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Report No. 9

Variety Descriptions and Lists of Varietles.

In the preface to Bulletin No. 1, June, 1920, Mr. Sturtevant writes:
"It seems desirable to include a short note as to what varieties of the
Bearded Irises are to be recommended to those who have not the pocket-
book for a collection of the newest introductions. The 1list will be
small--the chief object is to include a wide range of color and time of
bloom. All these varieties may be obtained at twenty-five to fifty cents
a root.

"Earliest come the Dwarf Pumila Hybrids, Schneecupps and lutescens
Statellae, white; Stewart or Penelope, yellow; Azurea, Socrates, Standard
and Berlioz, lavender and purple. The Intermediate Flowering varietdes
follow closely; the white Ingeborg, creamy yellow Empress, pearl tinted
Florentina, claret Kochii (there are many synonyms) and two-toned Amas
and Kharput, the first a blue-purple, the last an even richer red-purple.
These are easlly selected but with the late flowering hybrids decision
is difficult.

"Pure white, Mrs. Horace Darwin and Innocenza; Ma Mie and Jeanne
d'Arc with blue-lavender edgings; and Victorine or Rhein Nixe with
heavily purpled falls. Flavescens, Aurea, and Sherwin Wright in deepen-
ing yellows; Iris King, Loreley, Mithras, Fro er Gajus with yellow
standards and variously colored falls. Nibelungen is of duller hues, Dr.
Bernice of a warm velvety bronze and the pipker toned Arnols and
Jacquesiana lead us on to the Iris 'pinks,' Queen of May, Mrs. Alan Gray,
Her Majesty, Lohengrin, Rose Unique and Wyomissing. Lavender selfs:
Pallida Dalmatica; Albert Victor and Juniata are darker, Viola or

Mandraliscae gilve a l1little earlier bloom, but all are one colored as is
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the claret hued Caprice. A veined lavender bi-color like Albatross is
not nearly as effective as the velvety Perfection or Othello; Oriflamme
has size. Tamerlane a dusky richness and if you want something a little
out of the ordinary try Queen Alexandra, Parc de Neuilly, Hebe, or
Dawn,"

The first publication of Standardized Descriptions took place in
Bulletin No. 6, October, 1922, The data card as worked out by Miss
Sturtevant, Mr., Bliss and Mr. Morrison and other members of the Society
was as follows:

Name Class
Originator Introducer Yeat

GROWTH - Weak, moderate, vigorous, rampant. Rate of Increase: Slow, rapid.
Habit: Open, compact, regular.

Foliage: Stiff, lax; slender, broad. Color: Deep glaucous, yellow-green;
base tinged.

Flowering: (Stalks to 1 year growth) shy, free; (blooms open at once)
few, floriferous. Duration; weeks,

STAILK - Erect, angular, flexuous, Height: ft. in., No. of

Buds: (maxium) Branching: Short, fastigiate, widely;

very low (at ground), low (below center), high, No. (max.)

FLOWER - (as a whole) Form: short, long; open, compact; oblong,
rounded,

Size: Small, fair (Queen of May), good, large. Substance: Poor, good,
extra. Lasting Quality: Poor, good.

Texture: Weak, frail, firm. Surface: Smooth, creped, wrinkled.
Fragrance:

*COLOR - Self, blend, plicata, bicolor, solild or veined.

(Remarks )

USE - Specimen, clump, mass; cut-flower, garden, landscape. Soil: light,
heavy. Culture: fleld, garden.

VALUE - Outstanding qualities.

Refer to "Color Standards and Nomenclature: by Robert Ridgeway when possible.
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Name Awards
STANDARDS - Form: (as a set) flat, cupped: conic, domed; tips
adpressed,

Carriage: (in profile) erect, arching, floppy; arched, over-arched;
overlapping.

Shape: Circular, oval, ovate, obovate, spatulate, fiddle-form. Modi-
fications: (at tips) pointed, notched.

(In outline) undulate, sinuate, toothed; (at edge3} ruffled frilled;
(in cross section) revolute, fluted.

Surface and Texture: Smooth, creped, cockled, crumpled. Size: (of
blade) in., wide; in. long.

*COLOR - (give ground color merkings if any).

FALL - Carriage; (in profile) horizontal, flaring, drooping, incurved,
straight-hanging, reflexed.

Shape of Fall: (Includes haft) obovate, spatulate, wedge-shaped. (In
cross sect.,) conves, flat, hollowed, pinched.

Shape of Blade: Circular, oval, oblong, ovate, spatulate, obcordate;
saved, ruffled.

Surface and Texture: Velvety, smooth, creped, cockled. Size: in. wide;
in long; (blade or fall).

*COLOR - (gilve ground color and venation).
MINOR PARTS (gibe color, etc., if distinctive).
Spathe valves: green, scarious, inflated, with keel.

Beard: Fine, coarse, sparse, dense; short projecting, conspicuous;
white, bluish, yellow, orange, tipped.

Haft: Narrow, broad, flat, channeled.

Reticulations: fine, broad, broken; close, widely-spaced, broken; close,
widely-spaced.

COLOR
Style-branches: Broad, narrow; erect, over-arching

Crest: OSmall, large, fringed. Pollen: plenty, none.
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The description of varieties continued in Bulletins Nos. 7, 9
and 29, the last completed about half of the description cards on
file with the Society.

The July, 1923, Flower Grower mentions many varieties that have
since then become almost forgotten. Among them are Cluny, Moliere,
Prospero, Titan, Mrs. Fryer, Mary Orth, Tristram, Troost, Sudan,
Barton Harrington, Mrs., J. S. Brand, Navajo, Mort Sanford and many others.
More enduring than most of these have been Cardinal, Dream, Tom-Tit,
Alcazar, Miranda, Ballerine, Ochracea and Quaker Lady.

