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At the 1966 National Convention in Newark Joe talks with Cliff Benson . 

JOSEPH E. LYNN, JR. 

l mrncdiately prior to the Region 4 Convention in Charlotte, the 
Blue Ridge ChapLr lust one of its most beloved and valuable members. 
Many of you were aware , along with us, of the brave fight he waged 
against debility for these many months. Yet he bravely carried his warm, 
familiar smile as of old, and refused to indulge in any self-pity. 

A former Chapter Chairman, Regional Auction Chairman and our 
Blue Ridge auctioneer, Joe was friends with all members and generated 
good feelings wherever he went. He added much to the warmth of any 
gathering, along with Carrie, his beloved helpmate. 

The writer's favorite memory of J oc is of him seated at the piano, 
playing with great delight in his easy, popular style, which belied any 
difficulty that might exist in his art. Another is of leading a sing-song 
on a Convention bus. His enthusiasm allowed no one to shirk from 
raising· the voice in song. 

A limited amount of hybridizing accompanied Joe's culture of irises. 
In 1969 he introduced PO TING, a yel1 ow bi-color issued from a cross 
of WHOLE CLOTH and PERSONALITY PLUS. 

vVe arc grateful to have had Joseph Lynn in our Blue Ridge Chapter 
and will remember him with continuing affection. Our sincere sympathy 
to his widow, Carrie, and to the many other members of his family 
whom he often brought along to enjoy our tours, auctions and conven
tions. 

Lloyd Z urbrigg 
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REGION 4, AIS JUDGES, 1971 

MARYLAND 

G Mrs. Paul Hoffmeister Box 462, Neavitt, Md. 21652 

Note: Mrs. Hoffmeister's name shauld have appeared on the 
roster of judges in the April, 1971 issue of NEWSCAST. 
She, (Jean) is a transfer to Region 4 from Region 19, 
as is her husband, Paul. See notice elsewhere in NEWS-
CAST of their work with Median Irises. Ed. 

EDITOR'S PAGE 

Iris season '71 ! What a mixtm;e of joy and sorrow; of thrill
ing moments and moments of bone weariness. Joy--our bloom 
season lasted for six weeks (10 weeks including the medians) and 
was near perfection. We also had the pleasure of seeing many 
friends in the garden and at the Regional meeting and Norfolk 
Mini-tour. Sorrow- the loss of our dear Joe Lynn, so talented, 
so sensitive to the moods of others, so gay with that delicious 
off-beat sense of humor; a tragedy which affected me personally 
as few things have. 

Ours was luckier than most gardens throughout a wide area. 
Of course, we are singularly well protected but I think there are 
other reasons too. I usually reset much earlier than most, the 
plants are mulched summer and winter and watered whenever 
they need it. The small garden area makes this possible. There 
are problems inherent in growing so much in such a small space, 
but nothing serious-just more work. 

In many gardens, dry weather last fall kept the plants from 
getting well established. This meant that newly set plants were 
tossed out of the ground by freezing and thawing. Coupled wi1:'h 
low temperatures late in the spring, irises were badly damaged 
and stunted. This summer, more than for a long time, I have 
heard complaints of severe root deterioration. With our high 
temperatures and high humidity and more than usual rainfall, 
the weakened rhizomes have had a hard time with rot. 
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I would recommend lifting any plant which is not growing 
vigorously, cutting foliage to six or eight inches, dipping off 
damaged roots, pruning any roots that are left to three inches 
and paring off any portion of rhizome which seems soft or 
withered. This would seem to be needed to stimulate growth. 
Then, enriching the soil with compost, planting back rhizome 
and keeping the plant watered. A little Rootone, dusted on before 
planting or used in solution to water the plant might help. I 
also think that a light mulch is almost a necessity although 
many of you won't agree. But, do try it on your damaged plants 
even tho:igh you don't intend to make a practice of using it. 

The irises purchased by the Region and distributed to the 
chapters for auction seem to have gone over with a bang, al
though I do not have the complete report to give you at this 
time. Our RVP has requested that I buy the irises again this 
year and the Regional Board has authorized $150.00 for this pur
pose. We have already secured three lovelies. These irises will 
be grown by Dr. Roy Epperson, Chairman, Convention '72, 
hoping that many of you may have a chance to see them bloom 
next year at convention time. 

RENA 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR RVP 

This NEWSCAST is late-several weeks late-for which I 
accept full responsibility. The delay is a result of my desire to 
secure additional information and data, and to form a better 
perspective of the Regional problems, objectives, and plans. 
Some of these matters I would like to bring to your attention 
in this message. 

FINANCES: At this season of the year Region 4 funds 
always hit a low water mark. The disturbing fact is that this 
year's balance is less than last years, as was last year's balance 
below the preceding year. Slowly, but surely, the treasury of 
Region 4 is being depleted of funds. Expenses have increased, 
as might be expected, but the big difference occurs in the receipts, 
particularly the contributions made by the various Chapters. In 
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the early sixties, following the formation of a regional .organi
zation, the North Carolina group provided practically all of the 
funds for regional operation. These early auctions were very 
successful and the entire proceeds were turned over to the 
regional treasurer. Subsequently, the Executive Board recom
mended that all chapters endeaver to hold an annual iris auction 
and it was suggested that the proceeds be divided 75% to the 
Region and 25% to the Chapter. Under this arrangement the 
financial structure of the Region remained sound, principally 
b-ecause a few chapters with successful auctions were contribut
ing proportionately higher amounts while other chapters were 
contributing little or nothing. Several years back the Executive 
Board proposed an assessment of $3.00 per member against each 
of the Chapters. While this resulted in bringing in additional 
funds from some .of the chapters, it also vesulted in others ad
justing their normal contribution downward to the assessment 
figure of $3. per member. The losses exceeded the. gains. I pro
pose to the membership, and particularly to the officers of each 
chapter, that they consider 'the $3. per member figure as a sug
gested contribution and that, wherever possible, they return to 
the percentage distribution of auction funds. It should be recog
nized that some chapters are supporting local projects that may 
require that they retain more than the usual 25%. It s•hould also 
be recognized that it is difficult for a chapter to make a contri
bution in the year in which they are host to the Regional Con
vention. 

