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WILLIAM T. BLEDSOE
Judges’ Training Instructor

Mr. William T. Bledsoe, of Fayetteville, Tennessee, instructor for our
Judges’ Training School at Grensboro on May 6, is an auditor at the
U. S. Army Missile Command, Redstone Arsenal, Alabama. He serves
the American Iris Society as 2nd Vice-President, Chairman of the Ex-
hibitions Committee, Chairman of the Committee for Revision of the
AlS Judges' Handbook and member of the Board of Directors.

Mr. Bledsoe was RVP of Region 24 during 1959 and 1960. He
has conducted 13 Judging Schools for AIS: in Dallas, Texas; Memphis,
Tenn.; Jackson, Miss.; Chicago, Ill; Birmingham, Ala.; Nashville, Tenn.;
and other cities of the South and Mid-West. He is scheduled for other
schools this year in Jefferson City, Md., (Region 18); Newark, N. J., at
the national convention; and Kingwood Center, Mansfield, Ohio, (Re-
gion 6).

He is also approved by the National Council of Garden Clubs as a
Specialist Instructor in iris judging for North Carolina refresher courses
and symposiums. Besides his interest in iris, he is an accredited rose
judge, having conducted a judging school at the American Rose Society
National Convention in Nashville, Tenn., in September, 1963. His
wife, Mary Lou, is a National Council Judge and an AIS Garden Judge.



AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY, REGION 4

REGIONAL AND CHAPTER OFFICERS

REeGIoNAL VICE PRESIDENT

Earl T. Browder

811 D. Pennsylvania Ave. (Office)
St. Albans, W. Va.

ASSISTANT REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Mrs. Rena Frantz

813 Tremont Road
Salem, Virginia
HISTORIAN AND LIBRARIAN
Mrs. Guy R. Kirby

212 Forrest Avenue
Norfolk 5, Virginia
Eprror NEws Cast
Donald W. Mitchell
9020 Howser Lane
Lanham, Maryland
TREASURER

E. L. Poff

2524 Kanawha Terrace
St. Albans, W. Va.

MEeMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
Frederick G. Stephenson
Rt. 4, Box 520

Roanoke, Virginia
AvuctioN CHAIRMAN
Scott Bowers

Box 455

Jackson, N. C.

Junces TraINING CoMMITTEE CHM.
Claude C. O’Brien

1216 Bellvue Street
Greensboro, N. C.

RoBiNs CHAIRMAN

Ralph and Helen Lewis

1401 Alabama Avenue

Durham, N. C.

MouNTAINEER (W. VA.) CuAP, CHM.
Claude J. Davis

364 Spencer Avenue

Morgantown, W. Va.

BLUE RinGe CHAPTER CHAIRMAN
Mrs. Rena Frantz

813 Tremont Road

Salem, Virginia

MARYDEL CHAPTER CHAIRMAN

Mrs. Millard Reed

112 Naylor Ave.

Salisbury, Maryland

SoutHERN W. VA, CHAPTER CHM.
Mrs J. B. Crozier

Box 187

Taeger, West Virginia

NorroLk, VA, CHAPTER CHAIRMANR
Dr. Anne L. Lee :
3505 White Chapel Rd.

Norfolk, Virginia

WESTERN N. C., CHAPTER CHAIRMAN
Frank Sherrill

401 Woodlawn Street

Davidson, N. C.

EAsTERN N. C.,, CHAPTER CHAIRMAN
John Wilson

3401 Rockingham Road
Greensboro, N. C,

RicamoNnD, VA., CHAPTER CHAIRMAN
Office of Chairman

vacant on the basis

of last reports

C & P (Mbp.) CrHAPTER CHAIRMAN
E. S. Fowler

520 Notley Road

Silver Spring, Maryland

CENTRAL W. VA, CHAPTER CHAIRMAN
Mrs. Jennie McCracken

Route 2

Walker, W. Va.

WESTERN MD. CHAPTER CHAIRMAN
Harold Harned

P. O. Box 81

Oakland, Maryland



Blue Ridge Chapter ..

EDITORIAL STAFF
e e Martha Davidson

.............

....................... Blanche Rice

REPORTERS

............

Marydel Chapter .....cocvvuvennn.
Southern W. Va. Chapter .......

Norfolk Chapter ... Mickey Kirby

Western N. C. Chapter

...........

East. N.C. Chapter - Nannie Paquet
C.and P. Chapter .....c.cvvuun...
Central W, Va. Chapter ..........
Greenbrier Chapter



THE EDITOR’S PAGE

I have just found my first Iris Danfordiae peeping through the
snow. Thus, my Iris Fever is starting early. Soon will follow Reticu-
latas and Cristatas with dwatfs leading the parade of the bearded iris.

As your new editor I want to thank all of you who have sent in re-
ports of club happenings and other material for Newscas?, and ask for
more and more of you to contribute. After all, this is yowr Newscast.

As you go into this new iris season and visit the many gardens
opened to you, please take your note books and use them to jot down
things of interest to send to us, as well as for your garden.

We are hoping to start a2 Question and Answer feature in Newscast,
Any suggestions from members would be appreciated.

It will soon be time for our Regional meeting in Greensboro, N. C.

Those North Carolina folks sound like they ate going to put on a
real good one. Get your reservations in right away. Let's not miss a
thing.
See you in Greensboro!
' MARTHA DAVIDSON
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RVP, Mss. J. H. Frantz, Salem

Mr. William T. Allen, Newport News
Mr. Weldon W. Ballard, Chesapeake
Mrs. F. Allen Brown, Roanoke

Mrs. Guy Kirby, Norfolk

Dr. Anne L. Lee, Norfolk

Mzr. Joseph E. Lynn, Jr., Buena Vista
Mrs. John McCoy, Roanoke

M. Louis McDonald, Lynchburg

Mrs. Robert L. Munn, Virginia Beach
Mis. Nelson O. Price, Blacksburg

Mirs. A. W. Rice, Roanoke

Mis. Charles F. Roberts, Norfolk

Mr. Fred G. Stephenson, Roanocke
Mis. F. G. Ward, Virginia Beach

Dr. Lloyd G. Zurbrigg, Radford

ORTH CAROLINA

Rev. Raymond L. Alexander, Washington
Mzr. B. J. Brown, Chartlotte

Mts. B. J. Brown, Charlotte

Mrs. Craven B. Helms, Monroe

Mzis. Hubert Johnston, Jamestown

Mrs. P. Santelle Jones, Rocky Mount
Mr. Ralph E. Lewis, Durham

Mr. C. C. O'Brien, Greensboro

Mrs. C. C. O'Brien, Greensboro

Mrs. D. W. Parham, High Point

Mr. Frank Sherrill, Davidson

RYLAND

Mr. Frank Bennett, Laytonsville

Mrs. Elton H. Bounds, Mardella Springs
Mis. E. J. Hillyer, Rock Hill

Mr. Ivan Richmond, Silver Spring

Mr. Donnell M. Smith, Stevenson

Mr. Earl T. Browder, St. Albans
Mrs. J. B. Crozier, laeger

Mr. W. D. Kelley, Lewisburg
Mirs. J. R. McCracken, Walker
Mrs. J. L. Summers, Parkersburg
Mrs. C. L. Watson, Parkersburg

DISTRICT of COLUMBIA

H

Mr. Charles E. F. Gersdorff, Washington, D. C.
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R. V. P’s MESSAGE

This issue of Newscas?, under the editorship of Martha Davidson,
is another milestone in the progress of your regional publication. I am
confident that it will continue to prosper and grow under her guidance.
However, the fact remains that, to a large extent, the success of Newscast
depends on you; on your contributions of news concerning your acti-
vities as chapters, your auctions, your meetings, your personal experiences
with growing and exhibiting iris, the difficulties you encounter and the
manner in which you solve your problems, your comments on the iris
you grow and observe in gardens you visit each year and your reports on
your efforts at hybridizing. All of us are interested in these things and
Newscast is our medium of communication. While I am on the subject,
will each Chapter Chairman please appoint a Reporter to Newscast and
notify your RVP of your choice as soon as possible? These reporters
will become members of the editorial staff and serve as contacts for the
editor.

What's cooking in North Carolina? According to all reports, the
Tar Heels have made up their minds to give us a top-notch Regional
Meeting. I've said it before, but it bears repeating: “You don’t really
understand what A. I. S. is all about or get the full value of your mem-
bership unless you attend Regional and National meetings”. We see
beautiful gardens, we learn more about iris, we are shown warm and
sincere hospitality and we have fun. Most of all, we form friendships
that continue to be a joy to us year after year.

I hope you will make a special effort to attend Course I of the
Judges’ Training School on Friday, May 6. Of course, this training
program will be mandatory for our judges of the future, but not only
prospective judges will benefit. Any of our members are welcome to
attend and need not take the examinations. You can be sure that our
school will be both interesting and informative.

You will find elsewhere in Newscast an article about Bill Bledsoe,
our instructor in judges’ training. I would like for you to be aware of
the fact that he is recognized nationally as being among the very best we
have in A. I. S. He is coming to us at great personal inconvenience
simply because he is completely sold on the value of judges’ training and
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because he considers our Region IV program to be a vital step forward
both from the Regional and National standpoints. In other words, our
region is taking a leading role in the progress and development of a com-
prehensive program of judges’ training.

Now, get on your comfortable shoes, gas up the flivver and head

for Greensboro.
RENA FRANTZ

MEMBERSHIP LIST
Region 4, A. L. S,, January 1, 1966

BLUE RIDGE CHAPTER

Mis. C. A. Assaid, Route 2, Roanoke, Va.

Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Banks, 1213 Lawson Street, Martinsville, Va. 24113

Mis. Curtis Bishop, 202 Mountain View Avenue, Daaville, Va. 24541

Mr. and Mis. F. Allen Brown, 4326 Grandin Road Extension, Roanoke, Va. 24018
Miss Betty Clatk, Route 1, Box 58, Eagle Rock, Va. 24085

Mrs. B. F. Clark, 329 Wagner Street, Danville, Va.

Mis. Joha A, Clem, III, Topside, Star Route A, Staunton, Va. 24401

Mis. Lucille Cooper, Dogwood Lodge, Radford, Va. 24141

Mzr. Stewart S. Cox, Route 3, Christiansburg, Va. 24073

Mis. Bert Cupp, 817 Thornhill Road, Lexington, Va. 24450

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Davidson, Jr., RFD 1, Rockbridge Baths, Va. 24473
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur E. Davis, Route 3, Bassett, Va. 24055

Mis. Frank Dixon, Route 4, Lexington, Va. 24450

Mrs. Mary Ann Dixon, Route 4, Lexington, Va. 24450

Mss. J. H. Frantz, 813 Tremont Road, Salem, Va.

Mr. J. M. Graham, Box 472, Waynesboro, Va.

