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OUR REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Fellow Irisarians : 

Your "message" for this. issue of News Cast is all typed 
and ready to mail, and has been for weeks. I do not feel 
I did justice to the subject, so shall try again. 

Truth be told, you are a difficult lot to write to! Well, 
you are. You see, so many of you just sit there and say not 
a word, so how on earth I am to know when I please or dis
please you is beyond me. 

News Cast is yours. Do you want it printed in pink 
ink on green paper? (Mr. Editor-did I say something there? 
If you think it would please, you have my permission! !) 
Should it be printed crossways? Should it be-what? 

You know I look at such things in this wise: I have 
no gripe due me if I have not tried to do something con
structive about the matter. I judge you feel the same way. 
In which case, we could take your silence to mean you are 
pleased with the work we do. We are not pleased with it. 
We feel we could serve our Society better if we lmew how 
to. It is not odd at all that we really want to do our best; 
it is but human. Your constructive criticism is very much 
wanted. 
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I have been very busy this fall. Business has been 
exceptionally demanding for one thing. Then we decided to 
remove the large maple by the driveway; we made several 
new iris beds with poured-in-place concrete curbs; then re
made the entire lawn. It was a trying time. The gras.s is 
up now (so is the water bill) so I am hopeful it was worth 
the effort. 

All the iris are planted, as well as. are the iris seed. 
Despite the very dry fall, they look fine. 

Mrs. Browder and I attended the fall meeting of the 
Blue Ridge Chapter at the home of Jeannie Price in Blacks
burg, Virginia. Jeannie does a wonderful job of growing 
our flower. She gives much credit for her success to the use 
of Sea-Born, a Norwegian seaweed. You recently received 
a copy of her report to the manufacturer. 

This I know: The varieties she had used it on were much 
more sturdy, were larger, had better increase, and had the 
appearance of being exceptionally well grown; while those 
she had not treated looked much more stunted and hungry. 
I am slow to sing the praises of any new product until after 
it has proven itself to me in my own garden, but come 1964 
I most assuredly will give Sea-Born a thorough testing. 

Jeannie had to run true to form and be a show-off. This 
time she did it by having the fine;;t specimen of Blue Surprise 
in bloom that I have ever looked at. 

Western North Carolina has been having growing pains 
under the able leadership of Frank Sherrill. As a result, the 
folks in Asheville felt they could stand on their own. Mrs. 
Brqwder and I went down and met with them October 27, 
1963. And do you know I agree with them-they can stand 
alone. Just you wait and see. Mrs. Davis H. Mills, Mrs. 
Dival, and the many other fine folks there are apt to show 
some of us up. 

Our own Southern West Virginia Chapter meeting was 
held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kelley in Lewisburg. 
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(Now just wait and see--next issue will bear a retraction 
to that statement from our Bill-he'll say we met at his 
home but had the meeting in a restaurant in-in-in
Heavens-to-Betsy I Where did we meet? Anyway, Bill will 
tell you.) It was well attended. 

You will be interested in knowing the local Chapter did 
not go broke on the Centennial Garden. To the contrary all 
bills are paid, many irises are growing on for auctions yet 
to be, and the Regional Treasurer is, some three to four 
hundred dollars better off. 

One thing should be made a matter of public record: 
Our local auction was not too well attended. Bidding was 
not spirited. Rather than have twenty-five to thirty-five 
dollar iris sold for four or five dollars., we simply did not 
off er them for sale. These irises are being grown on for 
further auctions. It did not seem fair to the hybridizer, the 
grower, or the iris to have these fine varieties go so cheaply. 

Unfortunately, the old disease "dropoutitis" hit and we 
did not go to third place membershipwise. We did remain 
at fourth place. How I wish I knew the magic word to use 
on you to cause you to find and and keep members. I do 
not know the word. 

I do know that long winter evenings are a fine time 
to have iris, meetings. You know it too, for I have told you. 
Trouble is some of you don't heed. The ones that do meet 
very often are receiving multiplied benefits from the A. I. S. 
membership. I earnestly want all of you to receive all the 
benefits possible. 

Did you mulch? So far I haven't. I mentioned mulching 
to one of our members and she replied, "Yes, I mulch. Do 
it by laying a big rock on the ones I sat out late 'bout the 
time winter sets in. It works." You know, something tells 
me it might at that. 

A little bird has been tattling-something to the effect 
that the folks in the C & P Chapter aim to really show us 
irises, the likes. of which we've never seen before in May. 
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The little bird just could be right. I think I've told you 
that one of the large western growers once told me that 
•'time was when the iris culture was centered in the east, 
particularly Eastern Maryland ... we old timers think maybe 
there's a shift to return .... " 

So, in a sense we'll be going home-home to what was 
once the center of iris culture. I predict we'll have a fine 
time. ~ do-do plan to attend. 

We will see you there, and then, a week or so later 
your're coming to see Mrs. Browder and me and the iris, aren't 
you? We hope you do. Come announced or unannounced. 
We may or may not be at home. The irises will be, and they're 
what you really want to see anyway. 

Sincerely, 
EARL T. BROWDER, R. V. P. 

THE EDITOR'S PAGE 

"Just think. It's only eleven months until the next 
iris season !" 

These were the first words of a letter from a friend in 
California with whom the writer has for many years traded 
rhizomes. They deserve quoting as an expression of a real 
iris fanatic. Some of this spirit probably accounts for the 
iris grower's optimism and his ability to retain an around the 
year enthusiasm. This is particularly valuable right now. For 
during the winter season not much is happening. It is the 
time~of year when irisarians find time to write in robins, 
complete their maps and lists, arrange tentative trades for 
the coming year, and try t<> find out how they can improve 
their cultural practices. 

In the latter activity two developments are probably 
worth passing on. Tl].e first is the emergence of and the 
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increased attention given to fertilizers based on seaweed. 
About six weeks ago we received an advertisement from the 
Greenwich, Connecticut, manufacturers of Sea-Born, a fer
tilizer prepared from Norwegian seaweed. Two enclosures 
were of interest. One was a letter from Frances Brown of 
Roanoke highly praising the product which she had tried 
out on an experimental basis last summer. The other was 
a chemical analysis of the fertilizer which revealed the 
pres.ence of 60 elements whose percentages ranged from a 
trace to about four per cent each in the case of sodium and 
chlorine. Somewhat later we received a letter from Jim Aultz 
which is reproduced elsewhere in this issue. He states that 
West Virginia growers are most enthusiastic about Hybrotite. 

It is obviously not the business of the editor to endorse 
a product that he has never tried himself. But we do suggest 
that these products may well be worth trying. Most iris 
growers have had the experience of noting a deterioration 
in iris raised in the same beds year after year. Further, 
programs of fertilization do not always. seem to be effective 
in such instances. In all probability what is missing in such 
programs is the trace elements which Sea-Born and similar 
fertilizers can supply. Our own order for fifty pounds of 
Sea-Born arrived too late to use in 1963 but about March 
1964 we intend to give it a thorough trial, especially on our 
newest rhizomes. 

Dr. Don Charles Nearpass writes us that he has been 
trying many types of weed killer and that by far the most 
effective has been Simazine. His letter giving details is printed 
elsewhere in this issue. 

For many years we have been a disbeliever so far as 
performances claimed for re bloomers in this area is con
cerned. From friends in California we get reports of iris 
blooming from July to Christmas time. Since some of the 
reports are from our sister and are made on iris we have 
shipped to her, we are bound to believe them-that is for 
California. However, the Fall of 1963 appears to have been 
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an exceptional season. We have had blooms from eight or 
ten varieties including some not known as re-bloomers. July 
Beauty, a cons.istent remontant, bloomed in May, August, 
and November. Others included Luscious, Privateer, Lovely 
Letty, Persian Pattern, Joseph's. Mantle, and Eleanor Roose
velt. Reports from other parts. of the region indicate much 
the same thing. 

From Ivan Richmond we learn that the Regional will 
meet in Silver Spring on 15-17 May 1964 at the new Sheraton 
Hotel which is not yet completed but is scheduled to open 
before May. Full directions will be printed in the April issue 
of Newscast which should reach you early in April. For 
that particular issue which must be on time contributors 
are urged to get their material in no later than 20 February 
as we expect to send the completed copy to the publisher by 
1 March. 

The exact schedule of the tour will be published in the 
April issue. Present plans call for a Friday night social 
meeting, a bus tour of the main gardens in the Washington 
suburbs on Saturday, and a voluntary tour by car to some 
of the more distant gardens on Sunday. Ivan just now is 
struggling with a problem we became very familiar with 
during the past two years: that of fitting too numerous 
good gardens into a tour of acceptable duration in terms. of 
time and distances. Because this problem really has no fully 
satisfactory solution, and because some excellent gardens 
are sure to be left out, we are including in this issue a brief 
description of fifteen gardens in the C & P area which we 
consider well worth visiting. 

One other matter in connection with this. Regional should 
be mentioned. The Washington area is one of the three or 
four leading tourist Meccas in the country. Many of you 
are already familiar with its attractions .. For those who are 
not but who have time enough to prolong their stay beyond 
the Regional, the attractions are almost unlimited. One that 
should prove especially appealing is the azalea display in 
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the National Arboretum. This includes acres of vecy large 
azalea plants, growing on wooded hillsides. The sight of these 
tens of thousands of plants of many colors in full bloom is 
unforgettable. Two years ago we tried to interest the manage
ment in setting up a parallel attraction in the form of a Na
tional Iris Garden and offered to make a large initial donation. 
Unfortunately the personnel was then too heavily committed 
to other projects to be free to undertake a new one. 

Since our appeal for.material from the chapters we have 
received donations from the Norfolk, Blue Ridge, Central 
West Virginia, Southern West Virginia, C & P, Marydel 
and Eastern North Carolina Chapters. This is an improve
ment, and it has enabled us to reduce the amount of our own 
writing. Still, it is not nearly good enough. So let's continue 
to improve. 

