK R OR RO R R KRR R KRR R KRR KRR R R kR R R KRR R ROk KRR R KRR Rk Rk K
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MEMBERSHIP, by Clarke Cosgrove

The new year begins with thirty-five Life Members in the Spuria
Iris Society. The sudden spurt in this type of membership may

have resulted from the rising dues structure and from the problems
arising from dues billing by the national office of the American
Iris Society. A Life Member of the American Iris Society is not
sent dues notices for the sections by the national office and as
the section treasurers are not always aware of the status of the
individual's AIS membership some members may be lost in the shuffle.
The inclusion of sectional dues with the notices for the national
society's dues and the collection of sectional dues by the national
office has been of tremendous help to the sections, but has compli-
cated the bookkeeping accounts of the treasurer and has left the
current status of some members in doubt. The Spuria Iris Society
has been carrying possible deliquent members for from six months

to a year in order to allow time to reconcile the national and the
sectional records, but this financial drain is beginning to be
felt. A more rigid stand may have to be taken.

Other than recognizing Mrs. J. N. Cox as the first Life Member of
SIS, no attempt has been made to number the new life memberships.
The list now includes four foreign memberships from Australia,
England, and Germany; and two family memberships.

A salute and an expression of thanks to those who believe strongly
in the Spuria Iris Society and its purposes—-the LIFE MEMBERS

Mrs. Walter J. Abraham-Arlington, California
Herr Eckard Berlin-Markplatz, Germany

Dr. and Mrs. George W. Bremner—San Diego, California
Mr. H. B. Briscoe-White Hall, Illinois

Mrs. Walter Bunker-San Diego, California

Mrs. N. R. Carrington-San Diego, California
Mrs. C. C. Carson-San Diego, California

Mr. Raymond J. Chesnik-San Marcos, California
Dr. Clarke Cosgrove-San Gabriel, California
Mrs. J. N. Cox—-Norfolk, Nebraska

Mrs. Joseph P. Crawford-Purcell, Oklahoma

Dr. D. A. Dixon-Durham, England

Mrs. Hazel Grapes-Big Springs, Nebraska

Mr. William J. Gunther-Del Mar, California

Mr. Ben R. Hager-Stockton, California

Mrs. Johnson B. Hale-La Grange, Georgia

Mrs. J. R. Hamblen-Roy, Utah

Mrs. Mac W. Holloway-Sacramento, California
Mrs. Mary Hoskins-Bakersfield, California

Mr. Ralph A. Johnson-Phoenix, Arizona

Mr. William D. Lee-Houston, Texas

Dr. G. B. Loveridge-New South Wales, Australia
Mrs. C. B. McCaughey—-Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Mrs. Frank McCown-Holtville, California

Mrs. Ruth I. Messer-West Chicago, Illinois:
Mrs. Stayton Nunn-Houston, Texas

Mrs. Jocelyn O'Neil-New South Wales, Australia
Mrs. Edward Owen-Leucadia, California

Mr. Edward Pasahow-San Diego, California

Mrs. B. D. Pilley-Valley Center, California
Mrs. Barbara Serdynski-Los Angeles, California
Mrs. Cyrus Stanley-Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Mr, and Mrs. Marion Walker- Ventura, California
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e e, . TURQUOISE EGG
by Barbara Benson

Next to growing spurias, sharing them is the most fun. For some of
you who live on the outskirts of nowhere, and for those of you who

are bound to a fairly restricted locale because of business, age,
finances, health, family, or any other of a myriad of responsibilities,
a robin is the answer. Share your spuria experiences, victories and
defeats with others who share yqur liking for growing spurias.

There are only two or three basic requirements for participating in
a robin:

1. That you love to grow spurias,

2. That you will faithfully fly the robin in the mail within a
week of receipt (which can be without a letter if you are too busy),

3. That the subject matter is predominantly about spurias, whether
questions, answers, or both.

Enjoyment, interest, experience and curiosity can dispel timidity based
on a sketchy familiarity with spelling and grammar. Communication melts
away lots of doubts and holding back. In my own case, one robin has
opened up the whole world of spurias, and only friends (and more spurias)
have come flying in.

If you would like to fly a round, write me. Tell me about yourself & those
things that you would like to ask others with whom you correspond, the
sooner the better.

