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Mr. and Mrs. Weldon W. Ballard in their garden at 109 Canal Drive, 

Chesapeake, Virginia. This picture of the Ballards appeared in a Norfolk 

newspaper in May, 1965 along with an article entitled "Irises Aid Relaxa

tion". Says Weldon, "I can come home all worked up and fretted, go to 
work in my irises and in no time I'm relaxed and at peace with the world". 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS I 

Since your R. V. P. is Acting Editor of Newscast and most 
of the activities of Region IV are reflected in the pages of this 
issue, she is taking the liberty of omitting the R. V. P's Message. 

There is one important announcement to make at this time. 
Mrs. James M. Davidson, Jr. (Martha) of Rt. 1, Rockbridge 
Baths, Virginia, has consented to take over the editorship of 
Newscast beginning January 1, 1966. We could not have secured 
a more competent editor or a finer person than Martha. She 
will not only maintain the high standards set by her predecessors 
but will make her own contribution to the improvement of our 
publication. 

Thanks for your generous response to our plea for material 
for the current issue. For once, we have all we need and a little 
left over for the next time. Please get behind Martha and sub
mit to her by February 15, 1966 any material you can get together 
for her debut as editor. 

1965 has been a good year. We hope 1966 will be even better. 
Now, it is time to say "MERRY CHRISTMAS-HAPPY NEW 
YEAR" to all of you. 

May you and those you love be blessed 
With all that makes you happiest, 
And may the Season's peace abide 
Within your hearts this Christmastide I 

RENA FRANTZ, R. V. P. 
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MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD, 

REGION IV, AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY 
Roanoke, Virginia 

November 6, 1965 

Members present: Rena Frantz, R.V.P.; Earl Browder, Im
mediate Past R.V.P.; Roberta McMullin, Secretary; Claude 
O'Brien, Special Advisor-Chairman Eastern N. C. Chapter. 
Joe Lynn, Jr., Auction Chairman-Chairman Blue Ridge Chap
ter; Fred Stephenson, Judges' Training Program Chairman ; 
Clytie McCoy, Regional Test Garden Chairman; James Aultz, 
Historian & Librarian-Chairman Southern W. Va. Chapter; 
Martha Davidson, Editor Newscast; Charles Meyers, Chairman 
Central W. Va. Chapter; Ed S. Fowler, Chairman C. & P. Chap
ter; Warren McLaughlin, Chairman Greenbrier Chapter; Frances 
Johnston, Representative from Eastern N. C. Chapter. 

Meeting called to order by the R. V. P., Rena Frantz, with 
a warm welcome and introduction of the new board members. 

In her opening remarks, Mrs. Frantz said, "We must remem
ber that Region IV is a wide, sprawling organization, wherein 
it is difficult to get representatives of each area to meetings. It 
therefore falls to the R. V. P. to make many decisions. In order 
to do this she must know how you feel so that your opinions 
may be reflected in those decisions." 

Mrs. Frantz then offered several ideas on how to improve 
the attendance at board meetings. 

1. Regional chairmen think seriously about one or two 
members to work with them, who would know of com
mittee activities and could serve as alternates to attend 
meetings. 

2. Chapter chairmen also have alternates who would have 
full authority to vote and express the will of the Chapter. 
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The R. V. P. would not dictate chapter policies, so long as 
they are within the framework of the Regional and National 
Bylaws. 

If chapters have no bylaws, adopt them as soon as possible. 

Have a representative attend the board meetings semi-annu
ally or send a written report. 

Advise the R. V. P. of chapter meeting dates, elections held 
and the officers elected. 

Appoint a membership chairman who will maintain accurate 
records as well as keep members. 

Appoint a reporter to Newscast-Report everything that 
happens within the chapter. Encourage publicity. Be sure to 
send materials to the Newscast and also to the Historian. 

Otherwise the R.V.P. will stay out of your business. She will 
be glad to help but each chapter should take care of its own 
business. 

To the regional chairman she charges they function only 
under general direction, to be on their own-keeping R. V. P. 
advised as to important phases-be zealous in attendance to 
board meetings and send, or bring, written reports to the board. 

Mr. Earl Browder, Immediate Past R. V. P., distributed a 
pamphlet, published by the W. Va. University Agriculture De
partment, "Diseases of the Iris in West Virginia and their Con
trol", with a lovely color cover of Blythe Angel, taken in Mr. 
Browder's garden by Dr. Jeff Davis, who also offered valuable 
assistance to the authors of the phamphlet. 

(Copies will he sought for all members or permission to re
print in Newscast). Mr. Browders' remarks, in essence, became 
"We'll make out, but we must all get behind our R. V. P. and 
carry our full share." 

The secretary, Roberta McMullin, presented her expenses, 
for the time in office, for duplicating supplies and postage, in the 
amount of $10.00. 
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Mr. Frank Sherrill, Treasurer, with regrets as to his inability 
to get to the meeting, sent his report. Balance June 1st, $788.00 
receipts to date, $1717.54; disbursements, $316.03; leaving a 
balance of $1401.54. Additional receipts as of this date (11/6) in 
the amount of $328.89 from the Southern W. Va. Chapter Auction. 

The following Nominating Committee was elected to prepare 
the slate of officers for 1966, to be presented at the Spring 
Meeting in Greensboro, N. C. 

Chairman, Fred Stephenson-Virginia; Ed Fowler-Mary
land; Warren McLaughlin-West Virginia; Frances Johnston
N orth Carolina. 

A letter was read from Mrs. Jane Steller, one of our oldest 
members, both in age and membership, who is going to live with 
a daughter in California. Claude O'Brien made a motion, seconded 
by Earl Browder, that she be given a complimentary subscription 
to Newscast-motion passed. Fred Stephenson then made a 
motion, with a second by Claude O'Brien, that Mrs. Steller be 
made an Honorary Member of Region IV. This motion also 
passed. 

Motion was made by Joe Lynn, seconded by Frances Johns
ton, that a letter of thanks be sent, in the name of the board, to 
Mickey Kirby in appreciation for her "valuable services as. 
Librarian and Historian for Region IV". Motion carried. 

A letter of thanks will be written over the signature of our 
R.V.P., to the W. Va. University Department of Agriculture 
for the afore mentioned bulletin on Diseases of the Iris. 

In recognition of introduction as the new editor of Newscast, 
Mrs. James Davidson, (Martha) said she expects to "yell for 
help", but please keep the reports flying her way as she takes 
over the first of the year. 

Mr. Bill Kelley, budget chairman, sent his report. After 
reading of the report, motion was made by Warren McLaughlin, 
seconded by Joe Lynn that, as a tentative measure, we adopt the 
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1965 budget, with a few corrections, as the 1966 budget. Motion 
carried. 

It was moved by Fred Stephenson and seconded by Earl 
Bowder that a refund of $50 from the last contribution of the 
North Carolina Chapters be made to the Eastern North Carolina 
Chapter to provide operational funds for reorganization. Motion 
carried. 

As Chairman of the Judges' Training Program, Fred Ste
phenson reported that much is planned for the expansion of the 
proposed program as outlined on the meeting agenda. This will 
produce a well rounded school for qualified iris judges. The 
following points were discussed, with motion for their approval 
by Fred Stephenson, second by Claude O'Brien. Motion passed. 

1. A series of three judges' Training Classes (to be num
bered I, II and III) will be given, one each year, over a period of 
three years, after which, such classes will be repeated. A prospec
tive judge must attend all three of the series of classes. If he 
fails to attend one of the classes, he must wait until it comes 
around again. 

2. Each prospective judge must complete reading assign
ments during the year. This must be done outside of classes. 

3. Each judge must grow a minimum number of the newer 
irises. 

4. Written examinations will be required at the conclusion 
of each class. 

5. In order to maintain eligibility, a judge or candidate for 
judgeship must attend one Judges' Training Class every three 
years as a refresher. 

6. Upon completion of the Judges' Training Course with a 
satisfactory rating, the person's name will be placed on an 
Eligible List from which new judges will be appointed to meet 
the quota established by A. I. S. The present procedure provides 
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that the R. V. P. recommend the appointment 0£ judges to the 
National Organization. 

7. In addition to the requirements £or the Region, all judges 
must comply with the provisions set up by A. I. S. 

It is planned that the school will be self-supporting. A bal
ance 0£ $9.00 was reported from the first trial class. 

Announcement was made that Bill Bledsoe, a Director 0£ A. 
I. S., has been secured as instructor of the 1966 school. 

The classes will not cover the entire school program each 
year-possibly, one will be on the flower, another on the stalk and 
another on the entire plant, with study included .in each class on 
color classification, types and species other than tall bearded iris, 
exhibition judging and instruction on filling out the judges' bal
lots. There will be assigned outside reading and study for the cur
riculum from "Garden Irises'', the new revised Handbook and the 
updated Colqr Classification (1965). Written exams on these read
ing assignments will be taken on the day 0£ the school. Plans to 
work a refresher course into the class are being made. 

Each judge will be required to grow a stated number of 
the newer irises. A newer iris was defined, after some discussion, 
as an iris not more than five or six years old. Plans will be made 
for each chapter to help devise and develop rules and require
ments in hopes of eventually tightening requirements, at the 
same time trying never to be arbitrary. Emphasis is made that 
the proposed school requirements will in no way effect the 
present judges, who continue to meet the requirements in effect 
at the time of their appointment. 