The September, 1923, Flower Grower, mentions visits to Vaughan's
Nursery, to Franklin Brothers, to Clarence W. Hubbard and to William
A. Peterson, where Ambassadeur, Sv, Mme, Gaudichau and Queen Caterina
were thoroughly satlsfactory in spite of fears that they would be
tender.

Bulletin No., 10, gives the following:

LISTS OF RECOMMENDED VARIETIES
Irises for Varying Soils and Sites.

For the average garden. Bearded Iris in variety; most beardless
Irises, but particularly sibirica, Orientalis, Emperor, Snow Queen
and Peryy's Blue,

For a rich garden. Add the Japanese and spurias, and water before
flowering.

Lime lovers. All bearded Irises and particularly regelia and
oncocyclus,

Lime haters. The Japanese, and other beardless forms to a less

extent.
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Aquatics. Pseudacorus and versicolor. In the south the Japanese,
sibirica, and hexagona groups endure wet feet,

For moist meadows. All beardless varieties.

For shade. Foetidissima alone, (the others will grow but will not
flower. )

For semi-shade. (Deciduous). Cristata, verna, gracilipes. Others
are not successful for many years and the bearded are not disease
resistant.

For rock garden. Cristata, verna, gracilipes, pumila, reticulata,
graminea and many California and bulbous species in favored localities,

For naturalizing. Sibirica, pseudacorus, versicolor in meadows;
bearded irises to hold the sand of a dune or sunny slope.

Drought resistant. Regelia and oncocyclus demand a dry resting
period, the Junos and bulbous irises appreclate it and the bearded irises
endure it successfully.

For pot culture, Japonica, Alata; pumila and intermediate irises;
the winter blooming stylosa, Vartanl, etec. The Dutch are grown under
glass for cut flowers, but in general irises do not force to advantage.

In the north avold stylosa and the winter-flowering bulbs, also
to a certain extent bearded 1lrises with a strong infusion of cypriana,
mesopotamica, and Ricardi blood.

In the south where summer drought prevails do not hesitate to try

the lovely reglio-cyclus hybrids and the various bulbous species.
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RECOMMENDED LISTS OF BEARDED VARIETIES,
Intermediate and germanica. Florentina, pearl; Golden Fleece,
yellow; Ingeborg, white; Dorothea, lavender; Kochii, red-purple;
Mrs. Alan Gray, mauve; Bluet, blue; Brionense, lavender.
Early dwarf. Schneekuppe, white, Statellae, cream; coerulea,

pale blue; Socrates, red-purple; Orange Queen, yellow.
TALL BEARDED

Cost not over $1.00. Aurea, Flavescens, Sherwin Wright, yellow;
Mrs. H., Darwin, Innocenza, white; Pocahontas, Ma Mie, Fairy, Mme.
Chereau, plicata; Loreley, Fro, Iris King, variegata; Dalmatica,
Caterina, Juniata, Albert Victor, lavender selfs; Queen of May,
Lohengrin, Quaker lLady, Her Majesty, Wyomissing, mauve and rose;
Archeveque, Caprice, red-purple; Nine Wells, Perfection, Monsignor,
purple bicolors; Alcazar, Jacquesiana, Dr. Bernice, bronzed; Aftergiow,
Mary Garden, Eldorado, odd tones; Rhein Nixe, Victorine, purple and
white,

Cost $2.00 and under. Shekinah, Nancy Orne, B, Y. Morrison, Anna
Farr, Kathryn Fryer, Isoline, Seminole.

The best regardless of cost. Dalmatica, Princess Beatrice, Lord
of June, Queen Caterian, Alcazar, Ambassadeur, Souvenir de Mme, Gaudichau,
Lent A. Williamson, Georgia, Shekinah, Reverie, Crusader, Seminole,
Leverrier, Dominion, J. B. Dumas, Sweet Lavender, W. J. Fryer.

In Bulletin No. 10, is also a letter from Mr, J. Marion Shull to

Mr. Boyd:
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"You are justified in scrutinizing every new offering. I have
about decided not to purchase anything that I have not seen in bloom.
All of us must abandon the idea that we must include every new thing.
Then the price question will take care of itself, the fine things
will continue to command ggod figures, whereas the merely good and
less would find their level in lessened demand.

"The breeder is apt to think too highly of his own 'babies' and
thru a perfectly honest enthusiasm tend to lead btthers into expect-
ations that are likely to be disappointed. It seems impossible to
avoild some disappointments even with the best intentions,

"The host of foreign registrations and the prices strike me as
uncalled for. Owing to climatic differences I do not expect many of
them to make good on this side. Our best Irises of the future must
be selected under the conditions that prevaill in this country, so I
expect the American breeder eventually to provide most of our really
worthwhile things. The public will give over 1ts inflated expectation of
a variety just because it is of foreign origin."

There 1s a note from Mr., 8sss about the new fall blooming seedl-
ing, Autumn King. The first fall it bore one stalk, the second six,
the third sixteen, and in September, 1923, forty-three flowers, as well
as blooming in the spring. This is the only fall blooming variety
reported except the French variety Allies which has not yet reached this
country.