Mrs. Charles E. Benson
2601 26th Street
Lubbock, Texas 79410

I+141+1+1+]+1+1+[+T1+]+1+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]+]1+]+]

THE AIS SEED EXCHANGE IN ITS FOURT7 SEASON 0 OPER% ON OFFERS THE FOLLOWING
OPEN-POLLINATED SPURIA SEED AT 25¢/PKT.., OR b PKTS/$1. PosTrAID.

70M124 1nis ochrofeuca T0M128 Tris gueldenstaedtiana
70M127 Tnis halophila 70M189 1nis notha (halophila)
70M146 1nis brandzae 70M152 1nis Rlattil (halophilal

Onderns will be filled in rotation and supplies of some may be exhausted early.
Therefone, you should indicate §inst and second choices. ALL ondens, with
nemittance, complete name and address of customer, and with seed-Lot numbers
as well as specties names, should be addressed to the Seed Director, Mas. John
Hardy, 296 Hunsaker Lane, Eugene, Oregon 97402.

The Spuria Iris Society extends a sincere thanks fo Joe Weiler, Eak Robenrts,
Skipper Thaxtern, and Tomas Tamberg who donated the spuwiia seeds forn this year's

seed exchange.
- 12 -
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Daun Candle, in silbouette view, shows

how very fitting is its name. Y by Walker Ferguson

In previous issues of the Spuria Newsletter, there have been several comments from
people who wish that spurias were not so tall. And at the last San Diego iris meeting,
a young man talked to me about the "excessive height'" of spuria cultivars; he expressed
the wish that they would grow no taller than a gladiola. Through the years, many other
people have expressed similar wishes.

I do not feel that I personally have made much progress toward shorter spurias, but
PLENTY OF SUNSHINE is shorter than GOOD NATURE, and FROST is shorter than WAKEROBIN.
The species generally are not so tall as the hybrids. I have had Ids halophila alba
for eight years, but was successful only recently in obtaining hybrids from it; a

few of them are the height of their parent; most are taller. When I crossed the short
BLUE ACRES with medium height THRUSH SONG the seedlings were about evenly divided
between blue and white, with the blues being much the taller. As I was looking for
blues at that time, I did not save any of the whites.

During my first few years with spurias the tall ones seemed most attractive, but now
N

! wish nothing would be over four feet and that most would be nearer three feet in
height.

However, some people prefer their spurias tall.

Dr. Gordon Loveridge recently mentioned, with obvious approval, of having seen a clump
of SHELFORD GIANT seven or eight feet tall while on a trip to New Zealand. He also
wrote of his introduction, SURF BEACH, as favorably characterized by "having taller
bloomstalks than most other cultivars'.

Bill Gunther was looking for a spuria six feet tall, so he was elated last year when
he saw WHITE HERON in my garden at six feet and two inches.

Eleanor McCown had a seven foot seedling in her garden last season, despite the fact
that her garden is locatedin the desert (near Holtville, California) where garden
spurias usually do not grow so tall as in many other locations.

DAWN CANDLE and BARITONE, both of which are Eric Nies winners, are both tall, so there
apparently are many judges who like tall spurias and who will vote for them when
they are that way.

Quite evidently, there is great variation in preference among different people
regarding whether spurias should be short or tall. But also, it is logical that there
are appropriate situations in most gardens for spurias of different height. So I
conclude that in selection of seedlings, height of bloomstalk should not be considered
as a decisive factor. It it is a good spuria, there will be people who like it what-
ever the height. And whatever the height, there will be garden settings in which it

will be beautiful. -
- 13 - /4}4‘14”4 4
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£, J. BALFOUR
ALTCE. FASTPOOD
ANACAPE
ARBTTRATOR
ARCI'TE OWEN
AUTUVYN GLOY
AZURF DAYR
BANNFRS OF BLUE
BARTTONE
BATFEHEBA
BFLICGE

BIG CLOUD

BTG GOLDEN
BLACK POINT
BLUE ACRES
BLUE CORSAGE
BLUE DTSPLAY
BLUE PINAFURE
BLUF SPIDERWEB
BLUF VALFNTINE
BLUE 7FPHYR
BRONZE BUTTERFLY
BRONSPUR

BROWN GLORY
CAY3RTDGE BLUE
CAMARY ISLAND
CAFROXFE CHIEF
CHUMASCH CHIEF
COAL DUS
COLOR GUARD
CONNOISSFUR
CONTRADICTION
COUNTERPOINT
DARK & HANDSOMFE
DARK STLK

