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OUR REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Fellow Irisarians : 

It seems so long since I wrote you that I have a feeling 
akin to that which we have when we write to strangers. Actually 
it has been but a short time, but in that time much has happened. 
My business dollar volume has greatly increased and that 
means more pressures. Pressures mean tension, and these can 
pile up just so far, or this is my theory. 

January 28, 1964, I was in conference with officials of NASA, 
the Space Agency, in Sandusky, Ohio, with whom we have 
several contracts. The conference was very pleasant and I was 
feeling fine, though tired. About 12 :30 we adjourned to go out 
for lunch. I started across the assembly room for my topcoat 
and came to in the hospital sometime later with someone very 
far away asking needless questions I was too tired to answer. 

My son was with me and telephoned the office. My secretary 
telephoned Mrs. Frantz who canceled the Board meeting sched
uled for February 1. 

The ailment was diagnosed as a light •stroke with partial 
paralysis of the left side. A therapist went to work on me and I 
had no little motion in my left limbs before I was sent home. 
I am continuing the treatments at home under the direction of my 
personal physician. Each day shows some improvement, though 
the rate has slowed down. As I write (February 23) I have been 
out in the greenhouse and lawn. By the time you read this, I will 
be returning to the office, for at least a while, nearly every day. 
I have every assurance that if I continue planned exercises both 
the arm and leg will be as good as new by iris time. 

And now-how on earth am I to thank you? The hospital 
room was literally filled with flowers, and they continued to 
arrive here at home. Y.ou have sent just about a hundred cards 
and letters. Everyone has been simply wonderful. I wish I had 
words to tell you how much your words of cheer and your prayers 
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were appreciated, and how very much they meant. All on earth 
I know to do is to say, "Thank you, each and every one." 

Many of you are no doubt aware that Mrs. Frantz~ our 
Assistant Regional Vice President, has been "pinch hitting"..:..:.. 
and I do mean hitting, for she took hold like a pro and has really 
kept the mail humming. 

I am very anxious now for Spring to come. Was it my 
imagination or did I actually see the iris "greening up" today? 
One thing I know for sure-they have never been more welcome 
to me than they will be this year. · 

Naturally, we will see you in Silver Springs, Maryland, 
May 15-17. So this game leg isn't well-they still make wheel 
chairs, don't they? So I will be there, one way or another. So 
much has been said about Maryland and the Irises there that 
all of us will feel like we are going home. 

I also hope many of you go to Chicago. Last year ten from 
Region 4 attended the National Meeting in Denver. This year it 
is much closer so I am hopeful that at least twenty-five will 
attend. 

Frank Sherrill writes that he and B. J. Brown are personally 
going to track down each drop-out in the W. N. C. Chapter. He 
does not guarantee a 100% re-instatement, but I guarantee that 
many will renew simply because someone cared enough to call 
on them. Frank also says he believes that if we make them 
happy enough they will stick. Need I add, "me too?" 

This is my last year as your R. V. P. When I look back over 
the past two years, I see precious little that I gave you. I seem 
to have had the will to work but did not know what to do. I will 
greatly appreciate it if you will help me to help our Region for 
the balance of the year. 

"Get new members and keep the old." That seems to have 
been the theme of my song. It seemed to me it was a good one. It 
still does and I urge you give much thought to it, then back your 
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convictions with your work. Grandpa used to put it, "-he puts 
legs under his prayers." 

Forgive me for this bit of his philosophy. He was one of 
the finest Christian gentlemen I shall ever know. He lived his 
religion every day. He prayed-not long, not loudly, but he 
prayed. Each word had a clear meaning that could not be mis
taken. He had many sons. As my Mother was his oldest daughter, 
I literally grew up with some of my younger uncles and aunts. 

The boys (my uncles) were, I suppose, average for the day. 
They asked questions. One Sunday afternoon we were on the 
lower porch when one of the boys asked,"Pa, you pray and we 
think you mean each word of it. But do you really think God 
hears you and that he answers your prayers?" Naturally all of 
us listened, for we had often talked about this very thing and 
wondered among ourselves. Grandfather assured us that God did 
hear each word of a true prayer and that He did answer prayers. 
"But," my Uncle cried, "if that is so, you could pray for God to 
level off old Baldy, (a high and stony hill) then we wouldn't have 
to climb over it to get to the far field. So why don't you?" 

My Grandfather replied, "It could be done. But remember 
God will not do for us those things we can do for ourselves. He 
has given us reason, so we must be reasonable. Now if we want 
old Baldy leveled off real bad, I think I might pray for strength 
to do the job. Then I'd hitch the horses up to a slip scraper and 
go to work moving dirt and rocks, and old Baldy would be 
leveled. I know it." That is what he meant by putting legs under 
his prayers. It is still good thinking. 

Perhaps we try to find new members just to increase our 
number. If we do, I'm sure we are wrong. Select your prospective 
members from your ·sincere gardening friends. Can we help one 
of them? Will an AIS membership enrich their lives? Will it be 
of lasting benefit and importance? If the answer to the questions 
is "yes:;- then we owe it to our friends to invite them to mem
bership. 

It may be a different concept. It is an idea. It would mean 
to really do much thinking before we approach anyone. I would 
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like to see you try it. I believe the thought is not mine-I think 
Mr. O'Brien gave it to me one time when I was only half 
listening. 

Have you said "Thank You" to Dr. Mitchell for the wonder
ful job he is doing with News Cast? I am very grateful for the 
good fortune that led me to him. His only pay is your thanks 
and your appreciation. Now you'll write to him I know. 

Ere long the snows of winter will be gone and we will be 
privileged to know the resurrection that follows the meltin~ ·Of 
the snows. If it be the will of God, I shall see you and will be 
with you when the Iris bloom again. 

Sincerely, 
EARL T. BROWDER, R. V. P. 
Region 4 American Iris Society 

REGIONAL BOARD MEETING 

There will be a dinner meeting of all Region. 4, R~gion~l 
Officers and Chapter Chairmen, at the Sheraton Hotel, Silver 
Springs, Maryland, May 15, 1964. The time of the meeting is 
6 :30 p.m. The room will be posted on the hotel bulletin. board. 

Due to my illness the February meeting was canceled. That 
makes this meeting all the more necessary. So do plan to be 
present. Much of the business of the Region is conducted at 
these Board meetings, so do come and help us. 

Sincerely, 
EARL T. BROWDER, R. V. P. 
Region 4 American Iris Society 



Receipts: 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY, REGION 4 

January 1, 1963, through December 31, 1963 

1/ 1/63 Balance in Bank of St. Albans, W. Va. $1,471.91 
7/ 1/63 Received from North Carolina Joint Auction 686.45 
7 /25/63 Received from Western N. C. Iris Society 44.00 
8/10/63 Received from Blue Ridge Ch. Iris Society 261.18 
9/11/63 Received from Northern W. Va. Chapter 30.00 
9/11/63 Received from Mary Del Ch. Salisbury Md. 75.00 

10/16/63 Received from Norfolk, Va. Chapter Auction 50.00 
12/ 4/63 Received from Southern W. Va. Chapter 376.53 

TOTAL RECEIPTS $2,995.17 

Disbursements: 
1/ 2/63 Richard L. Meagher, Bulk Mailing Permit $ 30.00 
1/24/63 Walters Ptg. & Mfg. Co., Printing News Cast 219.45 
5/ 6/63 Walters Ptg. & Mfg. Co., Printing News Cast 425.60 
5/ 6/63 Toler & Co., 3,300 membership app. slips 15.95 
5/16/63 R. L. Meagher, Postage - Mailing News Cast 31.01 
5/24/63 Dan'l B. Hotel, Regional Officers Luncheon 64.58 
8/10/63 Am. Iris Society, Regional tape for News Cast 4.50 
8/13/63 Loan to Roanoke Chapter, Iris for '64 Auction 100.00 
8/15/63 Walters Ptg. & Mfg. Co., Printing News Cast 277.70 
8/15/63 Rena M. Frantz, Stamps - mailing News Cast 14.23 

10/16/63 American Iris Society, Membership tape 3.70 
10/16/63 Walters Ptg. & Mfg. Co., Printing News Cast 291.20 
10/23/63 Rena M. Frantz, Stamps - malling News Cast 13.48 
12/24/63 Rena M. Frantz, Permit for mailing News Cast 30.00 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 1,521.40 
Total Receipts . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . $2,995.17 

,,, Total Disbursements . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,521.40 
Balance in Bank ........•.......................... $1,473.77 

(Bank of St. Albans, St. Albans, West Virginia) 

E.L.POFF.TREASURER 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT REGION 4 A.I.S. 
December 31, 1963 

Chapter Membership Members lost New 
Fam. Annu. Tot. Res. Dec. Trans. N.P. · Mem. 

Norfolk 
Blue Rdg. 
Rich. 
Mt. W. Va. 
C. W. Va. 
S. W. Va. 
C. & P. 
Mdel. 
W. N. C. 
E.N.C. 
Total 

Norfolk 
Blue Rdg. 
Richmond 
Mt. W. Va. 
C. W. Va. 
S. W. Va. 
C. & P. 
Mdel. 
W. N. C. 
E. N. C. 
Total 

9 26 44 0 0 0 10 7 
14 33 61 2 1 13 15 
3 17 23 2 4 
2 11 15 1 3 4 
3 13 19 2 1 

20 20 60 5 11 18 
5 79 89 4 2 2 14 15 

10 10 30 2 4 7 
6 35 47 1 8 9 

14 49 77 1 1 14 12 
86 293 465 16 3 3 81 92-

379 103 

Memberships Expiring Dec. 31, 1963 
9 memberships 9 members 
5 
7 
3 
4 
6 

20 
7 
7 

16 
84 

7 
9 
3 
5 
9 

20 
10 
8 

20 

100 **** 

Net 
- 3 
- 1 

2 
0 

- 1 
2 

- 7 
1 
0 

- 4 :n 

**** As of February 15, 21 of these have renewed. As of the sia.m:e· date 
we have acquired 7 new members. This leaves us with a potential 
net loss of 83 in 14 months. . 
This is cause for concern on the part of each of us. 

KEY 
Res. . . . . . . . . . . Resigned Trans. . . . . . Transfer out 
Dec ........... Deceased N. P ...... Non-payment 
This report covers the entire year of 1963. 