In this connection our Historian, Mrs .. Guy (Mickey) 
Kirby writes me that she has received almost no material 
from the chapters. Now a historian can't function without 
material. An editor can always fill in from his own writing, 
providing he has enough ideas to use in filling in. But such 
originality on the part of the historian would result in the 
latter ceasing to be a historian and becoming instead a writer 
of fiction. For this reason we hope all chapters will pass 
New Year's resolutions (and adhere to them) to keep both 
the Editor of Newscast and the Regional Historian fully 
informed of their activities.. The report of the Marydel 
Chapter, printed elsewhere, is almost a model so far as 
chapter history is concerned. So far as activities are con
cerned it is also an illustration of how active a chapter can 
be. Some of the larger chapters (certainly including my own, 
the C & P) could well profit from this example. 



IRIS GARDENS IN THE C & P AREA 
By Ivan Richmond and Donald W. Mitchell 

Although the Chesapeake and Potomac Chapter is the 
largest in Region 4 .• it has existed for only four years and 
is not as well organized as some of the other chapters. 
Hence, no one person is fully familiar with all or even a 
majority of the iris gardens in the area. However, the prob
lem of selecting gardens for the annual tours has made us 
absolutely sure on one matter: we have a great abundance 
from which to select. 

The iris gardens in the chapter can be roughly divided 
into two classes: (1) those in the Washington suburbs, (2) 
those in the remainder of the C & P area. The principal 
gardens in the suburban area lie north and east of Wash
ington, mainly in Montgomery County and with Silver Spring 
as their center. They are all relatively close together and 
visiting them does not involve long motor trips. Those out
side the Washington suburbs are more distant and involve 
~onger trips, but a number are fully vrorth the extra time 
and distance. 

Judge Carey Quinn of 5014 Del Ray Ave., Bethesda, 
has for years pursued floriculture on weekends as an anti
dote to his legal work during the week. Though not large 
his place is intensely. developed with unusually beautiful 
flowers of many kinds. Judge Quinn is probably the best 
known authority on daffodils in the United States and is 
very prominently identified with lilies, glads and hems as well 
as iris. In raising iris his policy has been to grow a limited 
number of the newest and best varieties. Whites are his 
special favorites, and he has nearly all the outstanding new 
ones. His varieties in other color classes are less numerous 
but are the best obtainable. The planting includes 37 ex
tremely fine Japanese varieties in addition to the 210 TBs. 
Visitors wanting to see a highly specialized garden should 
like this one. 

One of the most modern iris gardens in the C & P area 
belongs to Mrs. Earl Rhode,s at 7 412 Holly Ave. in Takoma 
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Park, Maryland. On half an acre of ground Mrs. Rhodes 
has developed a beautifully landscaped garden of extra
ordinarily high quality. Because her policy in acquiring iris 
has been to obtain the best introductions the same year 
they are introduced or before, she quite often has large 
clumps of a variety by the time it receives an award. She 
commonly grows about 300 varieties, mostly of very recent 
introduction, and in honor of the Regional, has raised the 
number to about 500. The majority of these are TBs though 
she also has a good many dwarf'S and intermediates. Last 
year the garden suffered intensely during the winter and 
in May was far below average in bloom. However, it has 
been cleaned up and about 150 new varieties added. There 
are also at least 30 guests, mainly future introductions .. Dur
ing the period when the C & P Chapter expected the 1964 
Regional to be held in Charleston for a second year, Mrs. 
Rhodes divided many of her clumps in preparation for 1965. 
Despite this handicap of a very large number of one year 
clumps this garden will show superb quality plants and 
large numbers of the very newest varieties. At least equally 
attractive are the peonies which should also be in full bloom. 

Dr. Don Charles Nearpass of the Plant Industry Station 
of Beltsville, Maryland, grows a great many iris on rented 
ground near the Station. This. planting emphasizes breed
ing and experimentation rather than quality of growth or 
landscaping. Besides seedlings Dr. Nearpass also grows about 
400 of the standard varieties. At present he is working to 
produce a satisfactory tangerine bearded plicata with Pro
genitor-type standards; and a pink standards., purple falls 
iris with a tangerine beard. There should be at least 5,000 
seedlings in bloom by the time of the Regional. Among 
standard varieties Dr. Nearpass has many new introductions 
and guests, a large collection of the White arilbreds, all 
Dykes and Premio Firenze winners and all varieties listed 
on the 1962 popularity poll list. An interesting feature in 
a collection of over 90 named varieties, all of which are 
descendants of Snow Flurry. 
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The Acorn Hill Iris Garden at 9020 Howser Lane, Lan
ham, Maryland, represents a hobby grown to such large 
proportions that it had to become a business. We grow 
approximately 900 TB varieties in about 3,000 clumps. These 
include oldies, standard varieties, award winners, current 
introductions, and guests. There is also a scattering of 
dwarfs, intermediates, spurias, Siberians, Louisianas, Dutch, 
Spanish, French, English and Japanese but these are in small 
numbers. The iris are not used for landscaping but are planted 
in a solid quarter acre rectangle at one end of a two-acre 
place. Hedges of extremely old old-fashioned roses grow on 
two sides of the iris and off er a reasonably good secondary 
attraction if the taste runs to green, purple, and bicolored 
roses in addition to the more common colors. The iris collec
tion includes everything listed on the Popularity Poll dur
ing the past decade, nearly all recent Award of Merit win
ners, all but one on the 1963 Judge's Choice list, the 1961-62 in
troductions of the late Lloyd Austin, a sizeable number of 
White arilbreds, and a large number of 1962-64 introduc
tions and guests, though a very sophisticated iris thief re
duced the number in this category while we were in New 
York in September. Other attractions include, in addition 
to the old-fashioned roses, a large and ultra-modern rose 
garden, large azaleas and rhododendrons, and a vast number 
of trees and shrubs. 

Ivan Richmond's garden is appropriately located at 9200 
Flower Street, Silver Spring. On a large city lot is to be 
found an extremely attractively landscaped garden featuring 
shrubs, azaleas, camellias, and large trees. The iris are in 
five beds, each consisting of some twenty-five clumps, though 
additional iris are .scattered about the garden. About a 
fourth of the varieties are either guests or very recent intro
ductions of the quality of Ultrapoise, Rainbow Gold, Rumbling 
Thunder, Jungle Fires, etc. Nearly all of the iris are TBs 
though the garden also contains some Dutch iris. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Fowler raise their iris on a three-acre 
place at 520 Notley Road on the outskirts of Silver Spring. 
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They have named it Stone Lantern Garden after a Japanese 
lantern they picked up in the Orient. There are thirty iris 
beds which contain in all more than 400 varieties of iris, 
about half of which are relatively new, forty are guests or 
very recent introductions. In some instances the iris are 
raised in the same beds with hemerocallis. This place has a 
great many attractions including a Japanese garden, an orchid 
greenhouse, spacious lawns, spreading trees, and many types 
of flowers and ornamentals besides iris. The iris which are 
extremely well grown include all Dykes winners. This is 
clearly a garden in the course of development which, though 
beautiful now, has not yet hit its peak. Unfortunately many 
of the iris in this garden were lifted last year to prepare for 
a 1965 Regional and hence will be one year clumps. 

Also in Silver Spring is the garden of Mrs. T. N. "Connie" 
Labash. This has been developed around a house on an 
extremely large city lot. Iris dominate the flowers used 
for decoration but share the space with a fine assortment 
of hems, tulips, and azaleas. Two years ago the iris here 
suffered almost not at all in a year when short bloom stalks 
were fairly general. Connie raises about 300 varieties of 
tall bearded and has about half as many dwarfs. She is. 
doing a good deal of iris breeding, aiming mainly at improve
ment in shape of flowers. She is also undertaking a multi
year research program aimed at testing the effectivenesS: 
of various anti-biotics added to the soil as preventives of 
rot. While her iris collection is less expensive than some 
others, it does contain some splendid new varieties. Further, 
in the balancing of iris with other flowers to form a beau
tiful whole the Labash garden is extremely effective. 

Mrs. Wayne LaMar at 3200 Cheverly Ave., Cheverly, 
Maryland, has grown iris for more than a decade under 
conditions quite similar to those of Mrs. Labash. She has 
between 300 and 400 varieties of TBs including all Dykes 
winners and virtually everything on the Popularity Poll. 
This garden demonstrates. quite conclusively what can be 
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done in limited space by good management. Despite her 
lack of room for growing seedlings Mrs. LaMar has devel
oped some fine rose-colored varieties and some very large 
and strong growing pinks, none of which she has introduced. 
The place also features a fine rose garden. Inside the house 
are about a thousand African violet plants. Mrs. LaMar 
is, in fact, "Mrs. African Violet" for the C & P area. 

In addition to the above there are a number of other 
growers in the suburbs. Bill Webster of Beltsville is a part
time nurseryman who grows about 8,000 clumps, largely 
for commercial sale to nurseries. Bill is somewhat limited 
from the standpoint of varieties. Because he was hit hard 
by last year's winter he is just now working on a breed
ing program designed to produce hardier varieties. Mrs. 
E. H. Popenoe of 9502 Thornhill Road in Silver Spring has 
a small but very attractive collection of iris. Mrs. Shirlee 
Hutmeier, daughter of Mrs. Rhodes, has recently started 
developing a garden of her own at 21 Columbia A venue, 
Takoma Park. This is in its first year but contains 160 
varieties including some unusual 1963 introductions. Mrs. 
Helen Martin who formerly raised good iris in Rockville has 
recently moved to the Virginia side of W:ashington and will 
probably be heard from in the future. This year her garden is 
too recently moved to be in very good shape. 

The C & P gardens. outside the Washington suburbs 
are harder to reach but include a number well worth a long 
motor trip. Mr. Samuel Luck, former President of the C & P 
Chapter has a backyard garden at 311 Somerset Road in 
Baltimore which is a real gem. Though somewhat limited 
in space he has a superb collection of the newest varieties 
and guests which he keeps up to date with great care. The 
piace has lovely landscaping and the iris blend into a back
ground of trees, shrubs., and other flowers. 

Also in the Baltimore area though outside the city 
limits is the extremely attractive ten-acre estate of Mr. 
Donnell Smith. This is not the easiest place in the world 

14 



to find but is within a ten-minute drive of Sam Luck's. gar
den. Hence, persons wishing to see one garden should also 
see the other. Mr. Smith raises over 210 varieties of iris as 
well as a great many other things and is carrying on a breed
ing program which has already produced some attractive seed
lings. Both the Sam Luck and Donnell Smith gardens were on 
the 1963 tour. 

