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i~ha pter II. 

Or~anization Meeting 
---- •-~·---~---·--·- ------ ------·-·· -- ----· 

I~ response to Dr. Gleason's invitation quoted in the pre-

cedinr chapter about sixty people met in the Mansion Building of the 

New York Botanical Garcen., Bronx Park, New York at eleven o'clock, 

January 29, 1920. Among those present who have since been prominently 

identified with the Society were Mr. Leonard Barron, Editor of the 

Garden Magazine, Prof. A. C. Beal of Cornell, Mr. Lee R. Bonnewitz 

of Van Wert, Ohio, President of the American Peony Society, Mr. 

James Boyd of Philadelphia, a former President of the American Peony 

Society and President of The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, 

Prof. A. P. Saunders of Clinton, N. Y., Secretary of the American 

Peony Society, Mr. Floyd Bralliar of the NormaiL and Agricultural 

Institute of Nashville, Tenn., Dr. N. L. Britton, Director, Dr. H.A. 

Gleason, Dr. Marshall A. Howe, assistant directors and Mr. G. V. 

Nash, Head Gardener, of the New York Botanical Garden, Mrs. Francis 

E. Cleveland, of Eatontown, New Jersey, well known for her Siberian 

and Japanese Iris, Madison Cooper, Editor of the Flower Grower, Mr. 

Martin C. Ebel, Secretary of the National Association of Gardeners and 

Editor of the American Gardener's Chronicle, Bertrand H. Farr of 

Wyomissing, Pa., Mrs. Edward Harding, author of The Book of the Peony, 

Mrs. J. Edgar Hires, Mrs. Walter Brewster, Mrs. Horatio Gates Lloyd, 

Virs. TJr,eeler H. Peckham, I. S. Hendrickson of the John Lewis Childs 

Co~pany, ~rowers of JapaneseJiris, H. A. Norton of Ayres Cliff, Quebec, 

Virs. L. :J. ITi '-,c:--:.cock, 1:r. Georr~e I•L SY'lj_th, of Wellesly Hills, ]'lass., 



Lrs. Henry S. Wells, as well as three of the officers later 

John C. Wister, Frank H. Presby and R. S. Sturtevant. 

G ._, 

chosen 

Dr. Britton welcomed the group on behalf of the Board of Managers 

of the New York Botanical Garden and offered the new Society every 

assistance possible, including space for a test garden which was 

to be under the immediate supervision of Dr. H. A. Gleason. In clos­

ing his address he stated: 11 You have chosen a wonderfully varied 

and entrancingly beautiful genus of plants to specialize upon. 11 

Dr. Britton then introduced Mr. James Boyd, President of The 

Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, who had consented to act as chair­

man of the meeting, and who appointed Rrof. A. P. Saunders to act as 

recording secretary. Mr. Botd introduced the first speaker, Mr. John 

C. Wister, who read a paper concerning the proposed activities of 

the Society. Parts of it are here quoted to show how much work had 

been done by the Organization Committee before the meeting and how 

well the program was outlined, and also in order that in this History 

we may see what parts of the work have been well carried out. The 

paper was prefaced with this introduction: 11 It is realized that 

important points have been omitted and that less important points have 

been ~iven undue emphasis. This paper is offered chiefly as a means 

of creating discussion and of bringing out the sentiment of Iris 

2;rowers . . . • • ~['he .l\r.1erican Iris Society is the result of a 

lone felt need of Iris ~rowers, both amateur and professional, for a 

ce:,t:e21 body to as S'c:nble 211 2vc1 ilable infor;'.18 t ion concernir:::~· Ir:Lr:es and 

Iris ~-rowin~, to cond11c~ research to ascer~aiD additional informo~ion 

-------------------~ ----------
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The activities for the Society were suggested in the fo1lowing 

order: 

L. Theoretical Work: 

1. Botany 
2. History and Classification of Horticultural Varieties. 
3. History of Iris Growing. 
4. Cultural Directions for Different Climates. 
5. Pests. 

II. Practical Work: 

1. Test and Exhibition Gardens. 
2. Iris Shows, with Suitable Prizes. 
3. Publicity. 

The outline under these headings stated that any work dealing 

with plants must rest upon botanical knowledge, and mentioned '1The 

Genus Iris" by W.R. Dykes as being our greatest book, which though 

beyond the means of many individuals might be made available to 

members of the Society by some system of traveling libraries. This 

was done in 1928. 

