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Report No. 4

Test and Display Gardens.

In 1920 the Soclety entered into three cooperative agreements:
first, with the New York Botanical Garden for a complete trial garden,
second, with the New York State College of Agriculture for a trial
garden of Bearded Irises, and third, with the Brooklyn Botanic Garden
for a trial of Japanese Irises. Of these three the first has
receilved most attention from the officers and members of the Society
and is to be maintained as the complete trial garden of the Soclety.
(The work of Dr. Stout as reported elsewhere is based upon the plants
in this garden.)

Through the generosity of our members about 500 varieties were
donated to the garden in 1920 and about 400 more in 1921. In 1922 and
1923 there were large importations of o0ld varieties from France and
by 1924 the collection comprised everything available in commerce with
the exception of the very new high priced varieties. The total number
of varieties allowing for duplicates and synonyms was about 900. There
were also many seedlings sent for trial and unnamed. During 1924 and
1925 the entire area was replanted. In 1924 there was a surplus of
plants at hand for other public plantings, but the need for novelties
continued.

Cornell reported having 604 varieties in 1921 and in 1922 the
plants were moved to a new site; Cornell Bulletin 131 and Memoir 100

by A. A. W. Sand were based on the experience here. The garden has
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five foot beds, contalning about twenty varieties, each in triplicate
planted by color groups. Along one side there 1s a series of twenty-
eight fertilizer test plots where each bed is planted to the following
varieties typical of the Bearded groups: Florentina, Flavescena,
Honorabilis, Sambucina and Celeste. Suggestions from members interested
in fertilizer investigations were solicited. (There is no further
record about this.)

At Hillcrest Gardens, Weston, Mass. (a private garden always open
to the public) there were assembled over 800 varieties of Irises planted
in alphabetical rotation. Between 1924 and 1929 this garden was much
visited by members in New England. There were public plantings also in
Nashville, Richmond, Columbus, St. Louls and at Purdue University.

In 1924 the New York Test Garden reported replanting the collection
and gave the following 1list of Dwarf Bearded varieties chosen for some
planting around patches of rocks in the center of the garden: Gorgeous,
Berlioz, Bluebeard, Niobe, Lobella, Mesge, Glee, Compacta, Schneekuppe,
Marocain, Bride, Eclipse, Blue Boy, Socrates, Citrea, Black Midget,
Orange Queen, Statellae. The color planting of Intermediates included
Empress, Dolphin, King Christian, Royal, Ingeborg, Prince Victor,
Walhalla, Fritjof, Etta, Germanlca Major and Florentina. Mention of
beds in the lower portion of the garden for Beardless Iris, particul-
arly for some of the new southern individual specles discovered by
Dr. Small shows that work 1s already under way for testing these new
kinds.

In 1925 the replanting at the New York Botanical Garden was com-

pleted. The o0ld garden was given over to color masses of varieties




164

rating over 70. The varieties on the official Black List were scrapped
and placed in the alphabetical garden for ldentification only. 2300
surplus plants were distributed labeled to other test gardens; about
750 labeled plants and two truckloads unlabeled to the New York Park
Department and about six cublc yards of plants were scrapped.

Brooklyn Test Garden. A considerable number of Japanese Irises
were received in 1920, and 1921. The following program was mapped
out, 1, Identification of Varieties. For the purpose it 1s necessary
to get together and grow all named varieties. 2. Nomenclature con-
fusion in the names of Japanese Irls under Japanese names. Effort will
be made to prepare authentic list giving correct spelling, meaning
and definition of names and varleties and synonyms. 3. Descriptions
and Illustrations of Varieties. Complete and accurate descriptions
are greatly needed. 4. Seedlings. Plants so raised by American
growers should be compared with accepted standard varieties to deter-
mine whether or not they ought ultimately to be named. 5. Classifi-
cation. It 1s planned to base a classification on color and other dis-
tinctive features. 6. Culture. Problems connected with the growing
of Papanese Iris: a. Transplanting - season and frequency. b. Soil
condition - soils, thelr preparation, watering, etc. c¢. Fertilization,
d. Diseases and their control.

"The collettion from John Lewis Childs Company, undoubtedly the
largest growers of Japanese Iris in the world, includes practically
all the varleties originated by that firm as well as the early pro-

ductions of Hallock."
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The death of some plants from disease was mentloned bnd a study

was undertaken to determine the cause. Color illustrations were made

by Miss Maud H. Purdy. Description of named varieties was undertaken

and in addition to this work at the garden Dr. Reed traveled exten-
sively and spent a day in the gardens around Philadelphla, another
day at Mrs. Cleveland's collection and at the Lovett Nursery and three
days at the collettion of John Lewis Childs, Inc., as well as trips

to Bobbink & Atkins and to the gardens of Mrs. McKinney and Mrs.
Hitchcock, Mr. John Kemp, etc. One of the visits to Bobbink & Atkins
was in the company of Mr. B. Miyazawa from Japan who gave much
valuable information.

The American Iris Society contributed $100 to the work at Brooklyn
and several hundred dollars more were contributed by interested persons.
The funds were used for paylng for the services of the artist, the
travelling expenses incurred, plants imported and photographing. Plansa
are under way for securing additional varieties from abroad, empecially
from Japan.

A later report states that the Society now seeks to establish two
distinct types of gardens.