Professor Earl Thomson, retired both as an Army Col
onel and a member of the Naval Academy faculty, is an
other irisarian who has produced magnificence in limited 
space. On his place at 151 Monticello Ave., Annapolis, Mary
land, he grows 150 to 200 varieties, using the Popularity Poll 
of the A.LS. as his main guide in getting new iris. Pro
fessor Thomson's iris are mostly of recent introduction, are 
very well grown, and are beautifully blended with other 
plants in a large city lot garden which has tasteful and at
tractive landscaping. One handicap is. the distance of this 
garden from others. Acorn Hill, about twenty miles away, 
is about the closes.t iris garden of any size. However, a visit 
to the U. S. Naval Academy would prove a very attractive 
accompanying attraction to persons visiting Professor 
Thomson. 

Directly off the Parkway which runs from Washing
ton to Baltimore is to be found the large iris garden of 
Mrs. James F. Rettger. This is at Route 2, Box 322, Dor
sey Hill Road, Jessups, Maryland. Mrs. Rettger grows about 
350 to 400 varieties, ranging in catalog price from fifty 
centers to thirty-five dollar 1963 introductions. This gar
den is in its fourth year of development and has not yet 
reached its peak. It includes many trees, shrubs, azaleas, 
and perennials. Last year Mrs. Rettger started a new s.ec
tion which promises to be very unusual and will show off 
the iris very well. Because of its location this garden can 
be easily visited by anyone going to Baltimore to visit the 
gardens in that direction. 

Frank Bennett, a veteran iris fancier of the C & P 
area moved two years ago to 8 Second St., Laytonsville, 
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Maryland, in the northern end of Montgomery County. His 
new garden will in 1964 be in its second year of bloom. The 
120 varieties which Frank grows are set in two long beds 
with the clumps 30 inches apart. The beds have a shrub 
background which should be most attractive after a few 
more years of growth. The borders in the garden are planted 
with many interesting perennials including 130 varieties 
of daylilies which are spaced four to five feet apart. Other 
perennials interplanted with the daylilies have been selected 
for their ease of culture. This garden suffered severely 
last winter but has· recovered and contains some excellent 
new varieties. 

In extreme northern Maryland at Sykesville are the 
two gardens of Mrs. Glenn Allen and her father, Mr. Harold 
Carr, which we know only from reports and variety lists. 
On this basis both appear to be large gardens. Mr. Carr re
ports nearly 900 varieties and Mrs. Allen about 600. They 
have many species of irises besides the regular TBs. Mr. 
Carr reports having all French, English and American Dykes 
winners except one. The Allen garden includes dwarfs, minia
tures, rebloomers, intermediates, Siberians, spurias, Louisi
anas, Japanese and species types. The season here may be 
several days to a week later than in the Silver Spring area. 
However, any persons going north after the Regional to visit 
gardens in Pennsylvania might stop to visit these two en 
route. If the season is an early one the two gardens should 
be worth the trip. 

Prior to 1964 we would have added to this list two good 
gardens in Frederick, Maryland. Unfortunately, this is not 
possible at present. Jack Miller, former C & P chairman, 
is in the process of moving into a new home in Frederick, 
while Bert Detwiler has moved to New Jersey. We expect 
Ji°ck's garden to be available later but at present it is not. 

In writing this article the authors have purposely made 
a minimum mention of specific varieties. If we had fallowed 
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a different policy, the article would have been weighted 
down with hundreds of variety names, would have been 
highly repetitive, and would have stretched to inordinate 
length. However, we als·o recognize that many irisarians 
travel long distances to see a specific new introduction. In 
order to meet this need we intend to ask the individual 
members mentioned in this article to send us variety lists 
which can be reproduced prior to the Regional meeting. 
These lists will not prove especially useful on Saturday when 
the same tour is taken by all. But for Sunday when the 
tour will be non-guided, they should be most useful in de
termining such questions as to whether to retrace part of 
Saturday's path, to see surburban gardens which it was not 
possible to fit into Saturday's tour, or to spend most of 
the day in the non-suburban gardens. As we stated at the 
beginning of the article our problems on tours have never 
been problems connected with lack of either gardens or 
irises. 

ELEPHANT MANURE? 

A true story by Dr. Anne L. Lee 

How far will a dedicated irisarian go? Hear my story. 

Among my iris friends is a gentle middle-aged man. 
Last winter he was seriously ill and had to undergo major 
surgery. Whenever I visited him at the hospital, and even 
during the time he was confined to the extensive care unit 
when the best part of his anatomy was attached to various
sized bottles and tubing, I could bring a smile to his face if I 
assured him that he would be well come Iris.time. 

Spring came, and he was back among his iris, rosy
eheeked and happy. 

While we walked through the garden, I stopped before 
one of his beds, and believe it or not the foilage was twice 
as big as normal-just like huge, green .swords! "What in 
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the world made them grow like this.?" I asked. "This is the 
bed I put the elephant manure in." "The what?" "The 
elephant manure," he repeated. "Last summer the circus 
was here, and after they left, I went over and scooped up 
fifteen bushels of the stuff and put it in this bed!" 

Now will you not agree a true irisarian stops at nothing? 

Editor's Note: For reasons of space this incident, which 
was published in the October A.LS. Bulletin had to be left 
out of the October Newscast. We regret the delay but it 
did enable us to add a human interest footnote which would 
not have been possible earlier. 

"P.S. The piece in A.I.S. October Bulletin on page 22 is 
my husband. He made him a Dykes bed-and he and I were 
running a contest-he really won, bless his. heart, and I can 
thank God that he was here to enjoy them." 

(A gleaning from National Robin 11. The writer is Mrs. 
Upshur Wilson). 

NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS 

SOUTHERN WEST VIRGINIA CHAPTER 

A "Show-Stopper," an "Eye-Cateher," 
Momaguin is a Conversation Piece. 

The most outstanding iris we saw at the Botannical 
Garden in Denver, when we were there in May for the an
nual meeting of the American Iris Society, may not have 
been exactly a "pretty" one. For that matter, we don't know 
that it is even a "good" iris, in the eyes of judges more 
experienced than we. But an eye-catcher it certainly is. We 
believe it would be a conversation piece anywhere it was 
grown . • . (It has been noted by others that it is fun to 
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have at least one iris that will draw eyes of visitors in your 
home garden, like a magnet). 

We were happy to see that at leaist one other observer 
in Denver agreed with us. The iris of which we are speak
ing is Momaguin, originated by Mrs. R. A. Stephenson, of 
New Haven, Connecticut. 

Of this iris, Mrs. Cortie May Barnes, Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, says (on page 40, A.I.S Bulletin, July '63) "Stephen
son's Momaguin is an unusual iris with glowing brown stand
ards over virtually black flaring falls." 

We all see color a little differently. In our Denver notes, 
we have called the standards "henna", the falls a "sooty 
black", and put it down in our little book as a "must have", 
with three checks and three asterisks, which means we really 
mean it on this one ! 

Once we were back home again and had time to catch 
our breath, we attempted to find Momaguin in one of the 
catalogs listing the newer iris for sale. Failing to do this, 
we wrote the hybridizer herself, and received the following 
reply: 

"Dear Mr. Aultz: 

Thank you so much for your kind words about Momaguin. 

The catalogue listing it hasn't gone to press yet. It will 
be introduced next year by Harry B. Kues·el of Old Brook 
Gardens, 19 Mary Lane, Greenvale, N. Y. 

The price will be $20.00. 

I hope it will do as well in the the south as. it did in 
Denver and has here. 

(Signed) Sincerely, 

RUTHA. STEPHENSON 
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"Magic Formula" At Work? 

R.V.P. Recommends. and Uses Product 

One more mention of the Centennial Iris Garden that 
was, and then we are willing to let by-gones be by-gones, 
in that regard. However, we feel we would be doing our 
readers a distinct disservice if we failed to mention the 
great change we noticed in the iris being grown there, be
tween June and August 1. Not only were increases very 
great, but size and apparent health of rhizomes was much 
improved, due to "Something that Earl put on them in June," 
Ernie Poff told us. 

We could hardly contain ourselves until we were able 
to confront Mr. B. in person, to ask him just what this 
"Magic Formula" was, and how it worked. Hybrotite is the 
name; technically, the product is ground granite meal. That 
conveyed little to us. Earl was good enough to explain that 
when a couple of handfuls are placed around each clump, 
and scratched lightly into the soil, trace elements are released 
into the soil. In a very few weeks, the results I had observed 
are seen. 

Those in the vicinity of Charleston may buy Hybrotite 
from Young Feed and Seed Company, across Virginia Street, 
east, from the Municipal Auditorium. In other localities, ask 
your local nursery to get it for you. A fifty pound (minimum) 
bag is to be had for a nominal price. Hybrotite is distributed 
by the Hybrotite Corporation, Lithonia, Georgia. 

Note: We do not solicit advertising. 
The above comes to you as a service to our reader.s. 

P.S. We_are using it on our own iris; 
It is being used at Brentwood Acres, so we'll be able to 

give you further reports on the product. 

(The above items are taken from the September issue of 
Jim's Iris Newsletter). 
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The regular meeting of the Southern West Virginia 
Chapter was held on September 21st at the home of the 
chapter president, William D. Kelley, at Stonehedge in Lewis
burg, West Virginia. 

Mrs. J. B. Crozier, Box 187, Iaeger, West Virginia, has 
been elected chapter chairman, replacing Mr. William D. 
Kelley who has served many years and who was tireless in 
his work connected with the Centennial Garden. 

November 17, 1963 

Dear Dr. Mitchell: 

Please accept my heartiest congratulations on the ex
cellent October issue of A.I.S. Region 4 News Cast, received 
here, recently! You have done a fine job as editor. I trust 
that you will continue in the position for an indefinite period, 
but a long one. 