Bulletin No. 12, October, 1924, contains a 1list of one hundred

varieties recommended by the president as follows:




Afterglow
Alcazar
Ambassadeur
Archeveque
Arnols
Aurea
Autocrat

Ballerine
Baronet
B. Y. Morrison

Caprice
Celeste
Cluny

Col. Candelot
Corrida
Cordon Bleu
Cretonne

Dalila

Dawn

De Jjazet
Dellcatissima
Dora Longdon
Dusky Maid

Eldorado
Fairy

Georgisa
Gertrude

Halo

Harriet PresBy
Her MaJjesty
Hiawatha

Iris King
Isoline
Jeanne d'Arc
Juniata

La Neige

Ient A. Williamson
Lohengrin

Lord Grey

Lord of June
Ioreley

Mady Carriere
Magnifica

Ma Mie
Mandalay
Mandraliscae
Mary Garden
Mary Minanelle
Medrano
Minnehaha
Miranga
Mithras

Mme. Chobaut
Moliere
Monsignor
Montezuma
Mount Penn
Mozart

Mrs. H. Darwin
Mrs. Fryer
Mrs. Neubronner
Mrs. Tinley

Naushon
Navajo
Nibelungen
Nine Wells
Nuee d!'Orage
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Opera
Oporto

Parc de Neuilly
Paxatawny

Pauline
Perfection

Petit Vitry
Pocahontas
Primier

Princess Beatrice
Prosper Laugier

Quaker Lady
Queen Caterina
Queen of May

Baffet
Rheiln Nixe
Roseway

Sarpedon

Seminole

Shekinah

Sindjkhat

Sv. de Mme.Gaudichau
Steepway

Sweet Lavender
Syphax

Tamar
Tom Tit
Tristram
Troost

White Knight
Wm,. Marshall
W. J. Fryer
Wyomissing

In October, 1924, Mr. Sturtevant mentions the fine seedlings seen

in the collection of Mr, John D. Wareham in Cincinnati.

This is one of

the first published references to the Iris which for many years were a

legend in the Iris world.

There is a review of the Washington Show

where awards of Honorable Mention were given to Sequoiah, Tropic Seas

and L'Aiglon, (Shull); Arlington, (Simpson); Loudoun, (Fendall).
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Bulletin No. 13, published in December, 1924, quotes an inter-
view in which Dr. Reed attempted to name a dozen good Irises for the
ordinary garden and ended up by mentioning the following: Florentina,
Kochii, Amas, Mrs. H.Darwin, White Night, Albert Victor, Prosper,
Laugler, Rhein Nixe, Iris King, loreley, and Mme. Chereau, Mrs, Alan
Gray, Isoline, Jacqueslana, Chestér J. Hunt, Oriflamme and Alcazar.

From Bulletin No. 14, January, 1925:

OFFICIAL WHITE LIST,

By vote of the Directors, January 29, 1925, the publication of a
White List of Recommended Varieties of Tall Bearded Irises and a
Black List of Varieties marked for discard was authorized.

The White List is comprised of good varieties that are reliable,
fairly generally listed at a reasonable price, fully representative of
the different color classes, and worthy of increased popularity. It
is not a "Best List" but simply a Selected List of varieties to which
from time to time will be added varietlies at present too new or too
expensive for inclusion,

Light to Dark Purple Selfs: Celeste, Bluet; Princess Beatrice,
Australis, Caterina, Queen Caterina, Corrida; Albert Victor, Juniata,
Mandraliscae, Miranda, Rodney; Brionense, Parc de Neuillly, Princess Royal;
Cordon Bleu, Tom Tit, Souvenir de Mme., Gaudichau.

Pale Rose-purple to Deep Red-purple Selfs: Delicatissima, Dream,
Mrs. Alan Gray, Queen of May, Georgia, Lohengrin, Cluny; Caprice,
Harriet Presby, Swatara, Mount Penn, Rose Unique or Roseway; Crimson

King or Kochii, Oporto, Seminole.
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Light to Dark Purple Bicolors: Lord of June, Amas, Ballerine,
Sweet Lavender, Baronet, Tamar, germanica, trojana, Neglecta; Chester
J. Hunt, Hiawatha, Nine Wells, Du Guesclin, Monsignor, Baffet, Azure,
ﬁ. Y. Morrison, Mrs. W. E. Fryer; Fritjof, Fontarabie, Prince Victor.

Rose-purple to Deep Red-purple Bicolors: Her Majesty, Wyomissing;
Isoline, Magniflca; Archeveque, Kharput, Cretonne, Medrano, Opera.

Yellow Selfs: Flavescens, Shekinah; Aurea; Sherwin-Wright; Golden
Fleece, Soledad.

Yellow Bicolors: Minnehaha, Gagus; Ossian, Princess Victoria
Louise; Fro, Iris King, loreley, Kathryn Fryer.

Blended Selfs: Afterglow, Ochracea, Steepway, Quaker Lady, Sindjkha,
Mancy Orne, Eldorado; Dorothea.

Blended Plicatas: Mary Garden, Mme, Chobaut.

Blended Biceolors: Dora lLongdon, Mary Orth, Navajo, Red Cloud,
Rev., Wurtelle, Nibelungen; Arnols, Jacqueslana, Prosper Laugier, Dr.
Berenice; Asia, Alcazar, lent A. Williamson, Prospero, Merlin, Ambassa-
deur,

White Selfs: Mrs., H. Darwin, White Knight, Innocenza, La Nelge;
Florentina, Ingeborg, Empress.

White Plicatas: Fairy, Ma Mie, Mme., Chereau; Pocahontas, Camelot,
Parisiana.

White and Purple (Amoena): Rhein Nixe, Tristram, Victorine.

(Note that varieties such as Black Prince, Lady Foster and

Crusader which are not reliable in growth have been omitted.