1st., The Trial Gardens: these will be relatively few in number,
well distributed geographically, and established in cooperation with
some established public institution that 1s able and willing to study
and report upon some phase of Iris Interests. Thils 1is a matter of
formal agreement and the Society will endeavor to supply a large coll-
ection of varieties, to keep such a collection up-to-date and to

arrange with its members for active cooperation 1n its arrangement and

use.,
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2nd. The Display Gardens: these may be established in any
town er City where members of the Society can obtain official cooper-
ation and where the local members can enter into a very simple form
of agreement with the Soclety. The object of such a garden is
primarily that of public display, the effective planting of represent-
ative varleties 1n mass. Such display gardens had already been
started at New Rochelle and Larchmont, N. Y., Springfield, Mass.,

New Haven, Conn., St. Louls, Mo., Columbus, Ohlo, and elsewhere, and
applications were on hand from Ames and Vinton, Iowa, Cincinnati, Ohilo,
Merriam, Kansas, Chicago, I11., Lawrence and Haverhill, Mass., Durham,
N. H., Hartford and Storrs, Conn., Sioux Falls, S. D., Providence,

R. I., New Brunswick, N. J.

"In justice to its members the Soclety can cooperate only in the
establishment of plantings under public control (and hence open to
the public) and with members of the Society who are willing to assume
the small responsibility of doing their share in carrying out the
simple requirements stated in the original agreement.

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY AND . . ¢ v¢ ¢ « o &

The American Iris Society, hereinafter called the Soclety, and
the . +. ¢« ¢« ¢« ¢« « « « Committee composed of members of The American
Iris Society and one or more public officials, hereinafter called the
Committee hereby agree to cooperate for the purpose of establishing a
collection of irises for display and such other matters as may be
hereafter mutually agreed upon.

This agreement 1s to extend over a period of (not less than
three) years and may be terminated upon one year's notice by either

party or extended by mutual agreement.
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The Committee agrees as follows:

1. To provide land (under public ownership), labor
‘of planting and proper care and maintenance.

2. To provide and maintain suitable labels on all
varieties and an appropriate sign stating that the planting was
undertaken in cooperation with The American Iris Society.

3. To report annually as to the condition of the planting.

L, That stock of irises furnished by the Society, or
stock resulting from its increase, shall not be disposed of by sale
or exchange except with the approval of the Board of Directors of
the Soclety.

The Soclety agrees as follows:

1. To furnish such stock as may be available from
existing plantings.

2. To publish annual reports recelved from the Committee.

3. That the Committee may be requlired to act contrary to
this agreement since it makes use of public property.

It is mutually agreed by both parties:

1. That all claims to damage due to non-fulfillment of
this agreement are waived.

2. That the essence of this agreement is the development
and maintenance of a beautiful and valuable collection of irises
in such manner as to promote the alms and objects of the Society and of
the Committee jointly.

For the Committee For the Socilety

Public officlal . . . ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o Member . . . . . . .Sec'y.
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ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY
And

The American Iris Society, hereinafter called the Society, and
the . . . . . .+« . « « hereinafter called the . . « « ¢« ¢ ¢« ¢« « .+ &
hereby agree to cooperate for the purpose of establishing a trial and
demonatration collection of Irises and for the study of their culti-
vation, classification, pathology, and comparative merit, and for
such other matters as may be hereafter mutually agreed upon.

This agreement 1s to extend over a period of five years, extend-
ing from . . . . . . to. . . . . . Inclusive, and may be terminated
upon one year's notice by either party or extended by mutual agreement.

The . . « ¢« ¢« ¢« « « « 8agrees &s follows:

(1) To provide land within its own grounds, labor of planting,
and proper care and maintenance.

(2) That all records relating to the subjects of study, ex-
cluding notes of strictly preliminary nature, shall be kept in dup-
licate and one sopy supplied to the Society for its use and preservation.

(3) That any standards (of classification, methods of recording
data, etc.,) which may be adopted by the Society whall be used when
pertinent or applicable, and that nothing tending to establish a
standard in respect to Iris shall be published without the previous
approval and consent of the Society or its Board of Directors.

(4) That data secured during the period of this agreement shall
be open to the use of the Society, and that any Bulletins thereon
published by the . . . . . . . . shall be furnished to the Soclety

in number equal to twice the amount of the then membership.
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(5) That stock of Irises furnished by the Society, or stock
resulting from its increase, shall not be disposed of by sale or
exchange except with the approval of the Board of Directors of the
Society.

The Society agrees as follows:

(1) To furnish without charge the necessary stock that can be
secured through contributions of 1its members or from interested
growers.

(2) To cooperate fully in the collecting of data.

(3) That the . . . .. . . . . may be required to act contrary
to this agreement since it occupies public property and derives a
variable portion of its income from public funds.

It is mutually agreed by both parties:

(1) That either party may publish such data as have been
gathered, but that incomplete data may not be released for publication
except by special consent of both parties.

(2) That at the close of this agreement or at any previous time
agreed upon, the stock or portions thereof shall be divided in the
following manner: To the . . . . . . « . « . three plants each of all
distinct varieties as a first claim, to the contributor, subject to
his expressed wish, a number of plants equal to his original contri-
bution, if available; to . . . . . . . . . and the Soclety, equal
portions of all remaining stock.

(3) That all claims to damages due to non-fulfillment of this

agreement are waived.
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(4) That the essence of this agreement is the development,
maintenance and study of a beautiful and valuable collection of Irises,
and the utilization of it in such manner as to promote the aims and
objects of the Soclety and the . . . . « ¢« ¢« « « . . Jointly.
For the Socilety For the

President

The 1926 Test Garden Report states that the New York Garden
attracted great numbers of visitors. The Alphabetical Garden was in
splendid bloom. 251 varietlies were sent to the new Test Garden at
the Missourl Botanical Garden, 12 went to the Larchmont Display Garden,
and 24 dwarf Bearded varieties were sent to Prof. A. H. Wright who has
started a comprehensive study at Cornell. The Color Garden planted
largely in 1925 did far better than had been expected.

