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Chapter VIII.
The Society!s Who's Who

l., Officers

John C. Wister of Philadelphia, President, 1920-1934, was born
in 1887, is a graduate of Harvard, 1909 and is by profession a Land-
scape Architect. Hé was secretary of the Amefican Rose Society,
1921-1923; member of the Executive Councill of The Pennsylvanié
Horticultural Society, 1919-1934, and secretary, 1927-1934; for three
years a director of the American Horticultural Society; since 1930
vice president of the John Bartram Association. He 1is Director of
the Arthur Hoyt Scott Foundation at Swarthmore College where an

arboretum 1is being established. He has written three bophks, "The
| Iris," "Lilac Culture," and "Bulbs for American Gardens," and many
magazine articles on hofticultural'topics. He has grown Irises since
about 1910 when he first secured Mr. Farr's new seedlings. Since that
time he has probably grown more than two thousand kinds, His preSent
| collection consists of about 300 to 400 varieties and is planted
according to the color classification of the Socilety. In addition to
the Iris collection, he has about the same number of varieties of
daffodils, tree peonies, herbaceous peonies, and approximately 100

varleties of 1lilacs, azaleas and chrysanthamums.

William A. Peterson of Chigago, Vice-President, 1920-1924, was at
the time of his election one of the leading growers of Irises and
Peonies. He had one of the finest nurseries in the Chicago district

with many fine and rare trees as well as herbaceous plants. His
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master 1list of Peonies and Irises was well known between 1900 and
1925, About that time he sold out his Peonies to Paul L. Battey
and his Irises to Clarence Hubbard and retired from business. He
endowed a religious home for girls in memory of his mother and
traveled extensively in the Far East in connection with missionary
matters., As Vipe President of the Society he brought to the Board
of Directors the experience of many years, both in Iris growing and

in business and helped place the new Society on a firm foundation.

*Franklin B, Mead, of Fort Wayne, Indiana, Vice President, 1924-
1925, Regional Vice President, Central District, 1925-1927, Director
1928-1933., He was born in Greenfield, Ohio, in 1875 and died in
Fort Wayne, November 29, 1933. He attended the University of Michigan
and was a member of the Trinity Episcopal Church. He was since 1911
an officer of the Lincoln National Life Insurance Company and at the
time of his death, its Executive Vice President and one of the most
prominent insurance men.

Mr. Mead was a horticulturist of international reputation and a
grower of fine Irises, Peonies, Daffodils, Hemerocallis, Tulips, Lilacs,
and rock plants, and was a member of many horticultural societies,
including the Royal Horticultural Society, Midland Daffodil Soclety,
Iris Socliety of England. He was most skllled in arrangement of flowers

in the garden so that the different colors harmonized well.

*Edward Bruce Williamson, Vice President, 1926-1932. Mr. Williamson

was born in Marion, Indiana, July 10, 1877 and died in Ann Arbor, Michigan,

¥Deceased
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February 25, 1933. He was a graduate of Ohio State University and
until 1905 was Curator of Ihsects at the Carnegle Institute and at
Vaﬁderbilt University. In 1905 he succeeded his father as president
of the bank in Bluffton, Indiana, and when this bank failed in the
depression he returned to his work in Zoology. He was one of the
world's greatest authorities on dragonfiles and had published many
monographs and conducted expeditions to many parts of this country and
to South and Central America.

He became interested in Iris about 1906 and obtained various
species from the late J. N. Gerard. He began raising seedlings in
1906 and one of his first seedlings was‘named for his mother, Dorothy
K. Williamson, while a later one was named for his father, Ient A.
Williamson. The large number of seedlings grown by Mr., Williamson 1s
shown by the fact that in 1932 which was a typical year, he had
planted 70,000 seeds which occupied seventy rows, eighty feet long.
Further details of Mr, Williamson's work are given in the July 1933
Bulletin which mentions among his outstanding seedlings, Dolly Madison,

Dorothy Dietz, Jane Williamson and Cinnabar.

Dr. Harry Harding Everett, Vice President, 1933-1934, Regional
Vice President, Region 8, 1931, is a physician and the leading surgeon
in Lincoln, Nebraska. He has long been interested in Iris and other
flowers. His friend, Dr. R. W. Whitham writes: "He has had a greater
influence in the development of 1dealistic medicine in this community
than any man living today and he has always been respected and beloved

by his professional brethren. Dr. Everett was born in 1875, educated

at John Hopkins, Jena and Vienna. Finds most of his happiness in his
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profession, his family and his garden and in the Iris and the
friends it brings him. PFounder of the Lincoln Garden Club. Fond of
music, drama and opera. Dislikes modernism' in any form be it art,

literature, music or politics.' Fond of trout fishing."

