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MEMBERSHIP REPORT, REGION 4, A.I.S. 
December 31, 1963 through December 1, 1964 

NON-RENEWALS 
Cancel & 

Chapter Memberships Members Trans. Total Loss 

Eastern N. C. . ......... 19 23 2 25 
Blue Ridge ............ 11 13 1 14 
South. W. Va. .......... 9 13 2 15 
C. & P ................. 14 14 1 15 
Norfolk ............... 6 7 0 7 
West. N. C ............. 4 4 1 5 
Richmond ............. 5 5 0 5 
Mt. W. Va. ............. 1 1 2 3 
Cent. \V. Va ............ 1 1 0 1 
Marydel ................ 4 4 0 4 - -

74 85 9 94 

NEW MEMBERS 

Total 
Chapter Memberships Family Members Loss Net Gain 

Eastern N. C. ....... 11 3 14 25 -11 
Blue Ridge .......... 8 2 10 14 - 4 
South. W. Va ........ 9 2 11 15 - 4 
C. & P. ............. 12 2 14 15 - 1 
Norfolk .............. 4 1 5 7 - 2 
West. N. C. ......... 3 0 3 5 - 2 
Richmond ............ 4 1 5 5 0 
Mt. W. Va. ......... 1 0 1 3 - 2 
Cent. W. Va ......... 2 0 2 1 1 
Marydel ............ 5 1 6 4 2 

59 12 71 94 -23 

As you may see only three chapters failed to show a loss 
during the past seven months. This is the first year in many in 
which we have failed to show a gain. 
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PRESENT MEMBERSHIP BY CHAPTERS 

Eastern N. C. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 
Blue Ridge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 
Southern W. Va............ 54 
C. & P ............•....... 85 
Norfolk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 
Western N. C. . . . .. . . . . . . • . 48 
Richmond . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 23 
Mountaineer W. Va. . . . . . . . . 12 
Central W. Va. . . . .. . . .. . . . 22 
Marydel .................. 27 

Total ....•.....•...... 435 
F. G. STEPHENSON, 
Membership Chairman 
Region 4, A.I.S. 

MEMBERSHIP LIST CHANGES 
C. & P. Chapter 

New Members--
Mrs. Thomas H. Hughes, Rt. 1 Box 56, Westminister, Md. 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Cox, 7801 ,Columbia Pike, Falls 

Church, Va. 
Mr. Howard Devilbiss, Rt. 5 Box 204, Westminister, Md. 

Transfer out-
Mrs. Isabelle D. Burchfield 

Eastern N. C. 

New Members--
Mr. and Mrs. John Dughi, 2508 Beechridge Road, Raleigh, 

N.C. 
Mrs. Shepherd D. Storay, 2215 Arrington Drive, Durham, 

N. C. 27707 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman E. Buchanan, Rt. 2, Mocksville, N. C. 
Mrs. Robert J. Harned, 1601 Piper Place, Greensboro N. C. 
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Address Changes-
C. M. Reece, P. 0. Box 438, Walkertown, N. C. 27051 
Mr. and Mrs. Claude C. O'Brien, 330 Walser Road, Greens

boro, N. C. 27406 

Cancellation-
Mrs. Helen S. Carroll, Reidsville, N. C. 

Blue Ridge Va. 
New Members-

Miss Betty Clark, Rt. 1 Box 58, Eagle Rock, Va. 
Mr. Stewart S. Cox, Rt. 3, Christiansburg, Va. 
Mr. D. E. Withrow, Jr., Box 126, Goshen, Va. 

Address Change-
Mr. Louis McDonald, 528 Victoria Ave., Lynchburg, Va. 
Prof. and Mrs. Lloyd Zurbrigg, 903 Tyler Ave., Radford Va. 

Address Change-
Mrs. R. L. Robertson, 2915 Mt. Pleasant Blvd., Roanoke, Va. 

Western N. C. 
NewMember-

Mrs. James W. Winkler, 301 Horn West Drive, Boone, N. C. 

Transferred out-
.Mr. J. Boyd Horton 

Norfolk, Virginia 
New Members-

Mr. and Mrs. Ray T. Hux, 1905 Dayton Road, Virginia 
Beach, Va. 23455 

Marydel 
New Members-

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Griffith, Hidden Acres Iris Gardens, 
Rt. 1 Box 189, Federalsburg, Md. 

Mrs. Burman Mace, Cambridge, Md. 



Southern W. Va. 
New Members-

Mrs. Clarence E. Hall, Star Route 2, Peterstown, W. Va. 
Mrs. T. W. Henry, 302 S. Court Street, Lewisburg, W. Va. 

Cancellation-
Mr. and Mrs. C. L. Lantz, 422 Ninth Ave., St. Albans, W. Va. 

Mountaineer W. Va 
NewMember-

Mr.]. Woodrow Harrison, Jones Spring, W. Va. 

Cancellation-
Mr. and Mrs. M. Birney Wright, Morgantown, W. Va. 

Shown on list in error-
Mrs. Ethel Reynolds, Davisville, W. Va. 

Central W. Va. 
NewMember-

Mr. Harold Campbell, Box 442 Cove Station, Weirton; 
W. Va. 26063 

Omitted from Membership List-
Mrs. Ethel Reynolds, Davisville, W. Va. 

Richmond, Va. 
New Members-

· Mrs. J. H. Hasher, Tmy, Va. 
Mrs. ·Dorothy Cunningham, Gladstone, Va. 

Note to Membership Chairmen: Please make the above 
additions and deletions as this will help you keep a complete 
membership list for your Chapter. It is impossible for your 
Regional Membership Chairman to keep answering requests for 
membership lists. 
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE 

During World War II while we were writing weekly articles 
dealing with the war for The NatiQn and other magazines we 
occasionally suffered from a dearth of new ideas. In sitting down 
to prepare the February issue of Newscast we must confess a 
return of the old malady. Not much happens of interest to the 
iris grower in mid-winter unless he happens to be a commercial 
grower and has a catalog to prepare. Even then it is our ex
perience that his task is quite dull. 

One recent experience, however; is wen· worth mentioning. 
For several years we have been in the position of having been 
in Florida twice on Department of Defense business without 
really seeing it-save from the afr-on either occasion. Hence, 
we decided to repair the deficiency in our travels and during early 
November we made a nine day motor trip to the state. 

On the basis of this experience we should like to recommend 
similar action to anyone who hasn't visited Florida, especially 
if he has a fondness for the tropics, In a 3300 mile trip which took 
us as far as Key West we drove hard and did a great deal of sight
seeing. Since our arrival preceded the tourist season accommo
dations were both reasonable in price and very easy to secure. We 
went out of our way to visit Charleston; South Carolina, on the 
way down and Atlanta on the way back. The ·first detour was 
well worth the time since Charleston in its old houses and gar
dens possesses an unique charm. We couldn't honestly say the 
same for Atlanta. 

Being garden minded, both Mrs. Mitchell and this editor 
concentrated most attention on trees and flowers. We were well 
rewarded though the scenery affected us differently. To my wife 
who grew up in Missouri palms and tropical plants were strange 
and exotic. On the other hand, having spent our formative years 
in southern California, we found palms and citrus fruits reminis
cent of home. Their presence had a reassuring effect. For us 
northern Florida holds no very great appeal but southern Florida 
is something altogether different. Here vegetation grows actively 
the year around. Deciduous plants do not thrive. We would 
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imagine that tall bearded iris would do very poorly and we saw 
none at all. From time to time a friend in Orlando has coaxed 
us to ship him some rhizomes to test their adaptability to the 
tropics. Very few roses were visible and the main rose garden 
we saw, at the Ringling Estate in Sarasota, was not particularly 
impressive. 

On the other hand, southern Florida has an extensive vegeta
tion of its own, much of which grnws naturally no place else in 
the continental United States. Citrus, avo;cados, poinsettias, and 
winter vegetables were, ,of course, familiar enough to us in 
Califorriia. But mangos and bananas which prefer a natural jungle 
background rather than the reclaimed desert setting of southern 
California were comparatively new. So were some of the very 
large orchid gardens. For the first time we saw such exotics as the 
datura flower from India whose perfume was long believed by 
the Hindus to be fatal: a belief that led the French operatic 
composer Leo Delibes to have one of his heroines, Lakme, com
mit suicide by inhaling its fragrance. My wife and I inhaled the 
somewhat heavy perfume with no ill effects. The banyans and 
false banyans with their multiple trunks and dense shade, the 
hard and smooth limbed gumbo limbo trees, and a myriad of 
types of flowering vines, were among the other interesting exotic 
plants. Interesting fruits we either saw growing or ate for the 
first time including the sea grape, sapodilla, egg fruit, ·sugar 
apple, bread fruit, monstera deliciosa (a vine grnwn fruit shaped 
somewhat like an ear of sweet corn), and many others. In Key 
West we tasted conch chowder, rock crab, turtle steak, and key 
lime pie. All were fine but the key lime pie was the only one we 
had a chance to duplicate at home so we bought a great quantity 
of the small yellow-brown key limes-regular limes won't do
and have had several delicious pies since then. There were some 
disappointments naturally. One was avocados. For years we 
have regarded Florida avocados as vastly inferior to the Cali
fornia product. Now, having sampled Florida avocados at their 
best, we still regard them as vastly inferior. 