There was at the time no available authoritative material con­

cerning the History and Classification of Garden Varieties. It was 

felt that it should be one of the duties of the Society to make a 

search for all possible information and assemble it. The confusion of 

names in nursery catalogs was mentioned as was the lack of proper 

classification or description. To remedy these conditions it was 

proposed ._hat t:1e Society shm1ld rmblish a catalog of all varieties in 

commerce. This has been done in the various Check Lists, while in 

~any of the earlier Bulletins there were authoritative articles deal-

ins with breeders who preduced varieties of importance. The work of 

------------------ ------- ~--- - -
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The need for cultural ~irections for different sections of 

the country was also recognized. This need i1as speedily met by t-he 

Publication of our Bulletin No. 1, devoted to culture. The nec­

essity for the study of pests was mentioned. The Society has helped 

conduct some research but much more remains to be done. 

Under practical work the various questions of test gardens, 

their purposes and possible accomplishments were discussed. The hope 

was expressed that in addition to the test garden in New York there 

might be similar gardens in different climatic sections of the 

country. It was believed that the Iris was such a fragile flower 

that an annual exhibition such as is held by the American Peony Soc­

iety with flowers shipped in from regions hundreds of miles away was 

not possible. Therefore it was suggested that the country should be 

divided into regions and that there should be a show or shows in 

each region yearly where prizes should be offered to "nurserymen, 

professional men, amateurs with large gardens, amateurs employing 

gardeners and novices." It was stated that there would be some special 

prizes for new varieties and seedlings and that in addition to these 

official shows the Society should, when its finances permitted, offer 

prizes for exhibitions of Irises at local flower shows in all parts 

of 1:he country. 

The recommendation was made that the work of the Society ah011ld 

be p11blished either 1n 8 s-pecial pa;e :i.n sor:ie established rna::,;azine or 

~- ,., s9cc ia 1 b,' lJ.et i,-;~;; tl1a t -;::here should be a cornplete library of books, 

··~a ··oz j_ne articles and rJ1otogrc::phs; that lantern slides pertaining to 
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believe the Soci~tj will be a boon to the a □ateur by giving him more 

i-;::;ow1ec5c;e and therefore Eore Lnterest and pleasl1re in his Irises. 

We be1ieve Jt will be a boon to the breeder in pointins out past 

breeding experience and suggesting ideals for which to strive; in 

testing his seedlings in a large variety collection; and in offering 

suitable awards. We believe it ·will be a boon to the nurseryman, 

in creating a demand for Irises; in encouraging the introduction of 

really meritorious novelties, and in discouraging the introduction 

and propagation of 11ndesirable kinds. 11 

Following the reading of this program Dr. A. C. Beal read the 

proposed constitution as a whole and it was then discussed article by 

article and after various amendments and motions this constitution 

was turned over to a committee consisting of Dr. Beal, Prof. Saunders 

and Mr. R. S. Sturtevant with instructions to redraft it and present 

the revised text at the afternoon session. 

The following were appointed a Committee to nominate temporary 

officers to act until the Annual Meeting in the Spring: Mr. L. R. 

B0n~ewitz, f~. Madison Cooper and Mrs. Horatio Gates Lloyd, Mr. B. H. 

~2rr ane Mr. G. V. Nash. A lunch was then served by the New York 

as J~ollov;s: 
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DR.AFT Qii' COFSTI'l1UTION - JANUP,RY 29, 1920 

!'rticle 2. The object of this Society shall be to pronote the cul­
f;;:-re and improvement of the Iris. The rneth.ods of attainiri;-=; thi2 
object may include: 

( a ) 

(b) 

(c) 

The ownership of land and other property, incltidin;; 
test and exhibition gardens, libraries, photographs, 
lantern slides, etc. 
The compilation and publication of data concerning 
the history, classification, breeding, cultivation and 
exhibition of Iris. 
The encouragement of Iris cultivation and breeding by 
holding exhibitions of Iris. 

Article 3. The Membership of this Society shall consist of (1) 
active, and (2) honorary members. 

1. Any person interested in Iris is eligible to nomination 
to active membership. Such nominations may be made by any member of 
the Society to the Board of Directors, which may elect such nominee 
by majority vote. Each active member shall pay annually on January 
1st, to the Treasurer, a membership fee of three dollars ($3.00) for 
the ensuing calender year. Any active member whose dues remain un­
paid on February 1st, shall be so notified in writing by the Treasurer, 
and if such dues remain unpaid by March 1st, he shall cease to re­
ceive the publications of the Society, and if his dues remain unpaid 
for one year, membership shall cease. 

