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AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY, REGION 4

REGIONAL AND CHAPTER OFFICERS

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT

Earl T. Browder

811 D. Pennsylvania Ave. (Office)
St. Albans, W. Va.

AssISTANT REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Mrs. Rena Frantz

813 Tremont Road
Salem, Virginia
HiSTORIAN AND LIBRARIAN
Mrs. Guy R. Kirby

212 Forrest Avenue
Norfolk 5, Virginia
Epitor NEws CasT
Richard L. Meagher
Route 4, Box 202
Roanoke, Virginia
TREASURER

E. L. Poff

2524 Kanawha Terrace
St. Albans, W. Va.

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
Frederick G. Stephenson

Rt. 4, Box 520

Roanoke, Virginia

Avuction CHAIRMAN

Scott Bowers

Box 455

Jackson, N. C.

Junces TraiNiNG ComMITTEE CEM.
Claude C. O’Brien

1216 Bellvue Street

Greensboro, N. C.

RoBINS CHAIRMAN

Ralph and Helen Lewis

1401 Alabama Avenue

Durham, N. C.

MounTaINEer (W. VA.) Crar. CaM.
Claude J. Davis

364 Spencer Avenue
‘Morgantown, W. Va.

BLue Ringe CeEAPTER CHAIRMAN
Mrs. Rena Frantz
813 Tremont Road

‘Salem, Virginia

MARYLAND East Suore CHAP. CHM.
Mrs. Eddie Griffith

Route 1, Box 189

Federalsburg, Maryland

SouTHERN W, VA, Cuarter CHM,
W. D. Kelly )

407 Greenbrier Street
Charleston, W. Va.

NorroLK, VA., CHAPTER CHAIRMAN
Mrs. Robert L. Munn

Baylake Pines

Bayside, Virginia

WESTERN N. C., CHAPTER CHAIRMAN
Frank Sherrill

401 Woodlawn Street

Davidson, N. C.

Eastern N. C., CHAPTER CHAIRMAN
John Wilson

3401 Rockingham Road
Greensboro, N. C.

RicaMonp, VA, CHAPTER CHAIRMAN
Mrs. Ann Dodson

Route 2, Box 118A

Richmond, Virginia

C & P (Mp.) CaarTER CHAIRMAN
John P. Miller, Jr.

1311 Pinewood Drive

Frederick, Maryland

CENTRAL W, VA. CHAPTER CHAIRMAN
Mrs. Jennie McCracken

Route 2

‘Walker, W. Va.

WEesTERN Mp. CEAPTER CHAIRMAN
Harold Harned

132 Second Street

‘Oakland, Maryland



AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY REGION 4 JUDGES FOR 1963

R.V.P. Earl T. Browder
William T. Allen

F. H. Alexander
James Aultz

Mrs. H. T. Aycock
Scott Bowers

B. J. Brown*

Mrs. B. J. Brown*
Mrs. F. Allen Brown
Mrs. J. B. Crozier

Dr. Claude J. Davis
Mrs. Ann Dodson
Mrs. J. H. Frantz

H. H. Harned

Mrs. Craven B. Helms
Mrs. E. J. Hillyer
Mrs. Hubert Johnston
Mrs. Julian Jones

Mrs. Santelle Jones*
W. D. Kelley

Mrs. Guy R. Kirbey
Mrs. W. C. Landolina*
Dr. Anna M. Lee
Ralph E. Lewis
Samuel H. Luck
Joseph Lynn, Jr.

Mrs. J. R. McCracken
Mrs. John W. McCoy*
Louis McDonald
Robert McElheny
Richard L. Meagher
Mrs. Robert L. Munn
C. C. O’Brien**

Mrs. C. C. O'Brien
Mrs. D. H. Parham
Mrs. Nelson O. Price*
Mrs. Cecil H. Reed
Ivan Richmond*

Mrs. A. W. Rice

2517 Washington Ave., St. Albans, W. Va.
10 Kemper Ave., Newport News, Va.
1001 Wiloubar Terrace, High Point, N. C.
1010—13th St., Huntington, W. Va.

230 Forrest Ave., Norfolk, Va.

P. O. Box 445, Jackson, N. C.

R.F.D. 3, Charlotte, N. C.

R.E.D. 3, Charlotte, N. C.

4326 Grandin Rd. Ext., Roanoke, Va.

Box 187, Iaeger, W. Va.

364 Spencer Ave., Morgantown, W. Va.
Rt. 2, Box 418-A, Richmond, Va.

813 Tremont Rd., Salem, Va.

QOakland, Md.

Monroe, N. C.

Rock Hall, Md.

Rt. 1, Box 380, Jamestown, N. C.

202 West End Ave., Cambridge, Md.
3409 Hawthorne Rd., Rocky Mount, N. C.
407 Greenbrier St., Charleston, W. Va.
212 Forrest Ave., Norfolk 5, Va.

Arden Forrest, Clemmons, N. C.

3505 White Chapel Rd., Norfolk, Va.
1401 Alabama Ave., Durham, N. C.

311 Somerset Dr., Baltimore 10, Md.

Box 323, Buena Vista, Va.

Rt. 2, Box 72, Walker, W. Va.

3450 Windsor Rd., Roanoke, Va.

516 Victoria Ave., Lynchburg, Va.

Black Mountain, N. C.

R.F.D. 4, Box 202, Roanoke, Va.

106 Bounty Rd., Bayside, Va.

1216 Bellvue St., Greensboro, N. C.

1216 Bellvue St., Greensboro, N. C.

3113 Triangle Lakes Rd., High Point, N. C.
107 Wharton, “Jnlpri,” Blacksburg, Va.
6313 Glen Oak Dr., Norfolk 13, Va.
9200 Flower Ave., Silver Spring, Md.
2817 Avenham Ave., S. W., Roanoke, Va.

Note: The names followed by an asterisk are Exhibition ]udges. Two
asterisks indicate a Senior Judge, the others are Garden Judges.
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Frank C. Sherrill 226 Forrest Ave., Norfolk, Va.
Mrs. Chas. F. Roberts** Davidson, N. C.

Mrs. H. C. Sledd* Mt. Sterling Plantation, Providence Forge, Va.
Mrs. Harry R. Smith* 1436 Rankin Rd., Greensboro, N. C.

Archie Stanton 1434 Lafayette Blvd., Norfolk 9, Va.

Mrs. Fred G. Stevenson* R.F.D. 4, Box 450, Roanoke, Va.

Mrs. J. L. Summers* Rt. 5, Box 215, Parkersburg, W. Va.

Mrs. F. G. Ward 1604 James St., Bayside, Va.

Mrs. C. L. Watson* 1624—15th St., Parkersburg, W. Va.

Mrs. Berkley Williams, Jr.* 364 Albemarle St., Richmond, Va.

John H, Wilson 3401 Rockingham Rd., Greensboro, N. C.

THE REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Fellow Irisarians:

Many of you have heard Mr. O’Brien tell the story of the
retiring R.V.P. telling him that “Region 4 is now your baby.”
‘Well, we may have been a baby when Claude came to baby sit
with us. Perhaps we were. Let’s see, that would have been some
four years ago — so now we’re four years older.