To this report, Earl Browder added that we need to set our 
objectives high and we must have a continuity to the program 
for it to be a complete and lasting success. 

General authority to continue with the Judges' Training 
Program was given with the passage of a motion by Fred 
Stephenson, with a second by Claude O'Brien. 
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A vote of thanks was then given Fred for the wonderful job. 
he is doing. 

A report of the Test Garden was given by Clytie McCoy, 
with wonderful progress showing. It is also suggested that we 
will need other gardens in other chapter areas. 

Rena Kizziar sent an interesting report on membership 
which shows net gain of 47 members, with an overall member
ship of 487 for the Region. 

We need to activate the chapters into working unitS-let's 
be selective in securing members so they will remain members. 
This can only be accomplished at the local level. Ask ourselves 
"What can we do, or give, to our prospective members?" 

Try to show more interest in the little gardens, as more in
terest is fostered when the garden is shown to others. Watch 
this on the chapter level and visit gardens of prospective 
members. 

Joe Lynn, Auction Chairman, made a comprehensive report 
on the yearly auctions held by chapters with the results shown 
on the treasurer's report. 

Motion was made by Earl Browder, with a second by James 
Aultz, that future Newscasts carry a statement that any quotes 
from Newscast must be given proper credit. Motion passed. 

Meeting adjourned for luncheon. There were five guests: 
Mr. James Davidson, Mr. W. J. McLaughlin, Mrs. Ed Fowler; 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Meyers. 

The afternoon session was called to order. 

Our Mountaineer Chapter is now non-active with 13 mem
bers in the area. An invitation to have them come in with Central 
W. Va. Chapter, in order to rekindle interest and become active 
once more, motion was made by Earl Browder, seconded by 
Joe Lynn, that the Mountaineer Chapter be combined with the 
Central W. Va. Chapter. Motion carried. 

bue to tack of interest, demonstated by the small ·percentage 
of ballots cast in the Regional election, motion was made by 
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Claude O'Brien and seconded by Earl Browder that authority be 
given the Bylaws Committee to rewrite Article IV, section 2 
and Article X of the Bylaws concerning election of officers and 
amendment of bylaws. It was recommended that elections be 
held at Regional Meetings and that amendments to the bylaws 
also be made by that body. 

Invitation from the Norfolk Chapter for Regional Meeting 
in 1967 has been recalled. Tentative plans to hold 1967 Regional 
Meeting in W. Va., probably in Central West Virginia Chapter. 
1968 Regional will be held in Maryland; positive plans to be made 
at a later date. 

Comments were given by Chapter Chairmen present and 
reports read from absentees with interesting highlights of the 
year's programs, as shown by attached reports. 

The meeting was then adjourned by the R. V. P. with many 
thanks to the attending officers and chairmen. 

RECEIPTS 

ROBERTA McMULLIN, Secretary 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
REGION IV, A.I.S. 

November 1, 1965 

6 1 Balance ................. $788.88 
7 26 Blue Ridge Chapter . . . . . . 100.00 
8 11 Marydel Chapter Auction 79.00 
8 16 N. C. Chapter Auction .... 251.89 

16 Mountaineer Ch. Auction . 51.50 
9 24 C. W. Va. Chap. Auction . . 15.30 

10 12 Norfolk Chapter Auction . 130.00 
16 Mrs. Nifong . . . . . .. . .. .. . 1.00 

Blue Ridge Chap. Auction 300.00 
Total Income $1,717.54 
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DISBURSEMENTS 

Checks 
7 16 Donald Mitchell (Exp.) • . 11.25 
8 23 A.LS. (Tapes) . .. . . . . . . .. 4.22 
9 6 Walters Ptg. (Newscast) . 286.20 
9 29 Mrs. McCoy (Test Garden) 7.00 

10 10 A.LS. (Tapes) . . . . .. .. • .. 7.36 
Total Checks 316.03 
Balance (Bank Statement) 

Check Out 
Balance on Hand 

$1,401.51 
7.36 

$1,408.87 

FRANK SHERRILL, Treasurer 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
January 1, 1965 through October 15, 1965 

Membership Members 
Chapter Family Single Total Lost New Net 

Blue Ridge 14 37 66 4 12 8 
C. &P. 8 84 100 2 16 14 
Marydel 7 15 29 0 4 4 
Norfolk 15 41 71 8 13 5 
E.N.C. 21 44 86 1 15 14 
W.N.C. 7 33 47 5 4 -1 
C. W. Va. 5 13 23 1 1 
Greenbrier 3 7 13 0 0 
Mt. W. Va. 1 11 13 0 1 1 
S.W.Va. 13 13 39 1 2 1 
Total 
Membership 94 298 487 22 68 47 

It is gratifying to see such a substantial gain over last year. 
Let's all work for an even better showing at the end of the year. 
We need enthusiastic members who will boost our organization. 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Blue Ridge: 

Mrs. 0. R Hackworth, RFD 2, Sutherlin, Va. 24594 

Mrs. Hunt Nenon, Chatham, Va. 24531 

Mrs. Dorothy L. Williams, 2307 Walnut Avenut, Buena 
Vista, Va. 24416 

Mrs. T. A. Williams, Scottsville, Va. 24590 

Change of Address: 

Mrs. H. R. Larrick, Ingalls Circle, Clifton Forge, Va. 24422 

C.&P.: 

Mrs. Mary Brandt, Rt. l, Box 77, Germanton, Md. 20767 

Mr. Raymond A. Brubaker, 1706 Mayhew Drive, Wheaton, 
Md. 20902 

Mrs. Ellen K. Crouch, 1810 Olmstead Drive, Falls Church, 
Va.22043 

Mrs. James B. Edwards, Route 3, Box 217, Bel Air, Md. 21014 

Mrs. William L. McDonalds, Kent County, Still Pond, Md. 
21667 

Mr. Lewis W. Klopfer, 9910 Depaul Drive, Bethesda, Md. 
20034 

Mrs. C. N. Popenoe, 9502 Thornhill Road, Silver Spring, Md. 
20901 

Mrs. Henry F. Sacker, Ridge Road, Box 122 B, Hanover, Md. 
21076 

Mrs. J. Horton Silcox, Kennedyville, Md. 21645 

Margaret W. Tymn, 5902-85th Place, Hyattsville, Md. 
20784 
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Mr. William L. Yingling, Dowell, Md. 20629 

Change 0£ Address: 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Cox, 6324 Columbia Pike, Falls 
Church, Va. 22041 

Mrs. John D. Cross, Jr., Box 149-A, Route 2, Westminister, 
Md. 21157 

Mr. H. 0. Sheldon, 6037 Ramshorn Place, McLean, Va. 

Marydel: 

Hearthstone Iris Gardens, A. J. Weber, Four Locks Rd., 
Rt. l, Big Spring, Md. 21712 

Norfolk: 

Mr. Connie C. Burgess, 1008 Valmire Drive, Chesapeake, Va. 
23320 

Mrs. Hudson Branham., 607 Woodhaven Drive, Richmond, 
Va. 23224 

Mr. J. A. Eddens, 2803 Hilliard Road, Richmond, Va. 23208 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Garland, Jr., 6218 Clover Lane, 
Richmond, Va. 23228 

Mrs. Joseph A. Vesley, 4321 Eighth Street, Richmond, Va. 
23223 . 

E.N.C.: 

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Burnette, 4103 Sacramento Drive, 
Greensboro, N. C. 27406 

Mrs. Pearlie Caster, Route 1, Elon College, N. C. 27244 

Mrs. Katherine Gilbreath, 805 Roosevelt Avenue, Plymouth, 
N. C. 27962 

Mr. and Mrs. Allen Jinnette, Route 2, Box 218, Greensboro, 
N. C. 27405 
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Mr. Grady W. Jones, Route 1, Stanley, N. C. 27355 

Mrs. William Knowles, Box 36, Shiloh, N. C. 27974 

Mrs. L. J. Wrightson, 206 West Avenue, Plymouth, N. C. 
27962 

W.N.C.: 

Mr. G. W. Meacomes, Van's Florist, Bailey, N. C. Zl807 

Mrs. Varl Wood, 303 3rd Street, E. Marion, Marion, N. C. 
28752 

C. W. Va.: 

Mr. Emil P. Uhor, 844 Clifton Street, Follensbee, W. Va. 
26037 

Mt. W. Va.: 

Mrs. Logan Carroll, Route 2, Box 151, Fairmont, W. Va. 
26554 

RENA KIZZIAR, Membership Chairman 

AUCTIONS .AROUND REGION IV 

by Joe Lynn, Auction Chairman 

The Blue Ridge Chapter Auction was held Saturday, July 
17th at the home of Mrs. John McCoy in Roanoke. We consider 
the sale a great success. The total sales amounted to over $500. 
A delicious covered dish luncheon was served to those present 
beginning at noon, and the auction and sale followed at 1 :30 p.m. 
The Blue Ridge Chapter was happy to welcome guests from other 
chapters. They included Mr. Bill Allen from Newport News, 



Mr. and Mrs. Claude O'Brien and Mr. and Mrs. John Wilson 
from Greensboro, N. C., and Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Bledsoe from 
Milton, West Virginia. The Bledsoe's took home a nice "Pig in a 
Poke" which was Schrenier's "Dancing Rill", a 1964 introduction. 

The chapter had purchased many of the newer iris for this 
year's sale, and they were grown in the gardens of chapter mem
bers. The chapter will buy more new iris again this year for sale 
at the 1966 Auction. 