ALPHABETICAL ARRANGEMENT

Afterglow
Albert Victor
Alcazar
Amas
Ambassadeur
Archeveque
Arnols
Aurea

Asia
Australis
Azure

Ballerine
Baronet

Bluet
Brionense

B. Y. Morrison

Camelot

Caprice
Caterina
Celeste

Chester J. Hunt
Cluny

Gordon Bleu
Corrida
Cretonne
Crimson King

Delicatissima
Dora Longdon
Dorothea

Dr., Bernice
Dream

Du Guesclin

Eldorado
Empress

Fairy
Flavescens
Florentina
Fontarabie
Fritjof
Fro

Gagus

Georgia
germanica
Golden Fleece

Harriet Peesby
Her Majesty
Hiawatha

Ingeborg
Innocenza
Iris King
Isoline
Jacquesiana
Juaniata

Kathryn Fryer
Kharput
Kochii

La Nelge

Lent A. Williamson
Lohengrin

Lord of June
Loreley

Ma Mie
Magnifica
Mandraliscae
Mary Garden
Mary Orth
Medrano

Merlin
Minnehaha
Miranda

Mme. Chereau
Mme. Chobaut
Monsignor
Mount Penn
Mrs. Alan Gray
Mrs. Fryer
Mrs. Horace Darwin

Nancy Orne
Navajo
Neglecta
Nibelungen
Nine Wells
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Ochracea
Opera
Oporto
Ossian

Parc de Neuilly
Parisiana
Pocahontas
Prince Victor
Princess Beatrice
Princess Royal
Princess Victoria
Louise
Prosper Laugler
Prospero

Quaker Lady
Queen Caterina
Queen of May

Raffet

Red Cloud

Rev, Wurtelle
Rhein Nixe
Rodney

Rose Unique or
Roseway

Seminole
Shekinah
Sherwin-Wright
Sindjkha

Sv., de Mme.,Gaudichau

Soledad
Steepway
Swatara

Sweet Lavender

Tamar
Tom Tit
Tristram
trojana

Victorine

White Knight
Wyomissing
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OFFICIAL BLACK LIST

By vote of the Directors, January 29, 1925, the following
varieties of Tall Bearded Irises are considered as unworthy of fur-
ther propagation. Members should refrain from assisting in their
dissemination whether by purchase, by sale, by exchange or by gift.

Plants of these varieties are on record at the New York Test
Garden. Upon the request of five members the judgment of a variety
may be reconsidered, and upon action of the directors, other varietiles

will be added to this 1list.

Abdul Aziz Beauregard Donna Maria
Abu-Hassan Beauty (TB) Edina
Ada Belgica Edward Simmons
Admiral Togo Berghi Esmerslda
Adonis Bigotini Esperance
A. F. Barron Bismark Eugene Bonvallet
Agnes Blanche Eugene Sue
Aika Blue Beard Exquisite
Albatross Boccage
Aletha Boismilon Fairy Queen
Alfred Fidler Britanicus Faustine
Alice Barr Bronze Age Favourite
Amabllis Bronze Beauty Florence Barr
Amie Brooklyn ‘Florence Wells
Annle Jane Burilensis
Antinous Buriensis Elizabeth Ganymede
Apollo Butterfly Garibaldi
Ardenta Gen. Grant
Argentea Calypso Gisele
Arlequin Malinais Candelabre Gladstone
Assuerus Celia Gloriette
Astarte cengialti purpurea Goldbound
Atrocaerulea Chalcedonica Goldweir
Atroviolacea Charles Darwin Goliah
Attraction Chateaufort (Duchess de)Gorgeous (TB)
Avenir Chelles Grand Bouquet
Aymard Chenodolle Grand Master
Chereau
Barbara Clarissa Hannibal
Baxter Cleopatre Harlequin
Beaconsfield Conqueror Harrison Weir
Beatrice Copperman Hermia
Crepuscule Herodotus
Cytheree Honorabile
Hugo

Humboldt




Idion
Ignace
Ignacite
Incognita
Iroquois

Jean Sisley
John Bull
John Frazer
Judith
Jungfrau
Justinian

Khedive
Kochosum

Lady Seymour
Lady Stanhope
Lady Stump
Laurentinus
Lavater

La Reve

Leda

Iemon

Leopold
Libaudi
Lilacina
Lizzie

ILole Fuller
Lord MaCauley
Lord Ross

Iord Salisbury
Louis Meyer
Louis van Houtte
Ioute

Lucy

Maggie

Magnet
Malvina
Marenco

Marie Corelli
Maritana
Marjolin
Marmora
Mephistopheles
Mexicana
Mikado

Minos

Mirage

Miriam

Miss Eardley

Mist

Mme., Guerville
Mme., Patti
Mme. Thibault
Modest Guerin
Monhassan
Mont d'Or
Morphee

Mozart

Mr. Shaw

Mrs. A. F, Barron
Mrs. Dugdale
Munico

Munite

Murat

Nemours

Orleans
Orpheus

Pacquita

Palissy

Pameron

Pancrace
Penelope
Perfecta

Pharaon

Phidias

Plicata Sappho
Plumeri

Poiteau

Pres., Thiers
Prince of Orange
Prince of Wales
Princess of Teck

Queen Victoria

Racemosa
Radiance
Rebecca
Rembrandt
Reticulata (TB)
Reticulata Alba
Robert Burns
Ruberissima

Samson
Sans Soucl
Sappho
Saturn
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Savignian
Sincerity
Sparta
Speciosa
St. Clair
Swerti
Sylphide
Sylvester
Sympathy

Tecumseh
Tendresse
Theresita
Thora

Tom Cook
Topaz
Tregastel
Tunisie

Ulysses
Unique

Van Geerti
Venusta
Vesuve
Victory
Yirgile
Virginie
Vondel

Wagner
Walneri
Walneriana
Walter Reuthe
Walter Scott
Willie Barr
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In Bulletin No. 14, there is a 1list of 1924 introductions and
registrations set in various kinds of type. Those in bold capitals
have not only been registered by the Society but have been certified
by three competent judges as worthy of introduction. Apparently this
cer%ification was done by judges who inspected the plants at the New
York Botanical Garden but that is not quite clear, neither does this
scheme seem to have been followed in future years,

In the list of the 1925 introductions and registrations for the
first time Mr. Sturtevant attempts to add, in addition to the name and
introducer, some description such as type Caterina, type Germanica,
type Crusander, etc.

