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Report No. 13 

Awards 

One of the first official actions of The American Iris Society in 

the winter of 1920 was to establish the award of Honorable Mention for 

Iris Seedlings. It is my recollection that this was restricted to 

unintroduced seedlings and that three judges were required, but I am 

unable to quote the exact regulations. 

The first Honorable Mention was given to Virginia Moore (Shull), 

in Mr. Shull 1s garden in Chevy Chase, Maryland, about May 20th, by a 

committee consisting of Miss Grace Sturtevant, Mr. B. Y. Morrison and 

Mr. John c. Wister. At the Philadelphia Show on June 1st, the judges, 
' 

Willims A. Peterson, R. T. Jackson and R. s. Sturtevant, gave Honorable 

Mentions to three seedlings shown under number. Of these, two were 

later named; they were Seminole (Farr) and Steepway (Scott). The third 

(Scott #2.) was discarded by the raiser as not worthy of introduction. 

A week or so later an Honorable Mention was given at the St. Paul Show 

to Magnificent (Fryer). The record for the ensuing years is not so 

conservative, the Honorable Mentions are more numerous and many of the 

varieties receiving them do not seem to have been introduced. The com­

plete record for the early years is as follows: (The year of introduction 

is given after the name of the originator and where no date is given 

the variety apparently was never introduced.) 



HONORABLE MENTION 

1920 - Virginia Moore 

Seminole 

Steepway 

Magnificent 

{Shull 1920) 

{Farr 1920) 

{Scott 1922) 

{Fryer 1923) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
#2 

1921 - Carolyn D. 

Mrs. Paul B. Riis 

{Scott-) 

{Riis 1921) 

{Riis 1921) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Eleanor Temple, Gwendolyn, Mrs. H. A. Brooks, 

#1, 3, 6, 7 {all from Mrs. Temple Bodley) 

1922 - Harriet Presby { Presby 1922) 

Morning Splendor {Shull 1923) 

Gold Imperial {Sturtevant 1924) 

Jennett Dean {Sturtevant 1919) 

Yellow Moon {Stur~evant 1923) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
#1, 4, 32, 40 {Brethour - ) 

1923 - La Rochelle {Bissell - ) 

1924 - Arlington (Simpson 1924) 

Loudoun (Fendall 1924) 

L'Aiglon (Shull 1926) 

Sequoiah (Shull 1926) 

Tropic Seas {Shull 1924) 
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In 1924, a new Policy of Awards was initiated: 

"With the great interest in the raising of irises from seed and the 

introduction of many new originations it becomes increasingly important 

that the Society should be in a position to recommend the really good 

novelties as promptly as possible. Until a seedling has not only been 

named but also offered for sale at a stated price in a dated price list, 

or catalog, it is not introduced. Mere registration of name precludes 

confusion in nomenclature, but it in no way prevents the introduction of 

a similar variety. 

"The Award of Honorable Mention is to be restricted to unintroduced 

seedlings exhibited at shows held under the auspices of the Society and 

judged on their point value. A rating of over 80 is required. 

"A new award. Recommendation for Certification, is to be initiated. 

It is for judging seedlings in the garden. It is to be signed by three 

judges and the description of the variety placed on file. If, upon 

introduction, a variety thus recommended is still considered outstanding 

it receives a certified number. A Certified Number is to be given all 

unrated novelties considered clearly distinct and worthy of further trial. 

Official descriptions will be published immediately, thus giving addition­

al publicity to worthy varieties. (I can find no record that any attempt 

was ever made to give this new award.) 

"Two years after introduction a variety becomes eligible for compe­

tition for the Silver Medal, or an Award of Merit. Varieties of 1923 

and 1924 introductions will be judged in 1926 at the New York Test Garden. 

A Silver Medal offered by the Garden Club of America will be given the 

,,----.. finest variety of 1923 introduction, and an A. I. S. Silver Medal given 

------·--· 
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the finest 1924 introduction. The first Medals under this plan were 

awarded in 1926. Five Awards of Merit may also be distributed each 

year. Other~worthy varieties may receive certified numbers. (Such 
' 

numbers were never awarded.) 

