
AM~RICAN 

~-. 

rRIS SOClb.TY 

ION 
4 

N~W5 
CA5T 





AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY, REGION 4 

REGIONAL BOARD 

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT 
Mrs. Rena M. Frantz 
8I3 Tremont Road 
Salem, Va. 24r53 
IMMEDIATE p AST R. V. P. 
Earl T. Browder 
25I7 Washington Ave. 
St. Albans, West Va. 
Ass'T. REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT 
Frank Bennett 
8 Second St., Laytonsville, Md. 
SECRETARY 
Mrs. Roberta McMullen 
2507 Broad St. 
Parkersburg, W. Va. 
TREASURER 
Frank Sherrill 
401 Woodlawn St. 
Davidson, N. C. 
p ARLIAMENTARIAN 
Mrs. Craven B. Helms 
Rt. 8, Monroe, N. C. 
HISTORIAN AND LIBRARIAN 
Mrs. Guy R. Kirby 
212 Forrest Avenue 
Norfolk 5, Va. 
EDITOR-NEWSCAST 
VACANT 

BUDGET COMMITTEE 
W. D. Kelley 
653 Washington St. East 
Lewisburg, W. Va. 
JUDGES' TRAINING 
Fred G. Stephenson 
Rt. 4, Box 520, Roanoke, Va. 
TEST GARDENS 
Mrs. John W. McCoy 
3540 Windsor Road 
Roanoke, Va. 
MEMBERSHIP 
Rena Kizziar 
2704 Tidewater Dr. 
Norfolk 9, Va. 
ROBINS 
Ralph and Helen Lewis 
I40I Alabama Ave., Durham, N. C. 

1 

AUCTIONS 
Joseph E. Lynn, Jr. 
Box 323, Buena Vista, Va. 
BY LAWS 
Dr. Anne L. Lee 
3505 White Chapel Road 
Norfolk, Va. 

PUBLICITY-VACANT 

SPECIAL ADVISOR 
Claude C. O'Brien 
330 Walser Rd. 
Greensboro, N. C. 274o6 
MOUNTAINEER (W. VA.) CHAP. CHM 
VACANT 

BLUE R.rDGE CHAPTER CHAIRMAN 
Joseph E. Lynn, Jr. 
Box 323, Buena Vista, Va. 
MARYDEL CHAPTER CHAIRMAN 
Mrs. Henry Purdy 
I07 Goldsboro St., Easton, Md. 
SOUTHERN w. v A. CHAPTER CHM. 
Mrs. ]. B. Crozier 
Box I87, Iaeger, W. Va. 
NORFOLK, VA. CHAPTER CHAIRMAN 
Dr. Anne L. Lee 
3505 White Chapel Road 
Norfolk, Va. 
WESTERN N. c. CHAPTER CHAIRMAN 
Frank Sherrill 
401 Woodlawn St. 
Davidson, N. C. 
EASTERN N. c. CHAPTER CHAIRMAN 
John Wilson 
3401 Rockingham Rd. 
Greensboro, N. C. 
c. & P. CHAPTER CHAIRMAN 
E. S. Fowler 
520 Notley Rd. 
Silver Spring, Md. 
CENTRAL w. VA. CHAPTER CHAIRMAN 
Mrs. Jennie McCracken 
Route 2, Walker, W. Va. 
GREENBRIER CHAPTER CHAIRMAN 
Mrs. Warren McLaughlin 
Box 331, Lewisburg. W. Va. 





THANKS TO OUR RETIRING EDITOR 

May 21, 1965 

Dr. Donald W. Mitchell 
9020 Howser Lane, Lanham, Maryland 

Dear Dr. Mitchell: 

In an attempt to express our deep appreciation of the contribu­
tion you have made to Region IV, A. I. S., it is my pleasure to 
transmit to you the following resolution: · 

"The Executive Board of Region IV of the American 
Iris Society, by unanimous resolution, wishes at this 
time to officially thank Dr. Donald W. Mitchell for.his 
highly effective service as Editor of the Region IV, 
Newscast; to express their appreciation that he found 
time in a crowded schedule to render such service, and to 
express their deep regret at losing him both as Editor 
and as a member of thi-s Region, 

The Board also wishes him success and happy associa­
tion in his new position and sincerely hopes that he will 
enjoy both his work and his new associates." 

By direction of the Board. 

RENA M. FRANTZ, R.V.P., Region IV, A.I~S . 
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R. V. P.'S MESSAGE 

Whatever happened to all you folks who should have been 
in Roanoke for the Regional meeting? You missed a lot of fun 
and a really good bloom season. Thanks to our chairman, Fred 
Stephenson, we had an exceptionally well-organized convention, 
but a lot of faces we had expected to see simply didn't show up. 
The mail seems to indicate that the bloom seasons were early 
or late in many sections of the region and conflicted with the 
dates of the Regional meeting. A few may have felt that the 
registration fee was a little high, but I believe that those who 
a:ttended were convinced that they got more than their money's 
worth. 

One of the most satisfying things, from my viewpoint, was 
the response to our Judging School. You will find the chairman's 
report elsewhere in this issue of Newscast so I won't go into 
detail, but, from all sides, I get the general impression that most 
of you recognize the need for judges' training and are well 
pleased that we are making a start. All systems are "Go"! There 
will soon be a committee appointed to establish standards and 
regulations. Meanwhile, any suggestions you care to make will 
be most welcome and carefully considered by the committee. 
Write Fred Stephenson and give him your ideas. 

Until standards for our judges' training have been formulated 
and approved, it is my plan to recommend no new judges for ap­
pointment. A questionaire soon will be sent out to our present 
judges to establish their willingness to serve during 1966. If 
National requirements have been met, reappointment will be 
recommended. 

The Memphis meeting was disappointing in that the season 
was well past peak bloom but we did have good representation 
Region wise and the festivities were much enjoyed by all. Any­
time iris growers get together, things are lively whether or not 
they see many iris. Your RVP went a day early to attend the 
RVP's breakfast and meeting. Most of the discussion was cent-
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ered around Regional Test Gardens. The National Board has 
settled on a few general policies in this regard but the region will 
be allowed considerable leeway in the conduct of the garden. 

As this issue of Newscast goes to press, the new Regional 
Test Garden at the Roanoke Veterans' hospital is ready to re­
ceive your seedlings. If you have not already submitted them, 
please send them at once to your Regional Test Garden Chairman, 
Clytie McCoy. All particulars were outlined in the April News­
cast. 

A word about cost of maintaining our test garden. Most 
fertilizers, sprays, etc., will be furnished by the Veterans Hos­
pital. It is my hope that cost of markers can be taken care of by 
contribution. If we are fortunate, the only cost to the hybridizer 
will be postage. However, it must be understood that should we 
find there are expenses which we have not anticipated, a nominal 
fee may be required of the hybridizer. This will be determined at 
a future date when the garden has been put into operation. 

The National Membership campaign ends September 30, 
1965. At last count, we were the sixth largest region in A.I.S. We 
hope that you will make an honest effort to secure new members; 
however, please keep in mind that we are not looking for mem­
bers who will become drop-outs after a year or two. Their real 
and abiding interest in iris is of prime importance. I know from 
the reports of out Regional Membership Chairman that we are 
getting some new members, but I have received only a few 
notifications from the persons securing the memberships. If you 
will refer to the January, 1965, National Bulletin, page 97, you 
will find the rules governing the Membership Campaign. Item 
2 reads as follows: 

"Each new membership should be reported to the R.V.P. 
on a separate slip of paper, post card size, showing name, 
address of participant securing the new member. This 
slip should be used by the R.V.P. in reporting to the 
Membership Campaign Chairman." 
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If you wish to receive credit for the memberships you have 
secured since January 1, 1965 and have not complied with the 
above, please notify me at once by postal card. 

By the time this issue of Newscast reaches you, the chapter 
auctions will have been held, your plants moved, reset or thinned 
and your trades and purchases will be in the ground. You will be 
1.hinking of your Fall Chapter meetings. I will attend as many as 
possible if you invite me. Would like very much to get to each 
chapter once a year although that entails quite a bit of traveling 
and I may find such an aspiration a little too ambitious. Anyhow, 
hope to be seeing many of you before long. 

RENA FRANTZ 

LATE WEEDING AN IRIS BED 

Sallie Nixon, Mistletoe Hill, Stanley, N. C. 

What softness shall I say? 
A baby's neck? 
Fresh feathered snow? 
A dust of down? 
Kitten fuzz? 

This sudden blending with iris head . 
Remains discreet, a thing unsaid. 
To long lost tongues I cannot speak 
I yield my undeciphered cheek. 

Note: Printed with the kind permission of the author who is 
Vice-President of the North Carolina Poetry Society. 
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SPRING MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD, 
REGION IV, AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY 

Held in Roanoke, Virginia, May 14, 1965 

Following a social dinner hour the Executive Board was 
called to order by the Regional Vice-President, Rena Frantz, at 
7 :35 P. M. Those attending were: Ralph and Helen Lewis, Elvira 
Purdy, C. B. Reynolds, Claude C. O'Brien, W. D. Kelley, Roberta 
McMullin, Frank Sherrill, Anne Lee, Joe Lynn, Jr., Warren Mc­
Laughlin, Clytie McCoy and Fred Stephenson. 

The minutes of the interim Board meeting were not read 
since they had been printed in the April issue of Newscast. 

The Treasurer's report indicated a balance on hand 5/14/65 
of $788.85. (See detailed report elsewhere in Newscast.) This 
report was approved and filed. 

Following are reports of various committee chairmen and 
comments made at this time: Regrets from Ed Fowler and Frank 
Bennett for not being able to attend. Ivan Richmond was sent as 
an able representative of the C. and P. Chapter. Welcome ex:­
tended to Ivan. 

C. B. Reynolds was also welcomed as a guest interested in 
developing a chapter in the Richmond, Virginia, section. 

Newscast: It is with much regret that we learn that Dr. 
Mitchell is resigning as editor of Newscast. We wish to extend 
to him our heartfelt thanks for a job well done. Good and high 
standards have been set for his successor and we need to keep 
this high level. We should not hurry in naming a successor for 
the right person must be chosen. Rena will edit the summer 
issue and another one, if necessary. 