R. W. Wallace of England writes of some of his own seedlings and
of his ideals as to form, carriage, etc., as follows:

"Shape of flower and poise of stem are the principal factors in
making a fine plant. There is a word in golfing language known as stance.
I think we might use the expression, the Stance of the Iris, meaning
how it stands in relation to its surroundings, foliage, etc. However
fine a flower in color, if it is closely held to the stem, or the
stem is dwarfed and dumpy it is not a plant of distinction, whereas
a finely shapped flower, well held, counts for more. Again, substance
is naturally involved. A fine flower with floppy standards is of no
real service. The shape of the flower and the way 1t is held are the
two first considerations.”

In the September, 1902, Journal of The Royal Horticultural Society
an article by A. D. Hall on The English or Florist's Tulip, contains
the following passade: "The excellences the florist admires, the standards
" he demands, represent a tradition, not an externalarbitezzry dogma,
but the accumulated experience of many generations of what will best

bring the innate qualities of the flower to their highest
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f\
perfection. It is easy to railse a cheap clamour against formality and

to obtain the approbation of the unthinking public by decrying anything
that looks 1like line and rule in connection with flowers; but taste grows
in flowers just as in the greater art of painting. First comes the
appreciation of a mass of color, the trumpet call of so many square yards
of red or blue thrown violently at the spectator; the next $tage sees
the revulsion from the old crudity in the admiration of the flowing curve,
the indeterminate outline, the melting half shades, all that is pictures-
que and quaint and artistic; only at a later stage does one waken to the
sense of pure form, the severer beauty that comes of proportion, and the
restraint of the grand style . . . .
"From the modern iris to the Florist Tullp is a far cry. The first

_1s still in its infancy as compared with the latter. Even now there are
appearing the first movements which may eventually divide the camps of
devotees so that there will be the masses and the small band of votaries
who require more than garden effect. I do not care to go on record as
being scornful of garden effects, far from it; but I do earnestly desire
that we should not try vainly for some middle ground which cannot exist.
That it will be possible in time to produce a race of garden flowers
which will please the garden lover and still have most of the finer quali-
ties, I have no doubt, but I also believe that there will be a smaller
more delectable group with more or less subdivisions, in which some of us
will find peculiar pleasure."

Raising iris seedlings seems to be a world wide pastime. W, J. Scovil

from Victoria College, Alexandria, Egypt, writes:

a "Unfortunately the labor available 1s of the poorest quality. One
can made something of a man who will work and is anxious to learn but

the average Arab gardener combines ignorance with idleness.'
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Bulletin No. 25, October, 1927, has a long article on Early Dwarf
Bearded Irises by R. S. Sturtevant, followed by notes by W. J. Ames and
A. H. Wright all on this same general subject, the latter particularly
deéling with the constant deplication of names. In fact he gives charts
showing that many names are used for varieties of Dwarf Bearded Iris,
again for Tall Bearded Iris, again for Japanese Iris and again for Bulbous
Iris. A few of the worst offenders in these names are Nimrod, Othello,
Azurea, Butterfly, Enterprize, Hebe, Hercules, etc. This compilation of
duplicate names takes up twelve printed pages and in 1t is ample Jjusti-
fication of the need of codes of nomenclature material, name registration
and check lists.
In Bulletin No. 27, April, 1928, Mr. J. Marion Shull presents in
__chart form the blooming period of a long list of Irises from the earliest
Florentina on May 9th, to the last flowers of Virginia Moore and Maori
Princess which continued in bloom until the 15th of June, Relative length
of bloom is shown on the chart which should be of special value for this
reason. There 1is also an article by S. B. Mitchell in reference to varie-
ties which he had the privilege of seeing during his year in the East.
Among those speclally mentioned are some of the Dwarf Bearded varieties
of Sam Burchfield in Ann Arbor, of many varieties seen at the Columbus
Show, at Van Wert, at Fort Wayne and Bluffton. He mentions that arriving
in Bluffton at 5 A.M. he found Mr. Williamson already in his garden which
is not a surprise to people who knew Mr, Williamson. He was particularly
struck there with Dolly Madison as the finest of the Williamson seedlings
and with Mr. Hall's seedling Elsinore. In Mr. Mead's garden King Midas
~—1is particularly noted, as well as many Sass seedlings. Many varieties

also are noted at Miss Sturtevant's garden at Wellesley Farms, Mass.,
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particularly Rialgar armd Camelliard. Going north to Montreal, Mr.
Mitchell saw the Irises of R. Jackson Hopper and F. Cleveland Morgan,
noting particularly Mount Royal and Caesar., Of European varieties Mr.
Mitchell seemed to be particularly struck with Mr., Bliss's variety, Grace
Sturtevant, as the finest of its type and with Germaine Perthuis and
Sv. de loetitia Michaud.

In 1927 there were notes from Miss Joyce in Kenya Colony in East
Africa, telling of the vigor of Irises there, and from Josepeh Aertz in
Belgium who has one of the largest collections in that country, and who
is a constant visitor to the famous botanical gardens in Liege, Antwerp
and Brussels,

The questionnaire sent out to our members in 1927 has already been

—quoted in part but the following questions are placed here:
Question 5. How many varieties do you grow? 223 replies.

Three members reported growing less than 25; 77 members reported
growong from 25 to 100; 110 members reported growing from 100 to 300; 33
members reported growing over 300.

Question 6. How many of these are modern (since 1900), and how many of
these are novelties (since 1920)?

About 80% of the varieties grown were modern varieties originated
between 1900 and 1920; about 5% are novelties originated since 1920, Prac-
tically all the old varieties originated before 1900 have been dropped
from cultivation, but a few like Princess Beatrice, Mme. Chereau, Falry,
Flavescens, Florentina, etc., are still being grown by many people.
Question 8. What are your dozen or twenty-five favorites (a) among old

varieties; (b) among modern varieties; (c) among novelties?
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162 members replied: 148 voted on 65 varieties under (a); 162
persons voted on 188 varieties under (b) and 130 persons voted on 215

varieties under (c).