Of the many gardens we visited three stand out. The David 
Fairchild Garden in .Coral Gables, named for the Department of 
Agriculture's great plant .explorer. and intmduc'er of tropical 



plants, was almost unbelievably beautiful. Its collection of more 
than 500 varieties of palm was especially outstanding but its huge 
flowering vines and trees, its use of shrubs, and its streams and 
lakes were all superb. The Jungle Garden at Sarasota was some
what smaller, had even better landscaping, and in a large flock 
of flamingoes and many members of the parrot family added 
highly spectacular bird life as an attraction. The residence and 
gardens of Vizcaya south of Miami were a bit reminiscent of the 
Hearst residence, San Simeon, on the California coast. Like San 
Simeon, Vizcaya was the work of a multimillionaire who selected 
the ocean front for his estate. The gardens featured lawn, box 
hedges and statues. The arrangement was superb but in a tropical 
setting with its own type of beauty this attempt to pattern 
Versailles and other formal European gardens was somewhat 
out of place. However, this is only one person's opinion and many 
would not agree. 

Besides these main gardens we saw a great many other good 
gardens as well as many specialized gardens featuring orchids, 
water plants, cypresses, vast artesian springs, and various types 
of wild life such as alligators and monkeys. 

This column is not meant to be a support to the various 
Florida real estate firms and booster organizations, most of whom 
seem to be doing very well without our aid. But when a former 
Californian is impressed by Florida there has to be adequate 
reason. Hence, if any readers who haven't yet visited Florida 
a:re considering doing so our own experience should at least not 
prove discouraging. 

We have learned quite recently that the North Carolina 
chapters are not ready to take on the 1965 Regional. Hence, our 
hosts at this year's meeting will be the Blue Ridge Chapter and 
the meeting will be held in Roanoke, Virginia. Further details 
will be supplied in the next issue of Newscast. Slightly over a 
year ago we visited several of the top gardens of the Blue Ridge 
chapter. W·e can truthfully say that there will be a great deal of 
beauty on display there next May. Also, because Roanoke comes 
closest of any city to being in the geographical center of Region 
4 no one should have too far to travel. 



NEW YEARS GREETINGS FROM YOUR R. V. P. 

January 1, 1965 

Happy New Year! Well-worn words but nothing says so 
clearly, so simply our good wishes for others at this season. You 
iris people are very dear to me and I wish for you all the very 
special blessings that will make your lives rich and meaningful. 

I am honored and very humble to be your R. V. P. It staggers 
me to think of the responsibilities I have assumed for the 
operation of Region IV. I find it most difficult to follow Claude 
O'Brien and Earl Browder. They have brought Region IV into 
being by sheer determination and the force of their personalities. 
They have been our pioneers and from their dreams, faith and 
great efforts have come the actuality of a fine, vital organization. 

Each must contribute in his own way. It is unwise and often 
fatal to try to follow too closely in another's footsteps. I cannot 
promise to carry on as Claude or Earl would have done. I will 
use to the fullest their wise counsel but if I am to serve you I 
must operate in the way best suited to my own capabilities and 
must rely on my own experience. Therefore, all I can promise you 
is the best of Rena Frantz. That you shall have! 

We have been fortunate in securing excellent chairmen. With 
their help and the assistance of a most capable group of officers 
we will endeaver to make this a banner year in the history of 
Region IV. The first item of business is a Regional Board meet
ing which is scheduled for January 23. There are many things to 
discuss-plans for your meeting in May, regional test gardens, 
judges training, auctions and the ever-present problem of drop
outs. 

We hope to bring you a really comprehensive training pro
gram for judges. In so doing, we will have to be ground-breakers 
for there is no uniform program presently in existence. Fred 
Stephenson has consented to serve as chairman of this important 
activity and if you know him as I do you can be confident that 
he will bring imagination, hard work and good common sense 
to anything he undertakes. 
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Rena Kizziar will replace Fred as Membership Chairman. 
This capable lady can be depended upon to perform her duties 
with skill. It is not an easy job and I would ask for her the earnest 
cooperation of chapter and membership chairmen. 

The office of Budget Chairman is new with this administra
tion and I can think of no one better qualified than Bill Kelley to 
put us on a sound financial basis and keep us there. 

Our esteemed editor of Newscast, Don Mitchell, will con
tinue to bring us our regional publication of which we are so 
justly proud. Newscast is doing a great deal to put Region IV 
on the map. We are receiving excellent comments from all parts 
of the country and many requests for subscriptions. By the way, 
these subscriptions are available to anyone outside the region 
for $2.00 per year (which is barely enough to cover the cost of 
publication). A subscription would make a perfect gift for far
flung iris friends. Why not think along this line for next Christ
mas? 

Another chairmanship which will remain unchanged is our 
Robins which have been conducted with vigor in the past by 
Ralph and Helen Lewis. These two good people seem to enjoy 
their work and make it interesting to the rest of us. They will 
continue to "keep 'em flying" during the coming year. 

A new committee is headed by our methodical and clear 
thinking Anne Lee. This is the permanent committee on by-laws. 
The· temporary by-laws are being revised for approval in May. 

Joe Lynn is the new auction chairman. He is not only an 
exceptionally good auctioneer but he has worlds of enthusiasm 
for auctions in general and I am sure he will communicate that 
enthusiasm to you. Auctions are our bread and butter, the only 
means we presently have for raising money, so Joe can be ex
pected to pull out all the stops. 

Last but not least, because of recent changes in policy by 
A. I. S., it will be necessary to establish test gardens throughout 
the region. This will require a lot of planning. I have asked Ken 
Simpson to head a committee for this purpose. He is a relatively 
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new member so consequently is not known to many of you but I 
assure )"OU this is a purely temporary situation. You will be 
hearing much more of him. 

There is one more committee which I am interested in cre-
ating but have so far been unsuccessful in securing a chairman. 
This is a committee for publicity and public relations. Let's face 
it! We need some really good publicity and, except in isolated 
cases, we are getting none at all. Our chapter meetings and local 
tours should be publicized to the fullest and our regional meetings 
are large enough to get publicity through all the news media. Do 
you have a live wire in your chapter to head this committee? 

As I write to you on this New Years Day the flag patch looks 
browned and cold and deserted. The increase was reasonably 
good but it was very dry throughout the summer and fall. This 
condition nearly always affects the next years bloom. Will keep 
my fingers crossed that the new ones are established well enough 
to come through the winter in good shape and will perform for 
you in May. 

Elsewhere in Newscast you have received an invitation to 
come to Roanoke for your regional meeting. You will come, 
won't you? 

Yours most sincerely, 
RENA M. FRANTZ, R. V. P. 
Region IV, A. I. S. 

MEET OUR NEW OFFICERS 

Since January I Region IV has been operating under a new 
set of officers. Thanks are hereby extended to the officers, both 
elective and appointive, who served us during the past year. Some 
of the new officers have been prominently identified with iris 
affairs for years and hardly require introduction while others are 
new. To provide a background we requested the persons con-

11 



cerned to send in a brief introduction written either by them
selves or by a member of their respective chapter. Thanks are 
extended to the people who furnished us with this information. 

REGION 4's RVP-Mrs. J. H. Frantz 

The name "Rena" means "of the sea" and is rightly indicative 
of the personality of our new RVP, Rena Frantz. Filled with 
energy and ambition she is ever in motion for the benefit of our 
organization. Few people can match her in indefatigable will to 
work and achieve. No task is too difficult, no matter how un
rewarding it may be. During the past two years she has been a 
tower of strength to both RVP Earl Browder and the Editor of 
Newscast. We are fortunate indeed to have so capable and dedi
cated a leader for Region 4. 

Rena is also known to us as the Mistress of "Flagpatch." 
With less space than is available to many of us she has created a 
splendid iris garden which she has developed over many years 
to the point where she is growing iris as modern and beautiful as 
any in Region 4. 

The Blue Ridge Chapter proudly loans to the region our 
versatile leader as OUR contribution to the growth of AIS from 
shore to shore. 

Jeanne W. Price 

OUR ASSISTANT RVP: Frank L. "Bud" Bennett 

"Bud" Bennett is a hard working young man from the C. & 
P. Chapter.In the Washington area he is well known as a veteran 
grower of iris and day lilies but he is new to the affairs of Region 
4. After living several years in Silver Spring he moved to Lay
tonsville slightly over two years ago and in a brief period with 
fertile but undeveloped land has shown great results. His garden 
was one of those visited and reviewed on the Sunday "voluntary 
tour" at our 1964 Regional at Silver Spring. 
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OUR SECRETARY: Roberta McMullen 

Roberta McMullen of the Central West Virginia Chapter, 
our new Secretary, has been the secretary of a junior high school 
since 1953. Her hobbies are her three daughters and gardening. 
She became interested in iris in 1958 and now grows over 500 
varieties. Roberta has been a member of the A. I. S. for four years 
and says she has loved every activity connected with membership. 
She edits the chapter news sheet, "Cee Cee En" and two years 
ago collaborated with Jim Aultz in getting out Hybridizers Hand
book which we reviewed in an earlier issue of Newscast. Her 
greatest horticultural ambition at present is to visit the gardens 
on the Pacific Coast during the period of iris bloom. 