Any active member may become a member for life by the payment 
to the Treasurer of $25.00. All moneys received from Life Member­
ships, shall be invested, and only the interest therefrom shall be 
expended by the Society. 

2. Eminent persons who have rendered distinguished service 
~o the knowledge and development of the Iris, may upon the re­
commendation of the Board of Directors, be elected honorary members 
C'or 1ife. Honorary members shall not be required to pay fees, nor 
sha 11 they '.rnld off ice or vote. 

J\rt icle L~. Se ct ion 1. The .Society sha 11 'nold its J\nrn)a 1 r:;eet inz for 
the election of officers, and for the transaction of general bc.isiness, 
at a time and place to be fixed by the Board of Directors. Notice of 
t~e place and the approximate date of such meeting shall be given to 
ea ch nernber at least 60 clays in advance, and adequate not 5.ce E:lrn 11 be 
:~iven of the exact ciate. 



Section 2. Special meetings of the Society may be called by 
the President upon the written request of five members. Written 
notice shall be given by the secretary at least 30 days in advance, 
stating time, place and purpose, and no business may be transacted 
at such meeting, except on subjects s ta tecJ in such not:L ce. 

Section 3. Special meetings of a local character (for exhibi­
tions, lectures, etc.) may be called by the Regional Vice President 
upon notice to all local members. 

Section 4. All exhibitions or meetings involving awards by 
the Society, shall be conducted in conformity with the rules of the 
Society. 

Section 5, Every resolution at an Annual or Special Meeting, 
involving the appropriation of money must be approved by the Board 
of Directors before it becomes effective. 

Section 6. Ten active members shall constitute a quorum at 
any Annual or Special Meeting. 

Article 5, Section 1. The officers of this Society, all of whom 
shall be active members, shall be (1) President; (2) Vice President; 
(3) One or more regional Vice President; (4) Secretary; (5) Treasurer; 
(6) Board of Directors consisting of above mentioned officers and 
six other active members. 

Section 2. Election of officers shall be at Annual Meeting by 
ballot, in person or by mail. Nomination shall be made by Board of 
Directors on written request of five members, at least 30 days in 
advance of the Annual Meeting. The President, Vice President, 
Regional Vice Presidents, Secretary, and Treasurer shall hold office 
until the close of the following Annual Meeting, or until their 
successors are duly elected and qualified. 

Section 3. Regional Vice Presidents rnay be elected for any 
one or more of the following districts: (1) Eastern District, 
including the states from New England to Virginia inclusive: (2) 
Sentral District, including the States of Vichigan, Ohio, West 
1Tirginia, Kentucky, Indiana and Illinois; (3) Western District, in­
cluding the States of Wisconsin, Iowa, ~issouri, Montana, Colorado, 
and all states between them; (4) Southern District, includin~ all 
States south of the three preceding districts, except New Mexico; 
(5) Pacific District, including Idaho, Utah, New Mexico, and all 
states west of ther,; (G) Canadian Dj_strict. 

The qe~ioncJl ,Jj_ce President shall be electec by tl1e 2ctive 
~:-;e ers r 1e8ide11t ·vJitl-111J -:=Y1e cl.istrlct as t11e:/ c;a:l r•rcJvlcJe:, or lac1{ir1g 
~0 1:cr actio:1 nay be 3!;pointec: by the Presic:ent with the app:r>oval of 
~he Board of Directors. 
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Sect ion !t. r_:7he six other r:·,er::oers of the Board of Directors 
shall be elecCec:1 -as follows: M: the first J\r;nual Meetin2 held unc'er 
this constitution two directors shall be elected for one year, two 
for two years, am two for three years; and at each subsequent Arjnval 
Meeting two shall be elected for three years. 

Article 6. Duties of Officers. 

Section 1. The President shall preside at all meetings of 
the Society and of the Board of Directors, and shall have general 
superintendence of the affairs of the Society. 

Section 2. The Vice President shall perform the duties of 
the President in case of his absence or inability. 

Section 3. The Regional Vice President shall, subject to the 
control of the Board of Directors, have direct charge of all affairs 
of the Society in his District, including all trials, exhibitions, 
or special meetings. He shall have power to appoint committees to 
assist him. 