That means you are old enough to understand. So I’ll talk
a bit. Could be you are also old enough for a few words of
praise. So you shall have them. Could also be you are old enough
for the bedroom slipper. And I propose to apply that, too. Sup-
pose I use the slipper first and have done with it then send you to
bed with words of fatherly advice and praise? O. K. Then go
fetch the slipper and let’s have done with that part of it, to wit:

Ours is a hobby organization. We love the iris and iris
people. We enjoy the fellowship and friendship that is ours.
‘We want our tribe to increase and work to that end.

Now with any effort there is work, for effort itself is work.
The Region is so organized that no one is over-burdened with
work — if each one of us does our part. When any one of us
fails to do our fair share that means someone else must do it for
us. Then that “someone” is overburdened.
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Just what is the average member supposed to do? In the
first place we have no such member. Each one of you is above
average or you would not be a member of the American Iris
Society to start with. Let me answer the question as though
you were average, by putting it this way: It is your Society —
what do you want it to be?

You want News Cast on time. Then send your stories to
the Editor! He simply cannot publish a News Cast without ma-
terial. We had no January, 1962 News Cast. Why? No stories.
October, 1962 was way late. Why? No stories.

Each one of you knows an iris story the rest of us would
like to read. Write them and send them to Dick Meagher! Do
it now. You are failing him — you have let him down. And when
you let him down everyone suffers! The excuse “But I never
did write a story — I don’t know how to” simply is not ac-
ceptable.

We have funds to publish News Cast. We have a capable
‘Editor who wants to work. We have everything that is needed
except your share of the work. News Cast is yours. It will be
precisely what you make it. No more. No less. Now go fetch
paper and pencil and write that story or next time I’ll use the
hickory! And while you're at it — answer all your iris letters.
Promptly. Always.

Now, now — I'm sorry. You're not all bad. ‘As a matter of
fact you're pretty good. Most times. Such as on the matter of
membership. When the contest ended Region 4 stood at 440
members. As we had 397 at the beginning we have a net gain
of 43. So some of you worked. As a matter of fact you did a
better job than the figures above appear to indicate. A total of
124 new members were reported from Region 4. Unfortunately
we had 81 drop-outs, leaving the net gain of 43.

Elsewhere in this issue I have much to say about Chapter
meetings. I am hopeful you read the article and pay heed. If
you will I am confident we will be able to practically end drop-
out trouble.



So now you have been chastised. You have been praised
for your work in the membership contest. Let’s settle down and
visit for a bit.

Naturally you will redouble your efforts this year and just
as naturally we will end the year with well over 500 members.
That’s fine, and I compliment you in advance for it. But what
about drop-outs?

If we loose even one member this year for any reasons other
than death or moving from the Region it is because someone
failed. You cared enough to invite folks to become members of
the American Iris Society. Do you care enough to keep them?

As I write this you have not received October News Cast,
so naturally I have had no answer to my question “Why Drop
Outs?’ Even so, I am convinced we lose members because we
fail to hold their interest. I urge each of you to telephone or
visit or write each new member you obtained. Keep them in-
terested.

So let this be our goal for 63 — over 500 members and not
one drop-out.

Have a seedling iris in bloom in the home greenhouse for
this Thanksgiving Day, 1963. A little brown-red scarcely worth
composting except for the fact it is very sweetly fragrant. Mrs.
Browder grows a few iris for cutting — and I've strict orders
to keep crossing tags off her iris. Can’t even take an anther of
pollen. Besides that, some snake-in-the-grass of a turn coat
friend helps her acquire new varieties that she promptly re-
names such outlandish things as Sally Saint, Big Post, and what
have you in an effort to confuse me. And I have to cultivate
them! ‘

Planted 16 Siberians last fall. My first attempt. They look
dead to me. Hope my few oncos are pretty as the picture when
you visit in May. Must go over all my iris and trim off the dead
foliage. Then I will pile it in neat piles throughout the iris until
mid May, then burn it. Why? ’Cause a man who should know
says the borer moth lays eggs only on dead iris foliage. The
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piles of dead leaves acts as a decoy. He has no borer — and
does not spray. Can anyone tell me when bloom stalks are
formed in the rhizome? I wish I knew. I particularly enjoyed
the article of Dr. Lee Lenz in the October Bulletin. Some dog
show folks I know threaten to bodily steal Betty Woods “prop
the falls and standards up” poem in the same issue.

Our Judges Training Program is being much used in the
National Program — with due credit to Region 4. Many are
watching our Chapter Plan very closely.

I've quarreled at you. I've praised you. I've visited with
you. Now let’s go drum up a local Chapter meeting. And if your
meeting is within 150 miles of me and on a Saturday night I'll be
mad if you don’t invite me.

Sincerely,

Earl T. Browder, R V.P.

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN

Due to the fact his professional duties are so time consum-
ing and exacting Ed Simms has had to resign as our Member-
ship Chairman.

I have appointed irisarian F. G. Stephenson as the new
Membership Chairman. Fred is well known in iris circles and
promises to continue the high standards set by his predecessors
Ed Simms and John Wilson. He will, I am confident, have much
to say about it elsewhere in this issue of News Cast.

Let’s all pitch in and give him all the help we can.
Earl T. Browder, R.V.P.



A VisSIT TO A NATIONAL TEST (GARDEN
By Claude J. Davis

‘When the national test garden program was established by
the American Iris Society, I applauded the move as one of the
most constructive taken since I became an AIS member in 1953.
Here at last, I thought, the irises which receive AIS awards
would be thoroughly tested and only those which win the judges
approval in every section of the country would receive the awards. '

I'm one of those people who dislike traveling and do as
little of it as possible. However, I eagerly drove to Kingwood
Center in Mansfield, Ohio, last spring to visit one of the five
national test gardens. My first disappointment, upon arrival,
came when I learned that the administration building was closed
and that no one was around to answer questions. My visit was
on Saturday, June 2nd, when the irises were in full bloom. Since
most of us work Monday through Friday and visit iris gardens
on Saturday and Sunday, one would hardly expect to find no
host or hostess tending the iris patch on a beautiful Saturday.

The irises at Kingwood Center are grown to perfection and
each is well marked. A pamphlet, telling in which bed an iris
grown there might be found made the looking quite pleasant.
Beyond this, the garden was a keen disappointment.

I believe that I can say without fear of serious contradiction
that I have a better collection of irises in my garden than the
collection at Kingwood Center. There were very few seedlings
and very few named varieties which were eligible for an AIS
award. I had expected to see more — a lot more — than I did.

This criticism, of course, is not directed at the officials at
Kingwood Center. Their job is to grow the irises which are sent
to them, and, as I have said, they have done a superb job of this.
They cannot, however, grow irises they don’t have. Rather, the
responsibility lies with the American Iris Society and, more
particularly, with the AIS Board of Directors. Unless and until
the Board returns to the rule making all irises ineligible for
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AIS awards unless they are tested at the five national test
gardens, the test garden program will remain more or less a
farce.

I have heard two reasons why the rule referred to above
was changed by the Board of Directors. (As far as I know, no
official statement was ever made as to the reason for the change
— an explanation which the membership should have been given.)
One is that there are not enough judges to conduct the test
garden program, and the other is that the hybridizer cannot
spare five rhizomes to send to the test gardens.

