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THE EDITOR’S PAGE

Maybe it’s because the August issue is the first after iris
season and there is more to write about, but it seems that there
has not been quite the usual difficulty in collecting material for
this NEWSCAST. Could be my pleas have been heard. I hope
you won’t close your ears and forget about me. It’s amazing
the interesting things you can think up when you try.

Do you remember what I wrote in the last issue? I said
that my keeping on with the Editorship of NEWSCAST
depended on my being able to secure an Assistant Editor. Well,
it gives me great pleasure to announce that Tom Ford of the
C. and P. Chapter has consented to serve you in this capacity.
He has already been of the greatest assistance in bringing you
this issue.

I asked Tom to give me a little information about himself
and I quote from his reply:

“Reluctantly approaching forty years.
Feisty old bachelor.

Joined A.LS. in 1963. Have grown close to 800 varieties in
those years.

Presently growing approximately 200 varieties. All types
of beardeds from MDB through TB, with a special
interest in reblooming SDBs.

Presently serving as Guest Iris Chairman for the 1969
F. S. K. Regional.

Pharmacist by profession. (Go on, ask me what to take when
NEWSCAST gets too much and your head is about to
burst. Excedrin? Naturally!)

Do some hybridizing, with special interest in aforementioned
SDBs and in what the PROGENITOR derivatives
throw with the different iris colors.

Interested in photographing irises.”
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That was short and sweet, Tom. It hadn’t occurred to me to
even wonder how old you are and if your disposition is crotchety,
I hadn’t noticed that either. What I have noted is enthusiastic
and very prompt cooperation. Thank you. Us Ex-RVPs are
getting to be tired old work horses and we need a lot of “holding
up”’!

Speaking of Ex-RVPs, there’s one who doesn’t seem so
old or so tired either. Of course, you have all seen in the AIS
National Bulletin that our own Earl Browder is up for a Director
of the Society. This is not only an honor for Earl personally
but for Region 4. Congratulations, my good friend, and more
power to you!

RENA

R. V. P’s MESSAGE
Dear Friends:

Even if you were not an iris lover, you could not but
enjoy our visit to historic and scenic Lewisburg, West Virginia.
In spite of some unfavorable weather, the warmth of the people
of Greenbrier Chapter and the hospitality of the city as a whole
made our meeting bright and joyful. While the irises were not
at peak bloom, there was a great deal of interest in the gardens
of Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Killoran, Mrs. Ward Collins, Mrs. C. W.
Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. Bill McLaughlin and Mr. and Mrs. W. D.
Kelley. These were beautiful gardens and, with a little imagi-
nation, you had to want to visit them again next week.

The reports, so far, from the auctions are good. We may
yet end the year solvent. The importance of these annual
auctions to the region cannot be overstressed. If you are not
participating, please do.

May this bulletin inspire a spirit of friendship and cooper-
ation. May we all remember that we are members of A. 1. S.

FRANK



SPRING MEETING—EXECUTIVE BOARD
REGION 4 A. I. S.

May 25, 1968

The Annual Spring Meeting of the Executive Board, Region
4, American Iris Society, was held in the Directors’ Room of the
Blue Grass Savings and Loan Co., Lewisburg, W. Va., Friday,
May 25, 1968, with seventeen members in attendance.

Frank Sherrill, RVP, presided.

A motion was made by Rena Crumpler, seconded by Earl
Browder, that the RVP appoint a committee to study the
financial situation of the Region and to make recommendations
as to the best means for assuring an equitable contribution on
the part of each chapter. Motion carried. The action taken by
the Board will be printed in NEWSCAST prior to presentation
at the Spring Meeting.

Resignation from her post as Test Garden Chairman was
accepted from Mrs. John McCoy. The vacancy will not be filled
until the Fall meeting, after further discussion on a new location
for the garden. The Veteran’s Hospital grounds at Roanoke, Va.
have been found to be unsuitable. The discussion emphasized the
need for sending our seedlings and introductions to the Regional
Test Garden and to the hosting chapter for the Spring meetings.

Fred Stephenson had a very favorable report concerning the
Judges’ Training Program. He had prepared “Guidelines for
Training and Accreditation of Judges”, which were passed out
for study. Action will be taken on these at the Fall Meeting.
Today was another pilot class, with many eyes on our region.
The school has far exceeded our expectations. He reported a
deficit of $13.00 for the current school which will be paid by the
region.

John Dughi was granted $20.00 for the operation of the
Publicity and Public Relations Committee.
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A petition, bearing the required twelve signatures, was re-
ceived from members in Richmond, Va., requesting sanction to
reactivate that chapter. This permission was granted.

The Treasurer’s report was read and submitted for record
with a balance of $1,019.45.

The bylaws will be printed in NEWSCAST at appropriate
intervals,

Reports were given by other members of the Board and the
Chairmen of the various chapters. Much activity is evident and
there are many good things in store for our members region-wise.

Rena Crumpler, to be ably assisted by Tom Ford, of the
C. and P. Chapter, will continue as Editor of NEWSCAST. We
can have a successful bulletin only if everyone feels responsible
for sending in the news. Keep material coming in.

Earl Browder, Convention Chairman, reports that, in ad-
dition to the 1969 meeting in Baltimore, hosted by the Frances
Scott Key Chapter, the 1970 meeting will be held in Roanoke
and the 1971 meeting will be in Greensboro.

ROBERTA McMULLIN
Secretary

SPRING MEETING REGION 1V, A. I. S.

The Savannah Inn, in Lewisburg, W. Va., was the scene
for the delightful smorgasbord dinner which preceded the
Spring business meeting of the region.

The guests and officers were introduced, and a short
business session was held.



The Nominating Committee submitted a report and the
following slate of officers, with no further nominations from the
floor, was elected by the members present:

Regional Vice President —  Frank Sherrill
Assistant R. V. P. —  Maynard E. Harp
Secretary —_ Roberta McMullin
Treasurer — Ronald Harris
Parliamentarian —_ Mrs. Craven Helms
Historian —  James Aultz

The raffle of the set of tools, presented to the Region by
Mr. Bliss Winn of the O. Ames Company, Parkersburg, W. Va,,
was won by Dr. Anne Lee, with number 0007111. Proceeds from
the sale of tickets amounted to $50.50.

Motion was made by Earl Browder and seconded by Rena
Crumpler that a like amount be given to the Judges’ Training
Program for operating expenses of that department. Motion
carried.

In capsule comments by chairmen, we were advised of the
1969 spring meeting to be held in Baltimore. Chairman Harp
reports that he has had splendid offers of help of all kinds,
attendance, iris and the like. He announced that chairmen had
been appointed for the convention.

The finance committee spoke of their recommendation to
be presented and acted upon at the Fall Board meeting.

Guest speaker for the meeting was Mrs. Carol Ramsey, of
Wichita, Kansas. She was also the able teacher for this years’
session of the Judges’ Training school.

Her talk for the evening centered around what makes a
good club, why we have success and why failure. Key words
like dedication, waiting, purpose give us something to think
about and remember. '

She spoke of having interesting meetings, emphasized grow-
ing good iris in each garden, up-dating the gardens, having door
prizes of good iris available to visitors and members; returning
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the increases of these to the chapter for auction; sponsoring
garden visiting to gardens of all members. Fellowship is the big
bit of the meetings. Go to see iris in other places; sponsor iris
shows, the single best drawer of membership; encourage young
people. Publicity is very necessary; keep plugging. Support
your region, continuously; Sponsor local Judges’ Training
Classes.

Get members and keep them. Welcome anyone, involve
new people; what are their talents, interests? Hold panel dis-
cussions; show pictures of all gardens; have slide shows. Have
a time limit to jobs, have bylaws, and above all don’t take the
easy way out.

ROBERTA McMULLIN
Secretary

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Retta Harp
This cannot be an accurate report until I receive a member-

ship list from each of the Chapter Membership Chairmen as a
check list on the present file. Please send these lists as soon as

possible. Net Gain
Chapter Jan. 1, 1968 New July 1, 1968 or Loss
Blue Ridge 57 5 57 0
C&P 86 8 86 0
FSK 48 16 62 14
Marydel 18 3 19 +1
Norfolk 66 1 28 —38%*
Richmond 0 8 37 +37
E. N. C. 70 5 75 + 5
W. N. C. 34 2 31 —3
C. W. Va. 28 0 25 — 3
S. W. Va. 56 4 54 —_2
Greenbrier 15 0 15 0
Total T @ I

* The new Richmond Chapter was a division from the Norfolk
Chapter. This accounts for the Norfolk drop in membership.

8



JUDGES’ TRAINING SCHOOL
F. G. Stephenson, Chairman

With the completion of the Judges’ Training Class in Lewis-
burg, we have completed the entire Judges’ Training Course. A
lot has been learned from these sessions and revisions are in
process which should make the program more effective. Many
of these revisions are the result of the student evaluation. From
here on out the program should become more interesting.

Starting with the meeting in Baltimore next Spring we
shall begin a new series of classes covering the same material
covered in the cycle just completed. In addition, we hope to
offer new short courses in various phases of iris study. As these
plans materialize we shall present them in the Spring issue of
NEWSCAST.