F. G. STEPHENSON, 
Membership Chairman Region 4 A. I. S. 
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OUR BY-LAWS 
By Rena Frantz 

TO MEMBERS OF A I. S., REGION IV: 

The. following is quoted from the January, 1964, A. I. S. 
Bulletin, Page 59: 

"One of the major responsibilities of an R. V.P. is to see to 
it that the Region is properly organized with a board of 
directors and all officers necessary for the Region to func
tion smoothly. In the past, R.V.P.s selected their successors 
without consulting the members, but this is no longer true. 
Future R.V.P.s are to be selected by the members of a 
Region, and without a Regional organization this would be 

,. ·almost impossible." 

Some of us have felt for a long time that this step was neces
sary to the progress of our Society and considerable thought had 
already bei!n given to the establishment of by-laws both for the 
Region and for the Chapters. Therefore, it is with pleasure that 
we present for your consideration the following suggested by
laws for Region IV, A. I. S. They will be voted on at the Regional 
Meeting in May. Please study them carefully. If you have recom
mendations to ma!,<:e, please make them through your Chapter 
chairman, so that your ideas can be thoroughly discussed by the 
Regional Board prior to the regular meeting. This will save time 
when the by-laws are brought to a vote before the body of the 
Convention. 

.Please bring this copy of Newscast 
with you to the Regional meeting. 

By-Laws-Region IV-A. I. S. 

Article I-Name 

.. . : - Th~ name of this organization shall be Region IV of the 
Amerl.can Iris Society~ Region IV shall comprise the states. of 
Virginia, West Virginia, North, Carolina, Maryland and the 
District of. Columbia. 

~ ... 



Article II-Object 

The object of this society shall be to promote interest in 
the culture and improvement in growing iris and the showing of 
these iris to the general public. It shall be to further the aims 
and objectives of the American Iris Society. 

Article III-Membership 

Section l. Membership in Region IV shall be open to 
members of the A. I. S. upon invitation of the Executive Board. 

Section 2. The membership of this organization shall be 
divided into various categodes established by the American Iris 
Society. The membership of Region IV shall be organized by 
chapter according to geographical location. Each chapter shall 
set up its own by-laws and elect its own officers. 

Article IV-Officers, Elections, Duties 

Section l. The officers of this region shall be Regional 
Vice-President, Assistant Regional Vice-President, Secretary, 
'f.reasurer, Historian and Parliamentarian. 

Section 2. Officers shall be elected at the annual Spring 
meeting for a term of one year and shall take office January 1. 
No officer shall serve more than three consecutive terms in the 
same office. 

Section 3. Duties of the officers shall be those usually 
pertaining to their respective offices or as specified by the 
Regional Vice-President. 

Section 4. When a vacancy occurs in an elective office 
the Executive Board shall appoint an officer for the unexpired 
term, except in the case of the Regional Vice-President. Should 
a vacancy occur in this office, the Assistant Regional Vice-Presi
dent shall automatically become the Acting Regional Vice
President for the remainder of the unexpired term. 



Article V-Executive Board-Executive Committee 

Section 1. The Executive Board shall consist of the 
elected officers of the Region, the immediate past Vice-President, 
Regional Chairmen and Chapter Chairmen. 

Section 2. The Executive Board shall have the general 
direction of the affairs of the Region. 

Section 3. Four members of the Executive Board shall 
constitute a quorum. 

Section 4. The Executive Committee shall consist of 
the elected officers of the Region and the immediate past Vice
President. This committee shall be empowered to conduct interim 
business. 

Article VI-Meetings 

Section 1. There shall be one meeting per year, known as 
the Annual Spring Meeting. These meetings shall normally rotate 
among the states which comprise the region unless otherwise 
designated by the membership. While the main purpose of such 
meetings shall be to visit gardens, there shall be a busines,s 
session held at some time during the meeting for the purpose of 
electing officers, receiving reports of officers and committees 
and for conducting any other business of the organization. 

Article VII-Committees 

Section 1. Committee chairmen shall be appointed by 
the Regional Vice-President to serve for a period of one year, 
their term of office to run concurrently with that of the elected 
officers. 

Section 2. There shall be the following standing com
mittees: Membership, Publicity, Auction, Judges Training, Ro
bins and Editor of the regional publication NEWSCAST. 

Section 3. The Regional Vice-President may create any 
other committees which will be beneficial to the Region. He/she 
shall be a member ex-officio of all committees except the N om
inating Committee. 
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Section 4. The duties of the various committees sli,all 
be designated by the Regional Vice-President. 

Section 5. A Nominating Committee composed of four 
members (one from each state in the region) shall be elected at 
each annual meeting. This committee shall be charged with the 
responsibility of presenting a slate of officers at the next annual 
meeting. 

Article VIII-Finance 

Section 1. The region shall receive operating funds from 
auctions and sales held by the various chapters. Seventy-five per 
cent of such funds shall be sent to the Regional treasury, twenty
five per cent will be retained in the Chapter treasury. Upon 
approval of the Regional Vice-President, the chapters may 
secure loans from the Regional treasurer for the purpose of 
purchasing iris to grow for auctions or sales, for the purpose of 
financing a Regional Meeting OT for any other purpose considered 
a necessary function by the chapter and the Regional Vice
President. These loans will be made without interest and will 
normally be made for a year or less. 

Article IX-Parliamentary Authority 

Roberts Rules of Order (revised) shall be the parlia
mentary authority for Region IV, American Iris Society. 

Article X-Amendments 

These by-laws may be amended at any annual meeting 
by a two-thirds vote of those present, notification having been 
given prior to the meeting. 

February 18, 1964 
RENA M. FRANTZ 
Ass't. Regional Vice-President 
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BY-LAWS-BLUE RIDGE CHAPTER-A.I.S. REGION IV 

(The following By-laws will be presented for consideration 
and approval at the next meeting of the Blue Ridge Chapter, 
Region IV, A. I. S. They are printed here in the hope that they 
may assist those Chapters which have not, as yet, set up their 
own by-laws.) 

Article I-Name 

The name of this society shall be the Blue Ridge 
Chapter, American Iris Society, Region IV. 

Article II-Object 

The object of this society shall be to promote interest 
in the culture and improvement in growing iris and the showing 
of these Iris to the general public; to further the objectives and 
aims of the American Iris Society. 

Article III-Membership 

Section 1. Membership in the Blue Ridge Chapter shall 
be open to members of the A. I. S. upon invitation by the Execu
tive Board. 

Section 2. The membership of the society shall be 
divided into categories as set forth in the By-laws of the American 
Iris Society. 

Article IV-Officers, Elections, and Duties 

Section 1. The officers of this chapter shall be Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and Parliamentarian. 

Section 2. Officers shall be elected at the annual Fall 
meeting for a term of one year and shall take office January 1. 
No officer shall serve more than three consecutive terms in the 
same office. 
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Section 3. Duties of the officers shall be those usually 
pertaining to their respective offices except the Vice-Chai.rman 
shall serve as Program Chairman. 

Section 4. When a vacancy occurs in an elective office 
the Executive Board shall appoint an officer for the unexpired 
term. 

Article V-Executive Board 

Section 1. The Executive Board shall consist of the 
elected officers of the Chapter and the immediate past Chapter 
chairman. 

Section 2. The Executive Board shall have the general 
direction of the affairs of the Chapter. 

Section 3. Four members of the Executive Board shall 
constitute a quorum. 

Article VI-Meetings 

Section 1. There shall be two regular meetings held each 
year in the Spring and Fall (preferably May and October) with 
the Fall meeting to be known a:s the Annual Meeting and shall 
be for the purpose of electing officers, receiving reports of 
officers and committees and any other business that may arise. 

Section 2. Special meetings may be called by the Exec
utive Board. 

Article VII-Committees 

Section 1. Committees shall be appointed by the Chair
man to ·serve for a period of one year, their term of office to run 
concurrently with that of the elected officers. 

Section 2. There shall be the following committees : 
Program, Membership, Publicity, Flower Show, Auction, Judges, 
Garden Visiting. 

Section 3. The Chapt·er Chairman may appoint other 
committees which will be beneficial to the Blue Ridge Chapter, 
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A. I. S. He/she shall be member ex-officio of all committees 
except the Nominating Committee. 

Section 4. The duties of these chairmen shall be as 
follows: 

1. Pr·ogram-It shall be the duty of this committee to 
secure programs of interest on the growth, culture and exhibi
tion of iris, both in shows and gardens. 

2. Membership-It shall be the duty of this committee to 
process new memberships; notify members of the date their 
dues are to be paid; promote membership and make every effort 
to secure renewal of memberships. 

3. Publicity-It shall be the duty of this committee to 
secure newspaper publicity in advance of the meetings and to 
publish articles of interest following each meeting; handle the 
publicity for auctions, iris shows and garden tours. 

4. Flower Show-It shall be the duty of this committee 
to make plans and promote an Iris Show annually if at all 
possible and garden tours whenever possible. He/she shall have 
complete charge of all arrangements for these shows, and he/she 
shall be known as general chairman of the show. 

5. Auction-It shall be the duty of this committee to 
secure Iris rhizomes (both new and old varieties) and supply 
auctioneer for the auction. The auction is to be held at the 
proper planting time each year. 

6. Nominating-A nominating committee of three mem
bers shall be elected at the Spring meeting. 

7. Judges and Training-It shall be the duty of this 
committee to make suggestions for appointment of Judges each 
year to the Regional Vice-President. This committee shall pro
vide for judges' training each year as set forth by the Regional 

• Judges' Training Chairman. 
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Article VIII-Finances 

Section 1. The treasurer shall bring a financial report to 
the Chapter at each meeting, with a written financial report at 
the end of the term of office, which report shall be filed with the 
minutes of the annual meeting. 

Section 2. All orders for disbursement shall be approved 
by the Chapter Chairman. 

Article IX-Parliamentary Authority 

Roberts Rules of Order (revised) shall be the parlia
mentary authority for the Blue Ridge Chapt,er A. I. S., Region IV. 

Article X-Amendments 

These By-laws may be amended at the annual meeting 
by a two-thirds vote of those present, notification having been 
given prior to the annual meeting. 

