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Chapter v. 
Continued Growth, 1927 - 1930 

1927 

Although the Society was no longer a novelty to American 

gardeners, its rapid growth continued and its work expanded in 

various directions. In January, 1927, we left our first printer, 

The Temperly Company of Newton, Massachusetts and made a contract 

with the Science Press Printing Company, Lancaster, Pa., which con­

tinued as the Society's printers until 1934. During this period the 

Bulletins had much larger type and did not contain as much material 

as the older ones, even though they often contained more pages. In 

addition to printing the Bulletin, the Science Press acted as 

membership secretary, receiving the dues, depositing the checks, 

mailing Bulletins, bills, notices, etc., and storing the back Bulletins, 

etc. For the latter services a uearly charge of 20 cents a member 

was made. For several years also the Lancaster office handled the 

advertising in the Bulletin on a commission basis. 

In 1927 the Iris Society (of England) opened a subscription 11st 

to institute a medal to commemorate the work of the late w. R. Dykes. 

The medal was to be awareed for meritorious exhibits of Iris or for 

any signal advance in the way of hybrids that might undergo the 

test in the Society's trial grounds in England. These conditions 

were later modified and three medals were awarded yearly, one in 

England, one in France, and one in America, for the best new varieties 

~. to be competed for under regulations made in the various countries. 
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The American Iris Society sent ten guineas as its subscription. 

Many of our individual members contributed also. At the same time 

the Foster medal was instituted for special award to any one con­

tributing to the advance of the Genus "as an expression of the 

unfathomable depth of gratitude that the horticultural world owes 

to Sir Michael Foster." A trial garden was established by the 

English Society at Wisley near London in cooperation with the Royal 

Horticultural Society. 

In January, 1927, came the formation of the Commercial Peony 

and Iris Growers Association, another sign of the growing importance 

of the Iris. Officers elected were: President, c. F. Wassenberg; 

Secretary, H. G. Seyler; Treasurer, W. L. Gumm; Directors, Harry 

Little, A. M. Brand, Mrs. Douglas Pattison and Paul E. Battey. We 

offered full cooperation to the new society and the offer was for­

mally accepted. In January, 1927, a list of 1926 introductions 

(in capitals) and registrations (In italics) is also given. In the 

January and April Bulletins there are notes on Iris Versicolor in 

Northern Ontario by Edgar Anderson; on Iris susiana by Frederick 

Bauer, on Regelia and Oncocyclus Iris by E. Mussbaumer, and on 

Everblooming Irises by M. Denis. There are reviews of a new book, 

~·The Iris" by John c. Wister and of articles by M. L. Fernald from 

Rhodora which mentions "acre upon acre of the superb blue-violet 

flowers of Iris setosa, var. canadensis" as found while botanizing 

in Newfoundland; and of Bulletin No. 4 of the Iris Society of England 

(our members could secure this from our Lancaster office at one 

dollar a copy} which has articles on Water Irises by R. E. s. Spender 
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and Iris laevigata by W. Christie-Miller as well as detailed re­

ports of new varieties seen by P. J. Murrell and G. L. Pilkington. 

In July, 1927, there are notes of the meeting of The Iris 

Society (of England) in London. It was at this meeting that The 

Foster Memorial Plaque was first awarded. The first one was given 

to Mr. George Yeld who in accepting it stated that proud as he was 

of the honor, "It could have come in no better form that the excell­

ent portrait in silver of the man he had looked upon as a master 

and of whom he was a humble disciple." "None of us would have done 

anything had not Sir Michael Foster showed us the way." 

Following this award the President of the Society, Mr. o. L. 

Pilkington, stated that the influence of Sir Michael Foster had 

been world wide and that his name was honored in France and in America 

quite as much as in England and therefore that the Society wished to 

confer this plaque also upon M.S. Mottet who was noted for his work 

in Irises in France, to John c. Wister, through whom the English­

Society wished to pay a tribute to the excellent work done by the 

American Iris Society. 

There are notes on Regelio Cyclus Iris in Canada by W. E. 

Saunders; and a review of Mrs. c. s. McKinney's new book "Iris in 

the Little Garden. 11 Mention is made of an Iris Department conducted 

by Miss Grace Sturtevant in the magazine "Home Acres," the official 

organ of the Women's National Farm and Garden Association. The 

establishment of a memorial Iris planting of our late treasurer, 

Mr. Frank H. Presby, in the park at Montclair, under the direction 

-----------------------------------



of Mrs. F. B. Walther is announced. A number of our members 

had already sent plants there. 