"Originators are strongly urged to enter varieties for competition 

immediately upon introduction. Send plants care of Head Gardener, New 

York Botanical Garden, Bronx Park, New York City. Foreign growers may 

import under permit of the New York Botanical Garden. (No foreign 

growers ever did this.) The varieties will be pl.anted under number and, 

if desired, all increase will be returned to the donor after the variety 

has been Judged. The rating of varieties the fifth year after intro­

duction will be continued as before." 

The following score card was announced: 

"The growing plant, in flower, and its value to the garden picture 

is the point to be judged, but it must be remembered that each variety 

should be compared with others of similar color or habit and credit 

given only for superior development. Partial credit only is often 

advisable. 

"Plant - 20% 
Growth exceedingly strong and vigorous 10% 
Effect in garden: free-flowering, floriferous 10% 

"Stalk - 20% 
Poise: the flowers pleasantly proportioned in size and 

shape to height and branching habit 10% 
Height: 3 feet or over in the taller groups: 27 inches 

in the early intermediates, variegatas or amoenas 10% 

"Flower - 35% 
Color, clear; venation or reticulation, if noticeable, 

clearly defined 15% 
Form: if distinctive and pleasing, e.g. Iris King, 

~ Dalmatica 10% 
Size: e.g. Monsignor, Dorothea, Juniata, Loreley in their 

class. 10% 
Substance: firm and resistant to weather conditions 10% 



"outstanding Qualities - Unless a variety is both clearly 
distinctive and pleasing it should not receive 
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further credit. 15% 
General all round excellence, the full 15% 
Fragrance, 5% 
Foliage; good throughout the season 10% 
Value for exhibition as a cut flower 5% 

100%" 

These announcements are explained further in the January, 1925, 

Bulletin: 

11During the past year we have formulated a distinct policy of select­

ing varieties of irises for recommendation and award. 

"Varieties are divided into three classes: l, Seedlings; 2, Novel­

ties, and 3, Standard Varieties. 

"SEEDLINGS. Varieties that have never been offered for sale under 

a distinctive name or number. Upon selection for future introduction a 

seedling should be named and registered. 

"Registration signifies that the name has been accepted, but it 

carries no recommendation of the variety. 

"certified Registration ls a recommendation that the variety has 

been pronounced worthy of introduction by three competent judges. This 

mark of merit was initiated in May, 1924. (There is no record of any 

Certified Registration.) 

"Honorable Mention may be awarded any seedling exhibited and judged 

under the rules of the Society. 

"NOVELTIES. Varieties introduced within four years (to be rated 

by a Symposium jury the fifth year after introduction). The second year 
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I"" after introduction varieties grown and judged in an Official Test Garden 

may compete for the following awards: 

"One Silver Medal to be awarded each year to the finest introduction 

of the second preceding year. In 1926, a medal offered by the Garden 

Club of America to the finest of the 1923 introductions. A. I. S. medals 

to varieties introduced in 1924 and succeeding years. 

"Five Awards of Merit available each year to be awarded in the same 

manner. 

"Other varieties on.test may be certified at the discretion of the 

judges. (There is no record that this was ever done.) 

"Official White List. This list is composed of both standard var­

ieties and novelties that have proved generally reliable under normal 

cultural conditions and that are considered worthy of general planting 

as representative of the entire range of iris color. At present, this 

list includes only Tall Bearded varieties. 

"STANDARD VARIETIES. A variety which was introduced five years or 

more, and is sufficiently disseminated to receive a Symposium rating by 

five or more jurors. 

"Official Black List. Varieties of markedly inferior quality not 

worthy of further propagation and dissemination. 

"Varieties omitted from both the White and the Black Lists are of 

varied quality. 1. There are some of gighest quality which lack vigor. 

2. There is a host of 1 just as good' varieties omitted from the White 

List because they are uncommon, expensive or for some similar arbitrary 

reason. 3. There are almost as many 'almost as good' varieties which 

,,,---.. will shortly be superseded by meritorious novelties. 4. There are 

--~ - ~---- -- ---- ---- - -- -------
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~ 

standard varieties practically unknown and obsolete, or both novelties 

and standard varieties which have not been sufficiently tested to be 

safely included in the Black List. 