Section 4. The Secretary shall keep a record of the proceed­
ings of-the Society and of the Board of Directors, and conduct its 
correspondence. He shall have charge of its books and papers 
excepting those relating to its financial affairs. He shall make an 
Annual Report to the Board of Directors. 

Section 5. The Treasurer shall receive and keep account of 
all the moneys, and securities of the Society. He shall pay out all 
moneys under the direction of the Society, and its Board of 
Directors, upon w~itten order of the President countersigned by the 
Secretary. He shall make proper vouchers for all payments. He 
shall make to the Board of Directors an Annual Report of all receipts 
and disbursements, and exhibit his vouchers for such disbursements, 
and give a synopsis thereof to the Society at its Annual Meeting. 
He shall give bond in such amount and form and ·with such s1,1rety as 
may be from time to time required by the Board of Directors, at the 
expense of the Society. 

Section 6. The Board of Directors shall, subject to the 
nera 1 --controJ ct ':b2 iioc iety lwve ca re 2nd contro1 of its property 

the transaction of its business, and superintendence of its affairs. 
It is empowered to fill vacancies in the officers or Board of 
Direc+ors, Sl1ch appoint~ent:::: to hold un~il the next Annual Veetin~. 
'T'he Boarc~ of Director·s cay at any tirne by a majority vote cancel the 
,:ernbers:i:--Jip of an;/ ;"ell'ber when they consicer i l1at the welfare of the 

ciet~ necessita es such ac~ion. 

··.rt i c 1 e 7 . 

.-"~r;t ~J_c J_ s • 
,--L:",J::::' 

'T'he ,Sea J.. .... -:.: ~.-:}1e 

(Ie:~t '.·:c) 
c i et 2.· w: i a 11 

·3 p~ i ;·] ·_~,: I<~ et j_ 

:J r· (-. :' . ') ~- r 1~-1 c .t= 1~) 1--i ;-~ 

1Je ir1 t}-1e 'f orr11 
for a ct i o ~-j ) 

ot ~~-l'~C()j":f-::-ts·: C ·1: ... v·-.11t}:·1 Jr:l•"li~~ 
c: ... _;_J'8r·: t1r.-1e to -: irie o(or:}_ ~1Jttc1l;1e 
r:o:-1f:"-'' u":j_on, ,:i,.1b:)ect to 0::1".:',,(-

r:::::1·,t of 1·e11eo1 1 ·~ .. :-;oc~\-~:t~-, .. ; c1:---.c1 tY:c ·:_~rjc 7. 1:-~
1-·;~r 1:12~/ aflo1Jt 

co-1:··~J_ste1~.t ·1-1lti_ t}1·~- ~ r~or:st~i 1·,1tto~-, 0 -1---_,-Jc)-i-}1.ir(s 1./oi-~~--
/_- J_ -~ 
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Let icle c:,. Th:1-s cons ti tut ion rnay be amended by a two-thirds vote 
~t any Me~ting, provided notice of the proposed amendment shall 
have been snb11ii ttec thirty days in advance. 

T>e :t,:om:L'Jatin;~: (:!o;-nnittee then brou;=::llt in the follow in,: report: 

For President 

?or '-Tice Presic1en-> 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Regional Vice Presidents: 

Eastern Region 

Central Region 

Western Region 

Pacific Region 

Southern Region 

Canadian Region 

Directors: 

James Boyd, Philadelphia 

John C. Wister, Philadelphia 

W□. Peterson, Chicago 

R. S. Sturtevant, Wellesly Farms, Mass. 

Frank H. Presby, Montclair, N.H. 

B. Y. Morrison, Washington, D.C. 

Mrs. Samuel Taft, Cincinnati, Ohio 

T. A. Kenning, Minneapolis, Minn. 

S. B. Mitchell, Berkely, Calif. 

Floyd Brallier, Madison, Tenn. 

Dr. F. E. Bennett, St. Thomas, Ont. 

B. H. Farr, Wyomissing, Pa. 

Dr. H. A. Gleason, New York I. S. Hendrickson, Flowerfield, N.Y. 

H. A. Norton, Quebec, Can. E. C. Shaw, Akron, Ohio 

It was moved that the Secretary of the Meeting cast a ballot for 
these officers and they were declared elected. 