*Frank H. Presby, Treasurer, 1920-1924, Mr, Presby was born
in 1857 and died in Montclair, New Jersey, No?ember 9, 1924, He
was manager of the Clark Estates, one of the largest property ownefs
in New York City, and also officer and director of the bank of
Montclair, Vice President of Chester J. Hunt, Inc., Vice President of
the New Jersey Society of the Sons of American Revolution, a ﬁember
of the advisory board of Mountainside Hospital and St. Luke's Episcopal

Church as well as various clubs. Mr, Presby was one of the organizers of

the Society and his Iris interest dates back to his acquaiptancp with
the late John W. Gerard about 1900. He was one of the first to advocate
a national society for the Iris and took an active part in the pre-
liminary work leading to its organization. In addition to his own
garden in which he grew many fine treeg, shrubs and flowers, he was
interested 1n the community aspects of gardening and had at the time of
his death a project to make a lilac collection in the Montclair Park

to be equal to the one in Rochester. He grew many Iris seedlings but
only one was sent into commerce which he named for his wife, Harrilet
Presby. The Iris, Mildred Presby, named for‘his daughter, was raised by
Mr. Farr and was selected by Mr. Presby to bear that name. Further de-

tails of Mr. Presby's work can be found in Bulletin No. 13, December 1924.

*Deceased
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*Arthur H. Scott, Treasurer, 1924-1927. Mr. Scott was born in
Philadelphia in 1875 and died on February 26, 1927. He was a
graduate of Swarthmore College, class of 1895. He was president of
" the Scott Paper Company and was active in many civic enterprises. He
was an enthusiastic gardener, his favorite flowers being the Peony,
the ILilac and the Iris, He grew many Iris seedlings but only one of
them, Steepway, was named during his lifetime, He was one of the
organizers of the Socilety and while never anxious to hold office, was

persuaded to take over the treasurer's post on the death of Mr. Presby.

Richardson Wright, Treasurer, 1927-1934, is a graduate of Trinty
College. Mr. Wright is editor of House and Garden, author of many
books, including "Hawkers and Walkers." "Forgotten Ladies," and "The
Gardeners Bed Book."etc., a trustee of Trinity College, Secretary'ofr
the Horticulturel Soclety of New York and President of the American
Rose Society, and is well known as a lepturer and after-dinner speaker.
Mr. Wright's interests cover nearly all fields of gardening, literature,

painting, pottery and other arts.

R. S. Sturtevant, Secretary, 1920-1926 and Editor, 1920-1934, He
was a graduate of Harvard, 1912, He is a Landscape Architect, teacher,
lecturer and writer. For five years he was Director of the School of
Landscape Architecture at Lowthorpe and of the Simmons College School of
Landscape Architecture at Lowthorpe and of the Simmons College School
of Landscape Architecture. Mr, Sturtevant has grown and studied Iris
since about 1910, with his sister, Miss Grace Sturte&ant at Wellesly

Farms, He was one of the most active in organizing the new Boclety

*¥Deceased
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and carried almost the entire burden of the work for many years.
The more than fifty bulletins and other publications of the Soclety
edited by him speak for themselves and for his work.

J. B, Wallace, Jr., Secretary, 1927-1933, Director, 1934, is
a New Haven Insurgnce man, a graduate of Yale, class of 1909. He
is an amateur gardener and Irises are his favorite flowers which he
grows to perfection, in a small city garden. Mr., Wallace brought his
experience in business management to the office as Secretary and to
the Board of Directors, and his work for the Soclety has been of

great value.

Benjamin Y. Morrison, Secretary, 1934, and Regional Vice President
1920-1921, is chief of the Office of Foreign Plant Introduction,
Bureau of Plant, Industry, U. S. Department of Agriculture, Washington,
D. C., and has been connected with the Department of Agriculture in
varipus other positions since about 1915. He 1s one of the greatest
authorities in Americaion Iris, Daffodils, Azaleas, Barberries and
many other plants and has written numerous bulletins in the government
service, that of the greatest interest to our members being Farmers
Bulletin No. 1406 on Irises. Mr. Morrison is editor of the National
Horticultural Magazine published by the American Horticultural Sdciety.
He is a breeder of Iris and Daffodils and other plants, beginning his
work in his own garden and now carrying on some of it at the government
station at Bell. In addition to being a botanist, Mr. Morrison is
also a skilled artist and has made line drawings of many flowers to

illustrate his texts, and 1s also a singer of note,.
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2. Regional Vice Presidents,
(official Regions of 1920 - 1927)

B. Y. Morrison - see above.

I. S. Hendrickson, Regional Vice President of the Eastern
District, 1922-1923, was for many years in the employ of the John
Lewis Childs Company on Long Island and in that capacity continued
to bulld up the great collection of Japanese Iris which has made
this firm famous. Mr. Hendrickson's term of office in the Socilety
was short but he was one of the organizers of the Society and
contributed to it the value of his experience. Some years ago he
severed his connection with the Childs Company and has his own
nursery on Long Island wﬁere he specilalizes in Peonies, Lilies and
other fine plants.

