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A&D Cadd - 2004 (K. Smith photo)

‘Line Dancing’
Jenkins by Comanche Acres - 2007 

(Hedgecock photo)

‘Some Say It’s Pink’
L. Walker - 2009 (Plotner photo)

‘Elfin Sunshine’
Jenkins - 1998 (T. Hudson photo)

‘Solar Fusion’
L. Walker - 2005 (Jurn photo)

‘Zulu Chief’
Jenkins - 1992 (T. Hudson photo)



Spuria News                Spring 2016
Board of Directors
President
Jim Hedgecock (2017)
12421 SE State Rt. 116
Gower, MO 64454-8613
Phone: (816) 424-6436
E-mail: jim@comancheacre-
siris.com

Vice President
Andi Rivarola (2017)
5654 Murrietta Ave.
Valley Glen, CA 91401-4708
Phone: (818) 802-4188
E-mail: andinsky@gmail.com

Secretary
Kate Brewitt (2017)
120 Glass Drive
Aurora, ON, Canada, L4G 2E8
Phone: (905) 841-9676
E-mail: kbrewitt@rogers.com 

Treasurer
Debbie James (2017)
6634 Gaviota St.
Lake Balboa, CA 91406-5943
Phone: (818) 922-9153
E-mail: dbabski1962@yahoo.com 

President, Vice President, Secre-
tary, and Treasurer are elected 
officers serving 3 year terms and 
take office at SIS Annual Board 
Meeting at the AIS Convention or 
July 1 if no AIS Convention. The 
current terms expire in 2017.

The Spuria Iris Society is a sec-
tion of the American Iris Society 
and holds a Board of Directors 
meeting each year at the AIS 
National Convention. Your partici-
pation is welcomed and encour-
aged.

Chairperson / Committees
Webmaster
Andi Rivarola
5654 Murrietta Ave.
Valley Glen, CA 91401-4708
Phone: (818) 802-4188
E-mail: andinsky@gmail.com

Membership
Debbie James
6634 Gaviota St.
Lake Balboa, CA 91406-5943
Phone: (818) 922-9153
E-mail: dbabski1962@yahoo.com 

Spuria News Editor 
Darol Jurn
100 Sedona Vista Dr.
Sedona, AZ 86336-6017
Phone: (928) 282-5173
E-mail: djurn@prodigy.net

Membership Rates
Domestic Members 
(includes Canada) - Annual.... $12
Domestic Members 
(includes Canada) - Tri-annual $30
ALL E-Members - Annual.......... $ 6
ALL E-Members - Tri-annual.....$15
Overseas Member - Annual.... $15
Overseas Member - Tri-annual$40

You may become a member online, 
and pay via PayPal at:
http://www.spuriairissociety.org/
NOTE: E-Members receive an 
electronic copy of the Spuria 
News and must have a current 
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renew memberships: 
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President's Message
by Jim Hedgecock

Hello Spuria Friends,
I hope this newsletter finds 
all of you well and getting 
ready for the bloom season. 
We are having a somewhat 
mild winter. Several of those 
large snow storms just missed 
us. We had plenty of freezing 
temperatures. But not much 

snow.
I want to thank the Northern Oklahoma Iris Soci-
ety and Anna Cadd for their donations to our Soci-
ety.  All of us are saddened by the loss of David 
Cadd.
I am recovering from prostate surgery in early 
February. The good news is all cancer was con-
tained in the prostate. I don't see any problems 
doing spring chores. 
There will not be a board meeting at the conven-
tion this spring. The board will set up a phone 
meeting prior to the convention.
Spuria Irises are no longer the unknown iris. I am 
honestly shocked that we have so many hybridizers 
and iris people trying Spuria Iris for the first 
time. If you want to help us grow and learn more 
about Spuria iris, suggest a membership to your 
local society.  
Thank you, and God Bless you and your gardens.
Respectfully
Jim Hedgecock
President Spuria Iris Society 

Treasury Report
Profit & Loss 

Feb 1, 2015 thru Feb 1 2016

Beginning balance: $6,616.99
Income:

