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OUR REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Fellow Irisarians: 

The 1962 bloomtime for the reticulatas, dwarfs, medians, 
bulbous and tall bearded iris is history. As I write the Japanese 
and Remontants are yet to bloom and be enjoyed and remind us 
of the riot of color largely over for the year. 

For many of us it was a hot, dry season. Bloom was normal 
in but few places I visited. Still it was a time of enjoyment. 
Friendship and fellowship were never better. I often wonder if 
we would be nearly as much interested in our flower if we could 
not share them, if friendship and fellowship were not such a great 
part of it all. 

Auction time will be wiith us when you read this-as a mat
ter of fact it will be history for some. Most Chapters are having 
auctions this year. Why not visit other Chapters and learn what 
they are doing at auction ·time? Fun, friendship and fellowship 
·will be wi,th you still. 

You will note we have added two new officers : Mrs. Rena 
Frantz is our Assistant R.V.P. and Mickey Kirby is Historian 
and Librarian. Mrs. Frantz will assist your R.V.P generally and 
Mrs. Kirby will compile all the iris information for the Region 
and care for it for us. Both positions are very important and 
are, I feel, capably filled. 

Our Regional Meeting in Roanoke, May 26 and 27 was an 
outstanding success. We were royally entertained and were 
shown fine iris in beautiful gardens. Friendship and fellowship 
were never better. Region 4 is truly on the forward march. If 
you were not there-we missed you and you missed a wonderful 
time. Do put our future Regional meetings on your "musit" list 
of meetings to attend. 

Region 4 is your Region. I have reported it to be on the for
ward march. It is, and is growing solidly. Are you growing wi,th 
it? If you aren't-join in the fun! Invite your friends to share 
the elsewhere enumerated benefits received from an A.LS. mem-
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bership. Remember all A.LS. members are automatically a mem-, 
ber of the Region without further cost. In most Chapters they 
are also Chapter members with no added cost. In other words
all this for the price of a single admission. There can be no better 
buy anywhere! 

Sincerely, 

Earl T. Browder, R.V.P. 
Region 4, A.I.S. 

WHY BE AN A.I.S. MEMBER? 

Earl T. Browder 

The question has been asked. It merits a sincere and reason
ably intelligent answer. I qualify myself on the "sincere" part, 
and hope the "reasonably intelligent" portion is evident by my 
answer. 

First off I say "If you love and grow the iris you should be 
a member of The American Iris Society." Then I hear someone 
say "But as an R.V.P. of the Society you are prejudiced, aren't 
you?" Let's see if I am. 

Ours is a horticultural Society made up of many segments 
of interest. Some are in the business of selling irises. Some are 
hybridizers. Most of us grow them for their sheer beauty and 
the joy that comes from growing them well. 

Our Society is the world authority on irises. We can aspire 
to membership in no finer Society for the simple reason there is 
none. 

We receive four quarterly Bulletins to keep us informed. 
Each issue contains items of interest to all its readers, whether 
they be the youngest member or the oldest and most advanced. 
This is only the beginning. 



Our Society is the Registrar of all iris. This alone is a heF
culean task. Even so the A.LS. member and the non A.LS. mem
ber alike benefit from this service. As a result all can buy a 
named variety from any source knowing full well the bloom will 
be the same. 

Our Society alone bestows National Awards. Over five hun-: 
dred Judges and a Symposium by all members are constantly at 
work to improve the quality of bloom by rigid voting for the 
best. Here again everyone benefits. 

Our Society alone has a thoroughly competent Scientific 
Committee always at work testing and studying and analyzing. 
Once more-everyone benefits. 

We have a Judges Training Committee at work on a Na
tional Scale-for the benefit of everyone. We have published the 
book "The Garden Irises" and many other publications-avail
able to everyone. We maintain a full time office for questions, 
answers, and help. 

I know of no other Society doing these things. So if I grow 
iris I want to "belong," I want to carry my fair share of the 
burden. 

We have National and Regional Meetings. All members 
may attend. Even the Regions are (and are being) broken down 
into still smaller "Chapters" for more localized help and enjoy
ment. 

We offer friendship and fellowship always. I can number 
hundreds of friends I have because of A.LS. I would not trade 
even one of them for all the membership fees I shall ever pay. 

These are but a few of the reasons for being an A.LS. mem
ber. Each of you can think of other reasons equally as im
portant. 

Now there are other iris societies. Some are state wide in 
scope. Some are for a given town only. Some are very good. 
Some are not. None o.f them renders the services our Society 
gives. Should we then declare such societies to be of no value 
and attempt to grow by trying to destroy them? 
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Not so. Time and energy spent in trying to destroy will 
produce a hundred fold greater benefit if spent in building our 
own Society. To be sure we wish that all irisarians were A.LS. 
members. We would be most disloyal if we did not. The world 
is our territory. America has literally millions of flower lovers 
who are members of no society. Find our new members from 
this group. It is not right, fitting or proper that we should do 
otherwise. 

So let us each work and be loyal to our own always. Give 
the same privilege to others. If by chance you can lend a help
ing hand to a smaller and a weaker group without harm to our
selves by all means do so. It is the Christian way. It is the 
Golden Rule in action. 

vVe are expanding and enlarging A.LS. benefits. We are 
growing. We are too busy to become concerned with such thorny 
problems as the conversion of other iris societies. If we work 
well and think aright they will come to us of their own free will 
and accord. It is then we shall be truly happy and will know 
we have pursued the wiser course. 

SELECTING MEMBERS 

Believing that the prerogative of the editor is to make edi
torial comment, in which a personal belief can be stated, although 
this belief may differ from that of many others, I offer the fol
lowing: 

Swelling ranks for the purpose of swelling ranks is one 
method of growth; it is numerically most proper and statistically 
very, very sound. From a graphical standpoint it is superior to 
any other form of growth; one can compute most impressive 
charts and graphs with steadily rising curves. 

There is, however, another form of growth which is much 
dearer to your editor's heart than the percentage form; it is the 
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growth of people of character, intelligence, and integrity. This 
is the growth that will make A.I.S. an organization of national 
statute, an organization sought after, an organization that one 
is proud to be a member of. 

Ask your interested iris friends to join the A.I.S. Don't 
solicit strangers and unknowns. Make their acquaintance and 
evaluate them. Are they persons you would be proud to have in 
your home? If they are, those are the new members we should 
urge to join. Surely we should be as careful in selecting new 
members as we already are in selecting new iris. 

As an A.LS. judge I have been amazed at the ways people 
have solicited my vote. I have received suggestions by mail as 
well as in person seeking my vote for their iris or intimating that 
others have voted for their iris for H.C., which is certainly a 
suggestion that I do so. This is not ethical; I prize my vote 
and it is not sold for gifts or for friendship. My personal judg
ment only I shall rely ·on. It may not be too good, I am sure it 
is not, but it is my own and it shall not be bartered. This field 
can also stand improvement in our Region. 

The only way to have a superior organization is to have 
superior people in it, not in numbers but in character, intelli
gence, and integrity~ Let's set superiority as our goal. Let's have 
an organization where we can truly say, one of its virtues is fel
lowship and. friendship. 

THE NORFOLK IRIS SHOW 

By Scott Bowers 

The Norfolk Chapter pulled out all the stops and staged an 
Iris show that brought the 1962 Iris season in their area to a 
brilliant crescendo. 

The virtuosity of the leaders of the Norfolk Chapter was 
demonstrated in every detail of the show. Meticulous planning, 
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skillful leadership, and back-breaking hard work were appareat, 
as judges and visitors surveyed, with admiration 212 horticul
tural specimens from 24 exhibitors, and 55 artistic arrangements 
from 46 individuals. Besides the horticultural and artistic classes, 
there were classes for corsages, formal tables, three educational 
exhibits, and an overall stage display that would have to be seen 
to be appreciated. 

The horticultural section was judged by ten A.LS. judges, 
invited from all parts of the Region for the occasion. A stalk of 
BLUE SAPPHIRE displaying 3 perfect blossoms, was judged 
Best Specimen in the Show. This was an entry by the Norfolk 
Chapter's able chairman, Mrs. Robert L. Munn. Mrs. Munn 
won enough blue ribbons to handsomely capture the Sweepstakes, 
Dr. Anne Lee was runner-up. 

The arrangement classes were judged by accredited Garden 
Club judges. In this class first place was awarded to Mrs. James 
R. Cohen for a masterful arrangement in black and white. Her 
prize-winner was entered in the class entitled "Black Magic." 
She used a black iris with Bachelor's Buttons and Caladium 
leaves, backed with Yucca leaves sprayed black with white tips. 
Her container was a top hat with a magician's wand. The Rosette 
for the best collection was given to Mrs. J. B. Bowles. 

Each of the three Educational Exhibits was awarded the 
Bronze Medal by the A.LS. judges. One of these exhibits was 
"History of the Iris," by Mrs. Otis Shumate. She used 6 posters 
and 2 arrangements. The posters, deftly painted in color, showed 
iris and iris motifs as used by the Egyptians, Greeks, Early 
Christians, French, Japanese and also by Columbus. Another 
Educational Exhibit was that of Miss Sharon Ward, a talented 

. teen-ager. She used a football field as a theme to explain the 
Dykes Medal. She attached an iris silhouette to the goal posts 
to indicate that the Dykes Medal is the "goal" of hybridizers. 
Eight of the Dykes winners were displayed in vases, and 13 
more were shown by pictures pasted on football pennants. Every 
detail of this exhibit was cleverly planned and skillfully executed. 
The third Educational Exhibit was that of Mrs. G. D. Over-

8 



.man's very worthwhile project demonstrating the dividing and 
replanting of iris rhizomes. She used an undivided clump as 
well as properly divided plants to produce an exhibit with good 
educational impact, clearly showing the proper procedures to 
be followed in dividing and feeding. 

The stage, by Mrs. Maynard D. West, almost defies descrip
tion in limited space. A rainbow was the feature, with a pot of 
gold, filled with irises-naturally. A lawn and sidewalk were 
suggested, bordered on three sides by pines, azaleas and be
gonias. The rainbow theme was repeated in the foreground with 
an exhibit of iris colors. Several viewers who have attended 
m;+ny national iris meetings, were in agreement that the stage 
was as impressive as those seen anywhere. 

The show was held in the beautiful new Garden Center 
Education Building, and was officially opened with a gracious 
speech by Mayor Duckworth of Norfolk, appropriate remarks by 
others, and a fitting prayer by a minister of the city. 

Regional Vice President Earl Browder was in attendance. 
The officers of the Norfolk Chapter are: Mrs. Robert L. Munn, 
Chairman; Mrs. Cecil H. Reed, Co-chairman; Dr. Anne Lee, Re
cording Secretary; Mrs. Guy R. Kirby, Corresponding Secretary, 
and Mrs. Everett P. Seay, Treasurer. 