"RECOMMENDATIONSo 

11 The .American Iris Society is exerting every effort to regulate 

the introduction and dispersal of iris varieties in order to develop a 

firm basis upon which to build an increased appreciation of irises. The 

originator and introducer should refrain from the introduction of untested 

and onofficially judged varieties. The specialist, whether commercial 

or amateur, should not only be guided by the official recommendations, 

but should share in their formation by full and careful report of his 

experience. The beginner whether just a gardener or a general nursery­

man, should select for purchase, or sale, from the White List, or at 

lease from among the highly rated varieties in the Symposium." 

Mr. Sturtevant states that the Society can recommend all it wishes 

but its force depends upon the action of individual members as well as 

the justice of the recommendations of the Society. He hopes to bring 

about the exclusion from every catalog of unworthy varieties. The sale 

of a new variety depends not only on direct but on indirect advertising. 

We may buy because we have faith in the individual or wish to test his 

judgment for future reference; as every mention of a variety is indirect 

publicity the Society must be very conservative if it is to develop and 

maintain prestige. On the other hand, officially as a means of commen­

dation it must express the views of its members. Registration of names, 

official descriptions and Symposiums are all mentioned as valuable pub-

licity. Our Society fortunately has made few awards. It should continue 

to be conservative, making every effort to develop competent judges. 

~-----~ ~--~-~ ----~-- - -----~------ -----------------~ -------~-
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The new system at the New York Botanical Garden was looked forward 

to with great hope. It was devised by a Committee consisting of 

Professor Mitchell, Professor Saunders, Miss Sturtevant, Mr. Sturtevant 

and Mr. Wister. Already some eighty-three varieties of 1923 and 1924 

weee in the New York Botanical Garden collection for 1926 judgment. 

The giving of silver medals and awards of merit at the New York 

Test Garden continued from 1926 through 1930. It was then so strongly 

criticized that it was given up and a new system devised. The changes 

made were later also severely criticized and only served to emphasize 

that any other system has serious faults which the test garden scheme 

eliminates as judges vote on exactly what they see without knowing whose 

Irises they are voting on, the plants being under number and not under 

.•--- name. 

,-

In April, 1925, Robert Wayman offered a prize of one hundred 

dollars for a Tall Bearded Iris rating over 9.0. Competing varieties 

were to be grown under number in the New York Botanical Garden and judged 

in two consecutive years by three judges selected by the officers. No 

variety is eligible if introduced before the final judging in 1929. The 

term "best" shall be understood to indlude not only the usual qualities 

of vigor, freedom of bloom, etc., but also an exceptional outstanding 

quality and distinctiveness such as the clear yellow Ambassadeur, a 

variegata Alcazar or an amoena of Queen Caterina quality. No mere improve­

ments in height, size and color will be considered. This award was 

offered for a number of years but no competitors ever appeared. Some 

people believe that the conditions were so difficult that it could nvver 

be awarded. 

--~ - -----------
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~ The remarks of the editor concerning the advertisement value of 

the registration of new Irises, brought forth a request from Frank 

Campbell, of Detroit, that there should be censorship of what is published in 

the Bulletins so that varieties not officially approved would not be 

mentioned at all in its columns. This suggestion has come up from time 

to time in the history of the Society but has never made any real head-

way. The officers of the Society have always frowned on any censorship. 

The editor mentions in the December, 1925, Membership List that while 

we can omit comment from the Bulletin we cannot control comment in 

catalogs or otherwise and that therefore to attempt to leave out certain 

varieties from discussion would do much more harm than good. Moreover, 

we have had difficulty in registration. In 1925 over fifty percent of 

the introductions were not registered. Probably over five hundred var­

ieties were registered or introduced in 1923, 1924 and 1925, and not 

over one hundred of these were sent to the Test Garden. Mr. Sturtevant 

questions a proposal which requires every introduction to be grown, 

tried and described in an official trial garden before it can be dis-

cussed in public. Even assuming that there should be enough trial 

gardens and that many seedlings should be sent there and competent judges 

found, the Society would hardly be influential enough to prevent dis­

tribution of unworthly new introductions. Both the Symposium and the 

Black List have created opponents. Many persona are unwilling to use 

our ratings and criticize our awards. What would be the fate of the 

judges if they "venture to tell the truth about the many poor varieties 

as well as to select a very few for marked distinction? It is only 

right and proper for us to have our own standards ••• but as a Society 

we cannot afford to bring disruption by high-handed methods." It was 
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generally agreed that the number of new names added to Iris lists was 