Irises came in for Dr. Small to study, some purchased and some

donated, as follows:

Florida H. O'Neil 8
Arkansas D. Demere 8
Florida E.N. Reasoner 1
Miss. Dr. Small 121
N. Orleans, la. Dr. Small 343
Alabama Dr. Small 18
Florida Dr. Small 86
Vermont & Mass. Dr. Small 84
Biltmore, N. C. C. D. Beadle 13
Wilmington, N. C. D. W. Gross 3
Mt. Desert, Me. E. T. Wherry 5
Talland, Colo. D. Demere 10
Michigan Geo. E. Nichols 3
Maine Mrs. W. H., Peckham &

Mrs. L. W. Hitchcock 52
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Mt. Pleasant, S. Car. D. Auld 14
Windson, Colo. Geo. E. Osterhault 5
Bear Fort Mts. J. E., Alexander 2
Bear Fort Mts. J. E. Alexander &
A. H. Ross

San Francisco, Cal. Alice Eastwood 5
N. Mexico E. McE. Slater 26
California Philip Muntz 36
California Dr, D. T. MacDougal 48
Californis H. M. Hall 7
Oregon J. E. Kirkwood 14
Clinton, N. Y. A. P. Saunders 2
Towa L. H, Pammel 12
California Mrs. Grace S. Dyer 32
Californila Carl Purdy 72

The Brooklyn Botanic Garden reported a good Japanese Iris season,
with some varieties continuing blooming into early August. Dr. Reed
mentions that in visiting commercial planting he found many plants in
poor condition due to the dry spring or the root ot disease. Miss
Purdy had made seventeen colored illustrations durling the season, many
descriptions were made and work on the color classification was
started.

In the Display Garden in New Rochelle, about a dozen new var-
ietles were added and that from a surplus 32 varieties were sent to
Larchmont, 72 to Stonington, 67 to Cincinnati and the balance to New
Rochelle Park Department.

In 1926 American breeders were invited to cooperate in the Iris
Trials initiated by The Royal Horticultural Society and The Iris
Society, at Wisley near London, England. " The trial is similar to
that now under way at our own Trial Garden and annual reports are made
of recommendations, etc. The trial will be permanent so far as the
'best! varieties of each type are concerned. The Irises will be

classified as to time of flowering,colors, habit; the best Irises
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in sach class will be kept, inferior ones weeded out and new ones
admitted only when they surpass the existing 'best' in their own
particular class. The plan is clearly of great advantage to every
breeder because the results will receive wide publicity on both sides
of the Atlantic."

I 1927 there was a thorough checking up of records and the
committee made a card catalog file for the plants in each garden. At
Cornell growth 1is not fast owing to severe winter climate and the
flowers are smaller on the average than further south. There are over
978 varieties including many old and supposedly obsolete kinds. Mr.
Alfred M., S. Pridham 1is in charge. Missouri Botanic Garden has 1050
varieties but needs novelties. A new Test Garden has been established
at the Morton Arboretum, Lisle, Illinois,

At the Brooklyn Botanic Garden the Japanese Iris flowered from
June 26th to August 1lst. The beginning of a classification based on
color was made. Importations were made of 29 varieties from Vilmorin
in France, 37 from Donard in Ireland, 53 from Barr in England. 18 new
varieties were purchased from J. A. Kemp. John Lewls Childs, Inc.
gave all their 21 new named seedlings. Experimental beds for the best
fertilizers were started in ten different plots, five plants each of
five named varieties.

Pathological problems have come to the front and certailn diseases
are responsible for high mortality. One of these is the characteristic
fibrous root rot entirely different from the rhizome rot among Bearded
Iris which resulted in many losses, although in some cases affected
plants recovered, This disease‘has been observed by Dr. Reed in practi-

cally every Japanese Irls garden visited. A disease of the foliage also
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appeared during the year and where severe the plant died down practi-
cally to the ground. Miss Maud H. Purdy continued to make water color
illustrations of many of the plants.

In the New York Botanical Garden the collection was carefully
checked in bloom and 257 plants in 61 varieties were added. Dr. Stout
and Miss Chandler conducted their breeding work. Dr. Small's collect-
ion has 412 plents in 72 varieties in pots, 2100 plants in 72 varieties
in the nursery and 460 plants in 76 varieties in the field. The trial
plot where Irises were judged in 1926 and 1927 was cleared and the
plants distributed among the test gardens or where so desired returned
to the originator. In addition to plants received from donors, pur-
chases were made from Correvon in Switzerland and Van Tubergen in Holland,

The following notice to Iris breeders was printed in January, 1928:
"If you intend to introduce any Iris seedlings into commerce in the
year 1928, you are invited to send from one to three plants of a variety
to American Iris Society New York Test Garden. Mark plants with your
name, and the name of the variety and attach a special label: 'Intro-
duced in 1928; to be Judged 1930.' All plants sent in will be planted
in a specisl bed, marked '1928 introductions.' Labels will be removed
and plants numbered, record being kept in the books of the garden
which will not be open to any one until after the 1930 judging. A
special jury will judge these plants in the spring of 1930. This jury
may award one silver medal and five awards of merit as prizes,

"Of the 1923, 1924 and 1925 trials less than half the American
introductions of the year were sent to the garden. Our members are

clamoring for information on new varieties. It can be supplied best
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from an impartial test such as this but to be of real value more
breeders must do their part in sending thelr new things for trial.

"Plants remain the property of the sender and will be returned
after the trial if requested. It is expected, however, that the
breeder will allow the garden to retain at least one division of each
variety to be added to the large Test Garden after the judging in
1930."