REBECCA M. BOWER 
JEANNE W. PRICE 
Committee To Draw Up By-Laws 
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE 

Since mid-December 1963 when we sent the January issue 
of Newscast to the printers considerable additional information 
has reached us regarding the C and P iris gardens. Two gardens 
mentioned in the last issue will be unavailable. Dr. Earl Thomson, 
in Annapolis, writes that he has not added enough new iris since 
last year to merit inclusion in this year's tour. Bill Webster of 
Beltsville who raises iris on rented land, primarily for sale to 
nurseries, tells me that the three elderly maidens who own the 
land where he operates want no visitors and at times in the past 
have carried shotguns to assure their own continued privacy. 
Enough said. 

Even with these two eliminated there are still more gardens 
than can be seen in two days. Besides the six suburban gardens 
selected by Ivan Richmond and announced elsewhere in this 
issue, there are three additional excellent gardens, also in the 
suburbs, that could not be fitted into the tour. The gardens of 
Judge Carey Quinn of Bethesda, Mrs. T. N. "Connie" Labash in 
Silver Spring, and Mrs. Shirlee H utmire in Takoma Park, are 
all worth seeing and were, in fact, described in the January issue 
of Newscast. All three lie within a radius of five miles so they 
present no problem of communicating. About 180 of the 210 
varieties Judge Quinn grows are less than five years old while 
Mrs .. Hutmire's garden, though it has been planted less than a 
year and is obviously not "matured," is equally modern and 
includes some seventeen 1963 and 1964 introductions, some of 
which can not be found elsewhere. Connie's iris collection, 
while not as new, has to offer magnificent landscaping, very 
well grown plants, the area's largest collection of dwarfs, and 
"out of this world" day lilies, some of which should be in bloom. 
We would unhesitatingly recommend all three for visiting on 
Sunday. 

Outside the suburbs a number of additional fine gardens 
are available. The Bennett garden in Laytonville, Donnell 
Smith's estate outside Baltimore, Sam Luck's garden in Balti
more, Mrs. Rettger's place in Jessups, and the two very large 
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gardens in Sykesville of Mrs. Allen and Mr. Carr ar·e all available 
so far as we know now. Whether a trip to Sykesville will be de
sirable will depend upon the season. Though only about forty 
miles from Silver Spring as a crow flies it has a season which is 
definitely later. Hence, if we are blessed by an early spring the 
trip to Sykesville should be worth while but if the season is late 
not too much is apt to be blooming. 

We can suggest two possible Sunday tours. One would take 
in the three surburban gardens plus the Bennett garden in 
Laytonsville which is about thirteen miles from Silver Spring. 
Those desiring to cover more territory can take the parkway from 
Washington to Baltimore, stop off at Jessups to see Mrs. Rett
ger's place, and then proceed to Baltimore to see the two gardens 
there. They can then (if the season is early) finish by driving 
on to Sykesville which is almost due west. A third possible 
course would be returning to some of Saturday's gardens and 
a fourth would be leaving in time to get home by Monday 
morning. 

From Frank Bennett we learn that bus transportation can 
be secured at comparatively short notice if a sizable group of 
visitors wish to tour the same gardens on Sunday. If not then the 
choice of both gardens and transportation will be left to the 
individual guest. 

Mrs. Shirlee Hutmire, who has been doing typing for News
cast, asked us to make a request of contributors. Where either 
technical terms or little known proper names are used it is very 
desirable that the words be printed. Aside from this she reports 
that she has encountered no difficulty in reading and typing the 
copy she has received. 

Ill luck has attended efforts of the Board of Directors to get 
together to take care of Region 4 business. A schedule meeting 
on January 18th at Roanoke had to be postponed because too 
few could get there during the very severe winter weather, The 
meeting was rescheduled for February 1. Then, several days 
prior to the rescheduled meeting, our RVP, Mr. Earl Browder, 
suffered a slight stroke during a trip to Ohio. The rescheduled 
meeting was then cancelled. Irisarians all over the country will 
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wish Mr. Browder a speedy and complete recovery. Meantime, 
our Assistant RVP, Mrs. Rena Frantz, has taken care of neces
s~ry correspondence and otherwise serving as the sparkplug of 
Region 4. 

Another sad event was the unexpected passing of "Eleanor" 
(Mrs. Brackett Jackson) in Reidsville, North Carolina. This 
event has deprived Newscast of one of its features. Our symp
athies go out to Fannie Stadler. We have invited her to continue 
her column under a different heading and we hope she will do so. 
We also hope she will be at both Silver Spring and Chicago. 
Individuals pass from the scene and are missed but those who 
are left make the necessary adjustments and life goes on. This 
can be true even in the case of far greater tragedies than any of 
us are likely to encounter. Several years ago we met a fine young 
Jew who was taking graduate work at Harvard. Through good 
fortune he had left his home in Holland immediately before the 
Germans marched in and had finally gotten to the United 
States. Every other member of his family and all of his friends 
had been exterminated by the Nazis. Yet he had adjusted and 
was leading a happy and forward looking lif·e. 

-
Not too much news has reached us from individual chapters 

this time which is probably a reflection of lowered activity 
during the winter months. This may not be the whole explanation, 
however, since three chapters have supplied absoutely nothing 
in the· way of news or material for any of the Newscasts during 
the last year. One weakness of Newscast has been the lateness 
with which it has been reaching you. We have been sending in 
copy as much as two months before the magazine has reached 
its ·subscribers. While this lateness has been annoying in the 
case of the other issues it would be disastrous in the case of the 
April issue. Hence, we are sending in this copy two weeks 
earlier than usual (the end af February) and are asking our 
printer in Roanoke, to bend every effort toward handling this one 
rapidly. Hence, we hope it will reach you no later than the first 
part of April. By that time the iris should have ceased being 
midwinter eyesores and be showing that "interesting" condition 
of rapid growth that is the prelude to supreme beauty a little 

later. DONALD W. MITCHELL 
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THE 1964 REGIONAL 

by I van Richmond 

The holding of the 1964 Region 4 Annual Meeting on May 
15-17 at Silver Spring will bring to some of us interesting past 
memories. Silver Spring adjoins Takoma Park where, before 
the iris borer discouraged many growers, a great many iris were 
grown during the1930s and 1940s. Every year a large iris show 
was held with as many as three exhibits of 100 named varieties, 
besides numerous specimens in all color classes. Judging these 
shows were Mr. Howard Watkins, at that time Secretary of the 
A. I. S., and Dr. Marion Shull, a grower who had introduced iris 
and hemerocallis. To clerk for them at the show was an education 
in judging iris. 

The former C. and P. Society had a meeting in this area 
in 1947. Several out-of-town visitors were here, including Mr. and 
Mrs. Steller from Princeton, West Virginia; Mrs. F. Allen Brown 
and Mrs. Herbert from Roanoke, Virginia; Mrs. Aycock, Mrs. 
Kirby, and Mrs, Roberts from Norfolk, Virginia; and Mr. Louis 
McDonald from Lynchburg, Virginia. This society went out 
of existance some years ago. The present chapter was organ
ized with Mr. O'Brien's encouragement, becoming the C. & P. 
Chapter. 

The Sheraton-Silver Spring Motor Inn at 8727 Colesville 
Road will be headquarters this year. A Regional Board meeting 
will be held at the Inn on Friday evening, May 15, after last 
minute registration and a "get acquainted" hour. 

Garden tours by bus will begin at 8 a.m. Saturday, May 16. 
Three gardens are to be visited before lunch and three after 
lunch, returning to the motel no later than 5 :30 p.m. A buffet 
dinner will be at 7 :00 p.m., to be followed by the annual business 
meeting, a short program, and colored slides of iris. 

The gardens to be covered (not necessarily in this _prder) 
are as follows : · 

(1) Mrs. Earl Rhodes 7412 Holly Ave., Takoma Park 

19 



(2) Dr. Don Charles Nearpass at Beltsville 

(3) Acorn Hill Iris Garden, 9020 Howser Lane, Lanham 

(4) Ivan Richmond at 9200 Flower Ave., Silver Spring 

(5) Stone Lantern Garden, 520 Notley Road, Silver Spring 

(6) Mrs. Hazel LaMar, 3200 Cheverly Ave., Cheverly 

All of the above gardens lie within a 15 mile radius of each other 
and all were described in the January Newscast. 

The choice of gardens for the Saturday's tour was a difficult 
one and was not intended to reflect in any way on either other 
suburban gardens or half a dozen fine gardens lying outside the 
suburbs. In fact we are extending an invitation to visit these 
additional gardens on Sunday on either an individual or group 
basis. 

Registration blanks will be ·sent to all A. I. S. members 
together with information as to hotel rates and will probably 
reach you in advance of this copy of Newscast. 

In addition to the iris gardens there are many other places 
of horticultural interest to visitors in the Washington area who 
have the time and inclination to visit them. 

These include the National Arboretum which has about 
70,000 large azaleas and rhododendrons, most of which will be in 
bloom in May. There are also plantings of camellias, hollies, 
various evergreens, and dogwoods. Fern Valley, planted with 
wildflowers native to this area, is a lovely place. In season also 
should be some narcissus and hibiscus. There is no tall bearded 
iris planting as they are unable to care for one at present. The 
Arboretum does have a sizable collection of Japanese iris and its 
director expects to put in other types when sufficient personnel 
becomes available to take on the added work. 

Dumbarton Oaks is another place of great interest to gar
deners. Several plantings are kept in excellent shape and a 
visit there is pleasant at any time of the year. 
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The Botanical Garden located near the Capitol has many 
plants, trees, succulents, etc., which are grown under glass. 

The department of Agriculture Experiment Station at Belts
ville has so many activities going on that enumeration would 
be difficult. Just one of the many is Dr. Emsweller's production 
of many strains of new lilies. 

HOW TO ENJOY YOUR WASHINGTON VISIT 

by Jeanne Clay 

Springtime beauty is a sight with which the eyes of Iris
arians are greatly familiar. Many of our dreams and much of our 
efforts center around creating and achieving beauty harvested 
during the spring and early summer. While those of us in the 
C. & P. Chapter of Region 4 hope that irisarians attending the 
Region 4 Annual Convention will be pleased and delighted with 
the beauty of our iris and our gardens, we hope they will come 
prepar·ed to enjoy more. We hope that you will take advantage 
of the opportunity to enjoy not only the pleasure of touring well 
grown gardens displaying a vast variety of Iris from the old 
favorites to the newest and most choice, but also the pleasure of 
touring and exploring the vast variety of places and things to 
see and do which are available in the Washington, D. C. area. 
To all who still find excitement in exploring the new, and in 
renewing and refreshing appreciation of the historic, we offer a 
warm welcome. 