beyond all reason and that by no possible stretch of the imagination could 

it pe conceived that all of these or even a substantial majority were 

diffenent from or improved upon others that preceded them although 

"One or the other of these two conditions, broadly interpreted, alone 

warrants the introduction of any new variety. 11 

Mr. Shull writes that not all are sinners in the matter of unwar­

ranted introductions. A breeder whose work has been crowned with 

something he knows to be distinctive and of which he has but a single 

plant certainly would not send such plant to a test garden until the 

variety had been carefully established by propagation. In the meantime, 

if the producer's garden was accessible, many members would have seen 

,,.....___ it. Should they be forbidden to mention the variety in a Society 

Bulletin and would this course be a gain or loss to the Society? If 

deserving, it certainly would be mentioned elsewhere and that would 

only lower the prestige and value of our publications. "If the flood 

of unwarranted introductions is to be stemmed, it will have to be by 

some means other than arbitrarial refusal of official mention. 11 Those 

whose output has established for them consistent reputation for high 

wuality will reap corresponding reward while the others will suffer a 

severe handicap." 

Honorable Mentions given under the new policy in 1925 were as 

follows: 

Cacique 

1 B, and 9 

229 

( Berry 1924) 

(Wareham -

(Ayres -

) not named. 

) 11 11 

In 1926 the Silver Medal offered by The Garden Club of America for 

the finest variety of 1923 introductions as judged at the New York 

Trial Garden was awarded to Morning Splendor (Shull) by the directors 

-----~--- - --~ 



.289 

acting upon the recommendation of the Special Judging Committee. 

In 1924 we established a special planting for varieties of 

1923-24 introduction. Ninety-nine plants were sent for trial, of 

which only twelve were of 1923 introduction, twenty-two of 1924 

intorduction and the balance at that time unintroduced. Of twenty­

five members who were requested to act as judges, the following 

were represented in the tabulation: Mrs. Wheeler H. Peckham, 

Mrs. Frances E. Cleveland, Mrs. J. Edgar Hires, Messrs. F. Cleveland• 

Morgan, A. Howe, A. J. Pauls, J. Marion Shull, R. S. Sturtevant, 

John c. Wister, G. Derby White, J.C. Nicholls, E.W. Sheets and 

L. G. Schmidt. Certain of these gathered on two specified days 

at the height of the season, others made frequent visits on other 

days. 

It was clear that the system had yet to prove its worth for 

of the 1923 introductions only twelve varieties and of the 1924 

introductions only twenty percent were in the planting. Further­

more, although three fourths of the planting was in splendid 

conditions, the first plants received were only in fair bloom. 

Honorable Mentions were given as follows: 

Coppersmith (Shull 1926) 

Dolly Madison (Williamson 1927) 

Vesper Gold (Williamson 1926) 

Golden Glory (Jackson 1927) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Elysian (Saur - ) 

Emma Moser (Kannapell - ) 

Losantiville ( L. R. Smith - ) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

---------
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Mauna Loa 

Prairie Gold 

Baldwin 

A 11 (Discarded),29 

Topazin 

Van Cleve 

Quinnipiac 

(Discarded) 
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(Ayres - ) 

(Berry - 1926) 

(H. P. Sass - 1926) 

(H. P. Sass - 1927) 

(H. P. Sass - ) 

(Simpson - 1926) 

(Van Name - 1928) 

(Van Name - 1928) 

It is interesting to note that Aliquippa and Chartier both 

of which won medals in later years were this year rated at 76 

and 73 by five and three judges respectively. Cameo received only 

70 on two votes, Chalice only 75, Damozel only 77 and Gold Imperial 

whcih had already received an Honorable Mention in previous 

years 74, King Karl received a rating of 93 on eight votes, Lona 

a rating of 80 on one vote only, Morning Splendor which had a 

previous H. M. 88 on seven votes, Mother of Pearl 86 on nine votes. 