Dr. H. A. Gleason, Regional Vice President of the Eastern Region,
1924-1925 1is again one who held office over a very short period but
ﬁhose value to the Society cannot be measured by that small term. The
organization of the Soclety indeed 1s due to him and to his work in
interesting others during the fall months of 1919. The call for the
first committee meeting was sent out over his name and he made all
the arrangements for the organization meeting and for the establishment
of the first test garden. Dr. Gleason is Assistant Director of the
New York Botanical Garden and is interested in Irises as a garden hebby
rather than from the standpoint of botany. In later years his work
in botany, particularly in reference to plants of British Guilana has
taken up practically his entire time and he has withdrawn from the

affairs of the Socilety.
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Prof. A. P. Saunders, Regional Vice President, Eastern Regilon,
1926-1927, Director, 1928-1934., He is Professor of Chemistry at
Hémilton College, Clinton, New York, and was one of the organizers
of the American Iris Soclety and Secretary of its organization meeting.
Prof. Saunders raised the Iris, White Knight, which reeeived the
first award given to American Iris in Trials of the Iris Soclety of
England at Wisley. He 1is a keen gardener and student of plants and
his greatest interest 1s in the Peony in which he has done moét
extensive breeding research and has produced practically a new race
of early blooming Peonies as well as fine hybrid Tree Peonies. For
nearly twenty years he was Secretary of the American Peony Socilety
and its chief moving spirit during the years when it did its most

active work in reference to the straightening out of nomenclature.

*Mrs., Samuel H, Taft, Regional Vice President of the Central
District, 1920-1925, was a noted amateur gardener of Cincinnati and

active in garden club matters. She helped the Society sponsor its

first show in the west and it was in her garden that the famous seedlings

of Mr. John Dee Wareham were grown, The first stalk of Dominion ever
exhibited in this country was brought by her to the Columbus Iris
Show in 1921.

*Franklin B, Mead - see above,

T. A. Kenning, Regional Vice President, Western District, 1920-
1927, was an amateur grower of Irises and Peonies who later became

associated with one of the nurseries near his home 1in Minneapolis.

*¥Deceased.
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Floyd Brallior, Regimnal Vice President, Southern District,
1920-1921, was the only representative from the South at the organi-
zation meeting in 1920. He was an officer of the Nashville Normal
and Agricultural Institute and Co-operative Farm Colony and College
about ten miles from Nashville, Tennessee, and was active there in
farming and horticultural work. He was particularly interested in

breeding of such plants as Iris, Gladiolus, etc.

Clarence B. Connell, Regional Vice President, Southern District,
1922-1927, and Regional Vice President, Region No. 7, 1928-1934., Mr.
Connell, at the time he became interested in the Iris Soclety affairs,
was Superintendent of Parks in Nashville, Tennessee., and later in
Birmingham, Alabama. At the present time he 1s Superintendent of
Vanderbilt University Hospital in Nashville. He 1is a keen gardener
and grower of many kinds of plants, but the Irises are his favorites
and he has grown many outstanding seedlings, among which 1s Dauntless
which received the Dykes Medal and for which he named his hillside
farm in the country outside of Nashville. Mr. Connell is a man of
unusual ability in many lines and bullt the house on this country
hillside with his own hands over a period of five or six years. _He is
also a builder of fine furniture and has made many beautiful desks,
tables and chairs. He has been the leader of gardening and particularly
Iris growing in his community and has interested many people not only

in Nashville but throughout the entire South in Iris growing.

Sydney B. Mitchell, Regional Vice President, Pacific Region,
1920-1926, Mr. Mitchell was formerly librarian at the University of
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California and more recently the Director of the School of Librarian-
ship of the University of California. He 18 an enthuslastic gardener
and has gardened in Eastern Canada, in Massachusetts and in California.
In Massachusetts he had the opportunity years ago of working for some
time 1in the Herbaceous Department of the Bay State Nurseries at the
time when many Dwarf Iris were being grown by them and this perhaps
led to his later interest in Iris growing. Mr. Mitchell has traveled
extensively both in this country and abread to visit Iris collections,
and for many years was a close friend of the late William Mohr of
Mt. Eden, California, only a few‘miles from Berkeley. He worked with
Mr, Mohr in planning Iris crosses to be made and after Mr. Mohr's
death inherited his Iris collection and continued his breeding work
so that for a time many of his seedlings were sent out as Mohr-Mitchell
seedlings rather than as Mitchell seedlings. He 1is perhaps best
known for his introduction of San Francisco which won the Dykes Medal,
but has since given us mahy finer Irises. He has written much on
gardening, particularly for California gardens, and is greatly inter-
ested in fuchsias, acaclas and other plants particularly éuited to

that favored climate,

Dr. S. S. Berry, Regionai Vice President, Pacific Region, 1927,
of new Region 14, 1928, is a Zoologist of Redlands, California and
a most enthusiastic gardener. In his small place of only a few acres
can be found such widely divergent plants as apples, pears, peaches,

oranges, tangerines, lemon, figs, olives, lilacs, peonies, irises,
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daffodils, marigolds, lilies, acacias and countless others, a
larger variety than could be grown in almost any other garden in
this country. He has long been interested in Irises, has studied

much about them and has raised a number of fine seedlings.

‘ Dr. J. C. Bennett, Regional Vice President for Cansdd,
1920-1922, is a dentist in Victoria, Canada, and one of the most
enthusiastic horticulturists in Eastern Canada, the organizer of
many local horticultural groups, interested perhaps chiefly in

Gladiolus.