In 1926 Mrs. Brewster B. Hoornbeek of Elgin, Illinois, became
Chairman of the Display Garden Committee. 1In July, 1928, the following
was printed:

"The American Iris Soclety wishes to establish display plantings
of Irises in various localitiles for the purpose of making good var-
leties of the modern Iris better known. A Display Garden in a public
place will do this to better advantage than photographs, lantern
slides, bulletins or books, for the Iris needs to be seen in a garden
to be appreciated. Wherever Display'Gardens are planted there will be
an increased interest in Iris growing, and in gardening in general.
There are already existing a number of such gardens, sponsored by
universities, public park departments, agricultural experiment stations,
botanic gardens, garden clubs and local American Iris Society groups.
Interest in these gardens has been keen, and they are attracting ever-
increasing numbers of visitors.

The object of such a Display Garden is primarily that of a public
display - an effective planting of representative varieties in mass.
Such a planting may or may not serve as a basis for reports on hardi-

ness. etc., but it should serve as an example of the salue and of the




175
variety of Irises for garden flowers, The initial planting of a
display garden should consist of from twenty-five to two hundred
;arieties fully representative of the range of color within the Tall
Bearded Irises, some of the better Beardless varietles, and, where
space permits, some of the finer Japanese varieties.

The American Iris Society will make contributions of plants to
the Display Gardens, and assist them in any other way possible. The
stock of Irises furnished by the Society, or stock resulting from its
1ncrease,lshall hot be disposed of by sale or exchange, however, except
with the approval of the Display Garden Committee., It is hoped that
such increase can be used in establishing other similar gardens.,

The 1928 report of Test Gardens mentions the work of Mr. Pridham
who took over Mr. Sand's project at Cornell. Mr. Pridham has checked
over an enormous number of American nursery lists and from their
catalogs made card indices of all varieties listed. They comprised
about 2150 names but many of these are synonyms. The Cornell collect-
ion now includes over 95% of the varieties in trade.

The New York Botanical Garden reports that the Alphabetical Garden
has been dlvided and replanted and surplus plants distributed to the
Test Gardens at &mes, Cornell, Minnesota, Missouri, Morton and
Saskatchewan, and to Display Gardens at Cambridge, Mass., McPherson,
Kansas; New Haven and Redding, Connecticut, Staten Island, Springfield,
Mass., and Trenton, New Jersey. In the color planting many plants were
lost through disease. Dr. Bernard O. Dodge started a test using some
of the new fungicides, which later proved particularly successful.

In Brooklyn most of the Japanese varieties were @ivided and

transplanted 1n 1927 and came through the winter well, but of course
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the height and size of flower was below normal. An experiment was
made in which a few varieties were divided to a single rhizome and
transplanted as late as early November. Practically all of these
survived and some sent up flower stalks. This is contrary to the
experience of most nurseries. The Japanese Iris began to bloom on
June 24th on unnamed seedlings and late flowers on three varieties were
noted on August 1lldth, 20th and 21st. Further reference is made to
disease of the Beardless types and the wérk on them. There are 311
names represented among the Japanese Iris, but some of these may still
be synonyms. Dr., Reed mentions the rapid changes in lists of names of
Japanese Iris offered by nurseries and wonders what 1s to become of
many varieties originally imported from Japan years ago. Additional
water color drawings were made by Miss Louise B. Mansfield. In addit-
ion to the contribution from the Society, Mr. William J. Matheson,
Mrs. H. S. Smith and Mrs. Wheeler H. Peckham contributed to the finan-
cial support of the project.

The Missouri Botanical Garden reported on the collection and a
picture of the planting was included in the January, 1929, Bulletin.
867 varieties were grown in the portion of the garden shown. Severe
losses are noted at the Morton Arboretum on account of the open winter
of 1927-28, but plants received from Cornell have helped to make this
up. Prof. B, S. Pickett writes from Ames, Iowa, thst the Test Garden
there has been well started and sends a photograph of it. A new Test
Garden has been started by Mr. F. X. Schreiner on the campus of the
University of Minnesota. Additional contributions were sent by the

New York Botanical Garden, which also sent three large boxes of Iris

to the University of Saskatchewan.
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In 1928 the following shipments of Iris were made from the
'Cornell Test Garden to: Morton Arboretum, Lisle, Ill., 237 var-
iéties; Elizabeth Gardens, Hartford, Conn., 455 varieties; Forest
Park, Springfield, Mass., 225 varieties; Ontario Agricultural College,
Guelph, Canada, 242 varieties.

The 1928 Display Garden report mentions nine new gardens added
during the year. Of the total of twenty gardens now listed the east
has twelve of them. Of these New York has three; New Rochelle,
Larchmont and Mount Vernon, Conn., one; Stonington; New Hampshire,
two; Durham and Keene; Massachusetts four: Springfield, Cambrigge,
Amherst and Holyoke; New Jersey two: New Brunswick and Orange. The
central states have but two gardens: Belleville, Illinois and
Goodland, Indiana. West of the Mississippl there are gardens at
Topeka, Kansas and at Lincoln, Nebraska. Duluth, Minnesota 1s our
most northerly garden. A second garden is under way in Milwaukee,
In the South there are two gardens, both new this year: Columbis,

S. C. and Goldsboro, N. C. Mrs,., Brewster B. Hoornbeek who makes her
report hopes to add during the next year Golden Gate Park, San
Francisco, Piedmont Park in Atlanta, Birmingham, Alabama and Harris-
burg, Pa., and West Lafayette, Indiana.

The report for this year 1s much more optimistic than in the
yvears which were to follow.