DAYN CANOLE

DOROTHY WARFNSKJOLD

DRIFTVNOD
DUTCE DEFIANCE
FL. CA¥INC
FLTYIR

ESSAY
FATRFIFLD
FATRY LANTERN
FATRY LIGHT
FATRY ¥AND
FARCLITA

FIFTF SYVPHONY
FIREPLACE
FIRET WOYAGE
FLUTED BUTTERCUP
FLUTED OPAL
GAY LARK

GOLD NUGGET
GOLDEN AGATE
GOLDEN BRANCE
GOLDEN LADY
GOLDFEN SCEPTRE
GOLDFN STATE
GOUD NATURE
GOND TFUNDER
GRAY TRFASURE
HAZY ETLLS
IMPERIAL BURGUNDY
IVMPFRT AL SONG
INDTAN PUEBLO
INTENSITY
INVESTMENT
Iris crocea

T. Lilsecine

T. Ysulmenica
I. Ochreleucs
I. Sogdiena

J. Nottre
KATRINA NIES

SPURI S _YARIETIES IN AUTFORIZED LICSPLAY GARDFNS

Berr 1289
Brennin '29
¥elker 64
Ferguson ! 66
Hager '70
Nies-Kalker '59
Nies '/2
Ferguson '€l
Ferpuson '65
Vastington '35
Simonet ' 64
Craig '50
Wuhlestein '62
Nies-Falker '55
Feshington *38
Corlies '55
Nies '47
Craig '50
Ferguson '66
Creig '50
Yeshington '43
Brennan %0
Nies 40
Corliss 158
Barr '10
Walker 48
Nies '(9
Walker '64
Ferguson '64
Nies 148
Hager '65
Ferguson !'€3
Ferguson '61
Ferguson '€6
Ferguson '61
Ferguson '65
Corliss %5
Nies-¥elker '56
Nies '47
Walker '58
Hager '63
Hager '63
Fergusen '67
Nies-Wilker '55
Thorup '43
Washington '31
Heger '65
Nieg '42
Ferguson '67
walker '6¢
Muhlestein '61
Muhlectein '63
Walker !'58
Dean 38

Nies '/
Corlises 155
Combs t57
Yashington '.48
Branin '28
Ferguson !58
Ferguson '66
Corliss '56
%eshington '31
McCown t67
MeCown '65
Welker '67
Ferguson '68
Creig '51

Borges 1287
Ker.

Linn. 1771
Fomin

Sieb, 1219
Nies-Walker t'55

1

x
X

M X

HoM oM

MMM X

™

MM XM MMM

2

x)

=

X
X x
X
b &
X
X X
X
x
X
x
X
X X
X
X
x
x
X
X
X
X
X
X
X x
X
X X
X
X
X
X X
X X
X
X
X X
X X
X
X
X
X
X
X
b 4
X
X
X
X
x
X
X
X
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LACFD BUTTERFLY
LANDSCAPE, RLUE
LARK SONG

LORD WOLSFLY
LUYTERE

LYDIA JANF
MARTLYN HOLLOWAY
MARJORTE TALLCHIEF
¥EDTA LUZ
MINROPA
MTCHIGAN STATE
MONSPUR
MONTAL T
MORNTNGTT OF

YT, PALOMAR

¥T WHITNFY

MT VWILSON
NEOPEYTE ¢
ORANGE MATD
OROVILLE
PASTCORAL

PEACHES & CREAM
PERKY MLID
PLENTY OF SUNSHINF
PORT OF CALL
PREVMIFR
PRIMROSE BUTTERFLY
PURPLE KNIGHT
RED 02K

RED STEP

ROYAL TOGA
RUFFLED GOLD
RUFFLED MOTH
RUSSFET FLAME
RUTH NTES CABFFN
SECRETS

SPRING PLUM
STABILTTY

SUNLIT SEA
SUNNY DAY

SONNY SIDE
SUSPENSE

SWEET BUTTER
THRUSH SONG

TWO OPALS
VIOLET VEIL

WADT ZEM ZEM
WAKE ROBIN
YESTFRN LARK
WHITF BALLFT
WHITE BRANCF
WHITE CRANF
WHTTE HERON
WINDFALL
VOODVIND

YELLOW SWALLOWTAIL
YELLOW ¥FINGS
ZEPHROSO

5. Roy, Utah

10.
11.

