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OUR R. V. P.'s MESSAGE 

The following was to be read at the Regional meeting at 
Norfolk. It didn't reach Frank Sherrill in time. Since it is in the 
nature of a final report of this administration, it seems appro
priate for it to be published now as my last message as your 
R. V. P. 

Dear Friends and Honored Guests : 

This administration has tried to serve you to the best of 
its ability. Each officer and chairman has contributed his share 
toward making us a better and more successful region. To 
them, goes my sincere thanks for their wonderful cooperation 
and support; to Frank Sherrill, my undying gratitude for taking 
over this meeting for me ; and to Delia Munn and all of the 
Norfolk Chapter for giving you your 1967 Regional Meeting. 
It is a great disappointment for me to miss our illustrious speaker 
and teacher, Dr. Wall. 

I feel that Region 4 has come of age and has taken its 
rightful place as a leader in the National picture. We have 
earned quite a reputation as one of the best organized of all 
the regions. We are known to have a regional publication second 
to none. Certainly, we have devised and put into effect the 
most comprehensiv.e judging school in the history of A. I. S. 
We have a smooth-working Auction program which supports 
us in good style. We are practically the only region that isn't 
screaming about finances. 

These things have not come about over-night. The founda
tion was carefully laid by the tremendous efforts of my pre
decessors, Claude O'Brien and Earl Browder. They prepared the 
region for progress. Their wise planning and forethought have 
enabled this administration to recognize that we were ready to 
go. Putting it very simply, "We have went!" 

This does not mean that we can rest on our laurels or that 
we can afford to let down in any r.espect. It only means that 
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we must work harder to uphold and maintain our reputation. 
We are by no means perfect in any respect. There are many 
things that continue to be problems. Each year, we are still 
losing as many members as we gain. The problem of sheer 
geographical size is one which is almost unsurmountable. The 
regional test garden program is established but is still not work
ing as it should. It needs some bugs worked out and it must 
be enlarged to a minimum of one in each state. Above all, 
your interest is necessary. You must visit the gardens as they 
are established if they are to be successful. Our publicity and 
public relations program is in its infancy. It can do a great 
deal toward making the public and the rest of A. I. S. aware 
of our activities. 

Now that I have given you a short summation of the 
state of the region, perhaps you'd like a few words on the state 
of the R. V. P. A state of confusion and frustration is an ac
curate description. Don't get me wrong-I ain neither confused 
nor frustrated about my marriage. That is strong and good and 
very happy. I have been asked a number of times whether 
A. I. S. has lost an R. V. P. or gained a new member. Well, 
in the normal course of events, you will lose an R. V. P. and 
gain another in the fall when the administration changes, but 
you will have a hard time getting rid of me, and, before long, 
you'll surely gain a new member. The confusion I speak of is 
in clearing out the accumulation of the years in two houses. 
The frustration is in trying to put a big yard into a little one. 
It's sort of like planting a 50 ft. oak tree in a dish garden. 
However, these things will work out as they always do and 
I have no fear of the future. 

I hope you have had a lovely day. You can be sure that 
my thoughts have been with you and that I have missed the 
fun, the continuing and renewing of old friendships and the 
making of new ones. I will look forward to beins- back with you 
next year-not in any official capacity but simply as your dirt 
gardener friend-

RENA FRANTZ CRUMPLER 
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RESULTS OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH 

OFFICIAL SYMPOSIUM-A. I. S.-REGION 4, 1967 
(Eighty-five ballots submitted) 

Place Name of Iris No. of Votes Place Name of Iris No. of Votes 

1 Rippling Waters 39 15 Amigo's Guitar 16 

2 Stepping Out 35 Edenite 16 
Indiglow 16 

3 Henry Shaw 34 Kingdom 16 

4 Amethyst Flame 31 Olympic Torch 16 

One Desire 31 Rainbow Gold 16 

Winter Olympics 31 
16 Arctic Flame 15 

5 Esther Fay 30 Denver Mint 15 
6 Allegiance 27 Irish Lullaby 15 

Triton 15 
7 Blue Sapphire 26 

8 Orange Parade 25 17 Cross Country 14 
Whole Cloth 25 

9 Black Swan 23 
18 Celestial Glory 13 

Ultra poise 23 
Chinquapin 13 
Court Ballet 13 

10 Pacific Panorama 22 Licorice Stick 13 

11 Ribbon Round 20 
Lunar Fire 13 

Sterling Silver 20 
19 Blue Baron 12 

12 Fluted Haven 19 Bravado 12 
Wild Ginger 19 Cayenne Capers 12 
Wine and Roses 19 Christmas Angel 12 

13 Gypsy Lullaby 18 Gingersnap 12 

Violet Harmony 18 Golden Masterpiece 12 
Java Dove 12 

14 Champagne Music 17 Mary Randall 12 
Chinese Coral 17 May Melody 12 
Eleanor's Pride 17 Melodrama 12 
High Above 17 Miss Indiana 12 
Skywatch 17 Prince Indigo 12 
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Place Name of Iris No. of Votes Place Name of Iris No. of Votes 

20 Camelot Rose 11 Pretty Carol 8 
Commentary 11 Swahili 8 
Christmas Time 11 Tres Bien 8 
Dot and Dash 11 Utah Valley 8 
Frost and Flame 11 24 Blazing Violet 7 
Milestone 11 Coraband 7 
Rococo 11 Crystal River 7 

21 Butterscotch Kiss 10 Emerald Fountain 7 
Cashmere 10 Lovely Light 7 
Congo Song 10 Luxury Line 7 
Emma Cook 10 Royal Tapestry 7 
Gracie Pfost 10 Truly Yours 7 
Martel 10 25 Apropos 6 
Music Maker 10 Blue Petticoats 6 
Soaring Kite 10 Brass Accents 6 
Tea Apron 10 Cathedral Bells 6 

22 Brightside 9 Cooing Dove 6 
Bronze Bell 9 Crinkled Beauty 6 
Dotted Swiss 9 Elmo hr 6 
Glittering Amber 9 Ever and Ever 6 
Happy Birthday 9 Flaming Heart 6 
Lilac Champagne 9 French Flair 6 
Malacca Straits 9 Heartbreaker 6 

23 Black Taffeta 8 
Limelight 6 

Blue Mountains 8 
Mademoiselle 6 

Brasilia 8 
Moon River 6 

Cap't. Gallant 8 
Orange Chariot 6 

Celestial Snow 8 
Palomino 6 

Dawn Crest 8 
Raspberry Whirl 6 

First Violet 8 
Ruffled Valentine 6 

Gaily Clad 8 
Sable Night 6 

Mission Sunset 8 
Swan Ballet 6 

Night Song ,8 
Symphony 6 

Piety 8 
Tahiti Sunrise 6 

RENA FRANTZ CRUMPLER, R. V. P. 
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SPRING MEETING OF EXECUTIVE BOARD, 
REGION 4, A. I. S. 

Norfolk, Va., May 12, 1967 

In the absence of the R. V. P., the meeting was called 
to order by Frank Sherrill, acting R. V. P., at 7 :45 P.M., 
in the conference room of the Lake Wright Motel in Norfolk, 
Va., May 12, 1967. 

The meeting was well attended. Present were Bill Kelley, 
Warren McLaughlin, John Dughi, Martha Davidson, Rena 
Kizziar, Anne Lee, Clytie McCoy, Joe Lynn, Roberta Mc
Mullin, Frank Sherrill, Dr. Hugo Wall, Fred Ste?henson, John 
Van Horn, Earl Browder, Claude O'Brien, Ethel Helms. 

As has become the policy, minutes of the previous meet
ing are not read. 

Treasurer reports a new balance of $640.15. Disburse
ments for the year were $650.82. Receipts for the year were 
reported at the fall meeting. 

In his report on the Judges Training School, Fred Ste
phenson states that the deficit in the school program has been 
covered and the project is now solvent. He reports that over 
200 hours went into preparations for the 1967 school and over 
70 letters were written and sent out-however, he feels that 
the accomplishments made this worthwhile. He gave his 
thanks to all for cooperating. The 1967 school attendance was 
62 and the enthusiasm of the students remains high. 

The picture of the 1968 school is good. We will have a 
class on color classification and exhibitions to be held in con
nection with the spring meeting in Lewisburg. The chapter 
is planning an iris show so that the class can have experience 
in actually judging an iris show. 

Region 4 has become a guide for the national judges' 
training program. 
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Clytie McCoy reports that the test garden at Veterans' 
Hospital has been enlarged. The beds are larger by 25' x 2'. 
The old clumps have become too big and must be moved. The 
committee will need new seedlings. 

This headed a discussion on disposal of current seedlings. 
The Director of the hospital would like to have them, but 
the policy of returning rhizomes to hybridizer must be fol
lowed or have written permission of the hybridizer to give 
away. Therefore she requests more rhizomes to be sent to her 
for the hospital to use in furthering the landscaping of the 
grounds as part of the therapeutic program for the patients. 

Membership in the Region now stands at 453-an increase 
of 7 members. Southern W. Va. Chapter was largest in in
crease. 

Joe Lynn, Auctions, hopes that all chapters are planning 
auctions. C. & P Chapter will hold sale on June 25; Blue 
Ridge Chapter on July 15, and date had not been set for 
the North Carolina sale. Greenbrier has a spring sale while 
bloom is on. 

Anne Lee reports no changes to be made in the by-laws, 
but felt that they should now be printed so all members can 
have a copy. She was authorized to see what such printing 
would cost. 

Publicity has now gotten off the ground, according to 
the report of John Dughi. Letters have been written and sent 
to Chapter Chairmen. 

As Special Advisor, Claude O'Brien started a discussion 
of the Judges Training School on chapter levels. No definite 
plans were reached at this time. 

Further discussion on the Pilot Program brought forth 
a motion by Earl Browder, with a second by Fred Stephenson, 
that any area group of 12 or more members may make an 
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appeal to the Executive Board for an approval to form a 
chapter. The motion carried. 

Letters were read from absentees on the progress made in 
various chairmanships. 

Chapter Chairmen were then called on for reports. 

Blue Ridge-lost a few members-plan a summer auction 
and a fall meeting. 

S. W. Va.-now as large as any chapter-nine new members, 
membership of seventeen last year. John Van Horn, new 
chairman spoke of the "Sunrise" plantings, a chapter 
project. The garden will be dedicated May 21. Invita
tions sent out to all chapters. 

Norfolk-time spent in preparation for the Regional Meet
ing. Boasts a 14 year old member, new to the group, 
but very enthusiastic. New officers have been elected. 

E. N. C.-have been brought out of the red; now have a 
treasury of $7.50. New officers have been elected-get 
acquainted robins well established. 

Greenbrier-busily preparing for the '68 meeting. Now have 
15 members, a gain of 3. 