As Chairman of Auctions for Region 4, I was also a1ble to 
attend two other auctions. The Norfolk Chapter Auction was 
held July 11th at the home of Mrs. T. B. Holland. Rain descended 
and the iris had to be moved to the front porch, with the buyers 
bidding from the living room, but a wonderful time was had by 
all. The Norfolk Society presented Mr. and Mrs. Holland with a 
big anniversary cake which was enjoyed by those present. 

On Sunday, June 27th, Bill Allen (Norfolk Chapter) and I at
tended the C. & P. Chapter Auction at the Home of Mr. Ed 
Fowler in Silver Spring, Maryland. This was probably the largest 
auction held in the region this year. Over one hundred people 
were registered. 

I congratulate all the chapters on their fine efforts and urge 
you to plan your auctions well in advance for next year. This is 
the only support we have for our regional publication. 

TEST GARDEN REPORT 

November 6, 1965 

We have a total of 24 seedlings planted in the test garden 
sent in by 7 hybridizers. Loletta Powell sent some of her newer 
introductions which we used in the display garden, at present 
part of the bed being used for seedlings. 

The bed which we have at the Veterans Hospital is approxi
mately 20 feet long and about five feet wide. We did not have 
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enough seedlings to fill this amount of space, so this year we have 
planted the iris that the Blue Ridge Chapter bought for their 
1966 Auction. 

The bed was checked the last of September and all the iris 
seemed to be doing fine. It was awfully dry at the time some of 
them were planted but the gardener there kept a pretty good 
watch on them and when I checked the last time, I felt they were 
doing as well as mine. Fred Stephenson and Francis Brown are 
on the committee and Fred and I have done most of the planting. 

We feel sure that as another year approaches, we will have 
many more hybridizers who will submit seedlings. 

CL YTIE McCOY, Test Garden Chr. 
Region IV 

MARYDEL CHAPTER 

by Elmira Purdy 

After such a busy Spring-tours and convention-the let
down was terrific. But, good "ole" Marydel Chapter pulled itself 
together and had a "bang up" auction. Everyone turned out and 
brought their best iris. Several outside buyers joined us at Kay 
Mace's home in Cambridge on July 12. Bidding was brisk for the 
most part and I came home with Monee, Emerald Fountain and 
Velvet Robe to mention a few. Dwarf iris went like wildfire. A 
good bit of interest in varieties of iris other than tall bearded is 
showing up here on the Eastern Shore. I feel that the more varie
ties and ty'pes he grows, the happier the irisarian. 

The Chapter voted to buy iris to be grown for future auctions. 
Cross Country, Arctic Flame, Moon Crest will be offered in '66 or 
'67. 

We have bid for an invitation to visit a garden in Harford 
City, Maryland next Spring. This estate features extensive 
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topiary work as well as an iris garden. Tell you more about it in 
filture issues. 

The public planting in Easton has received numerous com
pliments on its beauty. 

We are opening the 1965 year with a luncheon and meeting 
at Mrs. John Jarman's and Miss Ida Mae Walker's home in. 
Cambridge on November 9th. 

NORFOLK CHAPTER 

The Fall meeting of Norfolk Chapter was held on September 
20 in the Hospitality Room of Norfolk Federal Savings & Loan 
Company. 

Miss Doris Gazda, 11 year old niece of Mrs. Ellen Templin, 
was welcomed as our youngest enthusiastic member. 

Dr. Anne Lee, Chapter Chairman, reported a very successful 
auction held on July 11 in the garden of Mrs. T. B. Holland. 
Regional Chairman, Joe Lynn, Mrs. Lynn and Mrs. Stryker were 
greeted with a torrential downpour of rain that day but spirited 
bidding was not dampened. Members voted to contribute $130.00 
to the Regional Treasury. 

A repeat of last year's "Howling Halloween" costume party 
was planned for Saturday, October 30. Everyone was invited to 
come in a costume representing a named Iris. Iris names conjure 
some weird ideas that provide party fun. 

Program Chairman, Mrs. Robert L. Munn, introduced Mick
ey Kirby who had prepared a comprehensive paper on "Iris 
Diseases, Pests and Remedies". Specimens of diseased leaves and 
nematode damage were displayed to aid members in identifying 
varments that may be lurking in the Iris beds. 

MICKEY KIRBY, Publicity Chm. 
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GREENBRIER CHAPTER 

by Mrs. T. W. Henry 

The Greenbrier Chapter, Region IV, of the American Iris 
Society held its fall luncheon meeting Saturday, October 16, at 
General Lewis Hotel, Lewisburg, W. Va. Assembling for the 
meeting at "Stonehedge" home of Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Kelley, 
were eight members and thirteen guests from neighboring Chap
ters of Region IV, A. I. S., touring the garden and enjoying the 
increasingly popular fall blooming or remontant Iris. 

After the luncheon, a short business meeting was held, pre
sided over by Mrs. William McLaughlin, Chairman. Following 
this, Mrs. Kelley gave an interesting talk on the present and 
future possibilities of fall blooming Iris, showing slides of many 
beautiful Iris that are fully established as fall blooming flowers in 
this area. 

Those attending were: Mr. & Mrs. E. L. Poff, James M. 
Aultz, Mr. & Mrs. E. G. Barton, Mr. & Mrs. Eart T. Browder, 
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Van Horn, Mrs. J. H. Frantz, Mr. & Mrs. 
James Davidson, Jr., Bill Miller, Mr. & Mrs. W. J. McLaughlin, 
Mr. & Mrs. W. D. Kelley, Mr. & Mrs. W. J. Killoran, Mrs. W. 
W. Collins and Mrs T. W. Henry. 

CENTRAL WEST VIRGINIA CHAPTER 

by Roberta McMullin 

Central West Virginia Chapter is in its third year, with 
twenty-four members, seventeen locally, and twelve of these what 
you might call active. 

We hold six meetings a year, on the second Tuesday in 
February, April, June, September and November, with our annual 
sale held in July. At the present time attendance is comprised of 
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only local members, as no response is made by those living at a 
distance. Average attendance at our meetings is nine or ten. 

February is our birthday month and until this year was the 
month for election of officers. This, in keeping with the new 
ruling that officers serve terms running concurrently with the 
national society, was postponed until our September meeting. 

In June we compare visiting notes on the lovely gardens 
we have seen, the iris we most enjoyed and add many to our 
individual want lists. 

On July 4th we hold our annual sale of rhizomes and com
panion plants. Due to a very hard rain on the morning of the 4th 
we did not have a sale. One customer showed up at the City Park, 
where we hold the sale. In order to make up a small amount to 
send to the region, members bought among themselves rhizomes 
from iris given to our chapter from the Centennial Iris Garden 
when it had to be disbanded. Since the amount was small, the 
entire sale was turned over to the treasurer. We hope to be able 
to do better another year. 

The September meeting was given over to the election of 
officers. Charles Meyers was elected Chairman; Frank Burfield, 
vice-chairman and program director; Lyda Davidson, Secretary
Treasurer. Slides taken by the Meyers family while on iris tours 
were shown to members and guests. 

November meeting is given to the showing of slides. Some
time we show slides from the A. I. S. Once we showed slides 
borrowed from Ralph and Helen Lewis. Last year we rented the 
Norfolk Chapter slides and had a very nice show. This year we 
have had many lovely slides taken by our own members and will 
show them. 

Our Secretary, Roberta McMullin, attended the National 
Meeting in Memphis and gave a interesting report on iris seen 
there and the good times had at the various meetings and tours. 

We had two members attend the Spring Meeting in Roanoke, 
Roberta McMullin and Irene Null. This being Irene's first meet-
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ing she had many comments to make. She was asked to give her 
impressions in the post-meeting committee report. All-in-all we 
feel this has been a very interesting year and look forward to an
other season when iris bloom next spring. 

SOUTHERN WEST VIRGINIA CHAPTER 

by Jim Aultz 

The atmosphere of the "Old South" is always present in the 
beautiful home of Florence and Bill Kelley, at Lewisburg, West 
Virginia. This was true once more when the Greenbrier Chapter 
held its Fall Meeting at "Stonehedge" and in the General Lewis 
Inn, in mid-October. 

It may be observed that the newest of our West Virginia 
Chapters to be organized has good leadership and interested 
membership. Good planning was also evident at the meeting. 
Other Chapters may expect really spirited iris activity in this 
group. 

Bill Kelley is still working and hoping for those 100 variteies 
of remontants ... all to be in bloom on the date of some future 
Fall Meeting. We wish him luck, and feel he'll make it, eventually. 

Mrs. Rena Frantz, R.V.P., Region IV, was present as special 
guest on this occasion. She explained privately that the Blue 
Ridge Chapter held a meeting just two weeks previously, at 
which remontants were the principal topic for discussion. That 
may have accounted for the fact, perhaps, that Lloyd Zurbrigg
another remontant enthusiast-and more guests from Virginia 
were not present. 

Mrs. Martha Davidson, from Rockbridge Baths, Virginia was 
present however. The new Editor of Region IV Newscast (effec
tive January 1), a charming woman with whom to converse, is an 
excellent choice to continue leadership of our regional publication. 
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We congratulate her on her new job. She will need more than 
luck, though. Every member should help to make her job easier 
by seeing to it that every bit of iris activity worthy to be called 
news, makes its way to her desk. 