Your review of the Region 4 Hybridizers Directory was 
especially appreciated by Roberta McMullin and me, since 
little official notice was made of the publication last spring, 
when everyone was so very busy. This was well-timed, since 
I just completed the mailing of complimentary copies of 
the Directory to all A.I.S. R.V.P.'s-something I told Earl 
Browder I would do in the spring! No doubt you are well 
acquainted with those "circumstances beyond our control." 

When I was in Denver for the annual meeting of A.I.S., 
I met Mrs. Joe L. Bergin, R.V.P. Region 17, Texas (among 

·many others). I showed her the only copy of the Directory 
I happened to have with me. She expressed great interest 
in it-said she had been trying to do something similar in 
her Region, with little success. Anyone else is welcome to 
try such a project-the idea is certainly not copy-righted. 
I do believe it would be helpful to any A.I.S Region. Since 
ours was a first-time effort, done almost entirely, by cor
respondence, it could certainly be improved upon l:y others. 
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Beautiful weather, locally, all through September and 
October, brought into bloom many small irises that have 
never shown themselves in the fall before, in my garden, I'm 
sure. I regret that I do not have the names of these. One 
was a small replica of the old Amigo, there were two or 
three different yellows and one creamy white . . . In my 
next-door neighbor's garden, Autumn Twilight never fails 
to bloom each October. I presume you are familiar with 
that oldie-Western Hills, originated by Frances (Mrs .. F. 
Allen) Brown, came into bud just as the weather changed 
from warm to cold. The buds are still there, but I doubt very 
much if this one will bloom now, unless the weather warms up 
again. Although it is not new, I have not seen this variety in 
bloom, and was anxious to do so . . . Bill Kelley had seven in 
bloom at Lewisburg, W. Va., at the time of our fall meeting in 
September; Mrs .. Nelson ([eanne) Price's garden boasted 
a lovely clump of Austin's old Blue Surprise, when the Blue 
Ridge Chapter met in Blacksburg, Va., in October. 

West Virginians in our Chapter are most enthusiastic 
about Hybrotite, for iris; some Virginians are just as ex
cited about Sea Born. Scientists have advised us to expect 
great wonders from seaweed products, so we may all be 
using them before long. It is certainly good to have an open 
mind about such matters. Skeptics, meanwhile, would do 
well to familiarize themselves with the principles of good 
old-fashioned organic gardening. Just listen to who is talk
ing. I'm no expert gardener, but I have been told by several 
who are, that I grow iris very well. We·live and learn. 

Prolonged sessions with the Doctors of Dental Surgery 
have left me little time to concentrate on possible iris articles. 
However, I may be able to come up with something for your 
next is-sue, before the deadline. 

How does your garden grow? 

Sincerely, 

JIM AULTZ 
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CENTRAL WEST VIRGINIA CHAPTER 

The regular Fall meeting of the West Virginia Chapter 
was held on Tuesday, September 9th, at the First Federal 
Building in Parkersburg, West Virginia. 

From CEE-CEE-EN the Chapter Newsletter we print 
the following written by Roberta McMullen: 

The Greener Grass 

Is the grass. on the other side of the fence greener or 
does it just seem that way? 

Interest in finding out began early this, year. While 
we were working on the compilation of facts on Region 4 
hybridizers, we came upon many interesting facts. and re
ceived many invitations to visit gardens. 

Many of the replies to the questionaires sent out to 
members of this region related interesting situations. Did 
you realiz,e that the iris season begins at different times in 
our region? And if one had the opportunity, and the time 
necessary, a prolonged tour of the region could be made and 
bloom found all along the way. There is a difference of 
almost two months between the season in North Carolina. 
and the final iris bloom in the border areas of Maryland. 

So when opportunity came our way to see this for our
selves, we seized it by the horns. and made tracks for the 
gardens of North Carolina. How green would the grass of 
this area seem? Well, we should see. 

Peak bloom for many of the gardens in this area would 
come, in certain years, around the last of April. This year 
seemed to be one of those years, and gardens began to show 
a promise early. So the annual meeting for the North Caro
lina Iris Society was· set for the first week in ,_May. 
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Not wishing to interfere with this in anyway, arrange
ments were made to visit several gardens in Eastern North 
Carolina. 

The first garden visited was that of Lolita Powell, in 
Princeton. We had information that she would have one 
thousand named varieties and another thousand seedlings 
which should be in peak bloom the last of April. But old 
Mother Nature decided to have her way, and after a prema
ture warm spell which started the iris to growing, she came 
out with an unnecessary cold. So the iris were stopped in 
their tracks. Many were almost to blooming stage and did 
fulfill their role, but way down in the center of the plants .. 
Others got real venturesome and grew higher. But there just 
wasn't the expected amount of show at this time. 

Lolita was working away in her garden when we ar
rived. She was very glad to see us, but so disappointed 
.in her garden. However, she took time out to give us a 
show by show tour of her iris. When one remembers that 
this was a newly transported garden, consideration could 
be taken and make room for the fact that the bloom was 
far under par. We will say that what bloom there was, was 
very lovely, and there was such a variety of color and types 
that we were well paid for the trip. 

The trip over into the seedling garden was one of dis
tinct pleasure, as we had not seen so many seedlings bloom
ing in one spot. Many of them were blooming for the first 
time and the job of picking out the ·good ones was quite hard. 
As all seedlings can not be expected to become Dykes win
ners, some choice has to be made and only a few kept for 
future study. We found several in this seedling garden 
which showed distinct promise. A lovely silvery-blue and 
white bi-color was marked for keeps, and a beautiful deep 
velvety-red, which we labeled as garnet, was also marked. 
This might be just the one to be named in her series 
of Carolinas. We shall look for it at a future date. This 
garden will hold a warm spot in our memories. In another 
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season this garden may show such beauty that no one will 
to be able to describe it adequately. We hope to be on hand 
to see it again soon. 

And now to another green pasture. Ralph and Helen 
Lewis have a lovely garden in the heart of Durham, but 
here we were to see no bloom. But irisarians are always 
capable of rising above disappointment. And these two are 
no exception. We were treated to a most lovely evening 
of slides showing many of the lovely new varieties of iris 
to be grown in many gardens throughout the regions. Talk 
which is interspersed along with slides is of such an interest 
that one can almost feel that a tour of gardens is being 
taken. This was the feeling which prevailed on this par· 
ticular evening. We have many profound thanks for the 
Lewis's for showing us a most enjoyable time. Another 
year will bring more delightful experiences. 

On to Greensboro and the home of the former R.V.P. 
Claude O'Brien is the recipient of the dedication in our 
Directory and his garden could not be by-passed. Here again 
we hoped to see many fine iris, and this we did. There was 
a lot of bloom here, but no host and hostess. 

Another visit in search of the greener grass was made 
to the state of Virginia. An invitation to visit the new gar
dens of our transplanted hybridizer, Lloyd Zurbrigg, was 
another of the nice things which came out of the question
aires for hybridizers of Region 4. 

So early one Saturday morning in May, my sister and 
her son accompanied us on a visit by car to see this garden. 
But we went by the way of Huntington to see the garden 
of our fellow editor of the Directory, James Aultz. We are 
glad that we did this, for although the morning was misty 
and cool, the garden was very lovely. 

Jim has one of the most compact back-yard gardens we 
have ever ·seen. The beds follow the fe?'lce lines to the back 
but are nicely shaped toward the center of the yard. In 
these two beds he has some of the loveliest varieties of re-
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cent years. While getting to know him better we have learned 
of his practice of grouping colors and sizes together, with 
appropriate perennials dispersed throughout the beds. Then 
these are bordered with dwarfs and border iris. To know 
Jim is to know that he does not like big clumps of iris, 
so he is constantly changing his iris around. No iris is 
ever thrown away, as he is one of the most generous of 
irisarians and shares his iris with anyone who will give them 
a good home. His files are full of lists of the iris desired 
by his many acquaintances, all over the area and region. 
And this chain of sharing is not limited to this region as 
he has many friends in other regions. 

But this grass was not greener than ours. Must we 
look further? Yes, and on our way we go again. Next stop 
at friends of Jim's on Pea Ridge. Here we saw garden 
after garden in masses of color. Here, too, we saw a lovely 
clump of Edenite in a mass of bloom. This was our first 
sight of this much talked about iris, and one not to be for
gotten ·soon. But this was not the only iris in these gar
dens. Like most of us at this time, these gardeners had 
felt the nip of frost and terminal blooms were all gone. But 
if an iris can surmount such a freeze and still produce 
lovely flowers. then we can expect irisarians all over to rise 
to the challenge and keep growing them. 

From Pea Ridge we traveled on to the garden of our 
own R.V.P. Earl Browder, in St. Albans. Here again we 
were confronted by masses of bloom. What would be the 
promise here for later bloom for the Regional meeting the 
25th; with so much in bloom would tl).ere be anything left 
for a later date? 

Another clump of Edenite was enjoyed and compared 
for similarities in color and size, with comparable results. 
Many other varieties were admired, one in particular being 
Glittering Amber. This was one of the loveliest we had 
ever seen. Maybe we can acquire it someday. That blade 
of greener grass may come our way. 
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But we must be off to Radford, or we will be meeting 
ourselves coming back. We found Lloyd working hard in 
establishing his new garden. Many of the iris. had been 
moved in clumps from his garden in Bloomington, Illinois. 
On the lovely hillside he was. building another garden in 
which to make the planned crosses for many new and lovely 
varieties comparable with the ones already introduced by 
him. We were pleasantly surprised with the amount of 
work already done, but were once more disappointed in that 
there was not much bloom. However we enjoyed this visit 
and hope to be able to return someday to see what he has 
been able to accomplish. Perhaps he will have his planned 
home done to compliment his lovely garden. So back to work 
he went as we waved a fond farewell. 

Now where shall we go? Did we realize that we were 
only 41 miles. from Roanoke? It was still early in the after
noon. How about driving on and seeing the gardens of Rena 
Frantz and Frances Brown? Rena lives in Salem, just be
fore getting to Roanoke, and in trying to find her we found 
a garden just full of iris bloom. No one was near but we 
did take time to tour it. The beds were just masses of bloom. 
And when we say masses, we mean just that. The iris were 
all placed close together and many plantings of the same 
iris to make a big mass of color. We could recognize many 
of the older varieties and the all-over picture was one not 
to forget very soon. 