In the spring of 1929 the following 1list of Test Gardens was
printed: Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Dr. George M. Reed in charge. Test
Garden for Beardless Irises making a speclal study of Japanese var-

ieties, their pests and diseases. New Japanese, New Siberian,
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Beardless species, Oncocyclus and Regelia varieties required.
California Botanic Garden, Sawtelle, Calif., (later given up),
‘Prof. Frederic W. Taylor in charge. Dr. S. S. Berry of Redlands
supervising Iris collection. Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y.,
Mr. M. S. Pridham in charge. General Test Garden. Large collection
standard varieties needing all newer varieties including bulbous,
Dwarf Bearded test being made by Dr. H. Wright. Iowa State College
Ames, Iowa. Prof E. C. Volz in charge. General Test Garden having
standard varieties. Needs Beardless, Japanese and Dwarf Bearded, also
all new varieties. Missourl Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Mo., Mr.
P. A. Kohl in charge. General Test Garden desiring all new varieties,
Bearded or Beardless and species to complete collection and provide
material for various tests. Unilversity of Minnesota, Mr. F. X.
Schreiner, St. Paul, 1n charge. Varieties of Bearded, Beardless,
species and bulbous. All needed for study. Morton Arboretum, Lisle,
Il1l. Mr. C. S. Godshalk in charge. General Test Garden for all
kinds of Bearded, Beardless, species. All standard and new sorts
welcome. New York Botanical Garden, Bronx Park, New York. Mr. Kenneth
M. Boynton in charge. Test Garden for Bearded varieties. Trial
Garden for seedlings. Breeding Garden for species under direction of
Dr. A, B. Stout. Dr, J. K. Small is testing and describlng new species
collected by him. New varieties of Bearded needed. University of
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada. Prof, C. F. Patterson in charge.
The severe climate here is a test of hardiness.

The 1929 Iris season in Brooklyn was early and shorter than usual
on account of dry weather. There was quite a loss of Japanese Iris

plants during the summer, mostly from the Japanese Iris maggot,




179
Chaetopsis fulvifrons and also from root rot. Large collections of
Japanese and Siberian Irises were sent to Ames, Missouri and Cali-
fornia Botanical Gardens from the surplus. The collection of
Japanese Iris at Brooklyn Botanic Garden 1s probably the largest in
the world as much effort has been put upon bringing together every
variety that could be procured. "The mass of information .........
is a splendid foundation for an exhaustive research into this
portion of the Iris genus and the sending of Dr. Reed to Japan to
continue this study at the source 1s the legitimate outcome of the
original project. The interest shown in this project by thke Brooklyn
Garden 1s one of the most valuable assets the American Iris Society
may feel they have behind them."

At the New York Botanical Garden the season was a long one and
the collections were well used by both the public and the staff for
study and for botanical as well as horticultural purposes. Dr., B. O.
Dodge began in 1928 to work with various Iris diseases and his results
of sterilizing the plants with formaldehyde and with using new soil,
showed an entire absence of disease so that the work was planned to
be continued through the rest of the garden. Dr. Dodge expects to
publish the result of the experiment in the Botanical Garden Journal.
A great many plants were sent to ¢ther Test and Display Gardens. In
the nursery the plants grown from crosses under Dr. Stout's direction
were checked. Dr. Small collected hundreds of plants in flower in
Louilsville and his work has attracted great attention. Eight new
species were described in the March Number of Addisonia which was made

available to the members of the American Iris Society at cost. The

Texas Agricultural Experiment Station reports that our newest Test
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Garden is under way there. The California Test Garden has been
given up owing to the abandonment of the California Botanical
Garden.

In Display Gardens there 1s mention that in the eeason of 1929
ten new gardens were added to the 1list, making a total of thirty.

The latest afflliations are at Haverill, Mass; at New London and at
Storrs, Connecticut; Fargo, North Dakota; at Memphis and Lookout
Mountain, Tennessee; Bozeman, Montana; la Grange, Georgla; and at
Scranton, Pennsylvanla; and Sandpoint, Idaho. Ten of the Society's
regional divisions are now represented by one or more gardens as
follows: Region 1, Massachusetts, three; Forest Park, Springfileld
(1927); Amherst Garden, Massachusetts Agricultural College (1928);
Winnekenni Park, Haverill (1929). Connecticut, four: 01l Light
House Grounds, Stonington, under the Jjolnt supervision of the Ston-
ington Garden Club and The Historical Society; Storrs; the Connecticut
Agricultural College, New Britain, sponsored by the Park Commission;
Connecticut College in New London. New Hampshire, two: The Univer-
sity of New Hampshire, Durham (1927) and Keene, sponsored by the
Keene Normal School. The untiring efforts of Mrs. Nesmith in making
possible these gardens is emphasized.

Region 2, The New York Gardens were the first Display Gardens to
be established being planted previous to 1926. The library grounds were
chosen for each of the three in New Rochelle, in Larchmont and Mount
Vernon, each under the sponsorship of garden clubs.

Region 3, Essex County Park Commission, Orange Park, Neward;

State Experiment Station, New Brunswick. Scranton under the Garden
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Department of the Century Club. (1929).

Region 5, Georgia two. Atlanta sponsored by the Peach Tree
Garden Club at the High Museum of Art (1929); The Cason J. Callaway
Company supervise the planting at The Log Cabin in La Grange. These
have a particularly attractive location and plan and planting in-
clude many of the newer kinds of Iris, and representatives of the
bulbous section. South Carolina, one; Valley Park, Columbia. North
Carolina, one; Herman Park, Coldsboro.

Region 6, Goodland, Indiana, established through the generosity
of the late Mr. T. E. Mitten.

Region 7, Tennessee, two: Tri-State Fair Grounds, sponsored by
the Memphis Garden Club and the Park Commission (1929) and The Garden
Club of Lookout Mountain.