2015 Fund Raiser 350.00
Spuria DVD 10.00
Checklist 220.00
Advertising 20.00
Donations 600.00

Income total: $1,200.00

Membership Dues:
Single Annual 168.00
Single Triennial 420.00
Overseas Single 0.00
Overseas Triennial 0.00
1 yr E-membership 36.00
3 yr E-membership 135.00

Total Membership $759.00

Total Income: $1,959.00
Expenses:

Newsletter 241.68
264.27

Website Hosting 215.72
Membership forms 35.24
Shipping from Price 108.12
Staples/labels 54.48
Awards by C&L 76.55
Checklist printing 100.00
PayPal fees 15.13

Total expenses $1,111.19

Ending balance: $7,464.80

CD:
Beginning balance $1,203.58
Ending balance $1,204.14

2015 Spuria Popularity Poll
by Kate Brewitt

Award-winning irises seem to stand the test of 
time, and this showed in the results from last 
year's Spuria iris popularity poll. For the second 
year in a row 'Adriatic Blue', Dave Niswonger's 
2006 Eric Nies Medal winner, was the most popular 
Spuria iris. The second most popular, 'Golden 
Ducat', is also an Eric Nies Medal winner from 
2014. Cheryl Deaton of California (USDA zone 8) 
described this deep gold self as a late bloomer 
that is "big and bold in the garden". I would add 
that it is also a reliable bloomer, blooming every 
year in my USDA zone 5a garden since I acquired 
it eight years ago.
New to this year's list is the 2008 Eric Nies Medal 
winner, 'Elfin Sunshine', an attractive pale yellow 
self. In my garden, it signals the beginning of the 
Spuria season as it is always the first to bloom. 
Also new are 'Midnight Rival', which is a deep ame-
thyst purple with a small yellow signal, and 'Blue-
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berry Sundae', which has deep blue standards and 
a white fall trimmed in the same deep blue. In fact, 
about half of the cultivars are new to the top 10 
which means Spuria lovers have additional choices 
to try in their gardens.

Thanks to everyone who participated in the 2015 
popularity poll. As always, submissions came from 
SIS members living in a wide range of USDA 
zones; from zone 10a (California) to zone 5a 
(Ontario, Canada). 
If you are thinking of adding to your Spuria collec-
tion this year, you might want to consider one of 
these beauties! Pictures can be found in the Spuria 
section of the AIS TWIKI: http://wiki.irises.org/
bin/view/Spu/WebHome.

Spuria News
-----------------------------

The Spuria Iris Society thanks the following indi-
viduals for donations to the Spuria Iris Society in 
honor of David Cadd:
• Anna Cadd
• Southern California Iris Society

-----------------------------
The Spuria Iris Society thanks the Northern Okla-
homa Iris Society for their generous donation.

-----------------------------
Attention Spuria Hybridizers

We would like to showcase your new seedlings. 
Send two or three photos of you new seedlings 
with a brief description to Darol Jurn (contact 
information on page 2 of this newsletter), our 
newsletter, editor. We will accept photos until 
September 1st. Please no introduced varieties.

------------------------------
Annual Spuria Fund Raiser

We will have a number of newer, donated spuria 
introductions for sale at our booth in the upcoming 
New Jersey Convention. These will be sold on a 
strictly first come basis. Price will be $40.00 each 
and shipping will be included.