W. E. Saunders, Regional Vice President for Canada, 1923-
1927 1is a naturalist of London, Ontario, a keen Iris grower, a

writer on Iris and a brother of A. P. Saunders of Clinton.

3; Regional Vice Presidents.
(The New Regions, 1928 - 1934 )

Region 1. Mrs. Thomas Newmith, 1928-1933, is an amateur
gardener of Lowell, Mass., who later established the Fairmount Iris
Gardens to sell Iris, Hemerocallis and other English plants. Mrs.
Nesmith has been the most active of all the Reglonal Vice Presidents
of the Society and established many display gardens throughout the
New England States and brought together the members in frequent
meetings.

Wm. J. McKee, 1934, is Vice President of the Bradley Car Works,
Worchester, Mass., and long prominent as an amateur gardener. As

an Iris breeder he is best known by the variety Royal Beauty.
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Region 2. New York, Harry F. Little, 1928-1931. Mr. Little
was a merchant in Goodland, Indiana and was interested in amateur
Peony growing. Some years ago he‘moved to Baldwinsville to take
charge of the extensive planting of Peonies, Iris, etec., at Indian
Springs Farm and 1t was during this period that he was elected to
the office of the Society. He was one of the keenest growers of
plants and a splendid Judge of varieties and has been much more
active in the affairs of the American Peony Society than in Iris
matters.

Col. J. C. Nichols, 1932-1934, 1is a retired army officer and
former commander of the military work at Cornell University. Col
Nichols became interested in Iris as an amateur gardener and later

established a nursery and began extensive work in Iris breeding.

Region 3. G. Derby White, 1928-1932, Ridgewood, New Jersey,
is a New York publisher, a most enthusiastic and expert amateur
gardener,

M. E. Douglas, 1933-1934, of Woodbury, New Jersey, was for many
years connected with the Curtis Publishing Company as well as being
a director in various banks and business enterprises. Mr. Douglas
is an amateur gardener, particularly interested in Dahlias, but at
the present time the Iris is his favorite flower and he has done

much work in making it popular throughout the region.

Region 4. E. W. Sheets, 1928-1933. Mr. Sheets was Chief of
the Bureau of Animal Industry, U. S. Department of Agriculture,

Washington, D. C., and became interested in Irises as an amateur
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gardener, and later established the Treholme Nursery near Washington
where he grew splendid Irises, Peonles and other plants. Mr. Sheets
was one of the greatest exhibitors of Iris and a leading spirit in
the National Capital Dahlia and Iris Socliety for many years, his
exhiblts alone making those flower shows famous. At a number of

these shows he showed upward of 200 varieties of the finest new Iris.

J. Marion Shull, 1934, is an artist in the U, S. Department of

' one of the

Agriculture. He 1s the author of "Rainbow Fragments,'
finest books on Iris that has been written, and has painted many
beautiful plctures of Iris flowers. In his small backyard garden he
has grown many splendid seedlings, of which Morning Splendor received
the Silver Medal of the Garden Club of America through the American

Iris Society Judging at the New York Test Garden.,

Region 5. Mrs, E. K. Lumpkln, 1928-1932, was a noted amateur
gardener of Georgia who served the Soclety in making this work
known throughout her region until the time of her death.

Mrs. James R. Bachman, 1932-1934, is also an amateur Iris grower

in Atlanta, Georgia, and active in garden club work.

Region 6. Prof. H. S, Jackson, 1928-1930. Was Professor of
Entomology at Lafayette, Indiana, an amateur Iris grower of enthu-
slasm who later for a few years established an Iris nursery in
ILafayette. Since hls retirement from the affairs of the Soclety he

has become Professor at the Unilversity of Toronto, where he now resides.
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W. A. Payne, 1931-1933, 1is a nurseryman of Terre Haute, Indiana,
aqd one who has done much to introduce fine new Irises throughout
that territory.

Dr. A. C. Kinsey, 1934, is Professor at the University of
Indiana at Bloomington, Indiana, and an enthusiastic Iris grower and

writer of articles oh Iris.
Region 7. Clarence B. Connell. See above.

Region 8., F. X. Schreiner of St. Paul, 1928-1930, also Director
in 1931. Mr. Schreiner was born in Bavaria, October 18, 1877, came
to this country in 1888 and died in St. Paul March 31, 1931. He
worked for thirty-nine years in a department store and during that
time bought a farm and began to grow flowers as an amateur, He
established an Iris nursery in 1924 and then began the important
work which led to his scheme of color classification which he published
in his catalog in 1928 and which forms the basis of the classification
system of the Soclety. Hls collection of Iris is one of the largest,
if not the largest, in the world and his catalog was the only one
where practically all new varieties could be found grouped together
year by year. To bring this collection together and compile the
catalog was an immense piece of work for which he never received
recognition. He was one of the hardest workers of the Soclety and
sent in more members than any other member. He was a most generous
contributor of plants to fest gardens., Although officlally connected
with the Society for three years, his distance from our meetings and
the illness which resulted in his death prevented his attending any

meetings,
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He, however, took an active interest in the work of the Society and
maintained a constant correspondence with its officers. More de-
tailed information can be found in Bulletin No. 42, 1932,

Dr. H. H. Everett - see above.