Between courses of the fine luncheon at the General Lewis 
Inn, we counted noses and saw that twelve guests from the 
Southern West Va. Chapter were present, including former 
R.V.P. Earl T. Browder. Since this constituted a quorum, a 
stand-up business meeting was held in the lobby (while the 
Greenbrier group was talking business in the dining-room). 
Ernie Poff, Chairman of the nominating committee, presented the 
names of new officer candidates for the chapter. The following 
were accepted by acclamation: 

Jim Aultz-President; John Van Horn-Vice-President; 
Bill Miller-Secretary-Treasurer. 

Maidel Van Horn (Mrs. John) was named Membership 
Chairman. We are sure she will get to work on filling our ranks, 
depleted by the formation of the Greenbrier Chapter. 

At least two social meetings will be held in the near future. 
Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Barton will entertain the Southern West 
Virginia group early in December at their home in St. Albans; 
the Van Horns will be our hosts in May, at their home in Nitro. 

No new purchases of irises will be made by the Chapter for 
our auction next year. Donations of newer cultivars from mem
bers' gardens will be offered instead. This system is said to work 
well at other iris auctions in the region. 

Business for both groups being disposed of those present re
assembled in the dining-room for a slide show on remontant 
irises. Mr. Kelley emphasized that the day of the ever-blooming 
iris is coming, thus stopping forever any remarks on the short
ness of the iris blooming season. 

At the conclusion of the program at the General Lewis, some 
.gue~ts returned to "Stonehedge" to savor more of the Kelley 
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brand of hospitality. The writer would have lingered still longer, 
but the road of our return stretched out many miles ahead. De
parture time came all too soon. With the memory of another 
pleasant meeting of iris lovers still fresh in our minds, we headed 
for home-through our beautiful \Vest Virginia Hills. 

BLUE RIDGE CHAPTER 

by Martha Davidson 

The fall meeting of the Blue Ridge Chapter was held on 
Sunday, October 3rd, at the home of Margaret and Lloyd Zur
brigg in Radford. The meeting was well attended, with Lexing
ton, Buena Vista, Rockbridge Baths, Roanoke, Salem, Blacksburg 
and Radford being represented as well as a sizeable group from 
the Greenbrier chapter in Lewisburg, W. Va. 

First on the agenda was a tour of the Zurbrigg's iris garden, 
where we saw a good many fall blooms and one especially inter
esting new seedling of Lloyd's. Their garden was so clean and 
free of weeds that I was ashamed to come home to mine. 

Next came a delicious luncheon followed by the program. 
Bill Allen, of Newport News, gave an enlightening talk on Spuria 
iris, showing beautiful slides along with it. It was evident that 
he had done quite a bit of research on Spurias-most interesting. 
Bill Kelley and Lloyd Zurbrigg followed with a nice selection 
of slides of Remontant iris, showing the many improvements that 
are being made in form and color. 

Officers elected for 1966 were as follows: Chapter Chairman, 
Joe Lynn; Vice-Chairman, Fred Stephenson; Secretary-Treas., 
Mildred Trent; Parliamentarian, Frances Brown. 
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MULCHING WITH SAWDUST 

by Jeanne W. Price 

Exhibition Judge-Region IV 

In some localities large piles of sawdust remain unused or 
are burned because home gardeners do not appreciate its value 
as a mulching material. Sawdust is an excellent material to use 
as a mulch for the vegetable or flower garden, berried bushes, 
plan ts and shrubs. 

Many gardeners are reluctant to apply sawdust around their 
plants because they believe certain injurious effects may occur. 
The advantages outweigh the disadvantages that this material 
should be used without hesitation in any area where it can be 
obtained readily. The advantages are numerous. Namely: it re
duces the crusting of soil and improves the germination of seed 
and the emergence of the young plant. Mulch conserves moisture, 
keeping the soil cool during the hot months. It also helps rain 
water move in the soil. Weeds are easier to control. The yield of 
the bloom or crop is increased and the quality is improved. Vege
tables and flowers may be gathered immediately after a rain 
without the gardener having to walk on muddy ground. 

Benefits derived from plowing the sawdust into the soil after 
it has served as a niulch are: Heavy soils become lighter and 
easier to work and light soils have a higher water-holding capa
city. When decomposed into humus, the nutrient holding ability 
of the soil is increased and is of great importance in sandy soils. 

Sawdust is not toxic to plants and there is no conclusive 
evidence to indicate that sawdust contains substances poisonous 
to plants. Research shows there are no known chemicals in either 
hard or softwood dusts which would irijure plants. Since resin is a 
gummy material that will not dissolve in water, it will not be 
absorbed by plant roots. Evidence that resin will not hurt plants 
is the fact that grafting wax, applied to protect tender plant tis-

.. sues following the grafting operation, contains resin. Only about 
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2 percent resin will be found in pine sawdust and not being solu
ble, it could not possibly injure growing plants. 

Tannins and terpens which may occur in some types of saw
dust do not injure plants. The addition of tannin and tannin-con
taining sawdusts to soil have produced normal flowers and crops. 

Numerous tests conducted throughout different parts of the 
country bear out the fact that sawdust does not make the soil 
acid. Most soils become acid of leaching effects, caused by rain 
water. The final effect of sawdust is to help maintain or increase 
slightly the alkaline reaction of the soil. Nitrogen deficiency may 
develop when large amounts of organic materials are mixed with 
the soil for the bacteria which decompose the organic matter tie 
up the soil nitrogen in an unavailable form. Therefore, nitrogen 
fertilizer may be needed when sawdust is mixed with the soil. 
Most mulched gardens receiving recommended fertilizer treat
ments do not need extra nitrogen. A side dressing of Nitrate of 
Soda, followed by rain or watering, will quickly correct any nitro
gen deficiency noted by the light green or yellow discoloration of 
the leaves. 

Sawdust of either the hard or softwoods may be used in either 
a fresh or weathered condition. Used in a fresh or green condition 
it will last longer than old sawdust and will have a greater effect 
on making soils lighter and more retentive of moisture when 
plowed under. Old sawdust will become humus more rapildy and 
is less likely to cause nitrogen deficiency. 

For shallow rooted flowers, vegetables and berries a one 
inch layer of sawdust will give satisfactory moisture-conserving 
and soil-cooling effects. Under trees, shrubs, roses or berry 
bushes, where a permanent mulch is to be maintained two inches 
of sawdust will be more effective in controlling weeds and will 
not have to be renewed as often as a thinner covering. Garden 
paths may be covered to a greater depth as a weed preventative, 
during the summer season. 

If weeds are more than one inch tall they should be killed by 
cultivating or hoeing before the mulch is applied. If weeds are 



less than one inch tall the sawdust will smother them. Some 
weeds will continue to come up through the mulch but they are 
easily pulled by hand. Their roots are best released from the 
soil when it is moist. Do not cultivate a mulched garden because 
this will mix the sawdust with the soil and destroy its value as a 
mulch. Also, everytime you stir the soil you bring weed seeds 
near the surface where they will germinate. Therefore, everytime 
a garden is cultivated in the usual way, you destroy one crop of 
weeds and plant another. 

A summer mulch for iris can be determined by the planting 
depths of the clumps. Where rhizomes are exposed to the heat of 
the sun, one inch of sawdust can be applied over them and depths 
of two inches may be applied over the surrounding root area. 
This will prevent scalding of rhizomes that depletes the stored 
moisture, causing thickening and burning of delicate tissues. 
Often the rhizomes will take on the green appearance of a potato 
that has emerged from the soil and burned by the sun's rays. 
Only raised beds or plots should be sawdust mulched because of 
the moisture-holding qualities, for plots with poor drainage plus 
the sawdust will became soggy and rot may appear. Iris do not 
like wet feet but do like to be kept moist. 

Winter mulch depths may vary with the altitude and weather 
conditions, but this is best taken care of by just increasing the 
depth of the summer mulch. The time of making winter applica
tion or increasing the depth of the summer mulch is AFTER the 
ground becomes frozen. This is to maintain a more equable soil 
temperature to prevent alternate thawing and freezing-termed: 
Heaving. The purpose is to keep the ground frozen throughout 
the winter months. If a summer mulch has been used this may be 
increased to a depth of two inches over the rhizome area, and up 
to three or four inches over the surrounding root area and be
tween clumps for winter protection. Heavier depths are not 
recommended for the soil must breath or be aerated at all times 
and seasons. 

When spring growth appears the mulch should be removed 
from the rhizome area to allow sunlight to reach the crown of the 
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plant. Surrounding root areas can be left as they are but will make 
bloom season later due to the low soil temperature beneath the 
mulch. Any mulch removed may be used to increase the depths of 
the walkways or reserved for later use in the fall or during the 
winter. 

A complete fertilizer should be used on a sawdust mulched 
garden the same as with a cultivated garden. Use about 30 
pounds of 5-10-5 fertilizer per 1000 square feet of area or 75 
pounds for a 50 x 50 foot garden. The fertilizer may be broadcast 
on the plowed land and harrowed into the top 2 or 3 inches of 
soil or it may be applied in the rows of iris prior to planting. Use 
6 pounds per 100 feet of row and work it into the soil by turning 
the soil over with a spade. If the soil has been tested and has 
a low Potassium, use 5-10-10. If evidence of Nitrogen deficiency 
appears, apply a side-dressing of 5-10-5 along the rows at the 
rate of 2 or 3 pounds per 100 feet of row. If this does not promote 
the desired rate of growth, the application may be repeated. A 
pint of fertilizer weighs about 1 pound. 