Budget: The question of how to, get all members to help 
meet the chapter quotas was brought up. A voluntary basis of 
contribution instead of the 75/25 distribution of sale proceeds 
was discussed and considered to be a better approach. The com.,. 
mittee would welcome suggestions from members. 
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Judges' Training: The introductory course held this date 
was most successful. The trial school demonstrated clearly the 
rising interest for the project. It was indicated that the complete 
cou:-se will be spread out over a period of time, probably about 
three years. Supplementary material can be distributed between 
school sessions. The basic idea is for people to work for their 
judgeships and to qualify themselves instead of being appointed. 
There will be a committee formed to establish standards and pro­
cedures. Nationally known and qualified judges will be brought in 
to help, but the demand on their time is great. The suggestion of a 
fall school is deemed not feasible. Probably a good idea would be 
to use local judges for teachers and promote a curriculum to be 
used in chapter meetings. Then formal schools will be· held in 
connection with spring regional meetings. The spade work can 
be done in off seasons by the chapters, the chapters to have 
libraries including Garden Irises, Color Charts, slides, and study 
courses, etc. Thirty-one members took the course today. The 
objective is to have a good program ready for submission to 
the board at the fall meeting. 

Test Garden: Clytie McCoy is the new Test Garden Chair­
man. It is hoped that we will be able to establish an exhibition 
garden in connection with the test garden. The test garden will 
be a good project from a therapeutic standpoint for ·patients at 
the Veterans' Hospital. The National policy is not" a·.rigid one-:­
we should work out what is best for our own region. 

Membership: (See detailed report printed elsewhere in 
Newscast. 

Robins: The hybridizers' robin is grounded right now. 
Robins 1, 2 and 3 are flying well. A need for two new members is 
found in these robins. Urge and encourage members in your area 
to become robin members. 

Auctions: Joe Lynn reported the following auctions on the 
books to date: July 10-NorthCarolina at Greensboro; July 17-
Blue Ridge Chapter at Roanoke; July 31-Southern W. Va. at St. 
Albans. 
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Our Special Advisor, Mr. Claude C. O'Brien was called on 
for a few words. In essence he said that you can't get more out 
of the pot than you care to put into it-nationally or regionally. 
Take a job and try it-even if you make a flop, but take a stab 
at it. 

Area Chairmen had many interesting reports on activities 
of their various groups 

An invitation was extended by Frank Sherrill to come to 
North Carolina, Greensboro specifically, for the 1966 meeting. 
Motion was made by Joe Lynn to accept this invitation and a 
second was made by Bill Kelley. Motion carried. 

It was announced that the new Greenbrier Chapter is now 
in operation, ably headed by Mrs. W. J. (Warren) McLaughlin. 
This is a split-off from the Southern West Virginia Chapter. 
There are thirteen members at present. Six of these members 
attended the National Convention at Memphis. 

Bylaws will be presented to the membership at the banquet 
meeting. Any recommended changes may be brought up at. the 
fall board meeting. 

It was suggested that the Board go on record by sending a 
resolution of thanks to Dr. Mitchell. This was made into a motion 
by Ralph Lewis with a second by Claude O'Brien, Motion carried. 
Rena then asked Ralph Lewis to draft this resolution for her 
signature. 

After a discussi.on of the "poke of irises" to be drawn for at 
the various gardens and get togethers, the meeting was adjourn,ed. 

ROBERTA McMULLIN, Secretary 



ANNUAL SPRING MEETING OF REGION IV, 
AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY-MAY 15, 1965 

Headquarters, Patrick Henry Hotel, Roanoke, Va. 

The Annual Meeting was preceded by a lovely smorgasbord 
dinner at the Patrick Henry Hotel. 

A very cordial welcome was given by Joe Lynn, Jr., Chair­
man for the Blue Ridge Chapter, our hosts. 

Fred Stephenson, as convention chairman, made the an­
nouncements for the evening. 

A very special announcement was the invitation to the 
outlying gardens on the ways home, to the North, to the South 
and to the West. Descriptions of the gardens to be seen in the 
various locations were set forth in the convention program. 

Fred spoke of the Evaluation Committee, composed of 
various members who were asked to give their opinions of the 
tours and meetings. These will be made into a booklet for future 
chairmen to use in regard to needs for a fuller ·and better rounded 
convention. 

Mention was made of the invitation to come to Greensboro 
for the 1966 meeting and, a slogan thrown out, "Let's Swamp 
North Carolina''. Go back to your chapters and communicate that 
the regional meetings are fun. 

. . 

R.ena ·extended' her many thanks to all who worked and 
helped with the spring meeting. 

The a,cceptance of the Bylaws was an important item on the 
agenda of the meeting; The Bylaws have been worked on twice 
by the Board and by the Committee in their formulation. A 
motion '.was made by Ralph Lewis, seconded by Joe Lynn, that 
the Bylaws as published in the April issue of Newscast be 
adopted. Motion carried. If there are suggestions for amendment 
in the future, they should be sent to Anne Lee. The bylaws :must 
be kept up to date and may need further work from time to time. 

The Registration Committee reported a registration of 67 
with 63 active members in attendance. 
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The Treasurer's report, previously given and accepted at the 
Board meeting was quoted, the balance on hand, as of this date, 
being $788.85. 

Recognition was given to the new secretary-we are glad 
to have such a capable one. 

The Budget Committee had no comment to make at this time. 
Fred Stephenson reported that the Judges Training School 

of May 14 was a success. Much work still remains to be done on 
the program but a start has been made. 

The Robins Chairmen, the Lewises, reported that this part of 
our program is going well but they would like to have more 
robins in flight. Tell your members to get in touch; all that is 
needed to get started is a short letter to the Robins Chairmen, 
giving a few facts about yourself and your garden. 

Joe Lynn made his report concerning the coming auctions for 
the region. He wishes to thank all members who participate in 
these sales and hopes the program will continue to be a source of 
revenue for the region and good pleasure to all who attend. 

Mr. O'Brien gave us a cheery "hello" with a second to the in­
vitation to come to Greensboro in 1966-"Bring a new member 
with you!" 

The Nominating Committee made the following report as 
a slate of officers for the coming year : 

Regional Vice-President ............ Rena Frantz 
Ass't. Regional Vice-President .... Frank Bennett 
Secretary .................... Roberta McMullin 
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Frank Sherrill 
Parliamentarian ................ Mrs. C. B. Helms 
Historian .......................... James Aultz 

Further nominations were called for from the floor for each 
office in turn. There being no further nominations, motion was 
made to close the nominations and a second was given. This 
motion carried. 

The slate of officers as presented by the nominating com­
mittee will appear in the Summer issue of Newscast and the en­

. tire membership will be asked to cast their ballots. 
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Rena reported that she was very proud and happy to be 
able to present to Mr. Claude C. O'Brien, the Distinguished 
Service Medal of the American Iris Society. She had accepted this 
medal in behalf of Mr. O'Brien at the National meeting in 
Memphis. 

The business meeting was adjourned. 

Fred Stephenson then turned the meeting over to Jeanne 
Price, who introduced the speaker for the evening, Dr. Wm. R. 
VanDresser, Coordinator of Chemical Pesticide Program, V.P.I., 
who presented a very educational program for public information 
on drugs, chemicals and pesticides. 

The home gardeners are the least informed and also have 
the least skills. We must find out what to use, what is the cheap­
est, what is the safest and how to store the materials and how to 
dispose of the containers. 

What materials do we really need? Fungicides, pesticides 
and herbicides. We should learn what the problem is, then decide 
what to get, where to get it and how to use it. The extension 
service in each county will have the information. This service 
also has slides, with scripts for their use, available for all groups. 
This program can be secured by writing to the Federal Extension 
Service, UTDA. Its name "Safe Use of Pesticides". 

We must know the chemicals. Many are sold under trade 
names. Look at the label for ingredients, for the safety in use in 
the home garden. Read the directions on how to use. Acquaint 
yourself with the needed equipment. Do we need respirators and 
gloves? What is the proper equipmnt? Is the material a spray, a 
powder or a wettable powder? 

Be sure to check price. Do not, under any circumstances, 
purchase opened or unlabeled containers. Use them as directed. 
Read the labels again and again. 

Control means "Kill." Read the labels before you buy and 
follow instructions and it will not be you. 

ROBERTA McMULLIN, Secretary 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 
AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY, REGION IV 

January 1, 1965 to May 1, 1965. 

RECEIPTS 

1-13 Balance from E. L. Poff .......... $1,551.59 
2-25 Mrs. Elmer J. Nifong, Newscast . . . . 1.00 
2-26 Browns Iris Garden, Newscast . . . . . 2.00 
3- 6 Mountaineer (W.Va.) Ch. Auction 14.00 
3-29 Z. G. Benson, Newscast 2 years . . . . 4.00 
4-20 Rena Frantz, Membership tapes . . . 7.50 

DISBURSEMENTS 

2-24 Rena Frantz, Various ............. 74.31 
2-24 Walters Printing Co., Newscast ... 253.80 
2-24 Bank of Cornelius, Checkbook ..... 1.73 
3-24 Treasurer Blue Ridge Chapter, Loan 100.00 
3-24 Rena Frantz, Various ............. 25.14 
3-29 A. I. S., Membership tapes ........ 11.25 
4-26 Mrs. A. W. Rice, Mailing Newscast 12.51 
4-26 'Walters Printing Co., Stationery ... 26.50 
4-26 Walters Printing Co., Newscast ... 286.00 

$1,580.09 

791.24 

BALANCE for report ...................... $788.85 

Check :f:/:105 outstanding . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.25 

BALANCE from Bank statement ........... 800.10 

FRANK SHERRILL, Treasurer 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

ADDRESS CHANGES 

C. & P. Chapter: 
Mrs. Eddie Griffin, 4412 Aspen Hill Rd., Rockville, Md. 
Mr. Floyd W. Wickenkamp, 6810 Glenmont St., Falls 

Church, Va. 22042 
Mr. & Mrs. W. D. Miller, 1757 Creek Crossing Rd., N.E., 

Vienna, Va. 22180 

NEW MEMBERS 

Blue Ridge: 
Mrs. Frank Dixon, Route 4, Lexington, Va. 24450 (secured 

by Mrs. Burt Cupp, 817 Thornhill Rd., Lexington, Va.) 
Mrs. Maryann Dixon, Route 5, Lexington, Va. 24450. 
Mrs. Carrie Link, Route 1, Natural Bridge, Va. 24578. 
Mrs. Lucille Cooper, Dogwood Lodge, Radford, Va. 24141. 

E.N.C.: 
Mrs. Joe A. Wier, 1605 Brookcliff Drive, Greensboro, N. C. 

27406. 
Mr. & Mrs. A. M. Fischer, 2308 Running Brook Drive, 

Greensboro, N. C. 27408. 

W.N.C.: 
Miss Gertrude Beam, Route 1, Box 340, Bessemer City, 

N. C. 28016 
Mrs. W.W. Beam, Route 1, Woodleaf, N. C. 27054. 

Norfolk: 
Mr. George Gilmer, Suites 3 & 4, Court Square Bldg., 

Charlottesville, Va. 22901. 