To the first of these, I say: we have somewhere in the
vicinity of 650 garden judges. If there are not enough judges
living near the test gardens, then the AIS should transport some
judges to and from the gardens enough times for them to make
judgments as to how well the irises are doing.

As for the hybridizer who doesn’t want to part with five
rhizomes of his new seedlings, let the AIS say to him: that’s
perfectly alright; you keep your rhizomes and we’ll keep our
awards! The hybridizer who has too few rhizomes to part with
any for testing purposes is either introducing his seedling too
early — even before he has thoroughly tested it in his own gar-
den — or he’s introducing a seedling which is a very poor in-
creaser.

So, I say, let’s return to the original rule of requiring each
seedling to be tested before receiving an AIS award. If we do,
the national test garden program will then amount to something.
It doesn’t now.

Claude J. Davis
364 Spencer Avenue

Morgantown, W. Va.



LET'Ss HAVE AN IRIS MEETING

Happy New Year te you and yours. I write that for each
of you and am most sincere when I write it. I am also sincere
when I tell you I know how the New Year can be happier for
you. This is a matter that is dear to my heart, so please read on.

In the final analysis ours is a hobby organization. We grow
the iris for pleasure. We know of no other flower that gives us
the wild riot of color. Or that is so easily grown. Or that varies
so greatly. Or that has attracted such an outstanding group of
men and women. _

At bloom time we are beside ourselves with joy at each
newly opened flower. We are out before breakfast to enjoy
them in the still of early morning. In noon day sun we go over
them lovingly, searching out the varieties that do not burn or
fade. And in the twilight hours look again hoping to find near
open buds that hold forth tomorrow’s beauty-to-be.

We thrill with each visitor to our garden so glad are we
to share the beauty of our flower. We hasten to other gardens
far and near to enjoy those gardens with their owners. We make
our plans for the trading or giving or sharing of rhizomes, and
are most happy all during bloom time.

After that our interest lags though we carefully weed and
trim and lift and divide and replant to lay the foundation for
another season of bloom.

But there is more to it that that! If the enjoyment of the
flower in bloom is all you have you are missing a most important
part of the benefits due you as a member of the American Iris
Society. Let us look at just one of those benefits — the one I so
much want you to know.

It is true that bloom time lasts but a few short weeks. But
the iris is for enjoyment the entire year! Bloom time being over
does not mean we should hibernate the remaining ten months or
crawl into a shell!

Iris people are alive a full twelve months of the year. They
are a pleasure always. They enjoy the companionship and fellow-
ship that is yours. How? Simply by having meetings — iris
meetings.



All of Region 4 is divided into Chapters. Each Chapter is
organized. Each A.L.S. member in the Region is a member of
a Chapter. Have Chapter meetings. Have them often. In fact
the more often you have them the more pleasure you have.

Meetings are not work. They are fun! Then just why do
we not have more of them? I think I know why. I think it is
only because it has not occurred to us to have them. I think it
is that simple.

Now if you plan a meeting and serve a nine course dinner
and everyone attends in a party gown and dress suit and you
are bored to tears with a tedious after dinner speaker then they
are work. And please count me out. It is not of such meetings
I speak.

Call your Chapter Chairman (unless vou are one!) and sug-
gest a meeting. Decide the place. Set the time — an evening
by all means. Invite someone to take a projector and screen.
Contact every A.LS. member in your Chapter. (All Chapter
Chairmen have a list of them). Invite them to the meeting.
Put zest into the invitation. Make it sound like the gay adventure
it is. Have each member bring along a non A.L.S. irisarian as a

guest.

Invite a wise old irisarian to talk for five minutes on “If I
were just starting with iris.” Have a round table talk on how
best to control borer. On why vou do or do not mulch. On
trimming fans. On — you name it — anything of interest.

Keep the meeting moving along. Keep it interesting. Serve,
or do not serve, coffee and cookies as suits your whim. Keep the
meeting carefree and informal. Appoint a prankster to keep
folks laughing and in good humor. Give door prizes — now
simply a slip of paper saying “The bearer is entitled to a rhi-
zome of WHOLE CLOTH (or any variety) from the garden
of John and Mary Doe in July.” Make your guests eligible for
prizes. Have fun!

The hours will slip away faster than you think and you will
ask yourselves “Why don’t we do this more often?” Why don’t
you?
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For the year 1963 that will be the theme of my song. More
meetings. Why? Because I know how you will value them.
Because I know the fun you will have. Because I know this is
the best way to obtain new members, for you will invite your
guests to membership — unless they invite themselves.

No, this is not a story for the folks in another Chapter. It
is for you — the A.L.S. member reading it. You yourself. In
person. So you take it unto yourself to initiate a meeting. Now.

Because I am so much sold on the idea of frequent meetings
there are prizes. They are:

To the Chapter having the most meetings between the date
you receive this issue (January, 1963) of News Cast and July 1,
1963 the Regional Treasurer will send a check in the sum of
$50.00 as a prize to the Chapter.

If the Chapter having the most meetings also has the greatest
number of new A.I.S. members brought in from their meetings—
but not less than ten—the prize will be increased by $10.00 and
will continue to increase $10.00 for each additional ten members.

To the A.L.S. member attending the most Chapter meetings
a prize of $50.00 worth of iris from my garden — your choice.
Visiting Chapter meetings other than your own counts provided
you have the Chapter Chairman whose meeting you visited write
me that you were there.

The Regional Board has not approved the offering of Re-
gional funds as a prize. If they do not approve the offer I will
make it good personally. And that should tell you how confi-
dent I am of the pleasure to be had from Chapter meetings.

How often should you meet? It’s up to you. I hope all
of you meet monthly. Whether or not you do is up to you. The
more often you meet the more fun you have. It’s that simple.

If T have made the Chapter meetings sound like work I have
let you down . They are not work — they are simply a means
of continuing the iris season a full twelve months. Try them.
Don’t let them be work. And I promise you a year around en-

joyment of the iris. Earl T. Browder, R.V.P.
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NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN 1963

Plans for our 1963 Membership Campaign will be very much
the same as last year, modified to be more effective in produc-
ing a net gain. As usual the Campaign begins October 1, 1962
and closes September 30, 1963. Quota of 25% increase will be
our Regional goals.

The Plan

For every six new members secured, the participant will be
awarded one single annual membership extension.

For every seven new members secured, the participant will
be awarded one family membership extension.

Participants will be credited for the various types of mem-
bership to the following schedule:

Type membership Will count as

Single annual 1 new member
Family annual 2 new members
Single triennial 3 new members
Family triennial 5 new members
Sustaining 5 new members
Research 10 new members
Life membership 25 new members
Change from Single annual to Family 1 new member
Change from Single triennial to Family = 2 new members

Rules

1. Each new membership must be sent to Regional Vice Presi-
dent or Regional Membership Chairman within one week
after secured.

2. Each new membership must be reported on separate slip
(postcard size) showing name, address, type of membership
and date, together with name and complete address of par-
ticipant securing new member.