The Lewisburg class was a big success. Thirty six were
enrolled in the school. Thirty two took the examination and
all passed, the average grade being 88. Much of the success of
the school is due to the outstanding job done by Carol Ramsey.
An instructor with the exceptionally fine qualities possessed by
Carol is very hard to find. Certainly we were most fortunate in
having her with us. In a note to your Chairman, Carol was
most lavish in her praise of the people and hospitality of every-
one. She stated that she was most envious of the accomplish-
ments of Region 4 and the wonderful spirit of cooperation that
she saw.

In looking back over the accomplishments of the last four
years we find that 79 people have taken at least one class. Eight
have taken all four classes; ten three classes; and sixteen have
taken two sessions. The following have completed the entire
course successfully:

Rev. Raymond Alexander

Mrs. B. J. Brown

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Davidson, Jr.
Mr. John Dughi

Mrs. Elizabeth Farrar
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Mrs. John McCoy

Mrs. Roberta McMullin
Mrs. Hunt Nenon

Mrs. Myron Null

Mrs. Nelson O. Price
Mrs. F. G. Ward

Several others have completed the course but failed to take
the required examination.

Some major changes have been made in the National Judges’
Training Program. Our training program had to be revised, to
some extent, to conform with these requirements. In the Spring
issue of NEWSCAST we hope to print the entire program for
your information.

Without the support of so many people the Program could
not have come into being. Your Chairman is most appreciative
of the contribution of each member.

WIN $25 IN PRIZES

There is a need for an official seal for the use of the Region
4 Judges’ Training Program. Would you like to design one? If
you icome up with an acceptable design that is judged best you
may have your choice of $25 worth of irises from the Stephenson
garden.

This seal should incorporate an iris in its design; should
carry Region 4 identification and show affiliation with the
American Iris Society. You may take it from there.

Give it a try ! Mail your entry to F. G. Stephenson, Chairman
Judges’ Training, Region 4, 5608 Merriman Road,, S.W., Roanoke
Va. 24018 by October 1, 1968.

Winner will be notified by mail and an iris list will be sent
showing irises available. NEWSCAST will show the seal as soon
as possible.
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WHAT IS A REGIONAL CONVENTION?
Maynard E. Harp

Reservations for the Region 4 Convention at Lewisburg,
West Virginia, had been sent on weeks ago. Now the time for
departure had arrived. But the TB blooms in North Central
Maryland seemed to be peaking at the same time as the Regional.
Should we leave our own expected blooms for those of others?

Well, we had enjoyed the Regional Convention at Norfolk
so much a year before, and Retta and I had never been to the
Lewisburg area. Anyway, our own Chapter Board had already
agreed for Francis Scott Key to host the Regional Convention
in '69; so we should go to Lewisburg to learn more about Region-
als. We finished our packing. And, since we were going, we de-
cided to make the trip count for as much as possible. We left home
one day earlier than necessary to look and visit enroute. Our first
stop was at the beautiful garden of one of our newer chapter
members at Westminister, Maryland. Amos Wampler has a well
planned garden with several large beds of iris which showed
proof of very kindly care.

For many months we had heard of the iris garden of George
Crossman at Hamilton, Virginia, in the Chesapeake and Potomac
Chapter. So we took the by-pass around Frederick and headed
down Route 15 toward Virginia. A short distance after crossing
the Potomac we found a shady pull-off where others had parked
for lunch and we did likewise. My thoughtful wife had our snack,
with thermos, in the trunk.

Although George Crossman is listed in NEWSCAST at
Hamilton (that’s his post office) going south on Route 15
through Leesburg is more direct. A few miles south of Leesburg
we turned west off Route 15 at the corner which has a large
sophisticated antique shop; then, left at a county road marked
number 26. Shortly we saw the fields of irises. Retta and I had
never seen any thing to equal this.

Crossman is certainly the suitable name for a man with so
many, many crossés of his own. Amazingly, he had numerous
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seedlings which, in our opinion, were equal to, or better than
some of the well known late introductions. Not being unduly
partial to his own, he has many of the latest top billed varieties
of others. One of his own unusual TB hybrids resembles a Japa-
nese iris with the standards tending to unfold with the falls. My
camera recorded it and other individual blooms ; and some overall
views of his plantings. All of George’s irises are spaced far
enough apart so that each variety stands out individually. George
is well versed in every phase of iris culture and showed us some
comparisons of substance, form and other iris qualities.

We noted beds of hundreds of hemerocallis and we were in-
vited to return on July 4th for the hem blooms. After a very
hospitable visit at the Crossmans’ we moved on toward our
Lewisburg goal. We aimed for Route 81 which is a pleasant,
modern highway for fast travel.

In late afternoon we drove into a heavy electrical storm and
continued downpour which helped persuade us to tarry overnight.
This was good because the following morning was better and we
enjoyed the scenic route down through the mountains of the
western part of Virginia, and thence, through the mountains of
West Virginia. Even before arriving at Lewisburg, the beauty
of the mountains was a very satisfying part of the Regional.

Entering Lewisburg in mid-afternocon on Thursday, we
slowly drove down the attractive main street until we came to
the General Lewis Motor Inn. It was just as the Greenbrier
Chapter literature had shown—a hotel of yesteryear with its
stately columned long front porch. On the front lawn we were
greeted by Elizabeth Farrar and Jeanne Price. The fraternity
of the Regional had begun. Elizabeth and Jeanne were on their
way to the location of the Judges’ Training Class to assist Fred
Stephenson and Carol Ramsey in preparing for the class on
Friday.

In the lobby and reception hall of the Inn were artistic
arrangements of irises, and these were carefully renewed
throughout the Convention. Next to one of these displays of
irises was Billy Collins, a genial Greenbrier hostess. Billy regis-
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tered us, gave us the Convention program, a Convention
packet and a wholesome Greenbrier welcome. The packet had
been well considered and included a folded rain coat and hat for
each person. These, we later found quite useful on tours of the
gardens.

Our reservation was for a room on the first floor on the rear
side of the hotel, and with a fine view of the rear garden, which
included a generous number of irises in bloom along the walk-
way. During our stay we had courteous treatment from the uni-
formed porter, James. He has been employed at the Inn for
thirty-eight years and proudly agreed to my photographing him
among the irises in the garden.

Shortly, Alice Miller and Charles Torp arrived from our
Francis Scott Key Chapter. Tom Ford and Dick Connelly came
in from the C & P Chapter. Fred Stephenson introduced me to
Carol Ramsey and we exchanged some pleasantries. Dinner time
seemed to come in a hurry, and there were happy dinner groups
of old and new friends. There were plans, preparations, and ar-
rangements for committee meetings,

Thursday evening was open on the Convention schedule.
Greenbrier Hotel and grounds at White Sulphur Springs, West
Virginia, was but nine miles away. A group of us decided to take
a look and Dick Connelly offered the ride. We took a grand tour
of the lobbies, the shops, the dining rooms and gardens—a fabu-
lous resort operated by C & O R.R. from 'way back.

Following a friendly Friday morning breakfast, the Number
3 Judges’ Training Class assembled in a church near the Inn. The
large number of bloomstalks assembled on the tables was part
proof of the detailed preparation for this course. Fred Stephen-
son, member of the A.I.S. National Judges’ Training Committee,
was in charge, and he arranged for Carol Ramsey of Wichita,
Kansas, to be the instructor.

This Judges’ Training Class is an invigorating experience.
If one likes the iris foliage, stalks, and flower, this class is worth-
while whether or not there be interest in becoming an accredited
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judge. Here in the class were accredited A.LS. judges with years
of official judging back of them. Dr. Lloyd Zurbrigg, national
head of the Reblooming Iris Society, sat with us to receive in-
struction, and to comment, with others.

All Convention meals are pow-wows and the Judges’ Train-
ing Luncheon was no exception. The Judges’ Class ended
promptly at 4 P.M. The Regional Board Meeting was to begin
at 5 P.M. Retta, Claude O’Brien, Earl Browder, and I headed
toward the meeting in one car. The Bluegrass Savings and Loan
Company had graciously provided their plush Directors’ Room
for the Meeting. The large group who surrounded the very long
board, and spilled over into extra chairs gave indication the
Region 4 Board was truly representative. The Board Meeting
ended about 7 P.M. allowing a brief dinner period before the
8 P.M. meeting of Chapter Chairmen which Retta, as Regional
Membership Chairman, had obtained permission to have. This
was well attended and some fine ideas were exchanged as to
obtaining and keeping members; and the record-keeping of those
members. This meeting was over in time for the Convention
Social at the Inn.

Another good breakfast at the Inn Saturday morning. One
of the most amusing events at the Convention was the mental
storage capacity of the one waiter. He could take orders of six or
eight people with no pad or pencil and I never saw the wrong
egg go to anyone. ’

Then, on with the scheduled garden tours,—starting in the
rain. But the inclement weather did not dampen the hospitality
of our Greenbrier hosts. At our first stop the Killorans were in
the garden with umbrellas, greeting us as we arrived. This was
one of those pleasant gardens in which a variety of other flora
is allowed to associate with the iris.