In October a questionaire was sent to all the members of the 

Society. 245 replies were received, many of which were of great 

value. The following is a summary: 

Question: What features do you like best in the Bulletin? 

of 107 replies the ones mentioned most were: Descriptions of 

New Varieties; Tid-Bits; Reports on new Irises and Visits to Gardens; 

Articles on Breeding; Symposium; Ratings; Check List. 

Question: Do you want more (a) Elementary articles (37 answers); 

(b) Historical articles (65 answers); (c) Advanced garden advise 

(155 answers); (d) Technical articles (79 answers). Total answers, 

336. 

Question: What special activities should you like to see the 

Society assume for 1928? Of 88 replies the ones mentioned most 

were: Place ttle oldest flower of history at the top where it 

belongs; Symposium; Test Gardens according to Climate; Descriptions, 

Ratings of Novelties, and Information: Ratings alphabetically; 

Iris Shows; Straighten out Beardless, Japs and Dwarfs. 

Question: 

muntty in 1928? 

Question: 

Do you want to help with an Iris Show in your com-

108 answered "yes. 11 

Have you trouble with (a) Rot? Out of 202 replies, 

64 persons answering "no", the 138 persons answering "yes" are 

divided as follows: unqualified "yes,"; 47; very little, 61; some 

30; total 138. (b) Borer? Persons answering "no," 111; unqualified 

"yes," 30; very few, 33; some, 18; total 192. The following re-

-~- ~--- --~-----
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marks were added to these votes: that rot had been diminished 

or conquered by: dry situation; exposing to sun; stopping the 

~se of manure; raising beds 3 or 4 inch~s; use &f gypsum; use of 

permanganate of potash. Two members reported leaf spot worse than 

rot; and two that the borer moths do not like to fly in breezy 

places and therefore no borers are found in these exposed situations. 

One member reported verbena bud moth as troublesome. 

Question: Will you open your garden to our members in 1928? 

167 replied that they would.· (A list of them was published later.) 

Question: Do you buy Iris from dealers advertising in our 

Bulletins and do you find these dealers thoroughly reliable? 170 

members said that they did and 158 of these said that-the dealers 

had been found thoroughly reliable. Six mentioned trouble in var­

ieties not being true to name or roots being small. 

Question: Are you a member of any other flower society? 

out of 210 replies 52 answered that they_were not members of any 

other society. or the ones reporting that they did belong to other 

societies 56 were members of the American Peony Society; 48 of the 

American Rose Society; 35 or the American Gladiolus Society; 17 of 

the American Dahlia Society; 32 of Garden Clubs. 

Over fifty other societies were mentioned. Among these were 

the Commercial Peony and Iris Growers• Association, 7 members; Col­

umbus Iris Society, 1 member; California Iris Society, 2 members; 

English Iris Society, 4 DH:tmbers; Canadian Peony and Iris Society, 1 

membe~; Mid-Western Peony and Iris Society, 1 member; Northwestern 
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Peony and Iris Society, 2 members. 

Question: Will you help the Society grow by making an 

effort to obtain at least one new member in 1928? 142 promised 

that they would. (No record is at- hand to show how well this 

promise was, or was not~ carried out.) 

Que~tion: Have you any other suggestions? There were not 

many replies to this question but among them were several suggestions 

of value, which were later taken up by the Board of Directors. 

Other questions and answers quoted in reports in Part two. 

The officers felt that the results of this first questionnaire 

well warranted the expense of publication and compilation. They 

intended to have yearly questionnaires in order to keep in closer 

touch with the membership, and to receive criticisms or suggestions. 

Later records do not disclose that this was done, except by indivi­

duals. 

The February, 1927, Directors meeting authorized an Executive 

Committee consisting of President, Secretary,and one other member 

to function between Board meetings; offered silver medal to Iris 

Society of Eogland and the French Horticultural Society; authorized 

a Farr Memorial Medal (but this action was later rescinded and a 

traveling library was authorized); made appropriations for purchase 

of rare Iris species and for purchases of additional lantern slides. 

The following policy on Nomenclature was passed: Resolves, that a 

seedling that has not been placed .on the mawket within five years 

from the time it was registered in the past or may be registered in 
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the future its name shall be removed from the list of registra·tions 

and name shall be available for future use. 