The matter .of finances will be thoroughly aired at the 
Executive Board meeting in October. Chapters are urged to send 
their contributions to the Regional Treasurer, Mr. B. J. Brown, 
Rt. 3, Box 327-D, Charlotte, N. C., b-efore September 30, 1971, 
so we may have an up to date tally at this Board meeting. 

MEMBERSHIP: Region 4, with 459 members, ranks second 
among the 24 regions making up the American Iris Society. We 
are topped. only by Region 18 comprising the States of Kansas 
and Missouri, who had 68 more members than Region 4 at the 
last tally. We shall be first. Your Membership Chairman will be 
in ;contact with chapter officers at a later date in regard to a 
membership campaign. In the meantime, I have some pretty 
strong feelings regarding membership that I would like to share 
with you. First; where circumstances permit, let's eliminate the 
single membership and convert to family membership. If you 
can't get $1.50 from that guy or gal across the table, put it up 
yourself and get your spouse on the AIS rolls. Increasingly larger 
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numbers .of former non-irisarians have been attending the Chap
ter and Regional, and even the National meetings with husband 
or wife and, almost without exception, enjoying the fellowship 
and, in many cases, actually learning to have a great appreciation 
for the flower, IRIS. Secondly; let's keep the members we have 
by a wider recognition of their existence, by getting them in
volved in chapter activities, and by encouraging them to attend 
the chapter and regional meetings. Thirdly; welcome each and 
every new member into your ·Chapter, a telephone call, a note of 
welcome, a friendly visit, or a gift .of iris from your garden. Surely 
you could spare one rhyzome from your garden for each new 
member that comes into the chapter. A word of caution here
please don't offer iris as an inducement to membership. Any 
individual who requires this kind of inducement is hardly worth 
having on our membership roll. 

REGIONAL TEST GARDEN: After several years of 
consciencious, but yet futile effort to construct and maintain a 
Regional Test Garden in a permanent location, your Executive 
Board decided to rotate these gardens to correspond with the 
Annual meeting or Convention. Successful test gardens were 
developed and exhibited at the Regional Convention at Balti
more, Md. in 1969, in Roanoke, Virginia, in 1970, and in Char
lotte, N. C., in 1971. The test garden developed for the Eastern 
N. C. Regional meeting in 1972 promises to surpass either of its 
predecessors. While a good beginning has been made, there is 
much yet to be done. This will require cooperation, dedication, 
careful planning, meticulous execution and just plain hard work. 
Join with me in a concerted effort to make the Region 4 Test 
Garden program a model of AIS. 

We need accredited judges, at least five, who will agree to 
visit the Regional Test Garden in Mary Nifong's garden in Ker
nersville, N. C., at least three times during the 1972 bloom sea
son, for the purpose of evaluating the plantings and casting their 
votes .for th·ose seedlings considered worthy of such recognition. 

The Region 4 •hybridizers have not, in the past, received the 
recognition due their efforts and accomplishments and this must 
be corrected. Furthermore, once it is demonstrated that a suf
ficient number of judges are viewing the seedlings in our test 
garden and are casting their ballots for these seedlings, it is 
inevitable that the hybridizers and growers throughout the 
nation, as well as the regional ·hybridizers will be anxious to 
place their better seedlings in Region 4'Test Gardens. 
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COMMITTEES: In front of this NEWSCAST, you will 
find a list of your newly elected officers who assumed their 
duties on August 1, 1971. The Committee Chairmen listed in 
these pages are the same who have been serving during the pre
vious year. There will be a few changes. in Committee Chairmen, 
but, for the most part, we would like to .continue with the same 
Chairmen who have served in these capacities so very well in 
the past. However, we do not want any inactive committees, so 
I am asking through this message that each Chairmen advise me 

. whether or not he will have the time, the desire and the dedi
ca:tion to aggressively pursue his committee activities during the 
coming year. 

PHILOSOPHY: You, the individual member, the local 
member, the local chapter, the regional organization, and the 
national society are all an integral part of AIS and one icannot 
survive without the other. 

There is much else that I would like to discuss with you, 
such as Judges' Training, Youth activities, NEWSCAST pub
lication, auctions, etc., etc., etc., but these must await another 
time. 

In reading previous messages of this Region and other 
Regions, I find that gre·etings and salutations are much in order, 
especially in opening remarks, I give you mine as a closing re-
mark- · 

Hi, and thanks for listening. 

BILL 
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NEW MEMBERS-WELCOME TO REGION 4 

BLUE RIDGE: 

Mrs. Leroy Foltz, Box 418, Penn Laird, Va. 22846 

C. & P. 
Mrs. John D. Barry, V-322-201 Eye St. S. W., · 

Washington, D. C. 20024 
V. L. and Mrs. Bessie Beggs, Rt. 2, Leesburg, Va. 22075 
Mrs. Mary A. Graves, P. 0. Box 1073, Alexandria, Va. 22313 
Y-Miss Juliet Holman, 11401 Montgomery R., 

Beltsville, Md. 20705 
Mrs. Sidney W. Keller, Box 124, Taneytown, Md. 21787 
Mr. J os'eph F. Metzger, 1873 A. Glick Pl., 

Frederick, Md. 21701 

F. S. K. 
Mrs. John S. Dempster, Jr., 7909 Ruxway Dr., 

Ruxton, Md. 21204 

E.N.C. 
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Grigg, Jr., 4908 Auburn Rd., 

Raleigh, N. C. 27609 . 
Mr. Harold Upchurch, 323 E. Trinity A., 

Durham, N. C. 27701 
Mrs. Katherine B. Gilbreath, 803 Roosevelt A., 

Plymouth, N.C. 26962 (Renewal after 2 yr. lapse) 

W. N. C. 
Mrs. Thomas G. Johnson, 29 Devonshire A., 

Asheville, N. C. 28803 

C. W. VA. 
Mrs. Lee Ullery, Rt. 1, Box 286, Morgantown, W. Va. 26505 

S.W.VA. 
Y-Miss Cathy Duffield, 97 E. 31st St., Nitro, W. Va. 25143 
Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Voress, 1738 Louden Hgts. Rd. 