RENA KIZZIAR 
Regional Membership Chairman 
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REPORTS FROM THE CHAPTERS 
Annual Report 1965, Marydel Chapter 

We have held five regular meetings since last May, averag­
ing ten members present. Our membership- is swelled by a num­
ber of Mr. and Mrs. memberships. The ladies attend meetings· and 
husbands cooperate whenever they can. 

We hav_e planned and planted a public iris garden in 
Easton. A plaque was placed there this spring, denoting it was 
done by A. I. S. members. I might add that the bloom is going to 
be quite good for the first year. 

In September, we had an auction in Chestertown. $120.32 
cleared-$90.24 was sent to Region 4. 

In March, our chapter sponsored a bus trip to the National 
Capitol Flower Show. We had a capacity load and had a wonder­
ful day. 

This week we are doing an Educational Exhibit in the 
Maryland Federated Garden Club Show in Salisbury; Md. 

On May 18 and 21 we have planned tours of members' 
gardens. 

Our programs have been interesting. Esther Hillyer has 
many slides 6f iris and gardens. We are also studying the Judges 
Handbook under Esther's guidance. 

We have a committee working on plans for an auction this 
Summer. 

Our officers will remain in office : 

Chairman ............................ Elmira Purdy 
Vice-Chairman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Esther Hillyer 
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Muriel Glenn 
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Virgie Reed 
Membership . : ............... ; . Charlotte Hatcherson 
Publicity .............................. Viola Davis 

lS 

MRS. HENRY H. PURDY· 
Chapter Chairman 



Chesapeake and Potomac Chapter 

May 4, 1965 

Mrs. Rena Frantz, R.V.P., 
Salem, Virginia 

Dear Rena: 

I held off answering your letter of April Ist in the hopes 
that I would be able to attend the regional board meeting at 
6 :30 p.m., Friday, May 14th, at the Hotel Patrick Henry. Business 
will prevent this and Bud Bennett is in the same situation. 

I van Richmond has graciously agreed to act as my delegate. 

Concise reports are my specialty. We had a very successful 
dinner meeting at the Evans Farm Inn in Virginia on April 10th. 
There were 57 members in attendance, lots of nice door prizes 
and a fine slide show put on by Doctor Nearpass after the dinner. 

Our chapter tour is scheduled for May 22nd and will include 
outlying gardens in the Burtonsville and Baltimore areas. 

Our annual auction is scheduled for June 27th at a location 
yet to be determined. 

My best wishes to you and the other board members. 

Most sincerely, 
EDW. S. FOWLER, Chairman 

Norfolk Chapter 
May 12, 1965 

Norfolk Chapter began 1964-1965 with a meeting on June 
15th. 

Rena Kizziar reported briefly on new iris seen at the Re­
gional meeting in Silver Spring, Maryland. Anne Lee commented 
on the popularity of the new "orange" iris seen at the Chicago 
meeting and the use of companion plants as well as suitable 
s·tatuary. 

Plans were made for the Auction to be held on July 19 in the 
garden of Mrs. T. B. Holland. The auction was successful, fun 
and rewarding. 
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The fall meeting was held on September 21. Mrs. Fred G. 
Ward displayed the Chapter History and asked that members 
contribute all suitable material. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray T. Hux were introduced as new members. 

Members voted to contribute $130.00 to the Regional treas­
ury. 

As a gesture of support and participation in the Federation 
of Garden Clubs Christmas Show, a quarter page advertisement 
in the Souvenir Program was subscribed. 

Ronald Harris was again appointed Chairman of Auction to 
be held in July 1965. 

Plans were made to assemble a slide collection of new var­
ieties and regional gardens for rental to other organizations for 
program material. This proved to be a successful venture. We 
were not able to fill many requests due to conflicting dates. We 
hope to enlarge the plan this winter. 

It was announced that Mickey Kirby's name is now on the 
Speaker's List for Norfolk Federation of Garden Clubs. We hope 
to stimulate interest and add some new members from the ranks 
of local gardeners. 

Mr. Ronald Harris showed slides of the regional tour and 
the Chicago meeting. 

Chapter members enjoyed a "Howling Halloween" at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Harris. Dr. Anne Lee appearing as 
"WitchDoctor" won first prize. Mrs. Upshur Wilson as "Gypsy 
Jewel" won second prize and Mickey Kirby as "Dancing Bride" 
was third. Seventeen members participated. We shall repeat 
this year with "added attractions" I 

The new year began with a meeting on January 18. Only 
dedicated Irisarians ventured out that cold and snowy night. 

Dr. Lee stressed new members as usual. She said Iris bloom 
season is the ideal time to entice prospects-Irises sell themselves 
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so eloquently. She mentioned Irises other than Tall Bearded and 
suggested that more be grown and shown to the public. 

Rena Kizziar has recently been appo·inted Median Repre­
s.entative in Region 4. She grows many dwarfs and medians and 
is presently on tour in the middle west with the "Medianites". 

We enjoyed a showing of our set of rental slides. Everyone 
agreed the 101 slides are outstanding and excellent program ma­
terial. 

Our spring meeting was held on March 15th. Because of con­
flict with college attendance, Rena Kizziar is now Corresponding 
Secretary and Mickey Kirby replaces her as Recording Secretary. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. R. Daughety and Mr. C. C. Burgess were 
welcomed as new members. 

Norfolk will be host of the Regional meeting in 1967. 

Plans were to present a program during bloom season on 
"Flower Arranging Featuring Iris" for the Garden Clubs of the 
City Federation. 

Mrs. Fred G. Ward gave us a program on Median Iris. She 
used a poster to vividly depict the classifications in the Median 
section. A showing of slides from Mr. Earl Roberts and Mrs. 
Alta·· Brown awakened interest in the new color combinations 
and growth habits of this phase of Iris culture. 

On May 10th, Mrs. J. R. Ca.hen, a noted National Council 
Judge and a member of our Chapter, gave a demonstration of 
Flower Arranging Featuring Iris at the Garden Center Educa­
tional Building. She made Chinese and Japanese arrangements 
demonstrating the beauty of Iris in designs requiring very little 
plant material. 

Norfolk Chapter has enjoyed "IRIS~TI$" this. year. Our 
group. is congenial and cooperative in all activities. Seven new 
members were added and our losses were few. We anticipate 
~.teady .growth and increased interest.in .the Tidewater area.. 

DR. ANNE L. LEE, Chapter Chairman; 
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Convention Guests Visit Gardens 
THE RENA FRANTZ GARDEN 

by Ralph & Helen Lewis 

The 1965 Roanoke meeting of Region IV of the American 
Iris Society was notable, among many other things, for the high 
level of excellence of all the gardens visited. None was more 
charming or contained a finer and more varied collection of iris 
than that of our Regional Vice President. 

As we entered the garden a group of the smaller bordt;r iris 
gave a pleasing overture and enabled us to see varieties that are 
not too well known or too widely grown hereabouts. 

The next stage of the garden exhibited many of the best of 
varieties of past seasons, and finally, in three beds, was .a col­
lection of as fine a group of new iris as one could hope to find 
anywhere. Of course all varieties were not at peak and some not 
yet in bloom, but overall we were fortunate in catching just 
about the height of the bloom season. 

It is impossible to cover all those seen and we are giving 
our own impressions which will differ somewhat from those of 
any other garden visitor. However, here are some comments by 
varieties and pretty much in the order in which we saw them. 
Among the short ones Apricot Dancer was true to its name and 
had excellent form and substance; Jungle Shadows was an odd 
and intriguing dark iris-a mixture of violet, gray and brown, odd 
but charming. Fine older standard varieties that were making a 
nice show included Snow Goddess (which we consider the top 
white for performance in the South), Blue Sapphire, Fleeta, 
Cream Crest, Big Game, Frost and Flame, Lavish Lady, Grand 
Teton, Toast and Honey, Caribou Trail, Full Reward, Harbor 
Blue, Salem and still the nearest black of all, Deep Black. 

Lloyd Zurbrigg's Beatrice Joynt' ('65) was one of the finest 
blues we have ever seen. A medium blue on the dark side, it has 
great carrying power and fidelity of color. Form and substance 
were excellent. For us personally it is a "must have". 
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Crystal Blue was another most excellent blue that we covet. 
This was notable for color clarity as well as general all around 
excellence of form, substance and style. 

Harlan, a new and large dark blue from the Hinkle garden, 
attracted a lot of attention. It was big, well formed, and excel­
lently substanced and had nice color qualities. 

Daughter Marlene, planted near Harlan, was a lighter blue, 
very true as to color and beautifully formed. 

Tar Heel, Loleta Powell's deep blue-black was, as ever, 
charming and a truly fine iris. There are good iris coming from 
our own Region IV breeders. 

Allegiance and Deep Space both were giving a fine perform­
ance and are our choice for the bluest of the deep blues. 

Other nice blues in bloom for the meeting were Helen 
Traube!, Islander, Crystal River, Sylvan Stream, Broadmeadow, 
Van Cliburn, and Chet Tompkins' deep blue violet (black) Rum­
bling Thunder which was really putting on a show. We have 
never seen it better grown. 

Moldovan's Sterling Silver was in excellent bloom and surely 
sets a very high standard of overall excellence in an iris. 

Winter Olympics, Arctic Fury and Henry Shaw were three 
fine whites that showed to full advantage. 

One of the unusual irises seen was R. Stephenson's 1964 
introduction Mamaguin, brown-red, tightly closed standards and 
flaring black (red-black) falls rich in velvet and adorned with a 
bright gold beard. Unusual, striking, and attractive. 

Among the fine pinks shown, we were especially attracted 
to College Queen, D. Hall's 1964 introduction, and to Court 
Ballet, Esther Fay and One Desire. 

Commentary, a blend with tan standards and tan-bordered 
violet falls did not particularly strike our fancy but we were very 
definitely in the minority on this. 

Amigos Guitar was branched high in a season when branch­
ing has been anything but good. Its unusual color combination of 
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tan standards and violet falls was charming and attracted a lot 
of attention. 

Western Welcome, J. Nelson '63 was an excellent big golden 
brown that showed lots of class. 

Carolina Ruby (Powell) surely upheld its claim to being 
one of the top reds, and here is one that was bred in this section 
and will give excellent performance here. 

Several of the varieties that Paul Cook derived from his 
progenitor breeding were giving an excellent performance-Miss 
Indiana our personal favorite, Whole Cloth, Emma Cook, Pretty­
field and Toll Gate. 

\Ve have never seen Orange Parade better than it was look­
ing here in Rena's garden. 

Our only regret is that space limitations to this report as 
well as limited amounts of time and strength do not allow us to 
do justice to the many, many other superb iris so well grown in 
this fine garden. This one alone would have made our trip worth 
while. Combined with all the rest, it made the 1965 Region IV 
meeting an experience we will long remember. 