The announcement that the Iris Society of England had offered 

the American Iris Society one Dykes Medal each year to be given to 

the best new Iris of the year, whether introduced or unintroduced, 

was first made at the June Directors meeting. 

The Annual Meeting in Brooklyn was the best attended we had 

had with over 125 members present. In accordance with the policy 

laid down by the directors the business meeting was made as shont 

as possible and vovered not more than an hour, while the second hour 

was given to a discussion on matters dealing directly with Iris. 

The President's report for 1927 states that under the new 

Charter and By-Laws the work has gone more smoothly and that member­

ship total is 1163; it refers to the new secretary, Mr. J.B. 

Wallace, and to the assistant editors, Mrs. c. s. McKinney and Miss 

Mary Averett; expresses disappointment that so few people have 

availed themselves of sustaining and research fund memberships. The 

following statement is of interest: "our attitude toward scientific 

research has made our Society a pioneer among special plant societies. 

I have always strongly felt that it is not enough merely to publish 

popular bulletins and increase popular interest in Iris, but that 

our Society as an organization owes a duty to the Iris which can only 

be made by encouraging research work which might otherwise not be 

undertaken". There is reference tc:> the investigation of Iris 
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of Iris Sterilities at the New York Botanical Garden, reports 

'Of which were pullished in our Bulletins. This made them 

desired by many libraries, agricultural colleges, plant breeders 

and scientists. 
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1928 

The list of 1927 introductions published in the January, 1928, 

Bulletin covers four printed pages and gives the names of more than a 

dozen new introduc~rs. This with Bulletin No. 8 and its supplement 

and Bulletin Nos. 14, 18 and 22 contain all Irises in commerce to date. 

In this Bulletin also Dr. W. McL. Ayers writes on Impressions and 

Comparisons of Irises in California Gardens, stating that in the 

main the colors in mass effects were lighter, flowers were taller and 

larger and commenting on the dominance of mesopotamica strain as 

parents of the newer hybrids as Conquis-tidor, Frieda Mohr, etc. Mr. 

George Yeld writes of the continually growing popularity of Irises 

in England and of the commercial growers, Bunyard, Wallace, Perry, 

Lowe and Gigson, Whitelegg, Waterer, Orpington Bursaries and Mrs. 

Dykes, as well as such breeders as Sir Arthur Hort and Mr. Bliss· and 
I . 

man¥ amateurs. He praises the work of the Iris Committee at Wisley. 
, 

Among novelties he mentions particularly Zaharoon, and Margot Holmes 

(a cross between chrysogrephes and douglasiana) and the American var­

iety Morning Splendor. 

The reviewer of Bulletin No. 5 of the Iris Society of England seems 

to be rather disturoed that the English have so little knowledge of the 

work done by this Society, particularly on the questions of nomen­

clature, check list, registrations, etc. It seemed strange taat so 

few growers abroad had seen fit to recognize our code of names when 

they are dependent so largely upon American sales. 

----------------
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The preliminary awards at Wisley occasioned a surprise, 

particularly as White Knight was the only American variety chosen. 

Among the English varieties Lord of June, Leonato, Titan, Mary 

Gibson, Cardinal and Amber and among French kinds Corrida, Sv. de 

Mme. 0audichau, Ambassadeur, Alcazar and Prosper Laugier were 

mentioned. Fro and Rhein N1Xe were the only German varieties 

mentioned. Among early blooming types Kharput, Kochi, Istria and 

Kurdistan were c~osen. 

There is a review of "A Study of Pogoniris Varieties" by A.W. 

w. Sand, Memoir 100 of the Cornell University Agricultural Experi­

ment Station. 

In April announcement was made that The Farr Memorial would 

consist of a permanent library established in a permanent place and 

several traveling libraries in several parts of the country. Mem­

bers of the Society and other friends of Mr. Farr's subscribed so 

generously to the fund that part of it was set aside to provide an 

endowment, the income from which was used for buying new books, 

for rebinding, etc. Lists of donors, list of books purchased, etc., 

will be found in a later chapter. 

