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Report No. 5

History of Iris Growers

While there was scattered information (as well as misinfor-
mation) on the subject of the history of cultivation of Iris species
and Iris varletlies, and of the persons who brought wild types into
cultivation and who did breeding, there had not been before the
formation of the American Iris Soclety, any authoritative bringing
together of information of this sort. Bulletin No. 2 contained the
first of a series of sketches giving the history of Iris growing in
its variuous phases. We were very lucky in securing the active
cooperation of three foreign Iris growers, Ernest H. Krelage of
Haarlem, Holland, Sir Arthur Hort, Harrow, England, and F. Denis of
Balaruc, France, These three gentlemen had a large knowledge
of Irises and thelr views were presented to our members.

Mr. Krelage in particular was a great student of horticulture
and had inherited from his father a wonderful library consisting not
only of books but of o0ld catalogs of many nurseries. It was from
these catalogs that he secured the inform&tion which he presented
to us and which showed the important foundation work that was done
by Berg, de Bure, Jacques and Lemon. This latter breeder particularly
was responsible for hundreds of varieties, some of which are still
grown., Mr. Krelage completed his work with a review of the work of
Salter and a shorter review of the period from 1870 to 1900 and
of the early Twentieth Century, his article therefore covering a
period from the early 1600's to the present time in its review of

work on the Continent and in Englead.
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To supplement this discussion, Sir Arthur Hort gave us a long
and most interesting article on the work of Sir Michael Foster to
. whom Englishmen look as a pioneer and founder of the modern cult of
the Iris. The third foreign author, M. Denis, contributed a rather
shorter article on the influence of the wild type, Iris Ricardi,
upon Irils seedlings so that 1in these three articles we have pre-
sented to our members a review of the work of all Iris growers up
to within a short time of the founding of the Society. This game
Bulletin contained articles on Iris growing in New South Wales,
South Australia and Queensland, a part of the world of which we know
so little horticulturally.

In Bulletin No. 3, further contributions were made on the work
of Sir Michaél Foster and a 1list of his Irlises was given with the
parentage where known and the date of introduction. This Bulletin
also contailned a letter from W. J. Caparne on his work in hybridi-
zation, particularly in reference to the Dwarf.Bearded and Inter-
mediate Irises. There 1is an article by S. Mottet on Irises railsed
by the great firm of Vilmorin, Andrieux & Cie, near Paris, this
bringing still further to date our history of Iris growing.

Bulletin No. 18 has notes from Oakar Smrz, a nurseryman near
Pardubice, Czechoslovakia. He stated that Iris growing in his country
was far behind France, England and America. Some old-fashioned
varieties of Iris were quite popular, however, but the newer kinds
were still unknown. Iris pseudacorus was very common and in some
districts graminea and sambucina were found. New varieties had been

introduced in the country by the Dendrological Society and the
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Bohemian Horticultural Society and by nurseries but there were no
establishments that specialized in Irises. The most popular
varieties were those of Goos & Koenemann on account of close proxi-
mity to Germany.

Bulletin No. 30 has an Australian note from L. W. Wheeler and
mentions stylosa, susiana, tingitana and others and many vigorous
varieties, Caterina, Ballerine, Lady Foster, Avalon, Lent A.
Williamson, Mme Durrand, etc., Some of the poor growers in that
climate are Shekinah, Black Prince, Col. Candelot, B. Y. Morrison and
Flammenschwert.