Charleston, W. Va. 25314 

ROBERTA McMULLIN 

Membership· Chairman 
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CONVENTION CAPERS IN CAROLINA 
Ann Dasch 

Seventy irisarians registered for the 1971 Region 4 Meeting 
in Charlotte, North Carolina, May 6th through 8th. The efforts 
of B. J. and Frances Brown, Mrs. Ethel Helms, Mrs. Miles Far
rar, Mrs. Robert Griffin, Mrs. Arch Wakefield and others insured 
that the visitors .could "Have Fun in Seventy-one." This writer 
certainly did, and her personal opinions follow. Starting at the 
beginning ... 

Jetting down from Baltimore to Charlotte on Thursday 
evening, we arrived at Convention Headquarters-a lovely Ram
ada Inn-to find ourselves in the midst of the action. The "we" 
ref.erred to Robin Ellinwood and myself. Robin is the first of 
the F. S. Key Kids to go conventioning. 

Registrations on Thursday were handled by former RVP 
Frank Sherrill, who was hospita1ized the next day (we wish you 
well, Mr. S.) Many Judges' Training students had arrived in 
time to help prepare for the Charlotte Iris Society's annual iris 
show. This tradition dates back we understand, to 1948, and the 
show was certainly an integral part of the Convention. Held this 
year at South Park Shopping Mall, one of the largest shopping 
c-enters in the East, the show attracted much attention from 
passers-by even before it was officially open at 1 p.m. on Friday. 

South Park offers a most impressive show setting, with its 
spacious immaculate mall, dotted with redwood benches and 
surrounded by a dynamic array of department stores and sp·ecial
ty shops. This writer nursed two desires then; titne to explore 
those inviting stores, and track shoes to facilitate helping with 
show preparations! 

At any rate, regional irisarians scurried to help classify, 
place, and do other show necessities for the 47 Horticulture · 
Classes. Two Educational Exhibits were displayed: Margaret 
Zurbrigg's atttactive poster illustrated color patterns in irises, 
my own showed the steps toward enjoying irises. 

Seven classes of Artistic Arrangements were well displayed 
in a series of elevated niches. Class V, invitational to garden club 
judges, displayed the extraordinary quality expected from these 
experienced exhibitors. The "men only" class was delightful, as 
well. Of special interest was the junior .class, with arrangements 
from a local garden club group of youngsters advised by Mrs. 
Graem Yates. The class contained a high calibre of entries that 
would have done credit to adult exhibitors. 
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The Artistic Division was judged by Federated Garden Club 
Judges, and the winners included Mrs. Tom Burnett .of th·e 
Sardiswood Garden Club who entered the Best Arrangement of 
Show and Shawn Payne, who was awarded a special artistic 
rosette as well as the blue in the junior class. 

· In the Horticulture Sections, AIS trainees derked for three 
panels of experienced judges, which included Dr. Irwin Conroe, 
Mr. John Dughi, Rev. Paul Folkers, Mrs. Don Parham, .Rev. R. 
L. Alexander, Mrs. Hunt Nenon and Mrs. F. AUen Brown. They 
were apprenticed by Mrs. Celeste Cox, Mrs. Alice Miller and 
Mrs. Evelyn Dughi. 

The Queen of. the Show was JILBY as exhibited by Mrs. 
W. D. Collins of Edgemore, South Carolina. A Special Award 
for dwarf irises went to Dr. Lloyd Zurbrigg's entry of HONEY 
TALK. Lloyd also garnered the Sweepstakes Rosette for the 
most blue ribbons (and a Silver Medal Certificate), followed by 
Mrs. John E. Broskie of Charlotte who won the Bronze Medal 
Certificate for the second highest number of blues. 

Judges' Training Class had a morning session for beginning 
students, with various aspects of showmanship taught by J. T. 
Chairman, Fred Stephenson. The afternoon session, with a 
combining of several groups of students, was led by Mrs. Rena 
Crumpler. Rena stressed grooming, as well as the selection and 
evaluation of specimen stalks. She listed the need for a know
ledge of AIS judging standards, familiarity with a wide range of 
varieties and objectivity to. shut out prejudices in color and form 
as essential judging tools. The "reasonableness of your actions 
should be apparent" to the public, she added. 

Point scoring, stated Rena, is an "imperfect technique used 
as a guideline for beginners." The experienced judge uses know
ledge and common sense after learning techniques ·and can only 
depend upon his best judgement, since few are "cut and dried" 
situations. 

Following the Board Meeting, and after dining in various 
local l:'estaurants, the conventioneers reassembled at South Park 
to enjoy the show and then proceeded to the Ramada Inn for an 
informal reception, relaxing with punch, cookies and conver
sation. 

As the Convention Headquarters and the showplace were 
a considerable distance apart, this writer was delighted to peruse 
the city of Charlotte. Tingling cleanliness, spaciousness and a 
burst of modern growth made it most impr~ssive. The inner city 

11 



had a mellow warmth and the suburbs had lovely homes set 
upon much, much larger lots than we see in the Baltimore area. 
The extensive plantings of Willow Oaks drew much comment 
from the visitors. Many major arteries were studded with lights 
that flashed a warning at any vehicle exceeding the speed limit
they plan to insure a reasonable pace of Southern Living! 