Many iris growers prefer to use a Nitrogen carrier such as 
Nitrate of Soda or ANL as a side-dressing as these act more 
rapidly than complete fertilizers. They should be used at the 
rate of about 1 pound per 100 feet of row. In extremely dry sea
sons fertilization may be made be made by the watering method, 
meaning, the nutrients are in liquid form and are poured onto the 
mulch surrounding the plant. All care should be taken not to 
allow the liquid to get on or too near the crowns of plants for it 
is the root system that is to be fed. A complete fertilizer is recom
mended (5-10-5) and you will require a large tub or barrel that is 
water proof. Count the number of clumps to be fertilized and for 
every two clumps pour one pint of fertilizer into the container. 
Add one gallon of water for every two clumps or every pint 
counted. Stir well and often. Let stand at least 24 hours before 
using. Using a half-gallon spray can full of liquid per clump, do 
not disturb the sediment in the bottom of the container. More 
than is necessary for the granules will stop up the holes in the 
spray cap. Wh~n all of the solution is used, add more water to the 
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sediments and reserve for later use should the weather remain 
dry. If not the solution may be used for transplanting and water
ing other flowers and vegetables. Undissolved sediments may be 
left to _dry and later applied to soil that is to be plowed in the fall. 

After sawdust has been used as a mulch it can be incorpo
rated with the soil to increase the workability and humic values. 
In my garden, sawdust is used on all areas including those under 
various tests. Due to the amount of increase shown yearly in the 
iris area, it is necessary to make divisions of clumps every two 
years, consequently, all are lifted and the mulch turned under 
before replanting. This, to some growers, might seem "extra" 
work but by the second year after planting, the clumps are very 
large and crowded which hampers the spray program. The 
turning under has increased the organic matter from 3.0 to 5.6 
in a 5 year period, 

There are several factors to be given consideration when 
buying sawdust. It should be bought by the cubic yard rather 
than weight. One cubic yard will provide a one inch mulch over 
324 square feet of area. About four cubic yards are needed for a 
garden 30 feet wide x 40 feet long. A 50 x 50 foot garden will re
quire about eight cubic yards. If a deeper mulch is desired, these 
amounts must be increased. Know your dealer. Much sawdust 
obtained in certain areas comes from power right-of-ways that 
have been sprayed with powerful weed killing sprays, such as 
2-4-D mixed with oils or gasoline. These can mean instant death 
to your clumps or plants. The best source of supply is a lumber 
company that requires that all bark be removed from the tree 
trunks before they purchase them. Emphasize to your dealer that 
you will not accept any sawdust that carries any odor, other than 
that of the trees themselves. Pine, Cedar, Walnut, Oak and 
Locust are among the many trees that have distinctive odors 
that may be detected in sawdust. Before you allow your load to be 
dumped, it will be to your advantage to hold a handful until it 
warms, then smell it, for if weed killers have been used the heat 
will intensify the odor. Otherwise, you can have a deadly mulch 
and not realize it until extensive damage is done. 
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A gardener relies on the labels gracing the garden products 
he uses for vigorous, superior growth and yield, while sawdust 
does not carry a label for direct use. One must experiment with 
it to appreciate its value as a garden subject. It can be used with 
complete confidence and with results that are rewarding. It will 
not suppress the growth of quack, Johnson or Bermuda grass but 
it will aid the gardener by easier removal of them and repay all 
garden efforts in GOOD GROWTH, YIELD, BUILDING UP 
THE SOIL, WEED AND MOISTURE CONTROL that we, 
as gardeners seek. 

NEWSCAST IS PUBLISHED TRI-ANNUALLY IN MARCH, AUGUST AND 
DECEMBER. 

NEWSCAST IS FREE TO ALL MEMBERS OF REGION IV, A. I. S. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATE TO NON-MEMBERS OF REGION IV-$2.00 per year 
$5.00 for three years 

Permission is granted to reprint any article appearing in Newscast unless 
otherwise specified, provided proper credit is given. 



HOW TO CHOOSE A NAME FOR AN IRIS 
OR 

WHAT'S IN A NAME? 

by Craig D. Ellyson, M.D., Waterloo, Iowa 

This article is dedicated to a group of Iris lovers who filled 
the back seat of The Iris Tour buses in Denver (1963) with 
laughter, song and geniutalichkeit. During the course of the 
tours, the writer (by then an authority on The Great West
his audience was all from the East and had never been West 
before!) expounded on how easy it was to name Iris. Amid 
raised eyebrows and snorts, a list was jotted down, which still 
evokes a silent giggle when those 1963 garden notes are read (the 
same note book which was lost and re-gained, thanks to Ed 
Long). 

Here is the list as roughly compiled on The Bus. Skull Creek, 
Pleasant Valley, Honey Comb or Comb-Honey, Hiawatha Gar
dens, Show-Off, Ham Actor, Whistling Dove, Phanton Canyon 
(used by the writer in registering an Iris in 1964) Whirling 
Dirvish, Dusty Purple or Dusky Purple, Swishie Swirles or 
Swishies, Follow Me, Denver Flash, Cottonwood Fuzz, Spoon 
Bread and Apple Pan Dowdy. 

This rather staggering list (some might wish to change to 
gagging list) was inspired by the talk, scenic areas and nature. 
Then, just for fun, others were added: Chief Paid Bate, Skitch 
Hop and Chink Peaks. 

Many names are to designate color and shade. Apricot Heart, 
Peaches Jimallini (a desert whose color can grace any Iris) Yolk 
Yellow, Peridot, Shalimar, Kashmir. Some can note a definite 
color-others imply color. Inverurie and Harwick Port call up the 
grey color of the shingled cottages in the Cape Cod area. 

Many hybridizers shun naming Iris after people-because, 
· -a.1though--it is hQnoring:, t?o many times the popularity of the 
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flower wanes and it is forgotten-this can be avoided by either 
double meaning or descriptive name-Burma Rose* is not named 
for a color, but for a lovely girl from The Far East who carried 
a rhizome back with her. Thai' Tick* is named for a youth from 
Thailand by the name of Suypamut Aringwose-better known 
as Tick. A rhizome accompanied him when he returned to Siam. 
Slava*-Russian for "Glory" was the nickname given by his 
parents to the famous Russian Pianist Sviatislai Richter and 
used to register this pinkest cast iris in his honor. It now grows 
in his garden outside of Moscow and he reported good growth 
and increase so far from home. Tall David is a name that should 
be used to honor iris hybridizer David Hall, but, who will create 
a fine enough bloom to do adequate homage to this fine irisarian? 

While re-reading Benet's "John Brown's Body" a list of 
suggestive word paintings were collected-these are just from 
one book. Riversmoke. Goosefeather Sky, White Feather, Shiver
ing Birch, Blue Shadows, Palest Lilac, Silver Woodwinds, Ham
mered Heaven, Frost Cloud, Air Skin, Naked Candle, Red Buck
eye, Yellow Wheat, Burnt Gold, Silver Nail, White Foam, Leaf 
Pattern (Pattern of leaves) Cold Star, Murmuring Pigeons, 
Moon-glittered, Silver Cloud, Indian Magic, Heart Strings and 
Pillar of Smoke , Smoke Pillar. 

From other readings one can glean interesting and euphoni
ous names: \Vood-hue, Enigma and Skillipoop. The last one is 
title to a dance introduced by Duke Ellington as "Trying to make 
what you are doing look better than what you are really doing", 
which makes it an ideal name for an iris. 

This is a creative enterprize and one in which imagination 
and fun must go hand in hand. Sometimes-many times your 
"public" will question, or even ridicule the choice. Stick to your 
guns-but further still, explain why the exact choice. Again, back 
to the Botanical Gardens in Denver, a couple were overheard 
saying "Sun Dog!* what a nice flower and what an ugly name!" 
Here in the northern states we have sunsets on cold nights and as 
the horizon-two pale glowing areas are seen equi-distant on 
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either side of the sun in pale cream yellow-called Sun Dogs and 
a shade once seen-never forgotten. 

*Iris registered by the author. 

ED. NOTE: Craig Ellyson is one of those delightful people whose sharp 
intelligence, effervescence and rare wit, once encountered, is never for
gotten. He is an enchanting companion, fascinating conversationalist and 
a warm and understandin.g friend. Although he refers lightly to himself as 
an "authority on the Great West", I suspect that he knows more than most 
of the natives about magnificent Colorado country. Certainly, to a bunch of 
green Easterners, he made it more meaningful and exciting than it ever 
could have been without him. Our thanks, Craig, for this enlightening con
tribution to Newscast. Although I have never hybridized, the thought of 
"Skillipoop" is almost enough to bring me into the fold! 

A garden that all of us can plant at anytime during the year 
which is not affected by rain, temperature, drought or insects: 
4 rows of peas: Preparedness, Politeness, Perseverance, Prayer. 
3 rows of squash: Squash gossip, Squash indifference, Squash 

criticism. 
6 rows of lettuce: Let us be faithful, Let us be loyal, Let us be 

unselfish, Let us love one another, Let us be trustful. 
4 rows of turnips: Turn up at meetings, Turn up with a smile, 

Turn up with new ideas, Turn up with determination. 

