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A LETTER FROM OUR NEW REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT 

Fellow Iri•sarians: 

Let us give our sincere appreciation to Claude (and Naomi) 
O'Brien and the wonderful folks who so earnestly worked with 
him. ·when he came to baby sit with us, we were-a baby. Under 
his careful guidance and constant care we have grown to become 
one of the larger Regions of The American Iris Society. 

Claude steps aside now .and a new group continues the work 
so well started. In accordance with the rules of our Society I 
am your new R.V.P. A1s such I have carefully selected Area 
Chairmen, a News Cast Editor, a Membership Chairman, a Treas
urer and others to work with us. \Vith so many well qualified 
members to choose from, it was a difficult task, and one I am 
pleased to see finished. 

When you read this, it is hoped that your new officers will 
have met to decide just what our objectives. are and how best to 
accomplish them. Your Area Chairman vvill fill you in on this 
and I know each of you will do well your part. 

Garden paths lead to peace. Peace within and without. Peace 
and honor and beauty and humbleness and a quiet dignity-all 
a gift of God to all who would know them. It is for this reason 
we vvelcome others to membership and fellowship in our society 
-that they might know these gifts. Who can put his finger 
on the quality the garden-minded share? Is it simplicity, or i1s 
it quiet humor? No one can strut or pose clad in none too clean 
overalls. Certainly intimate dealing with the soil does not lend 
itself to pomposity. Even the most informed practitioner of 
Adam's art is so often fooled by the very nature he strives to 
assist, that he must have a sense of humor just to survive. What
ever it is, I am sure Irisarians have it to the 'nth degree. 

Region Four is your Region. Constantly think of it as ·such. 
Direct part of your gardening thoughts to its betterment. Do so, 
knowing full well we shall know success in direct relation to the 
sum of our efforts. Work carefully and closely with your Area 
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Chairman. 'Why not sit down now and drop yours a letter
offer to help or tell them of a service you feel he should give, 
or just send a friendly note. It will be appreciated and will 
inspire us all. 

Your Regional Officers are dedicated to serve you. We will 
do our best. Your help and your considered judgment will make 
our best, a much better best. Do not think of us as machines set 
off in a corner to perform an appointed task, but as fellow iris
arians striving for the betterment of our society and the flower 
whose wonder we betell. Write to us, talk to us and let it be 
said always of Region Four that we are one big happy family. 

Sincerely, 

Earl T. Browder 

OUR REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT 

Our new R.V.P. it seems, would rather talk about iris and 
the iris world than himself. Be this as it may we have a few 
facts about him we offer to share with you. 

Earl T. Browder was born near St. Albans, W. Va., soon 
after the turn of the Century. Family records say he was born 
January 30, 1904. His birth certificate reads January 30, 1903. 
How old is he? Educated public schools. Joined his father (who 
had joined his father) in the Building Contracting Business in 
1922, in 1950 incorporated the business, of which he is now Presi
dent. Married to Goldie Myrtle Hall, five children-one son, 
\Valter, in business with his father (so that's four generations), 
four daughters. A Protestant, attends St. Andrew Methodist 
Church in St. Albans. Thirty Second Degree Mason. Rotarian. 
Active in Contractors and Civic Associations. 

Earl is somewhat modest in talking about himself. Gener
ally, in answer to the request "tell us about the iris in your life" 
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we're able to write a book. Joined the American Iris Society ten 
years ago. Has attended the last three National Conventions 
and is "everywhere at once" at bloomtime. Past President of 
the Southern West Virginia Iris Society, one of our fast growing 
areas. He is a methodical hybridizer, working chiefly with reds 
and greens. He is disgusted because his first "keeper" is a flaring 
lilting blue. The Browder garden has about 300 varieties of tall 
bearded iris, along with several species, several hundred dutch, 
some oncos, dwarfs, medians, japs and others. He states that he 
tries to have iris in bloom from late March to killing frost, and 
usually succeeds. 

Our new· R.V.P. likes to tell the story of the Frenchman 
Coue, who brought three words to America in the depression 
years with the avowed intent of selling them for a million dollars 
and returning home, which he did. The words are: ORGANIZE, 
DEPUTIZE, SUPERVISE. Earl has used them happily in his 
own life. From the looks of things he will apply them to Region 
4. Under such an arrangement everyone will have some work 
to do and no one will be overburdened to the point they cannot 
enjoy themselves. 

Richard L. Meagher 

PLAN FOR CHAPTER ORGANIZATIONS 

REGION FOUR, THE AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY 

The following chapter plan was approved at the Regional 
Board meeting in Roanoke on January 20, 1962: 

By explanation: Region 4 is a part of the American Iris So
ciety. The Chapter Organizations within the Region are a part 
of the Region, hence are a part of the A.LS. At one time the 
eastern part of the United States was the center of the iris world. 
This changed and the East lost that honor, a strong effort is 
being made to re-capture it. 
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The American Iris Society is the world authority on the iris. 
We are part of it. We cannot aspire to membership in a mo,re 
authoritative or better iris society, for the simple reason the 
A.I.S. is supreme. 

This "Plan" is built around and for irisarians, who are A.LS. 
members, or people we hope will become members. 

With any effort there is work, for effort in itself is work. 
We grow iris, for the most part for fun. Iris are our hobby. We 
know the peace of garden paths, and would lead others to that 
peace. This plan is set up to simplify our work, lest one member 
in each chapter be overworked. Let each chapter organize along 
the suggested lines and let each officer perform the tasks alloted 
to him, and the chapter will prosper and no one will be over
worked. 

'vVe have no quarrel with other Iris societies. Let each of us 
work well, that ours is the best society we know how to build. 
If we do so we will have no time for thorny troubles and will, 
perchance, bring dissident members into our fold as a reward. 
Assuredly we must be loyal to our own A.LS. 

Suggested Chapter Officers: 

Chapter Chairman 
Assistant Chapter Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
or Secretary-Treasurer 
Membership Chairman 
Publicity Chairman 
Judging Committee 

Where Chapter Organizations of the A.LS. are functioning 
the above officers may be elected by the Chapter Organization 
at a regular meeting or at a special meeting called for that pur
pose. If so elected the Regional Vice President of Region 4 of 
the A.LS. will accept the Chapter Organization as elected. 
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\i\There no Chapter Organization is functioning the A.I.S. 
Regional Vice President will appoint a Chairman for the new 
Chapter. This Chairman will effect an organization by calling 
other local A.LS. Irisarians to a meeting and then electing the 
above officers, or the Chapter Chairman may appoint them. 
Irisarians, who are not A.LS. members, may not hold a chapter 
office. Chapter By-Laws may be adopted at the will and pleasure 
of the chapter members. 

Duties of the Chapter Officers are, in brief: 

Chapter Chairman: The presiding officer and the head of 
the Chapter Organization. This officer coordinates and super
vises the work of the other chapter officers. He keeps interest 
in as high a pitch as possible. He attends as many meetings and 
shows as possible. The chairman must grow and know iris and 
be iris minded, may or may not grow iris commercially. He may 
or may not hybridize. He has much latitude in the promotion 
of A.LS., although he is expected to develop a workable pro
gram for increasing A.LS. membership within his locality. 

Assistant Chapter Chairman: He is assistant to the Chapter 
Chairman, and usually succeeds him in office. He acts as Chair
man in the absence of the Chapter Chairman, or in the event the 
Chapter Chairman cannot serve. 

Secretary: He keeps the Chapter records, minutes of meet
ings, etc. If the Chapter publishes a Newsletter the Secretary 
usually does the actual work. 

Treasurer: He is custodian o.f the Chapter funds. He re
ceives and disburses funds for the Chapter as approved by the 
Chapter Chairman. 

Secretary-Treasurer: A combination of the above offices. 

Membership Chairman: He keeps an accurate record of all 
Chapter members. He should know the interests and abilities of 
each member if possible. He keeps the Regional Membership 
Chairman informed of new members, and works with him in 
trying to prevent "drop-outs." · 
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Auction Chairman: No Regional or Chapter officer works 
for pay. It takes money for the Regional News Cast printing' 
and mailing, for special notices and their postage. Therefore, 
each chapter shall have an annual Auction, the sale of ·surplus 
rhizomes donated by members, (and other flowers). 75% of the 
proceeds of the auctions are to be sent to the Regional Treas
urer. The Chapter Auction Chairman will work with the Re
gional Auction Chairman in order to obtain the best results. 

Publicity Chairman: Obtain publicity for the Iris, the Chap
ter, and the A.LS. in the chapter area at all times. Gather ma
terial for News Cast. Appoint a Reporter to News Cast, if neces
sary, and see to it that at least one story per issue goes to the 
News Cast editor.· Two stories are better in order that a backlog 
of material be on hand. 

Judging Committee: Each chapter has in it some accredited 
A.LS. judges. The duty of this committee, which will be a com
mittee of three judges, will be to judge shows, gardens and new 
seedlings. Particular emphasis is laid on seeing seedlings in the 
hybridizers gardens. At least five judges must visit each hy
bridizer during bloom-time, more if possible. This is one criti
cism from the hybridizers: "We can't get judges to our seedling 
patch." Such neglect must not happen in Region 4. Try to de
velop others in your chapter to the point that they are qualified 
to be appointed judges. vVe do not have our quota of judges, 
due to the fact we do not have enough qualified members. 

It is suggested that all chapter officers serve for three years, 
the same length of time their R.V.P. holds office. 

"The Plan" as hereby offered, is not the work of the Ameri
can Iris Society, in fact they know nothing of it. It is the earnest 
effort of your R.V.P. to combine the knowledge of many chapter 
chairmen that we all may profit from their experiences. 

Earl T. Browder, R.V.P. 

"Let me hear from thee, for where so'er thou art in this 
world"s globe, I'll have an iris that shall find thee out" 

Shakespeare, Henry IV 



COME TO ROANOKE FOR THE 

REGION IV AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING 

MAY 26-27, 1962 

FRIDAY, MAY 25 

Regional Board Meeting 7 :30 P. M. (Regional officers and Chap
ter Chairmen) 

Dinner meeting "Virginia Room" Hotel Roanoke 

GARDEN TOURS 

SATURDAY, MAY 26 

Mr. & Mrs. ]. H. Frantz, Jr. 9:00-10:00 A. M. (Register here) 
Mr. & Mrs. W. 0. Hylton 10 :15-11 :00 A. M. 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard- Meagher 11 :15-12 :00 Noon 
Luncheon 12 :30 P. M. Hidden Valley CC 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Stephenson 2 :00- 2 :45 P. M. 
Mr. & Mrs. John W. McCoy 3 :00- 3 :45 P. M. 
Mrs. ]. C. Barker 4 :00- 4 :30 P. M. 
Banquet 6 :30 P. M. Patrick Henry Hotel 
SUNDAY, MAY 27 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Allen Brown 8 :30-10 :00 A. M. 
Mr. & Mrs. Hal Osborne 10 :30-11 :15 A. M. 

DIRECTIONS TO THE FRANTZ GARDEN 

Arrivals from the West on U. S. 11 and U. S. 460, follow 
U.S. 11 (do not follow Alternate U. S. 11), take Va. Route 119 
on right, first street on Route 119 on right is Tremont Road. 
Follow for three blocks to 813 Tremont Road. 

Arrivals from North, East and South pick up U. S. 11 (do 
not follow Alternate U. S. 11). Follow U. S. 11 through Roa
noke to Salem town limits. One mile from Salem town limits 
sign will be Va. Route 119 on left, turn left on 119. First street 
on right will be Tremont Road. Follow for three blocks to 813 
Tremont Road. 
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WHO IS YOUR EDITOR? 