It would be difficult to argue against the opinion that Wash
ington, D. C. achieves the height of its beauty in the spring. 
Those of us who live in and around our nation's capital are 
quick to point out to visitors and would-be visitors that though 
ours is indeed a beautiful city throughout most of the year, it 
is spring which probably affords the most breath-taking back-
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ground against which to view this city which is the hub of the 
free world, and the reservoir of our national heritage. 

Those of you attending the Region 4, 1964 Convention will 
have offered to you the opportunity of gleaning such a perspec
tive through the eyes of a visitor, still sensitive to all the 
wonder, the dignity, and the underlying current excitement 
which is a continuous part of this city, but which many of us who 
have lived here over the years may have grown accustomed to 
and may now take for granted. We urge you to enjoy this 
treasure. 

Always a difficult problem, choosing what to see and when 
is often bewildering to the \.Vashington visitor, be it his first 
trip or his fifth. The first time visitor usually hopes to see those 
attractions which become symbolic with our nation's capital: 
The Washington Monument, The Capitol Building, The White 
House, The Lincoln and Jefferson Memorials, The Smithsonian 
Institute, etc., etc. He soon discovers that this can be a formidable 
test of his physical stamina and ability to plan. The veteran, 
having already skimmed the city's major attractions, may wish 
to pursue the pleasure of giving more detailed attention to 
specific exhibits, (such as the Hall of Gems and Minerals at the 
Smithsonian Institute), or to lesser known tours and exhibits. 
He may simply hope to leisurely browse through the Natural 
History Museum. But, even for him, the supply of interesting and 
informative things to see and do seems almost endless, and 
choices become difficult. Long time residents are equally prone 
to suffer from this problem. Indeed, even they are not always 
aware of many of the exhibits, tours, and .special programs 
which are available in their city at any one time, so varied and 
changing are the offerings. 

For the "first-time" tourist who intends to devote his time, 
attention, and two or three days to sightseeing, many guided 
tours are available offering a valuable opportunity to visit most 
of the high points in the Washington area with the least amount 
of walking, worry about timing, and expenses and frustration 
which might result from taxi or parking problems. Though he 
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may not be able to enjoy the luxury of unlimited "browsing" at 
the Smithsonian, or the Archives, on guided tours he will see a 
great deal, at least become more aware of what is available ... 
and perhaps gain more specific ideas about what it is he would 
like to linger over and savor on his next trip. 

If in making your plans to attend the Region 4 Convention 
you have allotted yourself a few extra days for sightseeing, or 
if you are contemplating making such an allotment, the one 
goal which is likely to be foremost in your mind will be that 
of making the most of your time and energy with the end results 
of satisfaction and enjoyment. 

How much, from the practical standpoint of time and 
energy, can you hope to do in the course of a day? What, if any, 
are the visiting hours at certain exhibits, building and memorials, 
and what, if any, are admission costs? What kind of accomoda
tions are available in and around the Washington area, in the 
way of restaurants, hotels, and motels? Those, perhaps, are but 
a few of the questions which may occur to you in planning 
your trip ... especially if your plans include sightseeing as well 
as attending the convention. 

I assume there are several ways of answering tho·se questions 
satisfactorily before one arrives in Washington, bags in hand, 
ready to interrogate the first local resident who passes by and 
looks friendly. One way, which I offer as a suggestion, requires 
the relatively small investment of $0.95, possibly as much of 
your time as it takes to visit your local paperback book dealer 
or write a short note to a Washington book store, but will 
provide you with a wealth of amazingly complete and well 
organized information covering virtually every facet of this 
multi-faced city. It is a book which even the established resident, 
a:s well as the bewildered tourist, will find enlightening and 
valuable. 

THE WASHINGTON GUIDE BOOK, by John and Kath
erine Walker, (Dell Publishing Company, Inc.; 1963), sells for 
95¢. In spite of the fact that it is a standard sized paperback book, 
it is equipped with erusily followed maps and diagrams ... not 
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only of the city of Washington itself, but also of specific buildings 
and points of interest in and around the city. It has a compre
hensive list of the sights, exhibits, seasonal attractions as well 
as descriptive listings of shopping areas, hotels and resturants 
selected, categorized and rated for their appeal to a wide variety 
of tastes and pocketbooks. It seems probable that this little book 
contains the answers to most of the questions which might have 
occurred to you, and possibly a few that haven't! 

If your local dealer in paperback books does not have this 
one available, (I have seen it on book stands as far away as 
New York), perhaps he would order it for you. If you prefer, 
you could order it for yourself, either from the publisher ... Dell 
Publishing Company, Inc., 750 3rd Avenue, New York 17, N.Y . 
. . . or from Brentano's Book Store's Inc., 1322 F Street, N.W., 

Washington, D.C. It is available in the Washington area both 
at the various airports and at reputable paperback book dealers, 
but I suggest that its value to you will be greatly increased if you 
could obtain and study it BEFORE you arrive. 

On behalf of the irisarians from the C. & P. Chapter, may 
I take this opportunity to express our hope that you will attend 
the 1964 Regional Convention and that you will enjoy not only 
the beauty of our Iris, but the beauty and enchantment of the 
city around which we live ... Washington, D.C. 

IRIS GARDEN ETIQUETTE 

Dr. Anne Lee, Norfolk, Virginia 

Etiquette is defined in your dictionary as the form required 
/by good breeding, a code of rules respecting what is right and 

fitting. Well, you probably wonder what this has to do with 
iris gardens ... 

Soon, iris time will be upon us, and visitors will descend on 
your garden. It is a strange fact that a lot of people whose 
etiquette is abov~ reproach in any other social contact will behave 
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miserably in an iris garden. So here are a few tips which should 
help the owners of the garden as well as the visitors: 

(1) Let your friend know you are coming. Most people love 
to show you around and point out their newest things. 

(2) Pick a good time to visit. Maybe your friend is in church 
Sunday morning. 

(3) Don't stay all day-you want to come back another 
time. 

(4) Treat the garden as you would the owner's home. Likely 
as not he thinks more of his garden than his home. 

(S) Leave your children at home. They may be angels, but 
you certainly will spare the owner'·s nerves. 

(6) Leave the dogs at home, too. A dog in an unwelcome 
guest, and besides, he really is no iris connoisseur, and a cat 
or bird may tempt him to take a short cut straight through the 
choicest bed. 

(7) Ladies, beware of those huge purses that swing from 
your arms. A swift swing, and that one and only stalk of the 
newest introduction has bitten the dust! 

(8) Don't pinch, and I mean the iris blooms. You don't have 
to feel to determine if it has the right texture; your eyes will 
tell you. 

(9) Don't go to a garden if the owner is away unless he is a 
good friend of yours. 

(10) Don't walk into beds, and please, ladies, don't wear 
those spike heels when you walk through the garden. Those 
little holes you leave are not very ornamental. 

The owner has some obligation, too. Maybe the visitor is 
just beginning to grow iris and does not know that there is a 
difference between Blue Shimmer and Miss Alameda. So be 
patient and take a little time to answer his questions. 

In conclusion: May only well-bred people descend on your 
iris garden come bloom time! 
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THE BEST WHITE IRIS FOR '64 

Carey E. Quinn 

I know that any claim of the "best" in any flower as numer
ous as Iris can be a bit opinionated. However, in making the state
ment perhaps I should point out that I try every white I hear of 
from any corner of the country and the ones I show are the 
"best" in my garden. 

Of course I am a "bug" on white flowers, but again I should 
point out that my interest grows out of the certainty that a 
white Iris must really measure up-there is nothing to hide 
behind-no crutch of color-nothing. It is either there or it isn't. 

In any event I give you thirty-five (35) white Iris that I 
believe will include the favorites of most fanciers. Discussion 
follows. 

All Eternity (Jensen '62) 

Arctic Flame (Fay '60) 
Brilliant Star (Hall '61) 

Celestial Snow (Bros. Charles '57) 

Charles Fowler (Watkins '59) 

c:J:iris~as Angel· (DeForest '60) 

Curl'd Cloud (Hinkle '59) 

:[)a:ndng Bride (Rudolph '63) 

Dreamy (Linse '53) 

Fluted Haven (Reynolds '58) 

Friendship (Gatty '60) 

Frost and Flame (Hall '57) 

Goodness (Babson '63) 

Henry Shaw (Benson '59) 

Irish Linen (Fay '58) 

LeBeau (Hinkle '59) 

Luxury Line (Carlson '62) 

Magic Morn (Hinkle '61) 

Meadow Snow (Fisher-Unintrod.) 

Patrician (H. F. Hale '53) 
Patricia (Craig '62) 

Piety (Branch '60) 

Poet's Dream (0. Brown '58) 

Rejoice (Dubes '58) 

Robert J. Graves (K. Smith '58) 

Snow Goddess (Becherer '55) 

Swan Ballet (Muhlstein '55) 

The Citadel (Watkins '54) 

Wedding Bouquet (Buttrick '53) 

Wedgewood Haven (Reynolds '59) 

White Bouquet (Hinkle '57) 

White Peacock (Patterson '52) 

White Pride (Branch '62) 

Winter Olympics (0. Brown '63) 

Winter Song (Dubes- Young '61) 



*All Eternity (Jensen '62) M/36" 
Thi'S is one with a distinctive appeal. Pure white, white 

beard, heavy lace, on the blue side. Little narrow in petals and 
has not grown as yet quite as I would like it. But, I am hopeful. 

Arctic Flame (Fay '60) E/35"' 
Frosty snow-white with a heavy wide red beard. Wide, 

large, ruffled, good substance, fine growth and plant. Has every
thing-nearly perfect. 

Brilliant Star (Hall '61) M/36'" 
Here is one that is snow white with a flashy reddish beard. 

Has good branching. Flowers are well rounded with arched falls. 
This is a much improved Frost and Flame-and that is some
thing. 

Celestial Snow (Bros Charles '57) EM/38"' 
One of the all-time greats. Cool white with white beard 

relieved by only a lemon tip. Heavy ruffling is the trade mark, 
but the flower is large and wide, the ·standards domed ; the falls 
flared. Good branching, a fine plant and grows nicely. 

Charles Fowler (Watkinis '59) ML/38"' 
I think this is Watkin's best. Pure White, large, heavy sub

stance, domed standards in the usual Watkin"s manner, falls 
flare. Throw in good branching. 