"LANDSEND"-GARDEN AND HOME 
OF FRANCES AND ALLEN BROWN 

By Bill Kelley 

Highlight of Region IV Garden Tours was Landsend Iris 
Gardens. To those who attended the Regional meeting, no more 
need be said. Others should know that all of the gardens in the 
Roanoke Area, were lovely, wonderful, excellent-in my humble 
opinion, superior to the Memphis Gardens. 

The lovely home of Frances and Allen is situated on the 
crest of a ridge and while the house dominates the area, yet it 
appears as though it might have just grown there among the 
many shade trees. One has the feeling of entering into a world 
of beauty, charm, serenity, as you walk up the driveway and the 
world behind is gradually obscured by the trees and shrubs. Iris 
are everywhere and it is difficult to know where to start. Really, 
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it matters not where you start because you will be back--:-not 
once-but several times to each location. 

As you approach the house there are beds of lovely iris 
beyond and slightly to the right of the driveway. Before you can 
begin to comprehend what is before you your eyes catch a glimpse 
of beds in back of the house so beautiful as to be magnetic in 
their appeal. On the other side of the house there is a formal 
garden almost devoid of iris influence but beautiful with its 
pansies, begonias and many other perennials that were on this 
day neglected in the rush of getting to and from the large urn 
shaped bed of very choice iris in front of this formal area and 
the rows and rows of seedlings and other iris in back of this area. 
In the fields back of it all are seedlings and more seedlings. 
While we have referred repeatedly to the plantings as being in 
beds, this is a misnomer. In reality they are beautifully landscaped 
plots that take advantage of all the area that has sufficient sun­
light for good iris growth. As usual, Frances' iris were well grown 
and the beds and plants were meticulously cared for. Spacing in 
this garden is very good with sufficient room around each 
planting to separate it for best viewing and picture taking. 

Of the newer iris, I was especially fond of Skywatch (C. 
Benson '64) listed as a lavender self, yet to me it shaded some­
what to the blue side. It has conical standards and broad falls 
that overlap and flare to give an appearance of billowy waves. 
Morning Breeze (Fay '63), which was excellent in this garden, 
or Champagne Music (Fay '64), which was not open, are destined 
to replace Rippling Waters (Fay '60) as one of the favorites in 
my own garden. Mission Sunset (Mission Gardens '63), is well 
named with its golden glow of orange and apricot, with a pink 
cast and a touch of chartreuse. Difficult to describe is this iris, 
which-like the sunset-has changing hues. City of Porterville 
(Schortman's '64) is a purple worthy of being in anyone's garden. 
While it is tall, it is also so well branched that it gives the ap­
pearance of needing that height to show the bloom at its best. 
Congo Song (Christensen '63) rates first in my book of the "near­
est to black" and it upheld that rating in Frances' garden. Dream 
Maiden (E. Smith '63) is a very pleasing soft yellow on the gold 
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side with lacy and fluffy standards and falls. It is on my "must 
have" list. Floradora Flounce (Gibson '64) is a different, and 
pleasing plicata, with metallic light brown standards and creamy 
white falls, peppered with nutmeg brown. Add to this an orange 
beard and plenty of ruffling for a most unusual plicata. Also in 
the excellent class belongs Lunar Fire (Hall '63); a golden 
amber; Bayadere (0. Brown '62), a lacy metallic brown with 
flaring falls; College Queen (Hall '64), much improved pink with 
frills and ruffles and size and texture; Goodness (S. Babson '62) 
a fluted white with light blue beard, a white good enough to 
demand a place along with Poets Dream, Piety, Henry Shaw, 
Curl'd Cloud, Celestial Snow. 

The way Francis Brown grows her iris, almost everything 
approaches the excellent to very good categories. A few of the 
new, but not quite so very new ones that were excellent in this 
garden, were Blush Pink (Hall '59), Bravado (Hall '59), Court 
Ballet (Moldovan '60), Full Dress (0. Brown '60), Full Voltage 
(Tompkins '60), Golden Masterpiece (E. Smith '58), Miss Indiana 
(Cook '61), Orange Parade (Hamblen '61), Poets Dream (0 
Brown '58), Real Delight ("Waters '60), Rippling Waters (Fay 
'60). 

The omission of any variety from the above list is not 
necessarily a negative report. Some had finished blooming and 
a few late ones were not yet open. Time and space does not per­
mit an inclusion of all the beauties of Landsend. We have not 
touched on the "Very good" and "good" listing we made. In 
fact, not all "excellent" are in the above listing. Missing is 
Jeanette Nelson's bitone Smart Set which must be in this select 
grouping. And then there was Valhalla (Craig '62), a tall lobelia 
violet that had five well spaced blooms open on one stalk. A 
few varieties had finished and some late ones had not yet opened. 

With apologies to all (except Moldovan), I name Court 
Ballet as queen of the garden. Always lovely, it was never better 
that here. 

We cannot leave this garden without comment on Frances' 
seedlings and new introductions. With so many good seedlings 
and the necessity of growing for increase the iris in these beds 
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are planted much closer together and this adds to the difficulty of 
selecting the best. Worthy of an H. C. in this judge's opinion are: 
61--36B, an improved Amethyst Flame, being more of a self with 
some rose influence and an unusual good beard tipped rose.; 
61-131, a different yellow that glistens in the sunlight bringing 
out a trace of both chartreuse and tan in its coloring. Add to 
this flaring falls and excellent overall ru£fling for a beautiful new 
yellow. 61-144, a tall well branched apricot blended with tan that 
is most pleasing; 62-05, a very clean self including beard in the 
salmon-tan color range; 62-0SB, a new pink of cleanness and 
clarity of color. With its flaring form and excellent ruffling, this 
is a most attractive and desirable iris. 

Miss Virginia (Frances Brown '65) A lovely amoena with 
new blood lines worthy of comparison with any of the Whole 
Cloth derivatives. It has satin white standards and rosy violet 
falls for a pleasing contrast. Color, form, substance, stalk and 
branching are all superior to the 1962 Dykes Medal winner, 
Whole Cloth. 

Dainty Ingalee (Frances Brown '65) is on my "must have'.' 
list. Tried unsuccessfully last year to acquire this one when it was. 
only 61-11. The standards are an exquisite light orchid with' 
deeper orchid styles. The falls could be described as light orchid 
with an extremely large white patch or as satin white falls with 
a deep edging of light orchid. Beautiful it is regardless of de­
scription. The falls glisten as though they had been dusted with 
star dust. The standards are closed and the falls are extremely 
crimped, yet, because of the heavy substance in this flower, there 
is not a trace of the wilted or scorched look seen in many of the 
heavily crimped iris. The medium size bloom and below average 
height add to the daintiness of this lovely iris. Unless you are an 
advocate of taller and bigger iris, you cannot go wrong in putting 
Dainty Ingalee in you garden. It is destined as one of those iris 
that will slow and maybe reverse the trend to bigness. 

As you leave the beauty of this garden, the warmth and 
charm of this home and the hospitality and cordiality of your 
hosts, Frances and Allen Brown, you know that, God willing, you 

. will be back next year. Hope to see you there. 



THE STEPHENSON GARDEN-ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 
Anne L. Lee 

No wonder Fred Stephenson sports a slim and trim boyish 
figure! His garden, located on a steep incline, does not only re­
quire good planting, but quite a bit of muscle power just to walk 
around in it ! 

As you appi"oach, you see the house occupying the center 
portion of the lot. A driveway to it is flanked on both sides by a 
retaining wall and a perennial border, featuring iris, sweet 
william, painted daisies, and varied other plant material, making 
a gay display and a nice transition to the expanse of lawn beyond 
it. The driveway leads to a spacious patio where bright roses add 
an attractive note. ke cold lemonade on the patio was most re­
freshing. There was also an elaborate display of Fred's project 
of embryo culture. Step by step it showed the novice how to pro­
ceed. It even showed a tiny seedling sprouting in a test tube. 

The house has an interesting foundation planting. The usual 
evergreens are here and there substituted by various hosta lilies 
and sedums. 

As the lot climbs higher beyond the house, another retaining 
wall, covered with honeysuckle which Fred shears to a neat greel'l 
tapestry, leads to the west level of the garden. 

A fascinating rock garden stretches along the top of the wall 
and up the hillside. Rustic steps lead to a still-higher level. An 
expanse of lawn greets you here. The rock garden features most 
interesting plants, among them a number of wild flowers. Step­
ping stones allow for close inspection. There are various kinds of 
mint, heuchera, and opuntia, veronicas, and pinks. A fascinating 
wild clematis and a clump of dutch and siberian iris are placed 
here and there. The lawn has a picnic area and barbecue, and it is 
easy to imagine that Fred and his family spend many leisure 
hours here. Fruit trees and dogwoods frame this delightful part 
of the garden. Near the border of the garden are grapevines and 
a propagating frame complete with controlled mist. 

A white floribunda rose hedge encloses the lot on the other 
side, forming a nice backdrop for the neatly laid out rectangular 
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iris beds that occupy this portion of the garden. The uppermost 
bed features most of Fred's newest additions, like Rocket Rust, 
In Orbit, Royal Fanfare, Flashing Gem, Pacific Panorama, and 
many more. 

Bed after bed in geometrical order enhance the hillside. The 
center beds feature a bird bath and peonies. 

I would not venture a guess as to how many iris are grown 
in this garden, but a great number of older varieties are grown 
here to perfection. · 

The lower level of the garden is occupied by a well-tended 
vegetable garden, and here a big bed of Frances Brown's seed­
lings sets a gay border before the flowering shrubs of weigelias, 
lilacs, and hydrangeas that separate the garden from the highway. 

This is not only a lovely garden but one that truly reflects 
the owner's personality. 

(Ed. Note) Our Anne Lee is so well informed that it certainly 
shows up the ignorance of some of the rest of us. In editing, 
.I was somewhat amazed to find that Fred grows heuchera 
and opuntia. After a brief consultation, it seems that Fred 
was also amazed. So, like a good editor, I looked in my little 
book, and what do you know? Fred has a crop of coral bells 

· and cactus in his rock garden ! 

THE GARDEN OF MRS. MILDRED TRENT 
Ivan Richmond 

This is a rather new garden situated on a gen•tle slope and 
I am sure it will be one of our finest gardens in the years to come, 
which is not meant to downgrade its present condition which is 
very e-ood. 

One bed in particular had many of the . old favorites which 
we have known for many years and it was good to see them again; 
such as Sable Night, Frances Craig, Raspberry Ribbon, Summer 
Song, Violet Harmony, Palomino, Happy Birthday, Mary Ran~ 
dall, Empress Eugenie, Inca Chief, Snow Goddess· and Lynn 
H~. . 