Following the election Mr. Wister took the chair and there was 
a discussion on the subject of test and trial gardens and other 
subjects connected with the future of the Society, after which thanks 
·were extended to Dr. Britton and the New Ycrk Botanical Garden for 
their hospitality to the new Society. 
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D11rin6 the first three ~:e2rs the general policy of the Society 

was determined and the preliminary plans for its future growth were 

1rnrkec 01-.1t. 

Immediately after the organization meeting the Board of Directors 

·met at the New York Botanical Garden and appointed various committees. 

The officers were authorized to sign contracts for Test Garden cooperation 

with the New York Botanical Garden and Cornell University. It was 

decided to hold the first Annual Meeting and first exhibition in Phila­

delphia about the first of June, and to keep the charter membership 

roll open until that time. A second directors meeting was held in New 

York in March. The Genus Iris was officially adopted as standard of 

botanical nomenclature. An official medal was authorized. 

T:1e secretary and editor, Mr. St1Jtevant, was exceedingly active 

ch1ri:ng the first v,Jinter and spring in getting under way many of the 

projects which had been outlined at the organization meeting. The Flower 

Grower had been made the official publication of the Society and each 

month contained an official page of Iris news. 

'T">,e r;ew Society received the most corcHal cooper2tion fro::, r:,2n:: 

~crtJcLl]t~ral orgaoiza~ions. The ~merlcan Peony Society devoted a 

speci8l ~llletin to the Iris and dedicated it to the American Iris Society 

~ '· 7 .,-. ,,..... C 
.:_. ·' (_, .. ._: the ne~ orfisers t~e 
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r' of sr,e2k_1-:,~,- about the Society at many mceti:1[)3. The New York Botanical 

G2r6en, ~~e Brooklyn Botanic Garden and Cornell University extended 

their facilities to the Society in a r; 1ost genero,JS manner. Many i-;ursery-

cr:-:ti ,.:ent:loned the Society Jn their catalogs and advised their custorner·s 

to ,join. Horticliltural magazines like The Flower Grower, The Garden 

Maf;azine, The Gardeners Chronicle of America, House & Garden, The 

Florists Exchange, The Florists Review and many others were most generous 

in allotting space to tell about the aims of the Society, to review its 

program as the work progressed, and to urge their readers to become mem­

bers. Looking back, it is clear that the Society had the most cordial 

cooperation from everyone in the gardening world. Certainly it was 

through such support that the new officers of the new Society were 

encouraged to go ahead on the ambitious program which had been outlined at 

the organization meeting. 

In the early months of 1920 a classification was being considered 

but it was thought unwise to adopt emy system until after a consultation 

with the Royal Horticultural Society. Such consultation and many dis­

CDssions with other organizations and individuals dragged on intermin­

ably but little headway was made until we had the help of the late Mr. 

F. X. Schreiner whose scheme after many adaptations finally resulted in 

+he of~icial classification published in the Alphabetical Check List in 

1~2?. Prnouncenent was ma~e in March 1920 that the Check List already 

contained a thousand names and by May this had grown to 2,300 narres. 

"~ ' J. .• . . 

----~ ----- --- ----------~ 

---~- -------~------



~ r2i:1- "J,, ;::: te:cec1. 11hE:se cards were rnac}e availab1c h:_, members in I'ic1~T o 

t~o2e who worked with this committee soon saw results i~ the pub1ica~icn 

of sta,1e1arcUzec1 descriptions in varioirn b1,1llet:Lns. 

'The J1Jne Flower Grower brings back an interested ,:::rcile - o L1c,sc 

of us who have been in the work so long, in that it complained that 

there has been too little response in reply to our appeal for plants 

available for the test gardens. Very early in the history of the Society 

we find reports about the unfair distribution of the work and the fact 

that too much is laid upon one or two persons. An early report of the 

President stresses work done for the Society by the secretary, Mr. 

Sturtevant, stating that it has taken four or five hours a day on an 

average, and the entire day during times of publication. 11 Such a 

condition is not fair to him and I do not think fair to the Society, 

and as soon as we are financially able we should make appropriation for 

clerical help. 11 This is a condition which has continued ever since 

although the Society as it increased in size has been able to supply 

some stenosraphic anc_ clerical assistc:ince to the vario1-1s officers. It 

hever had what several of the officers need, namely competent :'.:'ull tirrJe 

paid secretaries to keep the affairs of the Society running smoothly 

and properly. 