Christmas Angel (DeForest '60) M/38"' 
A tall, 1statuesque, sparkling white, with stiff stems, gold 

throat, gold beard, large and exactly placed and formed, well 
branched. Get the picture? A better Patrician! 

Curl'd Cloud (Hinkle '59) ML/36'" 
Large ruffled white, with lemon beard tipped white, greenish 

tint in flared falls, an.d closed standards. Well spaced blooms and 
many of them. What a flower! one of the six everyone ran there 
legs off tring to decide about. 

*(I have written after each Iris, from left to right, the name of 
the introducer, the year of introduction, the season of bloom 
and the average height) 



Dancing Bride (Rudolph '63) L/34"# 
This is a clear, large, late blooming frosty white with smooth 

lemon hafts and beard. Closed standards and flared falls of 
excellent substance. Ruffling over all. Greenish cast, good 
branching and fine blue-green plant. I saw this last season and 
have made way for it in my late group. 

Dreamy (Linse'53) ML/36" 
This is mammoth-sized, very heavy textured white with 

white beard on well branched stalks. Crepey, all over, is its trade 
mark. Guess I'll keep it a while longer-looks very good. Good 
grower. 

Fluted Haven (Reynolds '58) M/34"' 
Wide, ruffled and fluted, large, beautifully formed, clean 

white. Finish, form and substance are the keys here. I can never 
look long enough at this flower. 

Friendship (Gatty '60) EM/36"# 
Snow Flurry X Elmohr is a cross to watch in our area. How

ever, to date this is a grand large white with much charm, flaring 
form, wide ruffled and heavily substanced; and excellent branch
ing. Regal is the accent. 

Frost a,nd Flame (Hall '57) EM/40" 
This is a big, frosty white with a reddi·sh orange beard that 

almost everyone knows. There is good form, heavy substance, 
good branching, and plenty of vigor. Is there more? 

Goodness (Babson '63) M/36"# 
This is a big white that grows readily and bears lots of nicely 

shaped flowers. I can't say more because I only got a hurried look 
at it last year but will try to fill in details next season. I think this 
is a fine one. 

Henry Shaw (Benson '59) M/38"' 
A very fine large icy white beard. Ruffled and fluted all 

over. Good branching and fine proportions with· an undercast of 
green. Falls could be a mite long-but no matter-everyone 
loves it. 
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Irish Linen (Fay '58) M/36"' 
A medium white with lemon beard and perfect branching and 

placement. Closed standards, semi-flare to falls, ruffling. Accent 
on form! 

Le Beau (Hinkle '59) ML/38'" 
Beautifully poised, glistening, ruffled white with white beard. 

And heavy substance with ideal branching-wraps up Mrs. Hin
kle's salute to all the handsome men she's known! 

Luxury Line (Carlson '62) M/33"# 
Very nicely formed and heavily substanced, frosty white of 

widely flaring form. Domed and laced standards are gold edged. 
The wide falls solid orange-gold shoulders and fiery red beards. 
And it is well branched. A beauty! 

Magic Mom (Hinkle '61) ML/38"' 
The subtle blush of morn is carried to this cool and elegantly 

ruffled white with pale pink beard. Domed, with near perfect 
branching and long blooming habit. What a flower! One of my 
best six. 

Meadow Snow (Fischer-) M/36" 
An excellent white with a fine plant marks this unintro

duced item. A large bloom with almost horizontal flare and 
good texture. Many flowers, I hope it is introduced. 

Patrician (H. F. Hall '53) M/34" 
Here we have an excellent white with gold epaulets and gold 

beard, flared and ruffled. There are many of the type now and I 
will probably discard this one in '64. 

Patricia Craig (Craig '62) EL/34"# 
This is a new one from California that is a ruffled white of 

large size and excellent form which features substance. A fem
inine Iris I One of the four best new ones. 

Piety (Branch '60) EM/36"' 
A sturdy, well branched white with lemon beard. Large size, 

full, domed standards, semi-fluted and falls, with all parts wide. A 
grand Iris and a good plant. One of best. 
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Poet's Dream (0. Brown '58) M/36" 
A large cool white, light yellow beard, well domed and of 

globular form on tall well branched stalks. Extreme ruffling is 
the trade mark. 

Rejoice (Dubes '58) ML/38'" 
A heavily ruffled, white, rounded standards, wide flaring falls 

that grows splendidly with fine branching and excellent sub
stance. Charming form-like a fairy dancer. I love it. 

Robert J. Graves (K. Smith '58) L/35"' 
Large, wide ruffled, majestic white, pale yellow beard, domed 

standards, horizontal falls, breaching good and stem'S sturdy. Fine. 

Snow Goddess (Becherer '55) EM/38"' 
A wide petaled vigorous large white of fine form. Ruffled 

with yellow beard and yellow lines at hafts. Beautiful and 
dependable. 

Swan Ballet (Muhlstein) ML/38 
This finely ·sculptured, very round, clear swan white Iris with 

white tipped beard and great substance and a very graceful pose 
is flared and moderately ruffled. Takes an extra year and a lot of 
wood ashes as is the ca:se with Spanish Peake's progeny. 

The Citadel (Watkins '54) M/36"' 
. Here we have a large pure white with broad closed standards 

and wide spreading falls that has excellent substance, form and 
fine branching. Form is the key. Like a statuette in the moon
light. 

Wedding Bouquet (Buttrick '53) M/34" 
A dignified white! Large, domed, broad, ruffled, flared, 

heavy substance. Somehow reminds me of the introducer more 
than the new Court Dress we have as yet been unable to 
get to bloom. 

Wedgewood Haven (Reynolds '59) LM/36"' 
Blue-white, blue beard, blue stains on haft, nicely ruffled, 

and well branched. A typical Haven and very nice. Mrs. Reynolds 
must caory a rabbits' foot. 
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White Bouquet (Hinkle '57) ML/38"" 
Creamy white with beard the same. Ruffled. Large good 

broad form. Fine branching. Green tint from under side. Many 
flowers. Fine. 

White Peacock (Patterson '52) M/36" 
Blue white. Large ruffled, broad, nicely branched. Slow to 

grow but worth it. I hope to get the record for our area this year 
or I shall discard. 

White Pride (Branch '62) L/36"# 
A brilliant and distinctive white with lemon beard. Large 

closed standards. Ruffled, fluted, semi-flared falls. Good sub
stance and branching. A very fine late Iris! 

Winter Olympics (0. Brown '63) EM/38"# 
A white Eleanor's Pride! Pure white, including beard. 

Domed standards that are ruffled. Wide arched falls. Strong 
stalks with well spaced blooms of leathery substance. This is 
one of the four best new ones-and a fine one. 

Winter Song (Dubes-Young '61) M/35"# · 
A sister to Rejoice! Different however. Winter snow white 

of crisp beautiful form with white beard. Ruffled. Branching 
very good. Accent on form and substance. Excellent. 

I ·suppose I should enclose a bit of reference to the things I 
shall try this coming year but it is early yet and the reports are 
not in. In any event, I think I've taken up enough of your time. 
I grow quite a number of Iris other than white-219 varieties 
to be exact-you have to put something between the whites to 
bring them out-sometime I'll tell you about them. 

'Denotes a rating as one of 18 best older whites. 

#Denotes rating as one of 6 best new whites. 
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CHEMICAL WEED CONTROL IN BEARDED IRIS 

Carlos Fleury* 

Weeds are a great problem to most gardeners, and weed 
control in iris gardens i·s no exception. \Veeds rob the crop plants 
of moisture, plant nutrients, and sunlight. Some weeds even 
produce toxic substances which are excreted into the soil, stunt
ing the crop plants with which they are growing. 

Iris fanciers taking the garden tour of the Region 4 meeting 
this spring will have an opportunity to see a large iris garden in 
which weeds are controlled by chemicals. In this Chesapeake 
and Potomac garden, weed control experiments with bearded 
iris have been carried out since 1961, and it is hoped that complete 
weed control for the garden may be accomplished in 1964 with
out any cultivation whatsoever. 

Chemicals available for weed control may be placed in 4 
classes: 

1. Soil fumigants-these chemicals are applied to the soil, 
usually quite some time before planting. They kill most living 
vegetation as well as most weed seeds, fungi, and nematodes. 
Methyl bromide, Vapam, Mylone and calcium cyanimide have 
all been used successfully in seed bed preparation. They should 
not be used on established plants. The per acre cost as well as 
problems of application would limit their use to seed beds, and 
other special situations. 

2. Contact herbicides-These materials kill the plant ti>ssues 
with which they come in contact, but are not moved about within 
the plant to any great extent. If they were to be used around 
iris, care would have to be taken to keep the spray away from 
the iris plant·s, to avoid injury to the iris. No chemicals of this 
type have been used in this garden. A New York grower has 
applied sodium arsenite to established weeds early in the spring 
with favorable result·s. 

*Carlos Fleury is a pen name for one of our members who, because of 
his 4'0sition in the United States Government, does not have full freedom 
in writing under his own name. 
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3. Translocated herbicides-The translocated or hormonal 
herbicides have considerable selectivity, killing ·some species of 
plants, while leaving others unharmed. Little is known of the 
tolerance of bearded iris to these chemicals, although there are 
reports of injury to iris from their use. 2-4D may result in de
formed bloom stalks and other injury, even though the iris 
plant is not killed. A related compound Silvex or 2, 4, 5, T, has 
been used on 3 occasions without apparent injury. 

Amine methyl arsonate, a crabgrass killer, was sprayed on 
two clumps of iris without apparent injury. Dalapon, a grass 
killer, has been tried on one plot of iris without injury. However, 
a fall application of aminotriazole at 6 lbs. active ingredient per 
acre produced chlorosis on new growth. The spring growth was 
also chlorotic, but strong growing seedlings recovered, and only 
a few weaklings died. 

Banvel D, which kills wild garlic and other weeds, was 
applied during the fall of 1963 to a number of plots. The iris were 
apparently unharmed, but will be observed carefully in the spring, 
since the effects ·of fall application may be apparent only after 
overwintering. 

Further tests are needed to find out how the translocated 
herbicides may be used in weed control in iris plantings. Some of 
these chemicals may be useful as directed sprays .or as spot sprays 
in which only the foliage of the weeds is treated. 

4. Res.idual herbicides-This class of chemical is usually 
applied to cultivated and weed-free soil. The weed seedlings take 
up the herbicide as they germinate and are killed. A number of 
these chemicals have been tried. Some of them will kill a few of 
established weeds, but are generally effective only on germinating 
weed seedlings. 