The greater use of Irises with other plants in the garden is 

again urged in articles by Mrs. c. s. McKinney and R.S. Sturtevant, 

mentioning many plants which can be set near Iris to continue the 

bloom and giving plans and lists of shrubs and flowers. Critics of 

former awards are taken to task for being too ready to find fault with 

new Irises and awards to Aliquippa, Sunlight, Van Cleve and others 

are defended. In Mr. Mesa's garden Ion is mentioned and tpere is a 

description of many seedlings of Mr. Sass, Dr. Ayres and Dr.Kil!kland. 
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Mrs. Peckham writes on visits to Mr. Williamson's where Dolly 

Madison and Vesper Gold were particularly mentioned, to the fine 

collection of Mrs. Kellogg of West Hartford and to the Boston 

Show wheee Mr. Merton Gage staged a great quantity of Germaine 

Pertuis. There are notes by Countess Benni on new varieties seen 

in England (including the Intermediates Storm and Moonbeam); notes 

from French nurseries visited by Mrs. Lusius Hitchcock; notes on 

Iris Species from Jostph Aerts, notes on American species from Dr. 

McFarland; and notes on hardiness of varieties in Saskatchewan 

sent by Prof. c. F. Patterson. They include caprice, Celeste, 

Iris King, Isoline, Lohengrin, Loreley, Maori King, Mrs. Horace 

Da•in, Nibelungen, Prosper Laugier and Rhein Nixe. The editor 

states that Irises can be grown.much more successfully in cold cli­

mates than where an open winter is followed by early spring frosts. 

Through the entire file of American Iris Society Bulletins there 

are various notes on hardiness and when they are all put together 

they show quite conclusively that the Bearded Irises can be grown 

practically anywhere on this Continent. A careful study of the 

findings presented during the life of the Society would seem to 

indicate that cold weather was not responsible for much loss of Iris 

and that freezing and thawing is much more apt to be fatal, while a 

mild winter followed by spring frosts is the most difficult of all. 

This is more apt to occur in the section south of Cincinnati than 

further north. 

During the year two grants of $200 were made for continuation 

of studies at the New York Botanical Garden and at the Brooklyn 

Botanic Garden. $500 was appropriated for the publication of the new 



.66 

check list, the balance of the money needed being secured by a 

gift from Mrs. Peckham and by advance subscriptions. Additions to 

the lantern slide collection were authorized. A resolution was 

passed that only amateurs should be eligible to Test and Exhibition 

Garden Committees. 

In a report for the New England Region Mrs. Thomas Nesmith 

tells of Iris Shows in Providence, Boston, Worchester and wwell, 

and Field Days in Springfield, North Attleboro, Pawtucket and 

Providence. Exhibition gardens had been established in Keene and 

Durham, N.H., in Amherst and Cambridge, Mass. Additional ones were 

planned in Maine, Vermont and Connecticut. The practice of burning 

over Iris clumps is recommended as a sure cure for Iris borer. An 

insect infecting Iris rhizomes in several gardens is identified as 

the Lesser Narcissus Buld Fly which our Cornell representatives, 

Mr. Ries, believes acts only as a aeavenger. 

The President's report for the year 1928 compliments Mr. F. 

X. Schreiner as the member who has brought to us the most new 

members during the year. It announced the establishment of the 

Test Garden at the new California Botanic Garden at Sawtelle. This 

was an ill-fated venture as the entire garden was later abandoned 

on account of lack of funds. 

The Annual Meeting at Freeport, the first we had held west 

of Chicago, brought together members from more widely separated 

states than any previous meeting. The quality of the show was 

superb, largely owing to Mrs. Douglas Pattison who showed also a 

wonderful collection of Irises in her garden. Visits were paid to 

Mr. Boehland's garden in Rockford and Mrs. Fellows' garden in Belvidere. 
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In/membership list sent out in December, 1928, commercial 

members were listed in capitals; and the year that the member joined 

, was shown opposite the name. A list of Iris books is given. A 

notice at the end of the list states: "In sending out the largest 

membership list in the history of the Society, the officers and 

directors wish to thank the members for their loyal support. The 

Society has already grown in size and usefulness far beyond the 

fondest hopes of its founders." Steady growth was considered necessary 

and members were asked to help make our work known and to get their 

public libraries to subscribe to sets of our Bulletins, to invite 

their friends to our exhibitions and to our test gardens, and 

"encourage them to plant Irises in their gardens and help them select 

good varieties and thus do your share to make the Iris the most 

popular flower in America." "Too long has the Iris been neglected 

by the general gardener. We have spread Iris enthusiasm and Iris 

knowledge to our members# Let us now encourage all gardeners in the 

cultivation of our favorite folwer." 