A.I.S: judges participating in the show were: Mr. and Mrs. 
Claude O'Brien, Mrs. J. H. Frantz, Mrs. F. Allen Brown, Dick 
Meagher, John vVilson, Mrs. H. C. Sledd, Mrs. Craven B. Helms, 
Mrs. Ann Dodson and the writer. 

I have been forced to spray regularly for leaf spot which 
started to be a problem in 1961. I use Phalton. Very few cases 
of rot in early Spring. 

D. W. Mitchell, Lanham, Md. 
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"FLAGPATCH", GARDEN OF RENA FRANTZ 

813 Tremont Road 
Salem, Virginia 

By Harold Alexander 

Region 4 registration was held in "Flagpatch'' and it was 
the first garden on tour during the recent Region 4 Iris Meeting. 
The iris are located past a wide lawn, reached by a brick walk 
with a beautiful wall of smooth round river rock. Iris were 
planted along the top for added beauty. The "Flagpatch" is 
placed behind, or surrounded by white pines which I have always 
believed to be the most beautiful of trees for landscaping back
ground of iris. They are native in Salem with an elevation above 
2,000 feet, but they will grow in lower locations. They are grow
ing nicely at our garden which is only 800 feet above sea level. 

Greeted by Rena at the garden entrance, we moved into the 
garden to see what was left after the storm of 60 mile winds and 
rain the night before. We were not surprised to find no broken 
stalks or dead flowers, because we had been guests in Flagpatch 
before and knew Rena would have cleaned everything to per
fection. 

Due to an early season many of the iris had already bloomed 
out, but we will list some of the iris that withstood the storm 
and early season. 

ALLAGLOW (Tompkins) Large, ruffled, heavily substanced 
flower. The color is Allaglow in golden tan. Stalk is very 
strong. 

ALLEGIANCE (Cook) This beauty was tops everywhere. 
Smooth, rich, dark blue-violet of excellent form. Surely one 
to stay in many gardens. 

AMETHYST FLAME (Schreiner) This is widely grown now 
and performing well most places. The color of lilac is needed 
in our gardens and this one is about perfect. 

APRICOT DANCER (Noyd) Maybe it was not up to normal, 
but appeared to have color as most of its points. 
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BELTON BEAUTY (Frey) The first time I have seen this 
lavender iris, but it seemed to be lower than other new ones 
in its color. 

BRAVADO (D. Hall) Red, on the brown side. Very few reds 
will perform well in the south, but Bravado seems to grow 
well and make a very nice clump. 

BUTTERSCOTCH KISS (Plough) This was the year for this 
lovely, crinkled butterscotch beauty. It has been known to 
sulk, but not this time. 

CHANCES ARE (Schann) Beautiful apricot color. I have seen 
this quite a few times in the past few years and it makes a 
beautiful, colorful clump. 

DUKE OF BURGUNDY (J. Nelson) Tall and a rich burgundy 
color badly needed in gardens. Grows wonderfully here with 
good strong stalk. The flower could be a little better formed. 

ENCHANTED VIOLET (Hamblen) A pale violet with white 
blaze and red beard, grows well and is different in this color 
class. 

EVER THINE (Tompkins) Beautiful name, but the small apri
cot flower appeared to be thin and weak in color. 

FIRENZE (0. Brown) A large violet with a red beard. Has 
good substance and form. This grows beautifully and per
forms well everywhere. 

FOAI\UNG SEAS (Stevens) Light blue of very heavy sub
stance and wide, rounded form. Makes a lovely clump. 

GRAND COULEE (Plough) This large, ruffled tan had sub
stance to spare. Very heavy stalks and good fans. Texture 
a little course, but did not stop people from liking it. 

JEAN SIBELIUS (C. Benson) Medium blue violet, with beauti
ful, very wide form, heavy substance, good fans and stalk. 
A real show flower. 

LYNN HALL (D. Hall) An old one still showing off in the 
pinks. 

MARINER (C. Benson) Blue violet of good form. Rena said 
it started to bloom early and was going to out last most of 
them.· This was really a honey. 
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PRETTYFIELD (P. Cook) A real beauty in any garden. Like 
WHOLE CLOTH, except more refined in lighter color and 
a white blaze on the haft. Admired by all. 

OLYMPIC TORCH (Schreiner) This is one of my favorite 
colors. (They say as we add years the gay colors draw our 
attention more). This color stands out in any garden and it 
has good form and performs well. 

ROCOCO (Schreiner) As most people go, the plicatas must have 
a few extra points to catch any notice, but this one has all 
the extra points necessary to make us all stop and take 
notice. 

SPRING VALLEY (Fay) This 1s a lovely light blue with a 
sheen. It was not performing well here, but it is a beauty 
and has good, heavy substance, lovely form. 

VAN CLIBURN Large ruffled white with flaring form, held 
up without damage during rain and wind storm. 

A few others that had already bloomed out or missed this 
year's bloom in Flagpatch were ARCTIC FLAME, BELLE 
PRAIRIE, BLACK SWAN, CREAM CREST, DOT and 
DASH, FASHION SHOW, HENRY SHAW, MARILYN C, 
MELODRAMA, MILLIONAIRE, NEW ARRIVAL, OR
ANGE PARADE, PRETTY CAROL, REAL DELIGHT, 
RIPPLING WATERS, VELVET ROBE and many others that 
we >vill not take the space to men ti on. The garden was a lovely 
place to meet and visit with our old friends and to view all the 
lovely things that Rena had for us to see. 

LANDS END 

Although it was one week past peak bloom and had been 
battered by hail and wind storms, Landsend, the beautiful gar
den of Mr. and Mrs. F. Allen Brown, furnished a fitting climax 
to our regional meeting. It is certainly a tribute to the iris and 
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the Browns that this garden furnished such outstanding beauty 
under such trying conditions. 

Varietial Comment on such an extensive garden is very 
difficult, but here are just a few of the things I think are out
standing: RIPPLING WATERS, ARCTIC SKIES, NEW AR
RIVAL, REAL DELIGHT, HIGH ABOVE, ONE DESIRE, 
CELESTIAL SNOW, PIETY, FRENCH FLAIR, RAINBOW 
GOLD, CURLS OF GOLD, APPLE VALLEY, BLACK 
SW AN, POET'S DREAM, PRETTY CAROL, HOPE DE
VINE, JEAN SIBEL US, MARILYN C., WHOLE CLOTH, 
and ALLEGIANCE. Sounds like a "who's who" of fine modern 
iris I know, and I feel sure that I have left off a few fine ones, 
but the only way this could be avoided was to list the whole 
catalogue! You will note no comment on seedlings. Mrs. Brown 
has some fine ones, but she is so selective in her choice that ru · 
leave it to lJer to bring to attention the best of these. 

John H. Wilson 

McCOY GARDEN 

Following the luncheon at Hidden Valley Country Club, the 
next garden on the Region 4 Tour of Roanoke Gardens was that 
of Mr. and Mrs. John W. McCoy. Mrs. McCoy is Secretary for 
Western Virginia. She is a very delightful person to know, and, I 
might add, a very generous one. I noticed her trusty trowel was 
quite busy as the approximately 90 touring victims of "Irisitis" 
admired a variety of flowers. 

The McCoy home rests in the shade of tall pines, surrounded 
by a large variety of foundation plantings. These include Az
aleas in great number, Russian Olive, Viburnum, Camellias, Au
cuba, a number of different Hollies; and a lovely Romona Cle
matis climbing on the side of the porch. 

13 



Mrs. McCoy is one of the newer A.LS. members and says 
she has only been growing iris for a few years. She has perhaps 
200 named varieties, and most of these bloomed with no regard 
for Region 4 Tour dates. Those with remaining blossoms were 
GRACELLE, CINNAMON TOAST, QUEEN'S LACE, GAR
NET GLOW, ROSE GARLAND, LOTTIE LEMBRICH, 
POLAR CAP, CLEAR SAILING, BERTA B., OLA KALA, 
GYPSY ROSE, MAY MAGIC, MARY McCLELLAN, ALLA
GLOW, HERMIT THRUSH, OLYMPIC TORCH, GRAND 
COULEE, BIG GAME, ICE CARNIVAL, MEMORIES, 
WIDE WORLD, BUTTERFLY BLUE, FLAME KISS, LULA 
MARGUERITE, DARK CHOCOLATE, and THOTMES III. 

I do hope all of you saw the picture window full of African 
Violets. They were beautifully grown. Most of these are being 
"guests" of friends while Mrs. McCoy and her son are in Europe. 

Leaving the McCoy garden, all the folks not following Mrs. 
Price went directly to the home of Mr. and Mrs. Fredrick Ste
phenson. I would say the rest of us went there rather indirectly. 

I will close with a big THANK YOU to "Chairman" Brown, 
"Registration" McCoy, "Hospitality" Stephenson, "Arrange
ments" Frantz, "Publicity" Meagher, "Leader" Lynn, their 
spouses, and the weatherman for a wonderful weekend. 

Marjorie M. Murray 
Lexington, Va. 

THE STEPHENSON GARDEN 

By Louise Grow 

The very attractive hillside garden of Mr. and Mrs. Frede
rick Stephenson is still in the growing stage as they have only 
been there two and one half years. It is well planned with beds 
and borders to be added to those already established. 
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They have quite a large planting of Iris. I saw such names 
as: YESTERYEAR, BUTTERFLY BLUE, FORWARD 
LOOK, TOT AL ECLIPSE. A few of the ones included in last 
year's planting are: EDENITE, TOP FAVORITE, BLACK 
SWAN, AMETHYST FLAME, IVORY WORK, BON BON 
PINK, GRAND COULEE, BALSTAK, and GALILEE. 

They grow thirty or forty perennials in a large border at 
the top of a very interesting wall (constructed of ties and stone) 
planted with rock garden plants and vines. 

Climbing Roses greet you as you enter the drive; they also 
have Hybrid Teas and others. At the back are Peonies, Shrubs, 
Dogwood, Fruit Tree, and Grapes. 

Mr. Stephenson had set up an educational display of sprays, 
fertilizers and other items for a complete program of care for 
Iris. 

We all enjoyed a cold drink of lemonade and cookies. 

THE GARDEN OF MR. AND MRS. HAL OSBORNE 

A perfectly ·beautiful white Clematis, HENRI, greeted the 
visitors to the Osborne Garden in Troutville. Borders of iris 
intermingled with Sweet William, Oriental Poppies and Day 
Lillies wound around the lawn before a perfect backdrop of 
stately oak trees. 

Many of the still loved varieties of iris are grown here. 
OLA KALA, PINK PLUME, SPRING ROMANCE and BLUE 
SAPPHIRE bloomed in profusion. A most unusual iris. 
THUNDERCLOUD, was one the writer had not seen before. 
The newer varieties grown by Mrs. Osborne had bloomed out 
due to the unusual weather conditions experienced by all of us 
this year. 
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Mrs. Osborne's seedling iris show promise. This work with 
iris must be most interesting and rewarding. 