Robert Schreiner, 1932-1934, is a son of F. X. Schreiner who
continued his nursery business and is at present actively working
with the University of Minnesota for the establishment of a test

garden.

Region 9. H. T. Judson, 1928-1931, of Omaha, is connected with
the PittsburglPlate Glass Company and is an amateur Iris grower,

C. J. Boehland, 1932, was proprietor of a large store in
Rockland, Illinois. Became interested in Irises and Peonies as an
amateur and later established a nursery.

Euclid Snow, 1933-1934, was with the Bell Telephone Company in

Chicago, active as an Iris grower, much interested in Society affairs.

Region 10. Ralph W, Shreve, 1928, Farmington, Arkansas, is a
well known collector of native plants and unusual Beardless Iris,
with a knowledge of Iris and introducer of many native forms.

Mrs. Gross R. Scruggs, 1930-1934, Dallas, Texas, 1s one of the
leading spirits of Dallas; an amateur gardener growing many fine
plants among which are Irises. She has done a great deal throughout
the State of Texas and interested many people in Iris growing and

has been endeavoring to establish fine plantings in public places,
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Region 11. David C. Petrie, 1928, Boise, Idaho. Introducer of
many new plants for that region.. One of our few members in the
three states which he represents. Although living far away he has

several times come to the east to visit Iris gardens and attend meetings.

Region 12. J. D, Long, 1928-1931, Boulder, Colorado. Seedsman
and nurseryman, perhaps most interested 1n Gladiolus but growing
many fine Irises,

Dr. P. A. Loomis of Colorado Springs, has done fine work in
Iris breeding. He 1s the introducer of Blue Velvet and a number of

other fine seedlings.

Region 13. Dr. L. J. Ballou, 1928, was a dentist in Seattle.

Washington, greatly interested in Iris growing and Iris Soclety
affalrs. .

R. M., Cooley, 1932-1933, Silverton, Oregon, is connected with
the Post Office Department, growlng Irises as an amateur but has
recently entered the commercial field with Irises and Lilacs, the
latter raised by Mrs. Klager of Oregon. Mr. Cooley is introducer of
a number of fine new varieties of Bulbous Irises,

Carl Starker, 1934, Jehnings ILodge, Oregon. Graduated Oregon

State College, 1914, commercial grower of flowers, particularly rock

plants and Iris. Particularly interested in species.

Region 14. 5. S. Berry, 1928 - see above.

Prof. E. O. Essig, 1931, Berkeley, Cal., 1s Professor of Entomology
at the University of California and one of the best known emtomologists

in America. He began growing Irises as an amateur and did much
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breeding work, and in recent years has introduced some splendid

seedlings such as Pacific Sierra Blue and Easter Morn.

Region 15. Canada, W. E.Saunders, 1928-1929. - See above.
- Mrs. Malcolm W, Wallace, 1929-1930, an amateur Iris grower
of Toronto, Ontario.

J. E. Carter of Guelph, Ontario, an amateur grower of Irises,
Peonies, Tuberous Rooted Begonlas; past president, Ontario
Horticultural Association, past president Guelph Horticultural
Society, past director Canadian Horticultural Council. Investment
btoker by profession, director of various commerclal enterprises and
former mayor of Guelph.

William Miles, 1932-1934, of Ingersoll, Ontario. Barn in
Surrey, England. First interested in Irises in 1907 through his
neighbor W. R. Dykes. Describes himself as "a 100% dirt farmer,
interested in the great outdoors.," Grows Irises for diversion, parti-
cularly interested in specles and the early dwarfs with whihh he has
been working and raising seedlings. Lecturer and judge for Ontario

Horticultural Association and writer in "Canadian Horticulture."

4L, Directors.

6 Directors, 1920-1927
12 Directors, 1928

I. S. Hendrickson, 1920-1921 - see above,

E. C. Shaw, 1920-1921. Manufacturer at Akron, Ohio. Mr. Shaw
was one of the most famous amateur growers of Irises and Peonies at
the time of his election and was put on the first Board of Directors

in order that his section of the country might be represented. He,

however, never took active part in the affalrs of the Society and
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retired after 1921.
James Boyd, 1920-1929., Born in Boston, February 1, 1858,

died in Philadelphia, December 2, 1929. He was a manufacturer but
at the time of his election had retired from active business., He
was President of The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society from 1918
hntil his death; President of the American Peony Soclety, 1917~
1918 and Director, 1912-1925; Director of The American Rose Society,
192041929. He was one of the organizers of the American Iris Society
and presided at the organization meeting 1n'New York. He served
continuously on the Board until his death., He combined in a large
degree the qualities which go to make an ideal director, a deep
love of one chosen plant and a broad knowledge of it, together with
a loyal devotion to the interests of the Soclety and a strong practical
sense developed by long business experience. He was a most skilled
exhlbitor., He was the editor of the Peony Manual puhlished by the
Peony Society in 1928 and the History of The Pennsylvania Horticultural
Society published in 1929, For a few years he was associated with
Mr, Wister in the Iris and Peony business at Movilla Gardens at
Haverford, Pa. Further details can be found in Bulletin No. 34,
July, 1930.