-----------------------------
Advertising rates for two editions of the Spuria 
News are as follows:

Full page: $30
Half page: $20
Quarter page: $15

To submit advertising send the appropriate amount 
to:
Debbie James
6634 Gaviota St.
Lake Balboa, CA 91406-5943

E-mail: dbabski1962@yahoo.com
Send a hard or electronic copy of the advertisement 
to the Spuria News Editor:

2013 2014 2015 Cultivar Name

12 1 1 ‘Adriatic Blue’ (Niswonger, 
1996)

8 6 2 ‘Golden Ducat’ (Cadd, 2004)

8 2 3 ‘Line Dancing’ (Jenkins by 
Comanche Acres, 2007)

11 12 3 ‘Some Say It's Pink’ (Walker, 
2009)

-- -- 4 ‘Elfin Sunshine’ (Jenkins, 1998)

12 16 5 ‘Solar Fusion’ (Walker, 2005)

1 -- 5 ‘Zulu Chief’ (Jenkins, 1992)

10 3 6 ‘Countess Zeppelin’ (Hager, 
1987)

-- -- 6 ‘Midnight Rival’ (Johnsen, 
1993)

12 4 7 ‘Remembering Vic’ (Walker, 
2005)

12 -- 8 ‘Mahogany Lord’ (Blyth, 1993/
94)

16 18 9 ‘Dungeon’ (Ghio by Comanche 
Acres, 2008)

-- -- 10 ‘Blueberry Sundae’ (Niswonger, 
2000)

-- 10 10 ‘Kaibab Trail’ (Wickenkamp, 
1985)

17 17 10 ‘Mahogany Ember’ (Johnsen, 
2013)

11 7 10 ‘Speeding Star’ (Cadd, 2002)
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Darol Jurn
100 Sedona Vista Dr.
Sedona, AZ  86336
e-mail: djurn@prodigy.net

-----------------------------
The next Spuria Mini-Convention is scheduled for 
May 5 & 6, 2017 in Los Angeles. Guest Spuria Gar-
dens include the Huntington and Descanso Gardens.
 

-----------------------------
Spuria Iris Society 2013 Digital Program
The Spuria Iris Society is happy to bring you the 
2013 Digital Presentation for your iris or garden 
club.
Please order the digital program via Paypal (below).  
Or send a check made to the Spuria Iris Society to 
our Treasurer:
Spuria Iris Society, Treasurer
Debbie James
6634 Gaviota St.
Lake Balboa, CA 91406-5943
The current price is $10.00.
Once the payment is received, an email note will be 
sent to the buyer with information about down-
loading the program online via Google Drive.  (If 
for some reason you do not have access to Google 
Drive, please let us know.)
Andi Rivarola
andinsky@gmail.com

-----------------------------

Going East in 2016
The American Iris Society Convention

May 23-28, 2016
Newark Liberty International Airport Marriott 

Hotel
Newark Liberty International Airport

1 Hotel Road, Newark, NJ, 07114
Phone: 973-623-0006

www.ais2016convention.com

-----------------------------

Spuria Checklist
The Spuria Checklist has been revised for 2013 
and is currently available. This checklist includes 
many new and updated photographs including regis-
trations through 2013 for a total of 269 pages. 
The purchase price is (includes postage):
• $55 for domestic orders, 
• $55 for Canada orders (US dollars),
• $65 for International orders (US dollars)
Purchasing a checklist may be completed using 
ONE of the following methods:
• The Spuria website at   

http://www.spuriairis-
society.org/tools.html 
using PayPal.

• Or a check made out to 
the “Spuria Iris Soci-
ety” mailed to the 
Treasurer, Debbie 
James (the address is 
listed on page two of 
this newsletter).

Include the following 
information with your 
order: Name, Address, State, City (and country 
for international orders). Please include an e-mail 
address or phone number so that we may contact 
you if necessary.

The
Illustrated Checklist

of Spuria Irises
2013

Revised by Darol Jurn
for the

Spuria Iris Society
a section of 

The American Iris Society 
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In Memoriam

On September 4, 2015 David Cadd passed away 
from multiple organ failure after a long illness with 
wife Anna and sister Pam by his side. Anna, other 
family members, and hospice volunteers had cared 
for him at his home, which his maternal grandpar-
ents built, in Healdsburg. David was 70.
One of six children, David Arthur Cadd was born in 
Santa Rosa on May 6, 1945 to Peggy (Nellie Myrtle) 
Beeman Cadd and David Emmett Cadd. The family 
moved to Healdsburg in 1958, and David graduated 
from Healdsburg High School in 1964. He immedi-
ately joined the U.S, Navy and was stationed on 
various ships during Vietnam. He was head printer 
aboard the helicopter landing pad USS Princeton, 
where he printed and edited the famous naval Bull-
horn Bulletin. After discharge, David returned to 
Healdsburg and worked as a printer in a number of 
area print shops. A member of American Legion 
Sotoyome Post 111 for 47 years, he held various 
positions including Post Commander for one term. 