Bulletin No. 39 continues the geographical range of subjects
by a series of articles on Irises in Canada, the various authors
covering the entire territory from the Eastern Seaboard to British
Columbia. Mention is made of any which are tender in the more severe
climates; and of methods required to grow Irises in the colder
sections of Canada. Mr, Sturtevant states that demand for Iris
comes from four sources, the collector, the commercial grower, the
amateur gardener and the landscape architect, and of these the
collector and grower will pay high prices for novelties. It takes
capital and time to build a big collection for it is necessary to
constantly add novelties., Some seedlings have been sold in England
as high as five hundred dollars the first year that they bloom, but
in America there are only two or three instances of whole stocks
being sold. In England, Bliss, Hort, Yeld and Dykes do no retail
selling, while in America comparable breeders such as Fryer, Williamson
Shull, Miss Sturtevant and Mrs. Cleveland all have been forced into

retail trade and other breeders will probably follow. Mr. Sturtevant

believes thilis development to be an unfortunate one. It 1s easier




194

of course to introduce a variety than to sell the whole stock but
there are more introductions of only fair quality and from the
‘purchaser's point of view, greater difficulty in selection from
diverse sources. Breeding and retail sales are incompatible because
one or the other becomes neglected, yet at present prices, good
novelties pay. The careful hybridizer would do well to introduce
only one seedling out of fifty and with hit or miss methods one
out of a thousand is more likely to be correct. The dealer must buy
cheap and sell dear or he will be swamped with plants that do not
sell, for gaging the demand in advance 1s a gamble. The number of
growers amohg our members had trebled in two years. It would be
interesting to bring similar comparisons up to date for I am sure
that the result would show that his forecasts were well warranted.

It 1is apparent that an increasing number of nurserlies were
growing good Irises. Mr., Farr is credited with being the first man
in America to have a big Iris collection..It 1is stated that at his
nursery in Wyomissing there 1s one field containing ninety eight
thousand Irises. Among his fine seedlings are Quaker Lady, Juniata,
Mount Penn, Pocahontas, Mary Garden, Georgla, Mary Orth and Seminole,
The Wing Seed Company, Mechanicsburg, Ohio, has many acres of Irises
well grown, as well as a small test garden alphabetically arranged.
The Van Wert Iris Garden of Mr. Lee R. Bonnewitz is up to date in
the fine new English and French varieties, This is believed to be
the largest collection in America. By comparison the Peterson
Nursery Company in Chicago is small, containing only forty or fifty
varieties, but the varieties are all very high quality and extremely

grown. The 1920 introductions of Vilmorin are here noted as being
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in bloom and showing great promise, 1t belng stated that Magnifica
is the only weak grower of the lot.

Another extensive collection is that of Rainbow Gardens at
St., Paul., It contains a number of new varieties introduced by
Wallace and Perry in England. The Fryer Nursery in Mentorville,
Minn. is noted as being of great interest and containing many new
Iris seedlings, among which Mrs, W. E. Fryer and Kathryn Fryer seem
to be the best. Mr. Fryer was later severly criticised as naming
entirely too many seedlings. The Dean Iris Gardens in Moneta,
California, is another well known nursery and there Crimson King,
Albicans and Sytlosa bloom almost all winter long. Mrs. Dean
apparently was the first to import the Millet and Denis varieties.

The nursery of Bobbink & Atkins at Rutherford, New Jersey, has
a large Iris collection, including Lady Foster and Lent A. Williamson,
as well as a set of seedlings raised there of which Wanaque 1is the most
distinet. Mrs., Francis E. Cleveland of Eatontown, New Jersey, is
chiefly a grower of Japanese and Siberian varieties but also has a
Crusader forty-four inches high and Junonia and Caterian almost as
high. These three varietlies which have proven difficult in a number
of places seem to do theilr best in the dry Jersey sand. Frank A.
Koehler, Camden, New Jersey, 1s a specialist in Goos & Koenemann
Introductions. The garden of Mrs. C. S. McKinney, Madison, New Jersey,
is particularly charming, its brilliancy beilng due to masses of
Pallida Dalmatica and Mrs. H. Darwin. She has a new seedling, White
Nymph, and tremendous clumps of Sibirica Emperor. Mrs. McKinney's

custom of burning over her Irises each winter is mentioned as a
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possible preventative of Irilis Rot and Iris Borer. Movilla Gardens.
Haverford, Pa., 1s run by My. James Boyd and John C. Wister and
contains many new varieties, including those from Millet, Denis,
Vilmorin and Bliss., Miss Grace Sturtevant's nursery in Wellesley
Farms, Mass, 1s particularly porminent in containing so many new
seedlings railsed by Miss Sturtevant, among which are Afterglow,

B. Y. Morrison, Queen Caterina, Gygnet, and Mandelay.
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Report No. 6

Iris Catalogs and Prices.