Region 8, Minnesota, Wisconsin and North Dakota, one garden in
each. Duluth in Portland Square (1928), sponsored by the Iris Depart-
ment of the Duluth Peony Society; Milwaukee (1928) under Park Commission
and County Horticultural Society in Sherman Park. The North Dakota
Experiment Station at Fargo (1928)

Region 9, College of Agriculture, Universlity of Nebraska, Lincoln
(1928). This garden contains many new varieties, especially those of
the Sass Brothers who are nearby. The Topeka Horticultural Soclety
in Gage Park, Topeka, Kansas (1928). St. Henry's College in Belleville,
Illinois,

Region 10, Bozeman, Montana, Momtana State College. Mrs. Hoornbeek
makes acknowledgements of many gifts, of which Mr. Schreiner's gifts
were the largest,

This year seems to have been a high point in Display Gardens.

The years to follow showed a decline owing to the discouragement of
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the chairman on account of difficulty in securing gifts of additional
plants. In this report she mentions particularly that the main-
tenance of exlisting gardens and further expansion depends entirely
upon the supply of plants available. She states that 1t 1is not fitting
that the commercial growers should be called upon repeatedly to make

up deficlencies in supply nor that the committee should have to

presume upon the generosity of a few each year.

The 1930 Test Garden report mentions the acquisition of three
new Test Gardens: at the University of Oklahoma, at Macdonald College,
Quebec, and Marsh Botanic Garden, Yale University. The hope is
expressed that eventually there will be a Test Garden in each state.

The card catalogs of the gardens have been checked over during
the summer and many plants distributed as needed. The following
answer is given to complaints that the Test Gardens are not what they
should be: "The maln reason 1s becsuse members do not back up the
officers by going on the committees to work, or by sending in the
newer varieties." "Those too indolent, too procrastinating or too
stingy to give Iris or to send money to buy new plants have no right
to criticize the Society for not having the newest varieties in the
Test Gardens." This is mentioned in spite of the fact that certain
members are very generous. Any lack of condition in the garden is
due to the apparent lack of interest of members living in the vicinity
who are supposed to form committees to aid in the work. The institu-
tions with which we are cooperating are nearly all in need of funds
and they welcome earnest workers. There 1s hope that work on Bulbous

Irises can be done in Holland by our English, French, Belgium and
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Dutch members. There is imperative need that this be done soon if
the great tangle of names of Bulbous Iris is to be unraveled. Dr.
‘P. A. Kohl reports from the Missouri Botanical Garden on the new
grouping according to colors. The Sass Brothers and Mr. Williamson
have sent almost all their latest introductions and Mr. Josiah Whitnel
has been a steady contributor. Mr., E. L. Kammerer of the Morthn
Arboretum reports on the transplanting of the garden there and that
in the new setting near the hybrid lilac collection about eight
hundred varietlies are arranged both alphabetically and in color groups.

At the New York Botanical Garden the Alphabetical collection
was replanted late in 1929 and many new kinds have been added, al-
though there are still gaps in the planting. Al Irises have been
treated with Semesan when transplanted or watered with it. New maps
have been made of the entire planting and the catalog 1s being brought
up to date.

The Garden of the University of Oklahoma 1s located on good new
prarie soil. Plants were grown in three-inch pots in the greenhouse
and then set in permanent places in November. Notes are being taken
of thevigor of each plant. The collection at the University of
Saskatchewan 1is increasing materially.

In 1930 came the addition of two new display gardens. The first,
at Sandpoint, Idaho, was begun directly after the blooming season, set
in color groups and subgroups as suggested by the recently issued
check l1list of the Society. A foundation stock of a hundred varieties
was sent to the sponsors of the garden, the College of Agriculture of

the University of Idaho; and standard sorts already growing at the
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Sandpoint Substation were used, beside additional gifts from individual
gardeners and commercial growers.

The second garden has been planted at Deming Park, in Terre
ﬁaute, Indiana. Over five hundred varieties were set, about a fourth
of these being supplied locally, and the others contributed by growers
throughout the country. The Iris Society membership in Terre Haute
numbers thirty, or more, and it is this group who have united to form
the Terre Haute Iris Society, sponsors of the new garden.

The Bozeman (Montana) garden, under the supervision of the Univer-
sity of Montana's Agricultural Experiment Station, will soon establish
a duplicate garden at Hamilton, in the Bitter Root Valley, where
conditions are wuite different than at Bozeman, the growing season
belng generally longer and the winters less severe. Iris intersest in
this section of the conntry is very much on the increase, and these
gardens will add very much to that interest,

The Harvard Botanic Garden has been discontinued, the stock pre-
viously grown there has been transferred to the Lexington Botanic
Garden, of which Mr. Stephen B. Hamblin is Director, and will there
again be cared for by him.

Ten of the fifteen regional divisions of the Society are now
represented with one or more Display Plantings - a total of thirty-
four gardens. Each planting numbers from a huncred or so varieties
to five hundred or more. Sponsors of each garden make an effort every
season to keep the selection of varieties well above the average,
hoping to offer, where it 1s easily avallable and in a pleasing setting,
a representative collection correctly labeled, properly cared for,

and kept up to date by frequent additions.
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In 1931 an enormous number of boxes of Iris were shipped from
the Test Garden in New York to newer gardens. Report of Brooklyn
Botacic Garden 1is particularly interesting this year. They have now
approximately 500 varieties of Japanese Iris grouped on basis of
color scheme. When Dr. Reed was in Japan in 1930 he picked out many
new varieties which were imported to the garden in the spring of 1931.
They arrived in bad condition but must have grown very well as a few
of them flowered. In addition to named varieties there were several
collections of wild forms collected in various parts of Japan. The
fly maggot was much less serious than in other years, perhaps due to
burning over the plants in early spring. Injury from thrips, however,
was unusually severe. Much crossing between varieties and species
was done during the season. In July the Garden published a paper on
hybrids of Iris fulva x follosa.