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Grow, Route 4, Lexington, Va. 24450

Mss. O. R. Hackworth, RFD 2, Sutherlin, Va. 24594

Mis. J. B. Harris, 2300 Indian Hill Road, Lachburg, Va.

Mr. Charles S. Hatcher, 800 Erskine Avenue, Lynchburg, Va. 24501

Mrs. Frances Hicks, 720 29th Street, S. E., Roanoke, Va. 24014

Mrs. D. T. Jackson, Jr., Route 1, Box 176, Forest, Va.

Mr. and Mis. Herbert H. Johnson, Route 1, Box 46, Glade Hill, Va. 24092
Mirs. Nathan H. Key, 1520 Terrace Road, S. W., Roanoke, Va. 24015
Mrs. Chester F. Kruszyna, Clearwater Park, Route 1, Box 332, Covington, Va.
Mrss. H. R, Larrick, Ingalls Circle, Clifton Forge, Va. 24422
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Mrs. Wally Levi, 605 Third Street, Radford, Va. 24141

Mis. Frank Link, Route 1, Natural Bridge, Va.

Mt. and Mrs. Joseph E. Lynn, Jr., Box 323, Buena Vista, Va. 24416
Mrs. John W. McCoy, 3540 Windsor Road, Roanoke, Va.

Mr. Louis McDonald, 528 Victoria Avenue, Lyachburg, Va. 24504

Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Mullins, Route 2, Box 295, Roanoke, Va. 24019
Mr. Richard Loving, Route 2, Box 295, Roanoke, Va. 24019

Mr. and Mrs. Walter E. Murray, Jr., Route 4, Lexington, Va. 24450
Mrs. Hunt Nenon, Chatham, Va. 24531

Mr. and Mrs. O. A. Poff, Jr., P. O. Box 204, Shawsville, Va. 24162
Mrs. Nelson O. Price, 107 Wharton “Julpri”, Blacksburg, Va. 24060

Dr. and Mrs. A. W. Rice, 2817 Avenham Avenue, S. W., Roanoke, Va.
Dr. and Mrs. George S. Row, 215 South Main Street, Bridgewater, Va. 22812
Miss Dale Saunders, 417 East Thomas Street, Danville, Va. 24543

Mss. Gene W. Stanberry, Route 1, Forest, Va.

Mrs. C. P. Stephenson, 3536 Windsor Road, S. W., Roanoke, Va. 24018
Mr. and Mrs. F. G. Stephenson, Route 4, Box 520, Roanoke, Va. 24015
Mrs. James H. Trent, 1915 Walmann Road, S. W., Roanoke, Va. 24018
Mss. C. E. Via, Jr., Box 239, Route 4, Roanoke, Va.

Mrs. J. E. Waltz, 2466 Lofton Road, Roanoke, Va. 24015

Mrs. Dorothy L. Williams, 2307 Walnut Avenue, Buena Vista, Va. 24416
Mrs. T. A. Williams, Scottsville, Va. 24590

Mr. D. E. Witherow, Jr., Box 126, Goshen, Va. 24439

Prof. and Mrs. Lloyd Zurbrigg, 903 Tyler Avenue, Radford, Va. 24141

C. & P. CHAPTER

Mr. H. D. Airesman, Airesman’s Gardens, Route 2, Hagerstown, Md., 21740
Mrs. Glenn W. Allen, Route 1, Box 271, Sykesville, Md.

Mr. Carlton L. Baumgardner, 429 North Market Street, Frederick, Md. 21701
Mrs. John M. Beecher, Route 1, Box 11, Clarksburg, Md. 20734

Mr. Frank Bennett, 8 Second Street, Laytonsville, Md. 20760

Mrs. Lucian G. Berry, Route 1, Strasburg, Va. 22657

Mrs. John Bozievich, 6810 Hillmead Road, Bethesda, Md. 20034

Mirs. Mary Brandt, Route 1, Box 77, Germantown, Md. 20767

Mr. Raymond A. Brubacher, 1706 Mayhew Drive, Wheaton, Md. 20902
Mts. Isabelle Burchfield, ¢/o Endowood Sanitorium, Hillen Road, Towson 4, Md.
Mr. Eugene S. Burger, 39 East Patrick Street, Frederick, Md. 21701

Mz, Allen A. Burk, 332 Stinson Street, Baltimore, Md. 21223

Mr. Sam J. Busick, Route 1, Box 190, Jessup, Md. 20794

Mrs. Harold F. Carr, Route 1, Box 278, Sykesville, Md.

Mr. Harvey E. Caton, Route 1, Box 30, Springfield, Va. 22150

Mrs. Ernest H. Clay, Jr.,, 209 Stonington Road, Silver Springs, Md.

Mr. John Cook, Box 7, Shady Side, Md. 20867

Mrs. R. G. Cordua, 7007 College Height Drive, Hyattsville, Md. 20782

Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Cox, 6324 Columbia Pike, Falls Church, Va. 22041
Mr. and Mrs. A. Byron Crisp, Severn Ridge Road, Annapolis, Md. 21401
Mrs. John D. Cross, Jr., Box 149-A, Route 2, Westminster, Md. 21157

Mr. George S. Crossman, Route 1, Box 356, Hamilton, Va. 22068

Mis. Ellen K. Crouch, 1810 Olmstead Drive, Falls Church, Va. 22043

Mr. Kenneth E. Crum, P. O. Box 145, Libertytown, Md. 21762

Mr. C. W. Culpepper, 4435 North Pershing Drive, Arlington, Va. 22203
Mrs. Leonard J. Czarniecki, 4813 Broad Brook Drive, Bethesda, Md. 20014
Mrs. Thomas C. Day, 11821 Farmland Drive, Rockville, Md. 20852
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Mr. H. Howard Devilbiss, Route 5, Box 204, Westminster, Md. 21157
Alice Peppers Dominy and Chatles E. Dominy, Sylvania Park, Luray, Va. 22835
Mrs. Peter R. Drummond, Holly Tree Farm, Sparks, Md. 21152
Mrs. Belle W. Edwards, Route 2, Box 40, California, Md.
Mrs. James B. Edwards, Route 3, Box 217, Bel Air, Md. 21014
Mir. Thomas R. Ford, 13012 Estelle Road, Silver Spring, Md. 20906
Mzr. E. S. Fowler, 520 Notley Road, Silver Spring, Md. 20904
Mrs. George B. Furman, 9709 Elrod Road, Kensington, Md. 20795
Mirs. E. O. Garrett, 3510 56th Street, Hyattsville, Md. 20784
Mzr. Chatles E. F. Gersdorff, 1825 North Capitol Street, Washington, D. C.
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Griffith, 4412 Aspen Hill Road, Rockville, Md.
The Hardy Garden Club, Mrs. Albert Neale Smith, Riderwood, Md. 21139
Dr. George E. Hardy, Jr., 5503 Huntley Square, Baltimore, Md.
Mr. H. H. Harned, P. O. Box 81, Oakland, Md. 21550
Mzr. and Mrs. Maynard E. Harp, 605 Kingston Road, Baltimore, Md. 21212
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Hidden, 9911 Finney Drive, Baltimore, Md. 21234
Mr. Howard M. Hodge, 436 W. Greenwood Road, Linthicum Heights, Md. 21090
Mrs. Henry T. Holladay, Jr., Red Rock Farm, Rapidan, Va. 22733
Ellamay Hollis, 11335 McClare Drive, Beltsville, Md.
Miss Anne V. Houck, Rocky Ridge, Md. 21778
Mrs. Thomas H. Hughes, Route 1, Box 56, Westminster, Md. 21157
Mr. William J. Hull, Darlington, Md. 21034
Miss. E. W. Hutmire, 21 Columbia Avenue, Takoma Park, Md. 20012
Mrs. W. E. James, 301 West Asher Street, Culpeper, Va. 22701
Mrs. W. Wane LaMar, 3200 Cheverly Avenue, Cheverly, Md. 20785
Mz, Lewis W. Klopfer, 9910 DePaul Drive, Bethesda, Md. 20034
Mr. Samuel H. Luck, 311 Somerset Road, Baltimore, Md. 21210
Mr. Nelson T. Meeds, 720 University Boulevard, East Silver Spring, Md. 20903
Mrs. Ada B. Miller, Route 1, Box 1154, Mitcellsville, Md. 21109
Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Miller, 1757 Creek Crossing, Vienna, Va. 22180
Mrs. James A. Minogue, 704 South Overlook Drive, Alexandria, Va. 22305
Mr. D. C. Nearpass, 9526—50th Place, College Park, Md. 20741
Mr. Guy B. Oldaker, 6419 Melia Street, Springfield, Va. 22150
Mzrs. Frank Palik, 3811 Culvert Place, Kensington, Md.. 20795
Mr. Wade L. Palmer, P. O. Box 145, Gaithersburg, Md.
Mis. Duncan D. Peters, 3201 North Trinidad Street, Arlington, Va. 22213
Dorothy Pfeiffer, 1724 Nursery Road, Linthicum Heights, Md. 21090
Mrs. C. H. Popence, 9502 Thornhill Road, Silver Spring, Md. 20901
M. Carey E. Quinn, 5014 Del Ray Avenue, Bethesda, Md. 20014
Mirs. James F. Retrgar, Route 2, Box 322, Dorsey Run Road, Jessup, Md.
Mrs. M. H. Reynolds, 7900 West Boulevard Drive, Alexandria, Va. 22308
Mzr. Ivan Richmond, 9200 Flower Avenue, Silver Spring, Md. 20901
Mrs. Henry F. Sacker, Blue Ridge Road, Box 122-B, Hanover, Md. 21076
Mrs. Willim B. Sawchuck, 608 Rockford Road, Springbrook Forest,
Silver Spring, Md. 20902
Miss. Barbara Schroeder, 4029 Bent Street, N. W., Apt. 302, Washington, D. C.
Ms. H. O. Sheldon, 6037 Ramshorn Place, McLean, Va. 22101
Mis. A. M. Sherwood, 2419 Ridge Road Drive, Alexandria, Va. 22302
Mzr. Donnell M. Smith, 1021 North Charles Street, Baltimore, Md.
Mr. Kenneth B. Smith, 1009 Notley Road, Silver Spring, Md.
Mis. George C. Swen, Sr., Route 2, Box 225, Darlington, Md. 21034
Mr. J. Robert Taylor, 3108 Brightwood Avenue, Baltimore, Md. 21207
Prof. Earl W. Thomson, 151 Monticello Avenue, Annapolis, Md. 21401
Margaret W, Tymn, 5902—85th Place, Hyattsville, Md. 20784
Mis. Fred A. Vogel, Westwood Manor, Havre de Grace, Md.
‘Mis. Anna Walrod, Greenview Farm, Route 2, Warrenton, Va. 22186
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Maude Kelly Witt, 306 North East Street, Culpeper, Va. 22701

Mzs. Bill Webster, P. O. Box 184, Greenbelt, Md. 20770

Constance W. Whipp, Shady Grove Road, Rockville, Md. 20850

Mirs. Alfred D. White, 3769 Oliver Street, N. W. Washington, D. C. 20015

Mr. Floyd W. Wickenkamp, 6810 Glenmont Street, Falls Church, Va. 22042

Mrs. and Mrs. Thomas Yano, 8706 Garfield Street, Bethesda, Md.