Another Youth Member had registered at Headquarters, 
Ricky Walker of Richmond. He was often in the company of 
John Mays, who is certainly an enthusiastic young irisarian. 
John admits that he belongs to twelv,e robins and directs one. 
It was encouraging to see young AIS members taking part in 
Convention activities. Robin Ellinwood even attended Judges 
Training Class. Possibly this action generation enjoyed them
selves even more than the oldsters: they had energy left to enjoy 
the motel's swimming pool while the rest of us were happy to 
collapse at the end of the day I 

Saturday dawned all too '.early, and we dressed for an early 
morning thunderstorm. The drizzle and chill continu·ed as we 
paraded through the exquisite Van Landingham house and 
gardens. A recent donation to the local branch of the University 
of N. C., the home is a treasure trove and the curving lines of the 
garden displayed a collection of rhododendrons and other plants. 
A few irises were spotted and rumor has it that local irisarians 
have big plans for the future he~e. 

B. J. and Fran:ces Brown planned well, and the sun split the 
clouds just as the buses arrived at their "Pod and Pollen Gar
dens." Those of us who tend tiny suburban plots stared in envy 
at the broad fields lined with iris beds. The greenhouse was 
manned-girled ?-by three attractive young ladies serving re
freshments. LADY OF LOUDOUN put on a spectacular show 
of flared grace here, as did the exciting MARICOPA. 

The Regional Test Gardens stalked at "Pod and Pollen", but 
on May 8th, few seedlings had openned. A stalwart white
ground plicata stood next to a well-formed rich purple, but the 
show was stolen by Loleta Powell's 4A-71-10, a ruffled gold and 
violet variagata of border height that won the Adelaide Stephen
son Bowl with most votes from viewers. Of the 38 seedlings 
planted, thirty-four were to bloom during May, but the majority 
of the youngsters were recalcitrant at this point. 

Lunch, at the modern Steele Creek Presbyterian Church, 
was a buffet of gargantuan proportions. A local ladies' club 
smothered conventioneers with an array of homecooked foods-
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incredibly delectable and super-ample. 'Twas, frankly, the best 
meal this correspondent has enjoyed at any convention, and 
others must have agreed . . a vast percentage of plates even 
carried triple desserts ! 

Another treat followed a longish bus ride, as the group 
arrived at Mrs. Ethel Helms' "Country Gardens" near Monroe. 
Faultless landscaping blended the gamut of trees and' shrubbery 
with miniature deserts to display Ethel's cactus collections. 
Our hostess displayed her callouses when asked if she was the 
gardener here, but a great deal of talent as well as physical labor 
obviously came from those hands. 

And irises! Shade-dappled or sun-sparkled, they lul'ed the 
viewers from vista to vista. REDENYELLA, with its contrasty 
pizzaz on good form fascinated this writer ... a must for any 
novelty-fancier. 

Earlier in the day, a rhizome drawing had been held on 
each bus, and at this garden Mrs. Helms awarded many pots of 
"Hen and Chicles." 

The climax of the day was the banquet in a royal blue and 
cream room at the Ramada. After dinner, Frances Brown thank
ed those who had help·ed with the convention and welcomed con
ventioneers with "so good to have you." B. J. Brown took' the 
rostrum to announce show winners and reported that a tabula
tion of votes from the garden tour named George Crossman's 
LADY OF LOUDOUN as the best iris seen. The best Out of 
Region Seedlings was Keppel's 64-60 B and Mrs. Powell's rich 
vadegata won the Adelaide Stephenson Bowl as mentioned 
earlier in this article. 

Rena Crumpler, chairman of the Nominating Committee, 
presented the following slate which was unanimously elected: 
Regional Vice President-Mr. William Kelley, Assistant Re
gional Vice President-Dr. Anne Lee, Secretary-Mrs. William 
Barr, Treasurer-Mr. B. J. Brown, Parliamentarian-Col. Jack 
Truddl, Historian-Mrs. Henry Purdy. 

Frances Brown then distributed prizes whkh included iris 
glassware, flower arranging supplies and boxwoods, as well as 
twenty-nine rhizomes from the Brown and Helms gardens. Slips 
for such popular recent varieties as NIGH'.J' HERON, MARICO
PA, BLACK BART and others were handed out. 
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Roy Epperson of the Eastern North Carolina Chapter de
scribed plans for the 1972 Regional Meetings and invited every
one to attend the festivities in the "Golden Trangle" area. 

The Guest Speaker, Dr. Irwin Conroe of Slingerlands, New 
York, former Professor and Dean at Alfred University, educator, 
poet, and eminent irisarian was introduced. 

Delightfully humorous, Dr. Conroe stated that when he 
asked what to talk about, he was told "about twenty minutes." 
He added that he had been frustrated in his attempts to express 
his appreciation for "such a good time" in Charlotte. After lead
ing his audience in singing "Let Me Call You Sweetheart" to 
thank the convention hosts, Dr. Conroe related a series of comic 
anecdotes and brief poetry readings. 

In a more serious vein, he discussed the history of the iris, 
leading from ancient Epypt through Europe and S. E. Asia, 
with references to the Bible, ·16th .century British writings, the 
royal symbol of Clovis in 481 a.d. and the Egyptian "auk." One 
of the most ancient of flowers, the iris has been widely popular, 
since an iris can be found "that will grow almost anywhere." 

A survey of early species, often named for the country from 
which they came, led to .comments on the tremendous strides of 
hybridizers during the past forty years. The bloom seasons, 
patterns, and colors led Dr. Conroe to state that the iris now has 
"every color of the rainbow and some that. the rainbow doesn't 
know." 

Culturally; the hardiness of the iris is commendable. Individ
ual traits are interesting, including the fact that some recalcitrant 
irises can be shocked into bloom by transplanting. And trans
planting, he added, can be done at almost any time of the year, 
according to his experiences. Mulches and diseases were also 
covered briefly. 