3. New memberships are to be credited only to participant se-
curing them.

4. Renewal of membership after lapse of one year will count as
new member.

5. New membership received by our Secretary in St. Louis
office after September 30, 1963 will not be counted.
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Awards for Regions

Keeping members is still our greatest problem. Cash awards
are offered the Regions. It is hoped this will serve as a stimulant
to greater effort as well as supply funds for those regions that
find this helpful.

To the Region with the lowest percentage of “drop-outs”
an award of $75.00.

To the Region with second lowest percentage of “drop-outs”
an award of $50.00.

To the Region with third lowest percentage of “drop-outs”
an award of $25.00.
Claude C. O’Brien

National Membership Chairman

Way Dror Outs — Continued

Now the irisarians in the other county did not write their
stories for October’s News Cast and as a result you did not
receive it until just about December 1 — the day your letters
were to be in the mail. Not fair. And elsewhere I quarrel at
them for not sending their stories in in time.

I still want to know why Drop Outs! So the time for your
reply is being extended to July 1, 1963. Gives you plenty of
time. Go get October’s News Cast and read again the story —
and find out Why Drop Outs. Please.

Now while you're at it go visit the new members you found
in 1962. Make them feel welcome and wanted. Prove to them
the value of their A.I.S. membership. Remember: No drop-outs
in Region 4 this year!

Earl T. Browder, R.V.P.
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Iris pallida AND RELATED SPECIES
By L. F. and Fannie R. Randolph

The cultural requirements of garden irises have been de-
termined by the species of wild iris from which they originated.
The tall bearded irises commonly grown in American gardens
include combinations of genes irom a half dozen or more species,
some of which are indigenous to the relatively cold climates of
central and southern Europe. Others came from the much warmer
climate of eastern Mediterranean countries. In the native habi-
tats of these species natural selection has operated over long
periods of time, eliminating variants not well adapted to sur-
vival in competition with other plants, and permitting the sur-
vival of those capable of competing successfully under the con-
ditions of soil and climate prevailing where each of these species
thrives. Such capabilities are inherited and each species trans-
mits to succeeding generations the genes controlling adaptation
to its particular habitat.

Among garden varieties derived from hybrid combinations
of various species differing in their cultural requirements, seg-
regation of genes controlling adaptability to particular growing
conditions has occurred. It is for this reason that some present-
day tall bearded varieties are well adapted to garden culture in
southern states and others are best adapted to the much colder
climate of northern states and adjoining provinces of Canada.
From the admixture of genes contributed by various species to
the progenitors of modern iris have segregated genic combina-
tions making most varieties well suited to garden culture in
some parts of the country but not in others. In rare instances
varieties such as those receiving the highest ratings in national
popularity polls for several years in succession exhibit a wide
range of adaptability to different growing conditions.

The existence among modern tall bearded irises of varieties
that do well in the east, others that do well in the west, others
in the south and still others in the north is primarily responsible
for their wide-spread popularity throughout the country. It is

[From Empire State Iris Society Newsletter, February, 1962]
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also responsible for the disappointment sometimes experienced
by persons trying to grow varieties not well adapted to their
local conditions. Information on regional adaptation available
from varietal comments appearing in local and regional publica-
tions, regional symposia or catalog descriptions all too often is an
inadequate guide to the performance of a particular variety in
the garden of a would-be grower. The popularity of recently
established regional and national test gardens is proof of the
need for additional information of the sort they can supply.

Hybridizers who are aware of the importance of developing
varieties adapted to the varied conditions prevailing in climatic.
ally different regions plan their crosses with this objective in
mind. If the desired genes are not available among existing
cultivars, they may wish to utilize in their breeding programs
wild species that have the desired cultural characteristics. The
following observations on Iris pallida and related species we
have collected abroad in recent years may be of some value to
hybridizers considering the use of these species in their breeding
programs.

The importance of Iris pallida as a progenitor of European
diploid cultivars from which modern tall bearded irises origi-
nated after being crossed with certain Asiatic species is well
known. It is generally considered to be a winter hardy species
possessed of many desirable horticultural traits. This is only
partly true. The larger flowered, more attractive forms of I.
pallida apparently came from southern Yugoslavia near the Al-
banian border and possibly also from southern Italy where the
winter climate is much milder than in the mountains of northern
Italy and Yugoslavia where the smaller flowered forms are found.
We will discuss the geographic distribution and habitat prefer-
ences of I. pallida in more detail after considering related species
about which more definite information is available.

The I. illyrica of Tommasini from Monte Spaccato near Tri-
este and neighboring areas of northern Yugoslavia and the I
cengialti of Ambrosi from the foothills of the Alps in northern
Italy are close relatives of I. pallida. In their native habitats
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and also as they grow in our garden at Ithaca, New York, I. illy-
rica and cengialti in comparison with I. pallida have shorter, more
slender stems rarely exceeding 15-18 inches in height; their
flowers are definitely smaller and are in pleasing proportion to
the height of their bloomstalks. These two species very nicely
conform to the specifications of the Miniature Tall Bearded class
of eupogon irises as defined by Lawrence and Randolph (Garden
Irises, page 145).

Occurring in the foothills of the Italian Alps and in the
mountains to the north and east of Trieste these relatives of L
pallida are definitely winter hardy. They grow on exposed rocky
slopes in calcareous soil often so low in fertility that there is
little competition from other plants. Since they are usually found
on steep slopes with a south or southwestern exposure, these
species must be subjected to appreciable amounts of dessication
during hot, dry weather following their blooming period. In the
early spring of 1954 with the head gardener at the Botanical
Institute in Trieste serving as our guide, we collected I. illyrica
on the slopes of Monte Spaccato overlocking Trieste. Except for
virus symptoms which have not seriously affected their growth
these plants have done very well in our garden.

On April 1, 1961, plants of 1. cengialti Ambr. forma vochi-
nensis Paulin were collected at Bohinj, the type locality for this
iris. This locality is not far from Lake Bled at a distance of
approximately 125 kilometers northwest of Ljubljana near the
Austrian border in northwestern Yugoslavia. Here we found
this species not yet in flower growing in partial shade on lime-
stone ledges of a steep, wooded mountain slope. Near-by in the
beech (Fagus sylvestris) woodland, the early spring-flowering
Primula acaulis, Helleborus macrophyllus and Cardamine ennea-
phyllus were in full bloom, although there was still snow to be
seen here and there among the trees. It will be interesting to
see how these plants perform in the very different environment
of our garden where they should bloom in 1962.

Having read W. R. Dykes’ account of his Dalmatian iris
hunt during the early spring of 1913 (The Gardeners’ Chronicle,
May 17, 1913) in which he described specimens of I. illyrica
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growing along the sides of the valley at the mouth of which Senj
(called Zengg at the time of Dykes’ visit) is located, we were
not surprised to find this spécies on the rocky escarpment bor-
dering the Adriatic sea just south of Senj. Here we saw many
specimens in bloom, with lovely, tailored, deep blue-purple
flowers borne in the axils of brown, scarious spathes on slender
bloom-stalks rarely more than 12 to 15 inches in height. These
plants could not be considered enlargements of I. cengialti or
intermediate between it and the much taller forms of I. pallida
farther south along the Dalmatian coast, as reported by Dykes
from observations made on his 1913 visit to these areas. How-
ever, when grown in more fertile soil they may be taller.