C. W. Va.-report of being very inactive for the year. Are 
in need of a shot of new blood. No response from 
members not in immediate area of Parkersburg. 

No reports from Marydel or C & P chapters. 

Meeting then adjourned to join the Fellowship gathering 
for early arrivals. 

ROBERTA McMULLIN, Secretary 
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SPRING -MEETING, REGION FOUR, A. I. S. 
Lake Wright Motel, Norfolk, Va., May 13, 1967 

Truly a banquet! Food-Fellowship-Inspiration for all! 

A delicious dinner was served to the largest spring meeting 
ever held. There were 109 members attending. 

The call to order by Delia Munn, General Chairman 0£ the 
Host Chapter, brought forth a standing ovation 0£ all members 
present. Delia, who has led her band 0£ "brave souls" as she 
calls them, with the handicap of a broken ankle, gave her thanks 
to all who helped in any way. A successful meeting is not an 
effort of one or two, but all must help. 

Officers and chairmen were introduced with very short re-
ports given : 

Budget-"solvent" 
Parliamentarian-'' orderly'' 
Newscast-"Thanks-keep it coming; wants to keep it in

teresting, not all reports, but some information and 
knowledge of iris" 

Training School-"read it in NEWSCAST" 
Test Gardens-"need new seedlings"-and so on-

Claude O'Brien, as Special Advisor, was gratified as to the 
accomplishments of the chapter-the gardens were well grown
keep up the good work. He urges that we visit the gardens
get others interested-good fellowship is best. 

Chapter reports were given: 

S. W. Va.-growing rapidly-hope to match in W. Va. in 
1968 

Norfolk~ay speaks for itself 
E~ N .. C.-too big geographically-too small physically-re

mains about the same in membership. 
W. N. C.-reports new chairman-Elizabeth Farrar 
Greenbrier-Invites all to the "Mountain State in 1968" 
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Report of the Nominating Committee called for: 
R. V. P.-Frank Sherrill 
Asst. R. V. P.-Bill Kelley 
Sec.-Roberta McMullin 
Treas.-Ronald Harris 

On motion by John Van Horn that the slate of officers be 
accepted as proposed, and a second given, the officers were 
declared duly elected. 

Vve were doubly fortunate to have Dr. Hugo Wall at our 
meeting. Dr. Wall very ably conducted the Judges School and 
would now speak to our group as a whole. He could be well 
classed as "personality plus". 

He was very gracious about our southern hospitality and had 
a special recommendation for the Judges Training School. 

Dr. Wall's topic for the evening was "In Quest Of" pub
lished in this issue of Newscast. 

ROBERTA McMULLIN, Secretary 

JUDGES' TRAINING CLASS-A SUCCESS 

Class number two of Region !V's Judges Training Program, 
held in Norfolk as a part of our Regional Meeting was, by 
all measures, a most successful one. 47 persons registered for 
the class and almost all these elected to take the examination. 

Grades on the exam were relatively g;ood, meeting pre-school 
expectations. Some few questions seemed to give everyon·e some 
trouble so these will be re-evaluated to see if the cause can be 
determined. If time permits, Handbook references for all answers 
will be published in NEWSCAST. 
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Financially the school was successful due greatly to the 
excellent co-operation of the Norfolk Chapter. Arrangements for 
the school and the luncheon certainly were all that anyone could 
ask for or expect. Your Chairman is deeply grateful for the 
wonderful assistance and co-operation provided. 

Certainly no one who was present needs to be reminded 
of the excellence of our guest instructor, Dr. Hugo Wall. All 
were profoundly impressed by his wonderful presentation as 
well as his radiant personality. Dr. Wall, too, was very much 
impressed with the school and the people he met. In fact, Dr. 
Wall was rather overwhelmed by the enthusiasm shown and the 
quality of irises grown in the Region. Certainly the Norfolk 
Chapter deserves the thanks of the entire Region because this 
impression was the result of a lot of real hard work by those 
making the meeting possible. 

Looking to Lewisburg for 1968, we anticipate another real 
successful class. As announced at the Norfolk meeting, this class 
will deal with Color Classification and Exhibitions. It is our 
plan to set up a small, but model, Flower Show and also do the 
judging. As of this date, we have no instructor but Dr. Wall is 
going to assist in the preparation of the material. We need Iris 
Shows in the Region and this could be the beginning. It will be 
a chance for you to acquire the "know how". More details will 
be forthcoming in the NEWSCAST. 

It is our hope that each member will make a SPECIAL 
effort to include Lewisburg in his plans for next season. As 
you may not know, the season in Lewisburg is much later than 
anywhere else in the Region so you should be better able to 
get away and enjoy the unusual hospitality of our smallest 
chapter. Hope to see you in Lewisburg. 

MOUNTAIN STATE IN '68 

F. G. STEPHENSON, Chairman 
Judges' Training Program Region IV A. I. S. 

12 



1968 
REGIONAL MEETING 

LEWISBURG, W. VA. MAY i4th, 25th, 26th 

The Dates Are Set-Mark Your Calendar 

ELIMINATE ALL CONFLICTS 

You MUST COME TO SEE WHAT WE DON'T 

HAVE, ALSO, THE "NUTS" WHO WOULD 

UNDERTAKE SUCH A MISSION! 

GREENBRIER CllAPI'ER WELCOMES YOU. 

"DEFLATE IN '68" 
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE 

The Region Four meeting in Norfolk this year was nearly 
perfect. It was cloudy and cool and we had a little rain in the 
middle of the day of the garden tour, but when I think of those 
beautifully grown iris, at peak bloom and with substance to 
spare, standing there with drops of rain on their petals and 
looking prettier because of it, well, I can't complain. We were 
at Rena Kizziar's garden after the shower and it was perfectly 
beautiful. Her iris were all anyone could ask for, and even a 
few of her small ones were in bloom. I would like to have seen 
her garden when the Medians were at peak. I fell in love with 
Cutie as well as a nice collection of Sedums which she had in 
her yard. 

The Ward's garden was enjoyed twice as we were privileged 
to go there during our Judging School. Their iris were at peak 
bloom and so well groomed that you felt those Norfolk folks 
had some secret up their sleeves for growing them that well. 
These iris were further complimented by plantings of nice trees, 
shrubs and vines. 

The Munn's garden was just as lovely with beautiful blooms 
showing heavy substance and perfect foliage. I can't forget that 
beautiful specimen of Diplomacy. 

The Ballard's garden had more iris in it than I had ever 
seen in any one garden before, and they knew that secret, too, 
because their blooms and foliage were just perfection-I could 
have stayed there a week. 

Our dear Dr. Anne Lee's garden was a charmer and I 
would like to have stayed longer. She had many secrets, the 
art of combining na:tive trees and shrubs with beautiful hybrid 
rhododendrons and azaleas and unusual vines, and how to tuck 
into every available inch of space some •little gems of wild 
flowers or some other little collectors items. Tucked in among 
this wealth of plant material were beautifully grown iris and 
overseeing it all was "Jennifer", the most adorable looking pray-
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ing mantis, poised and ready to kill any bug that bothered Dr. 
Anne's plants. 

We not only enjoyed the Judging School this year but we 
felt that we learned a great deal from it. Dr. Wall, Fred 
Stephenson and Betty Ward all should get a big hand for doing 
such a grand job. 

Our accommodations at Lake Wright Motor Lodge were 
excellent, with good food and service that couldn't be beat. The 
Norfolk folks deserve a big pat on the back for making such 
fine arrangements for us and many thanks for the good times 
we had and for the many fine iris that were given to their 
guests. 

We have a brand new Chapter added to our list and from 
the number of reports I have had pouring in here in the mail 
I would say a very wide awake one. It will be known as the 
Francis Scott Key Chapter and it's Chairman, Mr. Maynard 
Harp, is keeping the mail coming with reports of a new member 
or two every few days. Mrs. Glenn W. Allen is their reporter 
and doing a fine job. We could all take lessons from them for 
a membership drive. Let's do it. 

Another Chapter that has increased it's membership recently 
is the Southern W. Va. Chapter. Their new Chairman is John 
Van Horn of Nitro, W. Va. They have worked hard on their 

"Sunrise" project and have had a world of publicity from it. 
That is what it takes-we should take a few tips from them. 

We mountaineers of Virginia had a long cool Spring which 
gave us weeks of enjoyment of iris and peony bloom. Our 
garden on the windy hill did not get the freeze damage that so 
many gardens had and we enjoyed it for a longer period of 
time than ever before. We are just enough later than Norfolk's 
blooming season to be able to enjoy their peak bloom and then 
come home and start into another several weeks of bloom. Next 
year we are hoping to enjoy our own iris and then go to 
Lewisburg and enjoy their bloom season, as they run a bit 
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later than we do. This makes it doubly nice as I always hate to 
leave home when we are at peak bloom. 

I just noticed in the Roanoke paper this morning where 
OUR Fred Stephenson has been made a member of the Judges' 
Training Program Committee of the American Iris Society. This 
committee is composed of five outstanding irisarians in the 
United States and is responsible for standardizing and assisting 
in the training of iris judges from among the 7,000 society mem
bers. Fred has worked very hard on the Judges' Training Pro
gram and we are all very proud of him. 

Also congratulations should go to OUR Lloyd Zurbrigg. 
He has been made President of the Reblooming Iris Society 
that was just formed at the Denver meeting. Yours truly intends 
to become a Charter Member of this Society. 

December 1st will be the next deadline for getting news in. 
If it is not in by then I will know that you do not read the old 
Editor's page. 

MARTHA DAVIDSON 

A REPORT ON THE AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY 
IN DENVER, MAY-JUNE 1967 

By Lloyd Zurbrigg 

On the flight from Chicago to Denver the musical program 
was interrupted by a male voice. "This is your captain speaking: 
There will be considerable turbulence as we approach Denver. 
When we left Denver a few hours ago to go to Chicago there 
were several inches of hail on the ground." We, the visitors to 
Denver, could not feel more upset about the vagaries of the 
weather than the Colorado hosts, who carried on nobly to give 
us a good time and show us fine irises. 

On Wednesday afternoon we went to Boulder instead of 
to the Denver Botanical gardens, for obvious reason. In Boulder, 
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Everett Long's commercial garden provided lots of room for 
the six or seven busloads of us to scatter around. The guest 
beds were in excellent bloom. My notes start off with the 
Schreiner bed, which was on the nearest corner. 

CLOUD CAPERS-delicate(-looking) but lovely orchid amoena. 
JEWEL TONE-rich red but open S. and tends to fade. 
WILD RIVER-very blue. Yum!! 
FIREBALL-dusky dark red. not large but lovely. 
FUJI'S MANTLE-Four-star attraction. 
CHORDETTE-Large, rich orchid, but F. had "plain" form 

to me. 