As we proceeded the weather varied with rain, drizzle, and
total overcast. Next was the Collins Garden. LAUNCHING
PAD—(Knopf '67) was outstanding; light yellow standards and
white falls with a gold border. The markers in this and other
Lewisburg gardens were exceptionally good ; plainly lettered, set
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at a good angle, and high enough to read comfortably. Billy sent
Retta and me the name of her marker supplier and we have since
obtained some.

Rain began again while we were enjoying the attractive
Lewis garden. However, Mrs. Lewis had a large sheltered walk-
in veranda and her hot coffee and mid-morning snacks were very
helpful.

At the entrance to the McLaughlin garden there was an in-
geniously arranged hanging basket of irises. Bill and Warren
McLaughlin have a splendidly landscaped garden with an ex-
cellent background of greenery for much of the irises. It was
here that we saw the guest iris CIMARRON STRIP—(Tomp-
kins ’68) which seemed to be completely different; it was ex-
tremely pleasing. Read its complicated description in the Fleur
de Lis catalog.

The “Barn” was next, where the seedling bed had been pre-
pared. Unfavorable weather had resulted in a limited number of
blooms. Here also, were some of the introduced Guest Irises.

On to the home of Bill and Florence Kelley where the irises
blended wonderfully with the tall, colorful lupines, and all back-
ed with a nostalgic kind of split rail fence having genuine lichens
on the rails. On the other side of the fence, more irises. A large
round bed of Frances Brown’s AFTER IMAGE was one of the
attractions.

Greenbrier had selected the Kelley garden for lunch and,
with their usual consideration, had provided a tent with open
sides and luncheon tables. The rain had eased but they were
prepared. A tremendous endeavor for a small chapter. The hot
meal included meat cakes cooked at location.

A special service provided by our Greenbrier hosts was
shuttle service at short intervals between all gardens for those
without their own transportation. These cars were each indenti-
fied with an A.L.S. Banner atop the car and were frequently seen
flitting from garden to garden.
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More garden visiting, and then the customary Saturday
evening banquet and Annual Region 4 Meeting at the Fort
Savannah Restaurant. Frank Sherrill, our RVP presided, with
Bill Kelley speaking for the host chapter. Following the banquet,
Regional business was handled, along with election of officers.
Then followed the speaker of the evening, Carol Ramsey.

Back at the Inn, after the banquet meeting, there was more
fraternizing, and arrangements for garden visiting in other cities
enroute to the homes of the visiting conventioneers. I was making
notes of people offering their requests for reservations at the
Baltimore Regional in ’69. Some offered deposits with their re-
-quests. The reality of Francis Scott Key hosting the 1969 Region-
al was becoming more apparent. Bill Kelley came back to the Inn
for a conference about guest irises for the 1969 Regional.

Sunday morning breakfast was the best of all. With Ray
Alexander, Minister of the Christian Church at our big table, we
almost had both Sunday School and Church. Then some final
conversations. Those of the Norfolk Chapter were very helpful
with information about handling a regional and flower shows. Dr.
Anne Lee counselled with me regarding her experience in plan-
ning the Norfolk Regional. Rena Crumpler, Immediate Past RVP
gave me some information regarding regionals and suggestions
which have already been put to use. Earl Browder, another past
RVP, said that he had some information regarding the geo-
graphic divisions of the chapters. He would check it for Retta,
who is Regional Membership Chairman. A few more goodbyes
and waves and we were heading East on Route 60. This route
continues on into Virginia. At Callaghan, Virginia, it intersects
Route 64. If you pass that way stop your car and look at a fine

engineering display of roads and bridge construction in a gor-
geous mountain setting.

We turned North on Routh 220,—not to be used if one is in
a hurry, but picturesque. About ten miles south of Hot Springs
we came to Gorge Lookout where we saw the Spouting Falls,
The road here is on a shelf from which you look down hundreds
of feet on the falls side, and up hundreds of feet on the precipice
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side,this side having many rhododendrons way, way up. At Hot
Springs we made a half hour stop to look through the well known
Homestead Hotel. Time was getting away and we increased our
tempo.

Arriving at Maywood Sunday evening we found a heavy
storm had been there. Many of our best iris blooms were flat on
the ground. Notes left by friends told of their having visited the
garden in our absence. Retta didn’t even unpack. In went the
supporting stakes for the damaged stalks. Next morning at day-
break the finished blooms were being tossed into a bucket. By
Monday night we had retrieved our irises.

The Regional had been most rewarding. But I feel weak
when I recall some of those parting remarks at Lewisburg; such
as, “We're expecting a big time at Baltimore in ’69.” How lucky
that Alice Miller, our Hospitality Chairman, was at Lewisburg
to see how it’s done —superbly!

LEWISBURG, 1968
Mickey Kirby

Greenbrier country is beautiful and inviting in Iris time.
Irisarians are warm and hospitable and their gardens welcome
visitors from far and near.

General Lewis Hotel, Lewisburg, West Virginia, was head-
quarters for about 90 Irisarians from Region 4 on May 24, 25
and 26 for the Annual Meeting.

Judges’ Training Class was first on the agenda on Friday,
May 24. Mr. Fred Stephenson, Judges Training Chairman, was
fortunate to have Mrs. Richard V. Ramsey (Carol) from Wichita,
Kansas, as our instructor. About 40 members participated in an
all day session at the Methodist Church, on Exhibition Judging.
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Mrs. Ramsey outlined each step in setting up an Iris Show, and
the duties of each chairman, following the Handbook for Judges
and Exhibitions of the American Iris Society. Many stalks of
Iris were on display to illustrate good and bad points to look for
in selecting specimens for show entry. A miniature Iris Show
was set up, complete with chairman, clerks, judges etc., Members
were asked to select specimens and enter them correctly.

Accredited Flower Show Judges, Mrs. B. E. Crumpler and
Mrs. Robert L. Munn selected five good stalks and point scored
them. After a written “True and False” questionnaire, members
were asked to point score the five specimens as part of the
examination. The judges then explained why, when and where
points were deducted so that each member could check his score
sheet. It was a very informative and stimulating day. This ses-
sion completed three years of Judges’ Training Programs and
will provide a roster for the appointment of future judges. Chair-
man Fred Stephenson, is to be commended for a masterful job
of preparation and presentation. Region 4’s program has re-
ceived national acclaim and is being used in other Regions of
ALS.

On Friday evening a reception was held in the lobby of the
General Lewis Hotel to greet old friends and make new ones.

A tour of local gardens was planned for Saturday morning.
Rain gear was the uniform of the day. Station wagons, chauf-
feured by handsome young men, transported visitors to the gar-
dens on tour. If pens didn’t write under water, notes were not
copious but many beautiful Iris were on display.

The Killoran garden was our first stop and we were warmly
greeted by this delightful couple altho pelting rain prevented
more than a quick tour of a lovely home garden with many
varieties of perennials interspersed with well grown Iris.

Mrs. Collin’s garden showed years of loving care and her
old favorites were doing their best to outshine the newer ones
that were waiting for warmer weather. We saw BRONZE
ARMOR, good brown with gold on half; LAUNCHING PAD,
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a fine yellow and white heavily laced; RUSTICANA, a nice
clump of golden brown; MAY MELODY, pinkish yellow stand-
ards, white falls bordered yellow, heavy tangerine beard ; MAN-
OMET, maroon velvet (an improved Majorette).

We were ready for the icoffee break at the home of Mrs.
Mary Lewis. We gathered on the patio and dashed between rain
drops to enjoy the beautiful garden. A pink Hawthorne in full
bloom tried to provide an umbrella. TIJUANA BRASS, a
smooth copper, shimmered in the rain. PINK FRINGE, JOLIE,
STARBURST were making a nice showing with many other
new ones not yet open. An unusual Moraine Golden Locust in
the front yard attracted much attention.

An arrangement of yellow Iris in a black iron hanging basket
greeted us at the driveway entrance to Bill and Warren Mec-
Laughlin’s garden. We saw INTRIGUER, a good medium blue,
taking the weather well. DEBRA KATHLEEN, a lacy ivory
with golden shoulders, had three blooms open on a good stalk.
A clum of HENRY SHAW was a standout among the rainbow
colors. Frances Brown’s DAINTY INGALEE is a lovely laced
pastel lavender. RUBY MINE, a rich red with a lighter area
on haft and heavy tangerine beard. BILLOWING SAILS is
a real white—white, even the beard, ruffled and starchy. CHAM-
PAGNE MUSIC and CHRISTMAS TIME in nice clumps made
a fine showing. CIMARRON STRIP, rosy tan standards, darker
falls edged same as standards, was interesting. Many liked
CANDY COUNTER, very pale pink topped with amber border
on standards and falls with heavy red beard. STARBURST, a
huge red and copper blend of exceptional substance glistened
with rain drops. Blurred wet notes refuse to provide further
comment due this lovely garden.

The crowd gathered at “The Barn” to view the Chapter’s
exhibition beds. Plough’s PUNCHLINE, was unusual. Wine
standards, heavy blue infusion on wine falls with gold on haft
and a heavy gold beard. Ben Hager’'s BURNING COALS really
has fire; red black velvet falls, red taffeta closed standards
really glow. Many new ones were not blooming and time was
short for seedling judging in wet weather,
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By noontime, the sun peeped thru and we were ready to
head for Stonehedge to enjoy the hospitality of Bill and Florence
Kelley. The garden is always beautiful but bloom was not as
profuse as usual due to complete replanting last year. I must
confess my notes have disappeared or perhaps the good old
fashioned cook-out at the log cabin beckoned too soon. We en-
joyed super-delicious food and lots of good fellowship. We soon
forgot that we had trouped thru rain showers all morning.