In the vicinity of the famous southern Ywugoslav coastal
resort town of Dubrovnik (formerly called Gravosa in the har-
bor area and elsewhere Ragusa) when we arrived by boat from
Fiume and Zadar on April 18, 1954, we found I. pallida in full
bloom on the ledges bordering the coastal highway near the
city. Also, at the source of the Ombla river just north of Du-
brovnik where the rushing waters of this subterranean river
burst forth from the base of a precipitous limestone mountain,
the slopes above were literally covered with iris bloom in various
colors ranging from pale lavender to light pink to medium laven-
der, rosy lavender and dark blue-purple. These plants of I. pal-
lida had bloomstalks ranging up to three feet or more in height
and more branched than typical pallidas, but with the charac-
teristic papery, membranous spathes and medium sized blooms
of unmistakable pallida form — nicely domed standards and
drooping falls flaring outward at the tip.

There is much uncertainty about the geographic distribu-
tion of I. pallida as a wild species (c.f. Dykes, The Genus Iris,
1913, p. 166). An attractive cultivar, it is very frequently seen
in Italian gardens and in waste places obviously escaped from
cultivation, throughout most of Italy from the Austrian border
southward through the lake region of northern Italy, the hill
country south of Florence and less ferquently from there to
southern Italy. In certain areas, as on the cliffs bordering the
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western shore of Lake Garda in northern Italy and in the Du-
brovnik region of southern Yugoslavia, it appears to have been
either completely naturalized for a very long time or truly wild.

Except for the localized occurrence of I. cengialti Ambrosi
as a diminutive and otherwise distinctive pallida type in northern
Italy the pallidas most frequently seen throughout Italy are
rather uniform in appearance and closely resemble the type gen-
erally considered typical of the species.

In Yugoslavia a very different situation prevails. Through-
out the central parts of the country the small flowered semi-
dwarf forms described as L. illyrica by Tommasini and by Paulin
as I. cengialti forma vochinensis are prevalent in the mountains
and along the coast from the present Austrian-Yugoslav border
southward at least to Senj where somewhat taller forms begin
to make their appearance, according to observations made by
Dykes in 1913. It is only in the Dubrovnik area that the typical
form of I. pallida, so common in Italy, is seen abundantly along
the coast of Yugoslavia.

Southward from Dubrovnik to Hercegnovi, Risan and Kotor,
on a trip we made in 1954 to determine how far south I. pallida
might extend, we were surprised to find in the neighborhood of
Risan and Herzegnovi larger flowered types similar to such
well known cultivars as Princess Beatrice, Pallida Dalmatica,
Mandraliscae and Odoratissima. These varieties in comparison

-with most other pallida cultivars not only have larger flowers,
they have a more flaring form, better substance and, as in Odora-
tissima, a very pleasing fragrance.

Whether these distinctive large flowered pallidas of southern
Yugoslavia are truly wild or naturalized it was impossible to
decide from our limited observations. But from our experience
in attempting to grow them in our Ithaca garden it is apparent
that they are in general appreciably less winter hardy than the
more typical pallidas found in the Dubrovnik area and through-
out central and northern Italy. If these large flowered pallidas
are not native in southern Yugoslavia they must have come from
a similar mild climate, possibly farther south in Albania or in
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southern Italy, or if from the north sufficient time must have
elapsed for them to become fully acclimated.

Because of the very considerable importance of I. pallida as
a progenitor of modern garden irises — and the potential useful-
ness of this species and allied forms most certainly are by no
means exhausted — the following comments on soil and habitat
preferences are offered for what they are worth to hybridizers
and others wishing to grow them for their intrinsic garden
value or to use them for breeding purposes.

The reputation of the diploid pallidas as very floriferous,
vigorous, winter hardy and disease resistant types is well found-
ed, but some are much more so than others. In our garden, which
is at about the same latitude or a few regrees south of the moun-
tainous regions of northern Italy and northern Yugoslavia where
L. cengialti and I. illyrica are native, these species and the typical
forms of I. pallida growing at the present time in central and
northern Italy are winter hardy, have rarely shown evidence of
susceptibility to soft rot or virus symptoms and their attractive
foliage is much freer of leaf spot than is the foliage of most
eupogons.

As might be expected the specimens of I. pallida collected
from southern Italy and Yugoslavia south of Dubrovnik are
less winter hardy than those obtained farther north. Here they
bloom in late April in advance of their usual blooming period
in our garden, where they may be injured by our more prolonged
and colder winters and some are quite susceptible to bacterial
soft rot.

Our experience with garden culture of the diploid pallidas
dates from 1932 when we had growing in our Ithaca, New York,
garden the varieties Gleam, Mandraliscae, Odoratissima and
Princess Beatrice from which were made the chromosome counts
published in AIS Bulletin 52, p. 67, 1934. During the next few
years additional varieties and species including I. pallida were
obtained from the Cornell test garden, one of a series of such
gardens maintained in the early years of the Society’s history.
During the more than 25 years since they were first acquired
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we have kept in our garden this clone of I. pallida and seedlings
of Gleam, an attractive pale lavender of pallida parentage intro-
duced in 1929 by Colonel Nicholls. These are typical of the more
northern winter hardy pallidas; although they had larger flowers
of better substance, Mandraliscae and the very fragrant Odora-
tissima were not entirely winter hardy in our garden. Princess
Beatrice, though more hardy, would very rarely set seed and for
this reason was not retained. :

From our foreign iris collecting trips of 1954 and 1959 we
have in our garden at the present time about a dozen very vigor-
ous and most winter hardy pallidas, chiefly from Italy and Yugo-
slavia. Most of these have attractive foliage of the erect, broad-
leaved, glaucous type characteristic of the species. They are very
floriferous and produce attractive clumps up to 36 inches or more
in height. The bloomstalks are close branched and the flowers
are borne in the axils of membranous, almost white spathes,
which are characteristic of typical I. pallida. The much shorter
I. cengialti and I. illyrica have more slender stems, scarious spa-
thes that are tan or brownish in color and I. illyrica may be more
openly branched than are the typical forms of I. pallida and I.
cengialti from northern Italy. Both species are definitely winter
hardy in our garden.

A. 1. S. BULLETIN WANTED

Our very new A.LS. President, Mr. Robert Carney, writes
that he very much wants the A.I.S. Bulletin Volume 1, Number
1. If anyone has one you do not particularly value, or know of
one for sale won’t you write me the details?

Earl T. Browder, R.V.P.

The New Mexico Iris Society Newsletter reprinted our
RVP’s article “Why be an AIS Member” in their September
issue.
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“MCCRACKEN YACKEN”"
By Jennie McCracken

As the year 1962 is nearing its end, we, as Americans, have
much, very much, to be thankful for.

We can derive strength from the knowledge that America
is still the symbol of hope for all who cherish freedom and op-
portunity.

So it is with us as iris growers, we are free to choose the
iris we grow, free to choose the method we use to care for them
(many times though it be on an experimental basis), yet in all
this freedom we are many times learning — improving methods
and courses to follow, getting new ideas and enjoying the peace
and satisfaction as a way of life.