'~~oo:~, there were to be found remarks that there arc too r:any 

:( 

;-' -,.-.- '! ': 1::1 -,_ " : .., 

; J -! 



varieties register 0 ~ beir 

changed at the request of the Committee on Nomenclature because these 

names conflicted with names of other Irises a lreDcJy in cor:rnerce, and 

in Noverr:ber a code of nor,7encla ture was published. 'l'he Pres icient I s report 

stated that much of the work of the compilation of the Check List had 

been done in horticultural libraries in Boston, Ithaca and Washington 

and a long list of nurserymen and breeders who have helped in checking 

names and spelling is given. 

Over 600 varieties of Iris were already planted at the New York 

Test Garden and a study of Japanese Iris at Brooklyn was begun later 

culminating in Dr. Geo. M. Reed's trip to Japan. 

By :May we were getting to the question of scales of points in 

judging, a subject which has had much attention ever since, and which 

no matter how often changed, has never yet suited anyone! Ins tr1Jct ions 

were given as to how to cut back and ship Irises for exhibition. A 

series of selections of the best dozen or more Iris varieties were 

p1...,1blished. 

-------~~-
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Sturtevant and Prof. Robert T. Jackson judged the show and in addition 

to giving the various prizes gave Honorable Mention to Mr. Farr's 

s~edling Seminole and to a numbered seedling from Mr. Arthur H. Scott, 

later named Steepway. l'..n additional Honorable Mention was given to 

Virginia Moore by three authorized judges who visited Mr. Shull's 

garden near Washington. Mention is made of the many fine new 

varieties seen at the show and their names will cause smiles at this 

time, for they include Crusader, Tamar, Syphax, Afterglow, Ann Leslie, 

Dora Langdon, Opera, Ambigu, Lent A. Williamson and Mrs. W. E. Fryer. 

Mr. Farr showed also some fine flowers of the species Susiana. 

The following persons were elected Honorary Members at the Annual 

Meeting: Mr. W.R. Dykes, Secretary of the Royal Horticultural 

r- Society and author of "The Genus Iris," Mr. R. Irwin Lynch, author of 

11 The Book of Irises," Mr. R. W. Wallace, nurseryman of Colchester, 

England, Mr. A. J. Bliss, Iris breeder of Morwellham, Devon, England, 

M. L. Millet, Iris breeder and nurseryman of Bourg-la-Reine, France, 

M. F. Denis, Iris breeder of Balaruc-es-banis, France; M. S. Mottet, 

Iris breeder, Superintendent of the nurseries of Vilmorin, Andrieux 

et Cie, Paris, France. A number of these were already members and had 

contributed largely to our records. 

It is interesting on looking back to find out that even at that 

time we were puzzled over the question of affiliated membership. The 

Board of Directors voted against this by such a divided vote that the 

entire membership was asked to vote. They also voted against it. The 

question has cropped up once or twice in the intervening years but 

those who wist it apparently never succeeded in cetting Dany converts 

t:o 1:he idea. 
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In addition to the Exhibition in Philadelphia smaller shows were 

held: in Minneapolis in connection with the Northwestern Peony and Iris 

Society; in Cincinnati with the Garden Club of Cincinnati; in Boston 

with the Massachusetts Horticultural Society; in Flushing, New York, with 

the Park Garden Club; in Berkely, California with the Alameda Floral 

Society; and in Washington, D.C., with the Takoma Park Civic Improvement 

Society. 

At the end of 1920 there were twenty-six Life Members and 433 Annual 

Members in all parts of the United States, and also in canada, England, 

France, Holland and New Zealand. The bank balance was $214.83, and we 

entered 1921 "with a strong feeling of success." 

1921 

~ The Flower Grower continued as the official publication in 1921. 

Authoritative descriptions of over 500 varieties were on hand ready for 

publication and many of these were published in later bulletins. 

The third directors meeting, March 17, 1921, authorized an edition 

of 1500 copies of Bulletin No. 2, the appropriation of One Hundred Dollars 

for photographs and lantern slides, the payment of expenses of president 

and secretary to meetings, and the establishment of a Library. The 

offering of stock prizes at exhibitions, the preparation of a Biblio­

graphy, the employment of a paid secretary and his duties, and an increase 

in Life Membership dues were discussed. Dr. Gleason reported that the 

New York Botanical Garden had spent about $3,500 on the Iris Test Gardens. 