This garden visit concluded the Region IV garden tour of 
the day. 

Nancy Cox Kruszyna 

OUR HISTORY 

History is a narrative of events worthy of record. All events 
pertaining to Iris activities in Region 4 are worthy of record. 

As your Historian, I ask your help. May I suggest that 
each Chapter Chairman ask a member to save meeting notices, 
clippings, pictures, and all data relating to Iris. Your Record
ing Secretary might easily supply information that will help me 
build an interesting narrative. 

Our History will be only as good as we make it. Let's start 
now! 

Mickey Kirby 

REGION 4 JUDGES TRAINING COURSE 

Your response to our first Judges Training Course was very 
gratifying to your training committee. Over 100 members took 
advantage of this opportunity to start qualifying to be judges or 
just to increase their knowledge of iris, thus assuring us of a fine 
reservoir of future judges and an increasing number of members 
that know and appreciate finer iris. All members taking the 
course did excellent work, but we would like. to commend the 
following members that scored 100% on Part I - Mrs. J. R. 
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McCracken, Mrs. Myron Null, Mrs. J H. Frantz, Mrs. John W. 
McCoy, Mrs. A. W. Rice, Mr. F. G. Stephenson, Mrs. Frederick 
G. Ward, Mr. Floyd Wickenkamp, Mr. and Mrs. B. J. Brown, 
Mrs. Craven B. Helms, Mrs. Ralph Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. Don 
W. Parham. 

I would like to thank the following members for their as
sistance in the preparation, planning, and administrating of the 
course: Eva, Madge and Harold Alexander for editing, printing 
and preparation of questions, forms, and certificates; Jeff Davis, 
Ralph Lewis, and John Wilson for preparation of questions for 
Part I; all judges and Chapter Chairmen for conducting Part II. 

The course cost about 50c per trainee above the $1.00 paid, 
but this cost will be borne by our Regional Treasury. 

The following table indicates interest by Chapters - two 
new Chapters are included under their previous Chapters. All 
members not completing Part I should do so as soon as possible 
and arrange to complete Part II next - your Chapter Chairmen 
will arrange this at bloom time next year. 

Chapter Enrolled Part I Completed Part I Completed Part II 

Northern \V. Va. 15 10 
Southern W. Va. 12 7 6 
Maryland 9 2 
Eastern Shore 7 5 
Western Va. 17 11 11 
Eastern Va. 18 15 11 
Western N. C. 13 ·9 6 
Eastern N. C. 20 13 11 

Totals 111 72 45 

C. C. O'Brien 
Chairman Region 4 Judges Training Committee 

I mulch my new irises.with sand to prevent winter heaving. 
Mrs. Glenn W. Allen, Sykesville, Md. 
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ON IRIS COLLECTING 

Many of you that attended the Norfolk and Roanoke meet
ings no doubt heard my pitiful plea with Mickey Kirby for just 
one rhizome of FLUTED HAVEN. With the help of influential 
friends I thought Mickey had given up and when I came home 
this week I had a nice little package with her address on it. How 
happy! FLUTED HA VEN at last I cried! and with trembling 
hands opened the package to claim my prize. However, shock 
awaited me. Imagine my chagrin when I found one large seed 
pod with a card attached reading "FLUTED HAVEN-Do It 
Yourself Kit." To the meek this would be the final battle, the 
last word, crushing defeat, but not to the dauntless collector. 
I'll plant the seed from this pod-have a Dykes Medal winner 
in 1969-then Mrs. Kirby will find out what it means to be 
denied a rhizome that one so highly prizes. 

John H. Wilson 

As I WAS SAYING 

By Fannie Stadler 

I bet you would like to know what Eleanor and I talked 
about on the phone again today. Oh yes! Iris of course. Elea
nor is Eleanor Jackson-my pal. We talk about Iris every day
well-"put nigh" every day. We are both nuts over Iris, so 
what's to do these wild winter days but jabber over the phone, 
and wear out last year's catalogs and Iris bulletins, trying to 
endure this till spring and Iris bloom time again. 

I had just received a bunch of Iris material from Mr. Wil
son on how to study up and become an Iris judge, and as I was 
saying, Eleanor and I were talking on the phone. She had re
ceived this same kind of Iris information too. So, we discuss 
how to answer all the questions. So as to get a passing grade, 
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she suggests we "orto" go back to school again. \\Tho ?-me! 
I am a "Gramma" and so is she, besides, I have been growing 
Iris since 1945 A.D. 

I still remember how folks used to gawk at my lovely Iris 
in those days, when things like OLA KALA, MARQUITA, 
BLUE SHIMMER, SNOW FLURRY, GREAT LAKES, DAY
BREAK, RANGER and SPUN GOLD began to bloom there in 
my old road side garden. Traffic wasn't so heavy in those days. 
Sometimes people would slam on the brakes and slow down to 
look. Some even drove into the yard to ask questions. My 
mother was here then, and she use to go every morning to "see 
what's new today." Our youngest, a little fellow just starting 
to school would stop as he came up the path and step over to 
sweet old SNO\V FLURRY and sniff his nose down to a fresh 
opened blossom. Remember how sweet SNOvV FLURRY use to 
smell? \\Tell it still does. 

Oh! yes, as I ·was saying, Eleanor and I were talking on 
the phone this morning and she said "Any news" and I said "I 
got an Iris catalog this morning" and she said "You did! What 
kind?" And I said "Eden Road" and as fl,lrther information I 
addeci "Mr. Plough" and she said "Umph-ha." Mr. Plough is 
Mr. RAINBO\V GOLD to us. \Ve are both anxiously awaiting 
the same to bloom here in my garden, come spring she is prom
ised one of the little Rainbows. Eleanor takes me to the Iris 
"two does" and Iris parties, etc., in her Buick. I'm a widow 
and never learned to drive. I pay off in Iris to those who will 
let me ride to our meetings. 

\V ell, as I was saying, we were talking on the phone and 
she said, "\Vell, what's new in the catalog this year?" And I 
said, ''\Vait a minute, and let me read you this description of my 
new 'heart's desire'." So I go over to the bedside table where 
I keep all my Iris paraphernalia handy, just in case I can't sleep 
I can read. First, let me explain I love all Iris, but white Iris 
in particular. I suppose you guessed that from what I said about 
SNOW FLURRY. Everyone krtows I gci for the white ones. 
Last year when my CELESTIAL SNOW bloomed two lovely 
stalks on a one year plant, I couldn't stay in the house. I could 
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see it from the kitchen window and just piled the dishes into the 
sink and "took off" for the garden, where I stood enraptured 
before this beautiful white Iris. Just across from this breath
taking beauty, about five rows over was a three-year clump of 
SWAN BALLET. Boy! With nine bloom stalks of more white 
perfection. This year I am looking forward to REJOICE, 
HENRY SHAW, SNOW GODDESS, \VO.NDBRFUL 
WHITE, RUBY LIPS, DR. BOB, EARTH ANGEL, SNOWY 
HERON, KANGCHENJUNGA and other whites, besides my 
old whites I can't bear to part with. 

Dear me! I jumped the track again. Eleanor and I were 
talking on the phone. I found the place in the catalog and started 
reading, "Startling and a real crowd stopper is this georgeous 
creation. This is a beautifully formed and heavily substanced 

.frosty white." When I hear her say "Umph-ha" I know what 
she means, another white. So I say, "Now wait a minute, that's 
not all of the description" and I continue. "The domed and 
laced standards are gold edged, the wide falls have deep, solid 
orange gold shoulders and a firey red beard." When I get to the 
part about the standards being gold edged, I hear a different 
kind of "Umph~ha" that has picked up interest. After· I finish 
I say, "Doesn't that sound different?" She agrees. I say, "Elea
nor, If'n I order LUXURY LINE will you take me to Norfolk 
to the Iris Show?" 

INDUSTRIAL COLLEGE OF THE ARMED FORCES 

Dear Mrs. Paquet: 

Washington, D. C. 

9020 Howser Lane 
Lanham, Md. 
13 March, 1962 

When Earl Browder visited the meeting of the Chesapeake 
and Potomac Iris Society about five weeks ago he mentioned the 
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fact that the Region 4 Newscast was behind schedule in publi
cation because the people in Region 4 had not sent in enough 
material. Accordingly I am sending you a little 4 page article 
I dashed off the other day in the hope you can find some use 
for it. 

I also have one or two items which might be of interest to 
the readers. Several months ago I had the interesting experience 
of introducing some of our better iris varieties into the Middle 
East. My daughter not long ago married a young man from 
Iraq who was finishing his Ph.D. at American University. Hus
ain's father who lives in Baghdad is a retired engineer and an 
avid horticulturist. Since our types of iris are virtually unknown 
in that part of the world I sent him half a dozen of our unusu
ally hardy varieties (HAPPY BIRTHDAY, GINGER, BLUE 
SAPPHIRE, VIOLET HARMONY, CLIFFS OF DOVER, 
SOLID GOLD) as a starter. Though I sent them by air (after 
Dept. of Agriculture inspection) somebody goofed along the way 
and they arrived in Baghdad three months later. If sent by 
boat they would have taken two months. However, even after 
this hard treatment they started growing as soon as they were 
potted and watered. I am curious as to how these introductions 
will grow in the Middle East where the climate resembles some 
of the hotter sections of southern California. At any rate it should 
prove interesting. 

One other matter might be worth mentioning. The National 
Arboretum here in Washington contains large collections of 
flowers and shrubs donated by the national organizations for 
that particular flower. These include daylilies, daffodils, peonies, 
dogwood and many others. But it does not include a donated 
iris planting. My feeling is that some part of the American Iris 
Society should provide a donation to start such a garden. I 
don't know whether it should be done on the national, regional, 
or local level but I feel very strongly that it should be done. 
Also, the White House iris beds could easily stand some dona
tions as they are composed of relatively obsolescent types and 
do not truly represent our modern iris. 
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Hoping this short article and letter may be of value to you 
I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

Donald W. Mitchell 

SOME TIPS FOR THE BEGINNING IRIS GROWER 

By Dr. Donald W. Mitchell 

Twelve years ago when I started growing iris I had behind 
me some gardening experience in California and Texas but I 
knew absolutely nothing about growing iris. Hence in the course 
of falling in love with the flower and expanding to my present 
level of about 650 varieties of tall bearded, dwarf, Japanese, 
Louisiana, Siberian, spuria, and other iris I learned a good many 
lessons the hard way. I hope that my mistakes may dissuade 
others from making some of the same blunders. 