We did find Rena's home, but not Rena. We did what 
all irisarians do, we toured the garden anyway. We remem
bered the lovely rock walls' in her garden and were pleas
antly surprised to find that she has built up the beds in the 
back gardens with more of these lovely rocks. So once again 
we left our note of disappointment at not finding her home, 
and of pleasure in her yard. We took many notes and pic
tures, although the late afternoon sun might cause them 
to be too dark for real beauty. 

Could we find Grandin Road Extens~on without too 
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much difficulty? We could ask directions, and this is what 
we did. Once more we thought we were to be disappointed 
at not finding our hostess, but they were down in the seed
ling garden, having just returned from a trip and anxious 
to see what was in bloom now. 

Never can one tire of looking at such beauty all in one 
space. While Frances thought the season had caused much 
damage, she did have many of the newer varieties putting 
on a good show. Her special garden for the most recent 
introductions was a dream of beauty. And here was the 
spot where we had to wrestle with ourselves and try hard 
not to covet our neighbor's possessions. How we would like 
to be able to have all these lovely iris for our own. We tried 
hard to be satisfied with what we did have, and only hope 
to be able to get some of these at future dates. Maybe this 
was the greener grass for which we are searching. We shall 
see. 

But now it was time to trek back home to our gardens. 
Home was a far piece away; would we ever make it? But 
mile after mile we traveled and make it we did. Now maybe 
we would be content to stay at home a while and admire 
our own gardens. They were very lovely to see. I find my
self becoming more and more satisfied with my own fate. It 
may not be the best, but it is my own. It is just what I can 
make of it. Maybe in time I can have one of the most lovely 
in our area. It is something to work for, and to dream about. 
Green grass? Yes, its lovely green grass, right in my own 
back yard. 

28 



BLUE RIDGE CHAPTER MEETS, OCTOBER 20 
By Mrs. John McCoy 

The annual Fall meeting of the Blue Ridge Chapter, 
American Iris Society was held Sunday afternoon, October 
20, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Osborne Price 
(Jeanne). Co-hosts for the luncheon meeting were Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred L. Bower. Forty-three chapter members were 
present. Other than chapter members and their families, 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Browder, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kelley, Mr. 
Jim Aultz, and Dr. and Mrs. Charlie Rich of the V. P. I. 
faculty were present as invited guests. 

There was an initial tour of the garden and Old Home 
which had had numerous renovations since Jeanne and Nelson 
Price moved in several years ago. Most guests were interested 
in the new and the old iris which had been added and were 
also interested in the growth and increases resulting from 
the use of Sea-Born. Blue Surprise which was in bloom was 
about as pretty as Violet Harmony or First Violet and about 
as large. There were several other bloom stalks on others, 
and I am sure they bloomed before the frost. I am sure 
Professor Zurbrigg was the most thrilled, this being in his 
line of crosses. 

Following the initial tour a delightful picnic was served 
in the yard. 

The business meeting was called to order by Mrs. J. H. 
Frantz, chapter chairman. The constitution was presented 
for approval by Mrs. Bower, chairman of the by-laws com
mittee. Fred Stephenson, membership, gave a brief report 
on new members and on the number of dropouts. Joe Lynn, 
auction chairman, reported that $430 was realized from the 
chapter sale in July and that a number of new varieties had 
been planted by members for the contemplated sale next 
year. 

The speaker was Dr. Charles Rich of the Virginia Tech 



Agronomy Department. He discussed soil types and their 
treatment in growing iris, the importance of recognizing soil 
deficiencies, the use of various fertilizers, and emphasized 
the importance of soil tests in gardening. He described d&
ficiency symptoms as they appeared in plants. 

There was an exhibition of remontant iris from the 
gardens of Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kelley, Dr. and Mrs. Lloyd 
Zurbrigg, and Mr. and Mrs. Price. Joe Lynn exhibited slides 
of iris growing in Denver, Colorado, at the National A. I. S. 
Convention. These included the Dykes award, President's 
award, and guest iris of Tell Muhlestein, Robert Schreiner, 
Dave Hall, and other well known hybridizers. Mr. and Mrs. 
Lynn, Mrs. Frantz, and Mrs. F. Allen Brown represented 
the chapter at the national meeting. 

Date and place of the Spring meeting will be announced 
early in 1964, together with plans for garden tours, ex
hibitions, and judges training program. 

ATTENTION BLUE RIDGE CHAPTER 

By Mrs. John W. McCoy 

Region 4 and your Blue Ridge Chapter would appreciate 
any comments you have on growth, mulches, fertilizers, in
secticides, anything that you do in growing Iris. In the 
Blue Ridge Chapter send any of this to me and I will forward 

~ it on to our Editor. Without this support you won't have 
much to read about in our Regional Bulletin. Let's help 
our new Editor by sending in all the news you think would 
be of interest to other Iris growers. 
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NORFOLK CHAPTER 

Activities in Norfolk Chapter were varied and interesting 
during the fall months. 

In September, a letter from R.V.P., E. T. Browder, an
nounced the resignation of Chapter Chairman Mrs.. Robert 
L. Munn, and the appointment of Dr. Anne L. Lee to succeed 
her. Dr. Lee resigned as Recording Secretary and Mrs. Rena 
W. Kizziar became Recorder. Mrs. E. P. Seay, Treasurer, 
and Mrs. Guy R. Kirby, Corresponding Secretary, will con
tinue their duties. Mrs. Fred G. Ward was appointed Mem
bership Chairman, and Mrs. Munn, Program Chairman. 

Four new members were welcomed, Norfolk Botanical 
Garden Society, Mrs. William Fulford, Mrs. Ann Mathews 
and Mr. and Mrs. Colin D. Christie. 

Plans were made for a conducted tour of local gardens 
on May 9, 1964. 

Dr. Lee announced that the Norfolk Botanical Garden 
Society had invited our group to present a program on Iris 
at one of the late winter meetings of the Society. The in
vitation was accepted. An Iris garden is. in planning stage 
at the new Botanical gardens. 

On November 29, we met to complete plans for the 
Botanical Garden program and the spring tour. Our program 
will be at the regular meeting of the Botanical Society on 
February 18. Mr. Weldon Ballard will show a collection of 
slides of new Iris varieties photographed in regional gar
dens last spring with narration by Mickey Kirby. Iris speci
mens will be on display in the Administration Building of 
the Botanical Society during bloom season. 

Details of our tour on May 9 are announced elsewhere 
in this issue. 

We enjoyed a program on "Dvvarf Iris" by Mrs. Rena 
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W. Kizziar with slides from the collection of Mr. Walter 
Welch. 

Mrs. Munn was appointed chairman of a committee to 
formulate and present chapter by-laws at the March meeting. 

MICKEY KIRBY 

COME TO NORFOLK, VA. 

Norfolk Chapter, Region 3, A. I. S., announces its Iris 
Garden Tour, Saturday, May 9, 1964. 

The Tour Gardens will be those that feature the greatest 
number of 1962 and 1963 introductions. A list of all gardens 
that can be viewed at the visitors own time will be available 
on request. 

Tour will start at 9:00 A.M. sharp. 

9:00-9:45 A.M.-Mr. and Mrs. W.W. Ballard, 109 Canal 
Drive, Chesapeake, Va. (Tel. 487-0176 - call for directions). 
Coffee and donuts will be served. 

10:15-10:45 A.M.-Mrs. F. G. Ward and Miss Sharon 
Ward, 1604 James Street, Virginia Beach, Va. 

11 :00-11 :45 A.M.-Mrs. R. L. Munn, 106 Bounty Road, 
Virginia Beach, Va. 

12:00-1:30 P.M.-May Meeti:qg and Luncheon-Shore 
Drive Inn. 

_/ 

2:00-2:30 P.M.-Mr. and Mrs. Upshur WilsOIJl, 1514 
Nelms Avenue, Norfolk, Va. 

2:45-3:15 P.M.-Mrs. Rena Kizziar, 2704 Tidewater Drive, 
Norfolk. Va. 
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3:30-3:45 P.M.-Dr. Anne Lee, 3505 White Chapel Road, 
Norfolk, Va. 

4:15-4:45 P.M.-Mrs. Guy R. Kirby, 212 Forrest Avenue, 
Norfolk, Va. 

Mrs. Robert L. Munn-Luncheon Hostess 

Mr. Ronald Harris-Tour Coordinator 

Mrs. T. B. Holland-Auction Chairman 

Several of the varieties which can be seen at the above 
gardens are as follows: Tahiti Sunset, Wine and Roses, 
Light Up, Granada, Ribbon Round, Congo Song, Sun Country, 
Sing Along, Raspberry Whirl, Cross Country, Blue Ballad, 
Winter Olympics, Sterling Silver, and Ultrapoise. 

In each garden you will have the opportunity of winning 
a recent introduction at 25c a chance. 

COME AND ENJOY THE FUN I 

Registration fee and luncheon at Shore Drive Inn-$3.00. 
Please make your reservation by April 15, 1964. Mail re
mittance to: 

Mrs. E. P. Seay, Treasurer 
1142 Shenstone Drive 
Virginia Beach, Va. 
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NORTH CAROLINA GROUP MEET 

A group of some thirty AIS members met in Greensboro 
at Holiday Inn-South for a Dutch supper on Thursday, Sep
tember 12, 1963. We had as our guests our · AIS President, 
Mr. Robert S. Carney, and his lovely wife. Since the Carney's 
were just passing through it was a hurry up get-together 
but the turn-out was pleasing. Those present were Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Cornell, Mrs. John H. Wilson, Mrs. Henry L. 
Coble, Mr. and Mrs. C. C. O'Brien, Mr. and Mrs. Harry R. 
Smith, Mrs. Eleanor Drane, Mr. and Mrs. Allen Jinnette and 
Mrs. Naomi Hoag, all of Greensboro. 