David Cadd was a 3rd generation iris fancier, having 
acquired his passion for irises from his grand-
mother Helen Beeman and his uncle Lafayette, or 
Faye as he was called. Helen and Faye started Bee-
hive Iris Garden (later Beeman's Iris Garden) at 
the family property on North Street in Healdsburg 
in 1945. David joined the Santa Rosa Iris Society 
(SRIS), founded by his mother Peggy Cadd and 
uncle Faye, in 1986 and was a member ever since 
(29 years). 
In 1990 David married Aniela (Anna) Ludwiczak, a 
Polish botanist; and together they gardened and 

began hybridizing irises. They established Cadd's 
Beehive Iris Garden at their home, with a separate 
production field; and their collection of irises grew 
to about 3,000 varieties. Between 2000 and 2011 
they introduced 97 new iris hybrids in five classes 
of bearded irises from SDB 'Fairy Berry' to TB 
(49), one of the latest being 'Lady in Purple'. In 
recent years they specialized in spuria iris breed-
ing, introducing 28 varieties and winning the top 
award for Spurias, the Eric Nies Medal for 
'Speeding Star' in 2011 & 'Golden Ducat' in 2014. 
David was a member of the American Iris Society 
(AIS), several of its sections, and of the Russian, 
Middle European, and British Iris Societies. He 
was an AIS Master Garden judge and judged innu-
merable iris shows and taught many judges training 
sessions. With Anna he was International News 
editor of Irises, the magazine of AIS. 
Together David and Anna received many awards 
for exhibiting irises and the hybrids they devel-
oped - the Silver Medal for most blue ribbons at 
the SRIS show 14 years in a row, 33 Honorable 
Mention Awards from AIS, nine Awards of Merit 
from AIS, the William Mohr Medal for best aril-
bred for 'Hakuna Matata' in 2007, the J. Arthur 
Nelson Award for most best of show awards in 
2012 for 'Italian Ice', the John C. Wister Medal 
for top three Award of Merit vote getters among 
tall bearded irises by AIS judges in 2009 for 
'Italian Ice', the Dean Linscott Achievement 
Award for contributions to SRIS, and the Larry 
Gaulter Lifetime Achievement Award from AIS 
Region 14. All together David and Anna's irises won 
15 trophies and awards in international iris compe-
titions in Italy; Germany, France, Russia; Poland, 
Slovakia, and the Czech Republic, including the 
highly coveted Premio Firenze in Florence, Italy in 
2004 for TB 'Frosted Fantasy'. 
David loved to travel and was a roving ambassador 
for irises. He was known as the "Iris Man" around 
the world, telling anyone who would listen about 
how to plant and grow irises, how to hybridize and 
exhibit them, about different kinds of irises and 
their cultural needs, and about his irises and the 
awards they had received. David was "one of a 
kind", a good man and an excellent friend who will 
be sorely missed. He was preceded in death by one 
brother, one sister, and a son Steven Cadd. He is 
survived by his wife of 25 years Anna, two sisters, 
one brother, son Willow Cadd of Ventura, Califor-
Page 6 of 10



Spuria News Spring 2016
nia, six grandchildren, and numerous nieces and 
nephews. 
A memorial service for David was held at St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church in Healdsburg on Sep-
tember 12, 2015. American Legion Sotoyome Post 
111 presented flags and performed a 21 gun salute. 