Among unintroduced seedlings which were rated the following 

were noted as receiving over 75: No. 11 from John J. Moffet (never 

introduced); George J. Tribolet; Avatar; seedlings 10 and 12 from 

A.H. Scott; Inez (De Graffe); seedling No. 1 from Jacob Schulz 

Co.; Mount Royal, (Morgan) is mentioned as the outstanding variety 

in the plot receiving 86 by six judges; and Caesar, Mr. Morgan's 

dark sibirica, was rated at 95 by one judge. Mrs. McKinney had 

three seedlings, No. 2, No. 5 and No. 9; Aliquippa, Chartier and 

Montour, Priscilla, Elsinore, all from C.H. Hall came in for 

favorable mention; Jacinto from Berry was noted as a distinct dis­

appointment. 
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In 1927 The Iris Society of England offered to The American 

Iris Society. The Dykes Memorial Medal, to be given to the best new 

American variety. On recommendation from a jury of members who had 

rated it 96 in 1926 and who had observed it both in California and 

in Massachusetts in 1927, the Board of Directors awarded this Medal 

to San Francisco {Mohr -1927). The following notes about this 

variety were printed in the July, 1928, Bulletin: 

"San Francisco, the big new type plicata, is not a break or 

accident of plant breeding, but was carefully planned for and its 

advent confidently predicted by Mr. Mitchell before its first flower­

ing in his garden. Some articles by Mr. A. J. Bliss in the Gardeners• 

Chronicle on breeding plicatas and a suggestion by Miss Grace 

Sturtevant resulted in a discussion between Mr. Mohr and Mr. Mitchell 

on how to get bigger and better plicatas. The result was that Mr. 

Mohr made certain crosses between his seedlings of part plicata 

parentage but wholly self colors, and though his untimely death pre­

vented his seeing the results, they were as expected. The plicata 

color pattern is a recessive, and in the second generation it appeared 

according to the Mendelian ratio. Theoretically at least it is 

possible to make plicatas to order. 

"The parentage of San Francisco is {Juniata x mesopotamica x 

Parisiana) X (mesopotamica x Parisiana). It is therefore only of 

three-eights mesopotamica stock and fairly hardy, as it has passed 

two winters in the severe climate of Massachusetts and one in many 

other trying climates. Comparison with all earlier plicatas is futile, 

as it is in a class shared only by its own sisters and cousins, 

Los Angeles being the only other one yet in commerce. It is a big 

--------- - --- ----------- --
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flower of fine substance and lovely shape, its white ground standards 

heavily suffused and edged lavender, its wide flaring falls almost 

,pure white, the blue reticulation being confined to the haft, where 

it merges into reddish brown. Its growth is similar to Esplendido, 

chosen last year for trial at Wisley, with forty-two inch stems and 

four wide branches so placed that the loweet of the nicely spaced 

flowers is alx>ut twenty-four inches from the base." 

In 1927 the following awards were for varieties judged at the 

New York Test Garden: 

Silver Medal: For 1924 introductions, to Aliquippa, (Hall); 

for 1925 introductions, to Chartier (Hall). 

Award of Merit: For 1923 introductions, to Glee (MdKinney), 

Delight (Sturtevant), Glowing Embers (Sturtevant), Mildred Presby 

(Farr). For 1924 introductions, to Soledad (Mohr), Gold Imperial 

(Sturtevant), King Karl (Sass). For 1925 introductions, to Argynnis 

(Williamson), Lodestar (Hall, My Lady (McKinney), Primrose (Sturtevant). 

The following Honoraboe Mentions were given at exhibitions: 

Mrs. A. S. Hoyt (J. Sass - 1927) 

Purple Haze (H.P. Sass - 1927) 

Osprey (Berry - 1927) 

California Blue (Essig - 1929) 

Uncle Remus (Essig - 1928) 

# 740a, #499a, #316b {Discarded) (Essig - ) 

·--- -- ·---~----
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In 1928 the Silver Medal was awarded to George J. Tribolet 

(Williamson 1926) and the following Honorable Mentions were given 

at exhibitions: 

Persia 

Sunlight 

Royal Robe 

Sir Laun fa 11 

Padusoy 

Unlabeled Seedling 

# 399A (Discarded) 

Acropolis 

Roundelay 

{Ayres -

(Sturtevant -

(Kirkland -

(Kirkland -

(J. Sass -

(H. P. Sass -

(Essig -

(Berry -

(Berry -

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

In 1929 The Dykes Medal was given to Dauntless (Connell 1929) 

and Honorable Mention to Elizabeth Egelberg (Egelberg). 