I have asked all the chapter officers to send me a brief bio
graphical sketch for News Cast. I am writing one in the hope 
of getting the others to respond. 

On:e of the first questions I get is how do I pronounce my 
name. "Marr," yes, I know it has a lot of extra letters in it, but 
so· do sigh and rhizome. Do you pronounce higher "heir" or 
bigger." If you do you may want to call me "miger," I don't 
mind. I have been kidded all my life. Yes, it gets a little dull 
at times! 

I am 52, an architect with a couple of degrees in architecture 
from V.P.I. I have my own business, which is the partnership of 
Wells & Meagher in Roanoke. I have served two terms as presi
dent of the Virginia Chapter of the American Institute of Archi
tects. I was the founding president of the V.P.I. Architectural 
Alumni Association. Served the Roanoke Fine Arts Center as 
president for two terms. I paint as a hobby and have exhibited 
annually at the Roanoke Area Artists Show, and have had a 
number of paintings selected for showing at the Virginia Mu
seum. I am past president of the Roanoke Chapter of the Sons 
of the American Revolution. In church work, I am director of 
music and vestryman at St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Salem, and 
sing in the choir. I served as a Lieutenant Colonel in Army En
gineers in the South Pacific Theater in World Vi/ ar II (They 
called it a theater because it was a continuous horror show). 
My wife, Laura, is an artist, and ha·s studied in this country and 
abroad. She is a William & Mary grad. We have a daughter at 
Hollins College, and a son in his early teens. 

My main interest in iris is hybridizing, which I have been 
doing extensively for eight years. I have been raising iris since 
1927. I grow several thousand seedlings a year, throwing away 
all but a few each season. I have only 73 iris of the last ten 
years vintage. With those and some older ones plus my own 
seedling recrossing I have, I believe, a few good seedlings; but 
that is for you to decide this May if my seedlings are "meager" 
or "mahr." 
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ROANOKE GARDENS 

FLAGPATCH 

Many of you know our brilliant hybridizer, the esteemed 
secretary of the A.I.S., Cliff Benson. If you know Cliff you have 
heard him speak of his wonderful iris creations as "Flags." 

Returning from last year's national convention, still under 
the Benson influence and under the spell of the handsome New 
York and New Jersey gardens, I looked with critical eyes on my 
own simple half-acre. Needless to say, there was a great deal 
wanting, but as I looked at the iris garden almost at peak bloom, 
I remarked, "There's little else to commend it, but that is one 
georgeous flag patch!" With that the place was promptly dub
bed "Flagpatch." Some of you may closely associate it with 
"Dogpatch" but that's all right so long as you don't confuse me 
with "Mammy Yokum." 

Because of easy access "Flagpatch" will probably be the 
first garden you ·will visit on the Regional tour this coming sea
son. There are many second and third year plants, which I hope 
will put on a show for you, such as: EDENITE, CHANCES 
ARE, ENCHANTED VIOLET, HONEY ROCK, MARINER, 
BLACK S\VAN, SPRING VALLEY, ROYAL VIOLET, 
AMETHIST FLAME, MELODRAMA, WHOLE CLOTH, 
BRAVADO, FESTOON, SPRING FESTIVAL, GOLD 
PIECE, BELTON BEAUTY, DOT AND DASH, POINT 
LACE, LOVELY LETTY, FIRENZE, and that queen of pli
catas, ROCOCO. 

I had planned to put in only a dozen or so new plants in 
1961 but, as usual, wound up with about sixty, all are 1959, 60, 
and 61 introductions. Last summer and early fall, with high 
humidity and rain, my new plants suffered, some developed rot 
(which was a new experience for me) with heavy doses of Phal
ton, few were damaged to any extent. I believe you can look 
forward to seeing Cliff Benson's big blue VAN CLIBURN, and 
his equally beautiful but different ISLANDER, · Schreiner's 
LICORICE STICK, Gibson's CAYENNE CAPERS (pictured 
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on the cover of Cooley's 61 catalogue) and his new BLUE 
SPINEL. Tried to get George Shoop's ONE DESIRE but was 
too late and settled for his. SPANISH AFFAIR, a lemon, orange, 
peach beauty with tangerine beard. Am expecting something 
different in Nelson's FRENCH FLAIR, which has increased 
nicely. Plough's LEATHER LACE may not bloom, although it 
has two good fans, it was one that was damaged by rot, how
ever, his LORNA LYNN came through in good fashion. Ordered 
early on Mrs. Hamblen's ORANGE PARADE and received a 
nice rhizome, along with PRETTY CAROL as a gift. I have 
been looking long and hard for a really good orange and have 
every reason to believe ORANGE PARADE is it. There are 
enthusiastic comments about it in the A.LS. Bulletin. Mrs. Hamb
says it is vivid orange, deeper toned beard, heavily substanced, 
nicely formed blossoms on tall, well branched stalks. Sounds 
lush! Couldn't resist Mr. Fay's RIPPLING WATERS. Had 
seen his ARCTIC FLAME and decided it was the one iris I 
wanted above all others, the perfect white with red beard! Surely 
it will bloom for you and me. 

I was much impressed by our own Mrs. Paquet's CHANG
ING WORLD so got it in early. 

Purchased BUCKARO, ALPENROSE and REAL DE
LIGHT at the North Carolina auction and they look good. By 
the way, .that N. C. Auction is a revelation, gives the rest of us 
something to shoot for. 

Some of the others that seem in blooming shape are: OR
CHID JEWEL, FAIR LUZON, TOLL GATE, PRETTY
FIELD, MR. WONDERFUL, MILLIONAIRE, CARLA, 
BLUSH PINK, CHINQUAPIN, HOPE DIVINE, and HIGH 
BARABEE. 

Can't list them all so will close with a most sincere wish 
that you will make a very special effort to come to Roanoke for 
our Regional meeting; that the weather will be fine and fair, and 
that May 26-27 will hit peak bloom right on the button. 

Rena Frantz 

Chapter Chairman Western Va. 
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LANDS END 

Landsend, the garden of Mr. & Mrs. F. Allen Brown, is one 
of the outstanding gardens which will be on tour when the Re
gional meeting is held in Roanoke this year. This garden prob
ably has the best collection of Irises grown in the state. When 
the late Junius Fishburn was living, Mrs. Brown, Frances as 
she is widely known, had quite a large collection and second 
best in this area. Since that time the Brown's garden has ex
panded, adding many of the newer iris each year, and now she 
is the best known Irisarian in the state . 

. If you have not visited the Brown's garden you have missed 
much and you have a pleasant surprise in store. This is a garden 
of great expanse, with planned beauty and a view that you could 
spend days admiring. The garden is a mecca for iris lovers in 
this Region. 

This garden is well planned, not just rows of iris, but de
signed beds, carefully marked with iris grown to perfection. 
Frances not only has Iris but has an outstanding collection· of 
Peonies, including hybrids and species, with many of them bloom
ing with the Iris. There are many other flora of outstanding 
beauty, many unusual evergreens, trees and shrubs. In the spring 
you will find an up-to-date collection of Daffodils and Day Lil
lies. She has a formal garden where she grows a splendid col
lection of almost every type of flower, these give color to the 
garden from the early spring bulbs in March to the latest Chrys
anthemums in the fall. 

Landsend is beautifully landscaped, the beds are well plan
ned, there are separate beds for the iris, daffodils, peonies and 
roses, some of the climbing roses are rare and unusual. Frances 
is having results from some well planned crosses .... Some of her 
seedlings are outstanding and quite lovely, and one "of these days, 
perhaps, Roanoke will be one of the Iris hybridizing centers. 

Her seedling Iris and guest Daffodils are grown in a separ
ate plot commandeered from her husband's vegetable garden. 
(Allen Brown is as good a gardner as his wife, but goes in for 
vegetables instead of flowers). Frances Brown has a great love 
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for flowers and you can see at one time or another, every type 
of flower that will grow in this climate. In t.he early spring here 
blooms a Magnolia Stellata of unmatched beauty, also many dif
ferent Camellias grown to perfection. From mid May until the 
end of June it is the Iris and Peonies that hold the visitor's at
tention. A half dozen varieties of Clematis grow here, don't fail 
to see the white Henryi Clematis trailing over an ivy covered 
stump in the circular Iris garden. Below this garden, look for a 
grouping of the late Azalea Glacia, growing under a large Jap
anese weeping cherry. While her garden is a magnet for all iris 
lovers, the daffodils in early spring attract their admirers to see 
the new named varieties from many hybridizers in this country 
and Europe. Be sure to see the curly willow growing in the 
garden that is so interesting especially to arrangers, who like 
all sorts of delerious curves in plant material. Incidentally, Mrs. 
Brown is not only an .outstanding gardner, but is one of Roa
noke's better flower arrangers. 

At Landsend you will find many of the newer introductions 
in iris. Approximately 100 were added in 1961, including Pa
quet's lovely CHANGING WORLD and PINK RIPPLES, 
these ·were introduced by Mrs. Brown in '61. Look for Alex
ander's PRIDE & JOY and DELIGHTFUL, also guest seed
lings of the O'Brien's. Some of the newer iris to look for are: 
COURT BALLET, CHRISTMAS ANGEL, RIPPLING 
WATERS, ARCTIC SKIES, CRINKLED BEAUTY, LICOR
ICE STICK, SYLVIAN STREAM, MAUVE MINK, GOLDEN 
YEARS, CANDLE FLAME, HAWAIIAN BREEZE, LA 
ROSITA, NEW ARRIVAL, TONALEA, COUNTRYSIDE, 
REAL DELIGHT, DAVE'S ORCHID, HIGH ABOVE, SKY 
FLAME, ONE DESIRE, BRIGHT WORLD, VELVET 
ROBE, LILAC SNOW, LIME JOY, INTRIGUER, SUGAR 
BABE, HONEY HUE, CELESTIAL SNOW, PIETY, ROY AL 
IMAGE, POLKA TIME, GOLD CARGO, CELESTIAL HA
LO, ORCHID DOLL, TERRY LEE, FOAMING SEAS, 
FRENCH FLAIR, RAINBOW GOLD .. LA PALOMA, LOR
NA LYNN, SOARING KITE, ROYAL ANTHEM, DEMET
RIA, CELESTIAL GLORY, PINK SERENITY, BROAD
MEADOW, GYPSY LULLABY, FULL DRESS, APPLE 
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VALLEY, JUNGLE FIRES, TANTALLION, FRILLY 
FRINGES, MILLIONAIRE, CURLS OF GOLD, CREAM 
BALLET, INDIGLOW, PRETTY REDWINGS, DAWN 
FLIGHT, NIKE, STRIPED BUTTERFLY, BOB'S BLUE, 
ANTHEM, COUNTRY CUZZIN, KARACHI, SUNNYDALE, 
TROPHY, TISTOPS, SPRING NOCTURNE, BRIGHTSIDE, 
MARINER, SYMPHONY, GARNET ROY AL, ARCTIC 
FLAME, DAWN CREST, BLACK SWAN, DOT & DASH, 
ROCOCO, JAN ELIZABETH, FAIR LUZON, MAZATLAN, 
MARILYN C, ROMANESQUE, CHINQUAPIN, CASH
MERE, SORORITY GIRL, LILAC FESTIVAL, CAPTAIN 
GALLANT, POET'S DREAM, HOPE DEVINE, SALEM, and 
POINT LACE. 

Last but not least you will see almost 2,000 of Mrs. Brown's 
seedlings many of them blooming for the first time. 