Missouri Rambling
By Jim Hedgecock

Okay, current Spuria hybridizers it's time to pick 
on you a little. Are your Spuria crosses random or 
controlled with a definite goal in mind? If you want 
to get some quick results, I have an idea. Pick a 
friend you trust, and trade seedlings and intros, 
and work on the results together.
Every time I have invited judges to my garden to 
help evaluate seedlings, I learned something. Sev-
eral times irises that I did not plan on introducing 
were saved. Several of these reselects went on and 
won awards. Apparently I was not looking through 
the eyes of my guest.
We want to put photos of your best seedlings in 
the fall bulletin. Send us 2 or 3 of your world 
beater, best, Spuria seedlings that are still under 
consideration. Please no current intros.   We 
already do that for you each year. You can see our 
bulletins are not on slick paper. If you send a good 
clear photo we    should be able to show your seed-
ling very nicely. Also write a little about your 
hybridizing efforts.
Respectfully,
Jim and Lamoyne Hedgecock

 A Blast from the Past
By Darol Jurn

This column is only possible with the support of the 
members and clubs who have provided their historic 
newsletters to the Spuria Iris Society for elec-
tronic capture. With this being said here is the con-
tinuation of “A Blast from the Past.”
Fifty years ago (1966): The January edition a funny 
quote deserves sharing: “A pessimist complains 
because the rose bushes have thorns, an optimist 

rejoices because the thorn bushes have roses.” 
From the Presidents Message, a short passage was 
include from the First International Symposium on 
Iris held in Florence, Italy. One of the attendees 
Dr Rodionenko noted (believes) that it may be possi-
ble to obtain hybrids from Xiphiums (Dutch Iris) 
and Spuria.
From the Presidents Message of the April edition: 
Although many have become eligible by receiving an 
Honorable Mention, in the last twenty years no non-
tall bearded iris has received an Award of Merit 
from the judges of the American Iris Society. Ear-
lier a single spuria, ‘Bronzspur’; a single Siberian, 
‘Helen Astor’; a single Evansia, ‘Nada’; and three 
Pacific Coast native irises, ‘Orchid Sprite’, ‘Oyez’, 
and ‘Some Love’ received Awards of Merit. The 
Board of Directors of AIS, recognizing this trend 
of presenting Awards of Merit to tall bearded iris 
only, activated special awards for the other classes 
of iris such as the Eric Nies Award for spurias.
Thirty years ago (1986): Seven hybridizers intro-
duced 20 Spuria in 1986. Ben Hager introduced nine 
this year.
Twenty years ago (1996): There were a total of 35 
Spuria introductions listed in the newsletter for 
1995. Charles Jenkins lead the pack with 19 intro-
ductions followed by Dave Niswonger with 6 intro-
ductions.
Page 7 of 10



Spuria News Spring 2016
2016 Introductions

‘Blue Fusion’ 
(L. Walker) 
SPU Sdlg 98-
6-2 41½" Mid-
season, Stan-
dards Blue with 
slight yellow at 
base center, 
Styles Sky 
Blue edged 
cream with 
medium blue 
center line and 
tip, Falls Med Yellow ground overlit violet with a 
sky blue edge, slight fragrance  (‘Highline Topaz’ X 
‘Stella Irene’)  Available at Wildwood Gardens.

‘Columbia River’ 
(Nancy Price, R 
2015) SPU,  41-
47", Early. Stan-
dards Blue-lav-
ender; F. Blue-
lavender rim, 
red-rust spot 
around yellow 
signal. 07-159-C 
(‘Kiss of Caramel’ 
X Walker 98-7-
3: [‘Highline 

Topaz’ x ‘Duerme’]). Available at Abbey Gardens.

‘Red Warlord’ 
(L. Walker)  
SPU Sdlg  98-
7-3 40" Mid-
season. Stan-
dards gold 
with dark red 
veining and 
dark red 
brown edge,  
Styles has 
dark red cen-
ter and tip 

and is edged crème gold,  Falls have gold center 
with dark red veining and dark red edge  (‘Highline 
Topaz’ X ‘Duerme’). Available at Wildwood Gardens.