Early in the history of the Society the value of Irls catalogs
in spreading the interest in Irises was recognized. In September,
1920, Mr. Sturtevant reviewlng current catalogs, stated that there are
only three blg catalogs where Irises are the main Specialties, that of
Bertrand H. Farr, of Wyomissing, Pa., of the Rainbow Gardens of St.
Paul and Scheepers, Inc., of New York. He says of Mr. Farr's catalog
that "The Iris growers in recent years know it from cover to cover.”
Mr, Scheeper's catalog is a new and a sumptuous volume, written by
Rev. Joseph Jacob, Mrs. Louise B, Wilder and Mrs. Francis King.
Rainbow Gardens offers some English varieties not to be had elsewhere
in the United States.

Going back into the years, Mr. Sturtevant mentlions: the William
Prince catalog of a century agowith its list of botanical names of
Irises without descriptions; Groupings of Irises in the sections ger-
manica, pallida, variegata, plicata, amoena, neglecta, and squalens
was first made by de Bure and adopted by Krelange of Holland, by Barr
in England and then by Farr; English lists from Barr, from R. Wallace
& Company and other foreign growers; Mr. Willliam A. Peterson's master
list; the catalogs of George N. Smith, H. N. Groshner, Mrs. J. Dean,
H. E. Weed, Miss Grace Sturtevant and Mrs. Francis E. Cleveland.

In practically all 1920 catalogs are to be found some of Mr.
Farr's seedlings, some of Goos & Koenemann's introductions and some

of the new English things. Commonly listed are such things as White
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Knight, Lent A. Williamson, Zua and Sherwin Wright. There is appended
a list of the highest priced Iris which will cause some smiles now-
-adays, for 1t includes Ambigu, Avalon, Dominion, E. C. Shaw, Grenadier,
March Marigold, Madison Cooper, Opal, Roseway, Red Glory, Shekinah,
Peter Barr and Thelma Perry.

In November, 1921, Mr. Sturtevant states that catalogs reflect
the true experience of the growers and now contain fewer superlatives
and many notes of real value. He mentions rather sarcastically the
habit of catalog makers in putting the word "new" after many old varie-
tdes, which he has found not only after Iris King but also after Mme.
Chereau which was introduced in 1844! He commends the Movilla Gardens
for giving the name of introducer, date of introduction, carefully
worded descriptions including height and other features, and mentioning
the comparative merlt of similar varieties; L. R. Bonnewitz for an
unusually long list of Dwarf Bearded varieties as well as apogons; and
the catalogs of Clarence W. Hubbard, Mrs. F. E. Cleveland, Mr. W. E.
Fryer and Miss Grace Sturtevant. Moa, Titan and Canopus, all members
of the Dominion race, have appeared in English catalogs at high prices.
Other introductions of the year include Dusk, Mrs, Paul B. Riis, Mary
Williamson add Wild Rose. He mentions that with the present Iris boom
no catalog could keep up with a2ll the new introductions.

In November, 1922, there 1is reference to the catalogs of Mr.
Shull which includes Maori Princess and Nimbus. The catalog of John
Shull which includes Maori Princess and Nimbus. The catalog of John
Waterer in England is considered strange because it still contains the

old groups of Pallida, variegata, etc., which by this time had
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apparently been given up in all other catalogs. New varieties from
abroad include Bruno, Cardinal, Duke of Bedford and Swazil of the
Dominion Race and Citronella, Susan Bliss and Aphrodite.

A 1924 note compliments the Bay State Nurseries for re-establishing
its Iris 1list.