One of the first lessons learned by beginners is the neces
sity for clearly identifying the plants they are grO\,ving. Because 
my first iris consisted of about 100 unmarked rhizomes shipped 
me as a Christmas present by a sister in California I violated 
this rule at once. vVhen the initial rhizomes starter blooming 
I found that they were not representative. There was a great 
surplus of an early yellow intermediate which bloomed three 
weeks before anything else. Another which made its presence 
known at once was tall cream-colored MELITZA, a rampant 
mulitplier. Other types were slower to bloom and harder to 
identify. A number never have been identified. One long term 
result is that I am still growing about thirty unknowns. Further, 
almost every year two or three unknowns make their appear
ance. Last year, for example, three "orphans" bloomed. One 
was a large ruffled light yellow with purple patches on the falls. 
While far from beautiful it was definitely odd and attracted con
siderable attention. Was it a chance seedling or one of my 
sister's gifts blooming for the first time? 
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Even persons intent on marking iris may have trouble hit
ting on an effective method. Wooden stakes rot rapidly and 
tend to weather and become undecipherable. Some types of 
plastic markers are brittle and break easily. One year several 
very small neighbor children pulled out my wooden markers and 
scattered them \videly. After several years of experience I have 
finally adopted a dual system. This involves mapping or chart
ing the position and variety of every iris rhizome. For marking 
I have adopted metal stakes with plastic tie-on tags labeled with 
special marking pencils. These are proof against breakage and 
resist weathering to a considerable degree. ·while they are a bit 
more expensive than other methods I have found them so much 
more satisfactory as to be well worth the extra cost, which can 
be reduced to about 7c each by quantity buying. 

Another lesson for the neophyte is that of location. Iris 
are hardy and healthy but they do demand sun and furthermore 
cannot compete with a few other plants on anything approach
ing even terms. I learned both of these lessons the hard way. 
One of my early large iris beds was in front of a hedge of rosa 
multiflora Japonica. The iris did splendidly for two years and 
then speedily lost the competition. Iris can be planted among 
or close to a great many types of flowers or even weeds and. 
thrive. But the grower should not expect the impossible. 

A third lesson I learned by experience related to iris borers·. 
For a year or two after I planted my first iris I noted a ragged 
appearance of the sides of the leaves but failed to attribute it to 
the right cause. It took a tip from an experienced grower before 
I realized that I was providing a free cafeteria for the pests. 
After a short period of panic I set to vvork on a spraying pro
gram. Since I started actively combating the borers I have had 
from 95 to 99% successful control. Last year out of 1,300 clumps 
I found three small borers after the blooming season. These 
were probably attributable to the fact that I was then so busy 
with sales that I missed my usual after bloom season spraying-. 
There are many substances that will give the iris borer a tummy 
ache. I have tried several and now use DDT, largely because 
it is about the easiest and cheapest to procure. The important 
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thing is to spray at least two or three times during the Spring 
growing season. 

Sooner or later every victim or irisitis has to decide just 
how far he is going to pursue a hobby which can be quite expen
sive. Sometimes available ground will dictate the answer. But 
if he has available ground-I have two acres-then certain other 
lessons are needed. Probably the first of these is to learn how 
to procure cheaply. 

There are several methods of obtaining newer varieties of 
iris without paying retail prices. Trading with other iris growers 
is one of the best and is followed by a great many persons of 
my acquaintance. Last year I acquired some 240 new varieties, 
most of which had a retail price of $2.50 or more and in some 
cases as much as $20 to $25. Only about a third were iris that 
I bought. The balance were obtained on trades. Of course by 
giving good iris rhizomes in turn I delayed somewhat the date 
of having several clumps of some fine varieties. For example, 
I used four of the seven increases on ELEANOR'S PRIDE in 
trades. But what I got in turn was well worth delays. 

If one is forced to buy a particular iris there are still a 
number of economical ways of doing so. Attending iris auctions 
is one way. Another is buying from smaller growers or answer
ing ads that appear in trade papers. By using these methods I 
have bought iris for many years, paying any place from one
sixth to one-half of list price. In fact, only once in the last 
eight years have I paid retail price. Further, on only one occa
sion in twelve years have I done business with a reduced price 
dealer who did not prove to be entirely reputable. During this 
time I have discovered that one can buy older type varieties for 
as little as Sc each or as much as 75c. It is true that cheap 
rhizomes are often not the largest obtainable. But most of those 
I have gotten have been good ones and have bloomed the follow
ing year in about 85% of the cases. 

Again, if the iris grower intends to pass beyond the beginner 
stage he should join an organization and one or more robins. 
The informational, social, and financial rewards of contact with 
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others interested in this magnificent flower can be very substan
tial. For example, this year I have already arranged trades with 
friends I made as a result of membership in societies and robins 
which, when consummated, will bring me in new varieties worth 
over $1,000 retail. 

One other suggestion is that of making iris pay dividends. 
For years I gave away bushels of rhizomes. For the past two 
years I have been selling them. Unless one wishes to establish 
a full time business he will probably not get rich selling rhizomes. 
Yet selling one's surplus during and after the blooming season 
can be made to pay costs and even bring substantial profits. 
Some persons who raise iris are extremely well to do and don't 
need to make sales. But for the majority who are not in this 
fortunate position it is a lot easier to purchase new varieties if 
one has already sold a large. surplus of the older ones. Also, I 
have found by experience that selling good iris is the best pos
sible way of spreading interest and knowledge among the vast 
majority of people to whom irises are still "flags." 

Finally, if the iris grower expects to advance in size of plant
ing he will need to develop some sophistication so far as spray
ing to protect against wet rot, leaf spot, crown rot and a few 
other diseases and pests is concerned. Of these wet rot is by far 
the most serious. Carco-X has given me about 80% success 
when I have used it regularly as a ground spray. But it is not a 
complete answer to the problem and I still have to keep a close 
watch on my new varieties and cut out rot, dry, dust and replant 
when I detect a rotting rhizome. Some of my friends have had 
great trouble with wet rot and have raised their beds to provide 
better drainage. Fortunately, my drainage is already quite good. 

The above are some of the iris lessons I have learned in 
twelve years. 

Will ·someone tell me the difference, if any, between HIGH 
TOR and BIG GAME except that the former is very fragrant? 

Mrs. Peter R. Drummond, Sparks, Md. 
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C & P CHAPTER REPORTING 

Tfae 1962 blooming season in the Chesapeake and Potomac 
Chapter area of j\faryland, District of Columbia and Northern 
Virginia came on the wings of a heat wave and left quickly
one of the shortest seasons on record. Pre-bloom growing con
ditions were cool and it looked as though we would be a week 
late with bloom in our gardens. The sudden burst of extended 
hot weather forced the bloom. Result? Many short bloom 
stalks. Mrs. E. K. (Chris) Rhodes of Takoma Park, Maryland, 
put it this way, "\Vorst weather in 16 years of growing irises!" 
\Ve were grateful, however, for the clear skies and bright sun 
which made our excursions into iris gardens throughout the 
area a delight-and the bloom was generally excellent even when 
the stalks were short. 

The highlight of the season was the iris garden tour on 1fay 
20th. Dr. Donald \V. Mitchell appointed by our Chapter Chair
man Jack Miller as tour director was in charge of the arrange
ments and was also host to the group for lunch at his garden 
in Lanham, l\faryland. About 45 A.LS. members and guests 
went on the tour in the sweltering heat (95 °) which took them 
to the following gardens: Frederick Stuntz and Connie Labash 
gardens in Silver Spring, Maryland; the Rhodes-Hutmire garden 
in Takoma Park, Maryland; Dr. D. C. N earpass' garden at the 
Plant Industry Station, Beltsville, and Mrs. \Vayne LaMar's gar
den in Cheverly, Maryland. During the tour someone said, "next 
year we should charter an air-conditioned bus!" But weather 
being weather (charmingly unpredictable in this area) we may 
go on the tour next year clad in our coats, long johns and ear 
muffs! 

The combination of beautiful gardens, delicious food and 
attractive people made for another worthwhile tour in 1962. Some 
typical comments: Stuntz Garden - Many older irises as well 
as some new including a fine clump of \VHOLE CLOTH. A 
genial host, Mr. Fred. Hems! Fine peonies! The Rhodes-Hut
mire Garden - Lots of new varieties, well-grown. A very at
tractive garden with many azaleas and peonies, too. DOT and 
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DASH was stunning. LA NEGRAFLOR was an excellent red
black. DAWN CREST was simply beautiful. BRIGHT CLOUD 
-..vas a ruffled and flaring white and blue amoena, EMERALD 
FOUNTAIN, a lacy creation that can grow on you. FLIP
PANCY was Dr. Branch's beautiful apricot-orange introduction. 
KISSIN' KIN, .GOLD CUP and SPRING FESTIVAL were 
very nice, COURT BALLET and REAL DELIGHT drew much 
attention; GEORGIA MAESER was a good yellow. At Dr. 
Mitchell's Garden we found a cool place in the shade, a delicious 
lunch, and saw many irises. EDENITE is the blackest! Good 
form and on the red side. ROCOCO was fine but some thought 
it not too different from BELLE MEADE, or that the color 
contrast wasn't distinct enough. MEMPHIS LASS was a lovely 
ruffled rosy plic. \Vonderful roses and rhododendron here. Con
nie Labash's garden - This garden proved how well you can 
use the iris in a landscaping plan. Many fine irises, extremely · 
\Vell-grown. SPRING WITCHERY was lovely in white and 
yellow with a lavender beard. MELISSA was a fine blue. BLIZ
ZARD drew praises. Several very interesting seedlings. Mrs. 
LaMar's Garden - A nice collection of irises. HOLY SMOKE, 
PINK FULFILLMENT and LOVELY LETTY were all per
forming well. Mrs. LaMar's roses were a revelation-such per
fect flowers and fine foliage. Dr. N earpass' Garden - A most 
interesting experimental garden. Some very unusual types and 
many new ones-also an enormous number of seedlings. Among 
the many fine irises admired here were: PINK FLURRY-A 
be:i.uty-good form and color in a pink; ROSE HERMOSA and 
S\VISS CHARM were well liked. Other beauties were LAVEN
DER FROST, BONNIE BROOK, LOVELY DIANA, FULL 
VOLTAGE, GYPSY HEART, \VOOD PIGEON, CORONA
TION TAPESTRY, SHOCK \NAVE and TALL CHIEF. 

VARIETAL COMMENT FROM C & P 
CHAPTER l\.1El\'1BERS 

Carlton Baumgardner, Frederick, Maryland 

WHOLE CLOTH - Did well in its second year. 
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BANG - Good red. Bloomed well on a one-year stalk. 
CELESTIAL SNOW - Fine white. 
APRICOT DANCER - Lovely apricot. Bloomed several 

weeks. 
SHIEK OF ARABY - A disappointment. Looked very much 

like other violet blends. 
ORANGE PARADE - The best orange to date. 
OLYMPIC TORCH - A bronze beauty. 
RANGER - Still a better red than many of the new ones which 

to me are all too similar. 
GALILEE - One of the truest blues. Most of the newer ones 

fade badly. 
FULL REWARD - Intense gold. Like much better than the 

newer BRAVADO. 
DARK CHOCOLATE - Unusual and different. 
LYNN HALL - Really pink and good performers. 
JUNE MEREDITH 

Mrs. Glenn W. Allen, Sykesville, Md. 