. Bertram H. Farr, 1920-1924, born in Wyndham, Vermont, October,
1863, died in Wyomissing, Pa., in 1924, Mr. Farr was taken to the
Middle West as a chlild and there gaw hils first Peony and became
interested in it. He later came east and went to Reading, Pa., in
the music business from which he retired about 1906 and started the

Farr Nursery Company at Wyomissing. There he brought together one of
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of the most remarkable collections of hardy plants ever assembled
in this country and more than any other one person was responsible
f@r the interest in the newer Irises, Peonies, Lilacs, etc,, which
we have in this country today. He was active in the affairs of the
American Peony Soclety and served as 1its President for eight years
and attended nineteen consecutive meetings of the Soclety. To him
more than to anyone else 1is due the wonderful work in the straightened
systematizing of Peony nomenclature at the trial gardehs at Cornell.
His catalog was one of the filnest ever published in this country.
The nursery at Wyomissing was, just before his death, moved a few
miles further west to Womelsdorf where it st111 continues under the
management of men tralned by him, He was the raiser of Quaker Lady,
Mount Penn, Pocohontas, Seminole, Mildred Presby and many other
famous Irises. Further detaills will be found in Bulletin No. 14,
January, 1925,

Dr. H. A. Gleason, 1920-1922. - See above.

Harry A. Norton, 1920-1926. Ayres Cliff, Quebec; was at the
time of his election a manufacturer of pumping machinery. He was a
noted amateur gardener of southern Canada Jjust north of the Vermont
line and there had a most extensive collection of Irises, Peonies,
Lilacs and other plants that would flourish in that cold climate.
Mr, Norton was one of the most enthusiastic of our earlier members
and was always of a retiring disposition and would never accept
office except that of director and during the six years of his office

he was faithful in his attendance at all meetings.
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Mrs. C. S. McKinney, 1921-1927, of Madison, New Jersey, was
an amateur Irls grower, the fame of whose garden finally made it
necessary for her to enter the commercial field and sell Iris
plants, although she did not issue a catalog. Mrs. McKinney is a
gifted writer and author of "Irises in the Little Garden." She
served for a number of years as an assistant editor of the Bulletin.,

Mrs. H. G. Lloyd, 1921-1930, Haverford, Pa., was a well
known amateur gardener, Vice President of The Garden Club of Aﬁerica
and of The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. Her "Iris Bowl"
was famous all 6ver the east and had been visited by thousands of
persons. It was most influential in extending the love and know-
ledge of the newer Iris.

Mrs. Walter Brewster, 1923-1927, of Chicago, 1s an amateur
gardener and active in the affairs of The Garden Club of America.
She was elected to the Board in order to secure wide geographical
representation but was never active in the affairs of the Soclety
and retired from office after 1927.

Mrs. Wheeler H. Peckham, 19é4-1934, of New Rochelle, New York,
is one of the best known amateur gardeners in America, a lecturer
on many gardening topics and ‘a writer for many magazines. She was
Honorary Curator of Iris and Daffodils at the New York Botanical
Garden and has been active in the sffairs of the New York State
Federation of Garden Clubs as well as 1in the local club at New
Rochelle. With the exception of Mr. Sturtevant, she has probably
done more hard work for the Soclety than any other officer for she
has been Chairman of the Test Garden Committee, the editor of the

Bibliography and the editor of the 1929 Alphabetical Check List.
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This latter will stand as her monument for many years. Mrs. Peckham
has traveled extensively and visited the Iris collections all over
this country and is a keen Jjudge of seedlings, about which she has
written much in the Bulletins.

Mrs. J. Edgar Hires, 1927-1934, Ardmore, Pa. Amateur gardener,
chiefly interested in Irises. Like Mrs. Peckham she has been an
indefatigable worker of the Socliety. Since taking the Chalrmanship
of the Exhibition Committee in 1926 she had charge of all the
exhibitions of the Society until 1932, She has also been active as
assistant editor in getting articles for the Bulletin and reading
proof. She has traveled much, visiting Iris collections and
Judging new seedlings. She was a member of the Committee on Awards,
1931-1933.

Dr. W. McL. Ayres, 1932, of Cincinnati, was an oculist but
since his serious 1illness has retired from practising his profession.
He 1s one of the most famous of present Iris breeders, the raiser
of Coralie, the Dykes Medal winner for 1934, of Persia and many other
fine seedlings.

R. S. Sturtevant

E. B. Williamson

F. B. Mead

John C. Wister : See above.

A. P. Saunders

J. B. Wallace, Jr.

Richardson Wright

Jacob Sass, 1931-1933, Benson Station, Nebraska, specialist in

Iris and Peonies is one of the greatest Iris breeders of modern
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times, breeding Irises on a very large scale with his brother Mr.
Hans P. 8ass. Mr. Sass was born in Germany and came to this countypy
in 1884, settling on a farm near Omaha and doing general farming,
particularly growing wheat and corn. He became interested in flowers
through the Rev. C. S. Harrison and turned his attention to Peonies
and Iris.