Sesone (SES, or 2,4DES) is applied as a spray, has an 
effective life of 3 or 4 weeks and has been found to be safe on 
iris at as much as 6 lbs active ingredient per acre. 

A number of other chemicals were apparently safe on. estab
lished iris. These and their tolerance were : CIPC, 8 lbs. active 
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per acre ; Dacthal, 20 lbs. active per acre ; N eburon 12 lbs. active 
per acre; Trifl.uralin, 6 lbs. active per acre; Endothal, 6 lbs. active 
per acre. These figures are generally the upper limits of amounts 
used for weed control. The iris may actually be tolerant of even 
greater amounts of the chemicals. 

Simazine was the most effective and long lasting chemical 
tried. This was applied as a four per cent granular material, but 
is also available as an 80% wettable powder. The granular 
material is more expensive, but i's easier to distribute without 
expensive equipment. While the iris were found to tolerate as 
much as 6 lbs. per acre active ingredient, 2 or 3 lbs. per acre is 
usually sufficient to control weeds for 3 or 4 months. Plans are to 
treat the entire iris field of over lf2 acre with Simazine 4% 
granular. Established plants will receive 2 or 3 lbs. per acre of 
active ingredient in March, before spring weeds begin to germ
inate. 

Gardeners should recognize that it is easy to apply an over
dose of a herbicide through miscalculation, and that desirable 
plants which are grown in proximity to the iris may be harmed 
by the chemicals. For example Simazine at 2 or 3 lbs. per acre 
will kill established bluegrass. 

WHAT ABOUT SOIL TESTS? 

By Bill Miller 

When soil testing is mentioned, the first question usually 
asked is "What about it?" At the Blue Ridge Chapter meeting 
last fall Dr. Charles Rich of Virginia Tech Agronomy Dept. gave 
a. talk on growth of iris, soils and the importance of soil testing. 
(See January NEWS CAST, Page 29-3Q) I also quote from 
another article "Magic Formula At Work?" "One more mention 
of The Centennial Iris Garden that was, and then we are willing 
to let bY""gones be by-gones, in that regard. However, we feel we 
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would be doing our readers a di•stinct disservice if we failed to 
mention the great change we noticed in the iris being grown 
there, between June and August 1. Not only were increases very 
great, but size and apparent health of rhizomes was much im
proved, due to 'Something that Earl put on them in June,' Ernie 
Poff told us." (See January NEWS CAST, Page 20) 

I doubt very seriously the Centennial Iris Garden will ever 
be forgotten especially by those who saw it and worked in it. 
Any of the Region 4 members who saw it during the Regional 
meetings and scrutinized other than bloom will not forget it. 
While digging the garden in August, we will not forget the 
increase we got from each clump. Vlhen you get 12 to 19 
increases from a 3-rhizome planting, you don't forget it. 

This then brings up the question: What kind of soil did these 
iris grow in? Was it the soil or fertilizer used, or was it the soil 
and the amount and kind of fertilizer used or what? First of all the 
soil was ideal. It came from an old barnyard that had been 
abandoned years ago consisting of sandy bottom land soil and 
well decomposed manure. It could rain on this soil and then be 
sunbaked for days and you could still take your hand and 
fingers and dig down into the ground and crumble it with ease. 
Secondly, the common fertilizers we all use, bone meal, super
phosphate and Hybrotite were used, nothing special. Third, the 
statement could be made you must have measured portions of 
fertilizer and tested the soil. The answer is no, we apparently 
hit it lucky. 

In August of 1963 a sample of soil was taken out of three 
of the clock beds, Bed II donated by Cooley's Garden, Bed VII 
donated by Lolita Powell, and Bed XI donated by Dr. Knocke. 
These three samples were put together and made into one test 
sample. (For anyone's own garden this should not be done, but 
a sample from each bed you desire to test should be taken. Then 
a ·separate test of each sample should be made.) From this one 
test of Centennial Garden Soil the following results were found 
and in my opinion could be used for a basis of formulating one's 
own needs of what elements need be added to their gardens to 
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get prime results. Most growers have loamy soil but the question 
is what foods are needed and how much. 

Comments have been that iris do not need a sweet or high 
lime soil. This is your pH factor. In the Centennial Garden the 
soil pH was 6 on the Sudbury Chart. This was 1¥2 points below 
the 7Jh pH reading considered adequate for growing grass, 
common annuals, and garden vegetables. A pH or lime test 
below 6 would not harm the iris I don't believe although readings 
on samples made from my own bed!s showed 6 to 6%,. It might be 
noted the readings shown for pH and those to follow denote the 
deficiency of the necessary element. 

The nitrogen reading on the Sudbury Chart for soil from 
the Centennial Garden was 4% or 2% below the norm for com
mon gardening. From reports I have received high nitrogen in 
iris beds is forbidden. From this and the good showing of iris 
grown in the beds tested, a 4% deficiency based on average gives 
good results. Tests made in my garden show 2% to 2%,% below 
normal and indicate a need to find a way to reduce the nitrogen 
present. If the fans of my iris show a dark green, I will be sure 
I have too much nitrogen. A good color would be that shown 
on a package of Salem cigarettes. 

Phosphorus is the second figure shown on your bag of 
fertilizer. The phosphorus reading on the Sudbury Chart for the 
Centennial Garden was 20% or 8% below the norm for average 
gardens. Phosphorus gives us our bloom and the bloom in the 
three beds tested sure weren't lacking in early May. Whole Cloth 
in Lolita Powell'•s bed couldn't ask for a better showing. Orange 
Crush was as orange as it could be. Blue Raven definitely 
wasn't white or even washed out if you know what I mean. Sun 
was on this bed in particular about %, of the day and fade out 
or bleaching didn't show until the flower was ready to fold. 
From this I would assume a 20% to 16% count could be con
•s.idered good in any garden. In two of my beds I will be able to 
find out how phosphorus deficiency will show in the bloom. One 
bed shows a reading of 16% which is better than that of the 
Ce:rrtennial Garden and another bed in the same location shows a 
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28% count. The 28% count should not have as good blooms as 
the 16% bed. 

Lets go now to the required potash needed in our soil. The 
Centennial Garden test showed the need of an additional 8% 
of potash for normal flower growth. If a root growth of strong 
sturdy roots 12 to 16 inches long indicates a need for potash, I 
wonder what we would have had if the additional 8% were 
added. I will be able to answer this question, I think, from two 
of my beds when the iris are dug for dividing. One bed shows a 
2% need for potash and the other needs an addition of 12%. The 
roots on the Centennial iris did not have branches but to me 
heavy root branching is an indication of lack of water. I found 
this from digging a shallow sandy bed after a dry summer. 

From the word I have received from fellow irisarians the 
iris needs a slightly acid soil, little nitrogen, much phosphorus 
and much potash. The Centennial Iris Garden showed a slightly 
low pH or leaning toward acid, a mid-point or medium point on 
nitrogen and a mid-point on phosphorus and potash. Having 
observed the growth in the garden all during the season and 
the results of increase when the garden was divided, I don't think 
one could ask for any better. I will also take into consideration 
what the weather did to the bloom. 

Why not test your soil and find out what you need. A great 
many have visited various gardens and have come back and said 
I saw so and so in such and such's garden and it didn't look half 
as good as it did in Joe Doak's garden. Well probably it didn't 
and it all can be traced back to the soil. How would it be, and 
would the ids be the same in both gardens if their nourishment 
content were the same? A soil test might be the answer. I'm going 
to try it; why don't you? 
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AN INDOOR IRIS GARDEN 

Roberta McMullin 

Of course the idea was not original with me, but I have 
wanted to try it for a long time. Mr. Browder brought a blooming 
tall-bearded iris to our chapter meeting in April of 1963, and 
startled all of us. Here he came, carrying a large pot with this 
lovely white iris with three open blooms. He said the rhizome 
had been sent to him late in the fall and he did not get it out in 
a bed, so just placed it in this large pot in the greenhouse. I have 
no greenhouse, but perhaps I could try some inside the house 
proper. 

Then I became ill this late fall and my plans went by the 
board. That is until the January issue of Better Homes and 
Gardens came. There was my idea confronting me from one of 
its pages. Why not? Having no large clay pot•s, I thought of 
something more ornamental for the livingroom. So part of my 
Christmas money went for two footed urns, plastic for the sake of 
cost, but seem to be filling the post all right. My immediate boss 
has two greenhouses, so over I went to get better soil. This I 
augmented with some treated soil from the florist. Into these pots 
went several (3) iris which I had not gotten into the ground 
and which were lying free by the back door-step. Otherwise it 
would be hard digging them from the frozen ground. My ex
periment was started. But indoor gardening is just about as 
susceptible to hazards as that outdoors. One rhizome developed 
rot and out it came, another I was able to save, or so I thought, 
and then there were two. 

Perhaps if I dug real hard and got below the freeze line I 
could get a couple of iris from outside. This I tried and was suc
cessful. The ground was not as hard as I thought it would be, in 
fact it was very friable. So I dug two more, Black Ca:stle and 
Zantha, for more vivid color. The second rotted rhizome suc
cumbed and out again I went, this time getting two toes of 
Ballerina. 

Now all have taken hold and the loveliest green has appeared 
and the largest part of them are at least six inches high. The two 
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others are almost nine and fifteen inches high. But today, alack 
and alas, I found a yellow leaf in the very tallest one, Wabash, 
and upon pulling thi,s out I found a small borer. Then did I get 
busy testing all the others. But 1 found nothing more. So now 
Wabash will have to start over again with clipped wings. If in 
a few days I see no visible new growth I shall take this one out 
and replace it. I don't think that it would be any benefit to try 
bringing in any more much later. The iris will be beginning some 
growth on the outside very soon now. But I will keep on with 
this experiment. Maybe I'll eventually have some bloom and 
maybe these will do like some of mine in the garden, be stubborn 
and not bloom at all. We shall see! 

ON EXPLORING-TALL BEARDED IRIS 

By H. H. Harned 

The other night on television I watched a program titled 
EXPLORING. This set me to thinking about doing this column 
and what I might write about this, our selected hobby-growing 
and breeding the tall bearded ids. Suppose you were asked WHY 
you chose this hobby, why grow iris instead of many other 
flower:s, fruits and vegetables? Perhaps each one of us would 
come up with an answer, depending on our own point of view, 
our likes, our objectives. Some would say simply "I grow the iris 
because they are showy, easy to care for and do not have to be 
moved ·each year as so many other perennials do. 