The 1925 membership list again reviews catalogs. Carl Salbach
has taken over the Campos Altos Gardens whibh Mr. Mitchell initiated
to handle the William Mohr seedlings; Mr. Sam Carpenter's first
catalog lists the varieties in groups as from various breeders; the
Iongfield Iris Garden catalog of Messrs. Williamson and Cook 1s most
helpful, particularly in reference to cultivation, propagation, breed-
ing, diseases and pests; Charles H. Totty is 1listing My Lady and other
seedlings of Mrs. McKinney's. Mr. H. E. Dounce writes of the collect-
ion of Robert Wayman; The American Rose & Plant Company has an
unusually good list of Japanese and Siberian Irises. Farr's 1list has
a note on discarding of poor varieties; no other grower has done more
in this respect. H. E. Weed, the Southern California Iris Gardens
(formerly Dean) and S. S. Berry are noted for listing stylosa and
other species. The secretary mentions having 40 lists and that pro-
bably another 40 were not sent to him; that only twenty-five used
symposium ratings; and only twenty called the work of the Society to
the attention of thelr customers. He felt that many of the commercial
members were not willing to help the Society. On looking back it
seems to me that they have been remarkably generous, often so to their

own detriment, for by persuading their customers to become members
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they have sometimes given those customers an opportunity to receive
lists of many other growers who thus compete with them.

In 1923 there are comments on the new catalogs from Farr, Cedar
Hill, Treasure Oak, Longfield, Forest Heights, Mrs. Emigholz, Hall,
Shull, Andrews, Wassenberg, Weed, Brand, Bonnewitz, Vaughn, Thurlow,
Huntington, Howard and Smith, R. W. Wallace of England, S, G. Harris,
and Bay State Nurseries. Comment 1s made on the sharp reductions in
price with a query whether it has been due to the price discussions
by the Soclety or whether it is merely a colncidence. It was at this
time that Mr. W. A. Peterson sold his entire stock to C. W. Hubbard.
Foreign catalogs were listing Lent A. Williamson, Sherwin Wright,
Anna Farr, Fryer's Glory and others. The catalog of Amos Perry was
consldered to be one of the outstanding of the year. Mr. Weed offered
some of his new seedlings, Mr. Tuder adds to his catalog a short list
of discards with reason for discarding, as for example: '"Trautlieb,
reason, poor grower, small flower and washy color." A similar brutal
appraisal of all varieties would be very thrilling. Mr. Sturtevant
states Seminole has been disseminated very quickly both heee and
abroad, and that he 1is proud that he was one to help give it an H. M.
at our first show.

The catalog of Cayeus & Le Clerc is reviewed. Although this
noted French seed house was long ago the introducer of Ma Mie, Petit-
Vitry and Mme. Blanche Pion, this is its first special Iris list.
Among the novelties noted in it are Eclaireur, Jean Chevreau and

Peau Rouge.
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Bulletin No. 10 gives the followilng information concerning
catalogs and nurserymen:

"Catalogs. There are over fifty special Iris catalogs availlable
and the specialist can supply you with worth while plants fer better
than the general nurseryman who cannot afford to carry novelties.
Furthermore a good catalog gives every aid in selecting varieties and
advice as to their planting and maintenance. Prices vary from 25¢ a
root (or much less in quantity) to $50 or more, for a single rhizome.
High prices are based largely on scarclity of stock and do not nec-
essarily reflect the intrinsic merit; many highly rated varieties are
inexpensive, It is well to consider cost of dellvery and insurance
in comparing the prices in different lists. The standard size of root
is a 'finger' shaped tuber about the size of a large thumb, with one
sheaf of leaves, Varieties vary, however, as to size, and further-
more soll and season will affect greatly the appearance of the root
you receilve, Some solls produce enormous rhizomes and at certain
seasons any thrifty tuber will be lined en each side with green buds.
Single roots, or at most two pronged ones, are far more satisfactory
than a clump."