CONSTANT COMMENT - Wonderful substance in a true 
pink. 

REHOBETH - Very poor grower. 
MARY RANDALL- Very poor grower. 
FLUTED COPPER - Tiny bloom from rhizome about the 

size of a nickel. 
CHIVALRY - Most dependable for lots of bloom over a long 

period. 
BLUE SAPPHIRE - Dependable with lovely blossoms. 

Mrs. E. K. "Chris" Rhodes, Takoma Park, Md. 

Favorites in each color class are as follows: 
White - POET'S DREAM 
Light Yellow - FULL DRESS 
Deep Yellow - RAINBOW GOLD 
Medium Yellow - TECHNEY CHIMES 
Yellow and White - GOLDEN YEARS 
Blend - BRASS ACCENTS 
Plicata - ROCOCO 
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Bi-Tone - MELODRAMA 
Neglecta - NIGHT 'N DAY 
Orange - FLIPPANCY 
Light Blue - ELEANOR'S PRIDE 
Deep Blue - INDIGLOW 
Brown - OLYMPIC TORCH 
Violet - POLKA TIME 
Black - LA NEGRAFLOR 
Amo~na - BRIGHT CLOUD 
Mariegata - NASHBOROUGH 

Prof. E.W. Thomson, Annapolis, Maryland 

JAN ELIZABETH, DOT AND DASH, ALLAGLOW, ALLE
GIANCE, BRONZE BELL, ENCHANTED VIOLET, 
WHOLE CLOTH, GLITTERING AMBER and AME
THYST FLAME all bloomed well. Among my old favorites 
are ZANTHA (most brilliant yellow) and EXTRA VA
GANZA for a late bloomer (we need more late ones). 

Sam Luck, Baltimore, Maryland . 

TOP OF THE WORLD - Ruffled and flaring. Light blue 
standards and almost white falls. Very nice. 

MISS INDIA - An amoena that is waved and flared. Sure to 
go places. 

SATAN'S CHOICE - A nice red-black. 
BRIGHT SIDE - Large, frilly yellow and a good grower. 
BARBIZON - Coppery red. 
COURT BALLET - Gorgeous large pink. 
CREAM CREST - A large, wide rippled white with light yel

low at the hafts. 
CAPTAIN GALLANT - A mass of bloom from this fine grow

ing red. 
FLUTED HAVEN - One of the top-notch whites. Ruffled 

and flaring. 
FASHION NEWS - A sleeper. Flaring yellow with form. 
GOLDEN MASTERPIECE - Just that in tones of yellow. 
GOLDEN SPICE - A plicata of cinnamon on cream. Has 

great carrying. power. 
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GRAND COULEE - A marvelous, wide, ruffled, flaring iris 
in tones of brown. 

HIGH ABOVE - A magnificent light blue with shape and flare. 
Good branching. 

INDIGLO\V - \Vonderful grmving, branched dark purple. 
RIPPLING \\TATERS - Lacy creation of light amethyst with 

red beard. \:Vell branched. 
JEAN SIBELIUS - Distinctive medium blue with personality. 
POET'S DREAM - One to make the mouth water. 'White with 

yellow beard. 

Ivan Richmond, Silver Spring, Maryland 

Outstanding at Roanoke were ROMANESQUE, PURPLE 
HAVEN, ROCOCO, LICORICE STICK, HENRY SHAW, 
BLACK SWAN and LORALEE. In my own garden EN
CHANTED VIOLET and AMETHYST FLAME were 
outstanding. Others I\·e seen and liked are DOT & DASH, 
LA NEGRAFLOR and FULL VOLTAGE. ALLEGI
ANCE was as good as it was last year-a very fine dark 
blue. · 

Shirlee Hutmire, Takoma Park, Maryland 

RAINBO\V GOLD - The best deep yellow I have seen. My 
new plant sent up two well-branched stalks and was still 
blooming June 1st. 

DOT 'N DASH - Best ne\v plicata. Satiny texture, very clean 
contrast and fine flaring form. 

BRIGHT CLOUD - Pure white standards, ruffled blue falls. 
Tall and well-branched and quite a bit larger than 'WHOLE 
CLOTH. 

ONE DESIRE - The pinkest pink. Good size and branching. 
Lovely form, closed standards, semi-flaring falls. Not ruf
fled. 

COURT BALLET - The largest pink, very ruffled and lightly 
laced. It's a beauty! 

GOLDEN YEARS - Quite a bit like GOLDEN GARLAND. 
A little deeper and wider. Very nice. 

DAWN CREST - The color is pink and apricot blended in the 
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loveliest way. The form is good but not very ruffled. I had 
heard reports of poor substance, but it stood up to all the 
90 degree heat and those heavy rains we had. 

DA vVN ST AR - Truly lovely, wide, ruffled and very well 
branched and of a most beautiful delicate color. Cream 
falls with yellow hafts and pink and apricot blended stand
ards. 

BROADMEADOW - The widest, most ruffled, prettiest light 
blue I've .seen. Short on first year plant. 

EMERALD FOUNTAIN - Unique. A "green" with lovely 
laced form. Good height and branching. Chartreuse with 
blue center to the falls. Large. Unusual. 

LILAC FESTIVAL - Clean, true color even to the beard. 
Large, wide and laced. 

ARCTIC SKIES - The form is extremely ruffled and flaring. 
The falls are white, the standards blue-white. Not much 
contrast. 

LA NEGRAFLOR - An extremely good dark one. The best 
for height and branching and heat resistance. Red-black 
velvety falls and satiny standards. Fine large flovver. Not 
ruffled. 

Dr. D. W. Mitchell, Lanham, Maryland 

Some ne\v and old favorites in each color class are: 
Red - CAPTAIN GALLANT, BIG UTE 
White - CELESTIAL SNOW, TRANQUILITY, CA.SCAD IN. 
Bi-Color - POLAR CAP. 
Yellow - TECHNEY CHIMES, TRULY YOURS. 
Black - EDENITE, BLACK TAFFETA, SABLE NIGHT, 

TABU. 
Cream - VALIMAR, APRICOT GLORY. 
Rose - ROSY SPANGLE. 
Pink - LYNN HALL, ORIENTAL PEARL, HAPPY BIRTH-

DAY. 
Blue - ELEANOR'S PRIDE, EXOTIC BLUE. 
Brown - OLYMPIC TORCH, ARGUS PHEASANT. 
Plic - ROCOCO, JOSEPH'S MANTLE. 
Orange - MAGNET, GLITTERING AMBER. 
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Purple - ALLEGIANCE, BISHOP'S ROBE. 
Green - GREEN HAT. 
Violet - STORY PRINCESS. 
Orchid - PRINCESS MICHELLE, CRISPETTE, LAV ANES

QUE. 
Misc. - DONNA SCHOON, MOHRESQUE, LADY MOHR. 

Mrs. W. Wayne LaMar, Cheverly, Maryland 

Had first year bloom on short stalks on NASHBOROUGH, 
BABY'S BONNET and SOARING KITE. Old favorites 
that hold up in all kinds of weather are: REHOBETH, 
VIOLET HARMONY, CLIFFS OF DOVER, BLUE 
RHYTHM and ARGUS PHEASANT. 

Mrs. Peter R. Drummond, Sparks, Maryland 

I had my best first year bloom on OLYMPIC TORCH, FROST 
and FLAME, MARRIOTT and DAVE'S ORCHID. AL
LEGIANCE, CARLA, REJOICE and AMETHYST 
FLAME did not bloom. Among the oldies, PAGAN PRIN
CESS is the best eye-catcher from a distance. 

E. S. Fowler, Silver Spring, Maryland 

All new varieties did well. About 75% bloomed first year. Among 
my old favorites are CASCADIAN, DOLLY VARDEN, 
HELEN COLLINGWOOD, OLA KALA, MAYAN 
GOLD, SABLE NIGHT and REHOBETH. 

VARIETAL COMMENTS 

By Nannie J. Paquet 

ALLEGIANCE - A deep blue, flared falls. Standards are silky 
in texture, falls velvety. 

AMETHYST FLAME - A blend of lavender and rosy helio
trope, the beard is almost white. Flared and nicely ruffled. 

BROADMEADOW - This is a lovely pale blue. Wide petals 
and ruffled. 
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BELLE PRAIRIE - A blend of tan and pink. A good sized 
flower flared and ruffled. 

BURGUNDY SPLASH - If you want a splash of color in 
your garden this will make it. Tall, good sized flowers, a 
burgunry red. 

BON VOYAGE - White standards flushed violet, white falls 
with flush of violet below the beard. 

CHANCES ARE - The very best yet in apricot coloring. 
Smooth, luscious and a beard to match. 

CHINQUAPIN - I am not a dear lover of plicatas but once 
in awhile I come across one that I do like. This is one of 
them. A subdued brown, a soft shade, Ivory shading in 
central areas where they are speckled with brown. 

CELESTIAL SNO\V - A white one and very ruffled. This 
and HENRY SHAW are so very much alike that you have 
to read the label to tell which is which. On close examina
tion you will find that HENRY SHAW is a little wider at 
the hafts. Other than that width I can see no difference. 

CONCORD RIVER - Here is a lovely, light blue iris. I won
der why we have not seen it before. Don't overlook this 
one, it is a real beauty. Smooth in color, wide petals, white 
beard. 

COURT BALLET - A large ruffled pink. Tall and beautiful. 
CURLS OF GOLD - Rich deep yellow, ruffled. A lovely iris. 
DAWN CREST - I have never had the opportunity to see 

this in a freshly opened flower. It is large and flared. Stand
ards pink falls yellow. 

DAWN FLIGHT - This was on a short stalk this year but it 
is a pretty pink, has a pink beard and is ruffled and flaring. 

ELEANOR'S PRIDE -Always a beautiful thing. Powder blue, 
ruffled and flared. 

FOXCHARM - Light grape blend with a metallic overlay. Tall, 
large flower. Increases well. 

FAIR LUZON - A bright pink with wide petals, ruffled and 
laced, a wide cerise beard. The falls flare. I like the flared 
ones, the flare gives them an alive look. 

FIRENZE - I would call this one a tailored violet iris with 
tangerine beard. A different looking iris in color, and the 
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beard on that coloc sets it apart. 
FULL RE\V ARD -- This iris is not new but it is a grand iris, 

if you want ~':' iris that looks .like the new ones at the older 
price get this. A rich yello-w, wide petals, beautiful form. 