Other gardens on tour for the Regional meeting will be the 
garden of Mr. and Mrs. W. 0. Hylton in Salem. This is a 
lovely garden with a number of other things blooming at the 
same time as the Iris. Mrs. Hlyton grows several hundred Iris, 
with a beautiful background of climbing roses. You will also 
see numerous perennials and blooming shrubs in her garden. 

The garden of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Meagher is very in
teresting. Dick, our past Area Chairman, has thousands of seed
lings, one of them could be a DYKES. He also grows a number 
of Iris, some of the older varieties, and many of the more recent 
introductions. 

In Troutville, not far from Roanoke, is the garden of Mr. 
and Mrs. Hal Osborne. This is a beautiful garden with borders 
of dwarf Hemero<:allis blooming with the Iris. Here you will 
see some of the older varieties, a number of seedlings and some 
of the newer ones grown to perfection in the garden. 

Gardens of two new members of the society will be in
cluded in the tour this spring. The garden of Mr. and Mrs. John 
McCoy and also the garden of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Stephen
son. Mrs. McCoy has been growing Iris for only a few years, 
she has around 200 named varieties some of the older ones, but 
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in the past two years has put in the newer and better ones. In 
this garden are a number of Azaleas, Camellias and a number 
of different hollies. 

The Stephenson garden is beautifully planned. They also 
have around 200 Iris. Many of these are the older introductions, 
but a number of the more recent ones are included. Fred is 
bubbling over with interest and enthusiasm for the Iris. 

Mrs. J. C. Barker's garden most fortunately will be included 
in the tour. She has most of the newer creations along with a 
few of the finer older outstanding varieties. Here you will see 
quite a collection of Peonies, which are usually blooming with 
her Iris, and many other fine things too numerous to mention. 
A most delightful and interesting garden blooming expertly 
under her splendid shade trees. · 

We Iris growers here in Roanoke and the surrounding area 
are looking forward to the Regional meeting and are hoping that 
the weather will be at its best, and that we will have lots of 
beautiful blooms for you to see. 

Mrs. John McCoy 

Secretary, \.Vestern Virginia 

JUDGES TRAINING COURSE 

Dear A.LS. Member, 

One of the largest problems facing our Society is the lack of 
qualified A.LS. Judges. This is brought about by the great in
crease in membership in the past few years. Recognizing this 
problem, we are happy to announce the availability of our Region 
4, A.LS. Judges Training Course. This is a two part course con
sisting of theory or book work and la:boratory or garden work. 
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BOOK WORK 

This part will be conducted by means of a correspondence 
course, the text is "Handbook for Judges and Exhibitions." The 
text has only SO pages. The trainee will be given a list of approx
imately 150 questions to be answered with the aid of book if de
sired. Successful completion of this phase is required to enter 
the Garden Work part. 

GARDEN WORK 

This part of the course will be conducted by a panel of ac
credited A.LS. Judges under the direction of your Area Chair
man. This will be conducted during iris bloom season and will 
consist of both garden and exhibition judges. The Area Chair
man will notify the trainee of time and place for conducting this 
part of the training program. 

On successful completion of this training course a certificate 
will be issued. Successful completion does not assure appoint
ment as a judge, as many factors such as experience, ability to 
visit gardens, etc., are taken into consideration when judges are 
appointed. This course will help you to know and enjoy iris 
more oven if you are not interested in becoming an accredited 
judge. 

The cost of this training course to the trainee is $1.00, which 
includes the text and cost of printing the training course ques
tions. The course will be available by March 1, 1962. Speed is 
important as the Garden Training will take place early in bloom 
season this year. 

Interested members should fill in the enclosed· blank and re-
turn as soon as possible to: 

Mr. J. H. Wilson 
3401 Rockingham Road 
Greensboro, N. C. 

Any questions regarding training course should be sent to 
the same address. 
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1962 l\1El\IBERSHIP CAMPAIGN 

As in the previous six annual drives to increase member
ship, the '62 campaign began October 1, 1961 and closes Sep
tember 30, 1962. Goals of a 25% increase over Regional mem
bership totals of October 1, 1961 have been established. Let 
this goal be the minimum objective for our region. The Na
tional Membership Chairman is our own Claude C. O'Brien and 
we cannot-must not-let him down for two reasons. First, 
the love and effection we all hold for this dedicated Irisarian 
who has done so much for us; second, to justify the trust and 
confidence the national organization has reposed in a member 
of Region 4 to carry out this very important responsibility. 

It is a truism that no organization can exist which cannot 
justify its existence. Nor can an organization stand still, it must 
be dynamic and grow, both in its services and the number of 
people who participate in its activities or else it withers and dies. 

Growth in membership, net over the losses due to attrition 
for the usual reasons, is one of the best indices of how well the 
A.LS. is justifying its existence. How well our organization 
grows depends entirely upon how much we individually con
tribute, not how much we get out of A.LS. The more we give, 
the more we will receive. For this reason I would point out that 
membership is not only a quantitative but a qualitative thing as 
\Vell. Seek out new members whom you think, with encourage
ment and help, will develop and contribute to the A.LS. This 
type of member is worth five of the kind you talk mto paying 
their dues and then don't renew the following year. In fact, the 
A.LS. actually loses money on these "flashes in the pan" and you 
have wasted your time and effort. 

Of course, as in most things, there are two sides to a story. 
Many of these "flash in the pan" members, had we followed 
up with personal contacts, telephone calls, letters, etc., would 
have maintained their interest in A.LS., felt that they were part 
of the group and were deriving sufficient benefit to maintain their 
memberships. The effectiveness of the Bulletin and News Cast 
is limited because of their impersonal nature. There is no sub- · 
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stitute for personal contacts, the most effective agent for main
taining membership interest. Let each member show a personal 
interest in every other member and contact them by what ever 
means are available at every opportunity. This is particularly 
true with regard to new members and by those who solicited 
the new member. By so doing we discover additional areas of 
common interest and weld ever stronger the bonds of A.LS. An 
increase in these activities by each member would in turn help 
solve to a great degree our problem of "drop-outs," members 
who join and then don't renew. 

The regional goals which have been set this year for in
creased membership are nominal. To me they constitute an ad
mission, or recognition, that only one out of four of our present 
membership will have sufficient interest and initiative to get out 
and get one new member. I do not believe this is true of Region 
4 membership. A job which is everybody's job is nobody's job, 
so I urge each and every member of Region 4 to personally set 
their own goal of a minimum of one new member for '62. I can 
think of a lot of excuses but no good reason why each of us 
could not attain our indiV'idual goals of at least one new member. 
If we do this, Claude could really "bust his buttons" with pride 
(and so could the entire region). 

As an added incentive there is a New Co.ntest Plan this year. 
Some of the features, different from previous contests, are that 
a contestant competes only with the members in his own region 
(not entire A.LS) ; awards are more numerous; contestants are 
rewarded in proportion to their accomplishments and awards to 
R.V.P.s will be on the basis of lowest net loss of members. 

The Contest Plan and Rules are as follows: 

For every six new members secured by a contestant an 
award of a single individual one year membership will be made, 
or 

For every seven new members secured by a contestant an 
award of a one year Family membership will be made, i.e., each 
unit of six or seven new members secured by a contestant will 
be awarded a year's membership in the Society, single or family, 
as the case may be. 
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IN ADDITION 

In Regions making their quotas of 25% increase in member
ship, the contestant securing the greatest number of new mem
bers will be av.'arded a five year membership over and above the 
awards, earned under above terms. 

Contestants will be credited according to the following 
schedule: 

Type Membership 
Single Annual 
Family Annual 
Single Triannual 
Family Triannual 
Sustaining 
Research 
Life Memberships 
Change from Single Annual 

to Family 
Change from Single Trian

nual to Family 

RULES 

Will Count as 
1 new member 
2 new members 
3 new members 
5 new members 
5 new members 

10 new members 
25 new members 

1 new member 

2 new members 

1. Eacl;i new membership must be sent to Regional Vice Presi
dent or Regional Membership chairman within one week 
after secured. 

2. To facilitate accurate records and credits each new member
ship must be on a separate slip, showing name, address, type 
membership and date, together with name and address of 
contestant securing new member. 

3. Renewal of memberships after a lapse of one year will be 
counted as a new member. 

4. New memberships received by our Secretary in St. Louis 
office after September 30, 19"2 -will not be counted. 

AWARDS FOR RVP 

The major problem is to keep members. The awards offered 
RVP's will be for that p....::pose. 
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To the RVP with lowest percentage of net loss in members 
an award of a life membership in our Society. 

To the RVP with second lowest percentage of net loss in 
members an award of a ten year membership in our Society. 

To the RVP with third lowest percentage of net loss in mem
bers an award of a five year membership in our Society. 

RULES 

1. Records of our Secretary will be the basis for figuring 
the percentages, as of September 30, 1962. 

You now know the "Who," "What," "Where," "When" and 
"Why" of· the membership campaign. The "Who" is you, each 
individual member. This is not a "let George do it" job nor one 
that can be done by the officers alone. Our officers can do no 
better job than the support and assistance given them by each 
of us individually. The future of our organization lies in the 
sum of contributions in time and effort of each member. Let 
each of us meet this responsibility and with particular emphasis 
in increasing our membership and seeing that the new members 
become "old" members and not "ex" members. 

Well, folks, there's the job! What are you going to do? 

Edward B. Simms 
Regional Membership Chairman 
#1 Lawnview Road 
Charleston 4, West Virginia 

P. S. To clear up a point upon which there seems to be a 
general uncertainty. Send all new, or changes of memberships 
which come within the scope of the '62 Contest Plan to me. I 
keep the records for this purpose and otherwise would have no 
way of knowing who was to be credited with what. I will for
ward them to A.LS. in St. Louis. A regular renewal should be 
sent directly to Mr. Clifford W. Benson, Executive Secretary, 
American Iris Society, 2237 Tower Grove Boulevard, St. Louis 
10, Missouri. 
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WHO IS YOUR lVlOUNTAINEER CHAPTER CHAIRMAN? 

DR. CLAUDE J. DA VIS 

I was born in Asheville, N. C., on December 22, 1923, and 
grew up on a small mountain farm near Robbinsville, N. C., in 
the Great Smoky Mountains. I was graduated from Robbins
ville High School in April, 1940. I spent three years in the Army 
Air Force during World War II, most of it in the South Pacific. 

After attending five different colleges and universities, I re
ceived a doctor of philosophy degree in political science from 
the University of Tennessee in August, 1957. Immediately after
wards, I began my employment as a research assistant in the 
Bureau for Government Research at West Virginia University. 
On July 1, 1961, I became Director of the Bureau. 

I was married to Miss Lucile Mulkey of Andrews, N. C., on 
June 9, 1950. We now have two adopted children: Terence Je
rome ("Terry"), age 6, and Teresa Susanne ("Susie"), age 4. 
The most exciting thing which will happen to my family this 
year (I hope) is that a contractor will start building us a new 
home in Morgantown this spring or early summer. 

I have always been interested in flowers. My interest in 
irises began in 1953 when I saw my first modern irises in a 
public planting at the University of Tennessee. That year I pur
chased a few award winning irises and began hybridizing them 
the following year. In 1955, I definitely settled on hybridizing 
for a red iris, which has been my prime interest in irises since 
that time. I now have a garden of near 400 named varieties, 
which include all the Dykes Medal winners and all but ten of 
those winning the Award of Merit since 1950. 

Hybridizing of irises has been my one and only hobby since 
1954. However, the recent development of heart and kidney 
trouble has led my doctor to forbid me to do anything strenuous. 
Whether this precludes any further hybridizing remains to be 
seen. I fervently hope not. 
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A CENTENNIAL IRIS GARDEN 
REGION IV MEETING MAY 25th-26th, 1963 

WEST VIRGINIA CENTENNIAL YEAR 

The Southern West Virginia Iris Society was organized as 
a part of Region IV of the American Iris Society in the year 
1959. We will be host to the Regional Meeting in 1963. 