Mr. William L. Yingling, Dowell, Md. 20629

M/S James A. Zahn, Weapons Training Battalion, Marine Cotps Training Schools,
Quaatico, Va.

MARYDEL CHAPTER

Mrs. Elton Bounds, Mardela Springs, Md. 21821
Mr. and Mrs. Waldren F. Brooks, Deal Island, Md. 21821
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Burklew, Route 1, Box 197, Preston, Md. 21655
Mirs. Margaret L. Dabson, P. O. Box 45, Greensboro, Md. 21639
Mrs. J. Horton Silcox, Kennedyville, Md. 21645
Mrs. William L. McDanolds, Kent County, Still Pond, Md. 21667
Mrs. Joseph B. Davis, Box 133, Rock Hall, Md. 21661
Mr. and Mrs. Eldridge Glenn, South Main Street, Rock Hall, Md. 21661
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Glenn, Route 4, Salisbury, Md. 21801
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hatcherson, Box 133, Chestertown, Md. 21620
Hearthstone Iris Gardens, A. J. Weber,

Four Locks Road, Route 1, Big Spring, Md. 21712
Mrs. Edward J. Hillyer, Rock Hall, Md. 21661
Mrs. Burman Mace, 20 Hambrook Drive, Cambridge, Md. 21613
Miss Ruby C. Pannal, Rich Neck Farm, Cecil County, Earleville, Md. 21919
Mrs. Lena Pollett, Princess Anne, Md.
Mrs. Henry Purdy, 107 Goldsboro Street, Easton, Md. 21601
Mrs. Salvatore Reale, Gilpin Point Road, Preston, Md. 21655
Mrs. Millard Reed, 112 Naylor Street, Salisbury, Md. 21801
Mr. Paul E. Sheridan, P. O. Box 147, Fruitland, Md. 21826
Mirs. N. Rowland Van Dexter, Route 1, Greensboro, Md. 21639
Mrs. Ida Mae Walker, 206 Oakley Street, Cambridge, Md. 21613
Mss. John W. Jarman, 206 Oakley Street, Cambridge, Md. 21613

NORFOLK CHAPTER

Alderman Library, Acquisitions Div., U. of Va,, Charlottesville, Va.
Mr. William T. Allen 10 Kemper Avenue, Newport News, Va,
Mr. and Mrs. Weldon W. Ballard,

109 Canal Drive, Deep Creek, Chesapeake, Va. 23706
Mis. Jesse Wakefield Beams,

Box 1882, University Station, Charlottesville, Va. 22903
Mrs. Hudson Branham, 607 Woodhaven Drive, Richmond, Va. 23224
Mr. Connie C. Burgess, 1008 Valmire Drive, Chesapeake, Va. 23320
Mrs. L. A. Callis, 2934 Clarendon Drive, Bon Air, Va. 23235
Mss. James R. Cohen, 1122 Larchmont Crescent, Norfolk, Va. 23508
Mirs. George Todd Colvard, 611 Greyson Avenue, Richmond, Va, 23222
Mss. E. W. Covington, 117 Alleghany Road, Hampton, Va. 23361
Mss. Harry K. Crosby, 5473 Shore Drive, Vitginia Beach, Va. 23455
Mrs. Dorothy Cunningham, Gladstone, Va. 24553
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Daughety,

1912 Daton Road, Bayside, Baysville Park, Virginia Beach, Va. 23455
Mr. and Mrs. G. M. Diggs, Route 1, Box 75, Trevilians, Va. 23170
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Mr. J. A. Eddens, 2803 Hilliard Road, Richmond, Va. 23228
Mrs. W. B. Elwang, 208 Berkshire Road, Richmond, Va.
Mrts. William Fultord, 1617 Arrowhead Point, Bayside, Virginia Beach, Va.
Miss. E. A. Fussell, 1041 Ontario Street, Chesapeake, Va.
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Garland, Jr., 6218 Clover Lane, Richmond, Va. 23228
Mrs. Margaret B. Garrett, P. O. Box 614, Hopewell, Va. 23860
Mirs, Arthur B. Gathright, Jr., Prospect Hill, Hanover, Va. 23069
Mr. George Gilmer,

Suites 3 and 4, Court Squate Building, Charlottesville, Va, 22901
Mrs. W. B. Gilmer, Woodbourne, Box 428, Louisa, Va.
Mr. Ronald Harris, 3592 North Ingleside Drive, Notfolk, Va.
Mis. T. B. Holland, 3414 Argonne Avenue, Norfolk, Va. 23509
Mrss. G. Lyle Hughes, Wicomico Church, Va. 22579
Mr. and Mrs. Ray T. Hux, 1905 Daton Road, Virginia Beach, Va. 23455
Mrs. Guy R. Kirby, 212 Forrest Avenue, Notfolk, Va. 23505
Mrs. Rena W. Kizziar, 2704 Tidewater Drive, Norfolk, Va. 23509
Dr. Anne Lee, 3505 White Chapel Road, Norfolk, Va. 23509
Mrs. E. A. Lehmann, Amelia, Va.
Miss Helen E. Lehmann, Amelia, Va.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Munn, .

4216 Bounty Road, Baylake Pines, Virginia Beach, Va.
Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Overman, 202 Shore Drive, Portsmouth, Va. 23701
Mr. Chatles B. Reynolds, 1233 Warren Avenue, Richmond, Va. 23227
Miss. Chatles F. Roberts, 226 Forrest Avenue, Notfolk, Va. 23505
Mis. Sophia B. Rogers, James Galt House, Tyler Street, Williamsburg, Va.
Mus. Everett P. Seay, 1142 Shenstone Drive, Virginia Beach, Va. 23455
Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Sledd, Mount Sterling Plantation, Providence Forge, Va. 23140
Mr. Archie C. Stanton, 1434 Lafayette Boulevard, Norfolk, Va.
Mr. W. H. Stevens, 2919 Chesapeake Avenue, Hampton, Va. 23361
Mts. Earl L. Sullivan, 1309 Arbor Road, Chesapeake, Va. 23519
Miss Mary Sullivan, 1309 Arbor Road, Chesapeake, Va. 23519
Mrs. Evelyn D. Swift, RFD 2, Box 388, Heathsville, Va. 22473
Mrs. Ellen N. Templin, 2503 Locks Road, Chesapeake, Va. 23320
Miss Doris Gazda, 2503 Locks Road, Chesapeake, Va. 23320
Mis. Mary Ellen Thrasher, 703 Laurel Avenue, Chesapeake, Va.
Miss. S. E. Tuclington, P. O. Box 195, Melfa, Va. 23410
Mis. Joseph A. Vesley, 4321 Eighth Street, Richmond, Va. 23223
Mrs. Frederick G. Ward, 1908 Daton Road, Bayside, Virginia Beach, Va. 23455
Miss Shaton Ward, 1908 Daton Road, Bayside, Virginia Beach, Va. 23455
Mr. and Mis. Berkeley Williams, Jr., 364 Albemarle Avenue, Richmond, Va. 23226
Mr. and Mrs. Upshur Wilson, 1514 Nelms Avenue, Norfolk, Va. 23502
Mis. Peter Zuidema, 2317 Lafayette Boulevard, Norfork, Va. 23509

EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA

Mrs. Eva G. Alexander, 708 Willoubar Terrace, High Point, N. C.
Mr. Raymond L. Alexander, 1038 North Market Street, Washington, N. C. 27889
Mr. W. G. Avent, 1928 Ridge Road, Raleigh, N. C. 27607
Mrs. A. W. Bachman, 111 Jeannettee Avenue, Henderson, N. C.
Mss. Alice Bouldin,
Twin Wheels Farm, Route 2, Box 302, Elon College, N. C. 27244
Mr. B. L. Browder, Sr., 717 South Sunset Drive, Winston-Salem, N. C. 27103
Mr. and Mrs. Norman E. Buchanan, Route 2, Mocksville, N. C.
Mt. and Mrs. John B. Burnette, 4103 Sacramento Drive, Greensboro, N. C. 27406
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Mrs. G. K. Climer, Route 2, Reidsville, N. C. 27320
Mr. and Mrs. Charles O. Cornell, 3816 Riverdale Drive, Greensboro, N. C. 27406
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Davis, 113 Southoak Drive, Winston-Salem, N. C. 27107
Dr. John E. Dotterer, 118 Hawkins Avenue, Sanford, N. C. 27330
Mis. Eleanor V. Drane, 500 Woodlawn Avenue, Grensboro, N. C.
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Dughi, 2508 Beechridge Road, Raleigh, N. C.
Mr. Roy Epperson, P. O. Box 786, Elon College, N. C.
Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Fischer, 2308 Running Brook Drive, Greensboro, N. C. 27408
The Garden Center, 801 West Fourth Street, Winston-Salem, N. C.
Mrs. Pearlie Gaster, Route 1, Elon College, N. C. 27244
Mrs. Katherine Gilbreath, 805 Roosevelt Avenue, Plymouth, N. C. 27962
Mrs. William M. Giles, 321 Lindsey Street, Reidsville, N. C. 27320
Glover's Flower Garden, Route 2, 581 Highway North, Bailey, N. C. 27807
Miss Mary H. Greene, 107 North Woodlawn Avenue, Greenville, N. C. 27834
Mirs. Robert J. Harned, 1601 Piper Place, Gerensboro, N. C.
Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Helmstetler, Route 6, Box 200, Lexington, N. C. 27292
D. H. Hill Library, North Catolina State College, Raleigh, N. C. 27607
Mrs. James G. Horton, Route 4, Old Salisbury Road, Winston-Salem, N. C.
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Jinnette, Route 2, Box 218, Greensboro, N. C. 27405
Mrs. F. G. Johnson, 21 West Second Street, Lexington, N. C. 27292
Mr. and Mrs. G. Hubert Johnston, Route 1, Box 609, Jamestown, N. C. 27282
Mr. Grady W. Jones, Route 1, Stanley, N. C. 27355
Mrss. Julian M. Jones, 2401 West Club Boulevard, Durham, N. C.
Mrs. Ray H. Wilson, 2401 West Club Boulevard, Durham, N. C.
Mzs. P. Sentelle Jones, 3409 Hawthorne Road, Rocky Mount, N. C.
Mrs. William Knowles, Box 36, Shiloh, N. C.
Mr. and Mrs. Howard L. Ledbetter, 4326 Harvard Street, Greensboro, N. C.
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Lewis, 1401 Alabama Avenue, Durham, N. C. 27705
Mrss. Alan B. Mclnture, 900 Stagecoach Road, Chapel Hill, N. C. 27514
Mrss. S. O. Martin, Route 1, Box 304, Jonesville, N. C. 28624
Mzr. and Mrs. Charles L. McKenzie,
27 Forest Lake Road, Sedgefield Lakes, Greensboro, N. C. 27407
Miss Hallie McPherson, Route 3, Graham, N. C. 27258
Miss Mildred McPherson, Route 3, Graham, N. C. 27258
Mr. G. W. Meacomes, Von’s Florist, Bailey, N. C. 27807
Miss Frances Motley, 117 Field Street, Reidsville, N. C. 27320
Mis. Elmer J. Nifong, Route 3, Box 370, Kernersville, N. C.
North Carolina Iris Society,
3113 Triangle Lake Road, High Point, N. C. 27260
Mr. and Mrs. Claude C. O’Brien, 330 Walser Road, Greensboro, N. C. 27406
Mirs. Milton Ogburn, Route 1, Smithfield, N. C. 27577
Mr. Wilbert T. Owens, 526 Sixth Street, Washington, N. C. 27889
Mrs. Nannie J. Paquet, Route 2, Box 180, McLeansville, N. C. 27301
Mt and Mrs. Donald W. Parham,
3113 Triangle Lake Road, High Point, N. C. 27260
Mrss. R. L. Phillips, 3907 Eastland Avenue, Grensboro, N. C. 27401
Mrs. Samuel E. Powell, Route 2, Box 124, Princeton, N. C. 27569
Mr. William S. Ragsdale, Jr., Box 214, Smithfield, N. C.
Mr. C. M. Reece, Walkertown, N. C. 27051
Mrs. Kate P. Ross, Route 2, Clinton, N. C. 28328
Mrs. Olon Smith, Route 1, Box 250, Denton, N. C.
Mis. Shepherd D. Storay, 2215 Arrington Drive, Durham, N. C. 27707
Mrs. Gilbert Talley, Route 2, Box 301, Elon College, N. C. 27244
Mrs. Joe A. Wier, 1605 Brookcliff Drive, Grensboro, N. C. 27406
Mt. and Mrs. John H. Wilson, 3401 Rockingham Road, Greensboro, N. C. 27407
Mts. J. Bert Winstead, P. O. Box 24, Nashville, N. C. 27856 e
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Mr. and Mrss. H. K. Witherspoon, 2630 Fairview Road, Raleigh, N. C. 27608
Mrs. L. J. Wrightson, 206 West Avenue, Plymouth, N. C. 27962

WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

Miss Gertrude Beam, Route 1, Box 340, Bessemer City, N. C. 28016

Mrs. W. W. Beam, Route 1, Woodleaf, N. C. 27054

Mrs. J. E. Beeker, Route 1, Box 294-A, Salisbury, N. C. 28144

Miss Helen Bell, 48 Langwell Avenue, Asheville, N. C.

Mr. and Mrs. B. J. Brown, Route 3, Box 327-D, Chatrlotte, N. C. 28203
Miss. F. F. Davidson, Asbury Road, Route 4, Box 369, Candler, N. C. 28715
Mzs. L. E. Dimmette, P. O. Box 192, Lenoir, N. C. 28645

Mrts. M. P. Farrar, Box 263, Mount Holly, N. C. 28120

Mrs. Roy Furr, Stanfield, N. C.

Mits. Craven B. Helms, Route 8, Box 287, Monroe, N. C. 28110

Miss. Ralph M. Hicks, Box 8124, Asheville, N. C. 28804

Mr. Hugo F. Huff, 801 Morgans Lane, Hendersonville, N. C. 28739
Mr. Grady W. Jones, Route 1, Stanley, N. C. 27355

Mrs. Troy Karriker, Route 3, Box 33, Kannapolis, N. C. 28081

Mis. George H. King, 2527 Cranbrook Lane, Charlotte, N. C. 28207

Mr. Robert H. McElhany, 201 Mountain Street, Black Mountain, N. C. 28711
Miss. Judith McLeod, Route 6, Box 142, Asheville, N. C. 28803

Mrs. W. B. Melnick, Route 5, Box 532, Asheville, N. C. 28803

Mzs. and Mrs. Davis H. Mills, 3007 Kanuga Road, Hendersonville, N. C.
Mrs. Wade Montgomery, 5500 Sardis Road, Charlotte, N. C. 28211

Mits. Isabel Oscar, 1027, East Morehead Street, Charlotte, N. C. 28204
Mrs. Frank Pearson, Box 747, North Wilkesboro, N. C.

Mirs. Rose Reavis, 1215 South Railroad Street, Salisbury, N. C. 28144

Mrs. Louise D. Sellers, 308 Threadgill Street, Wadesboro, N. C. 28170
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sherrill, 410 Woodlawn Street, Davidson, N. C. 28036
Mis. Paul Stimson, 802 Kentucky Street, Kannapolis, N. C. 28081

Dr. R. H. Stretcher, P. O. Box 254, Waynesville, N. C. 28786

Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Tadlock, Route 1, Marshville, N. C.

Mrs. J. Dixon Watkins, 162 Montana Avenue, Asheville, N. C. 28806
Mrs. Guy Whicker, 303 Idlewood Drive, Kannapolis, N. C. 28081

Mr. James W. Whitener, 3037 First Avenue, N. W., Hickory, N. C. 28601
Mis. Varl Wood, 303 Third Street, East Marion, Marion, N. C. 28752

CENTRAL WEST VIRGINIA

Mrs. Geneva Ashwell, Route 1, Parkersburg, W. Va. 26101
Mss. Charles L. Brown, Route 3, Parkersburg, W. Va. 26103
Mr. and Mrs. Frank C. Burfield, 910—34th Street, Parkersburg, W. Va. 26104
Mrs. Sara M. Cammer, Route 1, Box 134, Fairmont, W. Va. 26554
Mr. and Mis. Harold Campbell, Box 442, Cove Station, Weirton, W. Va. 26063
Mis. Annette Carr, Box 285, Morgantown, W. Va. 26502
Mis. Logan Carroll, Route 2, Box 151, Fairmont, W. Va. 26554
Miss Lydia Davidson, 603—33rd Street, Parkersburg, W. Va. 26102
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Betkley Davis,
1004 Bell Run Road, Fairmont, W. Va. 26554
Dr. Claude J. Davis, 733 Augusta Avenue, Morgantown, W. Va. 26505
Mr. and Mrs. Orval W. Koon, 917 Main Street, Wheeling, W. Va.
Mr. C. C. Liggett, 104 Smith Street, Weirton, W. Va, 26062
Mrss. J. R. McCracken, Route 2, Box 72, Walker, W. Va. 26180
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Miss Madge McDaniel, Box 212, Anmoore, W. Va. 26323

Mrs. Roberta McMullen, 2507 Broad Street, Parkersburg, W. Va. 26102
Mr. and Mrs. Frank O. Meyers, 702 Fourth Street, Williamstown, W. Va,
Mrs. Myron L. Null, 2331 Liberty Street, Parkersburg, W. Va. 26101

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd C. O'Dell, 401—34th Street, Vienna, W. Va. 26102
Mrs. George Poling, 3919—11th Avenue, Parkersburg, W. Va. 26103
Mis. Ethel Reynolds, Davisville, W. Va. 26142

Mis. Mary C. Sechman, 216 Ryder Avenue, Clarksburg, W. Va. 26301

Mt. Robert L. Shatzer, Box 126, Albright, W. Va. 26519

Mis. Carl D. Sommerville, Route 1, Box 41-A, Bridgeport, W. Va. 26330
Mss. J. L. Summers, Route 5, Box 215, Parkersburg, W. Va. 26102
Mrs. A. C. Tarleton, 520 Prospect Place, Fairmont, W. Va. 26354

Mr. Emil P. Uhor, 844 Clifton Street, Follensbee, W. Va. 26037

Mrs. C. L. Watson, 1624—15th Street, Parkersburg, W. Va. 26102

Mrs. James Williams, Box 196, Colliers, W. Va. 26035

Mrs. Donald E. Wineman, 605—331d Street, Parkersburg, W. Va.

SOUTHERN WEST VIRGINIA

Mr. James M. Aultz, 1010 Thirteenth Street, Huntington, W. Va. 25701
Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Barton, 414 Seventh Avenue, St. Albans, W. Va.
Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Bledsoe, 1213 Brentwood Actes, Milton, W. Va. 25541
Mr. and Mrs. Earl T. Browder, 2517 Washington Avenue, St. Albans, W. Va.
Mr. G. Fairfax Brown, c¢/o Holley Hotel, Charleston, W. Va. 25330
Mrs. H. G. Camper, Sr., Southwood, Welch, W. Va. 24801
Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Cole, 401 Stanley Street, Beckley, W. Va. 25801
Mrs. J. B. Crozier, Box 187, laeger, W. Va. 24844
Mr. and Mrs. P. A. Donnally, 922 Ridgemont Road, Charleston, W. Va. 254314
Mrss. Lillian P. Houchins, 1439 Dry Hill Road, Beckley, W. Va. 25801
Miss Louise Jividen, Piney View, W. Va. 25906
Mrs. Virginia Inez McCamey, Route 2, Box 92, Milton, W. Va. 25541
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Miller, 900 MacQueen Blvd., St. Albans, W. Va. 25177
Mrs. Robert Mosby, Bradshaw, W. Va. 24817
Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Pickens, 2139—21st Street, Nitro, W. Va. 25143
Mss. Clara B. Pierson, 1261 Oakhurst Drive, Charleston, W. Va. 25314
Miss Theda A. Bryant, 1261 Oakhurst Drive, Charleston, W. Va. 25314
Mr. and Mss. E. L. Poff, 2524 Kanawha Terrace, St. Albans, W. Va. 25177
Mirs. Mark Reid, 1200 College Avenue, Bluefield, W. Va. 24701
Mr. and Mrs. Edward E. Simms, Scott Depot, Rt.. 1, Box 112, Charleston, W. Va
Mr. and Mis. John E. Van Horn, 1526 Featon Circle, Nitro, W. Va. 25143
Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Williams,
Stonewall Station, Box 6055, Charleston, W. Va. 25302

GREENBRIAR CHAPTER

Mrs. W. W. Collins, 411 Court Street, Lewisburg, W. Va. 24901

Mrs. Eugene C. Dively, P. O. Box 889, Dwyer Lane, Lewisburg, W. Va.
Mrs. Clarence E. Hall, Star Route 2, Peterstown, W. Va. 24963

Mrs. T. W. Henry, 302 South Court Street, Lewisburg, W. Va. 24901
Rev. Charles C. Jack, Box 267, Peterstown, W. Va. 24963

Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Kelley, 653 Washington Street, East, Lewisburg, W. Va,
Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Killeran, 315 Bell Drive, Lewisburg, W. Va. 24901
Mrs. C. W. Lewis, 314 Church Street, Lewisburg, W. Va. 24901

Mr. and Mrs. W. J. McLaughlin, Box 331, Lewisburg, W. Va. 24901
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT — 1965

Membership Members
Chapter Family  Single  Total Lost New  Net
Blue Ridge 14 34 63 7 12 5
C&P 7 84 98 6 16 10
M Del 7 14 28 1 6 5
Norfolk 14 39 67 12 13 1
EN.C 18 43 79 10 16 6
W. N. C. 4 29 37 14 4 —10
C. W. Va. 6 22 34 4 2 —2
Greenbrier 3 6 12 2 0o —2
8. W. Va. 12 9 33 7 0o —7
Total Membership 85 280 451 63 69 6

NEW MEMBERS

(October 15, 1965 — December 31, 1965)

C & P — Mr. Sam J. Busick, Route 1, Box 190, Jessup, Maryland 20794.
Mr. John Cook, Box 7, Shady Side, Maryland 20867.