· Among the newer irises was a large clump of Whole Cloth 
and one of Edenife. Also seen were Ruby Lips and Spring Witch;. 
ery with its blue beard. 



Especially fine groups noticed were Allegiance, Apple Valley, 
Ruby Mine, Real Delight, Sun Chariot and Pink Ripples. 

This garden also will be remembered as the place where 
our bus had trouble turning around and had to call for help. 

We are looking forward to visiting this garden again in the 
near future. 

MRS. JOHN McCOY AND MRS. C. P. STEPHENSON 
GARDENS 

Mrs. Henry H. Purdy 

When we got off the bus at Mrs. John McCoy's home, the 
cool shade of the pine trees was a revelation. This is a restful 
garden where one can enjoy the blooms and still not broil in 
the sun that makes them grow so well. The double white clematis, 
twining in the lower canes of a climbing rose, drew me like a 
beacon as I entered her garden. Ajuga, snow-in-summer and other 
perennial rock plants bloomed in the bed that encircles the rear of 
her home. From here, Mrs. McCoy's yard rises gently to the 
iris beds. Curls of Gold and Fleeta glowed in the bright sunshine. 
Congo Song's rich tones seemed like wine. In the frostier tones, 
Blue Linen had one superb stalk and Tegren Sea was eleganitly 
aloof. Crinkled Beauty's orchid loveliness is unbelievable. Again 
I must mention clematis. A beautiful royal blue one on a trellis 
behind the iris. 

Whoops! ! ! I'm in Mrs. C. P. Stephenson's garden. From the 
McCoy to the Stephenson garden is an example of the attraction 
of opposites. The Stephenson garden is a broad open vista in full 
sunshine. The iris border continues unbroken from the McCoy's. 
Against a white rail fence, Henry Shaw, king of the tour, was in 
full glory. Licorice Stick's dark beauty held my arttention.Chin­
quapin . glowed ·like an ember in the sun. Here again, Crinkled 
Beauty is so lovely. Foaming Seas is so truly named and Am­
ethyst Flame can hold it's own in any garden. Over in the far 
corner of the yard, darling puppies delighted a number ·of the 
irisarians. I'm ·sure I've not done justiCe to either of these gar­
deri.s. Both were charming in their completely different settings. 



AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY MEETING, REGION IV, 
ROANOKE, VIRGINIA, MAY 14-16, 1965 

Charley Reynolds 

It was fabulous-it was wonderful! It was the 1965 Region 
4 meeting of the American Iris Society in Roanoke, Virginia. It 
was the first one I had attended but it will not be the last ! 

The irises we saw were wonderful. I have a long list of new 
and beautiful ones, as well as slides I took. I haven't yet come 
down to earth and will bend anybody's ear who will spend five 
minutes to listen to me. 

The trip from Richmond was leisurely and beautiful, espe­
cially as we neared the mountains. The weaither was perfect the 
entire week end with enough sunshine so that my wife got 
freckles on her nose! Even the bus getting stuck had its compen­
sations for I bet my wife the jeep truck would get it out. Incident­
ally I never have collected yet!* 

I was invited to attend the board meeting oh Friday evening 
and found it very informative and interesting. I learned a lot 
about the work necessary to run Regional 4, as well as something 
of what it takes to publish the "Newscast." The meal which pre­
ceded the meeting was excellent with unlimited amounts of coffee. 
It was most inspiring and I want to thank Rena Frantz for the 
opportunity of being present. 

The Friday evening social was wonderful also. I had a chance 
to meet many of the people whose articles I had read and enjoyed. 
It was a pleasure for us to meet such folk as Mr. and Mrs. Claude 
C. O'Brien, Mr. and Mrs. Al Fischer, the Joe Lynns, Dr. and Mrs. 
Zurbrigg and to enjoy their musical talents. I don't want to for­
get to mention two of the outstanding leaders of Region 4-Fred 
Stephenson and the lovely Rena Frantz. Both are hard working 
and, I rather think, overworked at times. 

P.S. *Honest, he will collect! May I add ditto to all the above­
it wa.s truly a wonderful experience for us both! Sue S. Reynolds 
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Then from our trip last May 9 to Norfolk, I was able to renew 
acquaintances with such iris friends as Dr. Anne Lee, Mrs. Munn, 
the Wades, and Ronnie Harris. I am glad we all wore badges 
with our names-I only hope I can remember them! I don't be­
lieve any of us will forget the wonderful and irresistible Jeanne 
Price! 

Saturday was a day I don't think I will" ever .forget. We saw 
more beautiful irises and wond~rful garde11s and homes than I 
ca11 begin to tell about or to take in .. I was a busy man trying to 
take close-ups and then switching lenses to get wide angl~ 
pictures. On one occasion at least I forgot to take the lens cover 
c:>ff-that should be a good one! My "want" list is long but, alas, 
I want more than I have room for-or can.afford! 

. Fred .Stephenson had a way of quietly popping up to ask 
some of the folk, more knowledgeable than I, to write up these 
gardens I am sure you will hear some glowing reports in News­
cast. 

The Saturday evening banquet was marvelous. Even with 
tired feet, I enjoyed it, as weH as the entire evening. I don't know 
when I have seen so much delicious food or eaten so heartily. 
The slides of the Memphis meeting were beautiful and well ex­
plained. We both regret we missed seeing the gardens at Buena 
Vista and Lynchburg. 

We are both ·looking forward to the convention next year at 
Greensboro. I hope to see all of you there ! 

Note: We must admit to inside information concerning the "pig 
in the poke" purchased by Marge Murray, but we disclaim any 
knowledge whatsoever as to who put the rose-colored glasses on 
Charley Reynolds. May lie continue lo wear them! · 

(signed) Lovely Rena and Irresistible Jeanne 



--

JUDGES' TRAINING A SUCCESS 

Interest and participation in our first attempt at Judges' 
Training in connection with a Region 4 Meeting exceeded all 
expectations. The purpose of the at·tempt has been fully realized 
in that we now know that there is considerable interest, not only 
from those interested in becoming Judges, but from those pri­
marily interested in growing and knowing better irises. It is en­
couraging enough to cause us to accelerate plans for a real com­
prehensive Judges' Training Program for Region 4. 

28 paid participants were present with a large number from 
outside the Roanoke area. Included were several non-members 
seeking more information on the iris. This type activity should 
build up our membership with the type people we need to recruit. 

The morning was devoted to the discussion of Exhibition 
Judging by Rena Frantz. Practice Judging was participated in by 
those present. Considerable discussion ensued but generally those 
present agreed on the same flower. Score sheets were used by 
each participant. 

Your Judges' Training Chairman did a pinch-hit job of 
covering balloting and other responsibilities of Judges. Following 
this Mr. C. C. O'Brien discussed garden judging from the stand­
point <>f the iris plant. Desirable as well as undesirable character­
istics were given and explained extremely well. 

Frances Brown discussed the iris flower, covering such items 
as color, form, substance, etc. This phase of the course stimulated 
many questions and much discussion. Following this phase of 
instruction we left the classroom and went into the garden for 
some practical experience. 

0, yes, in case you are wond·ering about food, we had a 
delicious snack lunch prepared by some local members. No 
formal lurich hour was observed since interest was so high that 

··discussion continued. whjle munching on sandwiches. 



In the garden of Mrs. Brown a group of ten iris clumps 
wvere pre-judged by our Judges and labels were obscured so the 
iris would be unknown to those doing practice judging. After 
each member of the class completed his scoring he had the op­
portunity to compare his results with the "experts". Some in­
teresting discussions developed. As a whole the scores were 
fairly close to the Judges' point score but some of us were away 
out in "left-field" on some plants. This, far from being dis­
couraging, pointed out that different judges will see the same 
iris differently. This is a healthy condition in that it insures that 
we shall always have iris that are different. 

Very shortly you will be hearing details of our new Judges' 
Training plans which, we feel, will be a step toward better under­
standing and appreciation of good irises. If you have suggestions 
as to things you would like to see included please let us know. 

An article by William G. McGarvey entitled "Garden Judging 
of Tall Bearded Irises" was used as a basis for the garden por­
tion of our training. We have a few copies of this article along 
with the two scoring sheets which we shall be glad to distribute 
to those desiring it. These are bound in a folder and covers the 
more important phases of Garden Judging. If you will sent $1.00 
to cover reproduction costs and handling we will mail a copy to 
anyone requesting one as long as the supply holds out. We do 
not plan to reproduce any additional copies, so it is being dis­
tributed on a first come, first served basis. 

F. G. STEPHENSON, Chairman 
Judges' Training Program 
Region 4 A.LS. 
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ABOVE AND BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY 
Rena Frantz 

There are many fine and lovable people ~n our Region. There 
are many whom I hold in high esteem, but there is one gentleman, 
often affectionately referred to as "Mr. Iris of Region IV", who 
has long held first place in my heart. You already know to whom 
I refer-our former R. V. P., former member of the National 
Board, Claude C. O'Brien. 

vVe are all cognizant of the fact that Claude has done more 
for Region IV than any other individual. His contribution is not 
only recognized in the region but nationally as well. 

At the banquet which closed the convention in Memphis, it 
was my pride and privilege to accept for Claude, the Distin­
guished Service Medal of the American Iris Society. This is the 
highest honor which can be bestowed by our organization and 
one that is reserved for the very few who stand tall above the 
rest of us in loyalty, dedication and accomplishment. As Larry 
Gaulter said to me afterwards. "I'd rather have it than the 
Dykes". 

Congratulations, Claude! We all love you. May we have the 
privilege of your good companionship and wise counsel for many 
years to come! 

LEWISBURG GARDEN TOUR 
F. G. Stephenson 

Sunday, May 23rd, was a day made to order for a tour of 
the iris gardens of this lovely section of Region 4. The lateness 
of the bloom in this area provides a fitting climax to the iris 
season in that most of us have seen and decided upon the iris we 
like or dislike. Here again we have our interest rekindled and are 
not quite so sure about our choice since the iris performs differ­
ently here in the mountains. 

Around forty iris lovers from the surrounding area made a 
visit to this, our newest Region 4 Chapter, Greenbriar Cha!>'ter. 

· While most of the gardners here are new in AIS, we were most 
surprised to fincf many; many good iris of recent vintage not 

32 



found in gardens more frequently visited. Enthusiasm seemed to 
be the most abounding product found here and I am sure we shall 
be hearing great things from these members. 

The tour started in the garden of Mrs. W. W. Collins. As 
are most of the gardens in the area, this is a small garden but 
boasts some lovely iris. Three lovely irises unknown to the 
writer were Lace Flounces, Party Petticoats, and Bronze Armour. 
A fine specimen of Fox Charm was also seen. This garden in­
cludes several of the better earlier varieties. 