The year 1963 is also the Centennial year of the State of 
West Virginia. These two events coming at the same time offered 
a wonderful opportunity to honor our state and to promote the 
Iris. Thus the Centennial Iris Garden ca,me into being-first as 
an idea-then a plan-now a planting. 

THE ADENA PEOPLE 

Long before the Indians, a Pre-Historic Race inhabited the 
Ohio and Kanawha River Valleys, in what is now West Vir
ginia. They left many mounds-mounds they had built of earth 
ranging from 25 feet in diameter to several hundred feet. The 
height is roughly one-fifth the diameter. These appear to have 

been burial mounds for their Chieftains whose remains, along 
with artifacts and other items, were found when the Smithsonian 
Institute opened some of the larger mounds in 1890 and 1891. 

SHAWNEE RESERVATION 

An Adena Mound approximately one hundred (100) feet in 
diameter is located at Camp Shawnee about eight miles west of 
Charleston, West Virginia, on the north side of the Kanawha 
River adjacent to State Route #25. This reservation is a one 
hundred and sixteen acre tract of land that is bein~ developed 
as a recreational area by the Parks and Recreation Commission 
of The Kanawha County Court. This mound has been designated 
as a central feature of the park area. It has been restored and 
enclosed as a formal garden area with landscaping and flower 
beds. 

CENTENNIAL IRIS GA•RDEN 

The Adena Mound, approximately 100 feet in diameter and 
20 feet high, is the focal point of the Centennial Iris Garden. 

23 



Twelve beds approximately five (5) feet by twenty-two (22) 
feet long circle the base of the mound. These beds are raised 
and bordered by native stone and they have been designated by 
Roman Numerals to simulate a clock. These beds will be viewed 
from the front with the rich green carpet of the mound grass as 
a background (a photographer's dream). 

An area 160 feet square around this mound is enclosed with 
a split rail fence with Iris beds lining the fence on the inside, 
broken only by the four entrances and occasional rustic benches. 

· The 12 beds thus created are identified as intermediate points 
of the compass with four entrances designated as North, East, 
South and West. Extensive lawn area exists between the inner 
"Clock" beds and the outer "Compass" beds. 

The Centennial Iris Garden will consist of 536 of the newest 
and best iris. Each planting is in conformity to a location plan 
with numbered positions in each of the 24 beds. The beds will 
be marked and easily identifiable. The plants will be clearly 
and accurately labeled. Every effort is being made to create an 
unusual and outstanding iris garden-one of the very best in the 
United States. 

Included in this planting are the following: 

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 

more). 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 
(8) 

above). 

All AM winners for 1956, '57, '58, '59, '60, '61. 
Most HM winners for 1958, '59, '60, '61. 
Generally introductions of 1958 and later (70% or 

A large number of 1960 and 1961 introductions. 
Some 1962 varieties. 
A commercial seedling bed. 
A Region IV seedling bed. 
No introductions prior to 1955 (except AM winners 

Note: Dykes Winners and many other good iris may be seen 
in the Gardens of our members in this area. 
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At Garden Tour Time in 1963 there will be available for 
distribution a pamphlet listing for each planting the following 
information : 

(1) Variety (Alphabetically) 
(2) Introducer 
(3) Year of Introductions 
(4) Awards (if any) 
(5) Location in the Garden 
(6) Name of sponsor (or donor) 

Individuals, or growers, who sponsor an entire bed consist
ing of 12 or more varieties, having a retail value of not less than 
$200, are to receive acknowledgment in the form of a modest 
plaque mounted in front of their bed. 

The Centennial Iris Garden near Charleston, West Virginia, 
County Parks and Recreation Commission, yoar hosts for '63 
would like to extend to you Friendly Greetings-A Cordial In
vitation-A \iVarm \iVelcome-\Vest Virginia Hospitality. 

W. D. Kelly 

CALLING REGION IV HYBRIDIZERS 

The Southern West Virginia Iris Society and the Kanawha 
that is being developed in connection with the Region IV meet
ing in 1963, and also in honor of West Virginia's Centennial, will 
include a seedling bed exclusively for Region IV members. It 
is urged that every hybridizer, whether amateur or professional, 
plac:e at least one of their "babies" in this bed. A.LS. guesting 
rules will apply. Any hybridizer in the Region may furnish up 
to five different seedlings. It is suggested, where stock permits. 
that you furnish three (3) rhizomes of each in order to assure a 
clump effect by 1963. 

Seedlings, together with a brief description of color, height 
and identification number should be shipped not later than June 
30th, to E. L. Poff, 2524 Kanawha Terrace, St. Albans, West 
Virginia. 

W. D. Kelly 
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IRIS NEEDED FOR CENTENNIAL GARDEN 

Briefly the story is this-the Southern West Virginia Iris 
Society has acquired over 300 varieties of the newest and best 
iris with a retail value in excess of $4,000.00. These are for the 
Centennial Iris Garden being developed in connection with the 

Region IV meeting in Charleston, West Virginia, on May 25th 
and 26th, 1963. After bloom in '63 the surplus iris will be auc
tioned for the benefit of Region IV of the American Iris Society. 
Therefore, we will purchase iris if we have to, but only as a last 
resort. 

Let's start at the other end. All iris in this garden will be 
listed alphabetically in a printed pamphlet and the sponsor (or 
donor) will be acknowledged. It would be wonderful if the name 
of every member of A.LS. in Region IV appeared at least once 
in this pamphlet. Check the "We Want" list and see if you can 
find one or more you can furnish. If you have something good 
that is not on this list write us about it. If we don't have it we 
can surely enlarge the list. 

ADORN 
ALALOA 
ALICE LEMEN 
ARCTIC FLAME 
ARCTIC SKIES 
BALLADEER 
BELLE PRAIRIE 
BLACKNESS 
BLACK SWAN 
BLUE MI•RAGE 
BLUE SAILS 
BOBS BLUE 
BOUNDING MAIN 
CARVED JADE 
CASHMERE 
CASTANET 
CHANCES ARE 

W. D. Kelly 

"WE WANT" 
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Smith 59 
Gibson 59 
Plough 
Fay 60 
Fay 59 
Palmer 60 
Schmeltzer 60 
Lewis 
Fay 60 
El Dorado 60 
Brown 60 
Craig 59 
Smith 
Lyon 60 
Fay59 
Buttrick 
Schaan 

$17.50 
5.00 
6.00 

20.00 
15.00 
18.00 
8.00 

12.50 
15.00 
10.00 
12.50 
20.00 
8.00 

15.00 
20.00 
9.00 

22.50 



CHIPETA G. Benson 59 3.00 
CHRISTMAS ANGEL DeForest 60 15.00 
COMMENDABLE Sass 59 12.50 
CONCLUSION Mkt. 
COURT BALLET Moldovan 60 20.00 
CREAM BALLET Schortman 60 25.00 
CURLS OF GOLD Schortman 60 25.00 
DAWN CREST DeForest 60 18.50 
DAWN FLIGHT Brown 60 15.00 
DAWN STAR DeForest 60 18.50 
DEBONAIRE PINK Rogers 59 10.00 
DOCTOR BOB Smith 8.00 
DRIFTING CLOUD Lyon 60 17.00 
EARTH ANGEL Saxton 60 15.00 
ENCHANTERS VIOLET Soper 
FIRST CURTAIN Tell 57 10.00 
FLAG SHIP Tompkins 60 15.00 
FLIRT Ga tty 20.00 
FOX GRAPES Fox 59 5.00 
FRIEDA'S FAVORITE Craig 60 50.00 
FRIENDSHIP Gatty 60 25.00 
FROSTED MINT Brizendine 60 5.0() 
FULL DRESS 0. Brown 60 18.00 
FULL VOLTAGE Tompkin·s 20.00 
GALA GOWN Corey 59 18.00 
GAY COQUETTE Palmer 59 15.00 
GOLD CA:RGO Lyon 59 25.00 
GOLD CUP Murray 56 3.00 
GOLDEN SWALLOR 
GOLDEN WINGS Sass 60 12.50 
HELEN HAYES Cassebeer 59 
HIGH SOCIETY Sass 60 15.00 
HOLD THAT TIGER Lauck 58 
ILLINNI GOLD Varner 12.00 
IMPERIAL WOMAN Smith 11.00 
INNUENDO Babson 7.50 
ISLANDER Benson 60 15.00 
JERSEY BEAUTY Schortman 60 25.00 
JUNGLE SHADOWS Sass 60 10.00 
KAM IV 8.00 
KRAKATOA Knopf 60 20.00 
LACE FLOUNCES Corey 59 
LUTE SONG Tompkins 60 20.00 
MAIN EVENT Peterson 60 17.50 
MARINER Ben-son 60 15.00 
MEMPHIS LASS Schortman 57 10.00 
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MIDNIGHT WALTZ Burbridge 60 15.00 
MISTY ORCHID 10.06 
MONEE Goett 58 
MOUNTAIN MUSIC Tompkins 59 15.00 
NEW ARRIVAL Fay 60 15.00 
NIKE Nelson 59 15.00 
NUDE WITH ORANGE Ohl 60 15.00 
PACIFIC PANORAMA Sexton 60 15.00 
PERI QUE Beattie 60 25.00 
PINK DRIFT Ohl-Sass 59 7.50 
PINK FASHION Olson 60 15.00 
PINK FULFILLMENT Tell 54 10.00 
POETS DREAM 0. Brown 58 8.00 
PURPLE HEART 12.00 
RHAPSODY IN BLUE 
RIMFJtRE Tompkins 60 15.00 
ROYALTY VELVET Noyd 58 5.00 
SATAN'S CHOICE Plough 59 10.00 
SIERRA ROSE Rogers 
SIERRA SKIES Schortman 54 2.50 
SIL VER PALOMINO 
SNOW TRACERY Wills 12.00 
SADBURY RIVER Buttrick 60 15.00 
SUNSWEPT Palmer 59 15.00 
TANT ALLOW 0. Brown 59 10.00 
TENDERNESS Knopf 60 20.00 
TERRY ANN Campbel! 60 10.00 
TERRY LEE Schmeltzer 59 12.50 
TWO JEWELS Whiting 59 
WAR PAINT Palmer 7.50 
WAVE CAP Schliefert 58 10.00 
WAYWARD WIND Baker 58 7.50 
WEDDING RING 
WENATCHEE KID Noyd 59 12.50 
WONDERFUL WHITE Tell 60 30.00 

Bliss Garman's tribute to the white iris, as a princess that 
swayed men "ere Babylon was builded or a stone laid in Tyre" 
)s substantiated in fact by the discovery of an iris flower on a 
bas-relief of the time of Thotmes III, about 1500 B. C. 

Handbook of Garden Irises, Dykes page 153 
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No GIFTS - THEN LET'S SWAP 

Check the "Will Trade" list below. Our trade policy is this
no reasonable offer refused. (Reasonable being defined as that 
condition where we get more than you do). No nubbins please
instead, send 3 of a kind if you have plentiful stock. Ship them 
early. Remember that this is a 62 planting for 63 display. Every
thing has to be right to get a good showing on a one year 
planting. 