In 1930 the following were given at the Test Garden: 

Silver Medal 

Cinnebar 

Awards of Merit 

Avatar 

Zingara 

Van Cleve 

(Williamson - 1928) 

(Williamson - 1927) 

(Williamson - 1928) 

(Van Name - 1927) 

At exhibitions the following Honorable Mentions were given: 

Abora 

Ash tore th 

Hermitage 

---------------·-

(Hill -

{Beaudry -

(Kirkland -

) 

) 

) 



~----

.294 

Mary Geddes (Washington-Stahlman - ) 

Sonnet (Hill - ) 

H 28 (Loomis ) 

Lillabel (William - ) 

Theme (Lothrop - ) 

April (Lothrop - ) 

Rae (Lothrop - ) 

Wistaria (Lothrop - ) 

Arabian Prince (Simpson - ) -a dwarf variety 
only 1511 high 

Martha Washington (Washington -

Sarah Cheek (Washington -

Bright Balloon (Waller -

"REVISED POLICY OF AWARDS 

(Bulletin No. 31, April 1931) 

"Recommendations for Honorable Mention 

) 

) 

) 

"First: At Exhibitions in cooperation with American Iris Society. 

"Irises raised from seed by the exhibitor but not introduced 

into commerce. 

"(Note: If the raiser is unable to be present, he may request 

another person to exhibit seedlings for him, in which case, if an 

award is aade, it will be sent to the raiser instead of to the 

exhibitor. ) 

"Any one exhibitor may enter not over five seedlings for award. 

No prize but A. I. S. certificates of Honorable Mention may be rec­

ommended for seedlings rated at over 80, if, in the opinion of the 

accredited judges, they are of sufficient outstanding merit to 

-----~--
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warrant such a recommendation, but the number of H. M.'s so rec­

ommended in any one show shall not exceed five. (As the Society does 

not authorize prizes for seedlings, none may be offered by indivi­

duals or clubs at any show receiving the cooperation of the A. I. S.) 

"Recommendations for H. M. shall be sent to the Committee on 

Awards. 

"Second: Besides these recommendations for H. M.'s at exhibitions 

in cooperation with the A. I. S., it is proposed to recommend 

additional H. M.is under the following conditions: 

"l. Accredited judges may visit flower shows, gardens or 

nurseries, etc. and rate new Irises, which will iriclude unintroduced 

seedlings and those varieties introduced the year of the judging and 

the year previous to the judging. They may then send such ratings 

and recommendations for H. M. 1s to the Committee on Awards. 

"2. Such judges may rate as many Irises as they wish but may 

not recommend more than five for H. M. in any one region. 

"Honorable Mentions 

"All recommendations and ratings received under the above 

conditions shall be compiled by the Committee on Awards, which committee 

shall then have the poser to give H.M. 1s. Besides H.M. 1 s awarded to 

Irises shown at official exhibitions, not more than five additional 

H.M.'s may be given in each region to Irises which have received 

sufficient rating from three or more accredited judges. 

11 Accredited judges in the various official regions shall be 

selected by the Board of Directors and the list published yearly by 

the Committee on Awards. 

- --- - ---- -- - ---------~----
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11 The Committee on Awards shall be selected by the President sub­

ject to confirmation by the Board of Directors. 

"Awards of Merit. 

"Hereafter not more than five Awards of Merit may be given 

yearly by the Committee on Awards, subject to confirmation of the 

Board of Directors acting upon the recommendations of the accredited 

judges. 

11 To be eligible for an A. M. an Iris shall first have been on 

the recommended list the previous year, and second, shall be rated 

at 85 or more and recommended by five or more accredited judges. 

"Dykes Memorial Medal. 

11 The Iris Society of England has offered to the American Iris 

Society one Dykes Memorial Medal yearly. This is the highest award 

that can be given to a new Iris. This is to be given only by vote of 

Board of Directors from among the Irises on the recommended list of 

the previous year. 

"As the Iris is primarily a garden flower the attention of judges 

is called to the importance of vigor of growth, freedom of bloom 

and carrying quality of the color, which whould be considered of 

equal importance as value of individual flower. 