Also, Mrs. Nannie Paquet of McLeansville, Mr. and Mrs. 
Brackett Jackson and Mrs. L. E. Stadler of Reidsville; Mrs. 
Elmer J. Nifong of Kernersville, Mr. and Mrs. D. W. Parham 
and Mr. and Mrs. Harold Alexander of High Point. Mrs. 
Guy L. Whicker and Mrs. L. V. Coggins. of Kannapolis, Mrs. 
James G. Horton of Winston-Salem, Mr. and Mrs. Hubert 
Johnston of Jamestown and Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sherrill of 
Davidson. 

Mr. Carney talked on the new irises he had seen on his 
travels about the country, iris gardens and iris people. Slides 
were shown of these and a very enjoyable evening was had. 

It was nice getting to meet our President and his wife. 
It is always a pleasure to meet with iris people and getting 
to know each other better. We hope this will not be the last 
time Mr. and Mrs. Carney pay us a visit. 

NANNIE J. PAQUET 

"CHESAPEAKE AND POTOMAC CHAPTER 

During the past year the C & P Chapter has not been . 
particularly active as a chapter. At a meeting in April a 
new slate of officers was chosen consisting of: (1) Chairman: 
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Ivan Richmond; (2) Vice Chairman: Ed Fowler; (3) Secre
tary: Shirlee Hutmire; (4) Treasurer: Helen Martin; (5) 
Membership Chairman: Donald W. Mitchell. A later meeting 
was held in June to make plans for holding the Regional at 
Silver Spring in 1965 rather than 1964 at a time when the 
chapter expected to go to West Virginia in 1964. When the 
Centennial Garden was discontinued the members of the chap
ter shifted planning to 1964. The annual auction and the 
tour of representative gardens have been described in earlier 
issues of Newscast. Mr. Ivan Richmond and Dr. Donald W. 
Mitchell represented the chapter at the Regional. 

As individuals a great many chapter members have been 
extremely active for the past two years in preparing for the 
1964 Regional meeting. Many irisarians lifted their beds 
in 1962 in order to have two-year-old clumps for the Regional. 
Others have made larger additions to their plantings and of 
newer varieties than would ordinarily be the case. As a 
result-and always barring impossible weather conditions
the chapter expects to be able to show far more good gardens 
for the Regional than can possibly be visited within a two 
day period. 

CHESAPEAKE AND POTOMAC CHAPTER 

Dear Dr. Mitchell: 

Plant Introduction Station 
Beltsville, Md. 
December 9, 1963 

Simazine, the most effective weed killer among the many 
I tried, came from the Cornell Chemical and Equipment Co., 
Inc., 1115 N. Rolling Road (P. 0. Box 3149,), Baltimore 28, 
Maryland. The supply I bought in 1962 came to $19.06 includ
ing tax for a 50 pound box of 4 per cent granular material. 
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At 3 pounds active ingredient per acre this is enough for 
two-thirds of an acre. One cup (one-half pint) covers 230 
square feet at this rate. 

It seems to be safe on all kinds of esta'Qlished iris. It 
kills nearly every kind of germinating weed, and some es
tablished weeds such as chickweed. It will also kill established 
blue grass. 

I expect to buy two of the 50 pound boxes sometime 
before March when it will be applied, and could arrange to 
share some of it with you, or pick up a box at the same time. 
The granular cos.ts more than the wettable powder, but it 
is more convenient for me to apply. 

D. C. "CHARLIE" NEARP ASS 

MARYDEL CHAPTER 

We are in receipt of a letter from Mrs. Esther Hillyer 
containing the news that in the November meeting the chap
ter chose a new president, Mrs. Millard Reed, 112 Naylor 
Street, Salisbury, Maryland. We will have to disappoint 
Mrs. Hillyer in one respect as she expressed the hope that 
our new irises contained a great many dwarfs that would 
bloo?-U next year. Out of 170 new irises we put in during 1963 
only a handful are dwarfs. However, two growers in the 
C & P area who are almost sure to have a great many dwarfs 
next May are Mrs. "Connie" Labash in Silver Spring and 
Mrs. Earl Rhodes in Takoma Park. We grow about twenty 
dwarf varieties, some of them good, but our garden runs 
overhelmingly to TBs. 
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THE MARYDEL CHAPTER 
By Delma D. Glenn 

The year of 1963 is drawing to a clos.e. The iris have 
been ''put to bed" and as we pause to reflect the activities 
of the preceding months, memory projects. a panoramic view 
of events at various times and places and with many iris
arians. 

Since there was little written about us in '63, I will 
try to brief you on our activities. Our chapter was organized 
on December 3, 1962, at the home of Muriel Glenn, Salis
bury, Maryland, with seven charter members as follows: 
Muriel Glenn, Esther Hillyer, Edith Burklew, Margaret Grif
fith, Charlotte Hatcherson, Virgie Reed, and Delma Glenn. 
At the last report we had thirty-one members. 

Our first meeting in '63 was on Sunday, January 20, 
at the home of Margaret Griffith, Hidden Acres Iris Gar
den, Federalsburg, Maryland. This was a covered dish 
luncheon and meeting combined, just grand for a cold win
ter's day. After the meeting adjourned, Esther Hillyer 
showed slides of various gardens. 

The next get-together was on Saturday, April 6th, at 
the Wesley Chapel Church Hall, Rock Hall, Maryland. The 
lovely arrangements of daffodils, bridal wreath, and forsythia 
were made by Charlotte Hatcherson who served as co-hostess 
along with Esther Hillyer and yours truly. On the same 
day we were given another treat by enjoying Esther's thou
sands of daffodils that were blooming in all their glory in 
her Fleur de Lis Garden, a short distance from the church 
hall. 

Some of our members had iris and other flower entries 
in the Standard Iris Show, Cambridge, Maryland, on May 
17. The Best Specimen in the show, as well as many first, 
second, and third place awards, was given to us. A day not 
to be forgotten. 
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Two days later on May 19, two carloads of us gals. went 
on the C & P iris tour directed by our . newly-appointed 
Newscast Editor, Dr. "Don". This was also a memorable day. 
We met some of the nicest people, saw many, many lovely 
iris, both old and new varieties, and received the best hos
pitality pos·sible. What more could I say, except that we 
sincerely hope to tour with them again in 1964? 

Our iris sale came next, Saturday, June 29. It was held 
on the spacious lawn of Muriel Glenn, Snow Hill Road, Salis
bury, Maryland, under her many beautiful large shade trees. 
The day was hot, but spirits. were high and the picnic baskets 
were filled to the brim with many delicious foods such as 
fried chicken and crab cakes. Yum! Yum! We are already 
making plans for next year's sale. 

Muriel Glenn again played hostess to us on Saturday, 
August 4. This, too, was a picnic lunch and meeting com
bined. 

The Marydel's final meeting of '63 was held on Sunday, 
October 27, at Virgie Reed's home in Salisbury. As you 
have already learned, we enjoy good food, and this was 
no exception. After a covered dish dinner the meeting was 
called to order,. and the following officers were elected for 
the coming year: Chapter Chairman, Virgie Reed; Assistant 
Chapter Chairman, Esther Hillyer; Secretary, Elmira Purdy; 
Treasurer, Muriel Glenn; Membership Chairman, Charlotte 
Hatcherson; Publicity Chairman, Delma Glenn. Mrs. Jeanette 
Long, Easton, Maryland, who came along as a guest, joined 
our ranks. A lovely evening was brought to a close with 
the showing of slides by Edith Burklew. 

""' 

Weather permitting, we will meet again on Sunday, 
January 19, at the house of Elmira Purdy, Easton, Mary
land. 
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IN TRIBUTE TO PAUL COOK 

The iris world is much poorer for the sudden passing 
on of Paul Cook. We did not have the good fortune ourselves 
to be acquainted with this top-notch hybridizer and fine 
person, though like hundreds of other irisarians we were 
acquainted with his work. The respect in which Mr. Cook 
was held by the iris world is. evidenced by the fact that 
tributes were immediately forthcoming from two of our 
members who were old personal friends. A third old friend, 
Mr. Earl Browder, would have sent in a tribute had we not 
discouraged it since we already had two tributes on hand. 
At the risk of some duplication we are printing both in 
full. 

DONALD W. MITCHELL 

On November 7 Paul Cook collapsed and died a few 
minutes later. He didn't regain consciousness and lived 
only a little time after he got to the hospital. We lost a 
dear and highly valued friend. The iris hobby lost one of its 
truly great hybridizers. We don't know of a greater. Paul 
produced some of the world's truly fine iris but above all 
that his wise counsel, quiet encouragement to others, and 
genuine interest in other irisarians and their problems made 
it a true privilege to know him and count him as a friend. 
People like Paul are just not replaceable. 

(Extract from letter, Ralph Lewis to Donald W. 
Mitchell.) 

A TRIBUTE TO PAUL H. COOK 

By Ralph and Helen Lewis 

The Iris hobby and all irisarians suffered a great loss 
in the sudden death on November 7 of Paul Howard Cook 
of Bluffton, Indiana. Not only do his many friends join in 
an expres·sion of sympathy to his wife Emma, and in deep 
and sincere mourning at his passing, but the entire iris 
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world who lrnew him through his magnificent introductions 
will feel a similar sense of loss. · 

Paul Cook was born in Eastern Indiana in 1891, and 
here he lived, and here for forty years he played an increas
ingly important role in the production of fine new iris seed
lings. His iris hybridizing began after his first return from 
service in the First World War. In 1936 he made his first 
introductions, red Tampa and pale yellow Keepsake. Paul's 
red and blue lines were established in this year. His first 
red iris, E. B. Williamson, won the Roman Gold Medal in 
1938. Many honors followed through the years. Sable Night 
and Whole Cloth won Dykes Medals; the latter was. also win
ner of the coveted Premio Figrenze Award. Fair Flax won 
the Cook-Douglas award, highest for Standard Dwarf Iris. 

A partial list of his introductions through the years will 
emphasize the greatness of his contribution. Sable, Indiana 
Night, Dark Boatman, Deep Black and the superb Allegiance 
among the darks; Captain Wells, Copper Rose, Action Front, 
Flamely, Redward, Worthington, Three Cheers, Magenica, 
Salamonie, Pink Reflection, Dreamcas.tle, Harriet Thoreau, 
Pretender, Tranquil Moon, Morning Bright, and Sky Above 
among the lighter colors. 