1929 

The January, 1929 Bulletin contains the following article on 

"The Making of the Seal" by B. Y. Morrison. "Before planning the 

design an effort was made to collect material which would relabe to 

the Iris in mythology and art in special relation to design. The old 

myth of Iris, the messenger of the gods, furnishes the rainbow symbol, 

and the history of France the conventional fleur-de-lys figure 

--------------- -·--- - ------------
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associated with Joan of Arc, but really of earlier origin. Aside from 

this, there is little to be found in conventionalized design. 

"Considered purely from the basis of design, the Iris flower, 

which is strongly three-parted, suggests the triangle both in 

silhouette and plan. This makes a difficult relation to the con­

ventional circular pattern of the seal and necessitated a further 

search for ideas which would be related to Iris lore and history. 

"Among old garden books is 'Herbolario Volgare,• in which the 

illustrations, apparently wood-cuts, have a singular force and 

beauty from the great simplification which was necessary in cutting 

the blocks. In this is an extremely decorative figure which was 

used both for the Iris and the rush (Acorus). The book is a trans­

lation of an earlier German 1Herbarius,' of which the first known 

dated edition is from Mainz in 1484. The authorship of the original 

work is variously assigned. 

"The figure of the Italian edition was used to furnish the 

main part of our design and represents undoubtedly an apogon Iris, 

probably Iris pseudacorus. The drawing has been modified very slight­

ly to fit the circular form. The highly conventional rendering of 

the flowers is interesting in that in some there is an approximation 

of the conventional French design of the 1fleur de lys' which to the 

writer's eye has always seemed very remote from facts. The rainbow 

symbOl is carried in the seven-banded border which surrounds the 

upper part 6f the seal. 

"From these details, freely borrowed, the writer, as a 'compiler' 

rather than as a 'designer' has made the seal illustrated, believing 

that they are more interesting than any pattern he might invent or 
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any symbolism that he might create and that this conventional treat­

ment is more suited to the purposes of the design than the more life­

like representations that are so often used." 

In the same Bulletin "Irises" by F. F. Rockwell., is reviewed as 

a worthy addition to our shelf of Iris Books., •ror within a small 

space is given a comprehensive view of the Iris family and detailed 

recommendations as to special needs." 

The April., 1929 Bulletin has an article on Judging., Methods of 

Judging., and the Methods of Various Judges by Mr. Franklin B. Mead, 

one of the Society's most firm believers that -an Iris should have 

garden value from a distance. For this reason he does not care for 

many Irises which have been praised by others. As he has unusual 

ability in grouping Irises to bring out their good points., any article 

written by him is of great interest to the student of garden com­

position as well as to the student of new Irises. Mrs. Peckham con­

tributes a most timely article on Table Iris, decrying the zeal for 

very tall and very large Irises and emphasizing the value of some of the 

· smaller flowering types for decoration in the house. 

The Iris Society of England is reported as having 1043 Bearded 

Iris on trial at the Wisley gardens. The trials are to be extended 

to include Siberian Irises., English., Spanish., and Dutch Irises. The 

Society plans to publish the collected writings of w. R. Dykes. (When 

this book finally appeared., copies were secured by the American Iris 

Society and sold to our members at cost.) A note from Joseph Aerts 

in Belgium states that he has given seventy varieties of Iris to the 

,- Central Horticultural School at Vilvorde and he hopes for a fine 

---------- ----------"--------~----- - - - - - -
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Display Garden and eventually for the formation of a Belgium 

Iris Society. 

The July Bulletin had an article on Planting Irises in the 

South, the first one to consider Iris for this section of the 

country. This was later followed by an entire Bulletin devoted to 

the south-eastern States. There are notes on Beardless Iris and on 

new Irises at Freeport where Pluie d 10r and w. R. Dykes apparently 

were seen for the first time in America. 

The October Bulletin contains further references to varieties. 

Mr. Howard Weed of Beaverton, Oregon, writes of his trip east to the 

Annual Meeting with notes on Mrs. Pattison•s garden in Freeport, Mr. 

Mead's in Fort Wayne, Col Nichols in Ithaca, Indian Springs Farm in 

Baldwinsville, Mrs. Cleveland's in Easontown, Mr. Kemp's 'in Little 

Silver, Mr. Morgan's in Montreal, the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, the 

John Lewis Childs Nursery, and Hartford, Boston, Washington, Cincinnati 

and St. Paul. There are notes on Irises in Rome by Countess Senni, 

mentioning Floridor, Marquisette and Allies; notes by Mrs. John T. 