The Check List was reported to have come through six revisions at a cost 

of less than One Hundred Dollars. 
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I"" Reference is made to the desirability of having the name of the 

variety followed by the name of the raiser. The catalog of R. W. 

Wallace & Company in England is quoted as being the pioneer in this 

respect. 

Early in June 1921 reports came to the Society of a campaign under­

taken to make Kansas City, Missouri, "The Iris City" and of the different 

methods of Iris enthusiasts that were used to bring this about. These 

included planting of Iris borders in public parks by various garden 

clubs, the gifts of Iris roots to school children, prizes for the best 

Irises as grown in different localities, etc. Many other cities have 

since taken up similar campaigns but as far as the records that I have 

been able to find show, Kansas City was the first. 

The question of registering accepted variety names by number as is 

one in some animal breeding associations had been brought up by Mr. 

Wing of Mechanicsburg, Ohio, but apparently was never acted upon. There 

were a number of suggestions of appointments of Jurors to give official 

ratings to varieties in commerce more than five years. It was felt that 

thei.members as a whole demanded a rating of some kind as quickly as 

possible. Those who have worked in later symposiums will appreciate the 

worries of the new officers of a new society in trying to get some kind of 

a reliable system under way! Registration of name, however, was firmly 

under way and met with little difficulty. The record shows 1921 regis­

trations of such varieties as Harriet Presby, Frank M. Thomas, Inner Gold, 

Primrose, Taj Mahal, Marion Mohr, Seminole, Virginia Moore and White Nymph. 

The Second Annual Meeting was held in Columbus on May 20, 1921. The 

discussion at the meeting was quite lively and was entered into by B.H . 
.,,.--
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~arr, Lee R. Bonnewitz, C.P. Connell, Franklin B. Meade, E. C. Shaw, 

F. H. Presby, Prof. A. C. Hottes and Mrs. J. F. Emigholz. A splendid 

Iris Show was held in connection with the meeting and here Dominion was 

exhibited for the first time in America. Visits were made to the plant­

ing by the Columbus Iris Society which had over 500 varieties of Irises 

and to the Wing Seed Company which at that time had one of the largest 

if not the largest planting in America. The Show attracted visitors 

from as far away as Quebec and Ontario, Canada, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 

Ohio, Indiana, Tennessee and other states. 

At the end of the year the membership was 635. This growth was 

considered a natural one. The directors believed that no forced member­

ship drive should be undertaken and that the decision not to have one 

big Show but to cooperate with the smaller shows in various places had 

,~,lready proven its value. 

1922 

From the very beginning the Society was fortunate in receiving 

publicity from the Gardening Press. The officers sent out press releases 

from time to time and bulletins were sent without charge to establiahed 

horticultural journals for purposes of review in their columns. Iris 

shows with their newspaper reports brought us many members. In 1922, Mr. 

Sturtevant comments on the feequent notes on Iris and the American Iris 

Society written by Mrs. Katherine P. Wright, Mr. Percy W. Smith and Mr. 

Keesling which have appeared in Nashville, Kansas City and in California. 

It was hoped that other members would do similar work of this kind 

with their local papers. 

----------~------ -------~--------------------------------
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The officers early decided against any membe~ship drives or so­

called high pressure salesmanship which might result in a quick increase 

of members who would drop right out again after the pressure ceased. The 

Society on the whole, however, has not availed itself of as many avenues 

of publicity as should legitimately have been tried. This question, 

like many others, resolves itself into one of finances. To prepare short 

articles on Irises and Iris growing to send out to various local papers 

requires office expense that" we have not been able to assume. One of 

the definite failures of the Society is the fact that time has not been 

given to consider this whole question with greater care am to devise 

means of suitable, dignified, but constant publicity about the Society 

and about the Irises which it is endeavoring to made our people grow in 

their gardens. ,,----

The fourth meeting of the Board of Directors was held January 

12, 1922. This is the only meeting in the history of the Society in 

which all officers and directors were present and it has been a lasting 

regret that we did not obtain a photograph of the Board at this meeting. 