11 Note. 

11 As these new regulations require two years judging for A. M. 1 s 

or the Dykes Medal, they eliminate such awards in 1931. Therefore, 

as this would be discriminating against our members who in good faith 

have sent plants to our trial gardens for judging in 1931, a silver 

medal and awards of merit MAY be given at the trial this season (1931), 

should varieties receive high enough rating." 
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The following persons were asked to serve on Committee on 
Awards: 

J.B. Wallace, Jr., New Haven, Conn. 
Mrs. Wheeler H. Peckham, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
Mrs. J. Edgar Hires, .Ardmore, Pa. 
Sherman Duffy, Chicago, Ill. 
Mrs. W. L. Karcher, Freeport, Ill. 
Mrs. Silas B. Waters, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
C. G. White, Redlands, Calif. (declined) 

Bulletin No. 40 has further notes on the new Policy of Awards. 

It states that the Dykes Medal award should be made with the greatest 

possible care and not left to the Board of Directors not in a competent 

position to make the award months after the blooming period. The 

difficulty of making such an award on account of the great geographical 

extent of the country is mentioned. The English Society has made a 

praiseworthy move in extending the eligibility period to three years. 

In accordance with the new 1931 regulations the Committee on 

Awards announced the following awards for the season of 1931: 

Ambera 

.Aphro No. 2 

.Arbutus 

Blackamoor 

Black Wings 

Chromylla 

Clara Noyes 

Desert Gold 

Dune Sprite 

Honorable Mention 

------ --------- ------------------ --------- - ---- ------

(H. P. Sass) 

(Simpson) 

(Lothrop) 

(J. Sass) 

(Kirkland) 

(Loomis) 

(H. P. Sass) 

(Kirkland) 

(Shull) 



Easter Morn 

Gold Lace 

Hermene 

K. v. Ayres 

Laurentia 

Meldoric 

Pink Satin 

Polar King.' 

Quevera 

Rameses 

Red Dominion 

Red Flare 

Royal Beauty 

Sacramento 

San Diego 

Waconda 

Wambliska 

(Essig) 

(Lothrop) 

(J. B. Parker) 

(Ayres) 

(Williams) 

(Ayres) 

(J. Sass) 

(Donahue) 

(J. Sass) 

( H. P. Sass) 

(Ayres) 

(Milliken) 

(McKee) 

(Mohr-M1t.) 

(Mohr-Mit.) 

(H.P. Sass) 

(J. Sass) 
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The following Committee on Awards was appointed for 1932: 

John c. Wister, Philadelphia, Pa., 
Chairman. 

Mrs. J. Edgar Hires, Ardmore, Pa. 

Sherman R. Duffy, Chicago, Ill. Mrs. Wm. L. Karcher, Freeport,Ill. 
Vice-Chairman and Chairman 
of Sub-Committee on Tabulation 

Mrs. Wheeler H. Peckham, New 
Miss Meda Hinckley, Redlands, Calif. Rochelle, N. Y. 

Mrs. Silas B. Waters, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

--~----~---------
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Ninety members were appointed accredited judges. They made 

ten nominations for the Dykes Medal; nineteen for Awards of Merit, 

and 102 for Honorable Mention. From these the Committee unanimously 
' 

voted the following awards for 1932: 

Dykes Medal 

Rameses (Sass, H. P. - 1929) 

Awards of Merit - In the order voted, Desert Gold (Kirk 1929); 

Polar King (Donahue 1930); Royal Beauty (McKee 1931); Clara Noyes 

(Sass, H.P. 1930); Chromylla (Loomis 1930). 

Blue Hill 

Crysoro 

Coralie 

Honorable Mention 

(Sass, H.P. - 1931) 

(Nie. - 1931) 

(Ayres - 1932) 

Cyrus tsass, H.P. - 1930) 

Eloise Lapham (Lap. - 1932) 

El Tovar (Sass, H.P. ) 

Ethel Peckham (Wmsn. 1932) 

Gilead (Andr. - 1931) 

Joycette (Sass, J. - 1932) 

King Juba (Sass, H.P. - 1930) 

Lady Paramount (White - C. G.) 

Mareschal Ney (Wmsn. - 1930) 

Moon Magic (Shull - 1931) 

Mt. Whitney 

Nepenthe 

Phosphor 

(Millik.) 