CLOUDLAND-(Randolph)-was similar to Fuji's Mantle, and 
had even better branching. 

SONI-CE-(Peterson)-Lovely onco-bred, when well-grown. 
CORAL COMMENTS-RICH pink but badly bunched. 
SILVER WEDDING-White with a lot of green in it. Wide, 

ruffled. 
BROADMERE-(Valette)-Large, wide lavender amoena. S. 

not quite white. 
BOLDER (Stultz)-lovely blue on very short stems. 
IDAHO CREAM (Srnith)-Three-star performer. Very desir

able. 
BEWITCHING jLyon)-Huge, wide orchid with a deep PINK 

beard. 
SYLVIA RIGGS (Riggs, Michigan)-A large pink plicata, at

tractive and showy, but with only one branch near the top 
of the stem. 

A second bed of Schreiner irises were equally noteworthy 
to the above. 

CRYSTAL BLUE-Four stars. 
NORTH PACIFIC-Three stars, but a keen rival to the above. 
HIGH LIFE-Just about tops in plicatas. 
STEPPING OUT~A wonderful show. 
PARISIAN BLUE-Great color, but I did not care for the form. 
PRINCE INDIGO-Three or four stars for this one. Huge 

and wide. 
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SPARKLING SEAS-Blue amoena. I did not like this as well. 
SUNNY SPLENDOR-Very rich in color. 
SUTTER'S FALLS-Rich, novel color but does fade. 
GYPSY JEWELS-Holds its rich color very well. 

BANGLORIOUS-A nice, rich red of good size, similar to 
BANG but cleaner. 

CRAFTSMAN-(Knopf)-Rich, wide yellow with white in the 
falls. 

AZURE APOGEE-(Durrance)-Soft blue with BLUE beard. 
This was wider and of better form than others in this class, 
and went on to win the President's Cup. All sold out, I 
understand. 

BLUE FANTASY-Blue S. and white F. Best contrast, but 
plain form. 

SAPPHIRE FUZZ-(Niswonger)-Blue with BLUE beard. 
Good, but not as showy as Azure Apogee. 

STERLING SILVER-showing its beautifully ruffled form. 

There were many fine seedlings in the Long Garden. Those 
that I happened to see and note were as follows: 

Niswonger 33-63: This one sold out completely. A huge yellow 
with some white in the falls. Watch for it. (From Pretty 
Carol, as I recall.) 

Durrance D66-1: S. greenish. F. bluish with greenish hafts. Beard 
deep blue. Too short to judge. 

Davis sdlg. : Lovely wide, orchid amoena; top-branched. 
Rabe (Ky.) 65-21: A white iris with orchid on the sides of the 

F only and a tangerine beard. 
64-7 (Long): Deep orchid to violet with Mohr form and veining. 
Durrance 63-A: S. yellow. F. lavender blue bordered yellow. Haft 

brown. Very odd. 

On the next morning, Thursday, we visited Dr. Loomis' 
garden, and I was very pleased to be able to shake the elderly 
gentleman's hand. The beautiful old home and grounds were 
worth a trip in themselves. Few irises were' out yet. Two of 
Larry Gaulter's were out and very desirable. 
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LAURIE (Gaulter) is a rich, ruffled orchid, not unlike Made
moiselle, but pinker. It had not much of a stem here. 

PORT ROYAL is a nice, clean violet on white plicata on good 
stems. 

SALEM LASS is an older variety that was doing well here. 
The white center and beard give strong contrast to the 
dark color. 

BRIGHT CLOUD (Nelson) is a fine amoena from Melodrama. 
GOLD CITATION (Olson) Very lacy yellow with some white 

in F. 
Heacock H-64-7: Gorgeous big onco-bred, lovely, but open S. 

Dr. James H. Brown's garden was next. Similar climate and 
location meant only the early varieties open. Here again SALEM 
LASS was putting on a big show, but others competing were 
RIPPLING WATERS, ELEANOR'S PRIDE, PRINCE IN
DIGO, PACIFIC PANORAMA and JERSEY BEAUTY. This 
garden has many beds of irises, with beautiful lawn hedges, trees, 
and white house and garage with red tile roofs. 

A return to Long's gardens gave us a second chance to 
see these well-grown and hail-free specimens. 

Friday morning we went to Baker's Acre. Again not all 
varieties were out, by any means, but those that were in evidence 
were good, and free of hail damage. This is the home of WAY
W ARD WIND and BABY'S BONNET. The former was in 
good supply of bloom, and I would only fault it on the dullness 
of the color in the opening stage. 

COUNTRY BUTTER-One I discarded, but sure to produce 
a good show. 

l\HLLIONAIRE-Very bright, and very short here and every-
where. 

CONGO QUEEN-Not better than Congo Song here. 
GREEN ILLUSION-A smooth iris with a soft blue blaze. 
ONE DESIRE-Single flowers simply gorgeous. Branching a 

little bunched. 
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CONGO SONG-Three-star performer here. 
CURL'D CLOUD-Still a fine white. 
MARTEL-Three stars for this very rich blend. 
CINNIMAC-Very short, otherwise similar to Lady Mohr. 
WILDCAT-A crazy iris with a couple of upright S and some 

down-pointing F without beards or stamens. Bright blended 
brown and yellow. 

PRINCESS ANNE, MISS INDIANA, and RICH TAPESTRY 
were also good here. 

Friday afternoon we were taken to the Air Force Academy 
Chapel, one of the most beautiful sights I have ever seen. 

Saturday we spent the entire day in the Denver Botanical 
Gardens, where some of the blossoms seemed to have missed 
the hailstones-some of the buds, that is. Plenty of damage was 
still in evidence, however. Some thousand iris were here on 
charted display. My own four hopefuls were all doing well, and 
MARGARET Z, with six stems about 33", was giving a fine 
display. BEATRICE JOYNT had 8 stems on an excellent plant. 
Two flowers were just opening, and the two others had been 
cut to ribbons by the hail-FOUR days earlier. BLISS had one 
stem, unopened, and SIAM had three, also unopened. Many of 
the irises had not opened, and the garden was still in the early 
season on the way to midseason. 

Frances Brown would have been greatly disappointed, for 
of the many seedlings she sent, only a few were in bloom, and 
many clumps had no stems at all. Open flowers only on her 
61-36, 61-57-2, 61-88-8, 61-105-A, 61-131-1, and 61-144. A week 
later there would have been a good show on her things. 

Outstanding iris seen here were: 

Hoage 61-23: Deep, smooth pink. Well-branched. 
LITTLE LYNN (Sheaff, Ill.) Sweet, very short pink. 
MODERN TREND (Nelson, Idaho) A la,ced amoena. 
GAILY CLAD (Nelson, Idaho) Really "bright-blue" with "gold" 

haft. 
(Did not care for Smoke Screen (Plough) nor Crystal Bay or 

Glacier Bay of Jones). 
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Of the Gibson irises RADIANT APOGEE was best, for in 
GOLDEN FILAGREE the F. hang, and in VILLA GOLD 
the S. open-at least they did here. 

PURPLE VILLA did not appeal to me. 
PORT ROYAL (Gaulter) appealed again as a very clean plicata. 

His COUNTRY SQUIRE is also good but a little floppy 
in comparison. 

MISS ILLINI (Varner) was a runner-up for the cup. A fine, 
early yellow. 

A VIS (Varner) Another runner-up for the cup and one that will 
become very famous. A reverse "blue" bi-color, not from 
WIDE WORLD lines. 

LEORA KATE (Buckles) was the most floriferous iris in the 
whole garden. And it reblooms! 

JUNA KAY (Buckles) A deep violet self, wide, out of Whole 
Cloth. 

GYPSY JEWELS (Schreiner) Three-star performance. 
HIGH LIFE (Schreiner) Excellent. 
GLOWING TIARA (Schreiner) Richest color, deep red blend. 
WILD RIVER (Schreiner) Only OK this time. 
TIJUANA BRASS (Schreiner) too windblown to assess. 
ROYALAIRE (Brizendine, Kan.) Very bright, light blend. Form 

"so-so." 
ORANGE BOWL (Schliefert, Nebr.) Excellent color, good form, 

miffy growth. 
HAWAIIAN HOLIDAY (T. Brown, Wash) A bright plicata 

like Stepping Out. 

I seem to have omitted mention of the visit to Fort Collins. 
There were two displays of iris on the campus of Colorado 
State University there, under the surveillance of Carl Jorgensen. 
These had been hit by hail, and also many were not out in the 
guest beds. I did notice FOREIGN AFFAIR (Nelson, Idaho) 
as being a wonderful bit of color, and gave three stars to BLUE 
OLYMPICS (R. Brown, Wash.) How I would have taken notes 
had it been the peak of season everywhere is beyond me. We 
all took home a plant of Jack Durrance's COLORADO SKIES 
as a souvenir of an enjoyable Denver Convention. 
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THE 1967 TOUR GARDENS IN NORFOLK 

THE KIZZIAR GARDEN 

by Joe Lynn 

This is the first time I have been asked to write up a tour 
garden and I fear I shall not be able to do it justice, however, 
I shall try. Dr. Anne Lee asked me to write up Rena's garden 
.~nd I am pleased to make the attempt. It really should not be 
too much of a chore, for to put it mildly, Rena's garden was 
lovely and at peak bloom. 

I must preface my remarks by saying that the Norfolk 
Regional Meeting was certainly one of the best I have attended. 
My congratulations to all who had a hand in it. 

About the time our bus arrived at Rena's, we were greeted 
with a shower. However this did not dampen the spirits of those 
viewing this lovely planting. I shall not deviate too far away 
from the iris except to say that the setting was lovely with 
companion plants, including beautiful roses on the fences. I'm 
sure that all irisarians know by this time that Rena is a median 
enthusiast. Too bad that we could not have seen more in that 
class. 

The bulk of the iris in bloom were tall bearded ones and in
deed they were extremely well grown and groomed to perfec
tion. 

One of the first to catch my eye was an oncobred iris, Blue 
Motif by name. It was an extremely large blossom and a real 
startling discovery. I would assume that the oncos like Rena. 
If you have never seen this one, look for it. 

A seedling I have been watching for several years is Dr. 
Knocke's K-34. I found it again at the Kizziar garden. There 
was just one medium blue blossom left but well Vl{Orth stopping 

· to see. I had voted an H. C. to this seedling last year and was 
delighted to see it introduced this year by Robert Young under 
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the name of "Drake's Channel". I ordered it immediately and 
am looking forward to having it for next year. 

Keith Keppel's Nineveh was putting on a good show as it 
did for me. It is a lovely magenta color. One of it's parents is 
the Onco, Capitola. Another one I found quite interesting was 
Showmaster, a Selle introduction in 1965. This I would classify 
as a true brown iris. I have never seen anything in this color 
class before. I also hope to get this one for show next year. 