It can be seen that this is a much larger report than the Socilety

has ever receilved before.

"A" OLD VARIETIES (Before 1900)

Pallida Dalmatica 76 Albert Victor 15 toojana 6
Princess Beatrice 62 Arnols 12 Darius 6
Florentina 61 Her Majesty 12 Odoratissima5
Mme. Chereau Lg Violacea Grandiflora 12 Princess Victoria
Kochi L7 Crimson King 11 Iouise §
Queen of May L5 Dr., Bernice 11 Victorine 5
Jacquesiana 38 Innocenza 11 Mrs. Neubronner
Aurea 32 Mrs .H.Darwin 8
Flavescens 28 Kharput 7 Maori King 4
Perfection 21 Purple King 7 Othello L
Amas 17 albicans 6 Thorbeck 3
Celeste 16 germanica 6 Cordelia 3
Mary Minanelle
3
"B" MODERN VARIETIES (1900 to 1920 Inclusive)
Ambassadeur 111 Crudader 33 Prosper Laugier
Sv. Mme. Gaudichau 83 Mme. Durand 29 Dominion
Asia 76 Mlle. Schwartz 29 White Knight
Isoline 76 B. Y. Morrison 28 La Neige
Ballerine T2 Archeveque 27 Eldorado
Ient A.Williamson 70O Iris King 27 Kashmir White
Queen Caterina 68 Afterglow 26 Ma Mie
Alcazar 60 Lohengrin 25 Monsignor
Shekinah L6 Ochracea 25 Sherwin Wright
Mother of Pearl 2 15) Edouard Michel 24 Mme. Cheri
Quaker Lady Lo Leverrier 23 Dalila
Seminole Lo ILady Foster 20 Mme. Chobaut
Dream 39 Prospero 20 Aurora
Lord of June 39 Anna Farr 19 Corrida
Rhein Nixe 39 Medrano 17 Georgla
Opera 37 Sweet Lavender 17 Nancy Orne
Magnifica 36 Ann Page 16 Zwanenberg
Fairy 34 Juniata 16




Bluet
Flammenschwert
Her Majesty
Parc de Neuillly
Zua

Caprice
Loreley
Miranda
Neptune

White Queen
Avalon

Black Prince
Camelot

Cluny

E. H. Jenkins
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Morning Splendor 39

Aphrodite 30
Cardinal 27
Mildred Presby 27
Susan Bliss 27
Bruno 23
Tenebrae 23
Santa Barbara 21
Pioneer 18

Germaine Pertuis 16
Souv, de lIoetitia
Michaud 15

Mary Gibson 12
San Gabriel 12
Conquistador 10

Gold Imperial 10
Robt, Wallace 10
Wm. Mohr 10
Cecile Minturn
Steepway

Majestic

Amber

Swazi

Citronella

George J., Tribolet
True Charm
Imperator
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"¢" NOVELTIES

Fro

Mt. Penn
Oriflamme
Valery Mayet
Chester J. Hunt
Col. Candelot
Mrs. A. Gray
Parisiana
Phyllis Bliss
Ambigu

Athene

Blue Jay
Brandywine
Mary Orth
Nine Wells

Jubillee
Arlington
Valencila
Chasseur

Freda Mohr

Geo. Yeld
Lenocato
Micheline Charraire
Moa

Taj Mahal

Wild Rose
Autumn King
Julia Marlowe
Prospero

San Francisco
Titan
Wedgewood
Virginia Moore
Yolande

Allies

Beau Ideal
Caroline E. Stringer
Damozel

Duke of Bedford
Duke of York
Gaviota

MISCELLANEOUS VOTES

Dwarf Bearded Spuria

Bluebeard 1 Lord Wolsey
Cyanea 1 Monnieri
Florida 1 Monspur
Statellae 3 Ochroleuca alba

sSpuria
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(1921 or later)
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Rheingauperle
Rheintraube
Rose Unique
Wyomissing
Anne leslie
Cecile Minturn
Dejazet

Dimity

Lady Byng
Mady Carriere
Pauline
Perfection
Roseway
Sindjkha
Yvonne Pelletier

Jean Chevreau
King Karl

Lona

Mary Barnett
Mme. Ceclil Bouscant
Purissima
Sequoila

Simone Wasslerie
Tropic Seas
Argynnis

Chalice
Coppersmith
Glowing Embers
Grace Sturtevant
Harmony

Iouls Bel

Mauna lLoa
Midwest

Mme, Cayeux

Mrs. Marion Cran
Ophelia

Peau Rouge
Prinrose

Romola

Rose Madder
Yellow Moon

hoogiana
japonilca
pseudacorus
susiama
versicolor
watti
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Siberian Beardless Crested Iris

Emperor 2 Dorothy K. Williamson 3 cristata 1l
Lactea 1 foliosa 1 gracilipes 1
Perry's Blue 3 forresti 1 tectorum 2
Skylard 1 fulva 1 tectorum album 2

Question 9. What in your opinion are the outstanding new things of the
past five years or so?

89 persons answered this question, mentioning 172 varieties.