Muhlestein '61

Ferguscn '62
Nies V472
Barr 188¢

Washingten '35

Valker '6/
PAGTR '70
Corliss 57
Hager '€7
Ferguson ' 6%
Nies '/Z
Foster 1800
Valker '67
Welker '55
Yhite '63
Milliken '33
Milliken
Hager 163
Ferguson '65
walker '67
Nies '42
Taylor /.7
Nies '49
Ferguson !'63
Hager '65
Berr 1899
Corliss 158
Ferguson '€68
Ferguson '65

Muhlestein '64

Nesmith 154
Taylor 147
Ferguson '6&l
Nies 140

Nies-¥alker 1.9

Ferguson !'52
Ferguson !'63
Walker 164

Nies-Felker '56

Sasg '31
Creig '51
Hager 166
Creig '5C
Ferguson '52
Nies '4l
Walker '56
Milliken '43
Ferguson !'58
Ferguson '67
Corliss '56
Corliss '56
¥illiken
¥illiken '48
Fergueon '58
Hager !'67
Nies '42
Ferguson 6L
Nies 1.9

TOTAL

Los Angeles, Calif.
Berkeley, Calif.
Denver, Colo.

El Paso, Texas

Memphis, Tenn.

Kansas City, Yo.

Okla. City, Okla.
Phoenir, Ariz.

Upper Montclair, N. J.
San Marcos, California

X
X X X
X
X X
X X
X
X
X X
X X X
X
X
X X X
X
.4
x & x X
¥ X X
X X
X
X X
X
X X
X X X
X x X x
X
x
X
X
X X X X
X
X
X
X X
X
X X x X X X
X X
X X
X
X X
X
X X
X X
X
X
x X X x  x X
X X
X
x X X
59 27 4 17 4 26 15

CODE TO GARDFN LOCATION

County & Stete Arboretum, Arcadia, Calif.

University of Calif. &t Berkeley

Leng's Gerdens, 3240 Broedwey, Boulder,
Grounds of Washington Park Zoo, Fl Peso,
Vigsion Bell Gercens, 2778 », 5600 Soutb
Ketchum Memcorisl Carders, Memphis, Tenn.
C. R. Mnnick, 325 N.E, Perk Circle
¥111 Rogers Gerdens, Okle. City, Okle.
Bob Steub, 3959 Glerencon Ave., Phoenix,
Presby Memorial Garden, Upper Montclair,
Cordon Bleu Farms, 418 Buena Creek Road,

* Additional varieties growing in garden #11 (Cordon Bleu Farms) are: BLUE

NIGHTSHADE, CANARY CAPRICE, HIGHLINE BLUEBIRD, HIGHLINE LAVENDER, I

. colchi

2. 9 10
x
x
x
x x
x
bs x
x x
x
X
x
x x
x
x x
x
x
x X
x x
x
x x
x x
x x x
x
x
x x
x x
x
x
38 26 22
Colo.
Tex.
Ariz,
N. J.

W M

Mo

‘San Marcos, Calif.

EARTH, BLUE
ca, I. halophila,

I. musulmanica, ONE REASON, REDWOOD FALLS, RUFFLED CANARY, SURF BEACH, and TURKEY YELLOW.
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M W THE AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY REGION EIGHTEEN

)

WELCOME to the Convention here in Midway, U.S.A.! We do hope many of you are
going to join in the fun and 'irisin'. The one thing we need most is iris
people by the HUNDREDS. Secondly, a typical season-—that sometimes demon who
is uppermost in the minds of all convention hosts.

Detailed information will be found in the January AIS Bulletin with still more

in the April issue. 1In attempting to relate items our Spuria members might be
especially interested in--the section meeting comes to mind. It is scheduled

for Wednesday, May 12 at 1:00 PM. We understand a unique judges training session
is being planned. Mrs. Owen will have details for you. This session with live
spuria specimens being discussed will, we hope, spark more enthusiasm for growing
them. (This might be a good place to mention there will be one Judges Training
class conducted by Dr. Hugo Wall. He has chosen a most specific subject important
to all judges--this will not be a session on judging in general. Sound intriguing?)

Spurias do well in the Wichita area but from what I've observed, flowers per stalk
are not as numerous as in some locations. Normally, they do not bloom here until

the TB. season is definitely over. However, should we experience an early season——
you will find Guest Spurias blooming at the John Ohl, Jones and El Dorado Gardens.