TREASURER: Frank Sherrill 

Frank writes us: 

I was born in Cornelius, N. C. Attended public schools and 
graduated from Duke University. Studied Textile Engineering 
at North Carolina State College. Was in the textile manufactur
ing business until 1955 when I became president of the Bank of 
Cornelius. Married Elizabeth Fulghum of Atlanta, Georgia. We 
have two sons and one daughter, all married, and nine grand
children. Became interested in iris 25 years ago, visited the gar
den of a fellow dahlia grower. Now serve as Vice President of 
N. C. Iris Society. We grow quite a number of iris and I often 
talk to garden clubs. I don't have to tell you what my talk is 
about. 

PARLIAMENTARIAN: Mrs Craven B. Helms 

Mrs. Helms writes us: 

Dear Dr. Mitchell, 

I hope I am not giving you a "title", but it seems that I have 
heard you are "Dr. Mitchell", so if I am wrong, use it for a few 
minutes any way I I shall try to give you some personal data for 
the Bulletin as you asked. 
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I am a housewife who grows Iris and Daylilies as a hobby. 
I have eight wonderful acres of land, and most of it has flowers 
somewhere or other. I often feel that I meet myself coming back. 
I grow the latest introductions along with many of the proven 
and dependable older ones. I hybridize, too, and at this season 
of the year the house is so full of little bags of seed that it may 
become necessary for the "family" to move elsewhere! 

I am the mother of four children. Gray B., the oldest, is a 
Harvard graduate, married, and the father of a six-month old 
daughter. Nola, the oldest daughter, lives with her husband and 
two-months old son in Ayer, Mass. Pamela is fourteen years old, 
and a tenth grade student at Monroe Senior High School. Deb
orah, twelve, and the baby, is a seventh grade student. 

Any spare time I find is spent reading. I also enjoy "talking" 
... what woman doesn't? 

My garden is always open to the public. 

I didn't tell my age, but it has been said that a woman 
who tells her age will tell anything, and who wants to be called, 
a blabber-mouth? 

Hope this helps a little. 

Sincerely, 
Ethel M. Helms 

OUR HISTORIAN: Mickey Kirby 

Dear Don: 

Don't you think Region 4 has HEARD and SEEN enough 
of Mickey Kirby without adding any gruesome details? 

WELL! In 1948 Leo and Serlena Reynolds visited us and 
were appalled that we were not growing any modern Iris along 
with all the azaleas and camellias and evergreens. They went 
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home to Memphis and sent us 18 varieties, after instructing us 
just how they were to be planted, etc. The next spring 14 bloom
ed! And that was it! More lawn went thataway ! 

In 1950 I joined the A. I. S. Local Irisarians had a tour that 
year and in 1952 the Iris Society of Norfolk and vicinity was 
organized under the leadership of Mrs. Charles F. Roberts. I 
served as treasurer, corresponding secretary and historian. 

On May 1-2, 1954, the first Region 4 tour was held in Norfolk. 
I was secretary of tour arrangements. 

In 1957, I was appointed a Garden Judge by W. F. Scott, 
Chairman of Awards. 

When Mr. C. C. O'Brien became R. V. P., I worked with 
him on "Operation Organization" whereby the region was di
vided into areas, each with its own organizational setup. Norfolk 
Area was organized with Mrs. Robert L. Munn as Chairman and 
I have served continuously as corresponding secretary. 

In 1962, I was elected Historian of Region 4 and am still 
serving in that office. 

Despite 12 inches of rain, we survived with little damage. 
Today the ground is hard as a rock with much dirt washed off and 
some sitting up like "crabs". I still have some dwarfs to plant and 
will get to it tomorrow I hope. This has been a wonderful day to 
work, I pulled two baskets of bermuda grass out of the borders 
and have been waiting for a roofing man to come to give me an 
estimate for a new roof-so far no man! Had lunch with Dr. 
Anne Saturday, she is fine, much too busy in too many directions 
night and day. 

Hope you can "excel yourself" in the next edition! 

Sincerely, 

Mickey Kirby 
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INVITATION TO REGIONAL MEETING 

Box 323, Buena Vista, Va. 

Dear A. I. S. Members, Region 4: 

One of my first duties as new chairman of the Blue Ridge 
Chapter is a most pleasant one, that is to invite you all to attend 
the Regional Meeting to be held in Roanoke in May. The dates 
are not definitely set as I write this letter, but I think the week 
end of May 15th will be about right. We can attend the National 
A. I. S. Meeting in Memphis and then come back to Roanoke for 
the Regional. 

Mr. Fred Stephenson is the Chairman for the Regional meet
ing, and it could not possibly be in better hands. I know Fred will 
write an article for Newscast giving more complete details when 
they become available. 

I wanted to issue this personal invitation, and urge all of you 
to join us. If 1965 is comparable to 1964, we should have an ex
cellent show for you, so do start making plans well in advance. 

Looking foward to another glorious "Iris season" with you, 
I ani, 

Yours sincerely 

Joe Lynn, Chairman, Blue Ridge Chapter 

1965 REGIONAL MEETING 

May, 1965, holds promises of pleasure and excitment galore 
for those who include the 1965 Regional Meeting in their "iris 
doings". Roanoke is a "must" on the program of all Region 4 
iris lovers for much is being planned for your education and 
enjoyment .. 
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Not only do we plan to utilize some of the more enjoyable 
features of previous Regionals but we also plan to try some 
things that are entirely new in Region 4. Every effort will be 
made to make each moment one that shall linger in memory long 
after the meeting draws to a close. 

The sincere desire of each of us here in the Blue Ridge 
Chapter to be the "perfect host," along with the delightful atmos
phere of friendliness that is an integral part of the people of 
Roanoke Valley, sets the stage for the many thrills that are to be 
a part of your visit to the "Star City of the South." In addition 
to the splendid hotel accommodations available, there is an al
most unlimited choice of motels available. Here you will find 
accommodations to meet your need regardless of your desire. 
Your request will bring information about these and we shall 
assist in any way possible to make it easy for you to come to 
Roanoke. 

As usual, you will visit a number of local gardens. This year 
you will see an unusually large number of late introductions. I 
believe you will find more of these here than in any other section 
in the East. Among those awaiting your visit are a large number 
of 1964 introductions, some o£ which are growing in Roanoke ex
clusively in Region 4. Of course there will be a lot of the "not so 
new" for those who have a special attachment for the better iris 
of past years. 

Perhaps, for the first time at any Regional, you will find 
choice seedlings in every garden on the tour and in almost every 
garden in the Chapter. I know you will want to share the ex
citement of being among the first to view these lovely "children". 
I wish it were possible to promise that you would be able to view 
a future Dykes Medal winner but what could be more thrilling 
than to share the hopes and dreams of the grower. 

Another feature of this meeting will be the providing of maps 
to enable you to visit Blue Ridge Chapter gardens within a few 
minutes drive of any major highway leading to Roanoke. Here 
you will see many of the seedlings previously mentioned and find 
other iris and companion plants interestingly gro·wn. Some of 
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those who are "lucky" will find themselves carrying home an iris 
that is on his "wish list". (Can't give any more details on this. 
Come. See. Be surprised.) 

It is the individual and collective desire of each of us in the 
Blue Ridge Chapter to "put our best foot foreward" and "roll 
out the carpet" in order that you might enjoy the very best 
Regional you have ever attended. 

Should you have suggestions of features you would like to see 
included or things you would like to see left out which would help 
make this event more enjoyable for you, please do not hesitate 
to drop a card to your Regional Meeting Chairman. This must be 
done promptly as plans are shaping up fast. 

The April NEWSCAST will bring complete details, in the 
meantime, do include Roanoke in your "iris doing" for the week
end of May 15th (tenative date). 