ALLA GLOW 
ALLEGIANCE 
APPLE VALLEY 
BLUE PARASOL 
BLUSH PINK 
CALDRON 
CAPTAIN GALLANT 
CELESTIAL SNOW 
CENTER GLOW 
CHARLES FOWLER 
CHI CHI _ 
CHINA GATE 
CLOUD DANCER 
COTLET 
CRISPETTE 
DEEP BLACK 
DEMETRIA 
DOTTED SWISS 
EDENITE 
ELEANOR'S PRIDE 
EMMA COOK 
ENCOUNTER 
FAIR LUZON 
FINEST HOUR 
FIRE CHIEF 
FRILLY FRINGES 
ICE & LIME 
JAN ELIZABETH 
KISS OF FIRE 
LA NEGRA FLOR 
MAGNET 
MARY PICKFORD 

"WILL TRADE" 
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Tompkins 58 
P. Cook 58 
Deforest 58 
Bartholomew 59 
D. Hall 59 
Schreiners 57 
Schmelzer 59 
Bro Charles 57 
Noyd 57 
Watkins 59 
Hall 59 
Plough 58 
Plough 59 
Noyd 58 
Schreiners 54 
Cook 55 
Hinkle 58 
Sass 55 
Plough 59 
Watkins 56 
P. Cook 59 
Benson 56 
Hamblen 60 
Stevens 58 
Gaylon 59 
Bro Charles 56 
Tompkins 58 
Muhlestein 59 
Plough 60 
Crosby 57 
Nelson 58 
Bensen 59 

10.00 
10.00 
8.00 

10.00 
7.50 
2.50 

15.00 
10.00 . 
2.00 
9.00 
6.00 
2.50 

20.00 
5.00 
1.50 
2.00 

10.00 
3.50 

20.00 
6.00 

17.50 
3.00 

20.00 
5.00 

10.00 
3.00 
5.00 

20.00 
17.50 
10.00 
7.50 

10.00 



MELODRAMA 
MILLIONAIRE 
ONE DESIRE 
PINK ENCHANTMENT 
POLKA TIME 
PRETTY CAROL 
PRINCESS ANNE 
RAINBOW GOLD 
REAL DELIGHT 
ROYAL RUBY 
ROYAL CANADIAN 
SOA!RING KITE 
SOUTH PACIFIC 
TRIUMVIRATE 
VALIMAR 
VELVET ROBE 

P. Cook 56 
Brizedine 58 
Shoop 60 
Tell 54 
Schortman 57 
Hamblen 59 
Zorbrigg 58 
Plough 60 
Walters 60 
Goodman 60 
Edminson 60 
Nelson 58 
Smith 54 
Watkins 57 
Hamblen 58 
Schreiners 60 

No GIFTS! No TRADE! LET'S BuY! 

10.00 
7.50 

25.00 
10.00 
20.00 
12.00 
10.00 
25.00 
15.00 
20.00 
25.00 
10.00 
2.50 
7.00 
7.50 

15.00 

If you don't like to give, and you haven't anything to trade, 
then let's buy something. You pick it from the "We Want" list 
and send the retail price. We will buy it for you and grow it in 
the Centennial Garden under your name. At auction time in 
1963 you get the best rhizome from this clump, plus bonus iris 
of equal value. (Two for one). 

Stop here if you have been sold on one of the above deals. 
Otherwise,· hear this ! You can sponsor one of the 1. welve beds 
that circle the base of the Adena Mound in the Centennial Gar
den. The requirements are 15 varieties having a retail value of 
not less than $200.00. These beds are raised and bordered with 
a low native stone wall. A modest plaque will be mounted in 
front of each sponsored bed inscribed "Courtesy of ----

-----------------·" Six beds are com
plete, three are tentatively assigned, which leaves three unas
signed. Hurry! 
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If you can't send iris, o.k., send encouragement. We would 
like to hear from you. 

W. D. Kelley, Chairman Procurement Comm. 
Southern West Virginia Iris Society 
407 Greenbrier Street 
Charleston, West Virginia 

P. S. To Southern West Virginia Iris Society members who 
have not yet participated - THIS GOES DOUBLE FOR YOU. 

THE IRIS BUG BIT ME 

We had been growing Iris for several years just for the 
beauty of them, not interested in names. We were invited to 
attend the Region 4 Iris meeting in North Carolina in 1960 with 
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Browder so we agreed to go. In the car :with 
us was Jeff Davis from Morgantown, another great Iris grower. 
While he and Earl talked Iris I just listened. By the time we 
arrived in Statesville, I had learned my first Iris lesson. I didn't 
know there was so much to learn about them. 

After arriving at the hotel and having a very pleasant even
ing with other Irisarians, we retired to our rooms for a good 
night's rest, waiting for the surprises of tomorrow. We were 
out early the next morning, had breakfast and headed for Se
ville's Iris gardens. When I found myself standing in the middle 
of a garden of more than 2,000 varieties, there is where the bug 
bit me. We enjoyed every minute of the day including luncheon 
at the Country Club. That afternoon we motored to Greensboro 
touring gardens along the way. The rain began to come down, 
but it didn't stop us from looking at Iris. That evening at Greens
boro we had our banquet and business meeting. During the 
.:ourse of the meeting Mr. Browder invited Regional meeting to 
West Virginia :in 1~. 
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The next morning being Sunday and still raining we visited 
Mr. and J\frs. Claude O'Brien's garden, where we were served 
coffee and cookies before entering. \Ve saw several nice Iris 
in bloom including \VHOLE CLOTH, which I thought was 
the prettiest Iris I had ever seen. After a pleasant morning 
looking at Iris we headed back to \Vest Virginia. On our way 
back we all had plenty to talk about. On arriving at our home 
in St. Albans we went immediately to our garden to see if any 
of our Iris were in bloom. Sometime later a£.ter our Iris were 
in bloom and our vegetable garden was growing, Earl and I 
were looking over the garden and he said, "Here is where we 
are going to have a show garden in '63." I said, "we are?" The 
next day or so I began to dig up my unnamed Iris and gave them 
all away, also carrots, beets and everything that was in my way, 
and began to lay off beds for named Iris. The rest of the summer 
I was very busy planning our garden and putting in the raised 
beds with 6 ft. walkways between them. At the end of that 
season I had about 100 Iris including one bed of all Dykes Win
ners of which we had fun finding all of them. 

After the blooming season of '61, I began to secure Iris to 
finish filling the beds. With the help of some of my Iris friends 
I was able to finish my garden I started after the Regional meet
ing. Some of the Iris I have included are "WHOLE CLOTH, 
CHINQUAPIN, MELODRAMA, ALLAGLOW, BUTTER
SCOTCH KISS, IRISH LINEN, KIMBERLEY, FABU
LOUS and many other good Iris. 

Ernest L. Poff 
2524 Kanawha Terrace 
St. Albans, West Virginia 

Pliny, who entertained high opinion of the medical value of 
scents, declared that as many as forty-two ailments were curable 
by the scent of the iris. 

Pliny 23~79 A.D. 
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How WE FINANCE REGION 4 

First of all let me tell you your Regional and Chapter Of
ficers do not work for money. Even for our personal expenses 
we dip into the family sugar bowl and merrily go about our 
appointed tasks. 

Unfortunately the printer and the mail man, not being smit
ten by Irisitis, do no such thing. So we must pay them if there 
is to be a News Cast. 

How shall we pay them? Many Regions charge for their 
Regional Publication. In Region 4 we do not. To the contrary, 
News Cast is sent free of charge to all A.LS. members in Region 
4 and to A.LS. Officers and Regional Vice Presidents. The cost, 
quite frankly, is approximately $2.00 per member per year. 

It was the sense of your Regional Board at a meeting in 
Roanoke, January 20, 1962, that our Regional expenses should 
be defrayed by means of iris auctions, shows and sales. They 
also felt that each Chapter should undertake one or more of the 
means each year. Further, that after the expenses were paid 
that at least 75% of the proceeds should be sent to the Regional 
Treasurer. In so doing everyone is given an opportunity to do 
their fair share. 

Auctions, shows and sales are fun. They give each member 
an opportunity to meet and enjoy the fellowship that is such a 
great part of our being. They also offer the opportunity to ac
quire recent introductions at attractive prices. 

Your Region is not money mad. At the same time it must 
have funds if it is to serve you. News Cast is but one of many 
benefits we "\Nill be able to bring you-if we have money. 

Your Chapter Chairman will be glad to have your help and 
your suggestions. Why not call or write yours today and offer 
your help? I know they will appreciate it and will be glad you 
were so thoughtful. 
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V ARIETIAL COMMENTS FROM CALIFORNIA 

W. T. ALLEN 

In far off California there are many fine iris grown in both 
commerical and private gardens. It is an area where growers 
are most enthusiastic over the many varieties of the genus. One 
of the Societies for growers in this area is the Kern County Iris 
Society. Two years ago, in 1960, it started publishing a news
letter that is full of Society business, local area events and in
formative articles on such subjects as the culture and hybridiz
ing of Iris. 

This publication is edited by Irene Poston of Bakersfield, 
California, who like many growers in Bakersfield, have small 
but well cared for gardens. The duties of editor are heavy and 
require much of her time, but like most of us she is a first class 
garden enthusiast. In a recent letter she commented on several 
garden varieties that I felt growers in Region IV would enjoy 
reading about. Some of her varietial comments are condensed 
here from that letter. 

In the whites there are so many pretty ones, and each so 
different, it would be hard to decide on a favorite. CELESTIAL 
SNOW is my newest one and I was really happy with it. Tall, 
well-branched, three flowers opened at once and such big ruffled 
beauties. I guess it outranked NEW SNOW and my old CAPI
TOL with its nice fuzzy beard. 

In medium blues Mrs. Sexton's PACIFIC PANORAMA 
was the most beautiful in my yard, and was the most vigorous 
growing plant I have. It is tall, well-branched and the flower 
is quite blue. I noticed the sun brings out the violet lights in all 
blues. When planted in the shade they are much bluer. AL
LEGIANCE is a lovely velvet blue with a smooth tailored shape. 

BLACK TAFFETA is my favorite dark iris. 

I have TALL CHIEF to compare with MAD HATTER. 
In other older browns I have EBONY ECHO and VOO DOO 
... they both have such lovely flaring forms. 
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GOLD FORMAL was the yellow I became most excited 
about this year. It was a new plant to me. After dividing it this 
year, and placing it in two locations the plants are big and healthy 
with lots of increase. It is from PACIFIC PANORAMA. 
GOLDEN CROWN is another of my favorites. I have it in 
combination with SOLID GOLD and MAD HATTER which 
make a nice combination. GOLDEN CRO\VN burns in our hot 
sun and needs afternoon shade. It does have a lovely wide shape 
that others in the same combination lack. I still haven't seen a 
good clear yellow to come up to the qualities of the whites, laven
ders, and blues available. Imagine a velvet yellow ... wouldn't 
that be beautiful! GOLDEN MASTERPIECE would be out
standing if I could get it to grow vigorously. Last year the buds 
turned wet (looking like a frost bit flower) and I only had two 
blooms from a clump. These two blooms were beautiful though 
... lovely heavy texture, silky, flaring shape. It is a late bloomer. 
BRAVADO was beautiful in Oregon, but even with afternoon 
shade it was limp and floppy in our heat. 

MEMPHIS LASS and HAPPY MEETING are my two 
favorite plicatas. 

The above comments mean little to us in Region IV with
out some comparison of the weather and Irene had something to 
add about it. In mid January, 1962, due to mild weather, several 
bloom stalks were in the tight bud stage in her garden. PA
TIENCE and a STARSHINE seedling were getting far ahead of 
the season. A newspaper clip-ping that was enclosed listed the 
Seasonal Total Rainfall as ... 1.03 inches! 

Most of the gardeners in the Bakersfield area are much de
voted to some of the older iris (which must indicate they per
form well for them) such as ELMOHR, AMIGO, and JO
SEPH'S MANTLE. 