"The theraputic value of gardening is easily comprehen
sible," stated Dr. Conroe, and "Irises, unlike our ·human friends, 
ask little and give much." He added, "You don't have to be crazy 
to be an irisarian, but it helps some." 

Dr. Conroe's delightful presentation ended with the reading 
of one of his poems. Frances Brown officially closed the me-eting, 
and a standing ovation from the audience showed its appreci
ation to the Western North Carolina Chapter and all involved in 
making it possible for Region 4 irisarians to "Have Fun in 
Seventy-one. 
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MINUTES-EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Executice Board of Region 4, American Iris Society, 
met at the Ramada Inn, Charlotte, N. C. on May 7, 1971. Twenty
three members were present. 

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved, and a 
written report of the treasurer was handed to each member 
prese~t. 

Mr. Kelley pointed out that there is a downward trend in 
money received by the region's treasurer from the various 
chapters. As the. assessment of $3.00 per member ·Cannot be en
forced, he asked for suggestions to remedy the declining funds. 
Mrs. Crumpler added that auctions still seem . to be the best 
means of fund raising, and that the local chapters do not need 
a surplus or build-up of funds. No action was taken, but it was 
agreed that all chapters should conscientiously giv.e all money 
possible. 

Dr. Anne Lee, Parliamentarian, said she had received some 
bylaws from individual chapters, some of which seemed too 
wordy, and that she had done no revision to date. The matter of 
bylaws is still pending and nothing is ready for printing at 
this time. 

Mrs. Crumpler, Newscast Editor, said she needed contri
butions. She also apologized that the name of B. J. Brown, 
treasurer-nominee, had been left off the list of nominations in 
the April Newscast. She added that the Newscast is the means of 
communication within the Region, is published for the benefit 
.of the various chapters, and is what local chapters are responsible 
for supporting. Mr. Kelley commended Mrs. Crumpler for the 
quality of the Newscast. 

Mr. Browder, Conventions Chairman, announced the follow
ing schedule of Region 4 Conventions: 1972, Eastern North 
Carolina; 1973, Chesapeake and Potomac; and 1974, Richmond. 

Mr. Fred Stephenson, Judges' Training Chairman, reported 
on the Judges' Training Class at Charlotte. As the American 
Iris Society is stressing upgrading our judging program, Mr. 
Stephenson asked that Region 4 take steps to comply. He re
commended that the RVP institute sending out report forms on 
which each judge gives account of his or her activities. This 
would enable the RVP to make a more intelligent decision .on 
his recommendation for reappointment. He further recommended 
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that basic judges' training be dropped as a part of the regional 
meeting and that such basic training be offered through the 
local chapters. No motion was ma.de on these recommendations 
but the matter is to be taken under consideration. 

A written report from Mrs. Roberta McMullin showed a 
membership of 432 as of May 1, 1971. This figure includes 27 
youth members. 

Reports were received briefly from Mrs. Judith McLeod, 
Robins Chairman; Mrs. Rena Kizziar, Medians chairman; and 
Dr. Lloyd Zurbrigg, Reblooming Iris chairman. Dr. Zurbrigg 
also reported on the Richmond show last :fall. Mrs. Maynard 
Harp gave her report as Landscape Iris chairman, as did Mrs. 
Ann Dasch, Youth chairman, and Dr. Frank Figge, Photo
graphy chairman. 

Reports were received from Chapter chairmen as follows:. 
Blue Ridge, Marydel, Southern West Virginia, Norfolk (writ
ten), Western North Carolina, Eastern North Carolina, Central 
West Virginia, Chesapeake and Potomac, F. S. Key, and Rich
mond. 

In the line of new business, Mr. Maynard Harp made the 
following motion: "That th-e Treasurer of Region 4, AIS, be 
authorized by the board to draw a check ea.ch year for the regis
tration Fees of the Regional Vice President and his/her spouse, 
to th·e annual National convention of th~ American Iris Society." 
The motion was seconded and carried with .only one dissenting 
vote, that of the present RVP. 

Mr. Kelley, Regional Vice President, asked the confidence 
of the Board to authorize purchase of new irises for regional 
auctions. A motion was made, seconded and carried that the 
RVP be authorized to purchase irises not to ex.ceed $150.00 to 
be placed in Regional auctions. 

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourn
ed. 

FRANCES D. BROWN 
Secretary 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

REGION 4 - AIS 

May 7, 1971 

Bank Balance 10-25-70 

Receipts 

Region 4 Account 

Dues - Marydel Chapter, 10-30-70 $ 57.00 

Receipts Collected for Expenses at 
Ri:chmond, Va., for Regional Fall Iris 
Show and Board Meeting, 11-10-70 329.75 

Refund-Maynard E. Harp .for 
Booklets "What EYery Iris Grower 
Should Know," 11-10-70 10.00 

Payment for Ads-April 1971 Newscast: 
George I. Crossman, Eugene S. Burger, 
Frederick G. Stephenson, Rena M. 
Crumpler (for Mrs. F. Allen Brown), 
3-1-71 51.75 

Newscast Subscription-Mrs. Sven I. 
Thoolen 

Transfer to Checking Account - -
Investment Savings Certificate No. 
12007, Charleston National Bank, 
5-4-71 ($500 Principal plus 
$38.72 Interest) 

Sub-Total Region 4 Account 

Judges Training Account 

Balance of Funds-Judges Training 
Program, as of 10-31-70 

Income-Judges Training Committee, 
Nov. 1970 

Sub-Total Judges Training Account 

Total Receipts plus Bank Balance, 5-7-71 
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3.00 

538.72 

119.38 

7.55 

$ 740.18 

990.22 

126.93 

$1,857.33 



Disbursements 

Region 4 Account 

Executive Motor Hotel-Expenses for 
Regional Fall Iris Show and Board 
Meeting, 11-7-70 (Refer Item 2, 
Receipts) $ 342.64 