Morning Splendor 29 Swazi 6 Peerless L
Souv, de lLoetitia Tenebrae 6 Robt. W. Wallace L

Michaud 18 Freda Mohr 5 San Gavriel L
Wm. Mohr 18 Grace Sturtevant 5 Sir Michael L
Aphrodite 17 Majestic 5 Susan Bliss L
Germaine Perthuls 13 Mme. Cecile Bouscant 5 Aliquippa 3
Cardinal 11 Moa 5 Candlelight 3
Mary Gibson 10 Purissima 5 Conquistador 3
Pioneer 10 Amber L Geo. Yeld 3
Bruno 9 Argynnis L Louis Bel 3
Michelin Charriere 9 Arlington L Mary Barnett 3
Santa Barbara 9 Autumn King L Mrs. Valerie West 3
Asia 8 Gold Imperial L Prairie Gold 3
Moonlight 7 Jubilee L Romola 3
Mildred Presby 7 Leonats L San Francilsco 3
Geo. J. Tribolet 6 Mother of Pearl L Yolande 3

Bulletin No. 26, contains a letter from Dr. E. N. S. Ringueberg, of
Lockport, N. Y., reading in part as follows:

"Taking Stager's published in 1922 of 50; Dykes', 1924, of 50;
Wister's October, 1924, of 100; the official White List of the American
Iris Society, January 19, 1925, of 120; Sand's, June, 1925, of 35;
McKinney's, 1927, of 73; Wister's, 1927, of 100; and the recommended
list of the Commercial Peony and Iris Growers' Association, January,
1927, of 48, and arranging the varleties in the order of frequency of
occurrence and not including any names that appeared in less than half

of the eight lists, the following result of 51 varieties was obtained:




2u7

8. Alcazar Opera L4, Archeveque
Osolene Princess Beatrice Baronet
Fairy Parc de Neuilly Celeste

Prosper Laugier Corrida

7.. B. Y. Morrison Queen Caterina Delicatissima
Caprice Queen of May Dream
Eldorado Seminole Flavescens
Her Majesty Shekinah Fro
L. A, Williamson Innocenza
Rhein Nixe 5.Aurea Jeanne d'Arc

Iris King La Neige

6. Afterglow Lohengrin Monsignor
Ambassadeur Ma Mie Mount Penn
Ballerine Magnifica Prospero
Jacquesiana Mandraliscae Sv, de Mme. Gaudichau
Lord of June Miranda Tom Tit
Loreley Mrs., Alan Gray
Medrano Quaker Lady
Mrs. H. Darwin White Knight

This I think is a fairly representative list of the best of the

older varieties, as 1t is to be noted that none appear that have been

intpoduced subsequent to 1920.

It might be considered as a symposium

having been made by the best Jjudges obtainable.

Bulletin No. 38, contains notes from J, W. Trengrove in Australia,
saying that Irises do not mind their cold frosty winters or the too
torrid summer months without rain. He states, however, that few people
grow them and of the 107 varieties rated 85 or over in 1927 only nine
(Alcazar, Ambassadeur, Asia, Ballerine, Dalmatica, L. A. Williamson,
Lord Lambourne, Magnifica, Queen Caterina) are procurable. In Adelaide,
South Australia, one firm has 31 varlieties and in Melbourne it is believed
there are 500 varieties listed, although they are older kinds.

A note from Mrs. R. N. Day in New Orleans mentions the fact that the
native Iris and Siberians and Germanicas are the best to grow there and
gives the number of native species to be about sixteen which 1s evidently
not taking into account the many new kinds discovered by Dr. Small.

H. Harold Hume of the Glen St. Mary Nurseries in Florida, states that most
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attempts at growing Iris there have been unsatisfactory and he thinks
that the native species must be used.

, In July, 1931, there is mention of new varieties, including
Wambliska, Candlelight, Ereblan, Chromylla, Easter Morn and Polar King,
and in October, 1931, there appears further discussion of new varieties,
by Jacob Sass, covering many of the nww varieties of Dr. Kirkland,

Dr. Ayres and the Sass Brothers, as well as some of the new French
varieties as shown in Freeport,

In April, 1933, Sherman Duffy compiles a list of the 50-100 most
popular varieties., Seventy-one accredited judges sent in nominations of
5-35 varieties for this 1list.

An analysis of the vote is herewith presented:

Colors Per Cent Balanced

Named Total 10 & up 5 to 10 1l to 5 List
Whit83000000000000082 15 20 5 57 8
BlUES tveeeasosesoal2? 23 22 11 89 12
Reds 0000000000000113 21 21 15 77 11
Blends .cceeceeee.ll37 26 28 18 91 14
YEellOWS veeeeseess S1 15 16 11 54 8
TOtA1S teeeeeseessdld 100 107 60 368 53

In selecting the first fifty, the tabulator has repeated in essence

the ancient Iris bull, "Divvil a wan but two,'" for the 50 most popular
Iris number 53. However, Princess Beatrice and Mary Barnett, Sensation
and Santa Barbara, are wuite similar in coloring, so that by making a
choice between each pair, and choosing between Pluie d'Or and Coronation

which are so similar, the list is reduced to 50.
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American breeders are far in the lead in lists, M. Cayeux is the
individual leader in the 10 and up class with 12, Hans Sass being second
with 11. Miss Sturtevant with a total of 19 in the 5 and upward, (9
being Class 1), leads all breeders. Hans Sass 1s second with 16, and
Cayeux third with 14 in the 1list of 167 recommended by 5 or more Jjudges.

Following is an analysis of the breeding records, in the 5 and up
classes:

American: Whites 19; Blues 19; Reds 22; Blends 33; and Yellows 18;
total 111.

Other: Whites 6; Blues 14; Reds 14; Blends 13; and Yellows 9;
total 56.

Among the breeders those with 5 or more varieties in the 10 and
up class are H. P. Sass, Cayeux, Mohr-Mitchell, Bliss, Sturtevant,
Williamson, Ayres, Millet, and Dykes; in the 5-10 and up classes,
Sturtevant, H. P. Sass, Cayeux, Williamson, Bliss, Mohr-Mitchell, Ayres,
Millet, Dykes, J. Sass, Connell and Kirkland. Morrison, Loomis, Shull,
Vilmorin, Hall, Denis, Farr, Yeld, Essig, Foster and Andrews are
credited with 2 to 4 varieties inclusive.