F. G. STEPHENSON 
1965 Regional Meeting Chairman 
R.F.D. 4, Box 520, Roanoke, Virginia 
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Receipts: 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY, REGION 4 

January 1, 1964, through December 31, 1964 

1/ 1/64 Balance in Bank of St. Albans, W. Va. $1,473.77 
4/11/64 Received from Central W. Va. Chapter 33.75 

11/11/64 Rec. from Z. G. Benson, Subscription Newscast 2.00 
7/25/64 Received from N. C. Joint Auction 315.00 
8/25/64 Loan Repaid by Roanoke Chapter 100.00 
9/24/64 Received from Chesapeake & Potomac Chapter 350.00 

10/ 3/64 Received from Norfolk Chapter 130.00 
11/ 8/64 Received from Marydel Chapter, Salisbury, Md. 90.24 
12/ 8/64 Received from Central West Virginia Chapter 30.00 
12/15/64 Received from Southern W. Va. ( $100 loan) 398.95 
12/21/64 Received from Blue Ridge Chapter 313.16 

TOTAL RECEIPTS $3,236.87 

Disbursements: 
1/11/64 F. M. Stephenson, postage 11.25 
2/18/64 American Iris Society Regional tape 3.74 
2/21/64 Rena Frantz, stamps, mailing Jan. News Cast 13.38 
4/ 4/64 Walters Ptg. & Mfg. Co., printing News Cast 280.80 
4/14/64 Walters Ptg. & Mfg. Co., printing News Cast 293.30 
4/20/64 American Iris Society, membership tape 3.81 
5/ 6/64 Loan to Southern West Va. Chapter 100.00 
5/15/64 Sheraton Motor Inn, officers banquet 97.36 
5/21/64 Rena Frantz, mailing News Cast and other exp. 44.93 
5/21/64 Dr. Donald Mitchell, postage & incidental exp. 15.00 
8/ 1/64 Loan to N.C. Ch. to buy iris for 1965 auction 143.75 

Check to Schrieners Garden $ 40.35 
Check to Cooleys Garden 43.40 
Check to Fleur de Lis Gardens 60.00 

$143.75 
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8/20/64 
8/20/64 
8/20/64 

10/20/64 
11/28/64 
12/14/64 
12/14/64 

Walters Ptg. & Mfg. Co., printing News Cast 
American Iris Society, membership tape 
Rena Frantz, Stamps and supplies 
American Iris Society, membership tape 
Walters Ptg. & Mfg. Co., printing News Cast 
Mrs. A. W. Rice, stamps, mailing News Cast 
Mrs. Rena Frantz, stamps and stationary 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 

350.60 
4.14 

38.68 
3.38 

264.60 
13.06 
3.50 

$1,685.28 

Total receipts ..................................... $3,236.87 
Less Disbursements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,685.28 

Balance ........................................... $1,551.59 

E.L.POFF,TREASURER 

MARYDEL CHAPTER 

Dear Mr. Browder: 

I'm sorry I have not had the pleasure of meeting you. I do 
enjoy reading your articles in the Newscast and feel that I do 
know you. 

The Marydel Chapter is a small but busy group. We had 
quite a successful auction from iris in the Centennial Garden. Our 
summer, in fact the spring too, was very dry and iris didn't 
multiply too well. 

We have also planned a public garden here in Easton. It is 
quite large and will be seen by many people both local and 
visitors in our town. 

We had an election of officers in October. The new officers 
are : Chairman, Mrs. Henry Purdy, 107 Goldsborough Street, 
Easton, Md. 21601, Program Chairman Mrs. Edward Hillyer, 
Rock Hall, Md., Secretary, Mrs. James Glenn, Route 4, Salisbury, 
Md., Treasurer, Mrs. Mrs. Mildred Reed, 112 Naylor St., Salis
bury, Md. 

Sincerely, 

ELMIRA C. PURDY 
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THE FOUR SEASONS 
H. H. Harned 

Everyone knows there are four seasons in a year-spring, 
summer, fall and winter. Each brings it's own pleasures as well 
as its trials and problems, its joys and sorrows. Each has a time 
for resting and a time for testing. This is especially true for those 
of us who grow, breed, show and enjoy the iris. Some may think 
the only RIGHT season is the bloom season, but such is not the 
fact of the matter. The iris as a mature plant must be set out, 
transplanted and cultivated in at least three of the four seasons, 
the spring, summer and fall. But what, about the iris in the 
winter time, that long season when the growth and development 
have ceased? 

It does not take a detective to understand that winter is 
when we plan, when reading and writing are attended to, when 
there is really time to contemplate, enjoy and recall the many 
things having to do with such a hobby. To exchange ideas, to go 
over the stud books in great detail, to plan and outline for coming 
events-for the springtime. Yes winter is often the time for more 
and better enjoyment than at any other season of the year. 

I have always contended that one can get more done, get a 
much bigger and better kick out of the growing and breeding of 
the tall bearded iris when the snow flies, when the travel is bad, 
when one really has the time to think straight, plan right and 
enjoy more. I put off writing this little article until today, just to 
get into the mood, to feel the spirit of gladness, great content
ment and real happiness. To send a few extra Christmas messages 
with the greeting cards, because of the mood, the season and, yes, 
because of the sno·w. Those who do not have, or do not enjoy 
snow, wind and cold weather may not quite understand what I 
am writing-but for me it works, it inspires and makes me feel 
good. 

Spring-that time to see the posies, that time to enjoy some of 
nature's rare beauty in the iris garden. Realization-at it's best, 
Perhaps a bit of frustration thrown in for good measure when 
things do not come out as planned and hoped for. But all in the 
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life of a sincere, dedicated and interested grower of the tall 
bearded is an enjoyable experience. To work with living things, 
to try for change and improvement, to enjoy good fellowship-all 
adds much to the spring season. 

Summer-that time when we must change the garden picture, 
by transplanting, by additional material, perhaps by relating 
other plants, shrubs and THINGS to the garden, around the 
house etc. Some will say that the summer season is the finest of 
them all, while others will get irritated over the flies, bugs, mos
quitoes and the need to spray, weed and cultivate. But the enjoy
ment is great in the summertime-to get out in the sunshine, to 
go fishing, to picnic and enjoy nature at its highest peak. 

Fall-that time of rare beauty. When the leaves take on all 
of the coloring of the rainbow, when the air is invigorating, when 
we take long walks. Perhaps the fall offers much that the other 
seasons do not-even to its fair share of the chores of cleaning up 
the yard, the garden and getting things ready for: 

Winter-that time for reflectiog, for communication at it's 
best, for reading and study. And for being lazy, enjoying the 
home, the family and friends. When we get out the scrapbooks, 
the picture albums, the slides and the projector and screen. 
when we entertain, when we visit, when we perhaps "go south," 
to get away from the winter's icy blasts. 

· The four seasons-each with its joys and its sorrows, each 
with its problems, each having some relationship, yet each im
portant unto itself. Some will chose spring as "best", while 
others will select summer or fall or even the wintertime ... 
Each brings a share of the good and the bad, the hopes and the 
fears, the ups and the downs. 

The four seasons also relate to the four ages of man-child
hood, youth, adulthood and age. In spring the child is beginning 
to take note of nature, the growing things, the beginnings of life, 
the colors and all of the wonders. Summer relates to youth, with 
its warmth, its growth, its bloom, its beauty. Adulthood can be 
compared to the fall time for it brings the harvest, the fullness 
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of almost everything, development and enjoyment. So that in the 
wintertime, we as older folk can reflect and enjoy a full spent 
life, and all that attends that period and be thankful. Those that 
have reached the age of "retirement" need not sit down and feel 
sorry for themselves. Rather they should reflect, contemplate and 
enjoy life. They have earned the right to these things, they as 
senior citizens should think of themselves as being especially 
blessed, for they have LIVED. 

To each his own-be he the child in springtime, when nature 
unfolds and presents everything fresh and wonderful; or the 
youth in summer who enjoys the growing, bloom and fruiting, 
even though he may hate the work involved; or the adult who 
thinks nature is full and overflowing in all of its fullness; cli
maxed by the winter season when the mature adult relaxes in the 
enjoyment of flowers, and all the growing things, plus family and 
friends with whom he shares ... his wealth and contentment. 

JUST BETWEEN US IRIS GROWERS 

The eagerly-awaited November issue of Region 4 NEWS 
CAST has been received, read through at one sitting, and found 
excellent-as always I Congratulations are due the Editor on a job 
well done. 

Just for fun, some comparisons of the three iris lists included 
were made with my own. Most of those on the Region 4 Sym
posium I either have had had in the past or have at present; it 
was pleasing to note, also, that those I lack have been on my 
"want list" for some time. This would seem to indicate that my 
personal preferences are not too different from those of others 
in our Region. 

The Lewises (Ralph and Helen) must be among the most 
widely-traveled of our iris-seeing Regionaires. Their comments 
on the iris they view are always both worthwhile and enjoyable. 



It is only natural that this gardener has fewer of those mentioned 
in this report. To begin with our own Region 4 registered intro
ductions was a good idea. \Ve have always felt that Region 4 
growers should acquire the introductions of our own hybridizers. 
This will help not only Powell, Brown, Zurbrigg, Paquet, O'Brien 
and others, but-visitors from other A.LS. Regions to our gar
dens will come to know that good iris are coming from Region 
4. Truly, seeing is believing. Our own list includes many iris 
which originated in North Carolina and Virginia; West Virginia 
and Maryland will be represented next year, we trust. 

The farm that will be the future location of our Green Blades 
Iris Garden has been found. Though the deed has not yet been 
signed, the "Price is Right". If the deal can be closed, we shall be 
on our way to achieving the "dream garden" that has always been 
our goal. Readers and friends, you may be sure that our iris 
"wants" and "must haves" lists will be considerably shortened, 
once we start planting there. We shall say no more at this time, 
except to those iris growers who are also fishermen and fisher
women. The large fishing lake on the property will be restricted 
to those among our visitors, friends and acquaintances who come 
to see the iris, first! 