The Annual Banquet was held at Fort Savannah Inn at
7:00 P.M. In the absence of the Chapter Chairman, Reverend
Charles Jack, Mr. Earle T. Browder gave the invocation. Bill
Kelley welcomed members and guests and introduced Regional
officers.

Mr. Frank Sherrill presided at the business session. Officers,
Chairman and Chapter Chairman gave their reports.

The Nominating Committee presented the slate of officers
for 1968-1969 and they were elected unanimously. *

Bill Kelley introduced our speaker, Mrs. Carol Ramsey, who
gave us an inspiring message on the rewards of A.I.S. member-
ship and asked us to work together to inspire others to join us
and share in the fun of growing our favorite flower.

Mr. Maynard Harp, Chairman of Frances Scott Key Chapter,
announced that the 1969 Region 4 meeting would be held in
Baltimore, dates to be announced.

Sincere thanks are due Greenbrier Chapter, the smallest
Chapter in the Region with the biggest heart and the courage
to put on a REALLY BIG regional meeting.

e gt

* See Secretary’s report of Minutes. Ed.
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OUR FLAG IS THE SIGN
FOR °69

FRANCIS SCOTT KEY CHAPTER
Cordially Invites You
to the
A. L. S. REGION 4 CONVENTION
at
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
MAY 23rd, 24th 25th, 1969

Convention Headquarters at Towson,
In Northern Metropolitan Baltimore

Many latest Introductions “Including 1969.”
Seedlings from four A. I. S. Regions.

Judges’ Training Class No. 1—“The Flower.”
May 23rd.

Friday Evening Dinner and Reception.
Saturday Evening Banquet and Meeting.
And some surpries.

" 21

@



SOME RANDOM NOTES FROM WEST VIRGINIA
Jim Aultz

While we are definitely among those who don’t get around
much any more, we did manage to see some irises and visit
with some iris growers this spring.

The beautiful garden of Mr. and Mrs. Earl Browder at St.
Albans, West Virginia, is quite familiar to many of our Region
4 members. It is soon to take on an entirely different appearance,
however. Earl plans a new family room extending out eastward
toward “the BIG tree”, (where so many out-of-doors get-to-
gethers have been held in in the past). As we understand it,
the driveway will also be relocated. So, many of the iris beds
will be taken out this summer and new ones formed. It is quite
likely that the last-mentioned will be fewer in number.

When we heard the news mentioned above, a trip to the
Browders this spring seemed imperative. A mid-week visit
found Earl busy at the office and in the field, as usual. Accom-
modating as always, Earl took time out from his full schedule
to meet us at the “Sunrise” iris planting in Charleston, where
we were busy with our little camera. The irises there were
blooming profusely; everything was in excellent condition. One
particularly beautiful white iris had no marker. We learned
later that keeping markers on these irises is just as difficult as it
is for some home gardeners. The iris we had admired was white
REJOICE or REJOICE-White, as it is listed in some catalogs.
There is also a BLUE REJOICE. Both irises are beautiful,
both infinitely worth growing—but why the duplication of
names? It’s apt to be confusing, to say the least.

2,000 persons had visited the “Sunrise” iris planting the
previous Sunday, we learned. A fine story on the garden had
appeared in the local paper that morning. Coincidence?
Approximately sixty irises introduced in the last four years are
to be planted in the garden this summer in order that it may be
kept as modern as possible.
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After leaving “Sunrise”, we went with Earl to his home
for a visit, to see his irises, and to have luncheon. A large clump
of STEPPING OUT, prominently placed, caught our eye at
once. This stunning plicata will win the Dykes Medal this year,
in Earl’s opinion . . . MORNING BREEZE, new to me, has
lavender closed standards, lavender and white falls, and a
tangerine beard. It is quite frilly. However, I hesitated about
adding it to my own “must have” list when Earl pointed out
that it was growing without increase . . . ORCHID JEWEL is
very lacy, with horizontal falls . . . GAILY CLAD is an eye-
catcher, whose open standards do or do not detract from it,
depending upon one’s personal point of view . . . Do you like
the very delicately-colored ones? Then TEEN ANGEL is for
you. We noticed that the branching on this one is very good.

With so many beautiful irises in bloom, one may appear
carpingly critical to complain about what was in bud. Be that
as it may, we were disappointed that LOVELY LIGHT, FUJI’s
MANTLE, TAWNY MINK, NORTH PACIFIC, ENTER-
PRISE, MAY DELIGHT, LITTLE BOWKNOT, and KING’S
MOUNTAIN had not yet opened.

Just before returning home, we stopped briefly at the home
of the E. G. Bartons, where we saw GOLDEN YEARS, RAIN-
BOW GOLD, FRENCH FLAIR and BRONZE BELL plus
many others—all looking fine.

At practically the last minute, we found that we could attend
part of the annual meeting of Region 4 at Lewisburg. Hardly
had we set foot in the beautiful garden of Mr. and Mrs. W. J.
McLaughlin when one of Region 4’s hybridizers asked if we had
seen Chet Tompkins’ 1968 introduction, CIMARRON STRIP.
Wanting to get the description right, we quote from the intro-
ducer’s catalog: “The stands are a vivid blend of pinkish-orange
over a basic color of Apricot Chamois and the falls are a lumines-
cent blend of Orange Cerise, Cardinal, and Fuchsia reds.” We
would say the description is accurate. You may like it, you may
not, but this iris is certainly in the front ranks of a current iris
fashion trend. Referring to the Craig Gardens catalog for 1968-
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1969, we find featured many new dominant amoenas, from lines
originally established by Paul Cook. Other hybridizers are
probably thinking and working along the same lines.

Others will no doubt be writing their Lewisburg impressions,
so we will not give ours here, except for the main one: the most
unfortunate aspect of this meeting was the fact that only 15%
of the guest irises and West Virginia seedlings were in bloom at
Lewisburg. There were many fine things planted that we cer-
tainly would have been enthusiastic about, had we seen them in
bloom. Better luck in Baltimore, next year, folks!

We saw many Mohrs and Arilbreds blooming beautifully in
the Huntington garden of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Church, and won-
dered—as always—why so few gardeners that we know seem to
grow these different-looking beauties.

Mrs. John E. (Maidel) Van Horn and Mrs. Virginia
McCamey, both of the Southern West Virginia Chapter, have had
prolonged hospital stays in recent months. Both are able to be
up and about, now, we are happy to say.

Auction time, iris sale time (if you prefer), planting time
are either here or on the way. So, keep busy, keep healthy, and
keep smiling, all of you in Region 4!

NEWS FROM THE AUCTIONS

SOUTHERN W. VA. CHAPTER
Earl T. Browder

The seventh annual auction and rhizome sale conducted by
the Southern West Virginia Chapter, A.LS., was held at Sunrise
Saturday afternoon, July 13, 1968. If you were to ask “what did
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your auction yield?”, we would have to answer “$130.00”, and
you would shake your head in sorrow for us. But if you were to
inquire “how much money did you collect from your auction and
sales?”, then the reply would be “upwards of $560.00”. Some few
have not picked their orders up so we do not know the exact-to-
the-penny dollar.

Actually we had only 21 auction items. These brought very
good prices—in at least one case more than retail. The bulk of
our sales were in bagged irises.

Both of our daily newspapers gave us very good coverage.
All radio stations gave us time. Publicity was excellent. The
response was better. We do not complain.

The Southern West Virginia Chapter is unique in that it has
a public iris garden at Sunrise which generates much interest.
Here are planted some 350 varieties. At peak bloom we had over
1,500 visitors on one afternoon. At least one of the four beds must
be remade each year. We are trying to replant with newer
introductions not grown in nearby members gardens. It is no
mean undertaking. No. 2 bed has been dug this year and 52
plus varieties have been bought and paid for to replant it. They
should be in the ground by August 1st.

The same drummer plays the same tune on the same drum
always. People are individuals. I more than half suspect that
chapters are, too. Certainly they reflect the traits and habits
and outlook of the various members. Thus it could be said that
one chapter sells for too much and another for too little. It
would appear reasonable to think that each chapter reacts to a
need differently. The important thing is that all do the best
they can. The goal can only be the same. Regardless of the
tune that is heard and regardless of the response, our auctions
still do more to generate friendship and fellowship than all our
other activities combined. Unlike National and Regional meet-
ings, the auctions and rhizome sales are conducted by the chapter
and inside the geographic boundaries it encompasses. Thus all
can attend.
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As I write this our auctions are the only means of financing
our chapter and regional activities. All who serve at the Court
of the Queen Iris, do so for love. None of us are paid. For
personal expenses most dip into the family sugar bowl and think
nothing of it. To be more exact—we think. But go ahead any
way. Itis not that we are affluent. Itis simply that we care.