Mrs. Anne Dasch-Expenses for 
Youth Program, 11-3-70 

December Newscast-Printing
Walters Printing Company, 2-10-71 

Tapes-American Iris Society, 1-14-71 
Mr. Tom Ford-Expenses, Telephone 

and Duplicating, 1-14-71 

Dr. Clarke Cosgrove-3 Medals for Fall 
Iris Show, 2- 12-71 (Refer Letter 

7.53 

398.00 

3.91 

20.78 

Maynard E. Harp, 2-8-71) 12.75 

Mrs. A. W. Rice-December Newscast
Postage and Bulk Mailing Fee, 1-25-71 48.15 

Sub-Total Region 4 Account 

Judges Training Account 

Mr. F. G. Stephenson-Judges Training 
Course Expense, 3-29-71 33.69 

Mr. F. G. Stephenson-"Advan:ce," 
3-29-71 25.00 

$ 833.76 

Sub-Total Judges Training Account 58.69 

Total Expenditures 5-7-71 $ 892.45 

Check Book Balance 

Region 4 Account 
Judges Training Course Account 

$ 896.64 
68.24. 

Total 

Thompson Chandler, Treasurer 
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REPORT ON REGION 4 ROBINS 
Judith McLeod, Robins Chairm.an 

May 8, 1971 

There are three Regional Robins circulating at the present 
time. No. 2, which is an Iris in General Robin, is directed by 
Judith McLeod, has ten members, all of whom are very active. 

No. 4, directed by Reverend Charles Jack, is a Robin devoted 
chiefly to iris hybridizing, and has twelve or thirteen members 

-at the present time. 

No. 5, the newest of the group, is led by John H. Mays, and 
its princip~l interest is Iris Photography. This Robin is only on 
its second round, but it appears to be a very interesting and 
enthusiastk one. 

Two other Robins were supposed to have been started last 
fall, but I have heard nothing more about either of them. One 
was to have been a Youth Robin, and the other a replacement 
for Robin No. 3 which was grounded some time ago. 

I am heginning to gather names of persons who have re
quested places in Robins, but as yet there are not enough of 
them . to start another Robin. We are also in need of Reporters 
for the Robin Chatter, our version of the Flight lines. 

ROBIN CHATTER 
EXCERPTS FROM ROBIN NO. 4 

Roy Epp·erson, High Point, N. C.: I must agree ... tha;t too 
often we buy the hybridizer and not the plant. We should buy 
the plant and its pedigree. However, most of us do not get to 
see the newer introductions in bloom and must rely upon the ' 
integrity of the introducer in his catalog descriptions and upon 
the recommendations of those who have seen the plant grow and 
bloom. Too often, the introducer gets completely carried away 
in his description, and the flower bears very little resemblance 
to it. That is all part of the game. It is not possible to have an 
up-to-date planting without buying sight unseen, so I will 
continue to do so, although probably not as heavily· as I have 
in preparation for the 1972 meeting. 
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Anna Walrad, Warrenton, Va.: Practically no winter loss, 
with the exception of Golden Filagree, which has given me a fit. 
I won't try to grow that one again! Some of Gibson's things just 
won't grow for me. I lost three plants of Saucy Sue the first 
year of int~oduction ... and I wrote and told him about it ... 
it was replaced and is growing just fine now. I think that the 
majority of the leading hybridizers are eager to see that their 
things do well ,and are anxious to s-et any fault to rights . . . 
I think often we complain about the performan:ce of many of 
the new things without really giving them the proper chance. 
On the other hand, I feel that too many things are being put 
on the market that are no improvement in performance, form, 
or different in color; but as we can't see all the things we want 
hefore buying, we are really at the· mercy of the hybridizer. 

Evelyn Hicks, Asheville, N. C.: Something peculiar has 
happened to some of my iris. When the new growth started it 
became all gnarled and twisted, and the center leaves couldn't 
push up .out of the fan. I do n0t know whether it was caused by 

.late freezes, or by dry weather, or a combination of the two. It 
occurred on thos·e which were transplanted last summer, so they 
possibly were not well enough established to withstand the cold. 
However, it did not happen to all of them, so some must be more 
able to "take it" than others. 

PHOTOGRAPHY ROBIN NO. 5 

Margaret Zurbrigg, Radford, Va.-A cluttered picture is poor 
to view when all one has to do is choose a different angle to 
stand when taking the picture or taking it at a different distance~ 
One doesn't always have to get the entire stalk of iris in a 
picture to make it a good one. The hybridizers are the main 
people interested in the growth habits of the plant and they 
always make notes of these qualities in their books, and when 
they get home they really want to study the flower itself, so 
that part should be well taken if possible. 

Dick Connelly, Herndon, Va.- On taking the individual 
flower, I prefer to focus on the style crest-I've tried other 
angles and have always come back to this for the best shots. 
This angle shows the form of the standards better and the flare 
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of the falls on each side while showing the full width of the 
fall facing the lens. 

Maynard Harp, Baltimore, Md.-A bloom that is one half 
day or more beyond its peak may have an altered shade of 
blue .... with high speed film I get pictures of greatest fidelity 
between sunrise and 10 A. M. with the sun at my back, or on 
cloudy days with no sun. 

IRIS LANDSCAPING 
Retta Harp, Chairman 

May, 1971 

More response is needed from all members concerning irises 
which bloom well, and then retain good foliage after the bloom
ing season. FLUTED HAVEN has been excellent, even 
throughout the winter at Maywood. The old variety, GYPSY, 
has been ·evergreen this winter in town. The dwarf Virginia 
native species was also evergreen. Ann Dasch's dwarf, DETER
MINATION, continued to grow all winter and bloomed in Ann's 
garden at Christmastime. 