GRAND COULEE - Very large, heavily ruffled flower, makes 
a beautiful clump. Standards pale tan and rose, falls pale 

tan. 
GRAND TETON - This is a large yellow flower with an eye 

appeal. A good grovving iris and increases \vell. Every one 
notices it. 

GALILEE - If you are looking for a beautiful shade of blue 
in an iris this has it. The most beautiful shade of blue I 
have even seen in an iris. The color does not fade. vVhite 
beard, flaring falls. 

GOLDEN YEARS - Golden yellow standards, white falls 
edged with yellow. 

HIGH ABOVE - A tall, large light blue with blue beard. An 
improved Blue Throat. A beautiful thing. 

JEAN SIBELIUS - A tall, large, flaring, ruffled beautiful 
iris. The most beautiful of them all in the deeper shade. 
This is steele blue. 

LYNN HALL - A rich shade of pink and a lovely form. 
MAUVE MINK - Here is an eye catching iris. Bewitching 

shade of rosy lilac and a red beard. Flaring and slightly 
ruffled. 

MARINER - A large flovver in French blue. To me it is in the 
light blue color class. Petals are broad and crimped, a beauty 
of an iris. 

RIPPLING WATERS - A blend of delicate blue-orchid, cream 
and pink. Has the red beard, grows tall, falls flare. It is 
a honey. 

PIETY-'- A tailored white, has substance galore. Flower stands 
three days before starting to wilt. 

ROCOCO - A white ground plicata with margins of bright blue. 
ROSY SPANGLES - Here is another splash of color. Huge 

blooms in a rosy red. This was a first year plant and the 
stalks were short. It will be a riot of color if it gets up on 
tall stalks. 
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SHILOH - It seems that this iris has been overlooked. It is a 
two toned purple. Large flower. It is different and it is 
pretty. 

STEP FORWARD - This is the military iris. It stands so 
proud and straight. A light lavender blue, large ruffled 
broad flowers. Makes me think of a soldier standing at at
tention. 

SOARING KITE - A cool lemon colored flower. A refreshing 
looking iris. 

SPRING FESTIVAL - Another good Hall Pink. This one is 
tall and · in a lighter shade of color than LYNN HALL. 
Large ruffled flowers. 

STRIPED BUTTERFLY - A light blue self with deeper blue 
lines running down the falls. Something different and nice. 

VAN CLIBURN - Another beautiful blue. It seems to me that 
there are more beautiful irises in the blue shades than any 
other. MARINER is just a little bit brighter than VAN 
CLIBURN. 

NEW BUG KILLER Ams w AR ON GARDEN PESTS 

Excerpt from The Sunday Star, Washington, D. C., May 13, 1962. 

A new aide for the home gardener that has proven effective 
and much simpler to apply, is called dimethoate. Most of the 
insecticides heretofore available to the home gardener were ef
fective only against the adult forms and required great care in 
application to be effective. This was especially true of the aphids, 
thrips, mites and laceflies, pests that spend the major portion 
of their lives on the undersides of the leaves. Also, the ma
terials which formerly, and some will continue to use them, are 
very transitory. Thus the battle with these pests was a con
tinuing one, that required care in spraying to get good cover
age, and required at least three applications at weekly intervals. 

Dimethoate is an entirely different type of insecticide. It is 
taken up (absorbed) by the leaves and the roots and goes into 
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the plant's system, hence is called a systemic. The period of 
effectiveness varies with the different kinds of plants, but in 
general lasts for several to many weeks. The exception to this 
seems to be the roses and it may take a weekly application to 
keep the red spider mites under control on roses. 

NO NEED FOR STICKERS 

In applying dimethoate there is no need for spraying the 
undersides of the leaves, in fact a coarse spray applied to the 
foliage in sufficient quantity to wet them seems to be adequate. 
Also, there is no need for using spreaders and stickers to make 
the material adhere to the leaf surfaces. If some of the spray 
drips onto the soil it may be taken up by the roots and thus 
supplement that taken in by the leaves. 

The use of dimethoate as a soil drench or its use in granu
lar form has not been worked out for many kinds of plants, it is 
too new. More will be learned each season. In the meantime the 
gardener should not experiment but wait for the results obtained 
by the experiment stations. 

USE WITH PRECAUTIONS 

Dimethoate is slightly more toxic than malathion and should 
be used with the same precautions. Avoid breathing spray mist. 
Wash after use with strong soap and water. Clothing that is 
wet with dimethoate should be thoroughly washed before use. 

The following list gives the kinds of plants on which dime
thoate may be used, the insects it will control and the rate of 
application (teaspoons-fol to the gallon of water). It is not an 
inexpensive material but is most effective in controlling a sub
stantial number of insects in an easier way than has been pos
sible heretofore. Dimethoate is the common name. Cygon 4E 
is the trade name of the 43.5 percent emulsion to be used at the 
rates given in the following list. The figure in parentheses in 
each case is the number of teaspoonfuls to the gallon of spray. 
The insects controlled in each case is listed after the dash : 

AZALEA 

ARBORVITAE 
BIRCH 

(1)- Lace bugs, leaf miners, mites, 
tea scale, white flies. 

(2)-Aphids, bagworms, mites. 
(~)-Aphids, leaf miners (Mid-May). 
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BOXWOOD 

CAMELLIAS 

CEDAR 
CARNATIONS 
DAYLILIES 
EUONYMUS 
GARDENIA 
GLADIOLIUS 
HEMLOCK 
HOLLY, AMERICAN 

ENGLISH 
IRIS 

JUNIPER 
OAK 
PINE 

YEWS (Taxus) 

(1)- Leaf miners, mealy bugs, mites, 
pyslla. 

(1)-Aphids, camella scale, mites, tea 
scale. 

(2)-Mites. 
(1)-Aphids, thrips, mites. 
(2) -Aphids, thrips. 
(2)-Aphids, scale. 
(1)-Tea scale, white flies. 
(1) -Aphids, thrips. 
(1)- Mites, scale. 

(1)- Leaf miners, mites, soft scale. 
(2) -Aphids, iris borer, thrips (when 

leaves 5 to 6"). 
(2)- Aphids, bagworm, mites, midges. 
(2) - Golden oak scale. 
(2) - Aphids, bagworms, European 

pine shoot moth, Nantucket pine 
tip moth, Zimmerman pine moth. 

(2)- Fletcher scale, mealy bugs, mites. 
Dimethoate, as stated, is a new material and has not been 

widely tested to determine the full extent of its usefulness. For 
example, preliminary observations indicate it may be effective 
in controlling the juniper webworm and the mimosa webworm, 
two pests that many local gardeners are concerned with. It may 
be useful in treating insects of house plants but that is still to be 
determined and in the meantime it should not be used on house 
plants, or on fruit trees or vegetable crops. It is a good material 
and one that will be especially helpful to many gardeners, hut 
that is no excuse for taking unnecessary chances by trying it on 
plants other than those listed in the table. 

I use fish emulsion with instant dry milk solution on seed
lings. I had little or no bloom on seedlings set out after July 1st. 

Mrs. Peter R. Drummond, Sparks, Md. 
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.MEET THE CHAIRMAN OF THE C & P CHAPTER 

John P. "Jack" Miller is the young, personable, energetic 
Chairman of the Chesapeake and Potomac Chapter of Region 4. 
Born in 1931 in Hammonton, New Jersey, he now resides in 
Frederick, Maryland, where he is employed as a civilian by the 
U. S. Army as a designer. Jack attended the U. S. Naval Ac
ademy at Annapolis and has also worked in Philadelphia, and 
Camden, New Jersey. 

"I guess my interest in flowers and gardening comes to me 
naturally from my mother who is an avid gardener," Jack re
calls. "I can remember her planting iris seed 20 years ago. She 
had no idea of what the crosses were since they were all bee 
pods but she planted them simply because she wanted more 
flowers around the house. At one time mother and I had over 
50,000 daffodils planted and I used to cut the blooms each spring 
to sell to local florists who in turn would market them in Phila
delphia, 30 miles away." 

Jack's own interest in iris came in through the back door. 
He helped Bert Detwiler of Linganore Gardens with the design 
of an addition to Bert's home for which he was given some hy
brids to plant around his recently purchased home. He remem
bered the "flags" at home-so you can imagine his surprise the 
next spring. By this time the name stakes were lost but with 
some help, the irises were relabeled and became the nucleus of 
a garden which will be in its third year this fall and will contain 
about 200 varieties. 

Jack is a member of the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers and is the Vice-Commander of the American Legion 
in Frederick. 

"IRIS TIME AND OLD LACE" 

A. C. Detwiler, Frederick, Maryland 

It was nearly dusk when the car pulled hesitatingly into 
the driveway. "I've brought my mother and her sister down 
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from Gettysburg, Pa., to see your iris garden," a slight middle 
aged woman announced from the car window. "We had trouble 
finding your place and should have been here an hour ago. Is 
it too late? Mother is 89 and nearly blind and the other lady is 
her sister who is past 85 and they both love flowers." 

I assured them that it wasn't too late. I helped the aged 
women out of the car and offered an arm to each to lean on as 
we slowly walked to the nearest iris bed. 

The older woman bent down, cupping a blossom in her 
gnarled hands. (I don't remember which variety it was - it 
doesn't matter.) "I have to get very close before I can see it
you see my eyes aren't what they used to be." As the bloom 
came within the range of her vision (about 6 inches from her 
face) she radiated happiness and sheer pleasure. "It's so beauti
ful and so large. I've never seen an iris so large! And it's frag
rant, too. Just beautiful, simply beautiful." 

The two old ladies could stand only long enough to see 
several blooms, then they sat-very close to the iris beds on lawn 
chairs where they could enjoy the soft scent in the fading day
light. I noticed they both pulled woolen shawls over their 
shoulders. 

They told me they were the last of a family of seven-the 
other five were brothers. Their secret of long life? "Hard work" 
was the answer. 

I thought for a long time after they left. Hard work? If this 
is true all iris fanciers will live to 120! And as I lay in bed that 
night, I thought how rewarding it is to grow a garden full of 
beauty to share with others. This thought lingered in my con
sciousness and I remembered the old lady with her face almost 
inside an iris bloom as sleep brought an end to another day 
during Iris Time, 1962. 

Copy for articles to be published in Newscast must be type
written. 

-Editor 
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1962 NORTH CAROLINA IRIS SOCIETY MEETING 

By Ralph E. Lewis 

The North Carolina Iris Society held its annual meeting 
May 5th at Princeton, North Carolina. A large and enthusiastic 
group visited the iris gardens of Mrs. Lolita Powell, Mrs. A. C. 
Arthur, Mrs. J. W. Langston, and Mrs. J. W. Boyd, and enjoyed 
an appetizing luncheon. Necessary business was transacted. Next 
year's meeting was announced to take place at Davidson, N. C., 
the first weekend in May. Invitations were extended from High 
Point for 1964 and from Kanapolis for 1965. 