We are proud of our Wichita Area Iris Club Shows. Particularly the last two

annual ones--entries doubled previous ones. What will happen in '71 with so much
time necessary for convention work may be another story. A special effort is

being made locally to encourage exhibitors to get entries in, the same as any other
year. Divisions are many, including Junor Horticulture; Junior Artistic; Artistic;
Seedling; Commercial and separate sections for all types of specimens.as warrants.

Inquiries have been made as to entries from areas away from the Wichita vicinity.

Our shows have always been open to everyone and the 1971 show will be no exception.
You are most welcome~-no matter where you live. Horticultural entries are limited

to twelve, including collections; Artistic limit is seven. The headquarters hotel
tells us they have no refrigeration facilities available to store specimen stalks.

To those of you who are considering exhibiting—--some means will be found to transport
them from the hotel to the show room.

On Saturday morning you will tour the E1 Dorado and Watson Park Gardens. Immediately
following lunch--buses will be waiting at the door to take you to the show (only ten
minutes away). Shuttle service is to be maintained so you may return whenever you
wish. Yes, you will be tired Saturday--but do go see the show anyway--you can still
get back to the hotel for a rest before the big Awards Banquet in the evening. Besides
that, what better way to finish seeing irises in Wichita than enjoying a display of
bloom all collected together in one air-conditioned room?

- 16 -



The Registration Fee--$42.50--is a genuine bargain! Stop for a moment to consider:
this is the same figure as four years ago and ponder for a moment the spiraling
costs of everything. We have cut some corners to be sure--but without sacrificing
quality. We believe we are giving you a first class convention-—just one without
unnecessary frills. After all the primary purpose is to SEE THE  IRISES,

and those we have!

uordlq/}y,

Vil el

Roberta W. Torrey
| 2046 S. Chautauqua
Wichita, Kansas
; 67211

RIAS

(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D-I—(D—I—(D-I—(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+(])+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+®+(D+(D+Q)+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D+(D

FOR SPURTAS ONLY

There neven yet has been an AlS-accredited inis show in which entries were Limited
to spwrias only. The preceeding statement is irue now--but probably will not be
the aptern next May.

Plans are underway forn two accredited shows "for spwiias onky" in May. One 45
scheduled fon San Diego, on Mau 1, as one event for the annual Spring Meeting of
AIS Region 15. The othen is scheduled for Wichita, on May 12, as the basis 4orn a
neal-Life judges trhaining session for spurids.

Spwiia Society members who plan to attend the Region 15 Meeting and/on the AIS
National Convention are urged to make plans to bring spuwiia bLoomstalks as entries
gon these shows, Lf possible.

More details will be included in the Apriil issue of this Newsletten

- 17 -



SPURIA IRIS SOCIETY
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SPURIA SECTION OF THE AMERICAN (RIS SOCIETY

SPURTIAS

Last fall, the Inland Iris Society (Riverside and San Bernardino
Counties, California) held a spuria meeting. The speaker was Archie
Owen, President of the Spuria Iris Society. Paraphrased notes, based
on her presentation, are reproduced below:

Duwiing the cowrse of the Last few hundred yearns botanists have named and
described almost one hundred difperent spunia "species”". However, Ln

ourn phesent perspective, we evaluate most of them as synonyms, subspecies,
gorms, on hybrids, rathern than as thue species. The Spuria Tris Society's
checklisZ, and the American Trnis Society's book, Garden Irnises, indicate
that the numben of thue spwila species s no more than fLfteen or twenty.

Many of the modern spuria cultivars were developed from three species, each
of which has §ornty chromosomes, and each of which 45 tall. These three
species are Tnis ochroleuca, Tris monnieni, and Inis crocea. Individual
comment on each of these species follows:

Inis ochroleuca 45 Aindigenous to the Nearn East; it was introduced into
England in 1778, and 4into the USA not Long thereaftern. 1t is very
adaptable and it 45 a vigorows grower, for which reason Lt L8 perhaps
the most common spwiia in gardens today. The plant ghows up Lo s4x feet
(on more) in height; the bLoomstalks often have many bLossoms cpen
sdmultaneously; the standards of the blossoms are white, the falls are
white with a Large yellow blotch Ain the central area. The falls "curl
undern" to a degree such that the tips of the falls wsually cannot be
seen in vertical view. '

Inis monndierd was it described in 1808; the "type' specimen was collected
in Versailles, France, grom the garden of Le Monniere (for whom it was Named) .
The Bruitish botanist Dykes, and many others, evaluated Lt as being a hybrid
cross between Iais Ochroleuca and a yellow spuria which ghows Ln Turkey. 1%
does not come "true" from seeds, s0 At very Likely L5 noit a thue species.