Report from the Macdonald College 1n Quebec sent in by Prof.
Bunting gives report of the planting there which contains over 500
varieties, mostly Tall Bearded and some Siberilian varieties. Mr, F. C.
Morgan, Dr. W. T. Macoun and Miss Preston have been particularly
generous in donations. At the Marsh Botanical Garden the bloom was
very fine.

In the New York Garden all the plants showed great improvement
from the result of Dr., Dodge's treatment two years ago. There was a
large gift of Bulbous Iris from Meadow Mountain Bulb Farm, Granite
Falls, Washington. Many plants were distributed during the year.
There 1s a short report also from Texas from Dr. S. H. Yarnall.

The 1932 Test Garden Report lists sixteen officlal Test Gardens

with special notes on gardens in Dallas, Texas, Sandpoint, Idaho,
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Cedarbrook Park, Plainfield, New Jersey. The Idaho report mentions
three diseases, soft rot, leaf spot and Sclerotinia. Soft rot was
controlled with the use of copper carbonate; leaf spot did l1little
1damage but Sclerotinia killed entire clumps. Garden contains 178
varieties of Bearded Iris and 100 varieties of other types. Blooming
season extended from May 20th when the first Dwarf Irises began, to
the middle of July when the Japanese Iris Bloomed. The peak of the
season is June 10th to 18th.

The Cedarbrook Park, Plainfileld, New Jersey, planting was estab-
lished under the auspices of the Plainfield Garden Club, Miss Harriette
R. Helloway, Chairman. The site was approved by Olmsted Brothers,
Landscape Architects of the Park, who made the plans. The color scheme
was made by Miss Halloway and Mrs., Wells.

The Iris Display Garden in Dallas was moved from its first site
to the campus of the Southern Methodist University. A new garden 1is
mentioned at the Michigan State College of Agriculture, East Lansing,
Michigan, with a possible extension of Display Garden in connection
with it at the Graham Experiment Station in Grand Rapids.

A departure from previous policy was the use of the grounds of
Mr. H. H. Groff, the famous gladiolus breeder at Simcoe, Ontario, for
an official garden.

The following persons and firms have contributed either money or

plants to the Test and Exhibition Gardens from 1920 to 1934:

Richard M. Abbott C. H. Caldwell
George Aikin Frank W. Campbell
MFs. John Aldrich Campos Altos Gardens




E. J. Alexander

J. K. Alexander
Miss J. C. Allison
Mrs., W. H. Altamer
_Edgar Anderson

W. A. Anderson
Andorra Nurseries.
D. M. Andrews

The Garden of Arcadin
Wm. H. Arnold

Dr. W. McL. Ayres
Mr. E. Auten, Sr.

Nathaniel Bacon

B. R. Bales

L. Bank

Barnes Bros.

Barr & Sons

Miss F. L. Barrows
A, B. Bauer

Hardy Baugh

Bay State Nurseries
Beacon Road Flower Garden
Mrs. F. Becker

0. M, Becker

M. C. Bell

S. S. Berry

Mrs. M, E. Black

W. C. Blanchard =i
Miss Mary Bissell
Bobbink & Atkins
Mrs. T. Bodley

L. R. Bonnewitz

Miss Laura M, Bragg
A. M. Brand

Mrs. J. Branin

Mrs. H. R. Brant

J. H., Bratt

Joseph Breck

Dr. Fred N. Briggs
Mrs, Willard Brinton
Brook Garden
Brooklyn Botanic Garden
C. Brown

Mrs. S. A. Brown

Geo Bunyard & Co.
Atlee Burpee Co.
Mrs. S. F. Butterworth
Mrs. Anna Byrone
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Mrs. W. L. Carter

Miss M. R. Case

H. F. Chase

Cayeux et Clerc

Mrs. Loulse K. Clabough
John Lewis Childs, Inc.
Mrs. F. E. Cleveland
Henry T. Coe

C. W. Coker

L. J. Coker

Mrs. John Collier

C. H. Connors

Cornell University
Cottage Gardens

Mrs. M. A. Cumbler

Mrs. R. M. Davis
Mrs. J. Dean

Mrs. M. E. deGraff
Miss M, I. deGraff
Rev, C. H. Demetrio
J. C. DeWinkeler
Display Garden Com. A.I.S.
Mrs. C. Dormon

C. W. Dorne

Henry A. Dreer

Mrs. W. G. Dumont
H. F. duPont

Mrs. W. H. duPont

Edgevale Gardens

L. J. Egleberg

Wm. L. Eilert

Miss Helen Ellender
Miss ILouise E. Elliott
Elliott Nursery Co.
Elm City Nursery

Mrs. J. F. Emigholz

E. 0. Essig

Fairmont Irlis Gardens
Fairy Gardens

B. H. Farr

Farr Nursery Co.

Mrs. Azro Fellows
Thoms., M. Fendall
Mrs. Ferrilday

Mrs. D. A. Filler

H. A. Fischer




Dr. F. L. Floors
Forest Heights Garden
Forest Park

E. P. Foster

W. E. Fryer

. F, R. Furness

Miss Louise Given

J. N. Giridlian

Glen Road Irils Gardens
R. W. Gottschall

C. H. Gowe

C. H. Graham

Granite State Nurseries
Gray & Cole

A, H. Greene

Prof. Robt. A. Gteene
J. H. Grinter

C. F. Groth

Charlotte Haines

C. H. Hall

Mrs. A. B. Hamilton
Mrs. G. V. Harper

S. G. Harris

Roy Hart

T. A. Havemeyer

A. A. Heller

Dr. J. E. Hill

Mrs. J. E. Hires
Mrs, L. W, Hitchcock
H. C. Hoehl

Miss Susan T. Homans
Mrs. Brewster Hoornbeek
R. J. Hopper

Howard & Smith .
Dr. Marshall A. Howe
A. M. Hudelson

G. H. Hudson

C. W. Hungerford

Indian Spring Farms, Inc.
Iowa Seed Company
Miss F. R. Ives

H. S. Jackson

E. 0. James

Dr. Nancy Jenizon
Elizabeth F. Jenkins
V. C. Johnson
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Wm. S. Johnson
Talbot A. Jones
Frank Josifco
H. F. R. Judson