‘Steele Bridge’ 
(Nancy Price, R 
2015) SPU  42-
47", Mid-season. 
Yellow with red-
rust veining and 
rimmed self; 
lightly ruffled. 
07-160-B (‘Rain 
Music’ X Walker 
98-7-3: [‘Highline 
Topaz’ x 
‘Duerme’]). Avail-

able at Abbey Gardens.

‘Summer Break’ 
(Jim Hedge-
cock ,2016) 
Sdlg. JP-12-A, 
Spuria Iris-33” 
Mid-season. 
The ruffled 
standards are 
lavender blue. 
Falls are ruf-
fled white with 
huge yellow sig-
nals that have 
blue rays extending out over most of the falls sur-
faces. Very good stalks with a midwest bud count 
of 4 to 5. ‘Perky Blue’ X ‘Highline Snowflake’. Avail-
able at Comanche Acres.
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2016 Introductions from Abbey Gardens
Cost:  $45.00 each plus $7.00 shipping.

Send request to:     Nancy Price
32009 S. Ona Way OR Email: flags@molalla.net
Molalla, OR   97038 

'Columbia River'

(Nancy Price, 2015) 41-47",  E. S. Blue-lavender; F. 
Blue-lavender rim, red-rust spot around yellow sig-
nal. 07-159-C (‘Kiss of Caramel’ X Walker 98-7-3: 
(‘Highline Topaz’ x ‘Duerme’)

'Steel Bridge' 

(Nancy Price, 2015) 42-47", M. Yellow with red-
rust veining and rimmed self; lightly ruffled. 07-
160-B (‘Rain Music’ X Walker 98-7-3:  (‘Highline 
Topaz’ x ‘Duerme’)
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Spuria Sources

Abbey Gardens
32009 S. Ona Way
Molalla, OR   97038-9244
Phone: (503) 829-2928
E-mail: flags@molalla.net

sil1812@molalla.net
Website: www.abbeygardens.name/

Aitken's Salmon Creek Gardens
608 NW 119th Street
Vancouver, WA  98685-3802
Phone: (360) 573-4472
Fax: (360) 576-7012
E-mail: aitken@flowerfantasy.net
Website: www.flowerfantasy.net

Borglum’s Iris Gardens
2202 Austin Road
Geneva, NY 14456-9118
Phone/Fax: (585) 526-6729 
E-Mail: sylborg@aol.com
Website: www.borglumiris.com

Cadd's Beehive Iris Garden
329 North St.
Healdsburg, CA 95448-4209
Phone: (707) 433-8633
E-mail: caddsiris@comcast.net

Comanche Acres Iris Gardens
12421 S.E. State Rt. 116
Gower, MO 64454-8613
Phone: (816) 424-6436
Fax: (816) 424-3836
Toll free: (855) 414-4747 (orders only)
E-mail: jim@comancheacresiris.com
Website: www.comancheacresiris.com

Kary Iris Garden
6201 East Calle Rosa
Scottsdale, AZ 85251-4224
Phone: (480) 949-0253
E-mail: ardikary@aol.com

Quail Hill Gardens
2460 Compton Bridge Road
Inman, SC 29349-8489
Phone: (864) 472-3339

Redbud Lane Iris Garden
2282 N. 350th St.
Kansas, IL 61933-6087
Phone: (217) 948-5478
E-mail: redbud@cell1net.net

Wildwood Gardens
P.O. Box 250
Molalla, OR 97038-0250
E-mail: gardens@molalla.net
Website: www.wildwoodgardens.net

Zebra Iris Gardens
9130 North 5200 West
Elwood, UT 84773-8640
E-mail: zebrairis@gmail.net
Website: www.zebrairis.com

If you have a commercial garden that sells Spuria 
and would like it listed here, please contact the 
Spuria News Editor, Darol Jurn at djurn@prod-
igy.net or (928) 282-5173. 

For articles or information to be printed in the Spu-
ria News, please submit to the Editor, Darol Jurn 
(djurn@prodigy.net), the publication deadlines are:
Spring edition: January 31
Fall edition: July 30
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