The garden of Mrs. T. vV. Henry was next on the tour. Mrs. 
Henry has been growing irises for many years but is becoming 
more interested in the newer ones. The grand vegetable garden 
here drew attention as did the refreshing drinks. 

Only a short distance around the corner and up the street 
we visited the home of Mr. and Mrs. Killoran. This garden con­
tains few iris but what are here are extremely well grown. A 
most lovely setting is provided and along with the iris are a 
number of interesting flowering plants. This garden holds great 
promise. Featured here is a "HIS and HERS" bird bath formed in 
natural stone. 

The garden of Mr. and Mrs. W. J. McLaughlin shows very 
plainly the personality of the owners. Everything is so nicely 
groomed and shows that great care goes out to the iris which is 
truly the favorite here. A large number of good iris are dis­
played. Quite a few came from the Centennial Garden. I lost my 
notes on the iris growing here but I believe this garden boasts one 
of the largest percentages of the newer ones. It is an example of 
what can be done with a small area as this home is right on the 
main street. 

Now we double back to the home of Mrs. C. W. Lewis which 
is close to those on the first part of the tour. We are greeted by a 
beautiful bed of "tulips". Of course, these were plastic but filled 
a place and created a flowery atmosphere to this neatly kept 
home. My wife would not believe these were not the real thing. 
On the cool patio to the rear of the house we were treated to re­
freshments that carried out the iris theme. Surrounding the back 
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garden area were well kept beds of many iris spanning a number 
of years. These put on a display that was most delightful. A 
subject of interest in this garden was a hawthorn tree which WCJ.s 
most unfamilar to most of those on the tour but brought back a 
bit of nostalgia to me as this tree or bush was in abundance 
around my childhood home. 

Back across town we go until we reach the home of Mrs. 
Dively. We are led out to a screened porch overlooking a 
spacious garden area that looked more like a park. This cool 
grassy area is dotted with beautiful apple trees and is closed 
around about with border beds backed with pines and other 
shrubs. Irises are not too numerous here but the setting holds 
great promise of what we may expect as the owner becomes more 
involved in the growing of the iris. The view from the porch is 
almost as refreshing as walking on the lush carpet of grass in 
the garden. 

As a climax we now go to the garden of Bill Kelley. It would 
take pages and pages to describe this garden. The setting in 
itself is of great beauty but the display garden surrounded by the 
rail fence is something to delight any lover of the iris. Here in 
nicely curved beds we find the choicer irises displayed in a well 
marked and uncrowded manner. Now here is one better able to 
study and appreciate the individual plant and flower. To the rear 
of this area is another section containing a border of many iris not 
usually seen. Here Caramel Sundae (Zurbrigg) grows to an as­
tounding height of over 40 inches. Breath O'Killarney (Mrs. 
O'Brien) really put on a display. 

To the rear of this is Bill's bulk area. Here in nicely arranged 
beds is his stock where he can dig iris without disturbing his 
display area. To the side is the seedling "patch". In this we 
noted several most interesting creations. Perhaps Bill will have 
something for us in the near future. At least two showed great 
promise. 

After partaking of cooling refreshments it was with much 
reluctance that we had to head home but there was the great 
promise of next year and great expectations for a return visit to 

__ G:rt!enbriar hospitality. 
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IRIS IMPRESSIONS - 1965 

Odell Julander, R.V.P., Region 12 

My iris season this year started in Birmingham, Alabama ; 
then on to Memphis and the national convention, hence to Utah 
for the longest and coolest iris season I can remember- a de­
lightful year. 

In Birmingham, "Brilliant Star" with its well formed flowers 
appeared to be outstanding in the white with red beard class. 
"Little Gremlin", also caught my fancy. 

At the convention gardens in and about Memphis two iris 
beckoned me from several gardens. "Ultrapoise", with its deep 
yellow flowers so well spaced and often with four open; and 
"Cross Country", an upstanding ruffled pale blue. These two, 
along with the delightful "Charmed Land," seemed to be at their 
peak and standing fresh in the warmth of Tennessee. Other 
equally good iris may have been past their peak and thus not 
able to compete. "Gracie Pfost'', was a magnificent queen of the 
Memphis iris show. 

Being a forester, the great oak trees in and around the 
southern gardens claimed part of my attention. The most lasting 
impression of my southern visit, however, was the friendliness 
and the Southern hospitality-particularly of the Blue Ridge Clan 
from Region 4 and vicinity. 

A late frost nipped many of our iris here in Utah, but those 
not damaged staged a show here in Provo. "Martel," regal in its 
velvet robes, stood up well in all weather. "LeGrande Azul," a 
blue being introduced by Tel this year, did well. "Luxury Line," 
with its flaring falls and bright beard and brushed shoulders, add­
ed an unusal touch to our gardens, "Dancing Veil," to us a new 
blue trimmed plicata of excellent form and good branching, is a 
stiff competitor in its class. "Be>in Vivant," (a sort-of-big-brother­
to-"Gypsyi-Lullaby" type) made bold appearances for the first 
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time in Provo. "Lilac Champagne," tall, well branched, ruffled 
would add a touch of distinction to any garden. 

"Marie Phillips" and "Ever and Ever" contested "Rose 
Hermosa" for length of blooming season in my garden. (Marie 
won.) "Pink Lure" is holding its last blooms while "Luzon 
Crosby," a wide ruffled tan-pink revived my waning spirits by 
opening three full flowers yesterday, June 15th. Thus ends the 
blooms for 1965. In 1966 watch for "Fountain Blue," a terrific 
flower from Melba Hamblin and "Orange Vista" (Mayberry) a 
delightful laced orange in Tel's garden. 

Hope you all stay happy until next spring. 

Ed. Note: It is an honor to publish the foregoing contribution 
written for Region IV Newscast by the distinguished Dr. 
Julander, Research Scientist and member of the graduate faculty 
of Brigham Young University. Despite his many accomplish­
ments in his professional field, Dell's warmth and friendliness 
as a person is even more impressive. Also impressive is Triton, a 
handsome blue iris which Tell introduced for him in 1963. It 
was blooming beautifully in Jake Scharff's garden at Memphis. 
Honestly, Dell, it would have stopped me cold in my tracks even 
if you hadn't tripped me right in front of the clump! 

36 



PERCENTAGE OF FIRST YEAR BLOOM 

by Earl W. Thomson 

Since my retirement in 1959 as Senior Professor of the 
United States Naval Academy the growing of irises has been my 
No. 1 hobby. In 1964 I made a major change in the iris beds of 
my Annapolis garden, and in the process purchased rhizomes 
from Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania, Washington and Cali­
fornia, and incidentally made a number of intra-garden changes. 
It seemed an excellent time to check on costs and to see if the 
origin of the rhizomes made any appreciable difference in the 
growth or blooming the following spring. 

Here are first the results as to the cost in terms of catalog 
price, the latter being taken from Schreiner or Cooley: 

Percent of 
Source Catalog Cost 

C. and P. Auction Sale . . . . . . 21% 

Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 % 

Pennsylvania . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27.5% 

Washington . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . 32% 

California . .. .. .. . . . . .. .. .. . 32% 

Total ................ 26% 

No. Received 
(Order + Extras) 

32 

13 

9 

11 

13 

78 

The first conclusion is that there seems to be no reason to 
pay full catalog prices for rhizomes in the $2.00 to $15.00 class 
if you investigate the various offers. The advantages of an auction 
are cheapness and the thrill of bidding, the disadvantage is that 
too often you don't get the irises that you want. The Virginia 
rhizomes were in a 12 for $5 sale, and the values and varieties 
were excellent; the California buy was ort the basis of one-third 
catalog, with an added cost per rhizome which was offset by 
the extras sent (note 32% vs. 33.3%); the Washington purchase 
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was at 50% catalog less 10% for orders before June 1, with 
several extras, (these were the largest rhizomes I have ever re­
ceived); the Pennsylvania order was on a net basis with several 
high value extras. 

In ordering it is always advantageous to attach a list of 
irises you would like to have in the same price range for in­
clusion of replacements or extras. But do not include the same 
list to all dealers, as I did. This year I succeeded in getting three 
rhizomes of Indiglow, and two each o.f Curl'd Cloud, Celestial 
Snow, Memphis Lass, Utah Valley, Jungle Fires, and Licorice 
stick,-all greatly appreciated. 

The second conclusion is that special discounts and sales are 
offset by value of extras and excellence of rhizomes, so that you 
don't know the relative value of the bargain until the irises bloom 
the next May. 

Since 1930, and particularly since my return from the Pacific 
in World War 11 in 1946, I have ordered from about 20 different 
growers and have found them all highly reputable with the ex­
ception of four. These four, who were from North and South 
Carolina, Utah and California, have been placed on my special 
B-B-B list. In each case I was ordering from a bargain list at a 
discount or from a special sale, and received sub-standard or 
second-rate rhizomes. When a dealer offers a bargain, and these 
are going to be sub-standard rhizomes, they should be so de­
signated in the advertisement,-there is no place for caveat 
emptor in the sight-unseen purchase of irises. 

The irises in 1964 were received and planted from June 28 
(C.&P. Auction) to July 28 (Pennsylvania). The ground was 
pulverized and partially decomposed leaf compost was worked 
in. About a tablespoon of 5-10-10 fertilizer and a rounded teaspoon 
of granulated .Sea-Born was added to each "hill". Then every 
two· weeks a spray application of liquid Sea'-Born was made at the 
rate of y.i pint p'er 3% gallons of water. The growth both in the 
fall and .in the spring was excellent1 and in some cases phenoni"' 



enal,-one rhizome of Jungle Fires for example producing four 
blooming stalks. The third conclusion is that the Sea-Born .Treat­
ment using both the granulated and the liquid product, produces 
excellent results. 

. . 
The blooming results arranged by dealer were as follows: 

Date . First Year Non- Winter f>"ercent Extra 
Source Planted Blooms Blooms Kill Bloom'·· ·Stalks 

Ches. and Pot. 
Auction Sale 6/28 20 12 0 63% 1 

Virginia 7/10 10 3 0 77% 3 

Pennsylvania 7/28 8 1 0 89% 2 

Washington 7/13 10 0 1 91% 0 

California 7/18 11 2 0 85% 2 
- -

Totals 59 18 1 76% 8 

Thomson 

Transplants 6/27 3 20 1 13% 0 

The fourth conclusion therefore is that the percentage of 
first year bloom is highest when the rhizomes are from reputable 
dealers, and not from auction sales or are transplants within one's 
own garden. There also seems to be a conclusion, which needs 
further study, that planting prior to July 10 in the Washington­
Baltimore area is disadvantageous. Previously I have believed in 
late planting, and have had excellent results in planting from the 
last week in August to the first of October. 