This brings the list to 13 year-round growers. Can you add 
any more? The other nine are listed in April, 1971 NEWSCAST. 

YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT 
Ann Dasch, Chairman 

May, 1971 

We are proud to report that Region 4 ranks first in the AIS 
in both the number of Youth Members and their activities 
program. This does not represent a major change in our enroll
ment. Three former Youth Members have been lost. One, in 
Cumberland, Maryland, was isolated geographically from other 
irisarians, and apparently lost interest. Two others . have 
moved to another region, but retained their AIS membership. 
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Since the Fall 1970 Board Meeting, four new Youth Mem
bers have enrolled in the Francis Scott Key Chapter. The C & P 
Chapter, is now represented by the enthusiatic Mrs. Alice Fargo, 
who has hopes for their growth. 

No other significant changes are to be reported in the 
Region 4 Youth Program. While we are pleased to be #1, we 
must still try harder and not hesitate to work for improvement. 

At this moment, there are still no young AIS members in 
the entire state of North Carolina. West Virginia ·Contains one 
enthusiastic group centered in the Nitro area. The Maryland 
youngsters include 14 in the Baltimore area, 2 in Marydel and 
2 in the C & P Chapter. Youth Members are sprinkled through
out the state of Virginia. Where a group of 6 ·Or less appears in 
any Chapter area, we urge special recruitment efforts; a sub
chapter group, as found in the Nitro and Baltimore areas, is the 
most effective way to offer youth activities and iris-education 
while also encouraging participation in adult activities. 

Sinc·e Region 4's Youth Committee Chairman also ·heads the 
national AIS Youth Committee, and since Maynard Harp and 
Tom Ford also serve on this national committee, it is especially 
important that Region 4 maintains its leadership in this as well 
as other fields of iris endeavors. 

The new AIS Youth Membership Application * should be 
available at all Chapter shows and m~etings. If all reached ap
propriate youngsters, we could report 100 new AIS members 
at the next Board meeting! Larger quantities of the form can be 
mailed to any group requesting them. 

Forthcoming is a booklet, "Young Ideas'', which will be . 
distributed nationally and which will contain specific details and 
meeting material for various phases of the Youth Program. It 
should answer many of the questions now being asked and, 
hopefully, unify and intensify the program. 

Locally, we must point with pride to 15-year-.old Robin 
Ellinwood who earned the money to finance her 400 mile trip 
from Maryland to our Regional Convention. Although a new 
1971 member, with little iris experience, she was determined to 
brave the adult world in order to take part in Judges' Training, 
the show, and the garden tours. Her experiences should be in
valuable when she returns home to head the Youth Horticulture 
Division in the forthcoming F. S. Key show. Also delighted to 
see Ricky Walker of Virginia. 
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Also encouraging is the fact that Fred Stephenson's Ingle
side Gardens is the first to offer special bonuses to Youth Mem
bers who order rhizomes. Two Illinois hybridizers, Henry 
Danielson and Al Motsch, have also offered free plants to the 
enthusiatic F. S. Key Kids. This offers plantable proof that 
adult irisarians are trying to bridge the famous "generation gap." 

Please encourge all Region 4 members to "think youth" and 
assure them that the Youth Committee is eager to help in any 
way. 

* Contact Chapter Chairman for forms or write direct to Ann 
Dasch. 

REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR 
REBLOOMING IRISES 

Lloyd Zurbrigg 

Region 4 held its First Fall Iris Show in Richmond last 
October. This show received both TV and newspaper coverage, 
and was conyeniently located in its own room in the Executive 
Motor Motel. Irises were entered by members from at least 
three of our four states. There were many entries in the seedling 
class, showing the intense interest in this new field of iris 
hybridizing among many members, as well as the substantial 
increase in quality over the remontants of even five years ago. 

A word of deep appreciation goes to our recent RVP, 
Maynard Harp and his wife, for backing the project and attend
ing to many details, to Al and Louise Thimsen for making the 
local arrangements so thoroughly and well, and to Mr. and Mrs. 
B. J. Brown of Charlotte for staging the show, with Frances 
as Show Chairman. Apart from Ohio, this was the First Fall 
Iris Show east of the Rockies. Participation and publicity were 
so good that it is greatly to be hoped that a Fall Iris Show may ' 
continue to be a part of the Annual Fall Board Meeting. Further 
thanks to Mrs. Cox for making the table arrangements, and to 
all others who helped, to all entrants and to Mary Vesley for her 
display of seedlings. 

Our new RVP, Bill Kelley, has been one of the most ardent 
growers of re blooming irises, in Region 4. We welcome him to 
office and wish for him a rich and rewarding term of office, rich 
in personal relationships and rewarding in concrete results. 
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CORNER 

PATTERN PATTER 

Can you match the proper pattern name, poem, and cartoon? 

Answers on page 29. 

1. Self 2. Plicata 3. Bitone 4. Bicolor 5. Blend 

I. 
I picked a. lovely color ... 
But which shade should I wear? 
One atop and one abottom 
Was my idea for flair. 

I wear a single :color; 
Uniformity's my game. 

II. 

I know I'm pure and perfect, 
With one ton·e, all the same. 

III. 
I know that I'm the mod one, 
A pretty fancy guy. 
Stippled, dotted, super-marked, 
My freckles make me fly I 
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Variety is just my bag; 
I like contrasty stuff 

IV 

One color here, another there 
For me, is just enough. 

v. 
I wouldn't be too simple: 
-I wear more than one hue. 
I painted me in several, 
And mixed 'em in well, too. 

YOUTH CORNER NEWS 

Mrs. Alice Fargo now serves as Youth Director for the 
C & P Chapter and members of the Region 4 Youth Committee. 
We are sure that her energy and enthusiasm will be a real asset. 
Welcome! 