You carrying your fair share of the load? If not—it means
that some must carry more than they should. Now it’s likely
they don’t object too greatly. On the other hand theirs is the
greater reward—and yours the lesser. For nowhere else on
earth is it more true of the activities of man than in his hobbies
when it is said, “he profits most who serves best”. It's worth
ponderin’!

BLUE RIDGE CHAPTER AUCTION
Jeanne W. Price

A copy of this report should be sent to each neighbor of
Mrs. John W. McCoy for on July 20, the echoes, vibrations and
fun arising from her back lawn must have set them to wondering
—what could be going on when the driveway and side lawn plus
a vacant lot, makes parking become a premium? Where are all
the people from and why are all carrying food? Surely, there is
nothing serious wrong for all are greeting one another as if they
had not laid eyes on one another in years. Why did all of the
noise suddenly come to a halt only to be revived an hour later
with the voice of a male chanting “who will make it 5?” or “I
have 7, who will make it 8?” Reiteration of the chant did not
cease with “sold to so and so” but continued on as a cracked
record-over and over.

The neighbors are due an elucidation and rightly so. This
was the Blue Ridge Chapter auction sale that takes place yearly.
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Cars from distant areas such as, West Virginia, Virginia Beach,
Chatham, Glade Hill, Rockbridge Baths, Buena Vista, Blacks-
burg and others too numerous to mention arrived filled to
capacity with avid iris growers (who always find their bargains
in the McCoy backyard) eagerly seeking a new variety. The
talk, prattle, hellos and welcoming came to a sudden halt at the
sight of a laden luncheon table that could not be resisted over
and over again because of over-activated taste buds. The male
chant heard later was that of Joe Lynn, who was not auctioning
off the McCoy property but was outdoing the old “SOLD
AMERICAN” chanter, putting more than heart and soul into
each iris to be sold.

Now—the neighbors can rest in peace and know “all is well”
at the McCoy’s. Smiles brought about by bargains received
should assure them of two things; in particular (1) If they grow
irises or are interested in them, they should join our Chapter
and AIS and partake of the fun and values offered for so little.
(2) When so many people can get together and talk irises for
hours . . . we must have something to offer them that is
envied and of interest. Let’s ask them!

Our yearly auction sale not only brings us together oftener
but also provides our funds to operate the Chapter and fulfil our
obligations to our region. Like any business, we like for our
sales to soar yearly, for the more money we make, the more and
better things we can offer our members. Our sale, is our only
means of assuring our members that if they invest with us, then
we re-invest their patronage in better benefits for them. Joe's
chanting assured us of a tidy sum in excess of $500.00, after all
expenses pertaining to the auction were taken care of. From this
sum many new varieties of irises will be purchased for resale
next year and will be grown in the garden of Fred G. Stephenson,
Chapter Chairman. Then too, our members will be providing and
planning to supplement our purchases with choice varieties that
they will be growing this year. The hours spent in auctioning
the irises relates only a part of the generosity to be encountered
among our members and friends. Perhaps, all of Clytie’s neigh-
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bors and their friends will join us for “all is well” at the McCoy’s
. .. until next July.

In a later issue of Newscast, a list of newer irises purchased
for the 1969 auction sale will be published for the convenience of
each member and regionwise. All of the varieties purchased
were given your consideration, for each of you helped to compile
the list and every effort has been made to bring you in 1969 the
irises you have asked for. This report will be given in it’s entirety
as to name of variety, year of introduction, hybridizer, retail
price and a brief description of the said irises. Do keep an eagle
eye out for this listing . . . put some pennies in the sugar bowl
weekly, eat one egg instead of two and ‘fore you know it . ..
you have an iris paid for!

Our Chapter extends thanks to all members who participated
in making the auction a success and especially to Clytie McCoy,
our hostess.

F.S.K. ENTHUSIASM PLUS
F. G. Stephenson

In today’s society of non-involvement it is most unusual and
most gratifying to find a group of people cooperatively involved
and dedicated to a peaceful cause. It is all the more gratifying
when this group is involved in supporting a cause that is very
dear to you as an individual.

The writer visited the Francis Scott Key Chapter on June
30th and witnessed a not-soon-to-be-forgotten example of har-
mony and dedication. This our newest Region 4 Chapter, having
started out just one year ago with 17 members now counts, in its
ranks, 41 ACTIVE members. This shows what can be done
by a small dedicated group of irisarians under agressive leader-
ship. ‘ v '
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This chapter is among the few that has had its origin as an
all AIS member organization. This group, from the beginning,
has been an integral part of and been solidly behind AIS na-
tionally, regionally and locally. They have been distressed that
they have been unable to contribute financially to the support of
the Region.

With some doubts, their first Iris Auction was planned.
Having attended Iris Auctions in almost all the Chapters in the
Region, the writer can say, without doubt, that this first venture
of the FSK Chapter was the most thoroughly planned and exe-
cuted auction he has ever attended. Every tiny detail was
worked out in advance. The result was a most successful auction.

‘What was their secret? There was really no secret. Every
member had a part and every member came through. There
was wonderful feeling of fun and comradeship.

The entire day Saturday was spent inspecting, preparing
and sorting the hundreds of rhizomes. Advertising was placed
in the local newspaper. After a picnic supper Saturday evening
the writer sensed a bit of apprehension and anxiety on the part of
those involved but never was there a sign of discouragement in
spite of the fact that a neighboring chapter was holding an Iris
Auction on the same day. Tomorrow would tell!

Sunday morning, bright and early, the workers were on
the job and things began to hum. At noon all was in readiness
and the people started arriving. By auction time 65 people were
present. Bidding was spirited and pervading all was a wonder-
ful feeling of fun and fellowship. Some rhizomes went high,
others, only moderately so, but enthusiasm never moved from
its peak. : S

When the bidding was over and the people began their
homeward way, it was most gratifying to learn that all these
efforts netted somewhere close to $790. Not bad for a pioneer
effort! Not bad for any chapter, I would say.

One of the first comments coming from those present was
“The cooperation was almost beyond belief. It was a financial
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success, and now OUR CHAPTER IS READY TO MEET ITS
OBLIGATION TO OUR REGION 4”. What a wonderful
spirit! Certainly this experience proves the worth of Iris
Auctions.

If this spirit could be instilled into the other chapters in
Region 4, we most certainly would be the envy of the entire AIS
world. We would be in a position to make a real contribution
to the knowledge of and enjoyment of the iris.

As chairman of the Blue Ridge Chapter, I feel a real tribute
is due this devoted group of people. The finest tribute that
comes to mind is the wish that in our own auction we can find
just a bit of this same enthusiasm, loyalty and unselfishness.
Hats off to F.S.K.!

MR. DAVE HALL

The many friends and acquaintances, as well as those who
have known him only through his irises, will be shocked and
saddened to hear that Mr. Dave Hall was killed recently when he
stepped in front of an Interurban train at a crossing in Wilmette,
Illinois.

As long as there are pink irises, the memory of this father
and foremost developer of the famous Flamingo Pinks will live
on in the iris world. I will always think of him as I last saw him
at Denver in 1963; a tall, lean, distinguished figure; aging but
still alert and clear-eyed, genial and full of conversation. I met
him in Long’s garden over WINE and ROSES. He eyed it most
critically and complained that it wasn’t as clean as he’d like it
to be; always critical, never quite satisfied with his accomplish-
ments, striving for something better.

Mr. Hall’s last iris, AFTER ALL, was introduced in 1967.
In the description, Mr. Cooley said, “The name has been chosen
because this is a-fitting finale to the long line of Iris of merit from
Mr. Hall.” Ed.
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IRISES SEEN AT LEWISBURG 1968
Tom Ford

Collins Garden:

LAUNCHING PAD—(Knopf ’67)—

Lacy, ruffled, strong yellow and white bicolor of the GOLDEN
GARLAND, GOLDEN YEARS type. Haft area very clean and
deep gold. Wide gold band around pure white falls, yellow
matching beard. Flowers were fresh after being open 3 days.
The very best of type bicolor. Falls near horizontal.

MAY MELODY-—(Hamblen '65)—

Not quite as spectacular as Launching Pad, but with a pink flush
at the midrib of the standard, and a lush tangerine beard.
Wonderful flare to the wide falls,

SPRING VALLEY—(Fay ’59)—

Older light blue which still loocks new even when surrounded by
newer and supposedly better blues. White area across haft and
around white beard. Falls flare up and standards dome and
touch.

ALPENROSE—(Schreiner '59)—
Older lavender-rose that was really taking the beating rain and
still holding flower form very well.

MANOMET—(Knowlton ’59)—

Another older one whose flower form leaves much to be desired,
but sports clean hafts on velvety, smooth, maroonish-garnet red
color.

CHANCES ARE—(Schaan ’60)—

First time I'd seen this one. A rich apricot with red beard and
near-perfect flower form. Was blooming on a 3 foot stalk with
very good branching.

LICORICE STICK—(Schreiner *60)—

In this garden was better than I'd ever seen it. Standards were
domed and touching unlike their usual habit of standing erect.
for 1968-1969 and they were elected unamionously.
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McLaughlin Garden:

HIGH LIFE—(Schreiner '64)—

Usually don't care for the cream ground plicatas—Ilook dirty to
me—but this burgundy-red on cream plic is so full of ruffles
and buds, the stalks so tall and strong and straight, you just
can’t help but like it. Flowers are perfectly formed and large.
Real class.