It’s a good time to pause and give thanks and remember
“All things bright and wonderful, all things great and small, the
good Lord gives them all —”

The iris in this locality grew real well. It was cool and we
had plenty of rainfall, then along comes a freeze, real sudden
like, with no chance for a little tapering off cooler weather in
which they (the iris) might make some adjustments, so we have
frost bitten new growth down deep. We hope it hasn’t injured
the bloomstalk for next season’s bloom.

I have some fall bloomers I bought but each year they get
frosted before blooming. I do have this year a couple of seed-
lings; one a Benton Olive seedling which bloomed before the
frost and the other a Rosy Wings X (unknown on both) which
I protected from frost and did get to see it bloom.

We are all excited about the new Centennial Garden at
Shawnee Park. It certainly will be or should be a show place,
come next spring — and we do owe a debt of gratitude and
thanks to those in the Southern Chapter who did such a lot of
work and figuring to make this great mound into a place of
beauty — which I'm sure it will be if it is a season at all for
iris. They certainly looked nice when we saw them there this fall. .

Now the most we can do until spring is to look at last year’s
catalogs, and hope and wish for a wonderful bloom next season.

13
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GRAFTING IRISES
By Nannie Paquet

In our News Cast of July, 1961, there was an article on graft-
ing irises. Did anyone try it? I did. I had no success. Each
half of rhizome calloused over and each went on growing its
separate way. I believe I know now what the trouble was. So
I am giving you the information on grafting that should have
been given in that article. I am going to try again and I hope all
of you will.

In the News Cast article it just said to tie the two halves
together. That did not exclude air and soil from getting in
between the two, or even disease organism. According to this
article I have looked up on grafting that was an important thing.
So here is the grafting article.

After the stock is cut and adjusted they may be tied to-
gether, after which the whole area of wounded surface is cover-
ed with grafting wax, or wound with grafting tape to prevent
the drying of the parts and to exclude moisture and disease
organisms. In recent years melted paraffin has been used in
place of wax with marked success. Easy to apply, it is often
- spread over the entire rhizome, thereby checking evaporation of
valuable moisture.

Also in this article it seems that early spring would be the
best time to try the grafting of the irises, as the growing season
is starting and that would give them a better chance to grow
together. Let’s all try this this spring.

Iris blossoms may be “forced” for a show by cutting the
night before and emersing the stems as deeply as possible in
warm water and allowing to stand overnight.

Bill Ponder, Gadsden, Alabama
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WHAT 1S A “CHAPTER OF REGION 4?”

By action of the Regional Board on January 20, 1962 the
various area organizations in Region 4 of the American Iris
Society became “Chapters of Region 4.” Just what is meant by
“Chapter?”

One of the definitions given by Webster is “An organized
branch or body of some Society or Fraternity.” It follows, then,
that a Chapter of Region 4 is an organization of members of the
American Iris Society who live within the Regional boundaries.
To be more specific let us say “who live within the geographic
Chapter boundaries previously agreed to.”

The October, 1962 issue of News Cast carried the article,
“This is Your Chapter.” In it the boundaries of the various
Chapters were given. As the total area covered contained all
the area of Region 4 it goes to say that each A.I.S. member is
served by a local Chapter.

Local Chapters elect a Chapter Chairman, a Chapter Vice
Chairman, Secretary-Treasurer and such other officers as they
may need. By Laws are seldom adopted and are unnecessary as
the Chapters operate within the framework of the American Iris
Society and Region 4.

In the event a Chapter decides it is too large (and many
are) the Chapter Chairman (that was elected by the members)
confers with the R.'V.P. and a division is made along county
lines. This leaves an area that has no organization. In this
case the R.V.P. would appoint a Chapter Chairman for the new
Chapter who would serve until such time as the members had
met and elected their own officers.

The Regional Officers (R.V.P., Assistant R.V.P., Treasurer,
News Cast Editor, Membership Chairman, Historian-Librarian
Chairman, Judges Training and Robins Director — as of now)
and the Chapter Chairmen compose the Regional Board.

Your Regional Board met twice in 1962 for the purpose of
deciding what our objectives were, how best to accomplish them
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and to establish policy in general. In addition to this a business
meeting of the Rewion was held May 26, 1962 in Roanoke, Va.

Thus each A.IS. member of the Region is represented and
has a voice in Regional matters.

At the January 20, 1962 meeting it was decided that after
that date new members of the Chapters must first be a member
of the American Iris Society. This was simply following the
intent that led to the formation of the various Area Organiza-
tions.

A new ALS. member in our geographic boundary is auto-
matically a member of the Region and of the Chapter within
which they reside. Bid them welcome! In so doing we will go
a long way toward stopping drop-outs.

You are urged to invite sincere irisarians who are not A.I.S.
members to your Chapter meetings as your guests. Have them
visit and learn first hand the many benefits the A.I.S. brings to
its members. After your meeting, if they seem interested, in-
vite them to membership.

New members are the life blood of any society. Even so
there is a right and a wrong way to get them. The poorest way
I know is to give someone $50.00 worth of iris for a $5.00 mem-
bership. The best way is to invite sincere iris friends to your
Chapter meeting and have them enjoy it so much they say “I
would very much like to become a member of the A.LS., how
can 1?”

Talk to your Chapter Chairman. Suggest improvements.
Offer to help. They will love you for it, and you will get so much
more from your membership.

Chapters of Region 4 are a part of Region 4 and are a part
of the American Iris Society. One member asked if it was in

~order for a Chapter to affiliate with the American Iris Society.
The answer, of course, is “no.” They already are a part of the
A.LS., and are a much more vital part than any affiliated group
can ever be. :

Ours is a democratic society. Each member is a part of the
whole. Each member has a voice and a vote and each member
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will be heard. As befits a democratic society it is the majority
that rules.

Now you know what a Chapter of Region 4 is. It is your
local organization that you are a vital part of. In your own area
you ARE the American Iris Society. It is for this reason I con-
tend there is no such thing as an “average” member and that all
are above average.

You must be — for you are the American Iris Society. As
plant societies go we must feel that our own is the best by far.
If this be true — and it is — it can only be because our members
are by far the best. And if that isn’t logic I just don’t know the
meaning of the word. '

Earl T. Browder, R.V.P.

HeLp WANTED

This is an appeal to every member in Region 4. Will each
of you send me a post card, (promptly please), listing any frag-
rant irises you know? My list already includes HIGH TOR,
BLUE PARAKEET, SNOW FLURRY, ALINE, and SYLVIA
MURRAY, so, you may omit these.

Perhaps you noticed, as I did, that in all the varietal com-
ments, both in the National Bulletin and in our Regional one,
there was not even one new iris listed as fragrant. This factor
might very well make the difference on some of our '63 orders,
between a “Must Have” and a just “wanted.” So, although I'm-
hoping to get a complete list, including all fragrant “oldies,”
I'm appealing especially to you lucky members, who, either at-
tended the convention, or who took part in Garden Tours. It
might be helpful if you added VF (very fragrant) to the name
of any variety, which you think qualifies. As soon as your cards
are received, I will compile a list for publication in our Region
4 News Cast.

Mrs. Peter R. Drummond
Holly Tree Farm, Sparks, Md.
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ELEANOR AND I
By Fannie Stadler

Well — what do you know! It seems as tho Eleanor and I
have had evesdroppers on the line — and they ’'pear to like what
they heard so well, we are giving them special permission to
“Listen In” again as Naomi says.