F. X. Schreiner

Dr. H. H. Everett See above,

B. Y. Morrison

Sherman Duffy, 1933-1934, of Chicago, is the editor of the
Chicago American and has been connected with that paper for many years
in various capacities.‘ Mr. Duffy is an amateur gardener and grows
Iris and a number of other flowers and has written extensively about
them. He has a thorough acquaintance with the Iris collections
near Chicago. He has been of great service to the Society as a mem-
ber of the Committee on Awards and compiler of the ratings, 1931-
1933, He has also at varlous times acted as assistant editor of the
Bulletins and has contributed many articles on novelties.

Dr. J. H. Kirkland, 1934, of Nashville, Tenn., 1is Chancellor of
Vanderbilt University and one of the mess t noted American educators.
He 1s an amateur gardener and a great Iris breeder, having produced
such fine seedlings as Morning Glory, Desert Gold, Mary Elizabeth,
and others. With Mr. Connell he has done much to make Nashville a
great Iris center. He had been a friend and advisor of the Society
for many years but had not been willing to take any office until it

was literally forced upon him by the demands of our members,
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5. Honorary Members.

*A, J. Bliss, of Morwellham, Travistock, England, was one of
the world's greatest Iris breeders, and raiser of the famous
Dominion. Through his extensive correspondence he helped in the
formation of the Socilety and served on various of its committees.

An extenslive account of his life and work appears in Bulletin No. 39.

W. J. Caparne of Guernsey, Channel Island, értist and breeder
of Iris, especially noted for Dwarf Bearded and Intermediate
Bearded Irises in the early years of the preseht century.

Ferdinand Cayeux, head of the great seed firm of Cayeux & Le
Clerc of Paris. He introduced Ma Mie in 1906 and then between 1922
and 1934 raised many fine Irises, among which are Depute Nomblot,
Pluie d'Or, Phebus, Jean Cayeux, Vert Galant.

*¥F. Denis of Balarac-les-Bains, later of Tamaris, France was
a French chemical manufacturer and amateur gardener, particularly
interested in Iris and Orchids. He brought Iris Ricardi into
prominence when he used it in his breeding to produce such var-
ieties as Mlle. Schwartz.

*W. R. Dykes of London, 1877-1925, school teacher, botanist,
plant explorer and breeder. Secretary of Royal Horticultural Society,

' and other

author of "The Genus Iris," "Handbook of Garden Irises,'
books. A collection of his magazine and newspaper articles was
published under the title "Dykes on Irises" after his death.
Authority on Tulips and many other piants. See extensive review of

his work in Bulletin No. 19.

¥Deceased.
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E. H. Krelage, (the third of that name, his grandfather having
founded the bulb nursery in 1808) of Haarlem, Holland has been for
“many years President of the Dutch Bulb Growers Assoclation and a
breeder of Daffodils and Tulips. The possessor of one of the great-
est horticultural libraries, he did much work in tracing the early
history of the Iris (1830 & 1880) and placed this information before
our members through articles in our Bulletins.

R. Irwin Lynch, famous English botanist and author.

L. Millet, of Bourg-la-Reine, afterwards of &milly, France.
French nurseryman, son of the founder of the firm,.Millet & Fils,
raiser of Iris, Peonies and Violets. As an Iris breeder he is best
known for Corrida, Sv. de Mme. Gaudichau and Germaline Perthuis.

*S. Mottet, 1861-1930, of Verrieres-le-Buisson, France, head of
the nurseries of Vilmorin, Andrieux & Cie of Paris, which introduced
such splendid Irises during his regime, including Alcazar, Opera,
Eldorado, Ambassadeur and Ballerine.

G. L. Pilkington, of Liverpool,_England, amateur gardener and
grower of Iris, has served as President and as Secretary of The Iris
Society (of England).

R. W. Wallace of Colchester, late of Tunbridge Wells, England.
For many years the leading English nursery, specializing in Iris.
Famous exhibition of Irises at Royal Horticultural Society's shows.
Intorducer of the seedlings of Foster, Yeld, Hort and Bliss. Active

in the work of the Society and of The Iris Society of England.

*Deceased.
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George Yeld of Oxford, late of London, England. Keen gardener,
plant explorer, one time President of The Iris Society of England,
and Iris and Hererocalllis breeder. Among the best known of his
Irises are Dawn, Lord of June and Sir Michael.

The following persons, although not holding office in the
Soclety, have acted on various committees or have helped with the
work in various ways.

D. M., Andrews, Boulder, Colorado, nurseryman, plant collector
and botanist, Iris breeder.

*Dr, A._C. Beal, Prof. Department of Floriculture, Cornell
University. One of the organizers of'the Soclety and in charge of
the Cornell Test Garden until the time of his death.

*Samuel W. Burchfield, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 1870-1928. One of
the first to advocate a national soclety for Iris and a charger
member of the Soclety and a breeder of Irises. Details of his work
with Iris appear in Bulletin No. 36, July, 1930,

L. R. Bonnewitz, Van Wert, Ohio, merchant, former President of
the American Peony Society. Was one of the actlve organizers of
the Society and for a number of years conducted a nursery of Iris
and Peonies.
| Leonard Barron, editor of The Garden Magazine and later of The
American Home, was early interested in the new Society and gave it

strong editorial support.