In 1929, further reviews mention: "The Iris Papers" of R. Marshall
as most refreshing with fine list of varieties arranged in color
groups; the Cobble Cottage Gardens as listing the fifty best and dis-
cusihg some two hundred other varieties; Mrs. Kellogg's list "Over
the Garden Wall" for its description of a planting arrange accord-
ing to origin and breeder. The majority of catalogs now use the

symposium ratings and recommend the Society to their readers; a few
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acknowledge the help of standard descriptions; and very few ignore
the rules of nomenclature. At least one Dutch catalog, H. Ouden &
Son, follows our rules but English growers are hesitating and
awailting action by their own Society. Quality Garden catalog is again
exceptlionally fine but it 1s criticized for being too European in
the point of view. Later catalogs from this nursery show that many
more American varieties are included. Exceptionally large catalogs
of Robert Wayman and D. W. Sheets are noted. This latter offers
premiums to customers who become members of the Society. The first
1ist of Col. J. C. Nicholls shows a very wise selection of varieties,
The Sass Brothers and C. H. Hall are offering their wwn varieties
only, while Glen Road Iris Gardens offers mostly Miss Sturtevant's

seedlings.




.203

Iris Prices.

The American Iris Society page in the April, 1923, Flower
Grower is devoted largely to Iris prices. Mr. C. P. Connell intro-
duces the subject with the statement: "In studying catalogs the
thought has often come to me that either the Iris buyers were all
heirs of Croesus or spendthrifts; or that on the other hand the
growers were a crew of pirates." He goes on to give the history of
a number of varieteis in which the price instead of getting cheaper
has increased. Lord of June was introduced at about two shillings
in 1911, the 1920 price was $2 and not the average American price
was $L4.75, while the English price was only 60 cents. Crusader was
$2.50 in 1920 and now the average American price is $4.33 and the
English price slightly under $2. Caterina, Marsh Marigold, Kashmir
White, La Neige, Ambassadeur, Lent A. Williamson and others in which
the rapid growth made it wrong for the prices to rise instead of
drop were mentioned. Mr. Connell asks whether the price is deliber-
ately held up by collusion, whether the English and French are more
skillful growers than we are, or whether American growers sell so
close that they leave themselves no stock for propagation purposes.
As competition is too keen to permit collusion, and as he is not
willing to admit foreign superiority and skill, he comes to the con-
clusion that the growers must sell too close and thinks that they
should hold more stock in reserve for propagation. He thinks that if
a stock of Iris 1s so limited that a price of ten dollars or more has
to be placed on it, it should be withheld for further propagation

"For it 1is either too new for introduction or is a poor grower and

should not be introduced at all." He mentions the so-called wildcat
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dealer who with a small stock of a popular variety "jumps in and adver-
tises it below the current price, takes a few quick orders at a small
quick profit and 1s then sold out to further orders." This is a
demoralizing condition. It makes buyers feel that they are being
stung by the honest tradesman who must never be sold out and who must
base his price on thils condition.

Many members later sent in thelr opinions on this subject. 1In
reference to the plea that a breeder should maintain a variety until
he has a larger stock, Mr. Sturtevant thinks that 1t might be possible
to grow a few varleties for five years, but that thls connot be done
when a person has many varieties. "New seedlings blooming the first
time may bring from fifty to five hundred dollars, the latter price
being certainly most unusual. For the breeder or commercial grower
high prices are justified; for the collector no justification is
necessary; for the amateur high prices have no excuse, for very rarely
does a novelty make a unique and different color affect in the garden."
Regarding Mr. Connell's qulck propagation of Queen Caterina, he
mentions that Miss Sturtevant lost 90% of her stock during the winter
of 1919-1920 and that elght percent more went to fill advance orders,
so that in 1922 nothing was galined by her by the sudden jump in price
to $10 as there was no stock on hand to fill the demand.