The dwarfs, Greenspot, Baria, Fairy Flax, and Brite. Who 
else would have seen the possibilities of a very insignificant 
looking seedling named Progenitor? Yet from this, what 
beauty! Toll Gate, Whole Cloth, Melodrama, Miss Indiana, 
Kiss Me Kate, Emma Cook, Congeniality. No one else has 
given the iris world more beauty and greater variety. We 
have lost a man of truly unique genius, a wonderful and 
deeply valued friend. 
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MY FRIEND AND YOURS - PAUL H. COOK 
By Harold H. Harned 

Instead of writing my regular column at this time I 
am going to pay a little tribute to an old friend-Paul H. 
Cook, of Bluffton, Indiana. Paul passed away suddenly on 
November 7, He was well known, well liked, and highly 
respected as one of our most important iris breeders. 

The architect Buman is quoted as having said: "Make 
no little plans, they have no magic to stir men's blood; 
make big plans; aim high in hope and work, remembering 
that a noble, logical diagram once recorded will never die. 
Let your watchword be order and your beacon beauty." 
This could have been the credo of Paul Cook, for he was 
ever planning big and all of his. plans had some singular 
purpose. 

"I never introduce an iris until it has been thoroughly 
tested, not only in my own garden, but in at least four other 
locations in various parts of the country." By that he meant, 
no matter how an iris appealed to him it must impress others 
and be considered worthy and needed, even better in its class. 
If the judges and other breeders and growers thought it 
worthy, he might name and introduce it, otherwise it would 
still carry just the seedling number. Some may object to 
this long period of testing and rating, but he found it paid 
off in the long run, at least when working for the very best. 
He would never settle for anything else and I have watched 
him stand before iris seedlings for a long time, comparing, 
chosing, .selecting and even bring to the individual blooming 
plants some other flower for side by side comparison and 
evaluation. He grew the finest varieties known just to make 
sure that his memory and judgment were not faulty. 

Paul was a man of few words, and he could condense 
more in a single sentence or even a whole letter than any
one I know; yet he could expound at length upon a subject 
of interest, when he felt like doing so. He said of himself: 
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"I am not a scientist," yet some of us came to believe his 
was a practical science, based on study, observation and 
experience. His visitors were many, his friends legion, and 
yet he was quite a loner in many respects, especially as to 
planting and thinking. Friends would bring and send him 
their best things for testing, rating and using, and he would 
in turn send out the Cook seedlings and named varieties 
he considered best for their use and judgment. He could 
spot a breeder almost on sight and when he made pollina
tions it was done with a real purpose in mind. Things did 
not just happen with him, they were planned. For example 
Progenitor was planned, selected, and rightly used to develop 
a most outstanding strain. I once asked him, as we stood 
looking at this tiny insignificant variety how he came to 
spot and use it to get such remarkable results. His. answer 
was characteristic: "Instinct, plus a lot of experience told 
me that here was something of real worth, and it turned 
out to be the cornerstone in a new and distinct develop
ment." 

His work with the dwarfs. was fascinating and almost 
as interesting and fruitful as with the talls. Yet his major 
objective was to try to breed a true red iris, one not only 
with the real red color, but all of the other qualities usu
ally lacking in the so called reds: size, height, branching 
and garden and show value. His "Old Strain" was based 
on the use of just three iris: Morning Splendor, Seminole, 
and Cinnebar. These he bred together, using every known 
or suspected method of Line Breeding until he became con
vinced that no more results could be expected. Several years 
ago he decided to discontinue the use of the Old Strain for 
the time being and develop a New Strain, bringing together· 
the known suspected factors from the outside "reds" he 
was studying. This New Strain was still undergoing devel
opment at the time of his passing, and it was according to 
plan that it should 'evolve to a point where it might be 
combined with the best and most advanced of the Old Strain 
to bring his ideal red. "I have already seen some color ad-
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vancement, also noted an increase in size, height and branch
ing, and soon will be ready to begin combining strains, using 
the best of the Old with the best of the New, and thereby 
expect to get things nearer my ideal." 

He was noted for his love of nature in all of its aspects, 
so much so that the trees, birds, shrubs and many flowers 
were as familiar and enjoyed as the iris. His awards were 
many, yet he refrained from discussing them with friends 
or visitors or in the occasional article written and published. 
In fact he never worked for either awards or rewards, but 
rather for the enjoyment and satisfaction of doing the best 
he could in trying to assist nature. Once I heard him re
mark: "I plan the best I can, then let nature take over, 
well knowing that her laws are far better than any I might 
invent or discover." 

We breeders, growers, fanciers and garden lovers will 
miss this man among men, yet know in our hearts that he 
must still be planning, still enjoying this, his and our fa
vorite flower. May his own devotion and inspiration be a rule 
and guide to our efforts, and inspire more study that will 
bring more enlightenment and better results to iris breeders 
everywhere. Someday someone will produce the True Red 
Iris and it will doubtless contain some of the Cook blood line. 
As his old friend and co-worker, Greig Lapman says: "Paul 
Cook knows and understands iris much better than anyone. 
I find I can always trust his judgment as to true worth 
and value. Though he and I are competitors in the red breed
ing field, we understand and trust one another completely
always." 

His monument need be no statue, pillar or building, for 
we have his living monument in the wonderful iris he bred 
such as Whole Cloth, Sable, and many others. His greatest 
reward would be to know that others are carrying on and 
trying to bring additional beauty to the world. 
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CREATING ILLUSIONS 
By Roberta McMullen 

The creation of an illusion of having great garden spaces 
has two pre-requisites. One; lots of available money and two; 
plenty of help. One can do without the latter if time is not 
of the essence and one is not afraid of "work". 

This effect has one of the lovely conclusions which could 
be drawn from the descriptive tour of the Greenbrier Hotel 
Gardens. Recently we were afforded the pleasure of making 
such a tour as part of the afternon program for the Fall 
Meeting of the Southern West Virginia Chapter of Region 4, 
American Iris Society. 

Dr. Lyle Bryce, resident naturalist for the hotel in 
White Sulphur Springs, made this, one of the most pleasur
able afternoons. In an informal pre-tour talk he told of the 
tight schedule necessary to keep the gardens a mass of color 
before the guests at all times; and this procedure of seasonal 
change to be almost instantaneous. The three important gar
dens are renewed each season: bulbous plants for the Spring, 
instant summer bloom and again, into full bloom for the 
Autumn season. This was the transition witnessed on our 
particular tour. 

We were welcomed into the beautiful parlor of the West 
Wing by Dr. Bryce, who told us of the many complexities 
of keeping the grounds in perfect order. The illusion of in
stancy was well portrayed here, for on our approach to the 
building the flower borders were of scarlet sage. When we 
were leaving for the garden tour these borders were massed 
with rich red chrysanthemums. 

The gardens are changed three times a year using 
masses of color at a minimum of cost. The spring beds are 
planted at the beginning of November with Hyacinth, Jon
quil and Tulip bulbs, using close to 50,000 bulbs, at 6 and 7 
inch intervals. Contrary to good garden practices, these 



bulbs are dug at the end of the blooming season with a stem 
of 3 to 6 inches. These bulbs are placed in dry storage on 
a concrete floor and dried by forced air. When dried the 
bulbs are culled and every bulb is replaced in a 3 to 5 year 
period. There are 5 to 10 thousand bulbs replaced every 
year. 

When the bulbs have been dug, instant bloom is put in 
their place. Plants and varieties are chosen for their massed 
bloom, using such as salvias, both red and blue, petunias, 
geraniums, fuchsias, and the like. We were sorry to hear that 
iris are not used because of the necessity of constant mov
ing. All plants are field grown by the hotel and moved in 
large clumps, giving an illusion of having been grown in the 
final bedding. 

Then again, at the Autumnal equinox, the beds are once 
more miraculously pictured in lovely chrysanthemums, using 
three colors-white, yellow, and an orchid pink, one color 
to a bed. These are also grown by the hotel by the thou
sands, as there are close to 12 thousand plants used each 
season. The plants are· watered frequently and fed with 
fertilizers quite often. Naturally hand pinching is a futile 
operation so hedge clippers. are used on top and sides. of the 
plants, keeping them at the same height. The last clipping 
is done by the end of July. Cushion type mums are always 
used and are transplanted covered with buds and partially 
opened blooms. 

Early in November, when the frost has taken the blooms, 
the plants are removed and the beds once more filled with 
the spring btilbs and another year of lovely flowers is started. 

Out in the gardens we see the results of the fall change
over. There are three gardens around the dining room and 
lounge of the West Wing: the Grass Garden, the Walled 
Garden and the Paved Garden. The Grass Garden, seen from 
the windows of the large dining room is small but shows the 
place illusion of dis.tance makes in a small space. The wide 
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bed of white chrysanthemums is elevated from the grass 
plot and continues to rise slightly to the back, thus giving 
an illusion of depth. A beautiful picket fence is used to 
separate the background of trees and shrubbery from the 
bed. The fence is a means of keeping the background from 
growing into the garden. The bed is bounded at each end 
with lovely box hedge, which gives way to the lovely wall 
of old bricks, upon which is esplaniered lovely trees and 
vines. 

The Walled Garden almost describes itself, as. it is a 
lovely brick wall continuing from the Grass Garden. Once 
again the illusion of depth is created by the ivy which trails 
over the top of the wall from behind. The ivy is planted 
behind the walls and allowed to grow over and down. The 
garden widens into a lovely fountain display on which the 
moss is allowed to gather. The figure in the fountain is 
Aphrodite, Goddess of Love and Gardens. 

The fountain is surrounded with massed bloom in large 
pots, again elevated to give the illusion of depth. Flowers 
used in this garden were a lovely yellow blending into white 
masses by the doorway. 