Author unknown 
Submitted by Jeanne Price 
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WE'LL MISS YOU MRS. STELLER I 

Dear Mrs. Frantz, 

100 Mahood Avenue 
Princeton, West Virginia 
October 8th, 1965 

~our card came today and I wish you much luck. I am 
moving the last of next week to California to be near my children 
as I need them and they won't worry so much about by being 
alone here another winter. So, it's best, I hope. I love West 
Virginia altho I'm a Virginian by birth. I have enjoyed our Iris 
Society so much and hate to give up my garden. Will take a few 
iris and some hollies I've raised from seed and a lot of seeds to 
plant this fall. I went out in September and found a home I'll 
rent and try to get all planted before Christmas. They don't have 
winter as we do here. Roses and lots of hardy bushes bloom all 
winter. 

I'm sure you will do fine in your job and I'll send you my 
address when I get settled. I hope to go over to the Kelleys' next 
week if I can possibly squeeze in the time. 

Remember me to all our friends. I hate to leave them all, but 
I'll write some time. 

With all good wishes, 
Sincerely, 
s/ Jane Steller 

P.S. Will send check for Newscast. How much? 

Mrs. A. W. Steller 
Princeton, West Virginia 
Dear Mrs. Steller, 

November 21, 1965 

It was such a pleasure to hear from you and I would have 
answered at once but you mentioned that you would probably 
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attend the Greenbrier Chapter meeting and I had hoped to see 
you there. Sorry you didn't make it. Your many friends wanted 
very much to see you. 

We hate to lose you from Region IV. You have been an 
inspiration to many of us through the years. We certainly want 
to keep in touch with you. At our Regional Board Meeting in 
Roanoke on November 6, we voted to make you an honorary 
lifetime member of Region IV. As such, you will automatically 
receive Newscast. You are the first to receive this honor. It has 
no bearing on your membership in A. I. S. It is only a small 
token of our affection and the esteen in which we hold you. 

Am sending this letter to your old address with the request 
that it be forwarded to you. Will you please let me know your 
new address in the near future? 

We will not forget you and we hope your new life will be 
filled to the brim with health and happiness. 

Yours most sincerely, 

RENA FRANTZ 

WHOOPS! 

Submitted by Rena Kizziar 

I recently received a form letter form a well-known iris 
garden (no doubt many others in the Region received this also), 
and my eyes widened when I scanned the last line, reading: 

"Again we wish to thank you for your odors and your lovely 
letters." ! ! ! 
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BEHIND THE BALLOTING FOR A WARDS 

OF THE A. I. S., 1965 

by Jim Aultz 

Now that the Awards of the A. I. S. for 1965 have been 
announced, there are undoubtedly questions in the minds of many 
members as to why certain irises were omitted from the list. 
A. I. S. Garden and Exhibition Judges are well aware that the 
ballot is a long one, and· for some-at least-far from simple to 
mark. Non-Judges may not be so familiar with this fact. 

It may be explained that judges are supposed to vote only for 
those irises they have actually seen in bloom, preferably in many 
gardens in different parts of the country, over a period of several 
years. 

Consider the Dykes Medal winner in which everyone is pre
sumably most interested. Eligible in any given year are approxi
mately fifty irises, which in the previous years have received 
the Award of Merit or its equivalent; their date of having won 
this award must not exceed five years; an A. I. S. Judge may vote 
for only one! So, if your choice of O,ne Desire, for example, did 
not win the Dykes in '65, don't be too disappointed. 

Judges have a way of being faithful to their favorites over 
a period of several years. The top runner-up for this honor for 
the previous year is the iris most likely to win the Dykes Medal 
in any year under consideration. 

How many irises are eligible for the Award of Merit each 
year? Over 300 ! Each judge votes for twelve. Twelve irises 
usually receive the Award and an equal number are designated as 
Runners-Up. 

Do you think a great many irises win Honorable Mention? 
The list of those eligible to receive it may be 800! Judges may 
vote for 15 tall bearded and 5 in each of the other classes. 
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We shall not go into the other awards here, for they are even 
more difficult to name, especially if one has seen few Siberians, 
Miniature Dwarf Bearded irises, and so forth. 

In this connection, two special awards may be mentioned: 
The Cook-Lapham Award (ponder a while on the best red iris 
in commerce during any given year!) and the newly created 
CLARA B. REES AW ARD, which need not concern an A. I. S. 
Judge-unless he wants to vote for his favorite white iris-and 
many of the Judges we know are especially fond of white irises! 

Many fine new irises are introduced into commerce each 
year. Hybridizers make it a point to see that these are shown as 
Guest Irises in the tour gardens at the Annual Meeting of the 
A.LS. each year. A.LS. Judges have the enjoyable privilege of 
naming a number of these to be designated as the Judge's Choice, 
which list also appears in the A.LS. Bulletin along with the regu
lar Awards list. 

So it goes! Second-guessing or out-guessing the Judges is 
fun; try it yourself some time. 
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SIBERIAN IRISES 

by Nannie J. Paquet 

There are some old sayings that fit in here, "You are never 
too old to learn", and "If at first you don't succeed, try, try 
again". 

I have tried to grow Siberians along in my Tall Bearded beds 
but they never did grow well nor did they do any good blooming. 
I knew something was not right for them. Last year I received an 
Iris catalog which had the directions for making an acid bed and 
it gave names of the Irises that need acid soil, of course the 
Siberians were among the list. So I decided to make an acid bed 
just for the Siberians. I put manure in the bottom and added 
sulphur and acid fertilizer as directed. I took up all the Siberians 
from where I had them and planted them in the acid bed. When 
Spring came I had the biggest, healthiest grass and weeds you 
would ever want to see and could hardly find the Siberians. 

When I got the bed cleaned out I was missing some Siberi
ans, so I suppose I carried them out along with the weeds and 
grass. 

All summer long I watered the bed well, and I have never 
seen such wonderful growth and increase. I am looking forward 
to bloom in the Spring, These are the names of the Siberians I 
have : Blue Moon, Cool Spring, Crystal Charm, Gatineau, Helen 
Astor, Snowy Egret, Tycoon, Tropic Night, Towanda Redflare 
and Yankee Trader. 

Another thing I have done to have something of interest for 
the tour in 1966 is to make a perennial border of the beds 
edging one garden, I have just finished setting out the last plants 
I will put in for the first blooming. 

Watch for the Siberian bed and the Perennial border when 
you visit my garden and enjoy them with me. 
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SOFT ROT IN IRISES 
by Judith McLeod 

This has been an extremely difficult summer for iris growers. 
Some sections were plagued with extreme drought, others with 
floods, and here in the mountains of North Carolina we had a 
season of unusual heat and humidity. These conditions are ideal 
for causing soft rot, and it is about this disease I wish to write. 

First of all, my iris patch is located in a well drained field of 
rich, sandy loam. We dug a drainage ditch all around the patch to 
drain off the excess rains which were often one to two inches per 
shower. These showers came every day for more than two 
months. However, in spite of these heavy rains we were able. to 
keep the field well drained. 

Since drainage was not the problem, it was necessary to look 
for another cause of the rot. As a precaution, all new rhizomes 
were first soaked in a solution of Clorox and water, then thor
oughly dried before planting. Rot still developed among the new 
as well as the older well established plants. I tried dusting the 
cut surfaces with sulfur-no good. Then I tried spraying with 
Carco-X-the rot was worse than ever. · · 

Then a friend told me to scrape away the rot from the af
fected rhizome and dust the scraped area with Ajax. This helped 
to a certain extent, but the rhizome frequently started to rot again 
under the Ajax-dried surface. Many other things were tried with 
as little success. 

At the end of the season I was able to obtain enough bichlo
ride of mercury to make a gallon of solution. This time I scraped 
off the rot, drenched the rhizome in the solution, dried it thor
oughly, and replanted. This remedy is given in Cooley's catalog. 
So far, it has been the most effective cure as l have b.een able to 
save all rhizomes that were not too far gone. 

The weather is cooler now, and the irises are· growing very 
vigorously. What causes the rot I still don't know. The most 
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amazing thing is the rapidity with which a rhizome can be af
fected. An iris that looks healthy one day can be flopped over 
the next. Believe it or not, the Mohrs or oncos which do not do 
very well in this climate normally have done as well or better 
than any of the others. 

· All this leads up to the fact that we need research into the 
causes, control, and cure of the soft rot. Many iris growers have 
become so discouraged they are giving up growing them and 
are turning to plants like daylilies which are not subject to 
many diseases or pests. Let's all try to find out as much as 
possible about soft rot so that we can conquer it and grow fine 
irises without fear of losing them. 
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SEEING IRISES IN ARKANSAS 
by Jim Aultz 

Through the pages of Newscast, may we share with you a 
delightful visit made last April? At that time, we accepted Mrs. 
Vay B. Sargo's long-standing invitation to visit, to see her iris 
garden as well as others in and near Hot Springs, Arkansas, to 
go on iris tours and to take in iris shows. 

"Rehobeth", Mrs. Sargo's four-and-one-half-acre garden, is 
situated in a shallow ravine, which slopes downward toward State 
Route 7, about four miles outside the city proper. A five-year 
plan for developing the property was decided upon by the owner, 
when she moved there two years ago. Planting has progressed 
steadily and according to plan, although the going has not always 
been easy nor as rapid as this avid gardener might have wished, 
for Mrs. Sargo has no outside help working on a regular basis. 