"the flower-de luce for his excellent beautie and raritie de
serveth first place" 

] ohn Parkinson 
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ON THE TRAIL OF A PINK SIBERIAN 

James M. Aultz 

On the trail of a pink Siberian iris for the garden, this 
writer has been led to scan catalogs, leaf through old copies of 
garden magazines, read back numbers of Region 4 News Cast 
and the A.LS. Bulletin, and finally to peruse a copy of Garden 
Irises, for an authoritative word on the subject. 

Furthermore, letters have been exchanged with hybridizers 
and a grower who should have some pertinent ideas on the 
matter. Now comes an appeal to all readers who grow Siber
ians : can you help us? 

What will be the end result of all this activity? Probably 
someone right around the corner will write in to say, "But I 
have had one for years." Well, good! If you'll send or sell a 
plant, or tell where one can be bought, the trail ends happily, 
here and now. 

All of this began, innocently enough, with a magazine ad 
in color ... which should have been warning enough, for the 
pretty pictures-though they may not lie-do sometimes give a 
false impression. Anyway, the ad was misplaced before an order 
could be sent, as frequently happens in such instances. 

Some time later, while visiting Mrs. Loren Hinchman in 
her beautiful Logan, West Virginia garden, my attention was 
called to a pale blue Siberian, "that was supposed to be pink, 
but you can see how it turned out," the owner said. "Maybe my 
planting it next to that old rotten tree stump caused it to change 
color." The lady gave me a piece of it, on the off-chance that 
it will bloom pink for me. 

And dear Mrs. Hubert Johnson, of Jam est own, North Caro
lina, if a "light pink FAIRY DAWN" blooms in your garden 
as you say in your article on Siberian Irises, Region 4 News 
Cast, April, 1961 ... tell me, is it. really pink, and how I can 
get one, please? 
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A frequent contributor to garden magazines, whose name 
appears often in Garden Irises is that of F. W. Cassebeer of New 
York State, who knows of no pink Siberian Iris in commerce, 
although mauves, like HELEN ASTOR and others are available. 

Might "Pink Siberians and Minor Frustrations"-written by 
William G. McGarvey for the October, 1961 A.LS. Bulletin give 
me a clue to the illusive plant? Mr. Cassebeer thought so. The 
article begins with the intriguing statement, "Some pinks of 
rather good quality come from a cross designed to learn some
thing about _the genetic make-up of the fine Siberian from H. F. 
Hall, ROY AL ENSIGN." Alas! Mr. McGarvey gives no names 
of such plants of quality that are available to the general public. 

The next step was a letter to Dr. McGarvey at the State 
University of New York in Oswego, for further information, 
and there the matter stands at the moment: we are rather warm, 
if not precisely hot, on the trail of a pink Siberian. 

Mr. Aultz is a former Secretary-Treasurer of the Southern West Vir
ginia Iris Society and is now Publicity Chairman of the Huntington (W. 
Va.) Area Iris Society. Address: 1010 Thirteenth Street, Huntington, 
West Virginia. 

EASTERN SHORE OF MARYLAND 

PICNIC AND DINNER l\.1EETING 

By Delma D. Glenn 

The home of Esther and Warren Brooks, "Happy Talk" on 
Deal Island, was the scene of much fun and activity on Sunday, 
September 10. This was the ninth meeting of the Eastern Shore 
Iris Society, and members as well as their families and friends 
gathered for a buffet style picnic and meeting. The 36 present 
enjoyed crab cakes, fried chicken, homemade bread and cakes, 
potato salad, cold drinks, and everything that goes with a good 
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picnic. Eunice Kelley, our program chairman planned this most 
of the conversation, the main topic of the day was "Iris." 
enjoyable outing. Besides the good food, and the pleasures of 
fellowship, there was, of course, the subject if iris. Regardless 

The meeting was called to order at 5 o'clock by our presi
dent, Warren Brooks. The presentation of an initialed charm 
bracelet with a special inscription on the back, was made to our 
past president, Margaret Griffith, in appreciation of her untiring 
efforts in organizing our society. We are all very grateful to 
her for her fine work so well done. At this meeting plans were 
made for a dinner meeting to be held in November. Everyone 
left thanking Esther and Warren for a most enjoyable after
noon-one of those "specials" to be jotted down in a "Book 
of Memories." 

NOVEMBER DINNER MEETING 

Our dinner meeting that climaxed another iris year, was held 
at "The Point" restaurant in Cambridge, Maryland, on the even
ing of Saturday, November 18. 25 were present and enjoyed 
a most delicious dinner, afterward we had our business meeting 
and made plans for next spring. Plans were made to visit Esther 
and Eddie Hillyer at Rock Hall during daffodil season. Esther 
has some of the most beautiful daffodils you could ever hope to 
see. After the Hillyer trip we will meet at Charlotte Hatcher
son's near Chestertown. Plans are already in the making for a 
tour of gardens, and our first auction-we hope. We viewed 
slides from A.LS. of the iris species, including some of Dr. 
Randolph's species, Siberians, spurias, Japanese, Louisianas, 
dwarfs, crested and so on. Our guest speaker was Dr. Harold 
Harned of Oakland, Maryland, who was accompanied by his 
very charming wife. This was the second year Dr. Harned has 
traveled from the western part of our state to attend one of our 
meetings and be our honored guest. He has been growing iris 
for more than thirty years, and is an iris enthusiast if there 
ever was one. He is especially interested in Pink Bearded Pink 
Blends Ruffled, and had nearly six full pages written on this 
subject in an article in the December, 1959 News Cast. His 
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particuar enthusiasm at this time was about the Centennial 
Garden at Charleston, West Virginia, in Kanawha County. This 
garden will be open to the public in 1962, the celebration will 
be held there in 1963. I won't write further on this as I under
stand there will be quite a write-up on this garden in the News 
Cast in the very near future. You can be sure of one thing-it 
will be something to see and talk about for years to come . 

. THE EASTERN SHORE IRIS SOCIETY 

By Delma Glenn 

Among our members we have four who grow irises com
mercially. They are extending cordial invitations to all flower 
lovers to visit their gardens at iris time. Many of their varieties 
are the very newest, while ·some are "old pets" so to speak. 

The first one on the list lives in Region III, but is a mem
ber of our Society. She is Mrs. Frank Hankins, Town and Coun
try Gardens, Rt. 1, Smyrna, Delaware. Some of her favorites 
are: BRIGADOON, GENTLE STAR, HERALD ANGEL, 
IDAHO GOLD, FLAME KISS, VIOLET GRACE, PURPLE 
HAVEN, CARIBOU TRAIL, LADY BLUEBEARD, 
TECHNY CHIMES, RUFFLED TAFFETA and TAHOLA. 

Next is Mrs. Eddie Griffith, Hidden Acres Iris Gardens, Rt. 
392, Federalsburg, Md. Her favorites are: ANGELA MIA, 
CELESTIA, FINEST HOUR, CHAMPAGNE VELVET, 
CRINKLED IVORY, GALILEE, GAY PAL, SULTAN'S 
CAPITAL, FAIR LUZON, TROPHY, SOFT SHOULDERS, 
PRETTY CAROL, SALEM, AL BORAK, SUN FROST, 
TAHOLA, ORIENTAL PEARL, HEATHER MIST, WAR 
EAGLE, MAY FLOWER, WHIRLAWAY, GIANT ROSE, 
DEMETRIA, MARILYN C, HIGH BARBAREE, ENCHANT
ED VIOLET, REGINA MARIA, GARDEN PARTY, RE
JOICE, VIOLET LEATHER, FASHION SHOW, CLOUD 
DANCER, BRIGHT FORECAST. 
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Another is Mrs. Edward Hillyer, Fleur de Lis Gardens, Rt. 
20, Rock Hall, Md. She lists the following: APRICOT DANC
ER, ARCTIC FLAME, BLACK SW AN, BRASILIA, CASH
MERE, CELESTIAL SNOW, CAROLYNN, DOT AND 
DASH, EMMA COOK .. ESTHER FAY, GARDEN PARTY, 
GLITTERING AMBER, HONEYBIRD, IMMORTAL HOUR, 
MAZATLAN, NASHBOROUGH, OLYMPIC TORCH, OR
ANGE PARADE, PRETTY CAROL, SHIEK OF ARABY, 
SOARING KITE, STRIPPED BUTTERFLY. 

Last but not least, Mrs. Elton Bounds, Bounds Iris Gar
dens, Rt. SO, Mardela Springs, Md. She lists the following: 
ANTHEM, ALPENROSE, BELLE MEADE, BIG BROWN 
PENNY, BRIGADOON, BLACK TAFFETA, BLUE SAP
PHIRE, CRINKLED IVORY, CRINKLED RIBBON, CLOUD 
LACE, DELIGHTFUL, FROST AND FLAME, FATHER 
RIGNEY, GLITTERING AMBER, GRACIOUS, GRAND 
TETON, HAPPY BIRTHDAY, HEADLINES, HIGH BAR
BAREE, IMMORTAL HOUR, JUNE MEREDITH, KAHILI, 
LYNN HALL, MAY HALL, MAY MAGIC, MARY RAND
ALL, MARY McCLELLAN, MOHRHAVEN, ORANGE 
CRUSH, PINK CHIMES, PRETTY CAROL, REHOBETH, 
ROSE HARMOSA, ROSY SPANGLE, SWAN BALLET, TA
HOLA, TROPHY, TRIM, UTAH SKY, VANITY FAIR, 
VALIMAR, VIOLET HILLS, VIOLET HARMONY, ZAN
THA. 

WHO IS THE WESTERN MARYLAND CHAIRMAN? 

HAROLD HARNED 

In business he is a semi-retired retail druggist. His church 
affiliation is Methodist, and he is the Superintendent of the 
Methodist Church School. He takes a very active part in civic 
affairs, attested by the fact he is President of the Oakland City 
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Council. He is a Mason, a Shriner and active in the Lions Club. 
In addition to all the above he finds time to serve on the hospital 
board. 

He writes: "I have been a member of A.LS. for some thirty 
odd years. Active in other iris regions as correspondent, writer 
and consultant. My main concern is in trying to develop through 
hybridization a better strain of pink bearded pink blends. This 
is not easy to do. My concern is for better iris, no matter who 
produces them." 

"Through the years I have visited many areas, been in 
touch with most of the top breeders, growers and fanciers. They 
are fine people, easy to know, ready to assist, anxious to co
operate. There has been so much change, so much improvement, 
greater development and enlarged interest." 

"Today we have snow-lots of it, thirty odd inches. Here 
in Poutin House (Editor's Note: See following article) it is as 
warm as toast. The mail has brought: an iris robin, a letter on 
philosophy, one from Marion Walker on church matters." 

"Years ago I visited with Junius Fishburn in Roanoke in 
his home and in his garden. He was a fine person, a dedicated 
iris grower, a lover of beauty. He was the first man to grow the 
Hall flamingo pinks and to place a proper value on them. I have 
known Dave Hall for a long time and can well understand what 
he has done and is yet doing for iris, for "hems" and for friends. 
Though in his eighties he is still concerned with development and 
growing beautiful flowers. 

THE POUTIN HOUSE 

This is your invitation to come to the POUTIN HOUSE. 
"Poutin" is a word coined to mean a place of sharing, a spot to 
discuss, to consult, to think, to plan. It has nothing to do with 
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"pouting" in any way, but rather it is a happy spot. Here I plan, 
am in constant touch with friends, co-workers, interesting per
sons. They are not always present, but through the medium of 
correspondence they are here, in spirit, in thought, in communi
cation. Communication through the written word, the spoken 
word, often in thought that needs no word of expression, just 
some understanding. 