Suppose we return to that term EXPLORING. I think 
that A. J. Bliss may well be called the father of modern iris 
breeders, for he pioneered or explored the path that so many 
since have followed. His collection of the species iris was about 
as complete as any in the early part of this century. And while 
he came to enjoy these wild forms he was curious to try to find 
out all there was to discover and thus became the real explo·rer-
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through crossing the species iris. New forms, new colors, shapes 
and sizes soon appeared in his extensive garden, and other col
lecto,rs came to observe, comment and encourage. Year after 
year he noted changes in color, in garden value, in many other 
qualities. His announced objective was to secure a true red iris, 
for that wa·s a color he thought was much needed, for boldness, 
for contrast, even for di,splay. 

Those who know about his work will recall that perhaps his 
greatest contribution to the world was the famous Dominion. 
This was to be the red so long sought, 1so much hoped for and 
when it turned out to be non red it got but a passing look from 
Mr. Bliss. But the next year his friends and neighbors called his 
attention to ·something about this seedling he had hardly noted
it was so vastly different, so improved in texture, width of pedal 
and thickness. It soon became the cornerstone of his efforts to 
develop a new breed, so to speak, of hardier, taller and better 
garden iris. Everybody wanted to get into the act and soon the 
DOMINION was introduced into other countries, especially ours. 

Those pioneers, explorers and discoverers of new things, new 
methods and new ideas-the American Iri•s Breeders-were off 
and running. Down south Clarence Connell, out in the mid west 
the Sass Brothers, E. B. Williamson, Paul Cook, Greig Lapham, 
in the east the Sturtevants-all these and many more were to 
employ the Bliss line of breeders. Dr. Wylie M. Ayres in Cin
cinnatit not only imported all of the best of the Dominion strain, 
he distributed it among his friends and fellow breeders·, thus 
encouraging many to spread the good news that "there is some
thing new and better under the •sun" in the iris world. 

There is no doubt that those early hybrids of the 20's, 30's 
and early 40's did more to change and improve the picture than 
all of the period prior to 1920. No longer were they called "flags." 
No longer did they get planted just to bloom nor did their owners 
forget there was a future in store for the adventurous soul who 
might •seek for change and improvement. A rainbow of colors is 
indeed the picture today in the iris garden, or even alongside the 
house. Specialists in color, in beard or some other factor that 
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seems important in the mind of the serious breeder is the order 
of today. Some breeders are known for their efforts in the field of 
color, longer bloom, reblooming or even in more rapid increase. 
Some specialize along the lines of research, historical data, 
geneology or color harmony. Some like to get together this data 
through correspondence, robin letters etc., while others insist on 
visiting and interviewing the foremost breeders themselves. 
Whatever method seems best, whatever object you have in mind 
may I urge you to continue in that search. Utter strangers be
come real friends, breeders are never too busy too listen to you, 
hear about your objectives, try to advise as to the problems in
volved, and assist whenever possible. 

Exploring in any field is worth while, especially this one of 
our choice. I know of a few who are exploring in regards to 
the iris foliage-its color, its width, its retention of color through 
the entire year and its revelations regarding the color or the 
flowers themselves. Sounds foolish? Not so by any means, for 
most of us have noted the color at the base of the fans has much 
to do with the light or dark color of the flowers. Exploring in 
the field of contrasting or matching beard color is another 
objective much in vogue today. Whether a red iris with a red, 
yellow, blue or some other beard color will show to better 
advantage? Whether the red bearded white is better than a more 
matching color, such as white, cream, yellow or perhaps a light 
tan? One western breeder of note is trying to breed the blue 
bearded white that is smooth and blends well. Perhaps no other 
field ·has had greater exploration than the red one. Years have 
been spent trying to develop a scarlet, a cardinal or a red without 
any blue, yellow or brown content. Some will 1say this search is 
hopeless, or even that such a color is not wanted or needed. 
Whatever you may think-that is your privilege. I personally 
think it presents the greatest single challenge, not just for the 
color alone but to develop the superior red iris-true aJS to color, 
graceful as to form, valuable as a garden and sho.w subject. 

In closing I would advise you to EXPLORE something, 
no matter what your object may be, no matter how often you may 
be told that "things are good enough as they are now." If breed-
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ing seems to hold any appeal, go to it and try to come up with 
something better or something different. If you are just curious 
how about studying the iris as to increase-why some plants will 
spread all over the plot while others seem to remain static? Or 
why some well established plant will refuse to bloom in one 
spot and bloom its head off in another? New fields, new objec
tives? There are literally dozens of them awaiting some explora
tion, some intrepid explorer, someone willing to devote time and 
attention. So sit down and think during the long days before the 
iri•s season comes: What would I like to see, or find some answer 
about, or what new project could I start or even how can I get 
that elusive red? Others will help, or at least share their ex
periences with you and in the long run the iris world will be 
grateful and very much benefited. 

REGION 4 ROBINS REPORT 

by Ralph & Helen Lewis, Regional Directors 
We are pleased to report the fledgling flight of Robin 4, 

Region 4. It is far from full, so here is an opportunity for those 
of you who have been thinking about a robin to get in one 
without any delay. You'll be surprised at how much pleasure 
and information you will get from the robin letters. Also what 
a great thrill it is to meet in person at the regional meetings or 
in someone's garden a fellow irisarian whom you already know 
thru a r.obin. 

A NOTE FROM ROBIN 2 

There was a request for information about "Pineappling" in 
Iris. We are not very familiar with this disease and the best 
suggestion that came up was to dig, wash and treat with Fungi
cide, then expos,e to sun for a few days, replant in a new location 
in sand and treat with nutrient solution. How about some of 
you who know about this helping out thru comments in the News 
Letter? 

We think comments on Scorch would be equally helpful. 



GLEANINGS FROM THE ROBINS 

Hunter C. Sledd of Providence Fo,rge, Va. writes: 

" ... slugs gave me trouble for several years, but didn't see 
a •single one this year. I have three pet vemedies: Bordeaux, 
Malathion, and Chlordane. I think Bordeaux mixture probably 
did the trick. I dusted around the iris and peonies about the 
time they started to grow in the Spring." 

From Mrs. Jam es E. Williams of Colliers, West Virginia: 

"Some of us could try working on an invention to plant 
seedlings. Last year I used a trowel. Just shoved the trowel down, 
leaned it over, inserted the seedling, spreading the roots fanwise, 
took out the trowel, poured in a pint of water, then firmed the 
ground. I mixed peat and bone meal in the spots where I planted 
the •seedlings. Also planted the large rhizomes the same way." 
Anne Allen of Sykesville, Md. notes : 

"On paper as a mulch, I'm no enthusiast. I tried it one year 
and there are quite a few drawbacks, although it did keep out 
the weeds. First, you need more paper than you can imagine to 
keep a thick enough layer. Secondly, it's extremely difficult to 
keep it down except with stones, which harbor snails and are a 
nuisance when cultivating time comes. Its always blowing up and 
over the plants. The black plastic mulch would be easier to 
control; although the color would be against it, at least it would 
be uniform. Irene Dvorsak said she"s trying licorice roots for 
her beds-they cling together and don't wash off or blow away." 
Delma Glenn of Rockhall, Md. sends this contribution: 

"To those who might not have read this, I am sending a copy 
of The Gardener's Prayer: 

"O Lord, grant that in some way it may rain each day, ·say 
from about midnight until three o'clock in the morning, but you 
see that it must be gentle and warm so that it can soak in. Grant 
that at the same time it would not rain on campion, alyssum, 
helianthemum, lavender and the others which You in Your 
infinite wisdom know are drought loving plants. I will write their 



names on a bit of paper if You like. And grant that the sun may 
•shine the whole day long, but not everwhere (not, for instance, 
on spil"ea, or on gentian, plantain lily or rhododendron) and not 
too much; that there may be dew and little wind, enough worms, 
no plant lice and •snails, no mildew, and that once a week the 
liquid manuve and guano may fall from heaven. Amen." 

NEWS FROM THE CHAPTER 

Western Maryland Chapter 

A Challenge-I challenge someone in region Four to try to 
win the Cook-Lapham Cup for the best red in 1964. This cup 
was donated in honor of the late Paul Cook and E. G. Lapham, 
two well known iris breeders, who worked so long and so hard to 
develop the true red tall bearded ids. There are many good vari
eties in the so called red class-but there is room for many 
better ones. Someone will come up with a revolutionary red that 
will surpass all of the reds we have today. Will it be you? If you 
have not yet bred something truly outstanding in this color field, 
why not begin this spring to bring that to pass? 

Thinking along this same line I would also like to challenge 
you, my fellow breeders in Region Four to breed the TRUE 
PINK with a matching pink beard. Not one that has a pink tip, 
or a few hairs along the beard, but that i.s a TRUE PINK, 
perhaps not the •same shade or tone as the petal color, but that 
truly matches, but does not contrast as do the tangerine, red 
and yellow and orange. Get such an iris and any one of half a 
dozen of the leading dealers will introduce and push it, calling it 
the greatest single advance in the pink field since the flamingo 
days of the early forties. 

H. H. Harned. 



Southern West Virginia Chapter 

"Slides Wa.nted"-The Southern West Virginia Chapter 
Region 4 A. I. S. desires to get a group of color slides together 
to make up a slide lecture tour through Southern West Virginia. 
We wish to use this method to attract iris growers to join A. I. S. 
Believe it or not our theme will be "We don't want you unless 
you want us." We wish to lecture to anyone who wishes to hear 
us and introduce A. I. S. to them. 

We want any slides showing iris in bloom from the early 
reticulata and Dutch through to the remontant blooming in the 
snow. Our desire is to show to iris growers that iris do bloom 
during all of the growing season. By this we can show by proof 
that iris is not a one bloom one time flower and that there is 
more to know about the iris than they think. We can show by 
slides that A. I. S. will benefit their garden and will present to 
them that a membership in A. I. S. will lead the way in their 
acquiring full season iris. 

Can you and will you help us? If you can spare an extra 
slide send it to us and if y.ou will mark the name of the iris, its 
class and time of year taken. Send them to: Bill Miller, 900 
MacQueen Blvd., St. Albans, W. Va. 25177 Thank yon. 