DAINTY INGALEE—(F. Brown ’65)—

In this garden a gorgeous, little TB with the smallish, hori-
zontally flared blooms in fine proportion to the 30 inch stalk.
Reminded me of a daintier and lighter Orchid Jewel. Full of

crinkle, lace, and ruffles.

CRYSTAL BLUE—(Schreiner ’64)—

Very good light blue with an attractive harmonizing blue beard.
Color deepens unusually at edges of petals. Nicely ruffled.

IRISH LULLABY—(Moldovan 65)—
Very, very laced near true pink with a luscious coral-tangerine
beard. Branching and bud count was excellent here,

CANARY FRILLS—(Bro. Chas. ’65)—

Extremely smooth light yellow with a small white area below
the beard. Reminded me of Comforting Thought but with lace
and crinkle.

VAN CLIBURN—(Benson ’61)—
Must certainly be runner-up for the widest petalled medium blue.
White beard with a suggestion of a crest at the end.

COMMENTARY—(Babson ’63)—

Really different blend which grows on you, given a chance.
Exotic beard is lavender tipped bronze. Never have seen it over
25" tall anywhere, though.

GYPSY JEWELS—(Schreiner ’63)—

After Jeweltone, this is my choice for the best red on the
market. Wonderful performer with excellent branching, bud
count, plant vigor, and superbly flaring form. Standards are
silken, falls are velvety.
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NEW DAY—(DeForest ’58)—

First time I've seen or heard of this one—A really spectacular
clump with many blooms and buds. Seemed to be perfect in
all respects. Wide of petal and haft. Flower is bitoned blue-violet
with darker texture veining.

KINGDOM~—(Fay *64)—

Huge, heavily substanced, ruffled deep yellow. Perfect plant
and stalk to go with the perfect flower. Bud count is really
unusual for such large flowers. A real Titan with the last flower
on a stalk as large as the first.

STEPPING OUT—(Schreiner '64)—

So noticeable and recognizable everywhere and so vigorous a
grower it would be a bore if the colors were not so clean and
sharp—the whites so pure and the black-violet so rich. Still my
choice for this year’s Dykes. Bud count is adequate though I
seem to have read one or two places of it’s having very low count.
In my own garden it had two buds in each socket of two
branches, spur and terminal.

ACAPULCO—(Framke '64)—
Clean, bright yellow but substance must be poor, the falls were
drooping even in cool, overcast weather ; standards were sagging.

ORCHID BROCADE—(Rudolph ’65)—

Now I know why Bess Crossman raves over this one and George
uses it in his own breeding—it has the starchiest, heaviest
substance of any iris I’ve seen. To me, the color is frosty and
beautifully blended with a wide, bright tangerine beard. As in
all Rudolph’s intro’s the plant is vigorous and the branching
leaves nothing to be desired.

CHAMPAGNE MUSIC—(Fay ’64)—

The effect of this white overlaid pale blue-orchid is frosty light
blue. White beard tipped red, very showy. The bloom is near
perfect, lasting 3 and 4 days and still looking good. Falls horizon-
tal, the strong standard midribs hold them upright and though
domed and touching standards are more to my liking the erect
standards do not detract from the flower in this one. This is my
choice for the best blue-white (or vice-versa) iris.

33



ONE DESIRE—(Shoop ’60)—
For me, this is still a good true pink iris though older. Was look-
ing just beautiful in the McLaughlin’s setting.

CHRISTMAS TIME-—(Schreiner ’65)—

So far, the crinkliest, laciest, of the red-bearded whites. Can take
sun, but the flowers here were not taking the rain well at all,
most had collapsed. In my own garden, without too much heavy
rain, it performed with perfect form.

DARK FURY—(Luihn '62)—
In a gorgeous large clump here. Blue-black with very clean hafts
and matching beard. Blooms holding up in heavy rain.

POINT LACE—(Gibson '60)—
Very nice, very lacy peachy-pink with orange-yellow beard.

STERLING SILVER—(Moldovan '63)—

Violet-blue bitone that seems to do well everywhere. Here it
was, as usual, showing it’s flaring form, fine branching, and
great vigor. Really sparkled when the sun came out.

LILAC CHAMPAGNE—(Hamblen ’65)—

No description or picture could do this one justice; you've got to
see it to appreciate it. Expected it to be just another of the
amber or yellow and blue-violet or red-violet bicolors, but it’s
far from run-of-the-mill. Seems to be lit from within. A pastel,
but like Rippling Waters, you'll recognize it in a gardenful of
irises after you've seen it once. Has that unuusual aura that
makes great irises.

GAY LIGHTS—(Schreiner '65)—

This is listed as a blend, but to me looks like a blend-bicolor.
Very brilliant and seems to smoulder in the throat. Substance
didn’t seem to be too good, but flowers were lacy and ruffled.

CLAUDIA RENE—(Gaulter *63)—

Another easily recognized immediately. Both here and in my
own garden the standards were domed and arching, though I've
read two places that-they are open. Has had good form every
‘yearforme.
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CIMARRON STRIP—(Tompkins '68)—

You'll have to read Tompkins’ description of it and believe it;
one of the most unusual I saw this year. Couldn’t begin to
describe it for you but did write in my notes that the falls are
edged in buff-pink in a WINE & ROSES pattern, but you’ll need
to see it for yourself. Gave it four stars.

MILADY—(Moldovan '66)—

For those wild over pinks, this should be the one to flip over.
Gorgeous flesh-pink with a touch of orange at the hafts and a
shrimp-red beard. A tone of pink that seems more lively than
those from the peach side.

TIJUANA BRASS-—(Schreiner ’67)—

Silky (more starch than that, though) golden, brass color with
the best substance I’ve seen in this color class. Also marked it
best for texture and form.

CARVED ALABASTER—(Schreiner '64)—
Magnolia-substanced cream with yellow at the haft. Fluting and
corrugation at either side of the beard is very attractive and
reminiscent of WINTER OLYMPICS.

HELEN KELLER—(Hinkle ’58)—
Another of Hinkle’s older light blues that can still hold its own
with the newer; tremendous wide falls and conical standards.

BLUE PETTICOATS—(Schreiner ’65)—

Looks like a smaller, more flared ROCOCO. Falls edges at
either side flip up to form a V at the lower edge.
TULARE—(Hamblen ’62)—

Has got to be the best all-round BB golden yellow with domed

standards, horizontal falls, ruffling, and a harmonizing orange
beard.

RUBY MINE—(Schreiner ’62)—

Will still give most of the newer reds competition. Velvety
garnet-ruby with a good yellow beard.

CLOUD CAPERS—(Schreiner ’66)—

Not really as orchid-pink as most would like, nor different enough
from the many WHOLE CLOTH derivatives of near color.
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CROSS COUNTRY—(Knocke ’63)—

Really putting on a show with a very vigorous, floriferous
clump. Blooms heavily-substanced, wide-hafted and nice light
blue.

LAURIE—(Gaulter ’66)—

Laced, flared child of CLAUDIA RENE showing the heritage in
the brown hafts. Standards rounded and arched. Beard changes
from white on blue at the tip to yellow on white near and going
into the throat. Beautiful rose-pink colored blossom.

ARPEGE—(Schreiner '66)—
Not much better than TOLL GATE, but slightly wider parts.

ARCTIC FURY—(Benson '64)—
On a large clump the flowers were very bunched but the indi-
vidual flower is superb, pure white.

JOLIE—(Schreiner ’67)—

The very largest plicata. The blooms were holding their perfect
form despite their huge size and the downpour of rain, so the
substance must be out of this world. Not unusual as to color—
there were so many like it, but would be good to use in breeding
for substance, size, and width.

LUCILLE TOLMAN—(Tolman '66)—

Rates at the top with LAUNCHING PAD in the yellow/white
bicolor class. The yellow in the standards and edging the falls
is a pure medium yellow with the smoothness of lemon custard—
no texture veining or lines of any kind. So pure and clean looking
you want to touch it to make sure it’s real. A bright yellow beard
on the sparkling white falls.

CLOUD COUNTRY—(Tompkins '66)—
Excellent blue-white with really amazing horizontal flare. In this
garden and three others it was performing like a star.

ROYALAIRE—(Brizendine ’65)—
Dark orange-yellow blend much the color of the falls of GAY
LIGHTS. Very brilliant in sun or shade.
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LEORA KATE—(Buckles ’63)—

In a gardenful of magnificent clumps this was one of the most
eye-catching. Chartreuse-yellow of faultless form and texture.
Plant vigor and bud count equalled by few.

ORANGE CHARIOT—(Fay '64)—
Very smooth orange but perhaps because of the short stalk and
unfavorable weather the buds were all toeing-in.

GINGERSNAP—(Schreiner ’65)—
Very nice brown that seemed to be able to take bad weather very
well. Good branching, blooms wide and flaring.

GYPSY LULLABY—(O. Brown ’61)—

One of the older Melodrama derivative bicolors that always
seems to look good with wide petals and hafts, and sparkling
color combination.