Planting areas are now well-defined, paths and driveways 
provide easy access to the main planting of all types of irises. 
Siberians grow along the banks of a brook-in-the-making (from 
a former natural culvert). Louisianas, Arilbreds, and Japanese 
irises are found in other parts of the garden. In addition, suit
able perennials, flowering shrubs and trees, bulbs and other plant 
materials are being added as time permits. 

A wildflower area, rock garden, and bird sanctuary are part 
of the general plan. Several pools of various sizes are also con
templated. 

As this garden will be seen by many visitors from Arkansas 
as well as other states, gifts of modern irises for the display bor
ders are being gratefully received. 

What a joy it was to observe such a large garden, each day, 
as the irises and other spring flowers came into bloom, over a 
period of weeks! Naturally, there was much work to be done 
around the place, and never enough hands to do it. We happily 
contributed a little labor during our stay-pleased to have a small 
part in the making of a garden that will grow lovelier with each 
passing year. When you visit Arkansas, make it a point to see 
"Rehobeth,,. We hope to visit it again and again. 
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When The Central Arkansas Iris Society needed a site for 
their Test Garden, the Sargo property a "natural" for the project. 
Accordingly, the ground was prepared well this spring. Early this 
summer Mrs. Sargo wrote that plants had begun to arrive. Both 
median and tall bearded iris seedlings from all Regions of A.LS. 
will be gratefully accepted and given the best of care by the com
mittee in charge, all of whom are experts in the growing of irises. 
Siberian, Spuria, Japanese and other types of iris seedlings will 
be welcomed. 

In Central Arkansas, the resort city of Hot Springs and the 
State Capitol at Little Rock are within easy driving distance of 
each other. Interest in iris activity is great in both cities. Sched
ules of garden tours and iris shows are arranged in such a way 
that all members of sectional and local iris socities as well as 
visitors to this section of the country may attend all iris events. 
Thus, attendance is increased and greater interest is created in 
irises, everywhere in the area. 

Hot Springs and Little Rock iris shows are presented in 
cooperation with The American Iris Society, and governed by 
its rules for staging such events. 

The iris show in Hot Springs was held in the lobby of The 
Second National Bank. Mr. and Mrs. Zeh Dennis, Jr., accredited 
A.LS. Exhibition Judges, who recently moved to Arkansas from 
New Jersey, judged this show. Mrs. Dennis is a hybridizer who 
likes the smaller irises. Dale Dennis, named after her daughter, 
is one of her well-known introductions. Both of the Dennises, 
incidently, are quite enthusiastic about the climate of Hot Springs 
and the great possibilities for growing irises there. "Best of 
Show" award at Hot Springs went to High Heels, a beautifully 
branched blue iris which this writer does not remember having 
seen in Region 4, although some of our gardeners undoubtedly 
grow it. 

A feature of this show was Mrs. Sargo's Educational Ex
hibit of irises other than tall bearded. Only the Siberian entries 
were in bloom, but much attention was attracted to the foliage 
of the plants. When it became known that the visitor from West 
Virginia was an A.I.S. Garden Judge, many questions were asked 
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which we answered cheerfully and to the best of our ability. Nor 
were we exactly reticent about mentioning Region 4, from whence 
we came ! However, everyone we met seemed anxious to hear 
what was going on in iris circles elsewhere. 

The large, modern and attractive building of the Arkansas 
Power and Light Company at Little Rock housed both The 
Central Arkansas Iris Society's Sixth Exhibition "IRIS 
THROUGH. THE AGES" and the 8th Annual Arkansas Festival 
of Arts at the time of our visit. Throngs of admiring visitors were 
in attendance. "Best of Show" at Little Rock was a specimen of 
Indiglow. Frankly, we were much too busy looking at the many 
fine iris shown to make many notes at either of the iris shows 
mentioned here. 

An extra added attraction of the Little Rock show was a 
display of iris paintings done in pastels, by young Don Lockyear 
of that city. One is completed each year, as a gift for the mother 
of the artist on her birthday. These paintings were also on dis
play in the garden of their owner, one of the nine on the Little 
Rock garden tour which we shall discribe later. 

The Hot Springs Iris Garden Tour began on the lawn of the 
county court house, where the local iris society maintains a 
large planting of newer varieties. Approximately 100 persons 
registered for the tour, for which a modest fee was charged. 
Several attractive gardens were visited before noon. A delicious 
luncheon was served in the lovely garden of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
E. Woracek, over-looking one of the numerous lakes that dot the 
state. A gentle breeze blew over the irises which grew in a state 
of perfection there. After a full schedule of garden visits, the tour 
ended at the garden of Mrs. Sargo, described earlier in this article. 
Light refreshments were served, bringing to an end a thoroughly 
enjoyable day. 

Little Rock gardens are often planted on lots that slope 
sharply from front to rear. Owners have utilized their space in 
various ways that amaze the tourist-visitor. Here again, we were 
too busy just looking (and talking, we admit) to take notes on 

40 



particular flowers, although beautiful irises were the rule where 
ever we went, in Arkansas. 

One day was spent north of Hot Springs, in the garden of 
Mr. and Mrs. Huston W. Worst, at Fort Smith. Maybe the 
wonderful river-bottom soil has something to do with it, but 
irises grow to perfection in that locality. It was here we saw a 
specimen of Ribbon Rou.nd that lived up to all of the superlatives 
claimed for Chet Tompkins' '63 introduction. The wonderful 
fragrance of this lovely blue and white plicata is something we 
had not been told about. 

The date of the Annual Meeting of A.LS. approached, and 
with it the end of our visit to Arkansas. But still another rare 
treat was in store. Mrs. Sargo had said the garden of J. D. 
Lybrand, at Sheridan, south of Hot Springs was a "Must see'
for Louisiana irises. So, Memphis-bound in the Sargo car, with 
the Dennises as traveling companions, we were on our way to 
see our final Arkansas garden. Louisiana irises were almost 
totally unfamiliar to this West Virginian and to the Dennises. 
At Lybrand's we saw them in great numbers and were delighted 
with what we saw! Our wonderfully kind host accompanied us 
throughout our visit, answering with great patience the many 
questions put to him. The Louisiana irises are grown in a natural
ized setting, but not a swampy one. We were tolc;l the garden may 
be flooded in the spring, however. The lovely Louisiana irises are 
truly different in form and color. Some of them will grow as far 
north as Canada. More of them should be seen in Region 4 
gardens. 

A feature of the Lybrand garden which also attracted at
tention was the greenhouse in which tropical plants were grown. 
Here were more horticultural specimens unfamiliar to the visitors 
from the north. One always wishes to linger in such a garden far 
longer than the time allotted for one's stay. 

In conclusion, we must mention our sincere deside to return 
to Arkansas at the earliest opportunity. Great courtesy and 
kindness was shown to us wherever we went during our visit. 
This visitor from Region 4 will long remember the friendliness of 
Arkansas people and the warmth of their hospitality. 
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THE BEST THINGS IN SMALL PACKAGES 
by Rena Kizziar 

Median Representative, Region IV 

If the tall bearded iris has been the sole love of your life until 
this point, I'd like to issue an open invitation to try a few of the 
smaller iris ; you'll be glad you did. In this area the miniature 
dwarfs bloom in late February or early March, despite tempera
mental weather. From that time until the talls in May, you have 
a succession of bloom from the standard dwarfs, the intermedi
ates, and finally the miniature talls and the borders. Isn't this 
better than waiting eleven months for perhaps one month of 
bloom from the talls? Then, too, these small iris have come a long 
way from their ugly duckling beginning. To show you how 
they've changed, let me take you along on my trip this year to 
the Median Test Garden in Indianapolis and other median gar
dens in Indiana and Illinois. 

The Test Garden is maintained by Earl Roberts, and here are 
grown countless seedlings and named varieties, both Earl's own 
and those of other hybridizers. One to whet your jaded appetite 
in an unusual Helen Doriot seedling, lavender standards with 
deeper edge, mustard green falls edged violet, and a tri-color 
beard of orange, light and dark lavender. Eye Shadow (Roberts 
'64) is 14" of winsome medium violet with wine spot, blue-velvet 
beard, and perfect form. Unintroduced as yet, a sib to Eye 
Shadow, sporting lavender-tan standards and lavender falls lined 
light brown, has the tentative name of Cool Oasis or Lilac 
Shadow. Spring Fem (Roberts '64) is quite attractive-white 
with large green-yellow rayed halo on wide, rounded falls, a 
study in brown is Arrangement (Goett '63), SDB 14", with smoky 
brown standards, dark brown falls, blue beard. Snow Troll (Goett 
'63) flaunts greenish white standards, blended olive and brown 
falls. A 12" white with brilliant blue spot catches the eye-it's 
Elisa Bee (Warburton '63). In tones of blue and green is Green 
Meteor (Motsch '63), a light blue with mustard-green spot and 
lavender beard. Unusual color combinations and striking beard 
col9rs, rare in the talls, are almost standard with the small iris, 



and Moonblaze (Peterson '64) proves the point. Basically a gray 
-tan, it has a blue wash over the falls and a blue beard. Alta 
Brown's Sky Baby ('63) is a ruffled blue doll. Another striking 
iris, similar in color to Eye Shadow, is Bright Beacon (Adelaide 
Peterson), a bright beacon indeed with lavender standards, red 
falls edged lavender, and blue beard. Two Helen Stevens 1965 
introductions, Sudden Music, a lovely wine red, and Laughter, 
yellow with blue beard, are contenders for standard dwarf honors. 
Lilli Mohr (Vallette '63) is attractive and very onco in appear-
ance, a tan with wine signal. · 

Earl's intermediates make good showing. Two of his whites 
are Astralite (Roberts '62) and Elfin Princess (Roberts '65), both 
beautifully formed. In the brown shades he offers Gypsy Flair 
(Roberts '63), flaring, ruffled, bright amber standards, red-brown 
falls edged amber, and Elfin Antique, a lovely antique gold. Dr. 
Randolph's Barbi (1961), delightfully ruffled yellow intermediate, 
seems not to have been accorded rightful recognition. 