E.N. C. — Mr. William S. Ragsdale, Jr., Box 214, Smithfield, N.C.

RENA KIZZIAR
Membership Chairman—Region 4
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REGIONAL MEETING, GREENSBORO, N, C.
May 6-7, 1966

Having the Regional Meeting here in Greensboro is a great occa-
sion for us. ‘To many of us it is something in the nature of a home-
coming. Naturally we are going to go all out to make your every moment
enjoyable. We are having a barrel of fun preparing for you. For in-
stance, we will have for our Regional headquarters the Town House
Motor Lodge. We feel sure that you will be pleased with it. It is cen-
trally located, has good rooms for all our meetings, tasteful decor, and
an “at home” atmosphere.

On our tour will be all types of home gardens, and a great many
fine irises for you to see. We will not brag too much about them but
we are sure you will share our love for them.

To avoid any discomfort for you in finding our gardens we decided
it best to use buses for the tour. It is never pleasant to go hunting in
an unfamiliar place, as many of you know from past experience. Then,
too, many of us have found time spent on buses fun.

For us to do a top job we need quite a bit of help from you. Ad-
vance registration will help us in many ways. A great many want to
come to our meeting but we don’t know just how many. It always is
a problem, it seems, for the hosts. To make this somewhat less of a
problem we are going to make it worthwhile for you to register in ad-
vance.

Here is the proposition: The names of those registering before
April 15 will be placed in a box and be eligible for a special drawing
of 1965 iris introductions at the Saturday luncheon.

There will be other drawings for fine iris rhizomes during the day
Saturday, and those participating in advance registration drawing will
be eligible to win in these drawings also.

Elsewhere in Newscast you are told about our Judges’ Training
Course, but let us emphasize here that being so fortunate as to have
Mz. Bledsoe to teach this year is the real feather in our cap. M. Bledsoe
is a Director of our Society, Chairman of the Exhibition Committee of

our American Iris Society and is the Editor of our new Judges' Hand-
book.

15



Those taking the Judges’ Training Course will have no greater au-
thority for a teacher and will be excellently prepared for the two follow-
ing courses. Send Steve (Fred Stephenson) your registration for the
course now. Why not do the same thing with your registration for
the Regional Meeting? Send it to Mrs. Joe Weir, 1605 Brookcliff Drive,
Greensboro, North Carolina.  You will be glad you did.

We are going to have fun, and we may have some surprises up our
sleeve for you. We look forward with happy anticipation to having a
great many of you come to Greensboro, so please let us have that ad-
vance registration so we'll know how much cooking to do.

Friday, May 6, 1966
9:30 am. - 4:00 pm. Judges’ Training School - Fee $3:00
5:00 pm. - 9:00 pm. Registration at Town House
Motor Lodge Lobby
6:30 pm.  Regional Board Meeting and Dinner
Town House
7:00 p.m. Early Atrrival's Dutch Treat Dinner
Town House if you desire
8:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. Reception
Town House

Saturday, May 7, 1966

7:30 am. - 8:30 am.  Registration - Town House

8:30 am. Buses leave Town House
8:45 am. - 10:00 am.  Registration and Coffee - Garden

Johnston Garden

10:05 am. - 10:50 am. McKenzie-Burnett Garden
11:00 am. - 11:45 am. Wilson Garden
12:00 Noon - 1:00 p.m. Luncheon (Calvary Methodist Church)
1:15 pm. - 2:15 pm. O'Brien Garden
2:45 pm. - 345 pm.  Paquet Garden
4:15 pm. - 5:00 pm.  Ledbetter Garden

5:30 p.m. Town House

7:00 pm.  Banquet - Town House

(The speaker for this occasion will have
to be one of our surprises).
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Sunday Morning, May 8, 1966

Mrs. L. E. (Fannie’s Chatter) Stadler’s garden will be open on Sun-
day for those who wish to go by. Directions will be included in the
program. Those desiring to join a caravan to visit this garden Sunday
morning should contact Hubert Johnston sometime during the meeting.

Other gardens in our Chapter that may be visited on your way
home will have directions and varieties to be seen listed in your program.

Headquarters for our meeting will be Town House Motor Lodge,
centrally located on West Market Street, Greensboro, North Carolina.
They have quoted us special rates for those staying overnight. $7.50
single room, $12.50 double room. The double room has two double
beds, and two additional persons may occupy it for $2.00 each.

The registration fee is $9.00 per person. This includes reception,
Saturday luncheon, bus and banquet. All tips are included.

Further information will be mailed you. Hope to tell you of some
other surprising details for your enjoyment.

Any questions? If so, write Claude C. O'Brien, 330 Walser Road,
Greensboro, North Carolina. 27406

NEW JUDGES’ TRAINING PROGRAM GETS UNDER WAY

The Introduction to Judges’ Training held in connection with the
1965 Regional Meeting in Roancke proved that there was enough in-
terest in Iris Judging to justify undertaking a continuing program of
Judges’ Training. Our first session will be held at Greensboro on May
Gth, the day prior to the 1966 Regional meeting.

We are extremely fortunate in having, as our first instructor, Mr.
William Bledsoe who is in great demand as a Judges' Training instructor,
having conducted Judges” Trammg classes th:oughout the Southem haIf
of the country. '
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Please publicize this session as everyone is invited to attend. A
number of Judges of the Federation of Garden Clubs have expressed
interest in our plans so they should be encouraged to attend. We would
like to have a hundred people attend if possible.

The fee of $3.00 includes a light snack lunch, Formal announce-
ment and registration blanks will come in the publicity for the Greens-
boro Meeting. Please fill out application and return as soon as possible.

Details of the Course are to be found elsewhere in this issue of
Newscast, It would help if you secured the Handbook for Judges and
Exhibitions from St. Louis and studied the Required Reading for the
First Year Session. Books will be on sale at the Meeting if you care
to wait until then.

We will see you in Greensboro.

F. G. STEPHENSON, Chairman
Judges' Training Region 4

JUDGES’ TRAINING PROGRAM REGION 4

NOTE: Nothing in the following is to have any effect on those
now holding appointments as AIS Judges as long as they meet the re-
quirements of the American Iris Society.

- I A series of three Judges’ Training Classes will be given, one
per year, over a period of three years, after which, such classes will be
repeated. Class number I will emphasize the IRIS FLOWER, number
II will emphasize the IRIS PLANT, and number III will emphasize
COLOR CLASSIFICATION and IRIS EXHIBITION. A prospective
judge must attend all three of :the series of classes. If he fails to attend
one class, he will have to wait until that class comes around again. (If
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there are enough candidates desiring a particular class, it may be possible
to schedule a make-up class, covering the subject material of the missed
class).

II. Each prospective judge must complete reading assignments
during the year. This is in addition to class work.

III. Each judge or candidate must grow a minimum of five of the
newer irises. A newer iris, for this purpose, is one which has been intro-
duced for not over five years.

IV. Written examinations will be given each year covering Class
work as well as reading assignments.

V. In order to maintain eligibility, a Judge or candidate for
judgeship, must attend at least one Judges' Training Class every three
years as a refresher. (This provision does not apply to presently quali-
fied AIS Judges).

VI. Upon completion of the Judges’ Training Course with a
passing rating (Minimum passing rating is 75), the trainee’s name will
be placed on an Eligible List from which new Judges will be appointed
to meet the quota established by AIS.

VII. In addition to the requirements for the Region, all Judges
must meet the requirements set up by AIS.

NOTES: The Judges' Training Classes will be held annually in
connection with the Annual Meeting of Region 4.

The Judges’ Training Program is to be self-supporting. Any prof-
its will be used to establish a reference library for the use of those taking
and completing the Training Program.

Efforts will be made to keep the fee at $3.00 per session with a
fee of $2.00 to be charged for a final Certificate of Training.

The above program was approved by Region 4 Executive Board
in Roanoke on November 6, 1965.

" F. G. STEPHENSON, Chairman
Judges’ Training Region 4
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REGION 4 JUDGES’ TRAINING OUTLINE

First Year

Emphasis: THE IRIS FLOWER
1. Introduction of Training Program
IL. Outline of Requirements
III. Duties and Responsibilities of the Judge

IV. The Awards Plan
V. The Flower

VI. Scoring
a. Garden Judging
b. Exhibition Judging
VII. Examination

VIIL. Practice Scoring in Garden
Reading Requirements:
Handbook for Judges and Exhibitions—AIS 1965.
Chapters 1, 2, 3, 7, and 8
Garden Irises—Randolph
Chapters 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 28

Second Year

Emphasis: THE IRIS PLANT
I. Introduction
II. Review of Requirements .
III. Review of Duties and Responsibilities of Judges
IV.. Review of Awards Plan _
V. Presentation of Irises other than Tall-Bearded
VI. Review of the FLOWER.
VIL THE IRIS PLANT -



VIII. Review of Scoring Plan
a. Exhibition scoring practice
IX. Examination
X. Practice scoring in Garden
READING REQUIREMENTS:
Handbook for Judges and Exhibitions—AIS 1965
Chapters 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19
Garden Irises—Randolph
Chapters 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, and 21

Third Year

Emphasis: COLOR CLASSIFICATION AND EXHIBITIONS
I. Introduction
II. Review of Requirements
III. Duties and Responsibilities of Judges
a. Emphasis on difference between Exhibition and
Garden Judging
IV. Review of Awards Plan

V. Presentation of Color Classification
a. Includes practice session

VI. Exhibition Practices

VII. Exhibition Judging

VIII. Review of FLOWER and PLANT

IX. Examination

X. Practice Judging

Required Reading:

Handbook for Judges and Exhibitions—AIS 1965
Chapters 4, 5, 6, 8, and 9

Garden Irises—Randolph
Chapters 9, 27, 30, 31, and 32
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TEST GARDEN TO BE OPEN

The Region No. 4 Test Garden, located at the Veterans Hospital,
Salem, Virginia, will be open from May 10th through May 20th. The
hours will be 10:00 AM.-4:00 P.M. Directions to the Hospital can be
obtained from any service station or restaurant in the vicinity of Salem
or Roanoke. You should have no trouble finding the Test Garden
which is located at the entrance to Building 77. There is a gate near
this building which takes you into a Court where the Test Garden is
located. If you have any difficulty call me at 774-5562 and I will be
happy to meet you and take you to the Garden.