Yes, we are still jabbering on the phone. Iris as usual. To-
day I want to know, “Eleanor, are we going to West Virginia
for the Regional Meeting in May, and to see that Centennial
Garden the West Virginia Hillbillies have built around that old
Indian mound?” She says, “Aw-now! Do you really believe
they planted a garden on those Indian graves?’ I said, “Sure,
didn’t News Cast say so, and age being no indication of ability
I aim to climb that mound and see for myself.” She said, “Now
wait a pretty minute, those are Indian graves! You don’t aim
to be stepping on them do you? You know it’s bad luck to step
on graves, don’t you?” I said, “Well, I would call it good luck
if'n somebody planted beautiful flowers on my grave — like Iris.”
She said, “You think you are so smart, somebody orta take you
down a notch or two.” So I say, “I wouldn’t exactly say that,
but you have to admit I did some good guessing about the
Dykes Medal winner this year, and to even things up, I even
guessed the three runners up as my next choices, remember?”
“I do think I was hitting a high batting average as my baseball
playing son would say. You knew he got a trophy this year as
an all-star player on the local team, didn’t you?” Eleanor says,
“Oh yes, picture in the paper and everything — who could miss
it and you calling everybody to look see.” Well I'm proud of
him, he is that same little fellow who used to love to sniff SNOW
FLURRY. He had a row of Iris all his own in those days that
contained not only SNOW FLURRY but such mannish things
as ARAB CHIEF, RANGER, WABASH, PALOMINO, FIRE-
CRACKER, BROWN THRASHER, eac. He still loves iris.
This fall he took a bride, and is now living away from “mom.”
Someday, I betcha, he will have iris again.
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Well, as I was saying to Eleanor on the phone, she asks
me, “What will get the Dykes medal next year?” “Oh now —
you haven’t told me if'n we are going to West Virginia yet?”
“What’s your rush?”’ she wants to know. “Well, I say, “Ac-
cording to all the noises I hear — that is going to be some occa-
sion. Beds and beds and beds of new iris, and all the best older
varieties. You better take a big notebook or maybe two.” Elea-
nor says, “Yea-a I want to see it alright, but it’s too early yet
to make plans.” I say, “Oh, it is huh? What time in May do you
suppose it will be? There are other places and gardens I want
to see, but I don’t want to miss West Virginia, so I would like
to make early plans, don’t you?”’ She says, “Oh yes, I see a
FOAMING SEA.” “O. K.” T say, “I'll give you one, now
what do you say?” So she says “Now, wait, I haven’t forgotten
LUXURY LINE yet,” Can you beat that gal! I didn’t even
get to go to Norfolk, but of course I couldn’t blame her with
that. She went and I could have gone, only our North Carolina
meeting conflicted and as I was one of the officers in that, I felt
I should go toit. So if'n I get to West Virginia I can see where
my extra LUXURY LINE will be going come summer ’63.

I changed the subject by asking her, “What was your most
outstanding iris in your garden last spring?” She comes up with,
“RIMFIRE, what was yours?’ I say, “Well, I have one bed
on the south side of the house, remember? I call it my Hillyer
bed?” The Hillyer bed gets its name from Esther Hillyer, who
sent me most of those. “Now there were three out there that
I can close my eyes and see again in memory lane. “Is that so,”
she says, “Well let’s have them, what do they be?’ I say,
“MELODRAMA, what a shame it hasn’t made the Dykes, it is
one grand iris. Second, ROCOCO, for a plicata this is on top
as far as I am concerned. Has a plicata won a Dykes yet? Well,
this one should and probably would if'n it wasn’t for the patent,
which restricts distribution considerable. Can’t someone persu-
ade Schriener to leave the patents off. Now third, VALIMAR.
Boy, that luscious vanilla ice cream look, the homemade kind
with lots of country eggs and a faint blush of pink. That is some
beauty of an iris, and take note neither of these are white.”
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Eleanor says, “Oh yes, but how about that bed of expensive
things you bought, the one out behind your house?” I dream a
moment and see again my beloved CELESTIAL SNOW, not
new to me, but still my favorite; a chunk of it is planted in this
bed. Eleanor wakes me with, “Are you asleep? Where did you
go?” “Well,” I say, “The newest loved one out there is EMMA
COOK with that band of blue around the falls. This is another
Dykes potential, beautiful beyond description. If it doesn’t get
the medal it will sure come close. Next to EMMA I love ONE
DESIRE, it is just the mostest of any pink I have seen. If you
will permit me to mention two lovely whites in this bed? They
are HENRY SHAW and POET’S DREAM. My EARTH AN-
GEL, REJOICE and WONDERFUL WHITE did not bloom
this year, so I'm reserving judgment on those. As much as I
loved EMMA COOK, she did not set any seed for me this year
— Oh mercy me! I haven’s sowed those I did save, scuse me, I
must do that right now, it might rain again. I’ll call you right
back.

Ir1S BEGINNER’S GUIDE
By John Hamm

As a starter you should view with deep suspicion the gen-
erous offers of free iris from your neighbor. Perhaps he has good
ones, but often the iris acquired this way will have to be dis-
carded in short order, once the grower ceases to regard iris as
“flags.” Start with a basic planting of the best moderate priced
iris and accept the advice of a good Canadian grower, prefer-
ably one who specializes in iris. The big general nurseries are
seldom quite abreast of recent developments and at this stage
quality is more important than quantity.

Keep your price tag below $2.00 per plant — preferably
$1.00 — but buy at least one of the newer, more expensive iris to
spark your interest — and keep on doing that year by year. Leave
the high priced ones alone for the time being. Iris multiply so

[From Canadian Iris Society Newsletter, October, 1962]
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fast and next year the price will drop sharply, also some new
ones will be worth what you pay for them, but many iris just
don’t make the grade and for a variety of reasons are displaced
in a few years by better varieties. When you place an order for
iris insist on early delivery. Some growers prefer to dig their
iris in August to take advantage of the summer growth of rhi-
zomes, but experienced growers generally prefer to move iris
as early as possible after blooming in order to get good new
growth established before fall. Iris purchased in the U. S. are
often dried out in the necessary interval between digging and
shipping. Your Canadian grower will usually give you more
freshly dug plants. (Editor. In our case our Region 4 growers).

Don’t worry too much about soil and location, but don’t
listen to people who tell you iris will grow anywhere. They may
grow under adverse conditions but require fair to good soil, and
adequate sunshine. Some varieties will do reasonably well in
less than the all-day sun that others insist on. They seem to
like lime but neutral or even slightly acid soil doesn’t seem to
discourage them too much.

Plant them with the rhizome just covered. Frequently
clumps will show rhizomes above the surface but this is usually
a matter of crowding or erosion. Iris left to themselves will find
their own level. Set too deeply they are subject to rot. Often
when planted in a rockery or on a slope the wash of soil from
above will bury the rhizomes on the upper side of the clump and
here you can look for trouble.