There was discussion concerning the advisability of canceling the con­

tract with The Flower Grower but it was continued through 1923. Prices 

for bulletins were established; the constitution was amended to raise the 

Life Membership to fifty dollars. It was announced that through the 

contributions of twenty commercial members, a thousand reprints,of the 

Check List published in cooperation with The American Joint Committee 

on Horticultural Nomenclature, were available to members at fifty cents 

each. The President was authorized to appoint a committee of three to 

~epresent the Society at the International Iris Conference in Paris in 

May and to offer the Society's Silver Medal at the Paris and London Iris 
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Shows. 
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The balance in the breasury at this time was but $131.50, but 

appeals to the members,brought in a most generous response of $412 which 

perm~tted the publication of a membership list and Bulletins Nos. 4, 5, 

and 6. 

Mr. c. P. Connell completed the work on the Symposium and it was 

published as Bulletin No. 5 in May. The following quotation from the 

President's report will be of interest to those who think nhat criticism 

of ratf-ngs is a new thing: "The reaction of our members has been exceed­

ingly gratifying. There have been criticisms of course, most of them 

entirely justified ••• . . . . . I agree with Mr. Connell that the 

novelties had been entirely over-rated ••••••• Doubtless nearly all 

our members can pick certain faults ••••••• but as far as I know, 

~~here are only two who have expressed themselves as believing the 

Symposium entirely worthless." 

The first of the published descriptions began in Bulletin No. 6. 

The New York Test Garden had been inspected by a number of members at 

the time of the Annual Meeting and had apparently impressed them well. 

A number of old varieties had been imported from Europe for purposes of 

checking. 

The International Iris Conference was held in Paris in the hall 

of The Societe Nationale d'Horticulture de France, on May 21, to 

celeprate the One Hundredth Anniversary of the Iris seedlings introduced 

by de Bure. Mons. D. Bois of the Paris Museum presided. There were 

about sixty persons present, including in addition to French nurserymen 

and amateurs, Messrs. Dykes and Wallace from England, M. Correvon from 

Switzerland, and Messrs. Wister, Bonnewitz and Wassenberg as represent­

atives of the American Iris Society. Fifteen papers wer-e presented for 



r--
discussion, including: 

.27 

Notes on hybridization by Messrs. Dykes, Bliss 

and Yeld; on Oncocyclus and Regelia hybrids by M. Hoog; on color classi­

fica~ion as proposed by the Royal Horticultural Society with suggested , 

changes by Mr. Sturtevant; on botanical classification by M. Mottet; on 

the use of Irises for garden decoration, for cut flowers, and in medicine 

and perfumery; on the cultivation of Irises and on insects and diseases. 

On nomenclature and registration the American Iris Society Check List 

was presented as a basis for future work. Speaking on behalf of France, 

M. Mottet accepted this in general, but could not accept various shortened 

names inasmuch as they were contrary to the rules of the International 

Conferences on Botanical and Horticultural Nomenclature of Vienna in 1905 

and of Brussels in 1910. Registration of some sort was regarded as essent-

,,--..al, and the appointment of an International Committee of registration 

was proposed. 

A further discussion of the Iris problems brought up at the Con­

ference took place in connection with the Iris Show of the Royal Horti­

cultural Society in London on June 7. Mr. R. w. Wallace presided. M. 

Jacques de Vilmorin and Mr. Dykes spoke of the work of the conference and 

Mr. Wister presented the American point of view in regard to nomenclature, 

registration and classification. M. Mottet proposed his botanical classi­

fication and was seconded by Mr. Barr and others, but the opinion of 

the meeting was overwhelmingly in favor of a color classification. Mr. 

F. H. Chittenden, director of the R.H. S. Gardens at Wisley, explained 

the R.H. s. classification and a large exhibit of Irises was then arranged 

according to this classification. Mr. Yeld gave a most interesting account 

r his first meetings with Sir Michael Foster and of his work in hybridi­

zation. The American Iris Society offered its Silver Medal at both the 

Paris and the London Shows. 

---------------~-- -- ------------·- -
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r---. Following the Conference an Iris dinner was given with some twenty 

at table, including Mr. Dykes representing the R.H. S., M. Mottet 

representing the Frence Society and Mr. Bonnewitz, Mr. Wassenberg and 

Mr. 'Wister representing The American Iris Society. Two luncheons at 

which the three delegates of the American Iris Society were guests should 

also be mentioned. The first was given by the firm of Vilmorin, Andrieux 

et Cie at Verrieres on May 29, in connection with an inspection of their 

Iris fields, the second by R. W. Wallace at Tunbridge Wells on June 9. 