MRS. JOHN McCOY, Chairman

AUCTION TIME
By Joe Lynn

The issue of Newscast which you are reading now will be the last
issue until after “Auction Time” is over. As Auction Chairman for
Region 4, AILS, I should like to talk about auctions. I hope at your
Spring meetings and during Bloom Season, each chapter will set the date,
location, and time of the chapter auctions. These auction dates should
be announced at the Regional Meeting in Greensboro. I believe, in this
way, many people could plan in advance to attend auctions other than
those held by their own chapters, thereby making your chapteér’s profits
higher. Please have your chapter auction chairman notify me as soon as
your auction date is decided.



NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS
NORFOLK CHAPTER

Norfolk Chapter held its first meeting of 1966 on January 17 at
8 p.m. at Norfolk Federal Savings & Loan Co. “Hospitality Room”.

Chapter Chairman, Dr. Anne L. Lee presided. She opened the meet-
ing with a reading of applicable “Wise Sayings” by “Loatse” (relative of
Confuscius?).

Twelve members answered roll call We were happy to see Mrs.
William Fulford after a long absence.

The Treasurer reported that $130.00 had been sent to the Regional
Treasurer as our contribution toward Regional expense.

Slides Chairman, Mickey Kirby, reported that our set of slides had
been out once in January and suggested that members mention the slides
in robins and other correspondence that they may have with Irisarians
around the country. The slides are available for $4.00 for 100 slides
of up to date varieties.

Dr. Lee announced that the Regional meeting in 1967 in Norfolk
had been cancelled due to lack of personnel to handle the mountainous
task involved in putting on a successful Judges School, Tour and Meeting.
Dr. Lee again stressed the importance of new members and suggested that
each member try to get at least one new member during bloom time.

She urged members to attend the Regional in Greensboro this
spting as well as the National meeting in Newark as this is the last
time the meeting will be in the east for several years.

Program Chairman, Mrs. R. L. Munn, introduced Dr. Lee as speaker
for the evening. She chose “Iris Diseases” as her topic. She recom-
mended fall spraying for the borer moth as well as the important fall
cleanup program . . Use of the “Mycins” was discussed and greater use
advocated, not only for the control of diseases and pests but for the
growth factor involved.

A rhizome infested with Nematodes was displayed. Fumigation of
soil seems most effective, either before or aftet planting. “Nemagon” and
“Fumazone” may be use in the soil while the plants are in place.

MICKY KIRBY, Publicity Chairman
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EASTERN NORTH CAROINA MEETS
Nannie Paquet

A group of members of the Eastern Chapter of North Carolina
met on Sunday, November 28, 1965, at the Public Library in Greensboro,
N.C. for the purpose of organizing the Chapter into a better working
unit.

Mr. C. C. O'Brien, who was appointed by the Regional Board to
serve as Chairman, presided. He gave a brief run down on the organiz-
ing of the Region then told of his hopes for a better organized Chapter
of Eastern North Carolina.

Officers who are to serve are as follows:
M:. C. C. O'Brien, Chairman
Mrs. G. Hubert Johnston, Vice Chairman
Mss. C. L. McKenzie, Membership Chairman
Mss. Joe Wier, Treasurer
Mis. H. L. Ledbettet, Secretary
Mis. J. A. Dughi, Get Acquainted Robin, Eastern N.C. Chairman
Mrs. Nannie Paquet, Reporter
Mrs. G. Hubert Johnston, By-Laws Chairman
Mrs. John H. Wilson, Auction Chairman

We need to know the members better, so the Robin was thought
of as a means to get better acquainted. This Robin is not to be confused
with other Robins going around in the Region.

Another meeting will be held January 9, 1966, weather permitting,
to make our plans for the Regional meeting which will be held in
Greensboro, on May 7, 1966.

BLUE RIDGE CHAPTER TOURS
By Joe Lynn, Chairman
Throughout the long winter months, we have been pining for some
sign of Spring. As I write this article (February 24th) we are having

mote snow. However, the bloom season will soon be with us, before
many: ate ready for it, I suspect. Through the medium of “Newscast’
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1 address these remarks specifically to members of the Blue Ridge Chapter,
and in general to any other members of Region 4 who might be inter-
ested.

We shall be looking forward to seeing many of you at the Regional
Meeting in Greensboro, N.C. the first weekend in May. The following
week-end should find peak bloom in the Roanoke area. The Blue Ridge
Chapter will sponsor a Sunday tour of the Roanoke area on Sunday, May
15th. The tour will begin at the home of our R.V.P. Rena Frantz, 813
Tremont Road, Salem, Virginia at 10:00 AM. After a tour of Rena’s
“Flagpatch”, the tour will visit the Veteran’s Hospital in Salem. On the
grounds here is located the Region 4 Test Garden. There will be seed-
lings on display, plus the irises the Blue Ridge Chapter is growing for
the July Auction. After visiting the Test Garden, the tour will proceed
to Mrs. F. Allen Brown’s “Landsend Gardens” at 4326 Grandin Road
Extension. We should be at Frances Brown's during the lunch hour.
We are suggesting that each person bring his own lunch and drinks.
This will enable the tour to stay together, rather than having to scatter
and find lunch at nearby restaurants.

After lunch, the tour will continue to other gardens in the Roanoke
area including those of Clytie McCoy, Mabel Stephenson, Mildred Trent,
Fred Stephenson, Frances Hicks and others if time permits. As you can
see from my rambling, this will be a very informal tour and no charges
will be made. The tour will proceed by private automobiles.

The following weekend, May 21st and 22nd, you should visit the
gardens in Radford, Blacksburg, Lexington, Buena Vista, and Rockbridge
County.

Since bloom season is eatlier in Southern Virginia, Sunday May 8th,
following the Regional Meeting is an excellent time to visit friends in
the Martinsville, Danville, Glade Hill and Bassett areas.

The last big “fling” of the iris season will be the National Conven-
tion in Newark, N.J,, which we plan to attend. This will be the closest
meeting of national to our area in some years, and an excellent time for
many to attend who have not been to a National Convention before. Do
make your plans well in advance and get out and see some “new ones”
this year. We'll be looking for you in Roanoke on Sunday, May 15, 1966.
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IRIS—DISEASES, PESTS AND REMEDIES
Mickey Kirby

We are told “Iris are easy to grow, not much care, no trouble,
etc.” but we who are growing Iris know that problems are ever present
and work is never done! We have old pests and new infestations, new
remedies recommended, yet little is done to update information about
causes.

During this time, our problems are mounting and every season
presents a new harassment in one form or another. Vigilance, perserver-
ance and infectious “Irisitis” keeps us striving with the hope that some
of our scientists or great minds will give us help—and this is our
HOBBY!

Might as well begin with our lively old pest—THE BORER! Gar-
den Irises say “look for hollowed out rhizomes and find a borer as much
as 114 inches long. Now, if we wait until that much damage is done,
we are in rea] trouble. All of us recognize the moist, jagged, notched
leaves soon after bloom time or, even earlier, if the weather has been
warm and humid. That is the time to find the rascal! “Kill ’em daid!”
It is not hard to find even a very tiny worm 1g-14” long if the leaves
are carefully split just below the chewed area, and they do chew almost
all damaged foliage. Look at nearby plants too as these pests do not
work alone. One moth lays as many as 150 eggs in a small area, especial-
ly if debris has accumulated.

I am not going into the four stages of growth, life cycle etc,, we
want to know what to do to prevent or eradicate borers.

The butterfly moths appear in September and lay eggs until cold
weather. This is the time for vigilance. Eggs are laid in clusters in old
leaves or debris nearby. The moths like to fly in early evening or on
dark days. They do not like sunshine and search for old heavy clumps.
Moths are brown and black with lighter colored wings. They seem to
hop about and hover rather than fly like butterflies.

Sanitation becomes important at this time. It is easier to destroy
eggs than live borers. Remove old leaves and debzis in the early fall as
well as early spring. Plants that are divided and reset often are less
vulnerable to borer infestation.
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Our most effective weapon seems to be DDT. In our climate, it
is wise to spray the Iris carefully in the fall after a good cleanup. Then
another application in early spring when the leaves are 4 to 5 inches
tall. This is purely precautionary and the extent of your spraying should
be determined by the extent of your infestation. If you had a real prob-
lem the year previous, spray every week or ten days until the bloom stalks
are up several inches, and then again soon after bloom season, always
keeping old leaves and debris away from the plants. Your own observa-
tion and judgement is your best yardstick. If your neighbor with whom
you have shared Iris, does not spray, increase your own program or you
will surely have unwelcome “bed fellows”.

DDT may be dusted or sprayed. If you dust, use five or ten pet-
cent DDT dust. It seems to me that spraying is more effective in our
climate. Use 2 thsps. 50% wettable powder in 1 gal. water. If you have
a large area to cover, use 1 Ib. powder to 50 gals. of water. With a
small garden, it is easier for me to mix in a small quantity. I use a 3
gal. sprinkler can. Made a paste in a measuring cup, then turn the water
into it and mix in the sprinkler. The sprinkler seems to give better sat-
uration on the plants and on the ground.

A good formula, widely used is as follows:

For 3 gallons of spray

6 thsp of 50% wettable DDT

3 thsp of Captan

134 tsp. of Black Leaf “40”

3 tsp. of Sticker spreader (add this last and mix well)

This helps prevent leaf spot and aphids all in one operation.

There is a new product “SEVIN” on the market that is said to be
more effective than DDT. This is also helpful in the control of other
pests on evergreens and shrubs but, so far, has not been widely distrib-
uted in our locality.

CARCO-X is recommended also. It too helps control Leaf Spots.
Use % cup to a 6 gal. sprayer or about 2 tbsp. to a gallon of water.
Apply in the spring. If infestation has been severe, it is well to spray
the ground in the fall using about half strength prescribed above.
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LYSOL has been used successfully. Use 1 tbsp. to 1 gal. water in
early spring.

APHIDS may appear about this time of year (August or September).
They are not particularly harmful but may be carriers of Mosaic disease.
They can be eradicated with Malathion, Isotox or Lindane Aramite when
spraying Azaleas and Camellias.

MOSAIC DISEASE, while not a big problem here, has caused dam-
age in some sections of the country and it should be recognized. It
seems to be an aphis transmitted virus. It attacks species and hybrids in
various ways. Some are infected without symptoms. Others are dwarf-
ed and mottled and often detected early in seedlings which should be
destroyed. Even the flowers become “mottled” called “breaking” similar
to that in tulips. Not much is known about the disease. Breeding for
resistance is being tried as a cure at this time. Mosaic virus is most prev-
alent in California and much research is in progress out there. Apparent-
ently, if we eradicate aphids, we can do away with much of the problem
before it appears in our gardens.