Everyone was reminded of the A.LS. Judges' School to be 
held at C. C. O'Brien's May 12 and 13, and Mr. Lewis outlined 
the purpose of this course and urged all members to take ad
vantage of it. He pointed out to non-A.I.S. members that here 
was one advantage of such membership; 

The Region 4 meeting in Roanoke May 26 and 27 was an
nounced. 

Since all gardens were at peak and many of the newest 
varieties were on show, both as guests and as regular garden 
denizens, we were able to have a glorious iris spree. 

Durham gardens of Mrs. Mamie Wilson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph E. Lewis, and Mrs. C. C. Cannon were visited by many, 
although these gardens were at least a week away from peak 
bloom. 

REGION 4 ROBINS 

By Ralph and Helen Lewis 

The job of Director of Robins for Region 4 has become ours. 
We are old hands at being robin members, but new to this re
sponsibility. 

We hope that a large group of Region 4 A.LS. members will 
become interested in Regional Robins, for there is particular ad-
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vantage to interchange of ideas among those of us who are in 
the same region. At the same time, we are a large region and 
show many and varied conditions of growth, so our experiences 
should have the interest of variety. 

We shall be away on a combined business trip and vacation 
till mid-July, but from then on we will be at home in Durham 
and anxious to hear from prospective Robin members. If you 
have any questions or are interested, please write us and we'll 
try to keep things rolling in the fine fashion Mr. Sledd has been 
doing. We do regret the fact that he is not able to continue at 
this work. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Lewis 
1401 Alabama Ave. 
Durham, N. C. 

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Director of Robins, Region 4, Ralph and Helen Lewis (Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph E. Lewis, 1401 Alabama Ave., Durham, N. C.) 

Ralph is a member of the Duke Engineering faculty. Helen 
holds degrees in Geology and Botany. A.LS. members since 
1947 and North Carolina Iris Society members of long standing. 
Ralph is a past president of N.C.LS. and an A.LS. judge. Helen 
is particularly interested in color photography of iris. Our hy
bridizing program is limited both by available space and energy, 
so is directed especially toward breeding dark and medium blue 
ins. 

MRS. McCRACKEN REGISTERS HER 
"LILAC LEA" NATIONALLY 

By Adrian Headley of The Parkersburg News 

A Wood county woman who took up the hobby of Iris rais
ing in 1956 has at least one original variety to her personal credit. 
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She is Mrs. J. R. McCracken of Montgomery Hill, who has reg
istered "Lilac Lea" with the national Iris organization. 

Always intere:;ted in flowers, Mrs. McCracken specialized in 
Irises following the organization of the Rainbow Iris Club when 
it was organized six years ago at Murphytown. It was with the 
intent that she would develop a red Iris that Mrs. McCracken 
joined the organization. 

She is still attempting to achieve that goal, as well as an 
additional one of developing a green Iris. Of course, the Wood 
county resident is not alone in her project, for members of the 
American Iris Society throughout the nation are attempting to 
reach the same goal. · 

Fitting Title 

At the present time Mrs. McCracken has approximately one
half acre planted in Irises, and there are so many different colors 
that she is unable to count them. Truly, she said, the Rainbow 
Iris Club is a fitting title. 

vVithin a brief period of time after having begun to raise 
Irises, Mrs. McCracken became interested in cross-pollinating 
the various varieties, and it was as a result of that interest that 
she has been able to develop the Lilac Lea, which she describes 
as being an almost perfect example of pure lilac color. 

Two weeks ago, during the local club show, Mrs. McCracken 
won a trophy for having the best Iris specimen in the exhibit. 
She is an accredited garden judge for the organization and last 
week traveled to Morgantown and Roanoke, Va., for shows. In 
1957 she attended the national convention at Memphis, Tenn., 
and in 1959 traveled to Oklahoma City, Okla., for that year's 
national convention. 

Club Interest 

According to the hobbyist, she would never have become 
acquainted with Irises to the extent of raising them if it had not 
been for the American Iris Society club program. Her interest in 
that organization is exemplified by the fact that she is currently 
serving as chapter chairman of the Central West Virginia Chap
ter of the national organization, one of three chapters in the state. 
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THE EASTERN SHORE IRIS SOCIETY 

By Mrs. Eldridge Glenn 

Another season of iris bloom has ended, and we enjoyed 
seeing many of the latest and the best in iris growing. Some of 
these were old favorites, of course, that have been grown for 
many years, but all prized for various reasons. 

Our season began on April 8 with a meeting at Casa Blanca, 
the residence of Mrs. Robert Hatcherson, near Chestertown. It 
was a gloomy, rainy afternoon but it was brightened consider
ably by a visit afterwards to Mrs. Edward Hillyer's Fleur De 
Lis Gardens, near Rock Hall, to enjoy her hundreds of daffodils 
that were blooming. Although we· did not have a scheduled iris 
tour, due to the wide variation of bloom, most of the gardens 
in our area were visited, as well as a few on the Western Shore. 

Our Chapter Chairman, Mrs. Eddie Griffith of Federalsburg, 
attended the Roanoke Meeting, and later visited our Regional 
Vice President, Mr. Earl Browder at St. Albans, W. Va., and 
finally Dr. Harold Harned of Oakland, Md. Dr. Harned had 
peak bloom as late as June 8. 

Two other gardens that were visited on the Western Shore 
were those of Mrs. Hutmire and Mrs. Rhodes at Takoma Park, 
and Dr. Donald Mitchell of Lanham. 

Maryland is growing many new and outstanding irises, some 
of which are as follows: 1962 Introduction - CELESTIAL 
HALO; 1961 Introductions - BRIGHT CLOUD, BRASILIA, 
EMERALD FOUNTAIN, ESTHER FAY, LICORICE STICK, 
ORANGE PARADE, and introduced in 1960 - ARCTIC 
FLAME, ARCTIC SKIES, BLACK SWAN, COURT BAL
LET, DOT AND DASH, DAWN CREST, DAWN STAR, 
FOAMING SEAS, FAIR LUZON, GARDEN PARTY, 
HONEY BIRD, JUNGLE FIRES, HOPE DIVINE, MY 
IDAHO, NEW ARRIVAL, ONE DESIRE, POINT LACE, 
QUEEN'S DESIRE, ROCOCO, RAINBOW GOLD, SHEIK 
OF ARABY, VELVET ROBE. 

Some I especially liked were: APPLAUSE, GOLD CUP, 
CREAM CREST, ALLEGIANCE, POINT LACE, CELES-
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TIAL SNOW, POET'S DREAM, SHILOH, LILAC FESTI
VAL, ORANGE P.\RADE, GARDEN PARTY, NEW ARRI
VAL, EMMA CCOK, ESTHER FAY, BABY'S BONNET, 
SOARING KITE, GRACELLE, ASPENGLOW, COURT 
BALLET, LA NEGRA FLOR, HOPE DIVINE, DA \VN 
CREST, DA \VN STAR, COPPER HALO, OLYMPIC 
TORCH, ENCHANTED VIOLET, BLACK SWAN, ARCTIC 
FLAME, MELODRAMA, PRETTY CAROL, AMETHYST 
FLAME, BRONZE BELL, WHOLE CLOTH and TOLL 
GATE. 

Our real highlight of the season was when Mr. Hubert Fis
cher, the Chairman of the Committee for Affiliation, confirmed 
our affiliation with the A.LS. We are now looking forward to 
even greater pleasures and benefits than before. 

After the end of iris bloom and a short breather, we met 
again on June 8 in Mrs. Kenneth Patchett's garden, Easton, 
Md., to elect new officers and make plans for an auction. The 
officers elected were: President, Mrs. Edward Hillyer, Rock 
Hall; Vice President, Mrs. Eldridge Glenn, Rock Hall ; Secre
tary, Mrs. Frank Hankins, Smyrna, Del. (geographically located 
in Region 3 but a member of Region 4) ; Treasurer, Mrs. Lee 
Kelly, Salisbury. 

The date of the auction, our first, has been set for Saturday, 
June 30, preceded by a picnic lunch. Everyone is looking forward 
to much enjoyment, and the opportunity to pick up some bar
gains; also to contribute to the Regional expenses and the pub
lication of News Cast. 

Two NEW CHAPTER PUBLICATIONS 

Two very fine chapter publications in our Region 4 are, 
"SOWV AIS" Southern \Nest Virginia Chapter, American Iris 
Society News, edited by James M. Aultz, in Huntington, West. 
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Virginia, and "CEE-CEE-EN" Central Chapter Newsletter edit
ed by Roberta McMullin in Parkersburg, West Virginia. 

They are both doing a splendid piece of work in knitting 
their chapters closer together. Both are most readable and are 
full of articles of local interest as well as Regional news. 

One article of interest to the Region by the "CEE~CEE
EN" Editor follows: 

I HAD THREE BACKSEAT DRIVERS 

By Roberta McMullin 

Hurry, scurry, hustle, and bustle! A mother getting ready 
to leave her family on its own for three whole days. More ex
citement than when I got ready to go to the hospital last sum
mer, for I knew ahead of time that I was going to Roanoke for 
the Regional Meeting and Garden Tours. 

I had told Jennie at the time of her election to Chairman of 
our Chapter that my little buggy was at her disposal when she 
needed transportation. So we began making our plans then, in 
February, to go to the regional meeting in May. I could hardly 
wait; I believe I was looking forward to this trip even more 
than I was to my first iris show. 

The morning arrived, the little car was ready, the "girulls" 
were waiting, so I began my rounds. First to pick up Juanita, 
and then to Esther's, where Jennie and Belle were to be wait
ing. It took some packing and shoving to get five suitcases, one 
being Belle's steamer trunk, and extra packages of hats, boots, 
and the like into the trunk of the little car, but we finally got it 
done. 

Now we were ready to start. Eight o'clock, as we had said. 
Belle, the time keeper, took note of it and the beginning mileage. 
I didn't have too much trouble with the girls in the back seat 
until we got through town and out on the "pike," but then I was 
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told every little curve and turn. I don't know whether Jennie 
was apprehensive of my driving, for she had never ridden with 
me, but she was very quiet, there in the front seat. Slowl¥ she 
began to relax, say a few words now and then, and finally join 
in our fun with words and directions. 

I believe my drivers became too engrossed in their conver
sation, as they let me get by the turn to get onto Route 77, and 
that was where we got our first excitement. "I was sailing 
along," minding my own business, when around an S-curve was 
a barricade on the other half of the road where there had been 
a slide. But, to my surprise, there was also another car meeting 
the same barricade and not waiting as he should. It was lucky 
that there was enough room for me to get off the road, for it was 
certain that he could not. It was not far from there that we 
could get onto Route 77 for a while. We were making good time 
and the closer we got to Charleston, the more we wondered why 
we could not slip over to St. Albans and see what gardens we 
could find in a short time. Juanita knew the way so she drove 
from the back seat. Of course, through Charleston I had lots 
of help finding the routes and stop signs. 