Dr. Mitchell's own comments on the Editor's Page were most 
interesting, re. acquisition of new irises without the expenditure 
of huge sums of money, which all of us do not have. 

Trading has been great fun for this grower in recent years. 
We are also great advocates of buying from our own Region 4 
commercial gardeners, who seem to be less interested in getting 
rich quick than they are in increasing their stock so that fellow
members may, in turn, get new irises more easily. The fact that 
many of these dealers sell at half-price after July 1, while not 
exactly a secret, is still not too well-known. 

Still another practice-the pooled order (for garden clubs or 
individuals)-although not mentioned by Dr. Mitchell-should 
be more widely used in our vicinity. Some of our members are an 
independent lot, for whom the names of certain west-coast iris 
dealers appear to hold sheer magic. 
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One more comment, and I'm finished. When Weldon Bal
lard, of Virginia, visited our state this summer, he expressed sur
prise that more of the "Haven" Iris were not grown here. In a 
personal conversation, Earl Browder said the same thing to us. 
I believe the introductions of Mrs. Reynolds are all excellent. 
Each of them deserve a place in our gardens. The same may be 
said of Cliff Benson's iris, and probably those of Steve Moldovan. 
It is equally true that these three hybridizers price their iris high 
to start with, and do not lower their prices rapidly. Iris traders 
are understandably reluctant to part with rhizomes of these 
hybridizers, too readily. Hence, in my own planting of over 300 
irises, there are only three Bensons, two "Havens", and one 
Moldovan-while these three names head the list of hybridizers 
whose registered iris I most assuredly "must have", in due course. 
One takes little chance on their quality, sight unseen. 

Thanks again for a most enjoyable issue of NEWS CAST. 

In Japan, they say, "Sayonara !"; in South Vietnam, it's 
"Saigon !" 

Sincerely, 

JIM AULTZ 

GLEANINGS FROM IRIS ROBIN 2 

Robin Director Hunter Sledd has extended an invitation to 
the members of Robin 2 to attend a picnic at his Mount Stirling 
Plantation in Providence Forge, Virginia, during 1965 iris season, 
possibly on May 8th. Mr. Sledd recently lectured on how to grow 
iris in a short course which was established for garden lovers at 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute. He gives one tip on iris photo
graphy well worth passing on; namely that a magnifying lens 
placed over the regular cameria lens will greatly improve close up 
pictures. 
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From Anna Walrad of Greenview Farm, Warrenton, Vir
ginia, comes this suggestion : 

How about a serious study in this robin as to the particular 
growing habits of some of the newer irises-hardiness, bloom 
habits, etc.? Many iris purchased from the different parts of the 
country just don't do well here at all; many that are so expensive 
won't even attempt to bloom for one year or even two. Many of 
the descriptions just make an iris sound perfect, and when seen 
actually in bloom aren't any different (or better) than some you 
already have! Even the bulletins are apt to give glowing descrip
tions of some new introductions in great detail. How about the 
writers of these items making a special effort to give us some 
really helpful information. We know they're lovely. But how 
hardy is this particular darling? How many branches did each 
bloom stalk have? 

Guess I'd better get off my soapbox and wish everybody a 
Merry Christmas. 

Personally we feel that Anna has something. The same iris 
may perform differently in different locations but those that are 
finicky about their location and conditions of growth are probably 
not worth much attention from the average grower. Among the 
·newer irises which we believe are overrated are Arctic Flame 
which we have seen fail in the gardens of some excellent growers, 
Luxury Liner which in two years in our garden in three different 
locations has not increased at all, has grown very little, and 
apparently hasn't even thought of blooming, and Winged God
dess, a very poor grower. Captain Gallant has consistently disap
pointed so far as growth habits and the height of bloom stalk are 
concerned. On the other hand, with a very few exceptions we 
have been lucky so far as the supposedly frail onces are concerned 

· and even the White arilbreds have usually done well year after 
year. Two or three that are exceptions to this rule are IbMac 
True, Blumohr, and Capitola, The latter grew for three years 
witho!lt blooming. In 1964 it bloomed but we also got rid of it. 
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IRISES THAT DEFIED THE WEATHER 
Nannie J. Paquet 

As you who attended our NCIS meeting know, the newer 
irises were not in bloom in our gardens. The ones we had been 
growing were the only ones in bloom. I didn't get around to any 
of our gardens later to see the newer things, but I did get to 
Roanoke, Virginia. 

I have been noticing GYPSY LULLABY for a few years 
but never did get to see it in bloom on a fresh flower until this 
year. I was not disappointed in it, for it is a lovely thing. There 
is a new one called PIPES OF PAN, very much like GYPSY 
LULLABY, and if you look up the parentage of PIPES OF PAN 
you will see why they look so much alike. GYPSY LULLABY 
is one of the parents. 

CREAM BALLET is one I liked very much. It was next to 
WAYWARD WIND, and I suppose that accounts for me taking 
notice of the coloring more. It is a cream in color, but it seemed 
to me like it had what I called a whisper of the antique gold 
shading over it. In looking at WAYWARD WIND then back 
to CREAM BALLET it seemed to reflect WAYWARD WIND 
into its shading of color. 

GOLDEN PINK is something different in brown. I like it 
very much. 

COMPLIMENT is a rosy lavender with red beard. 

Always lovely things in blue are: CROSS COUNTRY, 
VAN CLIBURN, DEBONAIR BLUE, BROADMEADOW 
and HIGH ABOVE. HELEN KELLER is a light blue violet. 

ROYAL FANFARE is a red violet. RUBY MINE is a good 
red. IMPERIAL LILAC is very nice. WILD GINGER was 
nice in both gardens that I saw it in, but will have to see it in a 
better year to say that it is all that I have heard about it. I am 
not much taken on plicatas anyway. 

MOON CREST is a lovely flared yellow. 
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CLAUDIA RENE is something different in color; raspberry 
pink standards, rose violet falls. 

MOON RIVER is a different shade of light yellow. GOLD
EN CHANCE is another nice yellow in a deep shade. There is 
a different look about this one. I am always looking for some
thing that has something a little different about it. 

These are the ones which impressed me most as seen in 
other gardens. 

In my own garden SON OF SATAN was an outstanding 
nice iris. WINE AND ROSES is also a good iris, but I was disap
pointed in the color. It is not the color pictured or described in 
the catalog. 

ESTHER FAY was a beautiful pink iris. It is an improve
ment in pinks. ONE DESIRE has a lovely shade of pink color. 
My favorite still remains SPRING FESTIVAL. 

EYEFUL is a good red. LICORICE STICK is a good dark 
iris. This is all of the newer things that made good bloom. The 
other new things I have were not up to par. 

I had plenty of good bloom on the things that have been in 
my garden for some time, like: JEAN SIBELIUS, ALLEGI
ANCE, CAROLINA ROYAL, PURPLE HAVEN, VIOLET 
HILLS, BELLE PRAIRIE, RIPPLING WATERS, LYNN 
HALL, IDAHO GOLD, BRONZE BELL, OLYMPIC TORCH 
and many others. 

I would like to mention here a few of the new iris I plan to 
have in my garden next year. There will be: GLAMOR GAL, 
CHINESE CORAL, BLUE BARON, HELEN KELLER, 
CREAM BALLET, MOON CREST, ROYAL FANFARE, 
MARY TODD, TERRY LEE and twenty-odd more. Hope to 
see lots of you in my garden next year. 

F·ootnote: Borrowed from the September, 1964, North Carolina Iris Society 
Bulletin (No. 27). 
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AS I REMEMBER 
by Mrs. S. 0. Martin 

When I look back to the 1964 iris season it was just one of 
the nicest ones I have ever had. It was a season of mixed emo
tions. I was very proud that I had been able to secure most of 
the new introductions and also gratefully humble that loyal cus
tomers had made it possible. I was deeply saddened because my 
dear friend couldn't answer the call she had requested that I 
make when certain varieties bloomed. Eleanor, how I miss you! 

I am a poor one to make notes during the blooming season. 
Having an hour or so each morning, I just looked and studied 
and enjoyed the beauty of it all. 

The iris that impressed me most of all was EL MONSOUR. 
It seemed to me that the huge deep tan bud would never open. 
It finally developed into the most beautiful pearly iridescence 
imaginable, with the tan remaining on the outside. EL MON
SOUR means "The Victory" and this could be "The Victory" for 
Mr. Hall. I am eagerly awaiting to see how this performs on 
established clumps. 

There were so many good ones that it is really hard to pick 
favorites. I can truly say that I was not disappointed in any of 
them. 

ROCKET RUST and FLASHING GEM were outstanding, 
and both better than any of earlier plicatas. 

SUN CHARIOT is a fine deep yellow that does not fade on 
the hottest day. 

ROSE CREST to me was more of a lovely rose-pink than 
rose. 

LUZON CROSBY is also a lovely shade of rose-pink and 
very delicate of color. 

MARIE PHILLIPS was a color that I had not seen before
a pastel beauty in lilac or violet. 
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ROMULUS is more frilled and generally better than others 
in the deep rose class. 