Mr, Bliss writes that the raiser who has obtained a novelty rarely
profits by 1it. Often only one in ten thousand seedlings 1s worth
intorducing and the many years needed for blooming and testing the
flowers is Jjustification of any price.

Mr. Bonnewitz states that on two occasions he lost over 90% of

plants imported into this country, that he paid a 30% duty on
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importations from abroad as well as high express charges and that
these facts plus the high cost of American labor made necessary the
relatively high prices of Irises in America.

Another mentions unnaturally low prices. "I think we have all
suffered disappointments by ordering a bargaln and being told the
variety is sold out. I know of one case where a fairly small order
was telepraphed immediately upon the receipt of catalog and the grower
could not supply. This is manifestly unfair to every established
grower., It breeds unjust suspicions among buyers and at first glance
appears to be an unscrupulous method of advertising." It 1is easy to
overestimate natural incresse or to suffer severe loss and difficult
to foretell the probable demand. No dealer seems to have foreseen the
sudden popularity of either Lent A. Williamson or Lord of June.

Mr. Wister writes that there are probably few sections in the
middle or New England states where Irises will make such rapid in-
crease as has been noted in Mr. Connell's garden in Nashville,
Tennessee. Queen Cateriaa was first Introduced in a set; those who
wished it had to buy other varieties, many of which did not turn out
to be as popular. Therefore the nurserymen had to charge enough for
Queen Caterina to pay for the expense of the entire set. The cost of
labor, the lack of trained gardeners in thils country, the trouble of
labeling a collection of many varleties, and thé overhead expense of
advertising are all part of the reason for high prices, In an
importation of eight varieties from Vilmorin in 1920, Ambassadeur
and Ballerine cost not more than two dollars apiece abroad plus

shipping charges and duty. These two varieties were put on the American
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market a few years later for $10. The profits from these two varieties,
however, had to take care of the loss sustained in two other varieties,
of which nearly all the plants died, and of several varieties for which
there turned out to be a very small demand. Ambassadeur and Ballerine,
therefore, had to carry the burden of importing the whole set. "That
the ten dollar price was not unreasonable from the standpoint of
demand and supply was shown by the fact that one grower who cut the
price was sold out almost 1immediately thus bringing about the con-
dition deplored by Mr, Connell." The stock of Dominion which cost $75
in 1919 had never yet produced a saleable plant although it required
more care and attention than anything else in the garden. In an
importation of twelve varieties from Sir Arthur Hort in 1919, 7 var-
ieties were lost and in an importation of Bruno, Moa and Cardinal in
1919 all the plants died. The trouble and expense connected with the
bond required bu the Federal Horticultural Board, their methods of
delay and treatment and 30% duty are all mentioned as causes for high
prices on American Irises. The hope is expressed that the American
Iris Soclety will keep all the facts mentioned before its members so
that amateurs will not feel that nurseries are trying to rob them.
One quite sarcastic letter quoted by the secretary states that as
Irises are not a necessity, no one is forced to pay the high prices if
he does not wish to, and mentions that plenty of the old 15 and 25
cent Irises are far from being superceded and are still worthy of a
place in the garden,