Love on the show of The Iris Society, London, and commenting on the 

beautifully arranged exhibit as a whole and the many fine varieties 

including Zaharoon, Olive Murrell, Brittoness, Louis Bel, Sir Michael 

and Mrs. Valerie West. Special pride is taken in the triumph of 

Persia, one of the new seedlings of Dr. Ayres, and in San Francisco, 

Los Angeles, William Mohr and Frieda Mohr. There is mention of a 

special table devoted to diseases of Iris with infected specimens and 

information as to how to avoid them. 

In lighter vein is the following reprint from the Gardeners 

Red Book by Richardson Wright: 

~~ --------------- ---
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"August 6, EUGENICS FOR IRIS. "There's got to be a conscience 

about this thing. I mean disposing of old Iris. When first we came 

here the place boasted two clumps of mongrel kinds that, not being 

able to afford others, we religiously divided until paths and beds 

were literally crowded with it. Then, gradually, my Iris acquain­

tanceship and purse broadening, I longed for better kinds. For a 

while the discards went to neighbors, but today when I suggest a 

little gift or, say, a couple of wheel-ba,rrow--e;.loads ot Iris, they give 

me what, in common parlance, is called a dirty look. Consequently 

the common kinds go on the bonfire. No good is attained in increas­

ing their progeny. The birth control of poor Iris is a worthy crusade 

for any gardener." 

The announcement for the 1929 Annual Meeting at Ithaca deserves 

special mention because it gives full information. It is a four­

page program for the day showing: the meeting, garden inspection, 

lunch, visits to test gardens, picnic supper, suggested tours for the 

next day, places and prices of rooms. It also gives lists of 

officers and committees of the Society, the committees in charge of 

the different parts of the Annual Meeting, time tables of trains to 

Ithaca from Philadelphia, New York, Boston, Buffalo, Rochester, and 

Syracuse, (mentioning those that would be met by a delegate) and 

motoring distances from the principal cities. 

At the meeting on June, 18, our members were guests of the Depart­

ment of Floriculture of the New York State College of Agriculture, 

Cornell University. The committee in charge consisted of J.C. Nichols. 

Dr. A.H. Wright, Mr. A.M.H. Pridham and Mr. A.W.W.Sand. The meeting 

was opened in Baker Hall by Dean Mann and Mr. n:.M.H.Pridham,. who 
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representated the University. After the usual reports there were 

talks on Iris growing, including a most interesting one from Mr. 

Howard Weed of Beaverton, Oregon, who had come the longest distance 

,to the meeting. Mr. Williamson, Mr. Mead, Mr. Wayman and Mr. Sass 

spoke on Iris breeding and Iris varieties. The gardens of Col. J. c. 
Nichols and of Dr. A.H. Wright were visited. The afternoon was spent 

at the Cornell Test Garden where there was moch of interest not only 

outdoors, but in a tent in which the Cornell authorities had pre­

pared an exhibition of photographs and specimens of various Iris 

insects and diseases. 

At the Annual Meeting and dinner of The Iris Society of England 

in London, November 20th, Dr. Nancy Jen~son was present as repre­

sentative of the American Iris Society. The Sir Michael Foster 

Memorial Plaque was awarded to Mr. o. L. Pilkington for his great and 

unremitting services to the Society. The Dykes Medal was awarded to 

Joyance, a tall Bearded Iris raised by Mrs. w. R. Dykes. The follow­

ing Irises were also mentioned as being prominent this year: Trigo, 

Carfax, Ukon and Cydnus. 

The President's report for 1929 refers to the accomplishments of 

the Society during the first ten years period and also to disappoint­

ments, stating that "a society such as ours is at best a struggling 

organization, depending on voluntary workers who are already busy 

with family and business duties." The Society had not only published 

thirty-three Bulletins but made available to our members more than a 

dozen pamphlets and booklets which might not have been published with­

out our moral or financial support. These brought not only to our 

own members in forty-four states and twelve foreign countries 
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authoritative information on Iris growing and friendly opport­

unity for exchange of ideas but also through public libraries, 

,agricultural colleges, trade papers, newspapers, etc., brought this 

same information to tens of thousands of non-members in all parts 

of the world. There were no longer any isolated Iris growers as in 

all parts of the wor~d they have been able to get acquainted with 

one another through the Society. The Annual Meetings could not 

attract the entire widely scattered membership, but with an attend­

ance ranging from 25 to 150 there have been present at every meeting 

members from sections as far apart as Alabama and Oregon and Quebec. 