BON VIV ANT! If you like them different, you'd love this 
one. The same would go for GAILY CLAD. Color is light blue, 
with long tangerine-orange beard. Really different! 

WINE AND ROSES I found was a controversial conver
sation piece. I would guess that this iris will be around for a long 
time, in spite of its rough and veined hafts. 

ONE that calls to you: "Come on all the way across the 
garden, I'm just as beautiful close up" is FLAMING HEART. 
This has the greatest carrying power of any pink that I know, 
and I believe it will go right to the top. 

I could not overlook the not-quite-so new. To me BLACK 
SW AN is still king of the blacks. Other good dark ones that do 
well for me are: DARK FURY, CONGO SONG, ECSTATIC 
NIGHT and BLACK NITIE. 

Among the whites HENRY SHAW seemed to have just a 
slight edge on the others, possibly it is the substance; but there 
is definitely something that is hard to pinpoint that makes it 
an outstanding iris, FLUTED HAVEN and CURLED CLOUD 
are both very good whites. However, PIETY performs so well 
for me that it would be hard not to pick it for my most favored 
white. 

HIGH ABOVE is the best blue I have grown to date. How
ever, REA VENL Y DAYS just might run it a close second. The 
latter squeezed out one glorious bloom on a co·ld-hurt distorted 
stalk. I'm looking forward to its blooming under more normal 
conditions. 

The laciest plicata-in fact the laciest Iris-in my entire 
planting, is CEDAR CHEST. The color is somewhat dull, but 
it is nice to study and view close up. 

One of the nicest red plicatas, and possibly more frilled than 
others in this color-class is SPICE ISLAND. 

I found RIBBON ROUND a little paler than I had expected 
it to be. However, it is a great iris with beautiful form and good 
branching. 
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As I look back over the past blooming season, I see many 
of my very personal favorites and all-time greats, such as: 
CHANCES ARE, CLOUD DANCER, EMMA COOK, FASH
ION SHOW, INDIGLOW, POLKA TIME, PRETTY CAROL, 
SOARING KITE, UTAH VALLEY, WHOLE CLOTH, and 
many more that will have a place in my plantings for as long as 
I can grow iris. For each one, old or new, brings a thrill in that 
wonderful time we eagerly await. 

POTTING IRIS 

If you would like to have irises bloom for you during the 
Winter, you might like to try this experiment. It has worked 
for others, and it just might work for you-no guarantee. 

While the weather is still warm, pot up the irises of your 
choice, the ones you will have room for inside-either the house 
or greenhouse. Leave these outside in the pots until several hard 
frosts have broken the winter dormancy. 

Then bring inside and keep in sunny place. They may bloom 
for you. 

Mr. Earl T. Browder followed this general procedure and had 
bloom in his greenhouse, a "cool" one although, he has never tried 
this in his residence. 

Mrs. Vay B. Sargo said that irises which have a tendency to 
bloom in late fall, when treated this way, will bloom in the house 
around Christmas time. 

I think I shall try this again, with several of my fall bloomers 
-perhaps with Blue Surprise-and maybe a couple of Spring 
bloomers, just to see if it makes any difference. 

Also, I understand that dwarfs can be treated this way, and 
perhaps Arils in our particular climate. 

JIM AULTZ 

Footnote: The articles of Mrs. S. O. Martin and Jim Aultz were als·o bo·r
rowed from the September North Carolina Iris Society Bu·lletin (No. 27). 
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A HYBRIDIZER CHATS 
Lloyd A. Zurbrigg 

I should like to stare the whole world in the face and say: 
"I never grow iris seedlings except from known crosses". I really 
could say it now, but if backed into a corner with the Gilbertian 
query, "What, never?", the inevitable reply would be "Hardly 
ever!" Some of you may have been in the position of hanging 
two labels on the same branch or of identifying which cross 
went on the first or second terminal bud. Pressure of work builds 
up and one is not able to inspect the garden for a few days. Upon 
return, there is one pod but which blossom did it belong to? I 
have tried to solve this by putting the string of the label directly 
between the buds, but some varieties resist this treatment. In 
some of EXTRAVAGANZA derivation, the spathes are so full 
and live that one has to be nearly a surgeon to effect the desired 
operation. In others, the buds are not securely enough anchored 
at the base of the ovary and the whole bud, or freshly opened 
bloom drops to the ground. 

Therefore, I still plant some crosses in which I hope to identify 
"papa" when the seedlings bloom, and have done so. For instance, 
there was the cross that gave me LOST CHORD, a sure-fire 
Dykes candidate. This cross was 58-70, GENTIAN FALLS X 
either OEDIPUS REX or PRINCESS ANNE. There could be 
no doubt from the cross when it bloomed that they were de
cendents of the British rather than the Greek royal house. And 
LOST CHORD? It was chartreuse amoena, wide, flaring, ruffled, 
excellent height, branching, substance, color, texture. And not 
one increase. The only consolation is that I did not have to 
register a Dykes medalist with an either-or parent; convinced 
as I was that I knew the answer, it might not have sat too well 
with my conscience. 

Has it ever happened again-getting a good one from one 
of these either-or crosses? You might guess that is precisely 
what started me off on this track. But first let me tell you that I 
have even had a pod fall off with the label attached, and had to 
enter it in my book as "probably MINDEMDYA x certainly 
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MULBERRY SNOW". Now I always take time to identify the 
parent on the tag as well, just in case. Well, this year it was a 
really lovely ivory with green veining that set fat burning in my 
fiery head. It is quite the loveliest, not a Dykes contender but 
SO lovely. It is from 54-40 X 54-54-BA (or possible PIN-UP 
GIRL). Now 54-54-BA is BANFF and 54-50 is obviously a sister 
seedling, in this case a pink amoena, but of very poor form. 
BANFF is rather tailored as to flower, and it seems impossible 
that the two seedlings together could produce such grace and 
ruffling as is evidenced in this new ivory flower. May my sus
picions about the possibility of PIN-UP GIRL be then confirm
ed? Alas, were this so would not all of the seedlings have been 
tangerine bearded? 

Perhaps I shall never know. I am inclined to favor BANFF'S 
participation because of the color. The one seedling saved from 
58-44, which is definitely 54-50 X BANFF, was white flushed 
yellow, the white falls being bordered light yellow. This is not 
too far from ivory. 

The checkered career my poor garden has had these past 
years is evident in the fact that I am blooming '58 and '59 seed
lings. It is also evidence to the fact that I save the seedlings flats 
for years, in some cases and get germination three or four years 
later. I cannot recommend the practice very highly, and if one is 
after remotants it would seem that quick germination might 
favor the cause rather than hinder it. However, my patience was 
amply rewarded in one instance this year. 59-20 was a cross of 
PRINCESS ANNEX WHOLE CLOTH, one of the few times 
the princess would set pods. The first year or two seedlings 
bloomed there was nothing with the new bi-color pattern, al
though there is one growing under the garden name, "Mr. BIG", 
that looks like Gordon Plough's WILD PLUM. This year one 
came with all the good points, plus the pattern, having light 
yellow standards over lavender falls. Perhaps that does not sound 
harmonious, but some of the trained eyes from Roanoke also 
favored it, and Rena Frantz wants to guest it. 

Quite some years back I crossed the recessive amoenas with 
the dominant whites, my aim being to get the dominant inhibitor 
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into the line to keep the standards white, and back-cross to 
amoenas until the pattern again appeared. GUDRUN was used 
for size by the late A. K. Edmison, while I employed SNOW 
FLURRY. I hoped by my choice to increase the fertility of the 
offspring, as well as incorporate better form. The only seedling 
that I saved from the cross was SNOW FLURRY X CRITER
ION, 52-44, a very pale blue amoena with wonderful growth and 
phenomenal florescence, yet on the small side. When WHOLE 
CLOTH swam into our ken, it was natural to add the dominant 
amoena to the pot, especially as it had such smooth hafts, the 
greatest weakness among the recessive lines. Some amoenas 
resulted, about one in eight as I grew them. But the best seed
ling was a white self, 58-57-T. My curiosity was piqued and I 
crossed again to WHOLE CLOTH. The only one of the result
ing six seedlings to bloom this Spring was again a white self, 
with no trace of color in the falls except some green texture 
veining that caught Frances Brown's eye. Theoretically, one 
could cross to WHOLE CLOTH or another of these dominant 
amoenas, and keep on getting white selfs among the progeny 
forever. 

As in the above case, selfs out of WHOLE CLOTH are 
sometimes of wonderful quality. I was on the lookout for TRI
TON this year, but did not see it. In my own patch were three 
from SOUTH PACIFIC X WHOLE CLOTH, and two of these 
were of outstanding blueness and smoothness. Previously I had 
bloomed a fine amoena from the cross but it had no increase. One 
of this. year's was also without increase, but the two will be 
saved. Therefore, if you are breeding for true blues, do not over
look the use of WHOLE CLOTH, even though about half of the 
progeny will be amoenas. 

Drop by again for another chat. By then, I hope to have 
given up the practice of planting seeds from either-or crosses. 