My program notes tell me that Rena had Wandering Rain
bow growing in her garden, but again, I missed it. I have yet 
to see this much talked about iris. This one must bloom long 
after all the visitors have departed and begin dreaming about 
next year. Someday, somewhere, I shall catch up with it. 

There were many of the new varieties blooming in gay 
profusion including Skywatch, Kingdom, Gingersnap, Cinnamon 
Heart and Commentary. I'm sure most of the Newscast readers 
know these famous beauties, so I shall not comment on them. 
I hasten to add that Mrs. Kizziar is a gracious hostess and 
her garden is well worth a trip to Norfolk to see any year you 
can make it. I shall look forward to another visit with Rena in 
the near future. 

A VISIT TO MR. AND MRS. F. G. WARD'S GARDEN 

by Fred Stephenson 

Situated on a quiet street away from heavily traveled high
ways and surrounded by other nicely kept homes is a lovely 
brown cottage home. Upon entering the yard from the street 
there is little to indicate the overwhelming beauty that greets 
one as he opens the garden gate and passes into a veritable 
fairyland of bloom. 



As one sets foot on the lush carpet of a neatly kept lawn 
he sees, bordering his path, a bamboo screen over which grace
fully climbs a Jade Vine. Immediately adjacent is the first of 
several stone-edged iris beds. Each bed is distinctive in that 
great care has been taken to place each plant for the most ef
fective viewing. 

A very outstanding feature of this garden is the Dykes bed. 
Here we are able to see and compare the many winners of the 
Dykes Award. One has the opportunity to observe and appre
ciate the great strides that have been made in improving the 
iris. AU these were superbly grown as evidenced by the fact that 
some visitors could hardly recognize these favorites as they had 
never seen some quite so large or beautiful. 

This garden emphasizes the fact that large grounds are not 
necessary in order to have a real iris garden since this one is 
located on an average city lot. While the iris is queen here she 
has many companions. Here we find such shrubs as pyracantha, 
pink dogwood, tree wisteria, pomegranate, and many others. Tall 
oaks provide just the right amount of shade during the heat 
of the summer and contributing to the charm is a small pool 
with a cascade adding the sound of rippling water to the quiet
ness of this secluded haven. 

Perhaps, the guest creating most interest on this particular 
day was FLAMING STAR, Plough '67. It stood out from all 
the others in sheer beauty. Other Plough '67 introductions 
guested here included APERITIF, BLUEBEARD'S CASTLE, 
CHARM OF EDEN, CINNAMON MIST, NEZ PERCE, 
OCEAN SHORES, RAIN FOREST, and SINGING PINES. 
Unfortunately all these were not in bloom. There were many 
1966 introductions guested along with the Ward's own favorites. 

Along with these very new irises were many others to vie 
for the attention of the visitor. Several of the Mohr line were 
growing unusually well, WINE and ROSES was putting on a 
real show as was the "oldie" STARSHINE. JAVA DOVE looked 
real nice as did LOVILIA which was per£ormrng like a real star. 
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Words can never do justice to the sheer beauty enclosed 
within the confines of this small plot of ground. Reflected deeply 
here are the traits of perfection and fastidiousness of Betty and 
Fred. Every bit of soil, blade of grass, plant and shrub speaks 
eloquently of the tender loving care shown by these two. If 
evidence were needed concerning the more practical side of these 
two it can be seen in the neatly manicured vegetable garden 
at the rear of the lot. Enough vegetables were growing here 
to provide much "good eatin". 

After visiting the Wards one can feel the real message of 
the old song "To-day I Walked In A Lovely Garden" because 
today I did walk in one of the loveliest of gardens. 

GARDEN OF MR. AND MRS. ROBERT L. MUNN 

by Bill Kelley 

In Virginia Beach, Va. on a quiet residential street called 
Bounty Road, there is a split level home with the number 
4216. Here live Delia and Bob Munn, and here, too, is one of the 
loveliest gardens to be found anywhere. The house is mated to 
the land with a low multi-colored brick wall and plantings of 
barberry, azaleas and rhododendron. The front lawn of velvety 
zoysia grass is broken only by an occasional maple or pine tree. 
The garden is to the rear of the house and is entered along one 
side where the cerise and rose colored azaleas are putting on a 
show. Upon entering the main garden one sees that the fence 
lines are well landscaped with pines and shrubbery and under 
plantings of azaleas and rhododendron. One is drawn somewhat 
magnetically into a little cove forming a service area in back 
of the shrubbery where a huge white clematis is blooming so 
profusely that it appears as a waterfall. 

The Iris beds are principally in a formal planting, consisting of 
five brick lined beds running lengthwise. The two outside beds 
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extend approximately four feet further back to connect with a 
crosswise bed and together they form a large U shaped outer 
bed encompassing the three inner beds. The walkways are of 
flagstone, and they are laid out for free passage with no dead 
ends. 

To those who were fortunate enough to see this garden 
there is little more that can be said. The less fortunate should 
know that the iris here are beautifully grown. Esther Fay and 
One Desire both are so good one finds it difficult to choose 
between these two pinks. Ribbon Round is grown so well it 
even looks like the picture on the cover of the April Bulletin. 
Camelot Rose, tall and stately-a beautiful thing. Nineveh 
(Keppel 66), a rich red that is very appealing. Crowning Glory 
(Ghio 67) has much promise, but a bit short on this one year 
planting. Loleta Powell's Carolina Peach (65), is a soft pastel 
peach pink, and deserves a top spot in this class. Carolina Sky 
(66) is an excellent blue, but the bloom was slightly bunched 
here. Must see this one on a two year planting. 

A candidate for one of the most overlooked iris is Lloyd 
Zurbrigg's Carmel Sundae (60). It is far superior to anything 
else in its class, and it deserves more attention than it has had. 

Grand Rapids (Tompkins 66) does not appear to me as de
scribed in the catalog. I saw it as a brown with some green 
influence, and a small white patch under a burnished orange 
beard. Regardless of description, it was outstanding in this gar
den competing strongly with Diplomacy (Keppel 66) for top 
rating. The latter is somewhat of the Melodrama type, but so 
far superior that you can forget the latter. 

On and on this could go and still one would not do justice 
to the many fine iris in this garden. We will end with a comment 
on Alleycat, an appropriately named border iris of deep golden 
yellow with brown veining-a conversation piece at least, and 
Peacock Eyes, a perky littl.e d"'.arf iris growing in one of the 
borders. 

One leaves this beatitiftil garden and hospitality of its owners 
with a compelling feeling of-I'll be batk ! ' 



THE GARDEN OF THE WELDON BALLARDS· · 

by< Earl T. Browder 

"Dear Earl: read my letter from Dr. Anne Lee, 'will you 
please write about the Ballard garden for Newscast?'" 

Now I knew Weldon Ballard, a harmless enough looking 
man, and judged I could "do" his garden so wrote that I would. 

I attended our Regional Meeting. I visited the Weldon 
Ballard garden. But I do not have the ability to paint for you 
a word picture of the garden Mr. and Mrs. Ballard have. 

I can tell you such things as : Most of the 3 }'2 acres are 
given to the growing of over 600 varieties of the tall bearded 
iris. I can tell you the iris were grown in beds raised 10-12" 
above grade. I can tell you that all varieties were extremely 
large. I can tell you the soil is a light sandy loam. I can tell 
you the iris were uniformly exceptionally well grown and that 
the beds were edged with the largest and tallest pansies I have 
ever looked at. 

These things I can tell you. But still I cannot make you see 
the garden as it is-the uniform blending of a kaleidoscope of 
color simply staggers my word making abilities. 

I do not know what other work Weldon Ballard does or 
how well he does it. One thing is for certain : he knows how 
to grow iris and grow them as well as anyone I have ever known. 
His secret? I do not know. Why not ask him-he's easy to 
talk to. And above all-if you find yourself in Norfolk when 
the iris are abloom-go you and find Mr. and Mrs. Ballard and 
visit them in their garden. You'll be welcomed. And you'll 
always be mighty glad you went. 

Other reporters in the past have singled out a few varieties 
to enthuse over. With but very few exceptions I found all 
varieties in all the Norfolk Gardens worthy of more praise than 
I know how to give. 
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Needless to say, all the gardens were carefully groomed, 
were well grown and for the most part were at near peak bloom. 

Your eyes, of course, did not wander from the iris. In 
Delia Munn's garden a certain Chapter Chairman and I found a 
pure white clematis well hidden. I will look in Baileys' for the 
best time to move it. Anne Lee had injected a praying mantis 
with some kind of a growth concoction, then, after the poor 
thing was nigh a foot long, had petrified it. Mrs. B. has a largish 
overnight bag I think it would fit into. Betty Ward has oodles 
of the old Russian variety, Pheasants Eye-and I've a spade. 
Rena Kazziar has the new-but I've told enough. I didn't note 
the garden I found the eucalyptus growing in. Who remembers? 

And-oh yes-the pansies. In light shade thoroughly pul
verize a bed 8-10" deep, adding sifted peat and sand to the top 2". 
Sow seed. Firm with board. Cut burlap to exactly cover bed. 
Water thoroughly with a fine hose or your watering can. Keep 
damp. Remove burlap the evening of the 10th day. They'll be up 
on the 11th and 12th day. Transplant to blooming place or 
growing beds when they have the 4th leaf. They're hardy. Sow 
them August 7-lOth in our area. Somehow the planting and 
uncovering dates seem to be extremely important. I don't know 
why that is either. 

PUBLICITY AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Publicity and Public Relations salutes Mr. and Mrs. John 
Van Horn, 1526 Fenton Circle, Nitro, W. Va. 25143. 

Mr. Van Horn is Chairman of our Southern West Virginia 
Chapter. He and Mrs. Van Horn are both exceedingly active 
in Regional affairs and have been very successful in bringing the 
activity of the American Iris Society and Region 4 to the at-
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tention of the public. They have also secured many new mem
bers in their area. 

Mr. and Mrs. Van Horn were active in the planning and 
building of the iris garden at Sunrise which was formally dedi
cated on Sunday, May 21, 1967 at 4 :00 P.M. This was a gala 
occasion with music and refreshments. Engraved invitations were 
mailed to friends, irisarians and city and state officials. 

We had the pleasure of meeting the Van Horns at the 1967 
Judges' Training School and Regional in Norfolk, Va. The 
Southern West Virginia Chapter is very fortunate in having 
Mr. Van Horn as its Chairman. 

JOHN A. DUGHI, Chairman 

NEWS OF THE CHAPTERS 

BLUE RIDGE CHAPTER AUCTION 

by Martha Davidson 

The Blue Ridge Chapter of the American Iris Society held 
it's annual Auction on July 15th at the home of Mrs. John 
McCoy at 3540 Windsor Road in Roanoke, Va. 