In 1927 Prof. E. O. James criticised a former writer in saying

that there was a general belief that every breeder was out for all he

could get. Prof. James hoped that there was a kinder temper among




.207
Iris lovers than this for he thinks that no one can appreciate the
cost in labor, time and general overhead in producing one high class
Iris. He crossed Iris for six seasons and (setting aside the first
two years when he was merely leanning the elements) he had in the
last four seasons made over one thousand crosses, had planted over
eight hundred different lots of seeds, each with a distinct parentage
and had now on hand two hundred additional lots awaiting planting.
Many other breeders may have worked more intelligently but he doubted
if any had worked harder. Out of 325 different crosses made in 1925
and 1926 the six best seedlings rated no higher than the lower 80's.
He describes Mr. Mohr's work over a period of seven or eight years
when he devoted an acre of ground to his experiments. He had bought
practically every species of variety that was likely to have breeding
value at a cost entirely unestimated. He gave an amount of time which
no one knows or comprehends for 1t was a labor of love and so accepted
by him. From the very first he kept records of every cross and was
an exceptional student of plant genetics, but as far as financilal
profit was concerned, the Japanese tenant who raised canning tomatoes
on the adjoining field made more every year per acre than did Mr.
Mohr from his Irises. Very few first class Ir;ses have been accidental
and in growing competition these will be a constantly shrinking pro-
portion. Breeders must learn by experiment. He cites as an instance
the desire to know what he would get by crossing two plicatas. It
caused him several days of labor and three years use of a failr sized
garden plot to try out such experiments and gained him experience but
nothing saleable or worth one cent on the market. What 1s the commercial

value of Iris seeds in which the breeder has put many years of
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experience and hours of labor as well as much garden space? From
certain crosses the seeds would not sell for what would amount to
a Woolworth clerk's wages for the time spent in producing them.
Suppose such seed 1s sold to a novice and suppose the ﬁovice feels
that because he has pald a dollar or so for the seed and lavished
two or three years mpon the plants that the results must all be
wonderful and he invents names for every seedling and proceeds to tell
the world how wonderful they are. Prof, James asks why this novice
who has not two or theee thousand othér seedlings to sober his Jjudg-
ment should be listened to and why he or his friends ghould be better
cfitics than the exceedingly hard boiled Jury of Iris Jjudges.

This i1s one of the many articles that have appeared from time to
time in the Iris Bulletin on this subject and which I believe will
give to the future an adequate picture of the problems and conditions
under which the members of the Socilety were laboring during these
years, It is certaln that there had not been and still i1s not enough
appreciation of the hard work done by breeders but it also remains
equally certain that breeders have as a whole and over a long period
of years not been careful enough in their judgment and have intro-
duced too many seedlings either mediocre or not much distinct from
existing kinds and that therfore they have tried the public's temper
and ruined the public's faith. |

In July, 1927, Mr. Schreiner states than an obstacle to intelli-
gent regulation of introductions 1s the marcenary spirit that
actuates many people. He says that when an importing grower gets

stuck on a variety he feels entitled to keep on offering it at a
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relatively high price based on its cost until its lack of merit
finally causes it to sink by its own weight when it gets better known.
This of course destroys confidence of buyers. He states that socleties
usually must be officered by commercial growers and that there are
two groups or currents, the new-comers and the older well-informed
fans. The latter make the most contributions to publicity. If there
are not plenty of novelties business will lag, so they accomodate and
give the public noveltles ewery year. It seems hard to blame them
'for they are only responding to an actual demand. High prices are men-
tioned as merely reflections of great interest and demand. If there
were no takers these prices would soon collapse. (As they have indeed
collapsed in recent years.) The payers of high prices are mostly
those who hope to sell again to advantage. It is the experienced
collector who monopolizes the literature. Consequently the novelties
receive excessive space 1in print so that beginners are often led to bel-
ieve they must buy the newwst kinds and older cheaper kinds are really
given second consideration.

An article on the range of Iris prices 1is compiled by Mr. H. C.
Skeels, As prices have been a matter of constant discussion this
tabulation which covers more than two pages is of permanent interest.
It contains only varieties listed by seven or more firms and costing
more than One Dollar. 48 English, 41 French and 45 American varieties
are listed, the preponderance being on varietles purchased the past
three years. Either American varieties are of poorer quality or less
advertised or there 1is a strong prejudice in favor of imported kinds.

French prices on the whole have been reasonable but the English prices
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are so high that Mr. Skeels wonders how long this foreign buying will
continue. Collecting 18 catalogs as he did ahd then taking advantage
.of the lowest price is not necessarily the best way of buying Iris.
The size of roots will vary and there will be a difference in how
many of the plants turn out to be true to name.