Inis crocea 45 a native of Kashmin, in India. 1t was described and (LLustrated
in a botanical jowwnal in 1847. 1t 48 yellow, and Lt is particuwlarly
distinguished from other spurias by the fact that the tips of its falls are
pointed. The name "Inis awrea" L5 just a synonym for Tris crocea.

Cultivans derived solely from the three species Listed above will have
blossoms which include white, cream, and/on yellow--but nothing else.
Hybrids which have other colors include other species in thein heritage.
The most common sowrce forn other colorns derives from crhosses between Inis
monnierd and Trnis spwila which were made by the English hybridizen, Foster,
stanting 4in 1890, Hybrids which came grom the cross of monndierd by spwila
were designated as "monspurs". The best known of the monspurs include

the varieties PREMIER, MONSPUR, A. J. BALFOUR, and CAMBRIDGE BLUE.

One other spuria species which recently has been important in hybridizing
of cultivarns L5 Trnis canthalinea. This specdies 48 a parent of the varieties
ESSAY and NEOPHYTE: At notably Aimpants into its progeny foliage which stays

green until very Late in the season.
- 18 -



Tnis ghaminea

Ins spuiid

Genes from most of the other spwiia species have not been used fon developing
modean spwiia cultivarns. This is negretable, because many of the unused species
have one on more characteristics which in a cultivar might be attractive.

Small size is one o4 these characteristics.

0§ the small sized species, Tnis graminea in nature occupies the most expansive
habitat. 1t grows wild across much of southern Ewwpe, the Near East, and

the Middee East. This area includes the entire nrange from Spain thru 1Laly

and the Balkans to the Caspian Sea. This species 48 about a oot in height,
with grasslike foliage. The blossoms are deep violet in color, and anre
gragrant.

The stems of 1nis graminea are 40 shont that the blossoms somefimes are hidden
amidst the foliage. But several othen small sized spuriia species have stems
which hold their bLossoms weld up above the foliage. 1t is possible that a
cnoshd between Inis graminea and one of the othern small species would produce

a hybrid small in stature and with qualities to meet the requirements forn a
borden plant.

1t is significant to note that very few spwiia species have been utilized in
develLoping modern spwila cultivans. Since most spwiia species have not been
used in hybrnidizing, it follows that most of the possibilities in this fLeld
have not yet even been tried; it means that the field s wide open o new
spuria hybridizens.

We hope that dwiing the next bloom season many additional people will begin

hybridizing spuwiias. And we hope that they will be adventuresome encugh to

thy using different species fon foundation stock. And we wish them the best
0f success.
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RESURRECTION OF A GARDEN

During the course of years, all the labels have disintegrated and disappeared. The

garden was long neglected, but the spurias, with the names lost, still are growing
beside the old farm house near San Marcos, California.

Chance and coincidence makes those spurias very interesting at this time.

Years ago, the well known irisarian, Tom Craig (recently deceased) lived near that
old farm. He then was hybridizing .spurias. He registered and introduced seven spuria
varieties, but only a couple of those varieties are commercially available today.

One of Tom Craig's employees was an upcoming young man who then lived at that old farm
near San Marcos. The name of that employee was Ben Hager.

The spurias near the old farm house probably are some of the old Craig varieties,
planted there by Ben.

It is very possible that in a few months, when those spurias bloom, they may be
identified (by use of the registration descriptions) as Tom Craig's varieties. At
least, the new residents of the old farm hope so. They like spurias. They like
them so well that they have enlarged the old spuria planting by adding long rows of
new spurias: 65 varieties. The old Craig spurias would be a very welcome addition
to their collection.

The new residents at the old farm are Bob Brooks and Ray Chesnik; the old place now
is called the Cordon Bleu Farms; and Jack Riley (Chairman of the Spuria Display
Garden Program) has just designated the Cordon Bleu Farms as an official Spuria
Display Garden,

Elsewhere in this issue of the Newsletter is an article about this new Spuria Display
Garden. In a future issue-—-after blooming season--will be photos of the spurias in
the o0ld patch--with (hopefully) newly replaced identification markers.

We hope that on those markers will be the names of all the Craig varieties.
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