The VERBENA MOTH is an hybridizer’s pest as it attacks the
forming seed pods and destroys the seeds much as a borer acts. Again
sanitation is important thruout the garden. Control is uncertain. DDT
is not effective. Methoxychlor or Rhothane may be used as directed
and applications made every ten days after the seed pods begin to form.

There are numerous other pests such as pod weevils, thrips, unnamed
diseases and some species of leaf miner but none of these are prevalent
in our areas—thank heaven. All can be controlled by whatever insecti-
cides you may use on evergreen shrubs and general garden spray pro-
grams.

Again, remember that Sanitation is always the big word in insect
control. The proverbial “ounce of prevention” holds true.

DISEASES—this is a tremendous subject with many ramifications.
Climate, soil conditions, temperatures that vary across the country pre-
sent problems that cannot be fully covered.

BACTERIAL ROT is of great concern in this part of the country.
All of us have experienced it from time to time and symptoms need not
be described. It can appear almost over night and cause great havoc
in a very few days—even hours—if conditions are right for it. Rot is
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a hot weather disease. We must be alert during rainy periods and when
the nights are warm and humid. Crowded plantings are a fertile field
for soft rot. Bacteria is always present in the soil. Diseased and weak
rhizomes are good prospects for rot. Borer injuries provide a susceptible
area for rot bacteria to grow. Borers also carry bacteria from diseased to
healthy plants. Injury of plants when cultivating may serve as entry
points also. Planting too deeply and excessive use of raw manure are
contributing factors. Again vigilance and sanitation are important. If
rot is found early, the infected part can be carefully cut away. If rot
is extensive, it may be necessary to lift the rhizome, cut away diseased
patt and, treat and expose plant to sunshine for a day or two. We hear
of many remedies. Some work and some don’t, depending on many
conditions.

CARCO-X is highly recommended but it is an expensive product,
not available locally. CHLOROX, full strength, poured on the cleansed
area is very effective. Often, the very next day, the rhizome is hard and
dry. You may use LYSOL, 1 thsp to 1 gal. of water, and find no signs
of rot within a day or two. Agrimycin will dry rotted areas and often
promote strong new growth. This too, is an expensive product but small
quantities often do a big job.

Drench the soil with a bichloride of mercury solution using one
8 gr. tablet in a pint of water. Recently, VPI Extension Service recom-
mended spraying of extensive plantings, using two tablets to a gallon of
water. I have been told this is very effective. Great care must be ex-
ercised in the use of this product as it is a deadly poison.

A good formula for general care in the fall is a dusting with 9 parts
sulphur, 1 part 50% DDT, 1 part Fermate and 1 part Tobacco dust.
Gypsum sprinkled around the rhizomes at any time is said to help dry
wet beds and control rot. Wood ashes are used by some growers altho
opinions vary widely—pro and con.

I tsp. Terramycin in 1 qt. water is recommended for rot. Pour over
fan and on rotted area. Just leave it, the rot will die and a corklike for-
mation appear. You may lose a bloomstalk but small robust fans and
increase may bloom without disturbing the root system.

Irisarians are always experimenting with chemicals, powders, etc.
so read your A.LS. bulletins carefully and keep abreast of developments.
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CROWN ROT is less troublesome but can become a serious threat
if neglected. This is a fungus disease. Symptoms are much the same
as for soft rot and first knowledge may come from a toppling fan or a
leaf. Rot is usually contained at the base of the fans and, unlike soft
rot, is not wet and smelly but may be brown and somewhat dry looking.
Fungous growth may be found on the plant and surrounding ground.
Sometimes tiny brown sclerotia appear about the size of a mustard seed—
hence the name Mustard Seed Fungus. Poor drainage may cause crown
rot. ‘'This is another good reason for planting on ridges or hills to aid
drainage away from the plant. Any measure that will improve drain-
age or hasten drying can be helpful.

Chemical control is recommended. The most widely used is Tet-
raclor. If the fungus is present in a large area, a good soil drench-
ing is advisable. Use 1 tbsp. Terraclor, 75 % wettable powder, to 1 gal
of water. Cutting away infected parts is usual procedure but if some
chemical element is not used, the rot will continue to flourish. A solu-
tion of Aureomycin, 2 thsp. to 1 gal. of water, also helps prevent spread
of rot, may even prevent its start, if wet ground is drenched with solu-
tion. ‘This will also stimulate increase. The same proportion of Captan
may be added to prevent formation of Botrytis rot. Aureomycin has a
growth factor that kills soil organisms. Drenching the soil with a Chlos-
ox solution, half and half, has been known to destroy or prevent growth
of fungus. Some growers use a solution of Semesan and dust with Cop-
per Carbonate. Gypsum is recommended also to harden the rhizome
and kill organisms in the soil.

BOTRYTIS. This rhizome rot appears in early spring. It is rec
ognized by stunted growth and weak new shoots, sometimes roots have
almost disappeared and plant is easily pulled up. Rhizomes have a
corky appearance with a dark brown band between healthy and diseased
tissue. A fungus is evident on the surface of the rhizome. Quick cold
weather or a hard early freeze may cause it. Often when winter injury
is mentioned, it really is Botrytis. When planting, a rhizome may seem
normal yet carry the disease and persist in the soil. It is often most se-
vere on plants without winter protection.

If valuable thizomes are involved, a dip in Calomel solution, 1 oz
to 1 gal water for five or ten minutes, and replanting in new soil will
control growth of the fungus.
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We are all familiar with LEAF SPOT. This, too, is a fungus growth.
Round brown spots or holes appear on the leaves. It survives the winter
in old leaves on the soil, or attached leaves. It may carry over on green
leaves alive all winter. The spores are catried by air cutrents and splash-
ing water, either rains or overhead sprinkling. Water is the culprit in
most cases. Not only does it distribute the spores already formed but is
necessary if new spores are to germinate. High humidity is a factor
too. Leaf Spot is much more prevalent in rainy areas thaa in arid regions.
While not really destructive, it is very unsightly and bound to weaken the
plants.

Once more we say that sanitation is very important. Often this
alone will eradicate leaf spot. In fall, old leaves should be removed and
litter cleared away. Green leaves should be cut back below any suspicious
brown spots. Burn all this material. Frequent division and replanting
is a valuable aid to control.

Many fungicides have been tried on this pesky disease. As of now,
Zineb seems to give good control. This is marketed under various trade
names such as Dithane or Parzate. Maneb fungicides also have been ef-
fective. Use these materials at the rate of 1 oz to 4 gal. of water, or 1
tbsp. to 1 gal. of water, with enough detergent added to spread and cover
the leaves. Usually 1 thsp. detergent is sufficient for each gallon of
spray. To be effective, a spray program must start early and continue
at least once a week, especially during wet weather. Trimming the in-
fested leaves is tedious but pays.

I am not going to dwell on SCORCH since so little seems to be
known about it. It has not been ptevalent in our vicinity. Much of
the material offered earlier has already been discarded or discredited.

LEAF BLIGHT IS STILL ANOTHER PEST. This one is bacterial.
In some ways, it resembles leaf spot and often is so mistaken in early
stages. The bacterial spots appear as pale areas, particularly along the
leaf margins. They enlarge and spread in elongated areas. They become
water soaked and sticky, then turn brown and the leaves fall. Again
heavy rains and high humidity are factors in the spread of this un-
sightly mess. A long hot dry spell does much to arrest spread. Cutting
off the leaves is the best remedy known at this time. It is readily spread
by overhead watering and is carried on knives or shears used in trimming
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leaves. It has been suggested that implements be dipped in a Lysol
solution between cuts. Another time consuming and tedious job. The
Zineb and Maneb sprays recommended for Leaf Spot, unfortunately, do
not help Leaf Blight.

Now we come to NEMATODES about which I know nothing! I do
not have them and until now have not seen any of the wretched fellows.
Some of our more alert Irisarians have been pursuing the subject with
vigor during the past year. After much correspondence with noted
Irisarians, Agricultural Agents, Professors the conclusion seems to be that
Nematodes, in one form, variety, or species, however they come, are
present in all soils. At times they are a serious threat to the healthy
growth of Iris.

Root Knot Nematodes are the most damaging to Iris. They feed on
the fibrous roots and stunt growth activity. Plants present a starved,
deteriorating appearance. The subject of Nematodes could provide pro-
gram material, if workable conclusions are reached and knowledge made
available. Many causes and cures are under discussion in robins and
personal cotrespondence in the Iris world. Soil fumigation is advo-
cated and several commercial products are on the market. The same
gassing of the soil that kills weeds and insects should attack Nematodes.
New products are now on the market that can be applied to the soil
while plants are growing. I am not familiar with any of these but am
told improvement has been noted in infested plantings.

Fighting diseases and pests is an endless, frustrating task. I wish
I could close on 2 jolly note and tell you all VICTORY IS AHEAD but
so long as we grow and enjoy our favorite Iris, we shall endure its pests
and diseases.

NEWSCAST IS PUBLISHED TRI-ANNUALLY IN MARCH, AUGUST AND
DECEMBER.

NEWSCAST IS FREE TO ALL MEMBERS OF REGION 1V, A. I. S.

- SUBSCRIPTION RATE TO NON-MEMBERS OF REGION 1V—$2.00 per year
$5.00 for three years

Permission is granted to reprint any article appearing in Newscast unless
otherwise specified, provided proper credit is given.
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THE LURE OF THE LITTLE IRIS
Roberta McMullin

Of course you've heard of them—these little fellows of Irisdom.
No plants answer the call of Spring more gaily than the small bearded
iris. They bloom early and become a part of the first wave of color
that washes away the dullness of winter. Why some of the little ones
are not grown in every garden is something we do not know, for they
are of uncommon beauty. They have been forging to the front of the iris
beds in gardens all over the country these past few years. No garden
is quite complete without them. They are the original gloom-chasers for
the winter-weary, iris loving souls.

No more waiting through the seemingly endless days of March and
April, as we haunt the tall-bearded iris beds for the first signs of bloom
stalks appearing. These little fellows let us know that winter is past and
that color is on its way. Long before the big itis are coming out of hid-
ing, the dwarfs are doing their stuff and earning heart-felt gratitude.
Golly!, what a welcome sight they are! Each variety, each bloom, 2 gem
of color and form, each with an endearing personality of its own, from
the tiniest of the tiny to the taller intermediates which carry us into the
season of the tall-bearded iris. They are truly lovely and fascinating.

Some of the small bearded iris are native species and have been
known for years; many are hybrids and are new in origin. Breeders, by
careful selection, have improved the native iris and in many instances
have given as many colors as do their taller and larger sisters.