Chesapeake and Potomac Chapter 

by Donald W. Mitchell 

The Chesapeake and Potomac Chapter, A.LS., held a mid
winter supper meeting at Thompson'·s Sea Food House in 
Bethesda, Maryland on the night of January 18, 1964. About 
thirty members were present. After an hour of visiting over cock
tails and punch those present sat down at 7 :30 to an excellent 
lobster (or roast beef) supper. After the ·supper Judge Carey 
Quinn of Bethesda made a brief humorous after dinner speech. 
Chairman I van Richmond presided over a brief business meeting. 
Dr. Donald Mitchell reported on his survey of the iris gardens 
of the C. & P. Chapter and detailed plans for press coverage and 
reviews of the gardens on the Saturday and Sunday tours by 



competent irisarians from other chapters. The meeting then 
watched projections of •several collections of slides of recent iris 
introductions. 

Bill Webster of Beltsville, Md. recently phoned in two items. 
Since losing about 300 clumps in the 1962-62 winter Bill has 
started a large scale breeding program aimed at developing 
hardier varieties. He has been starting •seeds in small pots in a 
mixture of soil, peat moss, and fertilizer. He I'eports a need of 
frequently checking for rot. 

His second item concerns the desirability of getting out iris 
catalogs in January in order to give window •shoppers a chance 
to make a selection before the heavy burden of garden work hits 
them. In theory we would agree. But getting out a printed 
catalog that early is something else again. We worked on ours for 
four weeks and we'll still be pleased if it's ready for general 
distribution by mid-March. 

Central West Virginia Chapter 

Roberta McMullin 

February is the birthday month for our chapter, having been 
organized in February of 1962. Thi·s we celebrate by having our 
first meeting of the new year in February. This month the 
_meeting was held on the birthday of the secretary and in her 
home. The co-hostess brought a four tiered cake with two tiny 
candles and two lovely blue iris in tubes hidden in the top layer. 
She said to place candles for my benefit would cover the entire 
cake, and incidently run into money. Now, it's not that bad; I'm 
only 13, if you can believe the old saying that "Life begins at 40." 

We had one of the best meetings we have had, with fourteen 
present, and one of these becoming a new member. 

After dispensing with the business of the evening, the read
ing of the minutes, and the treasurer'•s report, we had a lovely 
slide party. We had engaged the Starker Arrangement set from 
the A.I.S. Before hearing if these were available at this time, I 
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had also written to Ralph and Helen Lewis with a plea for some of 
their lovely slides. And lovely ones they certainly were. I have 
viewed them over and over myself, and the chapter members 
were very pleased. As the nucleus of our chapter group are also 
members of our local iris society we were interested in the 
arrangements. We are in the mid·st of the preparations for our 
annual iris •show, to be held in May. The study of these slides 
will benefit us greatly when it comes to planning our arrange
ments for this year's entries. 

Our chapter is one of the ones complying with the wishes of 
our R.V.P. in having as many meetings in the year as we can. We 
have six monthly meetings in addition to our sale and our picnic. 
The next meeting will be on the second Tuesday in April. We 
would like to issue an invitation to any who can to come to any 
of our meetings. 

Dear Folks: 

FANNIE'S CHATTER 

January 27, 1964 

To some of you this will come as a shock-I lost my Eleanor 
during the Christmas holidays-I have been too sad to even think 
what to do or say. I did not think I could send in any notice in 
time for the January News Cast-as I had sent in my chats for 
that, the first of December and in a not·e from Dr. Mitchell, he 
said in mid-December it was all ready for the printers. But in 
today's mail I had a request from him for something in the way 
of a memorial for her and that we would still put it in the January 
issue. 

I had chatted with Eleanor on Christmas Eve. We had a 
jolly time-and then since we were both expecting guest•s for 
"supper" she said, "I better let you go--so you can finish up for 
that crowd you are expecting tonight"-and so we said, "Goo 
bye," never dreaming it was our last chat. She had a stroke 
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early Christmas morning and lost consciousness immediately
leaving us on Saturday night, December 28th. I still can't believe 
it. Every day I think of something I want to talk to her about
Every time the phone rings-my heart leaps and then flops. 
Even my daughter, who hears my phone ring said, "Mother, 
every time the phone rings for you, I think of Eleanor." 

I have had some kind letters from a few of the Iris folks who 
have heard and one of our members from Elon College (about 
ten miles from me)-Alice Boldin, read about it in the paper and 
came to see me on the afternoon after the funeral-she said she 
knew my heart was broken and she just had to come and say how 
sorry she was-we got in her car and went back to the cemetary 
to look at the lovely flowers. There were even some Dutch Iris 
among them. 

Ethel Helms from Monroe and Mary Nifong from Kerners
ville came up for the funeral and were here also and we talked. 
Ethel wanted to know what we would do about Chicago and I 
said, "Ethel-I just can't go without Eleanor," and she felt the 
same-Eleanor had worked on plans up to the last-When she 
thought we would not have enough people for a busload she 
began checking about planes. So Ethel and her two daughters, 
Eleanor and I were planning to go by plane-Now-we have no 
plans at all about going anywhere-maybe I will go to Washing
ton. I have had two letters from that area asking me to come. 

So folks-what is there to say? I have lost a dear loyal 
friend and the Iris world has lost one of it·s most faithful mem
bers-If our Heavenly Father permits his children to do the 
work they loved on earth as Catherine Marshall dreamed that 
Peter was doing in his roses, then surely Eleanor must be busy 
in an Iris garden on the other side-and so-

"Dear friend-till we meet again-Goobye." 

FANNIE STADLER 
Reidsville, N. C., R 1 27320 
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February 18, 1964 

Dear Dr. Mitchell: 

Recently I read an article that touched me very much. It 
concerned a man who wrote "unnecessary letters" to people who 
never expected to receive them, letters that he was in no way 
obligated to write. Yet the one receiving them was lifted and 
made to fe.el that his or her effort•s were worth while. 

It suddenly flooded all over me the kind letters I have 
!'eceived since Eleanor's home going from quite a few of our 
iris folks. They have meant a lot to me and I appreciate them 
very much. 

I realize my little "Eleanor and I" chats were mostly 
"chatter." Yet I was trying to say something too--and when 
people like our editor ask me to continue my column under 
another title-and Mr. Browder and Mr. O'Brien told me they 
enjoyed my chats. Well, now you know that sorta swelled my 
head, even though their encouraging words were at the beginning 
of my efforts. 

I look back and wonder how I ever got started on my chapter 
anyway. It seems that Eleanor and I had quite a chat on the day 
before I wrote the first one. Sometime during the night I thought 
about what fun we had over the phone. So I got up and on the 
"spur of the moment" wrote that first one. Then in the morning 
I called her and read what I had written to her. We decided it 
was to be sent in to our Mr. Meagher (editor at that time). Were 
we both pleased when it came out in July 19621 Since then I 
have received quite a few letters from some of you that I have 
not met personally. But did meet one woman in Charleston 
that first night when we went to a cafe for "eats." She sat across 
the table from us and when she found that I was "Fannie Stadler" 
with "Eleanor" right beside me, she said she had planned to look 
us up if we were at the meeting and tell us how she enjoyed our 
chats. 

This reminds me. Why don't we all write to our officers in 
the Iris Society and let them know how we appreciate their 



work. Our RVP needs encouragement for the good job he is 
doing, and his assistant Rena deserves credit for helping both the 
RVP and our Editor. And Dr. Mitchell would appreciate knowing 
we are pleased with his work. We do want our Newscast, don't 
we? I can hardly wait for mine from one time to the next. And 
then, there is Mickey, our Historian. How can she keep a 
record of our iris doings if she never hear·s about them? A recent 
Sunday School lesson was about a women breaking an alabaster 
box for One who had done so much for her. Why don't we break 
some boxes of appreciation for those who have been a blessing 
to us? 

FANNIE STADLER 

NORFOLK CHAPTER 

NORFOLK BOTANICAL GARDEN SOCIETY PROGRAM 

Several Norfolk Irisarians are also members of the N odolk 
Botanical Garden Society. Dr. Anne L. Lee, Chapter Chairman, 
was recently elected a Director of the Botanical Garden Society. 
We all want an Iris garden to be part of the beautifully planned 
plantings now underway. 

During a conducted tour of the gardens last fall, the Director, 
Mr. Frederic Heutte, asked Dr. Lee to present a program on 
.Iris for one of the winter meetings. Norfolk Chapter members 
agreed to help present our favorite flower to the Botanical 
Society members, many of whom are not acquainted with 
modern Iris. February 14 was the appointed date. 

In the rotunda of the Administration Builiding at the gar
dens, attractive posters depicted various phases of Ids History, 
Culture and Landscaping. Iris literature and catalogs were on 
display. 

"History and Culture or Iris" was the topic chosen by Dr. 
Lee. She traced the early history of Iris, it~ origin, its introduction 
into Western Hemisphere and described the various species, 
their characteristics, cultural requirements and, most of all, the 
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rewarding beauty that comes to Irisarians in almost every month 
of the year, with careful planning. 

We are told that "one picture is worth a thousand words" so 
naturally, we turned to colored slides. We saw public Iris gar
dens, botanical garden plantings, city park plantings and use 
of Iris with evergreens and perennials in home gardens. We used 
some specimen slides to show the wide range o.f colors in the 
various species .. We are indebted to Mrs. F. P. Walther, Director 
of Presby Memorial Iris Gardens, Mr. J O·seph E. Lynn, Buena 
Vista, Virginia, Mrs. E. J. Hillyer, Rock Hall, Maryland, Mrs. 
Rose Shiner, Nescopeck, Pennsylvania, and Mr. Allen and Mr. 
Weldon Ballard from Norfolk Chapter. All of these made a fine 
showing narrated by Mickey Kirby. 

To add interest, twenty newer varieties of Iris, some late 
Dykes Medal Winners, were contributed by our Chapter mem
bers for door prizes to be delivered at digging time next June. 
Nineteen chapter members were present at the meeting. 

We hope we inoculated the Botanical Society members with 
enough "Iris Virus" to assure the beginning of an up to date 
Iris garden. Our Botanical Garden is only five years old. In 
another five years, it will be one of the outstanding gardens in 
the United States. We expect to point with pride to a well 
planned, up to date planting of modern Iris. 

The Norfolk Botanical Society recently joined American 
Iris Society. 

MICKEY KIRBY 
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