The condition of Iris Nomenclature which was deplorable before 

1920.has been practicalJy freed of past confusions in the Bearded 

Iris, but progress in the Beardless and Bulbous Iris sections has 

been slower. The quality of Iris in general cultivation in 1920 was 

vastly higher than in 1910; it was this improvement which led to the 

greater popularity of Irises and brought about the organization of 

the Society. The influence of the Society vastly speeded up Iris 

breeding as breeders for the first time could learn what was being 

done elsewhere and could bring their seedlings to exhibitions and 

test gardens. The Society has a right to be proud of its share in 

this improvement. It has also done much to prevent the introduction 

of many unworthy varieties. our pleas for conservation in placing 

new kings on the market has unfortunately fallen upon deaf ears, but 

the breeder who would not listen to the Society was now being forced 

to listen to public opinion expressed in failing confidence and 

fewer purchases. This had driven both originators and dealers to 

drastic price cutting, so that few if any were making any money. 

------~- --------------
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This still continues true. While amateurs may be benefitted tem­

porarily by price cutting, only prosperous nurseries can continue to 

supply good plants and give good service. 

The officers, directors and various committee members have 

given to the Society without any compensation, not hours or days, but 

literally weeks, months and years. This is no news to those who have 

been in the work and our older members seemed to realize it better 

than the· newer ones who are so often much more critical. It has 

been difficult to hold directors meetings even when directors are 

especially chosen for their socessibility and this situation has 

become worse since directors have been more widely scattered. The 

report is a little severe in suggesting that the Society is better 

off without the type of members who are unwilling to put up with its 

faults; there seemed no apparent use in trying to increase the member­

ship to two thousand or five thousand or more which might result in 

loading more work upon the officers and thus inevitably lowering the 

high standards. The pessimistic prophecy is made that the present 

faults probably will continue no matter how hard ~e try to remedy them 

or how often we chante officers and until we have endowment suffi­

cient to enable us to have permanent offices and a salaried staff. 

Th.is is re-emphasized because so many members have been amazed and 

apologetic when they have learned that the officers were not salaried. 

The report mentions the publication of the 1929 Alphabetical 

Check Lis~ and states that the work took more than three years and 

that over nineteen hundred different nurserymen in all parts of the 

world were consulted for detailed information. Looking to the future, 
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the report states the most pressing work of the Society is the 

publication of an adequate Classification and states that this work has 

been under way for two years and that over fifty members have been 

sent lista for comparison, corrections and additions. At this writing, 

however, the Classification still remains a hope and the work in pre­

paring it seems more difficult as time goes on. Emphasis is also 

placed on the need for better work in the Test Gardens but no suggest­

ion is made as to how this shall be brought about. 

1930 

On January 29, 1930, our tenth birthday, a subscription luncheon 

was held at Hotel Roosevelt, New York City in honor of Dr. George M. 

Reed who was about to start on a seven months trip to Japan to study 

Japanese Irises. This was the first time in American horticulture 

that an American had been sent abroad to study a single genus. Dr. 

Reed had been in charge of the Iris project in the Brooklyn Botanic 

Garden since the Society had been organized, so that it was quite natural 

that he should be the person chosen to make this trip. He planned to 

visit the principal collections in Japan as well as to study the wild 

distribution of various Japanese Iris species. The Society contricuted 

$250 toward the trip and many members sent individual subscriptions. 

Dr. C. s. Gager, Director of the Garden, was kind enough to say 

that Dr. Reed's trip might never have been undertaken had it not been 

for the inspibation of the American Iris Society. The Society has 

published many articles dealing with Dr. Reed's study of Japanese 

Iris. It is hoped that these articles can be brought together and 

with the many paintings published in the form of a great monograph 
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comparable with Dykes• "The Genue Iris. 11 The material is complete 

and ready for publication, but neither the Brooklyn Botanic Garden 

nor the American Iris Society can finance such an expensive pub­

lication. Here again is an example or the need or endowments for 

the Society. 

The April Bulletin mentions Prof. S.B. Mitchell's trip to 

Europe, (he represented the Society at the meeting of The Iris Society 

of England); the formation of an Iris Society in San Bernardino, of 

which Dr. Williams is President, Mrs. Williams, Secretary and 

Treasurer; work that Mrs. A.P. Saunders or Clinton is doing with 

apogons, (this work was later abandoned on account or the ravages 

of Verbena Bud-Moth with the seeds). 