Editor's Note: Prof. Lloyd A. Zurbrigg is a former Canadian 
RVP for the American Iris Society. He now lives in Radford, 
Virginia, This hybridizer has many outstanding registered iris 
to his credit. A list o.f his newest introductions appears elsewhere 
in this issue. Prof. Zurbrigg is also a delightful talker, as those 
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who attended the Region 4 dinner in Charleston, in 1963. will 
testify. Lloyd is expected to speak on his favorite subject
"Remontants-the Reblooming lrises"-when the Southern W. 
Va. Chapter, Region 4, A.LS. meets with the Kellys of Stone
hedge, at Lewisburg, in October. 

Only YOU miss out when you fail to attend the 
Monthly Meetings! 

Footnote: Reprinted from The Iris News Letter. 
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USING SIBERIANS IN ARRANGEMENTS 
by Peg Edwards 

Siberians are perhaps one of the finest flowers for arranging; 
in charming colors and varied shapes, elegant enough for the 
most formal dinner table, yet fitting into the simplest of mixed 
bouquets; but their effect can be spoilt or completely lost if used 
wrongly. So before you go out into the garden to cut a few, here 
are a few things you might consider. Most of these apply whether 
you are using them for your home, as a gift to a shut-in, or for a 
flower show. 

First consider your background. Choose colors that will 
show up against the paint or paper of the room where you wish 
to place the arrangement, or the background provided by the 
show committee. If, for instance, your living room is painted a 
soft Williamsburg blue, the light to medium blues such as BLUE 
RIDGE and MOUNTAIN LAKE will be almost invisible unless 
you can interpose a screen of foliage between flowers and wall. 
Even in arrangements standing well away from any wall, as a 
dinner or coffee table where it is viewed from all sides, there will 
be angles from which the wall becomes the background. A good 
arrangement must stand out enough for visibility. Now, I don't 
mean that if you want to pick up your wall color with your 
flowers you must erect a solid mass of greenery and set a few 
flowers in front of it; but use a few sprays of foliage in a graceful 
pattern with the blossoms posed where there is at least a bit of 
greenery behind enough of the flower to silhouette it. (Siberians 
just love to be silhouetted!) Of course it is simpler to use a con
trasting color, or a shade of the room color. Against a blue back
ground such as I have mentioned, the darker blue-lavenders, 
violet, or white would make a lovely effect toned to the room. 

Even against different colors, it is often advisable to use a 
contrast of light against dark. CAESAR'S BROTHER and the 
other dark varieties simply vanish against a dark wall whatever 
the color. Remember, too, that these will also seem to disappear 
in the less well-lit corners of the room at night. In these situa
tions, the pale to light colors are the most effective. 
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Set before a window, Siberians of any color, used alone 
or with a few leaves or green branches, can be stunning. Try dark 
varieties, used sparingly in silhouette, for an oriental effect. Light 
flowers and glossy foliage seem to absorb the daylight and return 
it as a glow from inside. A few velvety dark blossoms among 
these provide a pleasing contrast. 

Siberians mix well with other flowers, but use a little caution. 
If you cram too much into the bouquet-whatever its dimensions 
-no one flower can really show its character; you just get a 
splodge of color. Even in the looser mass or line-mass arrange
ment, the different flowers set each other off more effectively 
if they are of different forms: one or two types of spire, such as 
delphinium (loose) and foxglove (compact); a couple of globular 
types such as the many-petalled tea roses and the fully double 
Shasta daisies; something airy such as gypsophila-all accent the 
open form of the Siberian-or, for that matter, other apogons. 
But don't use too many kinds of things or you will get a busy 
effect instead of a restful look that a good bouquet should have. 

Another point to consider is that of mixing colors. Too much 
variety of color is as restless as too many flower shapes. Try to 
work out a grouping of harmonizing colors. Generally the pastel 
tints can be mixed freely-pinks, light blues and lavenders, light 
yellows shading into cream, the light peachy and sherbet oranges, 
with white, the whole spiced up with darker foliage. If you want 
to use the darker, stronger colors, concentrate on two or three in 
some difinite color harmony-for example, the complimentaries: 
orange daylilies or the new orange-toned roses with the stronger 
blue siberians and blue columbines; or yellow lilies, evening 
primroses, purple-spotted foxgloves and lavender to deep violet 
Siberians and dark delphiums. If these seem a little too gaudy, 
they can be softened with grey-green foliage. If the colors suit 
your room you can try such analogous harmonies as the reddish 
Siberians-HELEN ASTOR, ROYAL ENSIGN-with the 
deeper rose-to-red pyrethrums and a sharp accent of coral lily, or 
perhaps the darker blue and violet Siberians with the intense 
blues of some o.f the veronicas, anchusas, campanulas, or perhaps 
some bearded irises, all gentled down with blue-green foliage. 
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Another effective color scheme is the monochromatic, using 
white spirea at the top and outer parts, working down and in 
through light and deep lavenders to dark violet at the center: 
white snapdragons, pale Siberians, lavender campanulas, the old 
fashioned "lilac-colored" lilacs and at the heart the lovely dark 
ROY AL HERALD. 

In making show arrangemenrts, you are more limited both 
in form and in color. If the schedule calls for "all blue" or a 
monochromatic harmony, don't mix together all the bluish-toned 
Siberians you have; try to take all from one variety, or a light and 
a darker-and be sure the hues are defini•tely and equally on the 
blue side or on the lavender, not one on each! Generally, in line 
arrangements, it is advisable to stick to one or two kinds of 
flower of two different shapes; with Siberians, have the second 
form a spire, a ball, or perhaps a flat daisylike bloom, decidedly 
larger or smaller than the Siberians. Not that the Siberians need 
the support of other flowers. In a line arrangement, try develop
ing the line with foliage and use ·the Siberians as the focus, with 
perhaps a bud or two carrying the color out into the line. For an 
oriental feeling, three stems of Siberians, all the same variety 
but of varying lengths, with a few rough stones or a fistful of 
stone chips or polished pebbles to cover the "works"-the pin 
holder and floral clay-can be stunning; such arrangements have 
taken the blue ribbon away from some very elegant (and expen
sive) flowers. 

For a tall vase or a compote, a very effective arrangement 
can result. from using an upward-curving branch of juniper, 
scotch broom, eucalyptus, or other easily swayed material with 
another curving down the lip of the container, and from three to 
five stems of SUMMER SKIES, SILVER TIP, GRANDIS or 
some other Siberian having sharp contrast in color-pattern or 
veining. Or try using one of these with a self-colored Siberian 
that picks up one of the colors in the patterned iris. 

In flower shows distinction counts in the point score, and 
the uncommon shapes and color patterns help pile up such valu
able points. WHITE SWIRL, with its unusual shape, TUR
QUOISE CUP, with its odd greenish tinge and wide standards, 
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and the doubles such as BLUE MOON, will also catch the eye 
of the judge. There is no sense in entering a flower show if you 
don't go in fighting-that is, make every effort, using every 
legitimate means to win. This does not mean spending a lot of 
money on expensive containers or on out-of-season flowers: it 
does mean avoiding the common-place and using some imagina
tion. 

A word about containers: make sure yours will not over
whelm or fight with the flowers. A flower show is NOT a pot
tery display, and an elaborately decorated vase, a precious an
tique, or an obviously unique bowl can actually defeat you. With
in reasonable bounds, the simplest and most subdued container 
is the best. The important thing to remember is that in an ar
rangement it is the flowers that count. THEY must be the center 
of interest-they must attract and hold the judge's eye. They 
must harmonize with each other, fit the requirements of the 
schedule, create a pleasing or dramatic line or pattern-and, 
above all, they must be in perfect condition, which means they 
must look fresh, clean, healthy, and free from spots, tears, pin
holes and stray bugs. 

In your own home you needn't be so strict, A flower with 
a damaged pedal can be set among the others so the damage 
doesn't show. An aphid or a ladybug is not fatal. If you have a 
bowl which Grandma handpainted with roses, and which you 
cherish, go ahead and use it. It is your house and your bouquet. 
You can take many other liberties and still get extra satisfaction 
from your own flower-pieces. If you adapt the formal patterns 
to informal home use so that each flower can show its individual 
charm, you see new beauty both in your Siberians and in the 
companions you give them. 

Ed :-Mrs. H. L. Edwards has had long experience as an 
arranger and judge in Long Island garden club circles. At present 
she is Exhibitions Chairman for the Empire State Iris Society. 
Courtesy, Society for Siberian Iris. 

Footnote: Printed by courtesy of the Empire State Iris Society in whose 
magazine this first appeared. 
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A BIG YEAR FOR THE C & P CHAPTER 

1964 was an unusually eventful year for the Chesapeake 
and Potomac Chapter of the American Iris Society. For the 
first time the Regional was held in Maryland, at Silver Spring 
with the C & P serving as hosts. vVhile the meeting was a few 
days early to hit the peak of bloom large numbers of irises were 
on display. Some of the more northern gardens of the chapter, 
most notably those in Sykesville, Baltimore, Jessups, and Ann
apolis failed to receive a normal share of visitors on the Sunday 
voluntary tour because very few blooms were out. A number of 
our visitors took in such additional garden attractions as Dum
barton Oaks, the National Arboretum, and Mount Vernon. The 
chapter felt complimented by the choice of one of its veteran 
members, Frank "Bud" Bennett to be the Assistant RVP. 