The results of my own transplanting were so horrible that I 
have tried to find a reason, or at least a reasonable alibi. Most of 
these were transplanted late in June into a new iris bed about .30' 
by 3' 6" on the three sides of a forsythia bush, and partly shaded 
by a Siberian elm, an apple tree and a honeysuckle hedge. The 
result in the bed was only seven bloom stalks from 34 rhizomes. 
The growth of the fans of Violet Harmony and Allegiance was 
tremendous, but with no bloom stalks. There may be some truth 
in the belief that fertilizing too much produces heavy green fans 
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with no bloom. The over-all results in the garden by position were 
as follows: 

Ist-Year 
Bloom Non-Blooms Winter Kill Extra Stalks 

New shaded bed 7 27 0 0 

Replacements in 
old beds 2 5 1 0 

New rows, new 
ground, in sun 53 6 1 8 

The answer to the extremely poor transplanting coefficient 
evidently was a combination of too early transplanting, too heavy 
fertilizing, too much shade and too many tree roots. It is noted 
that even in the sunny beds it is the irises on the ends of the rows, 
next to the trees and shrubbery, which have the smallest per­
centage of bloom. 

To sum up, these appear to be the answers for an experiment 
with less than 100 items of data: 

1) It makes little difference whether the rhizomes are from 
Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania, or from faraway places 
like California, Washington and Orgon, provided that they are 
from reputable dealers. At least the differences are within the 
probable error of the experiment. 

2) In the Washington-Baltimore area the planting should 
not be previous to July 10, nor later than October 1 for the best 
results. 

3) The Sea-Born treatment, with compost and 5-10-10 in 
limited quantities produces excellent growth, and good bloom. 

4) The most important factor is the position in the garden. 
New soil and at least 50% sun are almost "musts". Old beds, 
shade, and the proximity of trees and heavily rooted shrubbery 
and roses, must all be avoided. 

All of these conclusions have been made before, but most of 
us learn best by the ratio of success to failure, and repetition, 

- __ p~gagogically speaking, is the best teacher. 

40 



WHAT IS AN IRIS GARDEN? 

by Barbara Serdynski 

An iris garden is something that gets you outdoors in the 
early morning hours whether you want to or not, and usually 
keeps you there till the last ounce of strength is gone. Nothing 
else is quite so important, especially when iris bloom, so why 
fight it? Besides the therapeutic value of a garden has long been 
known to relax your nerves, enlighten your inner soul, and ac­
cording to some doctors, keep you mentally balanced. I wonder. 
After digging up a couple of 40 by 80 foot plots, spraying and 
hauling fertilizer, you're so tired the only thing left to do is relax 
and by then your inner soul doesn't give a darn whether it's 
balanced or not. 

An iris garden is something you start out with on a small 
scale but suddenly finds you expanding with the greed of an old 
time land Baron. What used to be desirable plants are now ruth­
lessly rooted out to make way for new iris beds. This is a most 
critical period as personality changes can occur and you find 
yourself almost hating any one who owns an acre of good fertile 
soil. Your once hesitant, calm nature now gives you the courage 
to beg and trade iris until your plight becomes sinful, yet ac­
ceptable to others, as they too are cursed with the same illness. 
This makes for a very brotherly understanding. 

An iris garden is where you find yourself when you've 
promised yourself to do many other jobs that have been neglected 
since LAST bloom season. Housework chores can really be for­
gotten in the excitement of waiting for a new variety, or seedling 
to bloom. Yet ... an iris only lasts two or three days whereas 
the house work has lasted for years. Female gardeners apologize 
for their lack of interest in housework 'cause if they were so 
crazy about it they never would have taken up gardening in the 
first place. Guests always understand when you invite them to 
sit outdoors, saying it's much nicer out anyway. Which only 
means you're probably a little bit ashamed of some of that inside 
work you DIDN'T do. Having spent most of your time in the 
garden, it does look presentable. Silver Dust, sold as a wash day 
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detergent, can also be found in many a home but unfortunately 
... not in a package. 

An iris garden is where you plant new and expensive iris, 
tend to them with every known skill, only to find weeds of every 
known description far surpassed the growth of the best iris, and 
without a bit of attention or love. If you're the spiritual type 
you'll pull them out while telling yourself they are heaven sent! 
If you're the opposite, you'll pull them just the same but cuss 
Lucifer every time you jerk one ofthe beggars out. After using 
every known spray that is recommended by the manufactures to 
be a one-treatment cure ... how come the everlasting aphids are 
still frolicking thru the fans keeping company with the cut­
worms? 

An iris garden is where you have a secluded corner of the 
yard, preferably out of sight and smell, which hides a pile of 
rubbish. This is what is known as a compost pit. It can be 
bricked or boarded in, but by all means it should be covered with 
some sort of tarp, No good gardner should ever be caught with 
his compost pit uncovered. Certain characteristics of a compost 
pit always have a way of EXPOSING themselves and if yoi:tr 
neighbors are the touchy type the whole situation could become 
touchy. Iris cry for compost and this pit produces what is 
equivalent to any good standard baby food, so keeping this 
product on hand is well worth a possible law suit. 

An iris garden does not necessarily have to be in your own 
back yard. It can be miles away, and this is where the fun really 
begins. Iris are now in peak bloom so this means dropping every­
thing on the home front and dashing off to see if the other fellow 
has as many new varieties as you do ... or ... if he can grow 
them as well as you do. New varieties are of special interest, as 
this is where you hope to make a swap, come diggin' time. If so, a 
special note is jotted down to make sure this fellow gets one of 
your lists. Seedlings are also given the eagle eye at this time just 
to see if they compare to your children. But it is only on rare 
occasions that they stand a chance against those in the home 

. garden. By the time you've covered the local gardens, other 
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regions, and maybe the convention, you not only find out that 
traveling is very broadening, you find out you're bushed! 

An iris garden can be the birth or death of joy. To watch 
a good new iris increase makes for maternal joy. To see an 
equally expensive iris pass on to the great beyond causes· grief 
known only to those who put out $30.00 for the now deceased 
rhizome. Any garden is a lot of fun even tho it does require a 
lot of work. But it's a place where you meet the nicest people 
who get into some of the darndest conversations ever known to 
mankind. 
Ed. Note: The foregoing article, which appeared in the Spring 
issue of Region 15 Newsletter, is reprinted with the kind per­
mission of the author, Barbara Serdynski of Los Angeles, Cali­
fornia. Barbara is presently chairman of Los Angeles and Orange 
County, is widely known for her many and varied activities in 
the Iris world. 

COLOR CLASSIFICATION 
J. Arthur NelsQn, Registrar-Recorder, A.LS. 

Certain questions have arisen with respect fo color classifi­
cation. Color is not an· easy subject, and I am sure that the in­
quiries are in good faith. 

·· First, let me say that no one no~ on the Board was a mem­
ber when the present color classification was adopted. N everthe­
less, I must say that it is· soundly conceived, both artistically 
and scientifically. 

Perhaps it is simpler to approach the topic from that of.the 
physics topics of light. If you pass sunlight through a prism, it 
is broken into six colors-violet, blue, green, yellow, orange, 
and red. These are the colors of the visible spectrum, and colors 
as we see them are either these or some variation of these­
tone, tint, shade. These, with black and white, constitute the basis 
of a color chart. 

·Certain ·colors within this concept, notably: the pinks and the 
browns, bother many people, Pink technically is a tint of red, 
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obtained by lightening true red. In actual practice everything 
from Wilson 609 (pale orange-yellow) to Wilson 635 (pale 
amethyst violet) has been called pink. This covers more than 
one-third of the color circle. The use of the terms orange-pink, 
true pink, and orchid-pink makes for accuracy and is correct 
usage. 

To illustrate the problem, most of the so-called pinks in irises 
are orange-pink, and while most people recognize orange, they 
have difficulty, unless they are versed in color, in understanding 
that orange-pink and brown are in the orange family. If you 
lighten full orange you get a tint in the apricot range; if you 
lighten it still more, you get a pale tint properly called pale orange 
or orange-pink. If, on the other hand, you darken the full orange 
(in irises usually with a dark violet or purple-the half way 
stage between red and violet) you get true brown. If you take 
a yellow and darken it, you get a khaki color. 

Many people argue that for ease of understanding we still 
ought to recognize pink and brown as separate colors. There is 
some merit in this, except for the fact that such a usage would 
complicate immensely a system of description symbols~ 

.A sec.ond problem with which people have trouble is the set 
of symbols. We do think that it is about as simple as we can 
make it. The first letter deals with the color of the standards~ 

W-white, B-blue, Y-yellow, R-red, V-violet,. G­
green, 0-orange and N-black. 

The second symbol deals with the pattern. 

1-self, 2-plicata or fancy, 3-bitone, 4-bicolor and s~ 
blend. 

The third symbol deals with what is loosely described ~ 
subordinate effects; the degree of tinting or shading in selfs, the 
secondary color of plicatas, the color of falls of bicolors, etc. 

P-pale, L-light, F-full, D-dark and cm-conspicuous 
ma:rking. 

Thus BlP·is a pale ·blue self. WlB is a white self tinted blue. 
W2B is a· white ground .plicata marked,blue. Y3 is a yellow hi tone. 



This can be amended further as Y3PL, pale yellow standards and 
light yellow falls. Y4R is a bicolor with yellow standards and 
red falls. VSL is a violet blend in the light range. BlLcm would 
indicate a light blue with a conspicuous marking in another color, 
as often found in dwarfs, medians, spurias, etc. 

The symbolization can be extended to be more descriptive. 
Thus: RVlD is a red-violet self in the dark range. BVlL is a 
light, blue-violet self. Y40R is a yellow standard iris with orange­
red falls, more red than orange. VlDD is a very dark violet self. 

Admittedly, the problem of color classification is not easy: 
(1.) Many irises are misnamed. (2.) Some easily can fit two or 
more categories. (3.) Some irises (not many) show variations in 
color, depending on soil and weather. (4.) Unless one reads with 
a color chart, surroundings can lead him astray. 

We have been beset between the horns of a dilemma either 
to class only those which have been color-read often enough to 
make absolute judgments and then to receive a large number of 
inquiries, or to do as much judicious guessing as we can with 
resultant mistakes. 

We have made an effort to include all kinds of irises under a 
uniform color system. The use of the symbol cm is for this 
purpose. 

It may be that, at least for show purposes, color classification 
will not be necessary in the future, for many shows are staging 
classes by cultivars, and judging against a standard of perfection. 