Mrs. Hires states that until she used lime she had no rot and 

that after using lime and bone meal she had much rot. In the past 

three seasons by giving up the use of lime there has been a lessen­

ing or rot. Mrs. Clutton of Illinois writes that while symposiums 

may be interesting, 96~ or Iris growers are more interested in color 

and that something should be done to help them select a few Irises 

of each color, irrespective of height or size. The editor remarks 

that such choices are matters of personal opinion and that very 

few people would agree with the varieties picked by someone wlse. 

There are notes on Forcing Bulbous Irises, edited by the 

General Bulij Growers! Society, Haarlem, Holland. It is reported that 

The Commercial Peony and Iris Growers' Association held its fourth 

Annual Meeting in Chicago on December 2nd and 3rd. The 1930 officers 

are: President, P. L. Battey, Glen Coe, Ill., Vice President, Sam 

Carpenter, Oswego, Kansas; Treasurer, w. L. Gumn, Remington, ·Indiana; 

-------- - -- ---- ---------- ------__________ ...., 
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Secretary, H. T. Beckmann, Van Wert, Ohio. This Society does not 

appear to have survived many years and we seem to have no records 

of it after this meeting. 

The July and October Bulletins devote many pages to Garden 

Travels, including accounts of Irises seen in Southern California and 

on the way home by Miss Grace Sturtevant; Irises in England by Dr. 

W. McL. Ayres, and in the Central West and Central South by Sherman 

Duffy and Mrs. J. Edgar Hires. R. M. Cooley travelled from Portland, 

Oregon, east to the Annual Meeting, covezt:ig a distance of over seven 

thousand miles. The trip begins with a visit to Mr. Salbach in 

Berkeley, then proceeds to Omaha, to St. Joseph,.Kansas City, and 

Independence, Missouri, to Cincinnati and Lexington. Mr. G. L. 

Pilkington of The Iris Society of England writes of his trip to 

France to see the Iris seedlings of Cayeux and other French breeders. 

These with the many articles of travel which preceded them and others 

which have followed them have presented to our members a constant 

review of the work being done with Irises in various parts of the world. 

There are regional reports as follows: From California Prof. 

Essig gives detailed accounts of some of the newer Irises, notes on 

various shows and a report of the spring flower show in OSkland illus­

trated with photographs. The outstanding features were Irises and 

during the two and one half days the attendance was over 36,000. From 

Texas Mrs. Gross R. Scruggs tells of the formation of a local Iris 

Society in Dallas and of the Show held there. Mr. J. D. Long sends 

report from Colorado and Mr. F. X. Schreiner from Minnesota. 

There are criticisms of stereotyped reports and requests for more 

comments on the winning varieties at flower shows. 
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The Annual Meeting in Lexington, May 21, 1960, brought together 

members from eleven states including both the Atlantic and Pacific Coasts. 

At this meeting the visitors were labeled as they arrived. After the busi­

ness meeting Chancellor Kirkland, Mr. Williamson, Mr. Cooley, Mr.Connell 

and Dr. Waller gave interesting talks on the subject of Iris growing, 

culture, seedlings, nomenclature, display gardens, etc., and after 

luncheon the members were the guests of the Lexington Garden Club on 

an automobile trip to the gorge of the Kentucky River, as well as to 

several private gardens. 

The Farr Memorial Library was used during the year. Sale of back 

Bulletins had exhausted the edition of some issues but we still had 

most numbers in large supply. 

The meeting of the Board of Directors in December, voted neces­

sary appropriations to cover the cost of new lantern slides and 

printing the new lectures to go with them; also set a fee for the use of 

lantern slides, ten dollars plus insurance and express. It was voted 

that a committee be appointed to consider a plan for revising the method 

of judging seedlings and to consider a method to revise the making of a 

symposium and the possibility of revising the various awards now being 

made by the Society. It was designated that the President should be 

chairman of this committee and that he should choose the other members, 

and after consulting with the members of the Board a committee was 

ehosen to consist of J.B. Wallace,Jr.,Mrs. J.Edgar Hires,Mrs. Wheeler H. 

Peckham,Sherman Duffy, Mrs. W.L. Karcher, Mrs. Silas B.Waters and 

Clarence G.White.(The last named declined to serve.) At this meeting 

the Society's Gold Medal was given to Mr. Wister in recognition of his 

ten year's service as President of the Society. 