Keep your iris clean. Sooner or later you will find “Yellow
Spot” on your foliage, usually well after flowering. If left un-
checked for a year or two the whole clump will be an unsightly
mess by mid-August. When you first notice it, cut off the in-
fected leaves and in the fall clean off all dead leaves to keep the
soil from being contaminated. Yellow Spot is one infection easier
to prevent than cure. Fortunately it does not injure the plant
too much, though a heavy attack would naturally reduce a
«clump’s vitality by destroying the foliage which feeds the de-
developing -rhizomes after blooming. If badly infected, the
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spores can be killed in early spring by burning them off with a
quick flame, usually of dry leaves scattered over the clump.

Leave your clump alone until it is at least two feet in di-
ameter. With a single rhizome as a starter, this will be four or
even five years. When dividing don’t make the mistake of break-
ing the clump up into single rhizomes. This is for the profes-
sional grower. Cut off sections large enough to give you three
or four bloom-stalks next year. Don’t cut off your foliage after
blooming. It supplies food to the rhizome which gives you next
season’s bloom.

If you want an “iris garden” plant your iris in groups of three
of one variety and give some thought to colour. A pink never
looks its best near reds or strong yellows. Plant it near blues
and whites. Reds are happy near orange and bronze tones, and
blacks are effective near yellows. Always use whites generously
to tie all the colours together. If you want to use your iris in
the perennial border keep them in good sized clumps, but further
apart if you wish to avoid big colour areas in your border in
midsummer.

Don’t forget the other iris. The Siberians, while limited in
colour, give a fine show in the white through blue to deep violet
range. Japanese or Kamphleri, usually follow the bearded iris
and are lovely, though they resent the dryness bearded iris will
take. They do not insist on a lot of moisture as some folks be-
lieve, and will also take some shade. The dwarfs are becoming
increasingly important with the development of new colours,
largely through the zeal of hybridizers of the Dwarf Iris Society
and the guidance of Walter Welch of Middlebury, Indiana. The
old washed-out yellows, dirty whites and poorly formed blues
"have given place to new varieties of a very wide colour range —
lacking today only pinks and showy reds. These are chiefly the
tiny fellows, early blooming pumila hybrids that carpet the
ground with colour. They are better suited to rockery planting
‘than the later “standard” dwarfs we have hitherto known, or the
new medians or “lilliputs.” All the dwarfs — to use a broad
term — are fast growing, hardy and very floriferious.
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JUDGING MADE EASY
By Joseph Nitchman, 24880 Sprague Rd., Olmstead Falls 38, Ohio, Region 8

Your current R.'V.P., and my good friend Earl, has sug-
gested that I forward a few choice comments on my “pet peeve
— Judges.” Setting aside all of the many and sundry reasons
why this subject is a “pet” to me I am going to concern myself
in this instance with only one aspect of judging; and I could
write books on this point alone.

The judges training program is of course a worthy one and
will result in a great amount of education for those privileged
to attend. However, there is a great gap in this program that
no amount of training can bridge. As in all works of man, the
matter of self interest, personal opinion, selfish desire, or biased
viewpoint is inherently present in the best of us to a degree that
most of us are likely to deny. In the matter of flower judges,
not only in iris but in glads, and other specialized flower groups
there seems to be ever present that resentment of commending
another person’s exhibit or entry. Couple this with a rumor or
two that “there are too many iris being introduced anyway” and
you have set the stage for rejection of many worthwhile new
varieties. What to do about this?

It seems that number one, before a trainee is accepted for
judges training, it might be well to examine him or her for preju-
dices. Suppose for example he or she were invited to review
a list of iris names, commonly known to most any applicant, and
to thereon designate personal choices, and WHY.

A careful analysis of this filled in chart might very well
bring out some pertinent points as to this applicant’s prejudices.
Obviously no one, if honest in this examination will score per-
fectly ; there should be, however, a grade established which should
allow for further training or rejection. The important observa-
tion to be made in this examination will come from the reasons
given on WHY.

Too often the writer has observed a judge who refused to
look at a new blue because he says “I don’t like blues,” etc. and
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go on to another color. The same has been observed on such
things as lace, flare, ruflling, branching, etc.

To get down to fundamentals back of this treatise, it is the
writer’s opinion that no properly qualified judge can have the
luxury of owning personal prejudices to a degree of allowing
those opinions to influence his duty.

The training courses naturally bring out these points as part
of the problem of developing a good judge, but they do not em-
phasize the point as sufficiently as I think necessary. Even to
set up an examination such as that I have mentioned is a chal-
lenge; it would take participants of great discerning values to
establish a margin of acceptance or rejection, but it could be done.

May I leave you with a thought? Suppose you, (and per-
haps you may actually be a victim of this circumstance,) have
worked for years to perfect a strain of new iris to a definite
color level and you now request the attention of a qualified
judge to review your efforts. The day arrives and so does your
judge, or perhaps two of them. You see them walk up and down
the rows briefly, quickly by-passing a few that you think de-
serve at least a closer look. The answer comes quickly when
your judges say rather lamely, “Haven’t you any reds or pinks?
Yours all seem to be whites and yellows. We would like to find
a real good pink or red.”

‘What is your reaction? Probably the same as my own My
feeling is that the judge must evaluate what is there, not what
he is looking for, but what is there as a result of years of work.
This example has happened many times, according to stories
given to me over recent years.

Yes, I must insist, before a judge can do his job, he must
first be aware of the fact that he HAS prejudices; he must have
learned HOW to REMOVE them; he must be able to look at
those colors, forms, types, etc., that he does NOT like, and screen
them for new things the world needs. In connection with this,
may I say that T am sure we have barely scratched the surface
of the colors and forms available from the genus iris; that in
years to come we will see such iris that we have never dreamed
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of. We should NOW be training judges to examine these new
things lest we come to a stop sign in progress. Judges have a
vast responsibility; but more important than the personal re-
sponsibility is that of the TRAINING of the judge.

Note by R.V.P. — You see what happens when you don’t
write your stories for News Cast. Chaps like this creep in!

Now Joe is a friend of many years and a fine chap. But
folks — he grows glads! It’s Mrs. Joe that grows the iris. Hon-
est. And has two very good ones to her credit that I think she
will introduce this year; SMILING MAESTRO and TEEN
ANGEL. The latter has an inhibitor that “washes out the blue”
when put on blue tinged iris. I'm trying it on a blue-red? It’s a
wonderful pastel pink.

I could tell you that Joe (himself) has produced and intro-
duced many outstanding glads — but T won’t. Not in an iris
magazine.

On his “Judging Made Easy” — should we invite him to
move to Region 4 where we are training Judges? Or should we
who are Judges look at ourselves in the mirror he holds up?

Your editor can always use fillers. Put your ideas
on a postcard and send them to Newscast, Rt. 4, Box 202,
Roanoke. Share your knowledge on iris with your friends
in our Region.

Articles sent to Newscast must be typed, double
space is preferred, 8” x 10”. Please don’t send handwrit-
ten articles. Your editor is not your secretary and here-
after will return handwritten articles.

Black Leaf 40 sprayed on flower beds will discourage rab-
bits, squirrels and dogs from going near them.
Mrs. I. B. Chapman, Jackson, Miss.

Copies of Newscast are mailed to all Regional Vice Presi-
dents and all A.I.A. national officers and directors.
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