We make no claim for perfection in past studies of color 
Classification, but we do think that it has relieved to some ex­
tent the jobs of classification committees. Nor do we make any 
claim that it is a simple and easy job ; anyone who would like 
to do the job may have it. 

This "thumb nail" sketch of the problem is submitted with 
the hope that it will be helpful. 

Ed. Note: The foregoing material was distributed to the RVP's 
at the national meeting in Memphis. 



ROBERTA McMULLIN WINS "BEST OF SHOW" 
AT PARKERSBURG WITH DUKE OF BURGUNDY 

Fresh from the Regional meeting in Roanoke and full of 
new and lovely ideas went Roberta McMullin, Chairman, of the 
Iris Show presented by the Rainbow Iris Club of Parkersburg, 
West Va., in cooperation with the American Iris Society. The 
show took place May 22 at the Chancellor Hotel in Parkersburg. 

Having attended the newly organized Judges' Training 
School, Roberta now could put into practice all the information 
gleaned therefrom and. use the lessons learned about what makes 
a good show specimen. Of course, one has to be governed by what 
iris are available in the garden, but with training, a little more 
care and know-how is given to the selection of the stalks ; this 
one is good, but this one is better. And this is just what our 
little ( ?) lady did in getting ready for her part in the show. 
Using her new knowledge, she was able to select ten good stalks 
from her past-peak garden. Of these, five were blue ribbon 
winners, four were red ribbon winners and one drew a white 
ribbon for third place. Not a loser in the bunch! 

. Now, just what is this all about? Really, just an introduction 
to a very beautiful iris show. As part of their program to pre­
sent the iris fo the public, the Rainbow Iris Club of Parkersburg, 
a small local club, holds an all-iris show each year. By local 
club, we mean that the members are not all AIS members, and it 
is a separate club from the Central West Virginia Chapter. This 
local group was presenting iris shows to the public long before 
the inception of the chapter group. 

This year, the show was small but very lovely. Once again 
the iris chose to bloom before show time, but, as the show had 
been canceled the previous year, the club decided to hold it 
anyway even though it must be small. You see, there are only 
eight working members in this group, two of them with clipped 
wings this year. So; the remaining ones worked long and hard 
to produce a worthwhile show. 

· ·· Roberta McMullin, General Chairman, built the show around 
the theme "A Rainbow of Moods.for Queen Iris", This theme was 
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carried out in the artistic section with the classes titled in color 
moods, such as "Mood Indigo", "Brown Study", "Be My Love", 
"First date", "Irish Whim" and others. Mrs. Esther Wineman, 
Secretary for the show, took the Purple Rosette for t)lis section 
with her arrangement of green iris in the class entitled "Irish 
Whim". 

The Silver Medal, for the most first place points, was won 
by Mrs. Esther Wineman, who had eight blue ribbon winners 
(out of 21 entries). Mrs. Ethel Reynolds, who, incidentally, was 
one of the wing-clipped members, had a little help in gathering 
her selections but not in growing them and was the winner of the 
Bronze Metal with seven blue ribbon winners (out of 12 entries). 
A special recognition was given to Dianne Wineman, youngest 
member of the club. who had the most third place ribbons. 

Judges for the show were Mrs. George Poling, a West 
Virginia Garden Club Judge as well as an Accredited A.LS. 
Judge, and Mrs. Esther Summers, an Accredited A.I.S. Exhibi­
tion Judge. 

Other awards in the show were: Best of Show was awarded 
to Roberta McMullin for her entry, Duke of Burgundy. Arrange­
ment Sweepstakes was a tie between Mrs. Roberta McMullin and 
Mrs. Esther Reynolds, each with three blue ribbons. A Bronze 
Medal Certificate was awarded Roberta McMullin for her educa­
tional exhibit built around the "Four Steps to Stardom", showing 
the various awards which can be won by an iris, culminating with 
the Dykes Medal. Another special award was given to Mrs. 
Lyda Davidson and Mrs. Esther Wineman in recognition of their 
newly registered iris Green Tea, which took a blue ribbon for 
Lyda Davidson. Green Tea has not been introduced as yet, but 
was commented on as "the greenest iris" seen by the judges. 

Hi, Folks! 

FANNIE'S CHATTER 
Fannie Stadler 

Since l wrote my last chatter, I have been ill. Had the flu 
in January which tried to hang on to me 'til April-So-o,o, I've 
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been a "slow poke." Guess I would have let this visit slip by ex­
cept that our Rena dropped me a card wanting to know if I would 
write something before July 1. 

Reflecting a bit-my iris were just about the best I have had 
-old and new-. They put on quite a show for me and some days 
I just took my little stool and sat down to feast my eyes on such 
lovely things as Martel and Ever and Ever. 

Esther Hillyer was here one day and made pictures. She 
seemed to be especially impressed with my guest of Gordon 
Plough's Milestone-on a one year plant it put up three bloom 
stalks and eight increases. Music Maker put up three stalks also 
and was a beauty in light blue, and Orange Chariot was lovely 
with one stalk. I still believe I love Orange Parade's color better 
-but the form of Orange Chariot was better. 

Ethel Helms was here and helped me do some hybridizing. 
She thought I had some good seedlings and she used Orange 
Chariot on one of my "apricoty" things. There I have a nice 
seed pod-also she used Jealousy on Emerald Fountain and we 
have two nice pods. I also used Bon Vivant on several things 
and have pods on Wine and Roses, Vel-Vet, Gypsy Lullaby and 
Tonalea. Sounds like I have gone into the hybridizing business­
guess I will have to live a while to see these things grow and 
bloom! 

The new beds in the new garden look wonderful. Remember, 
I was treating them with Methal Bromide to kill weed seed 
before planting last year? It is a lot of trouble to do-but saves 
work later. I have hardly had any weeds or grass in the treated 
beds. This new place has grown up in weeds for years, where we 
used to raise chickens, so it is some job to get it in shape-but I 
can do a lot with a little "trench digger" sitting on my stool. 

I am putting in such new things as Skywatch, Courtship, 
Arctic Fury, French Lace, Kingdom and a few others. So-when 
"you all" come to Greensboro to the Regional Meeting next year, 
do stop by my place to see my patch. 

Be seeing you I FANNIE 
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RESULTS OF 1965 SYMPOSIUM 

99 Ballots Cast 

REGION IV, AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY 

1. Allegiance .... '. ..... SO 10. Celestial Glory ...... 26 

2. Amethyst Flame .... 48 11. Chinese Coral ....... 25 

Dot and Dash ....... 25 

3. Whole Cloth ........ 42 Licorice Stick ...... 25 

4. Rippling Waters .... 40 
12. Butterscotch Kiss ... 24 

13. Edeni te . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 
5. Henry Shaw ........ 39 

14. Pacific Panorama . . . 22 
6. Black Swan ......... 36 

Blue Sapphire ....... 36 15. Fluted Haven ...... 21 

Swan Ballet ........ 21 
Rainbow Gold ...... 36 

"Wild Ginger ........ 21 

7. Celestial Snow ...... 31 16. Eleanor's Pride ..... 20 

Frost and Flame .... 20 

8. Esther Fay ......... 30 One Desire . . . . . . . . . 20 

9. Indiglow . .. .. .. . . . . 28 17. Winter Olympics ... 19 

Orange Parade ...... 28 
18. Emma Cook ........ 18 

Violet Harmony . . . . 28 Rococo ............. 18 
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19. Blue Baron ......... 17 

High Above . . . . . . . . 17 

Olympic Torch ..... 17 

20. Bronze Bell . . . . . . . . 16 

Happy Birthday .... 16 

Orchid Jewel ....... 16 

Taholah ............ 16 

21. Black Taffeta . . . . . . . 15 

Golden Masterpiece . 15 

Lula Marguerite .... 15 

Melodrama ......... 15 

Pretty Carol ........ 15 

22. Dotted Swiss ....... 14 

Sable Night ........ 14 

Snow Goddess ...... 14 

Sterling Silver ...... 14 
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23. Bang .............. 13 

Cashmere . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Congo Song . . . . . . . . 13 

Glittering Amber .... 13 

Gypsy Lullaby ...... 13 

Mary Randall . . . . . . 13 

Pierre Menard ...... 13 

Truly Yours ........ 13 

Utah Valley ........ 13 

Wayward Wind . • . . 13 

24. Brass Accents ...... 12 

Emerald Fountain ... 12 

Golden Years . . . . . . 12 

25. Court Ballet ........ 11 

First Violet . . . . . . . . 11 

Foaming Seas ....... 11 

Techny Chimes . . . . . 11 



BALLOT 
The Nominating Committee presented its report at the 

business meeting, after the annual dinner, at Patrick Henry Hotel 
in Roanoke, Virginia, May 15, 1965. The report proposed the 
following slate to serve as officers of Region IV for the term, 
November 1, 1965 thru October 31, 1966: 

Regional Vice President .... Mrs. Rena M. Frantz 
Asst. Regional Vice Pres ........... Frank Bennett 
Secretary ................ Mrs. Roberta McMullin 
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Frank Sherrill 
Parliamentarian ............... Mrs. C. B. Helms 
Historian and Librarian ............ James Aultz 

There being no further nominations from the floor, upon 
proper motion, the nominations were closed. 

It is requested that you detach this ballot and mail it, not 
later than September 15, 1965 to: 

Mrs. Roberta McMullin, Secretary 
2507 Broad Street, 
Parkersburg, West Virginia 

Nominating Committee 
Ivan H. Richmond 
Earl T. Browder 
Anne L. Lee 

I vote (for the election) (( )) of the above slate of officers. 
I vote (against the election) 

This system of balloting is for trial purposes brought about 
by the fact that less than 25% of our members attend Regional 
meetings. 
Please check the following: 

1. Do you approve of the entire member- Yes, ___ _ 

ship voting by mail ballot in this manner? No ----

2. If the answer is "No" to question 1, would you prefer 
to have the election held at the Annual Spring Meeting and 
declared final and binding? 
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Regional Board 
Thanks to Our Retiring Editor 
About the Editorship of Newscast 
R. V. P.'s Message 
Late Weeding of an Iris Bed 
Minutes of Executive Board Meeting 
Minutes of Annual Spring Meeting 
Treasurer's Report 
·Membership Report 
Reports from the Chapters 

Marydel 
C. & P. 
Norfolk 

The Rena Frantz Garden 
Landsend 
The Stephenson Garden 
The Garden of Mrs. Mildred Trent 
Mrs. ·John McCoy Garden 
Mrs. C. P .. Stephenson Garden 
A. I. S. Meeting, Region IV 
Judge's Training A Success 
Above & Beyond the· Call of Duty 
Lewisburg Garden Tour. 
Iris Impressions 1g65 
Percentage of First Year Bloom 
What is an Iris Garden? 
Color Classification 
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