The price range given in these varieties is of interest. Aphro-
dite for instance 1is offered by 11 firms for from $7.50 to $12.50,
each with an average of $10; Asia by 15 firms from $2.50 to $4.00, an
average of $3; Cardinal from $15 to $20, an average of $19; Duke of
Bedford from $8 to $18, an average of $10.50; Gold Imperial, $5 to $10,
average, $7; Leonita, $5 to $10, average, $8; Majestic, $10 to $25,
average, $14.50; Moa, $10 to $20, average, $16; Susan Bliss, $2 to
$10, average, $3.90.

On looking back at this 1list one 1s struck by the high prices
and the preponderance of European kinds. Prophecies may be rash but
Mr. Skeels certainly was far from rash in his remarks on thks subject
for the trend certainly has been downward and greater emphasis has
been blaced 1n recent years on American kinds,

The April, 1930, Bulletin contains the first attempt at cooper-
ation with The Commercial Peony and Iris Growers Association by
reprinting part of an address made by Mrs. Douglas Pattison before the
Annual Meeting of that Socilety in Chicago on December 2, 1929. It
was primarily meant for commercial growers and 1s an exposition of
the rapid improvement of Irises in the past ten years. Mrs. Pattison
mentions that the highest price she had paid for an Iris up to 1920
was $1.25 for Black Prince and that in her 1930 catalog she expected

to 1list several varieties between $50 and $150 and many between $10




211
and $50. She believed that the big Iris wave was only beginning
in spite of the fact that she knew that many Irls dealers had lost
money. She believed the fault of most dealers was that they con-
tinued with the same old stock every year instead of getting the
newer varieties, criticising particularly the quotations in trade
Journals offering such varieties as Queen of May, Mme. Chereau at
two and three cents apiece. The article contains reference to many
of the newer variletles, among them Majestic, Purilissima, Zada, W. R.
Dykes, Pluie d'Or, Midgard and Pink Satin.

Bulletin No. 41 has an article on "What Price a Seedling" by
Mr. J. Marion Shull. This study presents the point of view of the
breeder and tells something of the trials and tribulations the breeder
has to endure. When the new seedling first blooms the breeder may
feel that the thrill of it is ample return for all his outlay in time
and cash, but the fact remains that it did cost something. When
the flower is over all he has 1s perhaps half a dozen small lateral
eyes with which to face the world in which there lie in wait such
dragons as root rot, Delphinium rot, drought, borers, etc. How muush
is 1t worth?

" I have allowed myself to think of such a plant as worth, at
least, potentially, a thousand dollars. (Perfectly ridiculous, I
know, for the figure might almost as reasonably be ten thousand, or
it may not be worth ten cents.) By the second year there are thirty
growing points may of them still quite small. Again, how much are
they worth in the aggregate? How much for a single plant of the

largest size, of which there may now be a dozen at most? If a
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thousand dollars was the proper measure a year ago, then they must be

worth something more, allowing at least for a fair rate of interest

-on the money and for the cost of a year's care., ILet us say that

these twelve strongest plants, though not necessary for sale, are
worth fifty dollars each, with the smaller ones worth less and less."

At thls stage the test garden would ideally come in - and when
there was but one the breeder might have been disposed to make the
sacrifice. But now there are more than a dozen gardens and he cannot
possibly afford it. If ordinary methods of multiplication la ve been
resorted to and if conditions have been favorable, the breeder may
have, following the fourth year of bloom some fifty or sixty mer-
chantable plants available for distribution. "Again, how much are they
worth? But by now the answer is subject to modification by so many
details that it may be anybody's guess and the real measure of worth
becomes just what they will bring in the market."

It would appear that the test Barden will have to wailt till the
newness has somewhat worn away, and that the Editor 1s right in saying
In Bulletin No. 40 that " The real testing of new American varieties
is now done by the expert commercial growers." Here the breeder is
not without his reward. His plants are sure to be grown with care
and the maker of the test is not without prospect of financial
reimbursement, though he must be prepared to lose in a percentage of

cases.