We had our regular covered dish luncheon on the lawn 
and the usual good time seeing old and new Irisarian friends. 
Clytie McCoy makes everyone feel so at home that it is always 
fun to go there. 

The auction was quite a success. There were thirty-four 
people there and many good iris on which to bid. The bidding 
did not seem to be as spirited as usual-but things are not 
always what they seem, as the total take at the end of the 
afternoon was $523.50. 
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We were especially glad to have some new members with 
us, Mrs. Snyder of Waynesboro, and Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds of 
near Martinsville, Va. as well as members from a distance like 
Mrs. Lehman and her daughter Helen from Amelia and Bill 
Allen from Hampton. Also from the not too far distant Greenbrier 
Chapter we had Mr. and Mrs. William McLaughlin from Lewis
burg, W. Va. 

A short business meeting was held at the end of the auction, 
at which time Joe Lynn, our Chapter Chairman, appointed the 
following members to the Nominating Committee; Mrs. John 
McCoy, Chairman, Mrs. C. P. Stephenson and Mrs. F. Allen 
Brown, all of Roanoke. 

SOUTHERN WEST VIRGINIA CHAPTER 
DEDICATES GARDEN 

by Joy Miller 

The Iris Garden at Sunrise was formally dedicated on May 
21, 1967. During a brief ceremony held in the grand ballroom 
of the mansion, Mr. Robert M. Paul, staff assistant to the 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior, spoke of the cultural im
portance of gardens throughout history and praised the Southern 
West Virginia Chapter of the American Iris Society for their 
contribution toward the national beautification program. 

The Iris Garden on the grounds of Sunrise, the palatial 
home of a former Governor of West Virginia and now Charles
ton's cultural center, has been under construction for over two 
years by volunteer labor. At present the garden contains 416 
varieties of tall bearded iris with dwarf yews, rhododendron, 
azaleas, and hemlocks complimenting the iris and providing 
beauty at all seasons. 

At the dedication ceremony John E. Van Horn; Chairman 
of the Southern West Virginia Chapter, presented the garden 
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to Sunrise on behalf of the chapter members. The garden will 
continue to be maintained and improved by the Southern West 
Virginia Chapter so that the newest and best in tall bearded 
iris may be enjoyed by the large numbers of visitors touring 
the Sunrise mansion and grounds. 

Five hundred guests attended the dedication ceremony and 
the reception which followed. Specimen blooms were displayed 
in the Garden Center, and the mansion was decorated throughout 
with period arrangements containing iris. Following the formal 
ceremony and reception, tours of the garden were conducted 
with members of the chapter acting as guides. 

SOUTHERN WEST VIRGINIA 
CHAPTER AUCTION 

by Joy Miller 

If success is measured by money, then the Southern West 
Virginia Chapter auction didn't make us the Rockefellers o.f 
Region IV. But if you count the new friends made, old friends 
visited, laughter and fellowship enjoyed, then we can say our 
auction was a success. 

The auction was held July 22nd at Sunrise ,the home of 
our public iris garden. Mr. W. C. Miller served as auction 
chairman, Mr. Earl T. Browder was Master of Ceremonies, and 
Mr. Eric Nelson, as auctioneer, kept the crowd laughing while 
buying iris. 

Out-of-towri guests included Mr. and Mrs. F. G. Stephen~ 
son, Roanoke, Virginia; Mr. Joseph Lynn, Buena Vista, Virginia; 
Mrs. John W. McCoy, Roanoke, Virginia; Mrs. Nelson 0. Price, 
Blacksburg, Virginia ; Mr. Bill Allen, Newport News, Virginia; 
and Mr. and Mrs. B. V. Ferguson, Beckley, West Virginia. Out 
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friends from Virginia came bearing iris to be added to our 
auction table, and Mr. W. D. Kelley of Lewisburg, West Vir
ginia, sent several "goodies" from his garden-each tied with a 
golden bow. 

New introductions are being purchased to be grown in the 
Sunrise Iris Garden. Next year we can enjoy the newest in irises 
at bloom season and plan for bigger and better auctions to come. 

NORFOLK CHAPTER 

bY' Mickey Kirby 

The Annual meeting and Luncheon of Norfolk Chapter 
was held on June 21 at Shore Drive Inn, with 21 members and 
guests present. 

Dr. Anne Lee presided and asked Mrs. T. B. Holland to 
give the Invocation. 

Membership Chairman, Mrs. Fred G. Ward, gave her report 
showing 11 family and 38 single memberships for a total of 60 
members. Mrs. Upshur Wilson brought in a new family mem
bership for Mr. and Mrs. Aydlett. 

Mrs. Robert L. Munn gave a detailed report on the finances 
of the Regional meeting. Mrs. Munn deserves great credit for 
the success of the meeting. A painful broken ankle in a cast 
did not keep her from carrying out all plans to the last detail. 
Mrs. Munn expressed sincere thanks to Mrs. E. P. Seay and 
Mrs. James Cohen for the beautiful Iris arrangements placed 
on the banquet tables and the specimen blooms that greeted 
the guests in their rooms. 

The Regional meeting was enjoyable because all did their 
assigned tasks willingly and as Mrs. Munn so aptly said "All 
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the planning and wo·rk would have gone for nothing had not so 
many attended." 

Chapter Bylaws in printed booklet form were distributed. 
A contribution of $150.00 to the Regional Treasury was 

voted. 

Historian, Mrs. Fred G. Ward, read a beautifully written 
history of our Chapter dating from the local tour in 1964. 

Each member and guest was given a rhizome of a recent 
introduction. (Mickey Kirby's was SILENCE??) 

As this was Dr. Lee's last meeting as Chapter Chairman, 
she expressed her sincere thanks for the cooperation she had 
enjoyed. She wished for more new members and more activity 
in the Richmond area. 

New officers were installed by Mrs. Jam es R. Cohen. 

Mr. Wm. T. Allen ................ Chapter Chairman 
Mrs. Fred G. Ward . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vice Chairman 
Mrs. E. A. Fussell ............ , . Recording Secretary 
Mrs. Ellen Templin . . . . . . . . Corresponding Secretary 
Mrs. Guy R. Kirby ........................ Treasurer 
Mrs. E. P. Seay .......................... Historian 

Dr. Lee presented the gavel to Bill Allen. He asked that all 
officers and chairman give their books and papers to their 
successors. 

As a Committee to approve new Committee Chairman, Mr. 
Allen appointed Mrs. Fred G. Ward, Mrs. E. A. Fussell and 
Mrs. G. R. Kirby. 

He announced that an auction will be held on July 9 in 
RiChmond in the garden of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Reynolds. 

The next Chapter meeting will be held on September 18. 
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NORFOLK CHAPTER AUCTION 

by Toni Hux 

The Norfolk Chapter A.LS. auction, July 9, was held in 
Richmond this year in the garden of Mr. and Mrs. Charley 
Reynolds. \Ve were glad to see so many familiar faces and new 
ones particularly ... as we are always glad to encourage 
more iris interest. 

Visiting from the Blue Ridge Chapter were Fred Stephenson 
and his family. 

After the greetings ... with Bill Allen as auctioneer, his 
wife Jean keeping track of sales and Betty Ward reading iris 
descriptions, the auction began. Iris rhizomes were numerous 
and again this year the newer varieties and dwarfs were quickly 
sold. Afterward we all headed for the bargain boxes . . . and 
who can resist a bargain whether we really have room for it or 
not. Approximately $100 was gained. 

Our thanks to those who gave their support. 

GREENBRIER CHAPTER 
SECOND ANNUAL BUD AND BLOOM SALE 

May 20, 1967 
by Frances Patterson, Chairman Auction Committee 

On Saturday May 20, 1967, we opened "shop" in front of 
the City Parking Lot in an area landscaped as a small park. 
Bloom stalks were displayed on tables with baskets of rhizomes 
directly underneath. Iris were offered at 35 cents each (3 for 
$1.00), 60 cents each (3 for $1.50), and $1.00 each (3 for $2.50). 
In the afternoon the tables and stock were moved to the grass 
area in front of the A&P store. The total sales from this opera-
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tion amounted to $129.50. In the following two weeks Iris bloom 
stalks were displayed under the pine trees at Stonehedge (the 
home of Florence and Bill Kelley), and rhizomes offered at 20 
cents each (6 for $1.00). These were identified as to name on 
the container holding the bloom. The individual rhizomes were 
not labeled, washed or trimmed-a sort of do-it-yourself sale. 
Returns from this sale amounted to approximately $150.00. 

Our members in Peterstown held a rhizome sale in early 
July, and netted approximately $20.00. The sum total of all this 
is approximately $300.00 cash; a little work, and a lot of fun. 

NORTH CAROLINA AUCTION 

by Nannie Paquet 

The North Carolina Chapter o.f Region 4 held its annual 
iris auction July 15 at the home of John H. Wilson, 3401 Rock
ingham Road, Greensboro, N.C. 

The attendance continues to drop year by year. Only 26 
made their appearance this year. We missed our Virginia 
friends who usually attend. 

We had a nice picnic lunch but there were empty tables. 
"Where were you?" 

I say interest in irises is dying out but no one agrees with 
me. Something is wrong somewhere. 

We had a nice supply of irises, no brand new introductions 
but some $12 and $15 ones. Only twelve or fourteen people 
did the buying. We came out with $157.75 for the effort. 

That old "Iris Bug" doesn't seem to be around any more 
or has every one become immune to his bite? 

You people who are letting the "Old Rocking Chair" get you, 
better watch out, that old man with the scythe is lurking behind 
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that rocking chair. Get up and stir yourselves, grab a hoe and 
get back out there in your iris gardens. Have something to look 
forward to each year. You will feel better and live longer. I 
know that my irises and the work in them is keeping me alive. 
I work until winter drives me in then I start counting the 
months until bloom time again. 

FRANCIS SCOTT KEY CHAPTER 
A NEW CHAPTER IN REGION IV 

by Anne Allen, Secretary 

On Sunday, July 9, 1967, the Francis Scott Key Chapter 
had its organizational meeting. This chapter was formed to 
better serve the A.LS. members in the area around Baltimore. 
Until our bylaws can be drawn up and approved, the following 
officers have been elected to serve: Chairman, Maynard Harp; 
Vice-Chairman, William J. Hull; Secretary, Anne Allen; Treas
urer, William E. Conard; and Parliamentarian, Libby Cross. 
Bylaws, Auction and Program Committees were appointed. After 
a discussion on iris culture and a drawing of iris plants donated 
by H. F. Carr, the members adjourned for a picnic supper, a 
plant exchange and a slide show. 