Miss L. Kannapell
Kelley Plant Gardens
Mrs. L. W. Kellogg
Harlan P. Kelsey
Mrs. Frank Kennedy
Dr. Harris Kenamedy
Kenwood Iris Gardens
Dr. J. G. Kinneman
Frank Koehler

A. E. Kunderd

Bernard H. Lane

E. G. Lapham

Lark Meadow

Iester S. Lederer
Mrs. Anna Livingston
Mrs. H. G, Lloyd

J. D. Long Seed Co.
Longfield Iris Farm
W. E. Longley

Miss Susan C. Lovering
Iovett's Nursery

Mrs. McAmbler

Clint McDade

Menneth MacDonald & Sons
Miss F. E. McIlvaine
Mrs. C. S. McKinney

Dr. J. R. Mcleland

J. W. Magruder

Dr. E. M. Mains

Bruce C. Maples

J. P. Marple

R. Marshall

Wm, J. Matheson

Franklin B. Mead

Meadow Mountain Bulb Farm
W. Miles

Miss E, Miller

Millet et Fils

Missouri Botanical Garden
Mr. Arthur G. Nitten

J. J. Moffitt, Jr.

Wm. Mohr

Moons Nursery




A. C. Moore

F. C. Morgan

B. Y. Morrison
Movilla Gardens

Mrs. S. B. Nelson

Mrs. Nesmith

New Rochelle Show Garden
New York Botanlcal Garden
Col. J. C. Nicholls

Alice W. North

Mrs. Dwight North
Northbrook

Northwestern University
Novato Nurseries

Mrs. E. J. O'Connor
Mrs. H. O'Conner
Olympla Bulb Company
Onadorff, E. D.
Orpington Nurseries
Overlook Nurseyy

Mrs. Douglas Pattison
August J. Pauls

Mrs. L. J. Paxton

R. D. Pearce

Mrs. C. B. Peck

A, W. Peckham

E. A. S. Peckham

Mrs, F., W. Pennington
Amos Perry

R. Peschko

C. D. Petrie

Pfeiffer Nursery

Mrs. W. A. Plecker
Prarie Gardens

F. M. Pratt

F. H. Presby

Miss Isabella Preston
Prudential Nursery Co.
0. M. Pudor

Quality Gardens

Rainbow Iris Gardens
Ramsey's Austin Nursery
H.4. Rankin

Mrs. R. M. Rasmussen

.189

C. E. Raynal

C. A. Raynal

Mrs. Read

Mrs. M. D. Reed

John Reemsberg

Mrs. J. M. Richer

Riverview Gardens

Julius Rohers Co.

Rosedale Nurseries

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, through
W. J. Bear

D. W. C. Ruff

Mrs. O. A. Runyon

Wm. O. Ruse

Dr. P. A. Rydberg

Carl Salbach

Jacob Sass

Mrs. R. Schenck

Louis Schmidt

F. X. Schreiner

Jacob Shulz, Co.

A, H. Scott

Dr. Nancy Servison
Mrs. Eleamor Sherewood
J. M. Shull!

Silmar Gardens

W. A, Sisson

Mr., & Mrs. H. Skeels
Dr. J. K. Small

G. N. Smith

Mrs., L. A. Smith

Mrs. L. R. Smith

A, C. Snoddy

J. Soar

Southerland Landscape Service
Southern California Iris Garden
Southland Iris Garden
W. Stager

Mr. Carl Starker

State Nursery & Seed Co.
Mrs. F. Stevens

J. F. Stewart

Stone Crest Gardens
Stobrs & Harrison

Mrs, C. H, Stout
Strand's Nursery
Stuhlsatz, V. W.

Stump & Walter

Miss Grace Sturtevant




R. S. Sturtevant

W. N. Suksdorf
Sunnybrook Iris Garden
Sunset Gerden

W. R. Taylor
Te-a-Wha Nursery
University of Tennessee
Thimlar Nursery

Mrs. C. B. Thomas

G. Thomas

T. C. Thurlow

Louis C. Tiffany
Walter Timmerman
Mrs. W. E. Toble
Miss Sara Toedt
Harry Totten

E. Turbat et Cie

G. B. Tuthill

Twin Elms

Twin Larches Nursery

U. S. Dept. of Agri. B. P. I.

Miss Theodora Van Name
C. G. van Tubergen, Jr.
Van Wert Iris Garden

L. Vasseur

Vaughan Seed Store
Vilmorin-Andrieux et Cie

Conrad Wagner Bulb Co.
Mrs., J. G. Walker
Wallace & Co.

John B. Wallace, Jr.
R. W. Wallace

Dr. A. E. Waller

T. A. Washington
Arthur L. Watson

Mrs. H. T. Watts
Robert Wayman

The Wayside Gardens Co.
H. E. Weed

Homer Weed

Weller Nurseries

C. N. Wettengel

Mrs. G. W. Wheeler

Dr, E. T. Wherry

C. G. White
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White & Johnstone
Josiah Whitnel

E. B, Williamson
Gilbert H. Wild & Son.
Wing Flower & Seed Co.
John C. Wister

A. E., Wohlert

Brother Wolf