(Con. - 1931) 

(Shull - 1931) 

Red Radiance (Grinter - 1932) 

Red Robe (Nie. - 1931) 

Rose Dominion (Con. - 1931) 

Santa Fe (Mohr-Mit. - 1930) 

Selene (Con. - 1931) 

Shirvan 

Spring Maid 

Sweet Alibi 

Valor 

(Loomis - 1932) 

(Loomis - 1932) 

(White - C. G.) 

(Nie. - 1932) 

Venus de Milo (Ayres - 1931) 

For 1933 the Committee voted to adopt a new scale of points as 

follows: 



FLOWER 

Color (clarity, 10; brilliance 7: 
richness or delicacy 5; novelty, 
~) 

ijuality (Substance, 7: texture, 
5; resistance to weather, 5; 
fragrance, 3) 

Form 

25% 

20% 

10% 

Garden Value (for massing, 5; 
carrying quality, 5; extension 
of sea son, 5) 15% 
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PLANT 

Vigor (rapidity of increase, 
foliage, hardiness) 10% 

Floriferousness (freedom of 
bloom, number of bloom 
stalks to number of fans; 
number of buds to stalk) 10% 

Stalk 10% 

100% 

Two suggestions were made to the committee which it deemed of great 

importance and merit. These were Prof. Van Name's standardization 

scheme of scoring and a proposal to establish ratings by region •• Both 

suggestions were found to have so many ramifications and points of 

practical application that the committee decided that they must be 

deferred for further study. 

The following regulations were adopted for 1933: 

Honorable Mention - The Committee on Awards shall give Honorable 

Mention only to varieties receiving at least five recommendations from 

the accredited judges ·and subject to the regulations above. It is 

hoped that the number of Honorable Mentions will not exceed five in any 

one official region in any one year. Award of Merit. - The Committee 

on Awards may give not more than five Awards of Merit yearly. Such 

awards shall be given only upon the recommendation of at least seven 

accredited judges. Such award shall ee given only to Irises officially 

registered and introduced during the current year or during the two 

previous years and which in previous years have been recommended for 

Honorable Mention. This same condition applies also to the Dykes 
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Memorial Medal offered by The Iris Society of England and to be 

awarded yearly. This is the highest award that can be given to a new 

Iris. Upon the Recommendation of seven or more accredited judges, 

the Committee on Awards may award this medal yearly subject to the 

confirmation of the Board of Directors. 

The following awards were made in 1933: 

Dykes Medal 

Coralie 

Award of Merit 

Mary Geddes 

Black Wings 

Easter Morn 

El Tovar 

Honorable Mention 

Blue June 

Blue Triumph 

Burning Bronze 

Challenger 

Cortez 

Elizabeth Washington 

Gloriole 

Jeb Stuart 

Mary Lee Donahue 

(Ayres - 1932) 

(Washington-Stahlman) 

(Kirkland) 

(Essig) 

(H. P. Sass) 

McGregor 

Missouri 

Opal Dawn 

Oriana 

Pale Moonlight 

Sierra Blue 

Trails End 

In 19~4 it was voted to continue the 1933 scale of points for 

judging seedlings in gardens but to substitute the following for 

judging seedlings at exhibitions: 

~--- -- --------- -----~------- -~ 



~ 
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Quality 15% Fragrance 5% 

Condition 10% Stalk (according to 
section) Poise and 

Color 15% grace 10% 

Form 10% Number of 
blooms & 

Substance & Texture 10% buds 5% 

Size according to Height 5% 
variety 10% 

Branching 5% 

100% 

The following awards were given in 1934: 

Honorable Mention 

Eros (Mead) 

Gold Foam (Nesmith) 

Good Cheer (Sturt.) 

Maluska (Nesmith) 

Monomoy (McKee) 

Rosy Wings (Gage) 

Shining Waters (Essig) 

The award of the Dykes Medal in the different countries is as 

follows: 

Dykes Medal England France America 

1927 Margot Holmes San Francisco 
1928 Pluie d 10r 
1929 Joyance Vert Gallant Dauntless 
1930 G. P. Baker Deputie Nomblot 
1931 Gudrun Jean Cayeux 
1932 Eclador Rameses 
1933 Alice Harding Coralie 
1934 Golden Hind Mme. Louis Aureau 