*Deceased,
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*Dr. N. L. Britton, Director New York Botanical Garden, was
one who made the new Soclety possible by offering it a place for
its organization meeting and a place for its first test garden.

Frank W. Campbell, Detroit, Michigan, active as an importer of
Iris novelties and interested in the affairs of the Society chiefly
during the period 1924-1926.

Mrs. Frances Cleveland, Eatontown, New Jersey, a breeder of
Iris, particularly of Siberica varieties.

Mrs. Jennett Dean, Moneta, California, one of the first
commercial growers &f Irises in this country, beginning in 1909 and
later selling out to the Southern California Iris Gardens in
Pasadena. She was the first to speclalize in Iris on the Pacific
Coast and was one of the organizers of the Soclety and most active in
its affairs during the first few years.

Madison Cooper, Calcium, New York, helped the Soclety greatly
in its early years through his magazine "The Flower Grower'" which
was our official organ. |

Dr. C. Stuart Gager, Director Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Chairman
of Election Committee and responsible chiefly for the work for

this Society by Dr. Reed.

Charles E. F. Gersdorff, Washington, D. C. Chalrman Registration
Committee, 1s a member of the U. S. Department of Agriculture,
Washington, D. C. Expert grower of Gladiolus and Iris and writer on

both of these flowers.

*Deceased.
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C. H. Hall, Ingomar, Pa. Breeder of Irises which have been
commercially offered since 1923.

Mrs. Brewster B. Hoornbeck, Goodland, Indiana. Amateur
gardener, was for many years in charge of the display gardens of
the Society and largely increased their number through her pains-
taking work.

Alfred Hottes, editor of Better Homes and Gardens, Des Moines,
formerly Professor of Horticulture at the Ohio State University
and in that capacity in charge of the Annual Meeting and Flower
Show at Columbus, Ohio, in 1921.

R. T. Jackson, Peterboro, N. H., formerly Professor at Harvard
University. One of the few people growing fine Iris varieties
before 1900, He was a Charter member and a judge at the first show
of the Socilety.

Mrs. W. E. Karcher, Freeport, Ill. Amateur gardener, active in
Federated Garden Club of Illinois and in Chicago Garden Shows, 1n
charge of the famous Iris Shows at Freeport, member of Committee on
Awards, 1931-1932-1933, Chairman Exhibition Committee, 1933-1934.

Mrs. Katherine H. Leigh, in charge of lantern slide collection,
is Secretary to Dr. George T. Moore, Missourl Botanical Garden.

*William Mohr, Mount Eden, California, 1871-1923, Enthusiastic
horticulturist and plant breeder and famous for his Irises which

have since been introduced by Prof. S. B. Mitchell.

¥Deceased.
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Mrs. Douglas Pattison, Freeport, Ill. Owner of Quality
Gardens, publisher of fine catalogs and chief exhibitor at the
Freeport Iris Shows. Her nursery is a magnet that draws Iris
;enthusiasts for hundreds of miles.

Dr. George M. Reed, Brooklyn Botanic Garden, in charge of
work for Japanese Irils reviewed elsewhere in this volume.

Carl Salbach, Berkeley, California, introducer of many of the
Mohr-Mitchell seedlings, splendid illustrated catalogs, one of
the best growers on the west coast.

Hans P. Sass, of Washington, Nebraska, farmer, born in Germany.
Came to this country in 1884, begen growing Irises and other flowers
with hls brother, Jacob Sass, about 1903. Ralser of Rameses,
winner of Dykes Medsl, 1932, ‘

Mrs. Charles H. Stout, Short Hills, N. J. Amateur horticulturist
and Dahlla specilalist; Charter member and active in promoting the
work of the Soclety in 1its early years.

Dr. A. B. Stout, Director of Iaboratories, New York Botanical
Garden. Famous plant breeder, in charge of the American Iris
Society work at the New York Botanical Gardens, 1924-1929,

Miss Grace Sturtevant, Wellesley Farms, Mass. The second great
American Iris breeder following Mr, Farr., Received Silver Medal
from Massachusetts Horticultural Soclety as early as 1917 and many
other honors since then. Breeder of many of our finest Iris
including among other early varleties, Afterglow, B. Y. Morrison,

Queen Caterina and Shekinah. One of the first to take active part
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in the movement to form a natlonal society, a Charter member
and an indefatigable worker for the good of the Soclety during

its early years, working with her brother, Mr., R. S. Sturtevant.

*Frank M. Thomas, West Chester, Pa., 1893-1918. Worked
with Mr. Farr in 1914 and then established his own Iris nursery
and created interest in a national soclety. He was killed in the
war and so did not live to see the Society started, but he was
acquainted with many of the organizers, and had encouraged them
in thelr work.

Dr. A. E. Waller, Botanist Ohio State University, Chairman of

Scientific Committee,

Mrs. Silas B, Waters, Cincinnati, Ohio, amateur gardener,
active 1n garden club work, famous grower of Irises, member of

)
Committee on Awards, 1931-1933.

*Deceased,