As reported earlier the chapter auction, held in June, was the 
most successful ever with quantities of rhizomes on hand, many 
recent introductions, drawings for six prizes, and a cash intake 
only slightly short of $1,000. While comparisons may be invidious 
we noted that this take was about double that of any single 
chapter in the New York State auctions this year. 

The election of officers was held in April and brought the 
following changes. Mr. Edward Fowler replaced Mr. I van Rich
mond as Chairman. Mr. Frank Bennett was elected Vice Chair
man replacing Mr. Fowler. Mrs. Shirlee Hutmire was replaced 
as Secretary by Mrs. Ernest H. Clay. Mrs. "Connie" Labash 
took the position of Treasurer previously held by Mrs. Helen 
Martin. 

Preliminary plans for the chapter tour in May call for selec
tion of tour gardens not visited during the May 1964 Regional. 

NORFOLK CHAPTER-A HOWLING HALLOW'EEN 

The WITCH DOCTOR brewed magic potions and GYPSY 
QUEEN pr~phesied exceptional performance for Norfolk Chap-



ter on Halloween night. Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Harris were hosts 
for a costume party, each guest was asked to appear in a costume 
representative of a named Iris. 

AMIGO came with his Guitar-more dashing than musical! 
BLACK NIGHTIE was beguiling! MEXICAN HAT was au
thentic with his vocabulary limited to Si, Si. DANCING BRIDE 
was ravishing in a blond wig and fluttering eye lashes. She en
tered singing "Get Me to the Church on Time". INCA CHIEF'S 
war paint held up well but his Indian blanket was "barely" ade
quate! GYPSY JEWEL sparkled, her head beaded but unbowed. 

APRICOT LUSTRE, LAVISH LADY, ORIENTAL 
GLORY, and BRIGHT HOUR were represented imaginatively. 

Dr. Anne Lee, as WITCH DOCTOR (fright or hysteria 
could have been fatal), won first prize, 1964 Iris of her choice. 
Mrs. Upshur Wilson as GYPSY JEWEL was second, and 
Mickey Kirby as DANCING BRIDE, third. 

Conversation may not have been intellectual but it was 
stimulating. It was a real fun fest worthy of repeating next 
year. Seventeen members participa:ted. 

MICKEY KIRBY 
Publicity Chairman 

SOUTHERN WEST VIRGINIA CHAPTER 
ENDS IRIS YEAR WITH TWO MEETINGS 

Two meetings, held in September and October, ends the 
activities of the Southern West Virginia Chapter, Region 4, 
A.LS., for the year 1964. 

The first of these, held at the home of the Browders, in St. 
Albans, and a:ttended by about twenty persons, was all "Busi
ness", the Program planned for this occasion being cancelled at 
the "coffee break" intermission. 
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BILL KELLEY gave a full account of his Stewardship of 
the Centennial Iris Garden Iris, in a letter to our R.V.P., which 
EARL BROWDER read to those present. It was later urged 
(privately) that this letter should be printed in N.EWS CAST as 
part of the "record", to clear up the matter for all of the Region
since many people felt that this was their Garden, not just that of 
the Southern West Virginia Chapter. 

Another matter of business which may .prove of interest to 
the Region in .general, was a report on the iris planting at 
"Sunrise" Memorial Garden, in Charleston. BILL KELLEY has 
engineered tbe plans, and headed the committee to" see that the 
irises there are the best we can secure, that they will be planted 
properly, and can be seen to the best advantage. As irises 
become dated, they will be replaced by more recent introductions. 
This garden may, in a sense, replace the C.I.G., in our affections, 
and become a show-place in our State, where visiting Region
aires will be escorted to see a fine collection of new irises. Such an 
iris planting is badly needed in West Virginia. 

It is expected that our Chapter will have its first real Iris 
Auction in 1965, with new iris introductions purchased and 
planted by our members specifically for this purpose. 

Due to those well known circumstanses beyond our control, 
your ·regular reporter was unable to.attend the October meeting, 
which was held at the home of the Bill Kelleys in Lewisburg. So, 
information on this event was gleaned from several who attended. 

Attendance: Approximately forty-two, making this more in 
the nature of a convention than a monthly meeting, with several 
guests among those present. 

Business: Frank J. Williams named to replace Bill Kelley as 
Chairman of the "Sunrise"· it·is ·planting; upon the resignation of 
the latter. 

No further meetings are planned until April, 1965. 
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SUCCESS CROWNS NEOPHYTE'S EFFORTS 

Dear Dr. Mitchell: 

As neophyte Irisians, we have had an experience which 
seems out of the ordinary. We have had one plant, Nappanee, 
with two bloom stalks in continuous bloom for just over seven 
weeks, with a total of 52 blooms on the two stalks. This is a first 
year plant, set out in August, 1963. It bloomed last October, 
again this spring, and now this 52 bloom record. 

In addition to the above, we have had 19 one-year plants 
and 5 two-year plants blooming this fall, as follows: 

Name No. Plants No. Bloom Stalks 
1 YR. PLANTS: 

Double Duty 1 1 
Autumn Twilight 3 8 
July Beauty 1 3 
Persian Pattern 1 1 
Eleanor Roosevelt 1 2 
Autumn Bronze 3 6 
Fall Primrose 3 6 
Winter Flame 3 8 
Ball Gown 1 1 
Joseph's Mantle 1 1 

2 YR. PLANTS: 
Green Hope 1 1 
Kerry Piper 1 1 
Autumn King, Jr. 1 11 
Far South 1 1 
Sangreal 1 13 

This should be convincing proof to other Iris lovers in the 
area that bloom need not be confined to Spring. 

Another item that may be of interest, High Barbaree; an
other one year plant, has put up 25 new shoots since blooming this 
spring, and this was not a particularly large rhizome either. Don't 
know if that is a record or not, but it far surpasses our other 
plants. 
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We are also neophyte hybridizers, planted 1400 seeds from 
37 crosses this fall. We are going to experiment with Nappanee 
and see if we can develop an everbloomer. With close to an 
eight week blooming period this fall, believe all it needs is a 
little encouragement. 

Sincerely, 

Verlie & Curtis Hinkley 
8831 E. Fort Foote Terrace 
Washington 22, D.C. 

PLAIN DIRT GARDNER SEEKS HELP 

The first thing I want to ask of you readers is why can't 
Region 4 or Newscast have a Question Box? 

We never seem to have the time to get our questions answer
ed. I feel that I bore people at the state convention asking 
questions. 

In Dr. Mitchell's Editpr's Page he said that by the time 
Newscast reaches you the iris will be planted, fertilized, and pos
sibly mulched. 

Now you see I want to know when to mulch and what is the 
best mulch. I have always been afraid to mulch and I maybe could 
solve many problems and profit by a mulch. 

Also, when is the proper time to fertilize? Or would you 
suggest more than once a year? Our soil in this area of North 
Carolina is poor. I have to use heavier feeding. I make all the 
compost I can and use that. 

I must say I am behind reading Newscast. I really think it is 
excellent material. Two other members of my robin are members 
of Region 4. I want to say to these gentlemen "Write some arti
cles for Newscast." 



I hope to see in bloom at my place in '65 Breath of Killamey, 
Tres Bien, Amethyst Flame, Whole Cloth, and Real Delight. 

I don't know too much about trading but I think we are 
wise to buy from members in our chapters. I did this and was 
pleased. Also our auction was very good. 

So many of our people are still new in the iris field. 

Mrs. G. K. Clymer 
Route 2, Reidsville, N. C. 

Editor's Note: 

Personally we believe that Mrs. Clymer has a good sugges
tion. Hence we will welcome comments and answers to ques
tions she raises. We have felt that Newscast needed a good arti
cle on fertilization for some time but have so far been unable to 
get an article out of the one person in Region 4 that we consider 
most competent to answer queries in this field. There is no 
unanimity of opinion as regards mulching. Some do and others 
don't. Personally we believe in it from the standpoint of protec
tion of plants from severe weather and excessive drying out in the 
summer and also as a method of weed control. The outstanding 
success we have had with Simazine may make mulching for weed 
control less necessary in the future. As to material for mulch 
there is a wide variety from which to choose. Possible mulches 
may be roughly divided into two classes: those that add to the 
soil and those that are essentially neutral. We have used sugar 
cane pulp for the latter purpose and leafmold, straw, and occa
sionally peatmoss for the former. Because iris appear to favor a 
somewhat sweet soil the use of acid mulches such as leafmold or 
wood chips is disliked by some growers. Some growers we know 
have used paper as a neutral mulch. In arid regions or those with 
a long dry season mulching is often a necessity for the con
servation of moisture. In this area and for iris which can with
stand considerable summer drought once the blooming season 
is past it is perhaps less essential. 
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