I have stated that this is a place for sharing-let me explain 
what I mean by that term. \Vebster tells us that the term "share" 
means-"take or possess in common." That is a practical idea, 
for we share with friends, those we work with, those having 
something in common as to ideas, ideals, interests. 

Every man needs some spot to call his own, some place 
where he can relax, work, play, and enjoy those things that have 
meaning. It can be a room, a den, a workshop, or almost any
thing-but it must be his. A place to use, to enjoy, to be alone, 
or to share with others. I needed such a place for tools, books, 
records, and the hundred and one things gathered through the 
years. I found this place, right here in the back yard, an old 
unused garage, where the roof was tight, the floor was cement, 
and the windows and doors were in good condition. After some 
thought as to what to do and how to use the building, I had a 
gas line run for heat, an electric one for lights and many other 
uses. Tables, chairs, old bookcases, rugs, curtains (for the win
dows), an intercom system, a radio, shelves, a desk, a lounge, 
storage cabinets, etc., etc. The walls were lined, a ceiling was 
installed. Next came the lights, the books, the added conveni
ences of all kinds-mostly dug out of storage. The "place" took 
on meaning~ it became a "house." Then one day my son-in-law 
brought a sign reading "POUTIN HOUSE." Actually, he meant 
this to be a POUNTING House, but before long it took on a 
much greater meaning, which I began to define as "a place to 
share, a spot to communicate, to think, to plan." Neighbors and 
friends came, first out of curiosity, later because they, too, caught 
the true meaning of such a place. Many donations were made 
in the form of useful "things," for the most part things they 
wanted to share with me for such a spot. 
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About this idea of "sharing," of "using," let me explain. We 
share through the exchange of confidences, because of similar 
interests and concerns. We share our thoughts, our ideas, our 
ideals. Here come the preacher, the teacher, the businessman, 
the hobbiest, even the boys and girls. Each has something to 
offer, perhaps some little gift or thought, an idea or his or her 
ideal. We hold meetings here, we play cards, we discuss, we 
plan, we socialize, we· fraternalize. We plan, sometimes argue, 
but through it aU we-SHARE. Share mutual interests and con
cerns, our objectives, our experiences, our concerns-for our
selves, for others-our hopes, our fears. 

Through the years my contacts have been many, both in 
person and through correspondence. Hence the files bulge, hold
ing letters, clippings, articles, charts, drawings-meaningful 
things. Things to study, to use, to save for one reason or an
other. Much information has come, many wonderful ideas, much 
of pure idealism, much that has special interests. 

Many useful gifts have arrived, some to assist, to enjoy, to 
help in making life more meaningful. Most of these are not from 
stores or factories-rather, they have been presented for some 
personal reason. Sometime the gift is but a "thought," an in
spiration, a prayer, a drawing, some little sketch or painting, a 
picture for the wall or a trinket for the desk or table. 

Here there are no rules, no restrictions, no reservations. 
This is a place for living, working, planning, discussing and 
having lots of fun. Even the ladies-God bless them-have come, 
to look, to try to discover why their men folks come here, to 
find out why the boy or girl is welcome. In spite of the dust 
and disorder they approve, for the most part. One lady even 
went so far as to say, "Now I understand why my husband wants 
his own hide-away. Yours is a happy house, it has real meaning." 

There is a lock on the door, that is important. To keep out 
the curious, the skeptic, the one who would steal. But THE 
LATCHSTRING IS OUT-ENTER HERE, you are WEL
COME. Come share with me your work, your ideas, your 
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thoughts, your hobby. Come, and as long as you are honest an<l 
sincere, you can say what you will, agree or disagree'-you will 
be most welcome. 

Come in person if you can, if not, then come in spirit, through 
your letters, your advice, your well wishes-your presence is. 
desired. 

To my iris friends especially I extend a special invitation 
to come here. Here are bulletins, books, magazines, articles, and 
charts. Many have been supplied by breeders, by fanciers, by 
growers, by just ordinary back yard gardeners. Have you a 
plan, an objejctive, a theory, something to discuss, something 
you would share? Something to debate, some pet peeve, some 
"crazy" idea? If so, I ask that you share it with me, with others. 
Perhaps it can be passed along, it might do us all good to get it 
out in the open. We iris breeders, fanciers, and growers have 
much to share and should do it, in fact, are already doing so. But 
let's do much more, for you, for me, for The American Iris 
Society. 

So-YOU are most cordially invited to come to the POUT-
IN HOUSE-in person, in spirit, through your letters. 

May I conclude by stating MY three ideals: 

1. To be of some service to my fellow man. 

2. To try to bring a little happiness, where and when needed. 

3. In iris breeding-To try to develop something better, 
something more beautiful, something different-A PINK 

BEARDED PINK BLEND. 

H. H. Harned 
132 Second Street 
Oakland, Maryland 

"A long experience has taught me that Irises grown from 
seed vary in a wonderful way" 

Carolius Clausius, 1576 A. D. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

"IRIS CULTURE AND HYBRIDIZING FOR EVERYONE" 

By Wilma Valette 

Published by Adams Press, 30 W. Washington St., Chicago 2, Ill. 

Wilma Vallette says in the introduction to her book, that 
300 others have helped to write the book. Some of it is culled 
from various Iris Robins that she has sponsored, directed or 
written for since the inception of the Robin program in 1956. 
The book therefore, as she points out is not a regional treatise, 
as is so often the case, but has the knowledge and experience of 
professional and amateur iris growers and hybridizers from 47 
of our continental states and the Dominion of Canada. 

If you are interested in iris, and you are or you wouldn't be 
reading this, you should own this book. It is an excellent com
panion piece to the A.LS. Garden Irises. Wilma Vallette's book 
is a live piece of writing about the Iris, it has certain typographic 
failings, but for original and useful information it is superior to 
"Garden Irises." 

The book begins with a general description of the iris family, 
next discusses chromosomes, then gives a very complete and 
original account of culture, that will open up new vistas in your 
thinking. The next chapter is a splendid scientific treatise on 
diseases and pests, this section alone is worth far more than the 
Five Dollar cost of the book. There are chapters on mutations, 
dominants and recessive, particularly good reading for the hy
bridizer, then a chapter on hybridizing and one on g-rowing iris 
from seed. There are chapters on arils, dwarfs, beardless, and 
one on aims in breeding. 

The second section of the book is on color, its nature and 
composition. This section, to the hybridizer, is indeed an infor
mative one. The knowledge contained here will give the amateur 
and the professional a more exact conception of the limits and 
bounds, of the possibilities and the impossibilities cif color. 

R. L. Meagher 
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1961 INDEX 

THE AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY REGION IV NEWS CAST 

(Covering VOLUME 3, No's 1, 2, 3, and 4) 

Compiled by W. T. Allen 

KEY: 
All entries are listed in order of publication under each 
author. 

Following the title of each article the reference is given 
as follows: -3 (2) : 10-12 Ap. 
Volume number; Issue number; Pages; Month of publication. 
Illustrations are indicated by: il. 

ALLEN, W. T. 
1. Notice. -3 (2) : 16 Ap. 

ANONYMOUS 
1. Contents. -3 (1): 1 Ja. 
2. Region IV Officers. -3 (1): 2 Ja. 
3. International Iris Competition - Top Winners, Italy 1960 

-3 ,(1): 10 Ja. 
4. Notes on Iris -3 (1): 15 Ja. 
5. You are invited. -3 (1): 16 Ja. 
6. Unusual Iris Garden; An Invitation to Visit. -3 (1) :. 16 Ja. 
7. Notice. -3 (1): 16 Ja. 
8. Deaths. -3 (1): 17 Ja. 
9. The Five Day Week. (A poem) -3 (1): 24 Ja. 

10. Questions and Answer Department. -3 (1): 30 Ja. 
11. Contents. -3 (2): 1 Ap. 
12. Region IV Officers. -3 (2) : 2 Ap. 
13. How to Store Pollen. -3 (2): 8 Ap. 
14. I Have Planted a Garden. (A poem) -3 ,(2): 11 Ap. 
15. Maryland Reporting. -3 (2): 13-14 Ap. 
16. Promise Yourself. (A poem) -3 (2): 14 Ap. 
17. Notice. -3 (2): 16 Ap. 
18. Deal Island. -3 ,(2): 20-21 Ap. il. 
19. Accredited Garden Judges, Region IV. -3 (2): 22-23 Ap. 
20. Exhibition Judges, Region IV. -3 (2): 24 Ap. 
21. Newer Irises in North Carolina Gardens. -3 (2): 24 Ap. 
22. New Iris in Garden of Mr. and Mrs. G. Hubert Johnston. 

-3 (2): 31 Ap. 
23. In Sympathy. -3 (2): 28 Ap. 
24. Newark in '61. (A poem) -3 (2): 31 Ap. 
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25. New Irises in Mrs. S. 0. Martin's Garden. -3 (2): 33 Ap. 
26. Newer Irises in Mrs. N. J. Paquet'.s Garden. -3 (2): 33 Ap. 
27. Fleur de Lis. (A poem) -3 (2): 35 Ap. 
28. Ethics in Trading. -3 (2): 37 Ap. · 
29. Question and Answer Department. -3 .(2): 38 Ap. 
30. Hybridizers Attention. -3 (2) : 40 Ap. 
31. Contents. -3 (3): 1 JI. 
32. Region IV Officers. -3 (3): 2 JI. 
33. With Deepest Sympathy. -3 (3): 8 JI. 
34. New Iris msplayed. -3 (3): 21-22 JI. 
35. Notice. -3 .(3): 28 JI. 
36. Contents. -3 (4): 1 Nov. 
37. Region IV Officers. -3 ( 4): 2 Nov. 
38. Notes-Louisiana Iris Culture; pumila breeding. 3 (4): 4 Nov. 
39. Irises grown in North Carolina for 1962 Auction. -3 (4): 17 Nov. 
40. Membership by Area. -3 (4): 19 Nov. 
41. Notice. -3 (4): 23 Nov. 
42. Region IV Membership List. Supplement mailed with 3 (4) Nov. 14p. 

BOWERS, SCOTT 
1. Iris Auctions 1960. -3 (1): 23 Ja. 

BROWDER, EARL T. 
1. Calling All Hybridizers. -3 (3): 28 Jl. 

BUSH, GEORGE 
1. The Chesapeake and Potomac Garden Tour. -3 (4): 5-9 Nov. 

CARRINGTON, MRS. N. R. 
1. Older Irises and Where to Find Them. -3 (2): 18-19 Ap. 

CHRISMON, MRS. J. R. 
1. Let's Talk About Iris. -3 (2): 25"28 Ap. 

DAVIS, DR. CLAUDE J. 
1. Proven Parents. -3 (1): 13-15 Ja. 
2. Addre&S for Northern West Virginia Area of Region IV, A.LS 

-3 (1): 18-22 Ja. 
3. ·Report from Northern West Virginia. -3 (3): 23-24 JI. 
4. Grafting Irises. -3 ,(3): 29 JI. 
5. A Word About the Little Ones. -3 (4): 12-14 Nov. 

DETWILER, ALBERT C. 
1. Landscaping with Iris. -3 (1): 7-10 Ja. 
2. C & P Iris Society Holds Annual Auction. -3 (3): 31-32 JI 

DOW, M. F. (edited by Mrs. Nannie J. Paquet) 
1. Kingwood Center Test Garden. -3 (2): 12 Ap. 
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EMANS, ELAINE V. 
1. Auction. -3 :(4): 24 Nov. 