Fourteen members were present at this meeting. We now 
have twenty-four on the roster, four of whom have joined and 
one who has re-joined the A.LS. on the strength of having a 
new chapter in this area. 

We would appreciate any suggestions from other chapters, 
to help make our group as successful and enjoyable as others 
in the region. 
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ROSTER 
FRANCIS SCOTT KEY CHAPTER 

REGION 4, AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY 

All members are in Maryland, and are listed by City and 
Counties. 

BALTIMORE CITY and BALTIMORE COUNTY 

Mrs. Peter R. Drummond, Holly Tree Farm, Yeoho Rd. and 
Abell Rd. Sparks, Md.-21152 Phone (301) GR2-2674. 

Mr. and Mrs. Maynard E. Harp, 605 Kingston Road, Baltimore, 
Md.-21212 Phone (301) DR7-6691. Phone at Iris Garden, 
Hereford, Md.-(301) 357-8253. 

Mr. Neil W. Hill, 713 Gorsuch Ave., Baltimore, Md.-21218 
Phone (301) 235-4269. 

Mrs. J. Oliver Purvis, Jr., 210 Lambeth Rd., Baltimore, Md.-
21218 Phone (301) 235-8341. 

Mr. Donnell M. Smith, 11.% W. Chase St., Baltimore, Md.-
21201 Phone (301) 837-1575. 

Mr. William E. Barr, Stevenson, Md.-21153 Phone (301) HU6-
5214. (New member of A.LS.) 

Mrs. Fred M. Miller, 500 Worcester Rd., Towson, Md.-21204 
Phone (301) 825-8609. (New member of A.I.S.) 

Mr. Charles A. Torp, 500 Worcester Rd., Towson, Md.-21204 
Phone (301) 825-8609. (New member of A.LS.) 

Mrs. Benjamin Goldberg, Yeoho Rd. and Abell Rd., Sparks, Md. 
-21152 (301) 771-4212. 

Mr. and Mrs. William E. Conard, 1000 Jamieson Rd., Lutherville
Timonium P. 0., Md.-21093 Phone (301) 828-5700. 

Mr. and Mrs. Karl E. Yount, 649 Sussex Rd., Towson, Md.-
21204 Phone (301) VA5-0721. 

CARROLL COUNTY 

Mrs. Glenn W. Allen, Bennett Rd., Rt. 1, Box 271, Sykesville, 
Md.-21784 Phone (301) 795-1154. 

Mr. Harold F. Carr, Oklahoma Rd., Rt. 1, Box 278, Sykesville, 
Md.-21784 Phone (301) 795-1782. 
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Mrs. John D. Cross, Jr., Rt. 2, Box 149A, Turkey Foot Rd., 
Westminster, Md.-21157. 

Mr. H. Howard Devilbiss, Rt. 5, Box 204, Westminster, Md.-
21157. 

Mrs. Thomas H. Hughes, Rt. 1, Box 56, Westminster, Md.-
21157. 

Mrs. Robert L. Poetzman, Rt. 1, Box 149A, Wentz Rd., Melrose, 
Manchester P. 0., Md.-21102 Phone (301) 374-9679. (New 
member of A.I.S.) 

HARFORD COUNTY 

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Hull, Shuresville Rd., Darlington, Md.-
21034 Phone (301) 457-4287. 

Mrs. George C. Swem, Sr., Dublin, Box 225, Rt. No. 2, Darlington 
P. 0., Md.-21034. 

Mrs. James B. Edwards, 1612 Tollgate Rd., Bel Air, Md.-21014 
Phone (301) 838-4327. 

THE RAINS CAME 

by Nannie J. Paquet 

This year was a good year for Irises in my garden. I used 
10-10-10 on them this year and got it worked into the soil 
and then ''The Rains Came". For several years we have had 
no rain early in the season and the irises got no benefit from 
the fertilizers that were used, but this year the rains came. What 
a miracle thing rain is. Everything started growing so fast and 
the foliage was so beautiful. I had hopes that leaf spot would 
not show up at all but I suppose that is too much to hope for, 
it did start, but late. 

As to bloom, I had plenty and it lasted so long this year. 
Rippling Waters put on a big display of bloom'. I could count 

38 



as many as fifteen open flowers any day. May Melody was the 
eye catcher, it was big and beautiful. Soft yellow standards and 
wide flaring white falls edged yellow. I know there have been 
many irises in this color pattern in the past but none can hold 
a candle to May Melody. If you haven't got it, get it. Another 
in this same coloring is Dream Maiden but entirely different. 
Dream Maiden is laced and ruffled. College Queen was the pink 
of the year in my garden. It is a beautiful shade of pink and a 
large flower. Every one liked it. Royal Tapestry was the most 
outstanding in red shade of any red this year. Rainbow Gold 
is the yellow I like best, I bloomed Ultrapoise and Sunsite in 
the same bed but Rainbow Gold to me is the one. 

There are more lovely things in blue, I suppose, than any 
other one color. I seem to have so many I can't place them, 
I had three close together so it made it easy to compare. Lovilia, 
Heavenly .Days and Cross Country, all three have the same 
form of flower, each is a different shade of blue. High Above 
was nice this year. Helen Traube! is a honey, all these were 
the prettiest in the lighter blues. I had others that didn't bloom 
that are also pretty. 

In the browns. Gingersnap is the best. I believe Flamenco 
Dancer may be very nice if it can grow in a real rich soil. 
It was better this year than last. I am disgusted with Mary 
Todd. The picture is so nice but it has not grown well for me. 
I like Olympic Torch, it is a good growing iris. I still hold 
on to Hermit Thrush and Inca Chief and another old one 
that is good is Tourista. 

Is there a rose color any prettier than Pretty Carol? I 
don't know of any. It was beautiful this year. I liked Marie 
Phillips, a nice lavender. Ruffled Dream was the last to bloom 
in my garden and it grows on you. It has cool ice cold lemonade 
shade of standards, the falls are white with the lemon edge, a 
tiny edge. It grew lovelier each day and the flower lasts several 
days. 

I did not get to see many in other gardens as the bloom 
stalks were killed back or a storm had torn up the flowers, 
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so I don't have many to tell about. Holiday Wine is a nice 
red, the standards lighter in shade than the falls. Credo is 
another nice red. Holiday West is a yellow with red brown on 
the falls. 

Midwest Morning and Fashion Fling are pretty pink ones. 
Ruffled Valentine is a pretty ruffled white with red beard. Blue 
Chiffon looked very much like High Above to me. Fuji's Mantle 
looks just like Wonderment. Main Attraction was nice, light blue 
standards and deeper lavender blue falls. Distant Peak was the 
same color but not as nice as Main Attraction. The catalog says 
white standards and blue violet falls for both but the standards 
certainly didn't look white on either to me. I can't see why both 
were introduced they are sister seedlings, I would think. Same 
cross, same color. If I bought either it would be Main Attraction, 
it is lots the better iris. 

There are older irises that are still good if we could hunt 
them out. I saw Spring Tempo this year. It is a different shade 
of yellow and it had several flowers open at one time and 
placed so well on the stalk. The flower is a nice wide petaled 
one to be old. 

The rains are still working magic. I can see a difference 
in the growth of plants over night after a rain. 

I am planting new things and will have lots of beauties 
to bloom for next year IF "The Rains Come." 

HERE, THERE AND EVERYWHERE 

by Evelyn and John DU:ghi 

Evelyn, Henry Witherspoon and I left Raleigh July 15 in 
spite of cloudy skies and a light drizzle to attend the Eastern 
North Carolina Chapter Auction in Greensboro, N.C. Gracie 
wouldn't come along. Either she wanted to get Henry from 
under foot or to spend the day playing with her Hems. Gracie 



became a Hem convert several years ago and has several good 
unintroduced seedlings to her credit. The weather report was 
correct as the sun came out and the sky cleared as we drove 
west. 

We located the home of Mr. and Mrs. John Wilson without 
difficulty. John dressed as Orange parade, greeted us as we 
arrived. Evelyn came as Orange Chariot and we can assure you 
that the color clash did not produce Radiant light! In addition 
to this clash, John had to compete with a pair of cardinals that 
pranced and danced on an oriental gate near the site of the 
iris auction. 

Mr. Wilson called the meeting to order after a delightful 
picnic lunch and the auction was under way. Evidently Claude 
O'Brien had received a very favorable report from his stock 
broker or Naomi had given him a double shot of vitamin B-12 
as his opening bid of ten bucks on the first rhizome put on the 
block shook the crowd and almost caused us to lose our dentures! 
The cool, calm and collected auctioneer, Mr. Wilson, delivered 
the rhizome to Mr. O'Brien and Nannie Paquet's cash register 
went clang, clang, clang! This was our first auction and it was 
more fun than playing the machines in the Tavern. We came 
away with Merry Ripple, Heaven on Earth, Van Cliburn, 
Rumbling Thunder, Royal Tapestry and Doge of Venice, all for 
a very modest fee. 

The next time there is an iris· auction in your area do go 
as you will have lots of fun, good food and make many new 
friends. Among those present were: Regional Vice President 
elect Mr. Frank Sherrill and grandson; Mrs. Mary Beeker and 
Mrs. Ila Brown of Salisbury; Claude and Naomi O'Brien, Mrs. 
Katheryn Ledbetter, Mrs. Alice Bouldin of Elon College; Alen 
Jinette, Mrs. J. D. Degenhart, Mt. Ula, N.C.; Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald Spraule, Mooresville, Frances Stadler Underwood, Reids
ville; Mr. and Mrs. G. Hubert Johnston, Jamestown; Nannie 
Paquet, McLeansville; Ethel Helms (Hem Gary Bee fame) of 
Monroe; Mary Nifong, Kernersville and Mrs. S. 0. Martin, 
Jonesville, N.C. Publicity and Public Relations wishes to thank 
all who made this happy event possible by contributing rhizomes, 
plants and sales. 
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NOTES FROM GENE'S AND GERRY'S GARDENS 

by Gene and Gerry Burger 

We, like most in Region 4, had to wait patiently to see our 
iris burst forth in their wonderful glory, as our bloom season 
was at least 10 or 12 days late. We had a preview of things to 
come though as we were able to attend the last day of our 
Regional meeting and saw several gardens that were on tour. 
The iris were at their peak in the Norfolk area and many lovely 
blooms were seen. Those of you who didn't attend the regional 
meeting and missed seeing the garden of Mr. and Mrs. Weldon 
Ballard missed a real treat. Here one could see a garden of 
large area and many, many varieties that were well grown and 
displayed. Here were some of the very newest that will vie for 
space in our very own gardens in the near future. Some we 
especially liked here were: STERLING SIL VER, LACED 
CHARM, LIGHT UP, PALISADES, TROPIC BLUE, SMART 
SET, LUXURY LINE, SAPPHIRE SHORE and PEARLY 
WATERS. At Mr. and Mrs. Fred vVards' garden, these out
standing varieties were noted: MUSIC MAKER, SWEET ONE, 
SWAHILI and FLAMING STAR (which is a brilliant orange 
that really stands out). Mr. and Mrs. Robert Munns' lovely 
garden had these: BLUE SPINEL, SECRET AGENT, AZURE 
LACE, KINGDOM, CORAL WA VE, SIL VER SKIES and 
CROWNING GLORY (to be introduced in 1968 by J. Ghio), 
the best variety we have seen from the progenitor line; falls 
medium blue with blue tinted standards having a blue mid-rib, 
outstanding form, big, broad, flaring, ruffled and heavily sub
stanced. Watch for this one. 