The plants are so small that almost any garden can hold many
varieties and most are very easy to gtow. The small bearded iris are
usually divided into two classes. The miniature dwarfs range in height
from 2 to 10 inches. The standard dwarfs, or lilli-puts, range from 10
to 15 inches, and are bred from pumila dwarfs and tall-bearded iris. The
height of the standard dwarf iris suits them for the front of a mixed
border. Their season of bloom makes them companion to daffodils and
early tulips. The miniatures, too, are unsurpassed as border plants, and
may be planted with many small perennials.

A very special use for the small iris is similar to ground covers,
which are very much in vogue. As some of the known ground covering
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plants are poor growers in some conditions, such as sunny banks, fac-
ing south or west, the dwarfs are ideal, especially combined with a creep-
ing juniper The dwarfs furnish color and the juniper the evergreen back-
ground.

With rock gardens coming back to view, the small iris are invaluable,
being excellent plants for these sunny portions, either alone or in com-
panion plantings.

Colors among the dwarfs are quite exciting. The whites are truly
white; the yellows and blues are clear and bright, and while no iris is truly
red, the so-called reds and purples are very attractive. Even green is
found among these smaller sisters, and some of the new varieties to be in-
troduced are in the pink and apricot classes.

Dwarf iris are not fussy plants and require very little care other than
division of the rhizomes when they become matted. The main require-
ment is good drainage and sunshine; they can not stand wet feet. Dwarf
iris planted after mid-July bloom the next spring and by the following
year should make a fine clump. They are particularly effective grown
about a foot from the grass at the front of borders, one variety to a clump
and about a foot apart. There they will furnish a parade of color for the
early season and settle down to 2 nice green edging for the remainder of
the year.

Add some of the dwarf varieties to your garden and you will have
the perfect answer to the age-old cry of “iris are very beautiful, but I don’t
like their short blooming season”. Combining the little iris at the first of
the season, and the rebloomers and remotants to the close of the tall-beard-
ed bloom, you can have a longer year of bloom than you can get from
many other flowers.
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MEMORIES OF A FRIEND
Alice Bouldin

After many starts, I still find this hard to do. December 4, 1965, a
friend of mine died quickly and easily like she hoped to go — no long
illness.

Mrs. Fannie Stadler, Route 1, Reidsville, N.C,, was indeed my friend.
So many times she shared my moods and thoughts. Living ten miles up
the road from her, I would go to see her often. If she was on her Camel
stool, down on my knees I would go helping her clean the iris beds. We
had our visits together in the place we both loved best, her iris garden.
Many a subject was covered but our first love was our grandchildren, our
second, iris. She knew her iris and I had much to learn and would listen
those afternoons. Now, I hope having listened, maybe I learned about
more than iris. I needed a friend to talk with and she was there. The
loss is mine and that of her many neighbors, children and friends.

These are just thoughts of Fannie.

The above was sent to your RVP by Mrs. Bouldin.

All of us who knew her have had thoughts of Fannie—Fannie of the
bright, blue-eyed countenance, the sly wit, the enthusiasm and so much
love for itis and iris people. For the rest of my own life, each iris
time, I will find a quiet moment to pray that wherever Fannie is, it will
be her iris time too

RENA FRANTZ
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MUSINGS FROM THE MOUNTAINS
Judith McLeod, Asheville, N. C.

For the past fifty years I have been interested—actively—in irises.
When I was a very little girl in Chicago, my mother and I used to pore
over the few catalogues there were in those days. We never had much
money to spend on them, but irises were not so high-priced then. Fifty
cents was a “good” iris, and the highest priced irises were under five
dollars each.

Each year at iris bloom time Mom and I would make a pilgrimage
to Vaughan’s Nussery at Western Springs, Illinois. This was no small
trip from our home in Chicago, and it usually took a whole day to make
the round trip. First we took a long street car ride of about thirteen miles
to the end of the line. Once there, we walked about a mile to an inter-
urban line that took us as far as La Grange. This was another “end of the
line”, and was as far as the transportation could take us. Luckily for us,
at this place there was a store which specialized in big ice cream cones
(six big flat scoops of ice cream, chosen from 23 different flavors). This
was the forerunner of the modern Howard Johnson’s. We always stop-
ped there before continuing on the four mile hike which was the last lap
of the journey.

Once at the nursery, however, we soon forgot the heat and dust —
the road wasn’t paved then — and we were able to get in the gardens
among the many beds of new irises. It is a little hard now to remember
the varieties that so fascinated us then. I do remember Ambassadeur,
Dominion, Lent A. Williamson, Prospero, Prosper Laugier, and Zua.
Queen of May was about the first approach to pink, and Mme. Chareau
was the first plicata I ever saw.

Irises have changed a lot since then, but the fascination still re-
mains. Now, not only do we have so many more varieties, but they are
larger, much more varied and pure in color, and much better in form.
This is true not only of the tall bearded, but of most of the other species
of irises as well. In the old days there were no other classifications than
German iris, dwarfs, and Japanese. Intermediates were classed in with
the general classification; in fact, most of the ones we then knew as tall
bearded would be put in the border bearded group now.

For wild or species irises, we had only the tall marsh “flags” and the
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yellow pseudacorus, which wasn't really a native iris at all but an escape
due to its extremely prolific growth.

Today, many of the old varieties are still with us. They are not as
spectacular as the new ones, but many of them are still being used in
the hybridizing programs. Here in the mountains of North Carolina,
I still have Zua, Pallida dalmatica, Florentina, Monsignor, Quaker Lady,
and a few others. They seem to do as well here as they did many years
ago back in Illinois. They will always have a place here, if only to re-
mind me of the many trips we made to see “new” irises.

MEMPHIS REVISITED
By Jim Aultz

The sheer joy we personally experienced in attending our first An-
nual Convention of the American Iris Society, back in 1957, remains with
us, unforgettable. Each year since then, we have looked forward to
writing of Memphis . . . revisited. The opportunity now presents itself.

There are those who feel that much talk of food, weather, social
events, old acquaintances renewed and new ones formed have little place
in a report such as this. While we do not agree, we shall try to please
those who want to hear chiefly of iris and iris gardens seen this spring,
in or near Memphis. :

That each and every garden visited should be in top form during
convention week would be almost too much to expect. There were
some disappointments in this regard; on these we shall not dwell. In-

stead, we choose to recall to mind the gardens that were especially mem-
orable. '

Do you admire the efforts of those irisarians working on uneven
terrain? The garden of Mrs. Nathan Bauman is a beautiful example of
what can be done with 2 multi-level setting.

On the other hand, there are those who feel that a perfectly flat
city lot, of no great size, presents even more in the way of a challenge
to the owner wishing to create something lovely. Carl Brinkerhoff,
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president of the Memphis Area Iris Society, has developed his garden to
perfection.

In such gardens as the two mentioned, one wished to linger longer
than the always-crowded tour schedule permitted.

The iris that looked good everywhere it was seen is the one we would
choose for ousselves, to be planted in our own garden, *way back home.
Such an iris, in 1965, in Memphis, was ULTRAPOISE, a lovely yellow,
which originated in Noyd's Iris Garden, (’62). Another yellow iris of
which you will certainly be hearing a great deal is E. Buckles’ LEORA
KATE ('63).

Surfeited with pink iris? ESTHER FAY (Fay, '61) may make you
change your mind . . . But choose a blue for you? Right there, we give
up! SKYWATCH (Benson, '64) might be the one you'd like, or per-
haps you'd prefer Plough’s CRYSTAL RIVER ('64), or the late Paul
Cook’s very dack ECSTATIC NIGHT ('63), to name only three.

Reports were circulating in Memphis that Hall's WINE AND
ROSES ('63) is proving a difficult grower which might be withdrawn
from the market. True or not, we prefer ROYAL REGALIA (Valette,
’62). o :
Do you want “something different”? Try M. and L. Crawford’s
Arilbred MAID of INDIA ('62), Luella Noyd’s PICTURE PRETTY
(’62), or R. F. Evans SIBONEY (’63).

Plicata fanciers were taking special note -of Schreiner’s striking
STEPPING OUT ('64).

We observed no newer white iris of greater merit than Benson’s
HENRY SHAW (’59) — (this years runner-up for the Dykes Medal),
Gatty’s FRIENDSHIP (’61), or O. Brown’s WINTER OLYMPICS ('63).

The new pastel blends, however such as Fays CHAMPAGNE
MUSIC (’62) are lovely, indeed.- -~
~ As was to be expected, sodié of the best looking iris seen were in
Jake Schaarf’s gatden.

Alas! “Progress” (of 2 sort) 1s in the mr The lovely Memph1s
garden of Ms. E. H. Allen will be seen no moré on ggrden tours in that
city, for in a few years highway 'c'ogsg:rgct_togwx_ll take the site, we were
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We must add that while no one is paying us to be a “spotter” of iris
other than tall bearded, we cannot ignore a good, new Siberian iris for
such are hard to find. A milky blue one caught our eye in the Bob
Carney garden. The originator promised to introduce it under the name
of SOUTHERN SKIES.

Memphis . . . revisited, was a truly pleasurable experience.

VISIONS VIABLE

I hear again the sparrow’s call
That’s been too long denied.

I see gold fields of daffodils
And know that someone lied,

With words of bitterness and grief
That Spring would be no more,
And Winters wind with biting cold
Would rule and reign for e’re,

That once the heart had lost its song

It could not then regain

The promised joys of Spring’s warm glow
The gift of April’s rain.

But, ‘tis not true, my heart declares;
Life and love will last

For all who dream of brave new worlds
Where fear and doubt is past.

I view the blue of sunlit skies
Above green fields of rye
And I am now again assured
That Spring will never die.

Gayle Harris

ED. NOTE: Gayle Harris is the wife of Ronme Harris, Norfolk
Chapter. The above poem was submitted by Anne Lee ‘who states
that it has already been accepted for publication. Thanks for
allowing it to be printed in Newscast.
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“IRIS FLOWERS”

From, “Blossoms From a Japanese Garden, A Book of
Child’s Verses” by Mary Fenollosa (Frederick A. Stokes Co.,
Publishers, 1913).

My mother let me go with her,
(I had been good all day)

To see the Iris flowers that bloom
In the gardens far away.

We walked and walked through hedges green,
Through rice fields empty still,

To where we saw a garden gate

Beneath the farthest hill.

She pointed out the rows of “flowers”;
I saw no planted things,

But white and purple butterflies

Tied down with silken strings.

They strained and fluttered in the breeze.
So eager to be free;

I begged the man to let them go,

But mother laughed at me.

She said that they could never rise,
Like birds, to Heaven so blue,
But even mothers do not know
Some things that children do.

That night the flowers untied themselves
And softly stole away,

To fly in sunshine round my dreams
Until the break of day.

Submitted by Mary Ellen Thrasher, 703 Laurel Ave., Chesa-
peake, Virginia.
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