The most difficult feature of compiling these lists has been the
confusion concerning color. The dividing line between a blue lavender
and a pink lavender, a blue purple and a red purple, a red or a red
blend, a pink and a pikk blend, 1is difficult to draw. King Tut, for
instance, was found in the red, blend, and variegata lists. A few

others were likewise trebly distributed.
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WHITES, INCLUDING PLICATA AND AMOENAS

Name Breeder

Los Angeles gMohr-Mit. 1927g 5 30
San Francisco(Mohr-Mit,., 1927) 6 29
Mildred Presby (Farr 1923) 7 26
Purissima (Mohr-Mit. 1927) 8 25

BLUE LAVENDER TO BLUE PURPLE
Sv. de Mme. Gaudichau (Mit.1924)15 28

Sv. de lLoetitia Michaud 16 27
(Mi1. 1923) 17 2
Sir Michael (Yeld) 18 2
Princess Beatrice (Barr 1885) 19 23
20 21

Ballerine éVilm. 1920)
Baldwin Sass, H.P. 1927)

PINK LAVENDER TO RED PURPLE
Frieda Mohr (Mohr-Mit.1926) 27 22

Dauntless (Con. 1929 28 20
Cardinal (Bliss 1919) 29 18
Morning Splendor (Shull 1923) 30 16
Indian Chief (Ayres 1927) 31 15
Pink Satin (Sass, J. 1930)

BLENDS
Dolly Madison (Wmsn. 1927) 36 32
Midgard éSaSS, H.P. 1930 37 30
Rameses (Sass, #&.P. 1929 38 29

Mrs. Valerie West (Bliss 1925) 39 26

Cameliard (Sturt. 1927) 44 18
Grace Sturtevant (Bliss 1926) 45 17
Ambassadeur EVilm. 1920)

Mary Geddes (Stahl.-Wash, 1930)

No. Votes

Name Breeder
Wambliska éSass, J. 1930)
True Charm (Stur. 1920)
Dorothy Dietz (W,sm.1929)
Shasta (Mohr-Mit. 1927)

Sensation (Cay.1925)

Santa Barbara (Mohr-Mitl?25)
Blue Velvet (Loomis 1929
Germaine Pertuis (Mil.1924)
Mary Barnett (Cumb.1926)
Queen Caterina (Sturt.1918)

Susan Bliss (Bliss 1920)
Rheingauperle (G.&K.1924;
Red Dominion (Ayres 1931
William Mohr (Mohr-Mit.1925)
Cinnabar (Wmsn, 1928)

Depute Nomblot (Cay. 1929)
Clara Noyes (Sass,H.P. 1931)
King Tut (Sass, H.P. 1926)
Asia (Yeld 1916)

Anne Marie Cayeux (Cay.1928)
Zaharoon (Dykes, Mrs. 1927)

YELLOW INCLUDING BICOLORS

Pluie'd Or 2Cay. 1928) 50 21
Coronation (Moore 1927) 51 17
Desert Gold (Kirk. 1929) 52 16
W. R. Dykes (Dykes 1926) 53 14

Chromylla (loomis 1931)
Helios (Cay. 1929)

Gold Imperial (Sturt. 1924;
King Juba (Sass, H.P. 1930
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13
14
15
16
17

23
24
25
26
a7

33
34
35
36
37
38
39

b7
48
49
50
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SECOND LIST OF MOST POPULAR IRIS

WHITES
14 True Delight (Sturt.1924)

19 Snow White (Sturt. 1926) 7
19 Micheline Charraire (Den&) 8 13 Vanus de Milo (Ayres 1931)
192

16 Selene (Con. 1928) 9 12 Rhein Nixe (G&K 1910)

15 Easter Morn (Essig 1931) 10 10 Damozel (Mor. 1922)

15 Polar King (Donahue 1930; 11 10 Moonlight (Dykes 1923;

15 Yves lLassailly (Cay.1928) 12 10 Ambrosia (Sturt. 1930
BLUE LAVENDER AND BLUE PURPLE

18 Black Wings (Kirk. 1931) 18 12 Corrida (Mil. 1914)

15 Meloric (Ayres 1930) 19 12 Ann Page (Hort. 1919)

15 Wedgwood (Dykes 1923) 20 12 San Diego éMohr-Mit. 1929§
14 Geo J. Tribolet (Wmsn. 1926)21 10 Blue Hill (Sass, H.P.1930
12 Swazi (Bliss 1922) 22 10 El Capitan (Mohr-Mit. 1926)

PINK LAVENDER TO RED PURPLE
14 Seminole (Farr 1920) 28 11 Dream (Sturt. 19183
14 Num Roumestan (Cay.1928) 29 10 Romola (Bliss 1924
14 Rose Dominion (Con. 1930)30 10 Labor (Cay. 1926)
13 Jaycette (Sass. J. 1931) 31 10 Aphrodite (Dykes 1922)
12 Marquisette (Cay. 1926) 32 10 Morning Glory (Kirk. 1929)
BLENDS
17 Bruno (Bliss 1922) 40 13 Ophelia (Cay. 1925)
17 King Midas (Mead 1928) L4 13 Evolution (Cay. 1929)
16 Vesper Gold (Wmsn. 1926) 42 11 Tuscany Gold (Wmsn. 1929)
16 Opaline (Wmsn. 1930) 43 11 Elsinore (Hall 1925)
15 El1 Tovar (Sass, H. P. 1929)44 11 Mme. Durzand (Den. 1912)
15 Candlelight (And. 1926) 45 11 Persia (Ayres 1927)
15 Euphony (Sass, H.P. 1929) 46 11 Coppersmith (Shull 1926)
YELLOWS INCLUDING BICOLORS
22 Nebraska (Sass, H.P. 1928)51 11 Henri Riviere (Mil. 1927)
13 Flammenschwert (G.&K. 1920)52 10 Citronella (Bliss 1922)
12 Primrose (Sturt. 1925) 53 10 Claude Aureau (Cay. 1928)
12 Beau Sabreur (Wsmn. 1929) 54 10 Prairie Gold (Sass,H.P. 1926)