Everywhere in the Indianapolis area I found magnificent 
arils, but this is another story. On a return trip to the Roberts 
garden I met Wilma Greenlee, one of the foremost breeders of 
intermediates, and returned with her to her home at Horace, 
Illinois. Wilma lives in a charming, weathered gray frame house 
set in an equally charming garden, which includes a complete 
wild flower collection. Numerous iris seedlings are growing in 
two areas, and especially entrancing is a beautifully ruffled blue 
intermediate she hopes to call Singing Waters. Another, 62-12, 
has cool lavender standards, warm rose-velvet falls edged color of 
the standards. Illiana, her 1965 intermediate introduction, is a 
lovely blend of tan and blue. Resplendent in black-velvet is 
Ebony< Embers, a new Brizendine intermediate. Zing, a Brizen
dine standard dwarf, is a glowing antique gold with lavender-blue 
beard. Also calling attention is a clump of Dateline (Jonas '57), 
an intermediate with white standards, bright yellow falls, which 
is all too little known. 

Of the many nice iris in the garden of Bonnie Dunbar, 
Indianapolis, I am especially intrigued with Lime Ripples (A. 
Brown '60), ruffled lime-yellow. 



One of the most exciting standard dwarfs to bloom in the 
home garden was Wee Scot (S. Street '62), an aril-med, whose 
violet satin, tightly twirled standards topped black-velvet falls 
with brown beard and signal. Stanley Street has been breeding 
these aril dwarfs for some time, and this year has a breathtaking 
yellow with black signal, called Seletta. Also liked was Dancing 
Bee (Roberts '59), light yellow standards and contrasting violet 
falls flocked deeper. This occasionally has four falls. Lillipinkput 
(Douglas '60) burst forth with a carpet of apricot blooms. Else
where in the Norfolk area Little Lane (Plough '64), white with 
yellow ray pattern, graced the Ward Garden, and Delicate Air 
(Warburton '62), in pastel blues and greens, and Easter Holiday 
(Durrance '61), yellow with lavender-blue beard, adorned the 
garden of Dr. Anne Lee. 

This is only a smattering of the wonderful medians seen this 
season, but in this small space it would be impossible to mention 
them all. 

Not only do these smaller iris offer beauty and early bloom, 
but as an added inducement they can be obtained for a fraction of 
the cost of the talls. Won't you try them? 
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FIRST YEAR REPORT ON REBLOOMING 
IRIS FROM "THE HOMESTEAD" 

by Ellen K. Crouch 

Last year I acquired quite a few new Iris, including a number 
of "rebloomers" from Rainbow Iris Hybridizing Gardens (Placer
ville, Calif.). There was a delay-and some were held 3 weeks or 
so until my husband (Stanley) could finish the cinderblock wall 
he was building in the back yard. When dirt was filled in I had 
a terrace with room for more than 100 Iris. He made the holes; 
I did the planting (Phew!). 

This Spring most of the plants bloomed. But since they are 
less common I am reporting only on the "rebloomers." 

Bloomed in Spring only:-Lady Moon (buds too late in Fall 
-Nov.); Dawn Rose (nice in spring-no rebloom); Gay Pal 
(nice in spring-no rebloom); Blue Valley (nice in Spring-no 
rebloom). 

Rebloomed:-Autum,n Delight (very short stalk in Spring
good stalks & lots of blooms in Fall, but ~ of them imperfect); 
Nappanee (very successful-plant looks frail but blooms well
a red bitone). 

Bloomed in Fall ·only :-Beaucatcher (a tangerine-bearded 
pastel apricot with very good substance and slight ruffling
good stalks, many flowers, bloomed over 6 weeks from Sept. 9 
on-one stalk wet with rain and bearing 6 open blooms required 
staking); July Beaut}" (nice color, lilac blue-put up 2 stalks 
from each mature fan); September Sparkler (not an up-to-date 
flower, poor substance, heavy haft-markings) ; Winter Flame 
(wine red bitone with yellow beards, nice ;-no bloom in Spring, 
moved in Summer, bloomed 10-24-65-late bloom but maybe 
earlier when not moved). 

No bloom:-Blue Surprise (some trouble in this plant
hoping for better luck next year) ;Aahme (buds too late in Fall 
-Nov.). 

My present recommendations for this area: Beaucatcher, 
July Beauty, Nappanee-and Winter Flame, if it blooms earlier 
in the future when undisturbed. 
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Hello Folks: 

FANNIE'S CHATTER 
by Fannie Stadler 

Remember I told you about my new garden which I had 
been making in the old chicken lot? I raised the beds by using 
the path to build up. It worked fine-but maybe we had too much 
rain and humid weather in July and August-have had rot in 
several new clumps and almost lost a few before I knew it. When 
I found it, I scraped them clean as possible and sifted on the 
Ajax (any good scouring powder will do). Soon, little ears were 
growing on the side. Another thing, this lot may be too rich for 
iris. It has been several years since we had chickens, but the 
weeds still grow as tall as the old chicken house. One bed of 
daylilies really loved it. They have grown and multiplied and 
bloomed all the year like mad! At this late date-October 8th
there are several daylilies still blooming. 

I haven't grown many of the remontant iris, so I have few 
that bloom this late. Alice Bouldin, a friend of mine who lives 
about ten miles away, has, perhaps, over a hundred fall blooming 
varieties and they really bloom for her. I saw her garden last 
fall and it looked almost like spring. Maybe she can tell us how 
to make them bloom in the fall-as even those I do have don't 
perform for me in the fall-usually just a stalk here and there. 
But I did have some grand bloom in the spring-the new varieties 
just take your breath away. 

I must tell you about some of the new varieties I have put 
in for next spring. Since my garden is to be on the N. C. Iris 
Society tour and since Region 4 meeting is to be in Greensboro
! am hoping a lot of you will come by my iris patch and see. 
Reidsville is between Danville, Va. and Greensboro--so it's only 
a little way out to my place-do come-I'll have the coffee on. 

The new iris include guest plants from several growers-
some under number and some named to be introduced next year

..... from Tell, Plough, Hamblen and Moldovan-and then, I emptied 
my pocketoook for things I really wanted myself, such as Artie 

46 



Fury, Irish Lullaby, Prince Indigo, Wild Apache, Wild Peacock, 
Gingersnap, French Lace, Rainbow Valley, Delicious, White 
Drapes, Night Song, Peace Patrol, Skywatch and Courtship-
and lest you think I robbed a bank somewhere, I will not list all 
of them-but will say that I added several of Georgia Hinkle's 
new varieties. I have loved everything she has introduced-she 
really knows a good iris. More later. 

As ever-

FANNIE 

P.S. Say, I meant to tell you, I met our Assistant R. V. P. in 
the summer when I attended \Vashington City Daylily Tour in 
July-Frank Bennett and his two little sons were in our bus for 
the tour and his home was one of the gardens we visited-we 
got to know him as "Bud"-and he knew me as "Fannie's 
Chatter". 

MRS. FANNIE STANFIELD STADLER 

We regret to announce the passing o.f one of our loyal mem
bers, Mrs. L. E. (Fannie S.) Stadler, Reidsville, North Carolina, 
on December 4, 1965, age 65. She died suddenly of a heart attack. 
Mrs. Stadler was a regular contributor of "The Fannie's Chatter" 
articles which we have enjoyed so much in the past. We shall 
miss her. 

NANNIE PAQUET 
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Milton, West Va. 
Oct. 8, 1965 

.Members of Region 4, A. I. S. : 

Hi, and greetings from Milton, W. Va. WHAT! you never 
heard of the place? Well I didn't expect you to really. We are 
just a dot on the map. We have three A. I. S. members, and folks 
around here are beginning to get interested in IRIS. When I 
meet people in stores and places of business the first thing they 
say is, "Aren't you the one who grows the lovely Iris?" Now isn't 
that sweet to be known by the flowers that I grow? 

People call and ask me to come to their garden club meetings 
and give them a few tips on growing IRIS. I'm the poorest 
speaker in the world, but I can get carried away when it comes 
to talking IRIS. Oh! have we (Lyle and I) had fun this summer 
at the Iris auctions! Roanoke was all we expected and more. We 
will just have to live another year, to make that trip again and 
to see those lovely things that we brought home bloom in our 
own little garden. 

We also attended our own auction at St. Albans West Vir
ginia at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Bill Miller who are two of my 
favorite people. We always have a good time when we are with 
the folks around St. Albans. Those ladies sure can cook. UMM
UMM ! good! THANKS to all of you. I must HURRY, HURRY 
now. I am looking forward to seeing all of you in Greensboro, 
N. C. when the Iris bloom. 

Love to all, 

RUBY BLEDSOE 
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Regional Board 

~ferry Christmas ! 
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We'll Miss You Miss Steller! 
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