To reach the Paved Garden is a deceptive flight of six 
steps. To shorten the s.eeming rise the lower three steps 
are concave, ·the landing eliptical, and the upper three are 
convex. The curved edges of these stairs are planted with 
low flowering shrubs and at the curve are two large iron 
Buff Cochin roosters.. This garden is the largest of the 
three gardens, as it surrounds the large lounge. It is paved 
in large blocks and furnished with tented tables and chaise 
lounges. The area is edged with wide raised borders of 
flowers and the lovely old brick wall. An added edging of 
green is given to these b9rders using Stokes Holly, which 
grows low and bushy. In the lounging area of this garden 
are two lovely apple trees planted in large circular beds. 
The spring bulbs in these beds are not taken up as are the 
others, but are covered each season by masses of flowers 



in large pots. One can almost imagine the lovely smell of 
appleblossoms at the spring season. The wrought iron stair
case is twined with wisteria. Adjacent to the Paved Gar
den is a long pool area, also backed by the old brick wall. 
Behind the wall is a sloping grass area planted with shrub
bery in an illusion of pathways, thus giving the air of spaci
ousness. 

The permanent plantings are made with an air of time
lessness, unhurried and unbounded. The hotel has been here 
for over two hundred years and is assumed to be here an
other two hundred years, with the gardens doing their part 
in portraying this permanancy. Our many thanks go to Dr. 
Bryce and the hotel management for this lovely period of 
inspiration and beauty, shown in a time when the world 
seems in such a hustle and bustle of everyday business. 

GLEANINGS FROM THE ROBINS 
By Donald W. Mitchell 

At the moment all of our Regional robins appear to 
have broken their wings. Ralph Lewis writes us that Robin 1 
appears to be grounded and the others a bit slow in arriv
ing. In order to fill in the gap we have done a little stealing 
from National Robin 11 which is now grounded in Lanham 
until we finish Newscast and write in our contribution. 

From Mrs. John A. Bartholomew of Milton, Massa
chusetts: "For a topic, how about telling what you use 
for fertilizer and method of applying it. I dig a rather deep 
hole, put in a mixture of 5-10-10, superphosphate, and 
Bowing. Then I make a mound, using straight compost, 
setting the rhizome on top and letting the roots fall on the 
side but not reaching the fertilizer. This year, in planting 
hems, I have put Michigan peat on top of the compost so 
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new roots would grow faster. Had a nice gift today of about 
100 lbs. of Sterling peat. I think it comes from Sterling, 
Massachusetts, and it is broken down to the last point, prac- . 
tically loam. They discovered this belt of it not too many 
years ago, and think it has been decomposing there for hun
dreds of years. It is sterile and will be wonderful to plant 
seeds in." 

From Mrs. Upshur Wilson of Norfolk, Va.: ''We added 
93. Some of them are Summer Hills, Apricot Lustre, Miss 
Alameda, Point Lace, Royal Canadian, Blazing Violet, In 
Orbit, Sing Along, Lazy Lagoon, Chances. Are, Jan Eliza
beth, Pacific Panorama, Cream Crest, Orange Parade, Gypsy 
Lullaby, Emerald Fountain, Esther Fay, Snow Tracery, Adorn, 
Edenite, Cashmere, One Desire, Spice Island, Raspberry 
Whirl, Rippling Waters, Flyaway, Celestial Glory, Sugar 
Babe, Royal Anthem, Bright Side, Park Fury, Granada Gold, 
Shadow Waltz, Rose Flame, Golden Years, Wild Ginger, Lorna 
Lynn, Easter Valley, Fluted Haven, Blue Parasol, Thor
wald, My Honeycomb. Also have some guest iris I am rais
ing for the Region 4 auction." 

From Mrs. Luella Noyd of Wenatchee, Washington: 
"I became a little discouraged with sending guests. Last 
year I sent 6 or 7 iris to be distributed among the gardens 
in the Chicago area. I got a report from one garden that 
they lost all- but 1 out of 7. Another saved 3 out of 7. One 
didn't lose a one and the other two I didn't hear from . . . 
Iris I liked very well are Winter Olympics, Pink Flurry, 
Ballet Premiere, Chinese Coral, Sterling Silver, Pacific Pan
orama, White Pride, lmaret, Moongate, Tea Apron, Ever 
and Ever, French Lace, Dark Fury, Previous. Promise, Lux
ury Line, One Desire (color especially), Wind Shadows, 
Granada, and many others." 

From Eugene Buckles of Sikeston, Missouri: "In pre
paring the beds I would 'dig out all of the iris, put down a 
layer of manure, then a layer of top soil, then spade through 
and mix this. Then if the bed was not high enough I would 
repeat the same process." 
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From Mrs. Charles Lindeman of Cincinnati, Ohio: "I 
am finding a great deal of borer, and am just beginning to 
realize that the cycle is a continuous thing, and not just a 
one-time infestation during the season as. I had previously 
thought. In addition to full grown borer in the clump (white) 
I found large size shiny brown ones (another stage I sup
pose), and in one case a very tiny one on the outside of a 
leaf." 

ELEANOR AND I 

"Say-Eleanor-Hello-Hello-Whatsa matter? Can't 
hear you-Someone must have the receiver off-'Listenin in' 
as Naomi says." 

"Don't see who is so interested in Iris to be always 
'listening in' on us-" · 

"Well-you know we do talk about other things, too-" 

So-Eleanor says why don't I tell you Iris folks about 
our meeting in Greensboro in September-When Mr. and 
Mrs. Carney visited the O'Brien's and we all met at one of 
the Inn's over there for dinner-one night-it really was 
great-and we-about thirty A.I.S. members from around 
Greensboro, High Point, Reidsville, and Kernersville enjoyed 
very much the opportunity to hear our A.I.S. President and 
see quite a few slides-I had just declared I would not buy 
Iris this year-since I had so many new ones from las.t year 
which did not bloom I was going to wait on those next spring. 
But those slides broke me down and I found myself re
shuffling my budget-and putting in late Iris orders in 
September-Cross your fingers for me or knock on wood or 
whatever you do for good luck come spring that these 
will bloom also-'Cause I put in Marie Phillips, Triton, 
Trisha, Latest Love, Hope Jewel, Ever and Ever, Martel, 
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Apache Sweetheart, Pacific Harmony, and all the lilac things 
I didn't have, such as Lilac Snow and Lilac Festival, I al
ready had Lilac Delight-It looks grand now and really 
should put on a good show for a two year old-now · you 
will think I have changed my favorite color to lilac, (Re
member I was pulling for Amethyst Flame to get the Dyke's 
this year?) Well, I still love White best of all-and Celestial 
Snow is still my favorite white-I wish I had as many of 
that as I do Snow Flurry-which I can't bear to part with
and say-guess what! Mr. Carney sent me one of his white 
varieties-Nashoba-I mentioned I was interested in late 
varieties-and he said he had a late white he would send 
me. I have kept Spanish Peaks over the years for its late
ness as well as its beauty. You know, so often we are told 
to discard old things for the better new varieties-and that 
is good-I know I must leave off somewhere or the farm 
will be covered with Iris-what with my seedlings. as well 
as all the named varieties-but some old ones are too good 
to throw out-for instance who can "dump" such things 
as Starshine? It would break my heart-and it is still dif
ferent-and Sealark is still different also, and I'll always 
keep Ranger-It was a Mother's Day gift from my older 
daughter when $7.50 was a terrible extravagance-and I 
love Isabell Henderson's old Sailor Hat. It stands there so 
firm .and flared-besides it is a North Carolina variety-I 
sent one to Esther Hillyer several years ago in Maryland 
and she said folks up there were crazy about it-oh-I 
know we have quite a few N. C. varieties that are good and 
I want to keep them all-when I get them-but I was just 
speaking out for some of the best older Iris-Mrs. O'Brie~'s 
Breath O' Killarney is one of my favorites-I saw it first 
in Mr. Seville's garden in Statesville-It was a lovely clump
quite a distance from where I was standing, and I walked 
over special to s~e what it was-and put it on my "want" 
list-It has bloomed for me but I'm looking forward to see
ing it in a clump-Harold Alexander's Delightful is breath
taking-I'll never forget how beautiful it was in Mrs. Mar
tin's gardel'I. at Jonesville. 
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the flower is all good. Let's keep it! And one of the best 
plicatas is the lovely Happy Meeting-This one has not had 

Well-I jumped the track, didn't I? That's me all over 
again-rambling all over Irisdom. I was talking about my 
favorite old Iris-How many of you still have Great Lakes? 
It was one of the first Iris I bought and I still love that 
lovely shade of blue-don't think the color has. been im
proved on very much-and the texture, shape and pose of 
nearly as much attention as it deserves-It must be what 
we call a "sleeper"-another I love for its grand performance 
in my garden is Butterfly Blue-on a three year clump this 
year with several bloom stalks, there was two stalks of 
real perfection-four perfectly placed open blooms. and a 
good stalk standing tall and firm-on each-Limelight was 
the first Iris I had with lace and I love it still for the lovely 
clump it never fails to make for me. Oriental Pearl is one 
of the loveliest pinks I have had and I certainly hope every 
member of A.LS. has. Violet Harmony, Helen Collingwood, 
Happy Birthday, Frost and Flame, and Allaglow-maybe 
the "sho' nuff" judges of our society will not think much 
of my old favorites, but it makes no "differbittance" to me. 
I'll keep these just the same-

Want to know what else I got involved in this fall? 
Spuria Iris-and Siberians too-Had been aiming for some
time to order some other varieties of both-so when I sent 
Tell an order-he sent part of my order on to Mr. Fergu
son in California because he was sold on Wake Robin-Mr. 
Ferguson sent that and a gift of his new Ruffled Moth when 
I sent him a "Thank You" note, he sent that along to the 
Spuria Society Editor-so I got a nice note from them with 
an invitation to join and two newsletters-(samples)-I fell 
for it-of course-and the Newsletters talked about several 
Nies Award winners. and of course I ordered several more
Tell is more than generous-so I now have sixteen new 
Spurias-including four of Tell's-and seven new Siberian 
including the so called Pink-and several white-I love the 
Spurias and Siberians for corsage work-aiming for Eleanor 
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and me to have corsages to wear to Chicago next spring
be seeing you there! 

FANNIE STADLER 

P.S. Here's my post script-Get your bulletins and cata
logues handy for Winter time study-and don't forget to put 
sand on any newly planted Iris that heaves out of the 
ground-Do a good clean up job as early after Christmas 
as you can work in the garden and I hope you had a merry 
one and Best Wishes for the New Year. 
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