INTRIGUER—(Hinkle ’59)—
The Hinkle blues and whites can’t easily be beaten. This is still
one of the widest of the light-medium blues with a nice blue beard.

BRAVE VIKING—(Hinkle ’62)—

This light blue must have the widest blue-white beard on the
widest fall of any iris. Beard widens unbelieveably as it goes into
the throat. Huge, nicely substanced flower.

Stonehedge Garden, Bill Kelley:

CORABAND—(Hamblen ’63)—

Coral-flushed yellow/white bicolor, not quite as good at the
haft as others of this pattern in recent years, but the flashing
orange beard makes up for it.

LOVELY LIGHT—(Tompkins '64)—
Cleanest and clearest of the oranges with wonderful form. The
tangerine-red beard seems to glow.

RAINBOW VALLEY—(Plough ’65)—

Fluted and laced bright bicolor (listed as a blend, but to me
there’s enough violet in the fall to make it a bicolor). Not flaring
but not drooping, either. Good form. Blue-violet falls blend
to standard color then pinkish-yellow lace at the petal edge.
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CINNAMON MIST—(Plough ’67)—

You’'ll need to either see it to get all the nuances of color or read
Plough’s description of it. My notes say, “yellow beard adds
much; matches the yellow influence at the haft and gold lace
on the petal edge. Very beautifully-formed plicata with pure
white ground.” As I remember, one of the more striking recent
plics.

CAROLINA TOPHAT—(Powell '67)—

Very good, wide, ruffled blue-black with matching beard.
Branching is better than most blacks. Can really take the
weather, sun or rain,

CAROLINA HOPE—(Powell 67)—

Extremely floriferous WHOLE CLOTH derivative with falls
the depth of shade of CONGENIALITY but in pinkish lavender
color. A darker streak (wide) of lavender in the middle of the
fall from the end of the beard to the fall edge sets it apart from
the plethora of irises of this type.

CAROLINA PEACH—(Powell '64)—

Delicate, pastel peach. Nothing delicate about the substance,
though ; looked good after a terrific downpour and lots of wind.
The matching beard makes it a pure, lovely self loaded with lace.

NEZ PERCE—(Christensen ’67)—

One of the really good things from last year. An unusual iris
with a riotous, but tasteful, blending of colors in all parts. Even
the back-spine of the style arms has a purple on white streak.
Appears to me to be a more intense SUDDEN SPRING. Bright
yellow-tan standards with purple-red splashes and mid-rib. Falls
are red-violet edged in lively brown-yellow.

HIGH HEELS—(Linse ’59)—
Couldn’t help but notice this because while the flower is usual,
the stalk must have been four feet tall and, despite rain and
heavy wind, was standing straight up with the blue flowers
looking like they’d just opened.
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SAUCY PEACH—(Tell '60)—

A perky little BB with nice peach-pink color. Standards were
open and cupped with the stiff midrib keeping them firm. Look-
ing down into the center showed the lacy style arms, a pastel
circle in a huge round bed of Frances Brown’s.

AFTER IMAGE—(F. Brown ’68)—

Very broad, laced and ruffled cream-pink. Gold at the haft and
throat out of which comes the thick, golden yellow beard on falls
that seem to shimmer green and gold on pink. Must be seen to
be appreciated.

The “Barn”:

The most striking thing here was the huge clump of Loletta
Powell’'s CAROLINA HOPE, not especially for its differentness,
but for the fact that the plant was an enormous mass of blooms
while all the others had few flowers and most had not even
begun to bloom.

MISS ILLINI—(Varner ’66)—

Sharing the spotlight with KINGDOM, this, for color, was the
best deep, golden yellow imaginable. Plant was one year, so not
typical, but if vigor of growth is anything like flower form and
color, then this should be a future Dykes Medalist.

AVIS—(Varner 64)—

This had no fully open flowers but one bud was open enough to
be showing medium violet with attractive darker-textured vein-
ing, promising a real show the next day. Hoped to get back to
see it, but didn’t.

BURNING COALS—(Hager, reg. 67)—

Sooty, bitone ; maroon-red standards, maroon-black falls, bronze
beard. Very good flower form. One year plant not typical, but
flower is extremely good.

PUNCHLINE—(Plough ’68)—
If you like the vivid and contrasty colors, this will make you flip.
Looks like for once the picture in Plough’s catalog didn’t do
justice to the brilliance of it. One year plant not typical. See
Plough’s catalog for color description, I couldn’t begin to do it
justice.
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KOREAN KAPERS—(Powell, reg. ’67)—
Deep burgundy-black-purple on cream plicata. Very showy with
a bronze beard. Blossom huge and with good form and substance.

MULBERRY WINE—(Moldovan ’66)—

The STEARLING SILVER horizontal flare and substance but
in a brilliant mulberry color, and like STERLING SILVER, the
very top best.

MUSIC HALL—(Hamblen ’67)—
Most striking ruffled peaches and cream with a deep tangerine-
rose beard. A stand-out.

GENTLE PRESENCE—(F. Brown ’66)—

Domed, stiff standards of light amber-yellow and falls are a
very vivid medium violet, with a thick yellow beard. Substance,
heavy. Falls, good flare.

BUTTERFLY WALTZ—(F. Brown '66)—

Similar to, but more pastel, than Franke’s SUDDEN SPRING,
but very laced and ruffled. One year plant looked like a two-year
clump.

RICH REWARD—(E. Smith ’66)—
Rich golden yellow with a white blaze on the fall at the end of the
showy orange beard. Flower and plant good in all respects.

CONFECTION—(Babson ’67)—

Blue-orchid-violet with an intensification of orchid-rose at the
base of the standards. Falls have an attractive texture veining
down their length in darker blue-violet. Has the usual Babson
width of petal and strong substance.

40



AN UNEXPECTED GIFT FROM OUR GARDEN
Emily and Jimmie Hull

We have received a gift from our garden whose value
rivals the beauty of the garden in its most gorgeous bloom. In
order to explain how this gift developed, I'll have to explain
how our garden developed.

We have an “ell” shaped lot of about two acres at the
junction of two roads in the small village of Darlington in
northern Maryland. Some ten years ago my wife, Emily, decided
to start beautifying the corner lot and the side lot which were
vacant. The first flower bed was about 125 feet long, 5 feet
wide, and was planted mostly with annuals. The garden was
very colorful and prolific and I enjoyed it very much—for two
years. The third spring while I was working in the garden, I
noticed about a dozen “flags” planted. I “blew my top” because
Emily knew I hated those things. I had been mowing down
the ones that were around the house for years, trying to get rid
of them, and, of course, failing. It seems our son-in-law had
given Emily the rhizomes and she liked irises, so she planted
them. Well, it was her garden, but every time that spring
when I noticed the “coarse grass” growing in the flower bed, I
did a lot of grumbling.

I came home from work late one Saturday in late May
that year. I traveled a great deal then. Next morning, before
breakfast, I glanced out the kitchen window and actually
screamed. There in the garden were some of the largest and
most beautiful flowers I'd ever seen. There was a gold that
held one’s eyes almost hypnotically, a pale blue that made one
want to fondle it as if it were a baby, a white so pure and chaste
one didn’t dare touch it for fear of desecrating it, and a multi-
color that one studied for minutes at a time trying to decide
whether one liked it very much or disliked it very much. I
never could make up my mind about that one, but every time
I went to the garden it drew me back, so I guess I really liked it.

When I got over the shock and the thrill and the excitement
of those blooms I had to call my son-in-law and apologize, be-
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cause of course I had been kidding him all spring about what an
ungrateful double crossing rat he was for foisting that “trashy
grass” on my unsuspecting wife. When he finally got me to stop
raving about the wonderful flowers “I” had grown in “my”
garden, he invited me down to see his irises. I still remember
my reply, “You mean there are more kinds?”

Emily and I weren’t too long packing and we drove down
to Ches.ertown that evening. It took complete darkness and
some mosquitoes to drive me out of the garden where he had
about 70 or 80 iris clumps that were all different. I could never
have imagined anything so beautiful.

The next day Bob took us on a tour of the iris gardens of
Kent County, ending up at the never to be forgotten Fleur de
Lis Garden of Mrs. Esther Hillyer of Rock Hall. That completed
the infection of “Iris Virus” and my term of slavery began.
Shortly after returning home I located and “barged in” on
another irisarian and gardener of great talent, Mrs. Anna Swem.
Her assistance and teaching sort of jelled that Iris Virus into
a determination to have an iris garden. And so we started.

We began digging more beds and planting more irises and
digging more beds and planting more irises so that in a year or
two we had a sizable showing. It was at this time that we
noticed cars stopping and parking at the side of the road during
bloom time.

Emily and I began to feel embarrassed and a bit selfish,
so we decided to invite everyone into our garden so they could
enjoy irises as they should be enjoyed—at close range. When the
decision was made we felt better.