Here at home, many varieties (some new, some old favorites) 
were viewed. 0£ the newer ones, we liked these enough to 
believe they deserve mention: RADIANT APOGEE (Gibson 
'66), yellow over white ground plicata, definitely a worthwhile 
introduction; HEATHER HA WK, another Gibson plicata, ex
ceeded our expectations. IRISH LULLABY (Moldovan '65), a 
lovely lacy pink that blooms late. We are using this heavily 
in our hybridizing a.nd expect to bloom about 200 seedlings 
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from it in 1968; FLEET ADMIRAL (Tompkins '64), one of 
Chet's better ones, a lovely violet blue; DENVER MINT (Knopf 
'63), excellent dresden yellow self, very smooth (it's only fault 
would be low bud count but we feel this is adequate and we 
are using this one which is reported to be an excellent breeder); 
WILD PEACOCK (Muhl), a beautiful blend; SUNSITE 
(Plough '64), a very lovely lemon yellow self. Others, maybe 
with a little age but still deserving their garden spot: AME
THYST FLAME, ARCTIC FLAME, BLACK SWAN, 
CHINESE CORAL, COURT BALLET, CRINKLED BEAU
TY, CURL'D CLOUD, DANCING BRIDE, DOT & DASH, 
ECSTATIC NIGHT, EVER & EVER, FOAMING SEAS, 
GOODNESS, GYPSY JEWELS, HENRY SHAW, HIGH 
ABOVE, MARY TODD, MODERN TREND, ONE DESIRE, 
POET'S DREAM, QUIET SKY, RIBBON ROUND, RIP
PLING WATERS, SORORITY GIRL, TEA APRON and 
STEPPING OUT (which is very outstanding). 

Our hybridizing is becoming the important aspect of our 
gardening. Each year now our seedlings are showing more 
of the qualities that we are searching for, these being: excellent 
substance, broad, flaring, ruffled form, good plant habits and 
bud count and, of course, pleasing color. We make crosses in 
most all color classes, although this is not recommended. If 
one is just starting, we believe you should concentrate all your 
effort to one color class. Here you should seek advice as to 
the proven breeders in this class and along with these, add 
several of the newest in this color. You need these to try with 
the proven breeders and to have in the garden to compare with 
the seedlings from your crosses. Add to your garden one or two 
new varieties in this color each year to use in your crosses 
or for seedling comparison. As you work your line of breeding 
you will find many variations in the seedling patch. These will 
give you new avenues of adventure to follow and here you will 
be working with known factors and this puts you in the driver's 
seat. Once you have decided on a certain cross, try to set as many 
pods as possible. It is much better to have many seedlings 
of one cross to evaluate than just a few seedlings of many 
crosses. 



In our seedling patch this season, two 1965 crosses stood 
out. Cross 19-65 (Ribbon Round x Blue Tatoo) gave excellent 
quality. We put two of these under number. One was much like 
Ribbon Round but with very clear falls (no center strip), good 
ruffled flaring form, plenty of substance. \Ve set pods on these 
with pollen from Tea Apron. Tea Apron is one of the proven 
breeders and we like its type, the color being concentrated in 
the center of the flower. Cross 47-65 (Pretty Carol x Rippling 
Waters) also gave excellent quality and we numbered three 
from this one. The best one, I would call a lovely lilac-orchid, 
ruffled, broad, round falls, tan-orchid hafts, orange-red beard 
tipped white. Standards swirl on fresh flower and change to 
domed as flower ages. By the color chart, the closest I could 
come was a very pale purplish pink. One line for future develop
ment was started by using this one with Court Ballet. This 
should give excellent seedlings and the best will be then crossed 
with Roseanne and/or Flaming Heart. This will give us line 
breeding out of Fleeta with rose coloring on both sides of cross. 
Should get some rose-orchids along with pinks. The object 
here is rose-orchid or deep rose seedlings with the form and 
qualities we desire. In 1971 we shall see if we have planned 
correctly. 

Dear Dr. Anne : 

TO ANNE OF NORFOLK 

John and Evelyn Dughi 

We decided we should tell you rather than writing to 
Dear Abby. 

First, we wish to congratulate you, president of our host 
chapter; your general Chairman Mrs. Robert L. Munn and her 
competent committee in planning and conducting the most de
lightful Regional Meeting it has been our privilege to attend. 



There was only one item that could have been improved and 
that was the weather on Saturday, May 13. 

Tell us, Dr. Anne, just how do you irisarians grow such 
magnificent bloom and lush foliage? We have about decided 
to seek membership in the North Carolina Dandelion Society 
as this bloom never fails and we have yet to find spot on 
dandelions! The inclement weather during fall, winter and 
early spring did not seem to injure your full bloom nor foliage; 
yet we had less than 60% bloom and spot galore. 

Do you recall telling us at the last board meeting in 
Roanoke, Virginia of a fine clump o.f Radiant Light in your 
garden? We sat around all winter waiting for the privilege of 
seeing this iris again, and what happened? Just as we got off 
the bus that Saturday afternoon to visit your garden, the clouds 
wept. In SJ:>ite of an allergy and loss of voice we braved the 
elements until we found the clump. Radiant was there, however 
the light had gone. Such is life! We still recall this beauty 
shortly after sunrise in the garden of Don and Florence Waters, 
Elmore, Ohio in 1966. This pleasant memory shall carry us 
through until another iris season. 

ADDRESS MADE BY DR. HUGO WALL 
AT THE REGIONAL MEETING IN NORFOLK 

"IN QUEST OF" 

Most people are "Treasure Hunters". The only way in which 
they differ from each other is in what they regard as treasure. 

There are people to whom treasure is something tangible : 
sunken galleons, the lost gold mine in the Superstition Moun
tains, an old painting, rare books, antiques, stamps, maybe a 
sail boat, a car, a home-or just a fat bank account. I dare 
say that at some time all of us belong in this general category. 
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Then there are those to whom treasure is the answer to 
things. These are the curious ones. They are not content with 
the ready omniscience of the uninformed. They want to know. 
They search in libraries and in laboratories. They climb Kila
mangero, dive to the ocean floor, excavate in the desert, go to 
the poles, follo,w the course of rivers, or explore outer space. 
In a limited way, at least, all of us too, belong to this class. 

Then there are those more spiritual! For these people the 
treasure may be beauty or truth, goodness or justice-something 
fine added to the world to make a better or more beautiful 
place in which to live. Here we might include artists, composers, 
teachers, clergy, leaders of great causes, etc. And again, most 
of us have impulses that are akin to this category also. We 
are treasure hunters, all! 

Now when you become a conscious treasure hunter-certain 
things happen. 

First of all, there is the inciting moment. You have heard 
a tale of a lost city, found a treasure map, read a book about 
art, seen a lovely object, gazed upon a thing of beauty, been 
gripped by a message and a challenge. A goal, an objective ap
pears before you, and it beckons to you. But it will not come 
to you; you must search for it, find it, achieve it. 

Next you must prepare for the search. You may need more 
knowledge, or equipment, or time, or money to pursue your 
goal. This preparation may be quick and easy; it may be slow 
and arduous. It may require planning, work-much work-and 
sacrifice. But given the vision, determination and ceaseless effort 
will complete the preparation. 

Then you begin your quest. You set forth upon your journey. 
And once on the way you may encounter obstacles. A wrong clue 
may send you back to the beginning. A dead-end may stop 
you. New knowledge may change your course. And when you 
reach your destination you may find that someone else got 
there first. Or the goal may prove to be as a beacon light on 
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a hill summoning you to climb on to a yet higher and brighter 
goal ahead. 

On the way you may have discovered rivals, made enemies, 
encountered thieves, listened to those who lied to you, overcome 
obstacles. But you have found the journey exciting. You have 
made many friends, and come upon unexpected loveliness. The 
satisfactions and joys may eclipse your disappointments and 
sorrows. 

Iris growers and iris hybridizers are treasure hunters too! 

For each of us there has been the inciting moment. I 
remember clearly what was the inciting moment for me-that 
backyard of Ed Henderson, flowing out into the alley-a sea 
of iris. And I dare say most of you recall your inciting moment 
also. 

One has to prepare for the journey. That calls for setting 
aside a bit of the yard (and for some of us, it means fudging 
on the grass a bit at a time), or acquiring an extra plot of 
ground, or even moving to a bigger place. It means preparing 
the ground, acquiring iris and planting it, weeding, and caring 
for the iris. 

To those of us who are seized of an urge to hybridize it 
means acquiring the rights, learning how to cross an iris, study
ing the ancestral lineage of certain iris, becoming grounded 
in at least the rudiments of genetics and the peculiarities of iris, 
when and how to harvest the resulting seed pods, and what to 
do with them after they have been harvested. 

But hybridizer or no, one committed to iris becomes curious 
about them. One would know more than just being able to 
recognize an iris flower when he encounters it. And so we read 
about iris-some of it instructive, some of it boring, some of it 
most interesting, much of it enjoyable, and some of it enter
taining. 

I recall that in my reading I discovered that in the middle 
ages the iris had been known as the Orris Root. That intrigued 
me, so I looked up Orris Root. I read as follows : 



"Orris Root. Violet scented. Obtained from germanica and 
pallida. Used in perfumery as a complexion beautifier. 

"Formerly used in many medical preparations. 

"Anciently, considered a complete remedy for the removal 
of freckles and discolorations caused by a stroke or bruise, and 
a sovereign cure for dropsy, diseases of the kidneys and spleen, 
piles, stone, convulsions, King's evil and hard swellings, short
ness of breath, old coughs and many other ailments." 

One must have an objective, a map with a charted course 
in mind, to guide him in his venture. Is it a lengthening of the 
iris bloom season? Is it a harmonious blending of iris with 
other plants in the flower garden? Is it the raising of blue 
ribbon winning stalks? Is it the creation of a Dykes Medal 
winner? Is it the creation of a mass of bloom in all the colors 
of the rainbow? Is it the discovery of satisfying answers to 
unanswered questions? There are many goals. 