GATTY, JOSEPH 
1. A Convention Preview. -3 (2): 5-8 Ap. 

GLENN, DELMA D. 
1. Happenings on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. -3 (3): 27 JI. 

GRIFFITH, MRS. EDDIE 
1. Eastern Shore Maryland. -3 (4): 16 Nov. 

HARRELL, MRS. A. N. 
1. My Experience in Feeding Compost to Iris. -3 (2): 17 Ap. 
2. My First Auction. -3 (2): 36 Ap. 

HILLIS, BURTON 
1. Books for all Readers. -3 (4): 9 Nov. 

HILLYER, ESTHE:R 
1. Region IV Dinner Meeting. -3 (3): 5-7 JI. 
2. Tour of Gardens A.LS. Annual Meeting, Newark. -3 (3): 9-12 Jl. 

HOWELL, E. C. 
1. Report of the Treasurer A.I.S. Region IV. -3 (1): 25 Ja. 
2. Report of the Treasurer A.I.S. Region IV. -3 (4): 18 Nov. 

JOHNSTON, FRANCES H. 
1. Siberian Iris. -3 (2): 29-30 Ap. 

LUND, CHRISTINE 
1. Prayer. (A poem) -3 (1): 29 Ja. 

LYNN, JOE 
1. The Waiting Time. -3 (4): 15-16 Nov. 

MARTIN, MRS. S. 0. 
1. The Japanese Iris. -3 (2): 32-33 Ap. 

MEAGHER, RICHARD L. 
1. Roanoke Area Members Hold Auction. -3 (1): 24 Ja. 
2. Roanoke Area Garden Tour. -3 (3): 12-15 Jl. 
3. The Roanoke Area Auction. -3 (4): 17 Nov. 
4. Editor's Page. -3 (4): 22-23 Nov. 

MITCHELL, D. W. 
1. Chesapeake and Potomac Iris Society. -3 (2): 15-16 Ap. 

MUNN, MRS. ROBERT L. (Delia) 
1. Annual Meeting and Spring Tour for Eastern Virginia Area. 

-3 (3): 21 JI. 
2. Eastern Virginia Area. -3 (3): 30-31 Jl. 
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O'BRIEN, CLAUDE C. 
1. Message from R.V.P. -3 (1): 3-6 Ja. 
2. 1961 Meeting of Region IV; Reservations for the Region IV Meeting. 

Insert mailed with 3 1(2) Ap. lp. 
3. Spring? -3 (2): 3-4 Ap. 
4. Message from the Regional Vice President. -3 (3): 3-5 JI. 
5. After Dinner Speech-Regional Meeting 1961. -3 (3): 7-8 JI. 
6. Message from the Regional Vice President. -3 (4): 3-4 Nov. 

PAQUET, MRS. NANNIE r 
1. Editor's Page. -3 (1): 31 Ja. 
2. Manure for Irises. -3 (2): 34-35 Ap. 
3. Editor"s Page. -3 (2): 40 Ap. 
4. f. Garden ·to Remember. -3 (3): 15-17 JI. 
5. Varietal Comments. -3 (3): 17-20 JI. 
6. Editor's Page. -3 (3): 32 JI. 
7. Editor's Page. -3 ( 4): 23 Nov. 

PHILLIPS, GERTIE S. 
1. Allurement ,(A poem) -3 (1): 27 Ja. 

SLEDD, H. C. 
1. Experiments in Fertilizing. -3 (1): 12-13 Ja. 
2. Region IV Robins. -3 (3): 26 Jll. 

SIMMS, EDWARD B. 
1. Region IV Membership Campaign Contest. -3 ( 4): 21-22 Nov. 

TEASDALE, SARA 
1. April. (A poem) · -3 (2): 23 Ap. 

THOMSON, EARL W. 
1. Time of Blooming. -3 (4): 10-11 Nov. 

WICKENKAMP, FLOYD W. 
1. Native of Oregon Grows in Virginia. -3 (1): 11-12 Ja. 

WILSON, JOHN H. 
1. Regional Membership Contest Winners. -3 (1): 26 Ja. 
2. 1960 Membership Campaign. -3 (1): 26-27 Ja. 
3. Membership Contest. -3 (1): 28-29 Ja. 
4. Ballot. Insert supplement to 3 (2) Ap. lp. 
5. Membership Campaign. -3 (2): 39 Ap. 
6. A Preview of Spring. -3 (2): 39-40 Ap. 
7. North Carolina Area Iris Auction. -3 (3): 25-26 JI. 
8. North Carolina Area Iris Auction. -3 (4): 14-15 Nov. 
9. Membership Campaign 1960. -3 (4): 20-21 Nov. 

WOOD, ELIZABETH A. 
1. Iris Gardens in New Jersey and Southern New York. -3 (2): 9-11 Ap. 



BLUE RIBBON WINNERS 

Mrs. N. R. Carrington 

The Oxford Council of Garden Clubs presented its Annual 
Standard Flower Show Friday, May 5, 1961 at Oxford Orphan
age Gymnasium. 

Since this was my first entrance in a flower exhibit it was 
truly a rewarding experience to hear the wonderful news that my 
Iris had won a few ribbons. The unexpected honor so com
pletely astonished me that I developed a severe case of laryn
gitis after the show! A great amount of e:ff ort and energy was 
expended in gathering, measuring, tagging and carefully wrap
ping buds. This assured protection in transit; also retarded their 
opening until arrival at the flower show. A friend assisted in 
transporting to the show in her station wagon. 

Blue ribbons won on GREEN CHANCE, BEACON HILL, 
TOBACCO, MULBERRY ROSE and BUTTERFLY WINGS. 
Red ribbons on PINK ACCENT, CHARMAIZE, and three 
Pinks in group, CHERIE, PINK CAMEO, and TWILIGHT 
SKY. 

Yellow Ribbons on SABLE and THE SPICE OF LIFE; 
an arrangement interpreting a hobby. This featured an exhibit 
of Iris Seeds, Seedling Iris, Tweezers, etc. ; using open pages 80 
from Randolph's "Garden Irises" a description concerning hy
bridizing Iris. 

A Blue Ribbon won with LIFE'S FIRST STEPS open to 
first-time exhibitors featuring an arrangement of Yellow Border 
Iris in delft blue vase with holland delf ceramic miniature shoes 
as accessories. 

\Vhite Ribbon, or honorable mention, won with BELLE 
BRUNNETTE. 

Due to the publicity at Flower Show we enjoyed having 
many visitors to our garden at Stem, N. C. 

Favorite Iris last year were SNOW GODDESS, SABLE 
NIGHT, CRINKLED RIBBON, CREPE SUZETTE, OR-
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ANGE CREMO, CHINESE WHITE, GREEN CHANCE, 
ORCHID RUFFLES, PINK MARBLE and CRISPETTE. 

Newer additions are TWENTY GRAND, LIMELIGHT, 
MOHR MAJESTY, BLUE PARAKEET, CLIFFDELL, 
BENDON OLIVE and BISCAY BAY. 

Fall blooming favorites blooming from July until Septem
ber were AUTUMN TWILIGHT, BLACK MAGIC, SOUTH
LAND, OCTOBER BLAZE and OCTOBER SHADOWS. 
Buds froze without opening on GIBSON GIRL, TIFFANY, 
JOSEPH'S MANTLE and PINK LACE. 

\\.T e're looking forward to bloom season with 300 Tall Beard
ed Dwarf, Onco, Aril rebloomin:g and 200 Seedling Iris. A 
promising row of FANTASY-JOSEPH'S MANTLE seedlings 
bloomed last year. Had buds on one plant when freeze came, 
These show possibilities· as reblooming Iris. 

REGION 4 OF THE A.LS. FLOWER SHOW_, MAY 5-6 
The Norfolk Chapter, Region 4 of the American Iris So-

ciety will present its first annual Iris Show, "Galaxy of Beauty," " 
on May 5-6, 1962, at the Garden Center Educational Building, 
745 East 29th Street, Norfolk, Virginia. 

Our Regional Vice President, Mr. Earl T. Browder and his 
wife will make his first official visit to our chapter. and the show 
will be judged by 12 A.LS. Judges. 

Enclosing list of Chairmen and Artistic Rules and Classes. 
Horticultural Schedule will follow the A.LS. Color Classifica
tion, Rules and Regulations. We will have the published 40 
classes plus 2 special classes for Vilot Harmony and Happy 
Birthday, five collection classes and a section for the Apogons, 
Bulbous, Species and Misc. Iris and a special class for seedlings. 
Three educational booths. 

We extend a most cordial invitation to each of you to join 
us at our first Iris Show. 
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RAINBOW IRIS MEMBERS HEAR REGIONAL HEAD 

Earl Browder of St. Albans, vice president of Region 4 of 
the American Iris Society was guest speaker at a special meeting 
of the local Rainbow Iris club. 

The purpose was for the organization of a central regional 
division in order to further the interest of iris growing. 

Mr. Browder has the following states under his jurisdiction: 
West Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina and Virginia. 

The guest speaker was introduced by Mrs. Lloyd O'Dell. 
Mrs. Jennie McCochran was named chapter chairman. Named 
to serve with her were Mrs. Roberta McMullin, secretary-treas
urer; Mrs. J. L. Summers, publicity; Mrs. Donald Wineman, 
membership chairman and Lloyd O'Dell, auction chairman. 

The News Cast is most pleased to welcome the following 
new members of Region IV of The American Iris Society : 

Mrs. Lucien G. Berry 
1410 Balls Hill Road 
McLean, Virginia 
Mrs. Alice Bolden 
Route 2 
Elon College, N. C. 
Mr. R. B. Browder, Sr. 
717 S. Sunset Drive 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 
Mrs. Annette Carr 
Rt. 1, Box 239 
Morgantown, W. Va. 
Mrs. M. P. Farrar 
Box 263 
Mount Holley, N. C. 
Mr. Dewey Helmstetler 
Rt. 6, Box 200 
Lexington, N. C. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. 0. Hylton 
Mt. Regis Hill 
Salem, Virginia 
Dr. A. M. McKeithen 
Box 128 
Cameron, N. C. 
Mrs. Kendall S. Perry 
815 Hudson St. 
St. Albans, W. Va. 
Mrs. Edward F. Rudiger 
3701 Peterson St. 
Norfolk, Virginia 
Mrs. Roy Sayles 
604 Fairview Road 
Asheville, N. C. 
Mrs. J. Bert Winstead 
P. 0. Box 24 
Nashville, N. C. 
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The News Cast and all her iris friends extend sincere 
sympathy to Ivlrs. Peter Drummond of Holly Tree Farm, 
Sparks, Md., who lost her husband on November 15, 1961. 

It is with deep sorrow that we announce the death 
on October 19. 1961 of l\frs. C. A. (Lila) Herbert of 2132 
Laburnum AYe., Roanoke. Mrs. Herbert was the mother 
grower of iris in the Roanoke area. She was a charter 
member of the Roanoke Iris Society, and served as its 
president for a number of years. She was recognized as 
an authority on iris, and was a member and accredited 
judge of the American Iris Society. Until her health 
failed she took an active interest in iris and attended 
many of the national conventions. Her garden showed 
that her primary love in flowers was the Iris as she grew 
well over 400 varieties. She and her lovely garden will 
long be remembered by her many friends. 

After a lingering illness, death called Mrs. D. S. 
(Annie) Overstreet of 213 Meadow Street, Vinton, Vir
ginia, on January 3, 1962. She was among the earliest 
and best Iris growers in the Virginia area. Her success
ful efforts in hybridizing and in growing beautiful Iris 
will be sorely missed by all those who had the good 
fortune to visit her charming garden. 
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