I made and erected signs for both roads announcing that
visitors were welcome. We telephoned people we knew who had
flower gardens but did not grow irises urging them to come, and
asking them to invite their friends. Each year we sent 50 post
cards to friends and acquaintances in order to increase the num-
ber of visitors. We contacted local garden clubs and this we did
early so they could discuss the matter at their meetings and
‘arrange a group-visit if they so desired.
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For the past three years I have placed an invitation in the
jargest county newspaper. This may seem expensive, but
fourteen dollars could not begin to pay for the wonderful time
I had racing with a 90 year old grandmother through the garden
this year. She will never be old. Her droll humor, her quick
perception, her eagle eye for detail and her great love of beauty
made her a delight to be with, and an honor to know. When she
thanked me for her visit I was on “cloud nine”.

This is the unexpected gift our iris garden has given us.
The feeling we get from the joy others receive from our irises
can only be topped by the beauty of Lady Iris herself.

We now average about 500 visitors a year. People from 50
miles away are daily occurrences. One couple from Virginia,
well over 100 miles away, have come every year for the past four
years and every year have brought a different couple with them.
When that couple thanks me for their visit I know how much
it means to them.

There are still further benefits. A very large number of
people are growing irises now that never grew them before.
Many people who grew some of the older irises are now upgrad-
ing their selection with the newer irises.

In addition, eight local visitors have joined the AIS in the
past two years, as well as four from out of state. Many AIS
members feel they live too far from their Chapter headquarters
to take an active part in AIS affairs. Well, here is a project
available to everyone which is bound to help irisdom, and is
certain to bring more joy and satisfaction than any other job
in the AIS.
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RESULTS OF THE TWENTY-NINTH
OFFICIAL SYMPOSIUM — A. 1. S. — REGION 4, 1968
Frank Sherrill, R.V.P.

Name of Iris
Rippling Waters
Christmas Time
Stepping Out
Winter Olympics
Pacific Panorama
Radiant Apogee
Celestial Snow
Kingdom
Denver Mint
Henry Shaw
Blue Sapphire
Edenite
Gingersnap
One Desire
Prince Indigo
Whole Cloth
Sterling Silver
Music Maker
Amethyst Flame
Amigo’s Guitar
Licorice Stick
Christmas Angel
Fluted Haven
Java Dove
Ultrapoise
Wild Ginger
Black Swan
Blue Baron
Chinese Coral
Esther Fay
Gypsy Lullaby
Laurie
Lilac Champagne
Olympic Torch
Orange Chariot
Orange Parade
Ribbon Round
Rococo
Skywatch
Eleanor’s Pride
High Above
Indiglow

~-Melodrama

Pretty Carol
Rainbow Gold

No. Votes Place
21 13
20
20
20

11 14

15
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Name of Iris
Babbling Brook
Camelot Rose
Champagne Music
Congo Song
Diplomacy
Ecru Lace
First Violet
Irish Lullaby
Jet Fire
Mahalo
Martel
May Melody
Milestone
Orchid Brocade
Pinnacle
Tea Apron
Violet Harmony
Arctic Fury
Commentary
Ever and Ever
Frost and Flame
Mary Randall
Pipes of Pan
Triton
Trudy
Wayward Wind
Blazing Violet
Blue Petticoats
Bon Vivant
Cap’t. Gallant
Carolina Ruby
Cayenne Capers
Ceramic Blue
Cocktail Time
Court Ballet
Cross Country
Easy Street
Glittering Amber
Happy Birthday
Limelight
Lunar Fire
Moon River
Night Song
Radiant Light
Rainbow Valley

No. Votes
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NEWS OF THE CHAPTERS

SOUTHERN WEST VIRGINIA CHAPTER
Thelma Ryan Conley

The month of May for the So. W. Va. Chapter was indeed a
merry one. Peak bloom had passed before the rains which damp-
ened the Regional at Lewisburg arrived.

The Kanawha Garden Council sponsored their annual city-
wide flower show on May 7 and 8th. The chapter responded to
their invitation to participate with an educational display on the
growth and culture of iris and an exhibition bloom show. In con-
nection with this exhibit the chapter sponsored an art contest
offering cash awards for the best watercolors featuring iris. The
Charleston Art Gallery displayed the paintings throughout our
bloom season. Our efforts won us the green rosette for the best
educational exhibit in horticulture.

The Sunrise Iris Garden was in full bloom May 17 and 18th
An estimated 2000 people went through on Sunday afternoon.
Earl and Goldie Browder opened their garden to the public as did
Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Barton. Orders were taken for rhizomes to
be delivered at Sunrise in Charleston, W. Va., on July 13th, our
auction date.

The last week of May found seventeen So. W. Va. Chapter
members at Lewisburg. Judges’ Training School, garden tours,
chapter meetmgs and the banquet were attended with pleasure
between rain showers.

The May chapter meeting was held Saturday afternoon in
the lobby of the General Lewis Motor Inn. Plans were formulated
for our auction and the planting of a new bed of iris at Sunrise.
Each member was asked to purchase a new introduction to be
grown for three years at our public garden. This will bring the
newer iris before the public and also up date the iris we offer at
auction time.

Mr. Earl T. Browder, our Chapter Chairman, asked that our
chapter make an all out effort to increase membership. “Every
member get a member” is our goal.
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Yes, May was a merry month and a busy one for us. We are
already looking forward to the next one.

MARYDEL CHAPTER
Kathryn Van Dexter

The Marydel Chapter held an Iris Exhibit on Wednesday
afternoon, May 22 in the American Legion Home on Dover
Street, in Easton, Maryland from 1 to 4 P. M. We had 60 var-
ieties of Tall Bearded Irises on display and also all the Dykes
except WINTER OLYMPICS. These were arranged as to years
the Medal was won. There were 12 arrangements of Tall Bearded
Irises. Also displayed were Dutch Irises. The Hall was decorated
with rhododendron, laurel and deep pink azaleas.

This exhibit was free. We drew names of people attending
for door prizes. Nine of these prizes were iris rhizomes to be
sent at digging time. They were: FIRE CHIEF, EDENITE,
GOLDEN YEARS, ROCOCO, RUFFLED IMP, BLUE
BARON, RIPPLING WATERS, PINK PRAIRIE and RUBY
MINE. We served cookies and punch and had 45 people to visit
us in the three hours. We all had fun putting this exhibit on.

On June 10, we had a luncheon meeting at the Easton Manor
to arrange for our Auction which we will hold on The Episcopal
Cathedral Green, Goldboro St., at Easton on July 13 (Saturday)
starting at 1 P. M.

RICHMOND CHAPTER
Rena Crumpler

~ As we go to press, I have not as yet received any details on
the reactivation of the Richmond Chapter. I do know that they
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have organized and that the Regional Board has approved the
action.

This new group deserves the congratulations and the good
wishes of all of us. In the name of the region, NEWCAST says,
“WELCOME”. We are happy to have you and we will expect
to read all about you in our next issue.

Rena Crumpler

FRANCIS SCOTT KEY CHAPTER
Maynard E. Harp

Many thanks to all those who cooperated for a wonderful
Chapter Spring Luncheon-Meeting on March 30th. Thirty-four
attended. Harold Carr’s illustrated talk on Culture of the Tall
Bearded was very well received. The committee reports were ex-
cellent, and right to the point. Tom Ford’s screen pictures of the
very earliest miniature species were beautiful and informative.
Earl Browder’s address was a wealth of information and experi-
ences.

There were numerous verbal reports of satisfaction with the
meeting. Letters and phone calls were received from some who
could not attend. And letters from several who did attend, such
as the one from Al Thimsen. He said “Louise and I want to thank
you and the rest of the Chapter for inviting us to be at your
meeting. It was the nicest thing that has happened to us in a
very long time. I work for a large envelope company and will be
mailing you a box of self sealing envelopes. I hope these will be
useful in carrying on your Chapter business.” Thanks Al. Your
envelopes are carrying this mailing.

Alice Fargo wrote, “I certainly did enjoy the luncheon and
the talk on Iris.” Tom Ford sent a letter about the meeting saying
“It really did go just great. Enjoyed every part of it.”
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Earl Browder, our guest speaker, wrote two letters. From
one I quote two of the paragraphs: “I enclose herewith a letter
you may want to read at a chapter meeting. The letter is a sincere
attempt to try to thank the Francis Scott Key Chapter. It was
a wonderful week-end, Maynard. From the minute we spied Mrs,
Harp and yourself at the airport, until long after we were home.
I do not know a minute of it that we would change or delete
from memory.”

A LAST CALL AND AN AWARD ANNOUNCEMENT

In the same breath that we give the last call for seedlings
for the 1969 Annual Region 4 Convention, we wish to announce
that award certificates will be given to four seedlings in the
Exhibition Seedling Garden in Skyesville.

The first two certificates will be given as a result of voting
by all the members attending the meeting—one certificate to
the seedling receiving the greatest number of votes, the other
to its runner-up.

The second two certificates will be Judges’ Choice Awards
given, one to the seedling receiving the highest number of judges’
votes, the other to its runner-up.

We wish to mention again the excellent possibility of re-
ceiving an AIS High Commendation if your seedling receives
five or more votes by attending judges.

Numerous seedling irises have been received, but Harold
Carr, who has the Exhibition Seedling Garden at Sykesville,
Maryland, says he has plenty of space for more—so we urge you
to “get 'em in.” They should be sent directly to:

Mr. Harold F. Carr
Oklahoma Road,

Rt. 1, Box 278

Sykesville, Maryland. 21784
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