Some of us seek tangible results such as iris that win 
ribbons at shows, iris that win awards, iris that sell, iris that 
win acclaim in the iris world. And such results are sometimes 
achieved. Not too often, but now and then, a hybridizer may 
even realize a little Bonanza. 

Bliss' DOMINION, with its velvety falls, was one of these. 
It was eagerly sought after even though it sold for $75. 

Sass' PRAIRIE SUNSET, the first good brown blend, 
was another. The Sass brothers sold fifteen rhizomes at $100 
each. One commercial grower who bought it, and who kept books 
on his purchase, reported that by 1950 he had netted $8,000 on 
his $100 investment. 

Tell Muhlstein was faced with a market for PINK FORMAL 
far in excess of his supply even though he charged $35 per 
rhizome. 

Several years ago Cliff Benson had to turn back eighty 
$25 checks because he did not have enough stock to meet the 
orders for SKYW ATCH. 



The search of these men had brought tangible results! 

There are others of us whose chief concern is to learn 
answers. These people make wide crosses to see what will happen. 
They "self" certain iris not just to strengthen certain observed 
characteristics but to observe the offspring as they "break back" 
to the ancestors lying behind the "selfed" flower. They experi
ment with soils, fertilizers and chemicals. They try burning iris 
with a glorified blow torch called a weed-burner in the spring. 
They collect species from all over the world. They seek to 
achieve the crossing of different species, to cross different varie
ties. 

From the curiosity and long patience of William Mohr 
came the iris WILLIAM MOHR. This achievement incited other 
hyb1 idizers to new efforts, and out of this grew the Mohr 
hybrid or Oncobreds. 

Dr. Clarence White, fascinated by the Oncocyclus and 
Regelia iris, and intrigued by the thought of transmitting their 
beauty to our tall-bearded iris, has given us the legacy of the 
White hybrids. 

There are yet others of us whose great passion seems to 
have betn to create beauty. These people "see" a new color in 
their mind's eye, or visualize a greater clarity of color, or a more 
pleasing form for an iris flower. And they work patiently and 
persistently, even for years, to achieve this vision. 

The name of Dave Hall comes to mind. He visualized a 
pink iris. He worked toward this goal for years with little success, 
realized that he was on a wrong track, switched parents, and 
finally realized his goal. He saw ·the promise of CHANTILLY, 
and so we probably have him to thank for our laced iris. 

Paul Cook worked long years with successive lines. First 
were the blacks-ending with SABLE NIGHT. Then came the 
amoenas-culminating in the incomparable WHOLE CLOTH 
and its many siblings. 

Kenneth Smith became enamored of the blues. He visualized 
a blue iris flower that was "cleaner" and "bluer" than any other. 
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He achieved, eventually, that blue that for me still stands alone, 
the elegant tailored SOUTH PACIFIC. 

This has not been a calling of the roll of the iris great. 
I have only cited a few examples which typify that band of 
dedicated followers of dreams. 

Their reward? Well, the Dykes Medal, the hybridizer's 
medal, but most of all the answer ·to questions, the knowledge 
that they were right, and the enriching of the iris world with 
great, new beauty. Their work was not definitive or final; they 
did not regard it as such. Rather, they created, in effect, new 
tools for achieving new beauty. But, we must get on with our 
journey. 

The journey is not always easy, or just a lark. There will 
be disappointments. One needs patience, persistence, willingness 
to sacrifice, and to work hard. 

A new introduction proudly planted in high expectations 
may prove to be temperamental and refuse to bloom. Another 
may bloom, but at the wrong time-a week after the Iris Show. 
A late freeze may play havoc with the best of plans and care. 
A prolonged rainy season may end with the garden a mass of 
unwanted guests called weeds. 

One fall I thought I would prepare my seeds for a real 
start in the spring. And so before covering the rows of seeds 
I carefully added a generous sprinkling of powdered milk over 
the seeds. Those little plants should have good sustenance when 
they popped out of their shells next spring. But I was careless; 
I did not carefully cover or scrape away all the powdered milk 
I had spilled. Upon completing this job, I left it for several 
hours to do something else. When I returned, there was the 
neighbor's little dog busily digging up and licking the powdered 
milk I had put down. He liked it. I yelled at him, but he was 
not to be distracted. I had to whack him, which only startled 
him enough to jump and dash off the bed. In a minute he was 
back, and we had it to do all over again. Before we were 
through, I had carefully covered up all traces of the powdered 
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milk and put brush over the seed bed, but those crosses that 
my little canine friend had gotten to were, of course, lost. 

The woes of us hybridizers are many. One may hit deadends, 
or find he has been following false clues. A new iris of ex
traordinary, even etherial beauty may prove to be a parent of 
the most ordinary offspring. 

And then there is that super seedling that is not given the 
proper respect and recognition that is due it. Let me share with 
you something I have learned about this. 

As some of you know, I am especially interested in "reds". 
And one of the products of my efforts is a seedling that I am 
most proud of. I have named it CHIEF GOTEBO. Unfortunate
ly, no other judges, including my wife, can bring themselves 
to say anything very nice about the CHIEF. And, as I have ex
amined him critically, I have had to admit that he has about 
everything wrong with him that a good iris should not have. 
But, I still like him. 

So the CHIEF and I had a conversation. And, I said: 
"CHIEF GOTEBO, you and I both know you're good, even 
though the other judges don't agree. So you probably won't 
even get officially registered, but if I develop a red that is 
really good-that the judges agree is as good as we know you 
are-then, we'll register that iris as CHIEF GOTEBO. We'll 
immortalize your name anyway. And round here you are always 
going to be CHIEF GOTEBO, I." And then we both felt 
better. 

So what has been the reward? It has been exciting! It has 
been evocative! You have come upon unexpected loveliness. 
You have made many friends. The satisfactions and joys of the 
journey have eclipsed your disappointments and sorrows. And 
it has had its moments of humor. 

One of the things that has always interested me is how, 
even among irisarians, our own individual experiences affect the 
meaning we give to words. To point this up let me recall 
to your mind that <the words "Land of Lincoln" have been 
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appearing on Illinois license plates ever since a 1955 Act of 
Congress granted the state a copyright to use them. Getting the 
law through Congress was a snap compared to getting it through 
the Illinois state legislature. First off the Democrats wanted 
to make it ''Land of Lincoln and Douglas". Then a legislator 
who sold cars between sessions of the legislature proposed that 
it should read "Land of Lincoln, Mercury and Ford". We each 
interpret words in the light of our own experience. 

Our values are not the same, and we say things differently. 
A film company wanted to make a movie depicting the life of a 
wonderful French Abbess. When casting about for an actress 
to play her role, they selected Sophia Loren. When the Order 
heard of the selection, the Sisters protested this choice. On 
being asked to state their objection, they said : "She is too 
bulky." 

But with it all, one of the great joys of the iris hobby for 
most of us is the people we meet and learn to know. We see 
iris, we talk, we compare notes, and swap iris lore. Some of it 
is trivial and even petty, but most of it is enjoyable and in
structive. And some of the conversation is so technical and 
learned that I do not understand all of it. Then genes, chromo
somes, line-breeding, outcrosses, cultivars instead of varieties
leave one a bit bewildered at times, but I do the best I can. 

My situation reminds me of the little three-year-old of a 
young couple we know in Wichita. These people are quite faith
ful in church attendance, and they take their little boy with 
them to church. 

One day the little fellow was playing outside and was 
so quiet that his mother decided she had better check on him. 
She looked out of the window, and there he was in the backyard 
digging away as hard as he could. When he had dug a hole 
large enough and deep enough to suit him, he searched until 
he found a little can. Then he began carrying water until he 
had filled his excavation. Next he picked up the family cat, 
and by that time his mother thought she had better get out 
there. 



She stepped out of the back door just in time to see the 
little fellow holding the family cat awkwardly but firmly over 
the puddle he had made, and he recited as follows: 

"I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and the Son 
and in the Hole you go." 

Anyway this iris talk is fun. And there is something about 
this fraternity of equals-where everyone is ranked by his iris 
without regard for his wealth or social position-that is deeply 
satisfying. It helps us to realize that mutual forbearance and 
reciprocal concessions may be more rewarding than recalcitrance. 
And the iris itself is not a finished thing; it is incessantly chang
ing; it is in the state of becoming. And we are a part of that 
process. Therein lies its deepest meaning, its greatest challenge, 
and its most profound satisfaction. 

And so, if you have not found the Pot of Gold, you will 
have at least traveled the path of the Rainbow. 

DR. HUGO WALL 
1305 North Yale 
Wichita, Kansas 67208 

Tom McNally, of the Chicago (Ill.) Tribune, tells this tale 
on our well known Iris Hybridizer, Brother Charles RecKamp 
of Mission Gardens. 

While cleaning a walleye caught in Michigan's Lake Gogebic, 
Brother Charles found a note inscribed "How's Fishing?"-in 
the fish's stomach! The camp operator made it clear he believed 
him only because he knew him as a devout and religious man. 

You might call this one Brother Charles' Mission Walleye. 
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SAFE INSECTICIDE 

Purdue University's entomology department has developed 
a new control method for spider mites, a major pest problem in 
many commercial orchards. Dr. G. Edward Marshall, research 
entomologist at Purdue's fruit insect research orchard at Orleans, 
has described the results of his testing non toxic materials
wheat flour and buttermilk. 

Marshall mixes 20 pounds of wheat flour and two quarts of 
buttermilk into a slurry and adds it to 100 gallons of water for 
application. The combination destroys mites by sticking them 
to the leaf's surface and by enveloping them in the solution on 
the foliage. Some of the sprayed mites appeared to have ex
ploded after the spray dried. Two-spotted mites were killed with 
less difficulty than the European red mites. Preliminary studies 
on reduced hatchability of eggs also are encouraging, the 
scientist added. 

Dr. Marshall sums up his results thusly: 
"This method of control is so unusual, so certain when 

correctly applied, totally safe to humans, non-corrosive to ma
chinery, harmless to foliage and wildlife, and so little prone to 
incompatibility with many other spray materials, that use should 
be made of the method. 

"Furthermore it utilizes the materials usually considered 
farm surpluses. Thorough application is necessary, but no hazard 
is involved-no residues will remain." 

The above formula: 1 lb. flour-6 1/3 Tsp. buttermilk-5 
gal. water. 

The Missouri Botanical Garden Bulletin has reported that 
the hedge apple, the large, green, ball like fruit of the Osage 
Orange tree, Madura pomifera, is gaining a reputation as an 
insect repellant. "One green fruit, hedge ball, Osage Orange, 
Osage Apple or whatever you want to call it, placed in a room 
infested with roaches and waterbugs, will drive the creatures 
out in a few hours." Such use was discovered by chemists at the 
University of Alabama. 
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