When we got to St. Albans we could not remember any 
street addresses so we visited one of Juanita's numerous rela
tives in that area and borrowed a telephone directory. Names 
I could remember were Browder and Poff, so we started off to 
see their gardens. Rett, Juanita's sister-in-law, took time off 
from her ironing to get her car and show us the way to Brow
der's. As was usual in all gardens this week-end, the iris were 
past their peak, but we did see some very lovely iris both in this 
garden and the Poff garden. We took the names of ones we 
liked and would like to have, and that might be on the sympo
sium ballot for the A.LS. 

Then back to Charleston and the boulevard. I had more 
fun gliding in and out of the line of traffic. We decided we had 
better eat before getting on the turnpike as we were all very 
hungry. This we did and after a little rest we were off and it 
was really hard to keep the Falcon down to 60 as was expected. 
I felt an extra bump to the wheels and stopped at the first turn-
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out to see if there was too much air in my tires, but the attend
ant said the bumpiness was just the turnpike. This set my mind 
at ease and the rest of the way was smooth sailing. I felt con
cerned about the safety of my passengers, and didn't want a 
blowout and possible injury to any of them. 

Off the turnpike now and more directions to find, but my 
back seat drivers did a good job. All I had to do was to move 
the wheel when we came to a turn and stop when a light was 
red. I could have driven the whole way blindfolded but I wanted 
to enjoy the drive as much as they. All along the way we saw 
piles of rotted sawdust and planned to throw out the luggage 
and pack the trunk with some for our iris beds. But we decided 
~e might need our clothes an.d sailed right by. 

Finally we reached Roanoke and found the hotel where 
Jennie was to _attend her meeting. And guess what? The sky 
opened up and all the water up there came down in sheets and 
blankets. So, the rates being reasonable, or so we thought, we 
decided to stay there. No travel for Jennie in the rain and we 
could get out for a little supper and see a bit of the town. 

This we did while Jennie ate in style; $4.00 worth of style! 
And kept late hours. We were in bed, like good girls, when she 
came in, but you know what happened-yes, she woke us up to 
talk about it all. And I do mean "all." 

After trying to sleep around the snores and someone talking 
out loud, (or so they all said, and it could have been me, be
ta use I slept) morning came and we were anxious to get to the 
J-ardens and see the iris. I will be frank to say that all the 
gardens were not good, and our hosts felt it too, but I got some 
good ideas from those gardens where there was no bloom. But 
the tour from garden to garden was lots of fun. To some we 
went in caravans and to others we went on our own, seeing who 
found the place first. It was nice to find the Burfield's at the 
first garden and we stuck together for the rest of the tour. 

I tried to get some colored pictures of each garden we visited 
and I did just that in all except Mrs. McCoy's. The bloom was 
about gone and the beds were mostly in the shade of lovely 
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trees, but her's was the garden where I liked the arrangement 
of planting. She had other flowers beside iris. Backing to a 
fence of evergreens she had a row of lillies, to give later bloom, 
then a row of peonies and tall perennials, then the iris fronted 
by a row of low perennials. Very lively. I hope to try this in 
my own garden but will have to work without the evergreens 
as I have no room. I run over a little into my neighbor's gar
den as it is. 

There was little bloom at Meagher's but we were met by 
a very lovely large dog. No picture here but one of the crowd 
on the lawn. Amateur that I am I also got a good one of just 
feet and grass, no heads. 

There were lovely iris in the Stephenson garden, but the 
best bloom of the tour were in the commercial gardens. But 
being me, I suppose, I didn't like just beds of iris. I like a little 
bit of something else too. Maybe I'm wrong in my gardening, 
or maybe that is just what it takes in a small garden. 

Did I miss something? No, I was coming to them; the 
luncheon and the banquet. Fabulous l The Country Club where 
the luncheon was served was out of this world. Beautiful and 
huge, and the food was very, very good. Four of the chapter's 
arrangers had made some of the loveliest "do-es" I have ever 
seen. These were on a special table, but my flash equipment 
took this time to quit on me so I didn't get any pictures. 

After the tour of gardens for the afternoon, we "snuck" 
away to "Landsend" instead of waiting until Sunday morning 
and we were well payed for doing so. vVords cannot tell about 
such beauty. I could have spent more and more time in this 
lovely place. But we must return to the hotel and get ready for 
the banquet. As we could see the sign of the Patrick Henry 
Hotel from our hotel we decided to leave the car and walk. We 
had to hurry but we were there in plenty of time. The banquet 
was a delightful smorgasbord, with everything imaginable to 
offer. I am ashamed to say that my plate was heaped, but I ate 
it all. And then back to get dessert. 
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There was a short business meeting, consisting of the re
ports from various committees. Mr. John \Vilson is head of sev
eral committees and every time he was called on he got in a 
one minute commercial for the auction for North Carolina. He 
was a scream. Mr. Browder was re-elected as Regional Vice
Presiden t for another year. He then appointed Mrs. Rena 
Frantz as assistant. If her work towards this successful meeting 
is a sample then she will ably fill the position. 

A kind invitation to hold the 1964 meeting with the C & P 
Chapter in Washington, D. C., was offered and accepted. See 
you in Washington in 1964. St. Albans in 1963 for the Centen
nial celebrations for West Virginia. 

The slides ordered for the evening's entertainment did not 
get there in time, so a very lovely substitution was made. Mr. 
Meagher was prepared with slides of the iris show held recently 
in Norfolk, Va., and slides of iris taken in local gardens by Mr. 
Joe Lynn. He said he was just an amateur but the slides were 
lovely. By now we were able to recognize some of the varieties. 

Back to the hotel and bed. Because of the cancellation of 
one Sunday garden and having seen Landsend yesterday we 
decided to get an early start. We were glad we did for the day 
was gray and gloomy. So by the time for the Sunday tour to 
start we were well on our way home, looking forward to seeing 
our gardens, but looking back to yesterday's gardens and glad 
we had come. 

Taking the ride in short drives and resting once in a while 
was our idea, so one stop for breakfast, and one on a long hill, 
to pick up Virginia rocks for our gardens. You'd be surprised 
at the choices each one made; Jennie and Esther chose large, 
flat ones, Juanita's was just a little bit smaller, Belle chose those 
with color and I got two medium-sized, chunky ones for my 
rock garden. Yes, we did get them in the car-a shifting of 
hats and boots and the fl.at ones slipped in and the others fit 
around the spare tire. Jennie didn't trust her's so it became ~ 
footstool to the front seat. · · · 
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While traveling the turnpike back and still making good 
time we decided to swing around again and take a look at the 
Centennial Garden site. Once again Juauita took over directions; 
she has a sister and a brother in Dunbar, in fact she has a sister 
or a brother just most any place that way. 

Right now the garden looks about like it does on the paper: 
The beds were raised and ready and the mound was there wait
ing patiently for its new and beautiful dress. 

Since we were this far from our original route we thought 
it would be nice to travel on to Point Pleasant and come home 
by way of Ravenswood. It was five tired and weary "girls" who 
climbed out of the little car at Esther's to unload suitcases, rocks, 
boots and umbrellas. Then on to Juanita's and ditto, and back 
home. 

"Hi, Mom, did you have a nice time? It rained here all 
weekend." 

As a fitting close to our delightful trip, I immediately used 
the balance of the expense money the girls gave me to send an 
order to Mrs. Frantz at "Flagpatch," one of the very lovely 
gardens we toured. So please come and see my garden when 
they are in bloom next year. 

"LISTENING IN'"' 

By Mrs. C. C. O'Brien 

Just listening in at an American Iris Society Convention 
and tour can be quite amusing, as well as constructive. 

Hotel Clerk: "What sort of convention is this coming in? 
They all come in waving to someone in the lobby. They quit 
registering to run greet someone. They even kiss them. They 
must have come from the Deep South, where they are all kissing 
cousins." 
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GROWER:" I didn't know all these iris had open stand
ards." 

EXPERT: "They shouldn't. This is due to a deficiency in 
the soil. If you have a seedling with open standards, don't throw 
it away until you feed it. These haven't strength to hold up 
their standards." 

CUSTOMER: "I purchased your new introduction last year 
and it multiplied well, but didn't bloom." 

HYBRIDIZER: "When you go home, break it apart and 
plant a part of it somewhere else, or it won't bloom next year." 

AMATEUR HYBRIDIZER: "How many generations do 
you carry your line breeding?" 

EXPERT: "Five is the limit. After that you would get 
the worst 'dogs' you· ever saw. You should start outbreeding 
about the fourth." 

GROWER: "We have been bothered with rot this year." 

EXPERT GROWER: "Don't let that worry you. Just dis
solve one tablespoon of Semisan in one gallon of water and spray 
on. If real bad, take up plant and soak in solution thirty min
utes." 

MIDDLE-AGED HYBRIDIZER: "When I retire, I am 
going to do some serious hybridizing." 

ELDERLY MAN tripping off to next bed: "Young man, 
you had better do it now. When you retire, you won't have 
time." 

FIRST JUDGE: "This is the last day to decide which iris 
to vote for the President's Cup." 

SECOND JUDGE: "Well, we all agree that PACIFIC 
PANORAMA by Sexton has everything to be desired in an iris." 

THIRD JUDGE: "True, but we have too many blues." 

FIRST JUDGE: "We should vote for a local iris and we 
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have seen MILLIONAIRE doing well in all the gardens. Look 
how it takes these Kansas winds." 

FOURTH JUDGE: "If you want the most beautiful iris 
seen, you should vote for CINNAMON HEART, that lovely · 
cream with dark brown center and heavy dark brown beard." 

SECOND JUDGE: "If I could vote for a seedling, it would 
be Dr. Knocke's K-3. It will be a Dyke's someday. 

FIRST JUDGE: "Everybody should vote for MILLION
AIRE." 

JUDGES' SCHOOL SPEAKER: "You should be training 
the judges how to judge spurias. They are here to stay, whether 
you like it or not." 

PHOTOGRAPHER changing film in camera as he wrap
ped up the finished films : "Well-now we at least see the pic
tures of those Siamese kittens that were born last January." 

VOICES from lobby on that sad checking out morning: 
"Had a wonderful time. Will see you in Colorado next June." 

Each spring I spread an application of Benzine Hexachlo
ride around my irises which kills the borer and other insect pests. 
One application will last for a full iris season. 

Carlton Baumgardner, Frederick, Md. 

My husband is interested in hybridizing, especially pinks and 
reds. He made several crosses again this year. He has about 
500 seedlings from 1961 crosses which will bloom in 1963. 

Mrs. vV. Wayne LaMar, Cheverly, Md. 
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