As noted in the AIS BULLETIN, any Youth Member who 
wants a free :copy of the helpful booklet "Growing and Hybridiz
iny Bearded Irises" should write to Ann Dasch. We'll he happy 
to send it! 

Keep those cards and letters coming I We want to hear about 
Youth Member activities, problems, triumphs and tribulations. 
And how about contributing an article to this magazine? 

DISTINCTIVENESS 
Jerry A. Barnard 

In viewing any selectively bred and hybridized garden plant 
there are many qualities to evaluate and .compare. If the plant 
genus is easily and quickly raised from seed, there soon arises 
a far larger number of cultivars (that is, cultivated varieties) 
than any one person could hope to gai~ a d·egree of familiarity 
with, much less grow. A!ccordingly, one must seek to acquire 

25 



a keen sense of judgement in order to select the best varieties 
for one's own garden. 

One of the primary traits to be considered is distinctiveness. 
This can be manifested in a variety of ways but the most striking 
traits are the obvious ones. That is, a new color or pattern .on the 
whole flower or any one of the parts : sepals, petals, beards or 
style crests; or, a combination of the above and an advancement 
in clarity and depth of a previously established color or pa:ttern. 
Then there are the borderline cases of distinctiveness which 
exhibit only a slight improvement of cultivars already on the 
market, and are frequently direct descendants of same. · Unfor
tuna'tely, there are far too many new introductions which fall 
into this category. All too often many of these cultivars should 
be further utilized only as seedlings in breeding to further per
fect an already good array of iris cultivars rather than ·being in
troduced, even as a "breeder's iris". This is especially common 
in .the blue, purple, white and on:ihid color classes. And now the 
yellows are reaching the same plateau of saturation which 
doesn't leave a lot of improvement areas in the selfs. Hopefully, 
the breeders win try to manifest new color patterns into the~e 
lines in order to gain truly distinctive new irises. Other areas 
which are nearing the saturation point are the bitones to bi
c.olors which Meloorama and Gypsy Lull;iby stirred an unbeliev
able d'.emand for, and the pUcatas. That le~ves really o:nly th.e 
re\'11 'black, orange and gre'en color classes as sub~pat on the 
self patterns, and these la:ck primarily mechanical perfecti(;m of 
branching, substance, bud count, or better growth habits along 
with the ever needed form. The reds a:nd greens are also still 
,rellll;tively blended colors, rather than true dear tints. 

. . Whh this backgr~und survey approach, let us examine 
$ofu~· of the irises selected by this writer as bearing the stamp 
of distinctiveness. These.are Jlot .. n.ecessarily the newest irises, 
·~~~~~most are.new to the vyriter,havin~ :been viewed initially 

· •.f:pis ~ast s~ason. There are t~ree median af!Lii th.ree ta.II bearded 
·· .· · · · · at the top ~f ~l:l~if i:espel;)ti;v~ p;itegories, These were 

\·; .· ..•.. · .. ·· .. ···.·~ .. <tsr. being .?ii:;tia~tivy i"[iUJ;:;i;tily because of col9r 
· '·~bi~~~.or mani:lestatioris of.new ~~t~erf1s. 



Dr. Conroe, Guest' Speaker at 

Charlotte Banquet. 

Now what do you suppose these two are cooking up? Two Ann ( s) 's on Convention

Dr. Anne Lee and Ann Dasch . - Photo by F. G . Stephenson. 



Rosalie Figge, Bill and Claire Barr at The Helms' . - Photo by F. G. Stephenson . 

Refreshments in one of the B. J. Brown green houses during tour of the Brown 

garden. "Georgie" Reiblich, Towson , Md . at left. Photo by The Figges'. 



A serious period at the Regional Board meeting at Charlotte. L to R, Ann Dasch, 
Bill and Claire Barr, Frances !Mrs. B. J.l Brown, and RVP Kelley. - Photo by 
The Figges'. 

Lunch time during the Charlotte Garden Tour. Front four, L to R, Charlie and 
Mrs. Reynolds, Richmond and the Reverend and Mrs. Ray Alexander, Washington, 
N. C. - Photo by The Figges'. 



At The Helms'. Naomi O'Brien and Jean Bowersox in foreground. - Photo by 

F. G. Stephenson. 

Four "happies" 

by The Figges'. 

Maynard and Retta Harp, B. J. and Frances Brown - Photo 



of the past season several times it kept reappearing in my mind 
and eye as the most distinctive of the medians I had seen. I must 
add that I've not seen many of the veritable downpour of intro
ductions in this class the last few years. The second place in 
this category goes to another SDB, Foot Note (Keppel. '68), 
which hails the arrival of well formed bicolors in the minis. This 
is a broad little flower of amber-cream to white stands and rich 
purple falls. The exceptional form really sets this flower off and 
the colors are clear and vibrant. The third place goes to Bubala 
(Gatty '67), an MDB. This is not an unusual pattern, but the 
expression of a large white beard on top of a rich true ..... blue 
thumbprint and the very clean white of all the flower parts 
makes this a very distinctive combination for an MDB. 

Finally, these runner-ups should be listed with the real
ization that any .of them might well change places with the 
aforement·ioned varieties, depending on personal taste, These 
would be Moon Blaze (A. Peterson '64), a beige and lavender 
SDB; Fairy Frolic (Soper '62), SDB of blue-green with a darker 
blue beard; June Prom (A. Brown '67), a very broad light blue 
IB with blue-green pattern at the haft; SDB Daisy Chain (Green
lee '66), yellow with a dark brown thumbprint surrounding a 
deep blue beard; Laced Lemonade (Warburton '70), SDB light
ly laced greenish yellow; and Blue Moss (B. Jones '67), SDB, 
medium blue stands, falls olive washed blue. I regretted missing 
SDB Gingerbread Man among others this year. 

In the tall Bearded class the top three are a virtual toss-up 
as I like all equally well. They are Foggy Dew, Lady of Loudoun 
and Mariachi. The first is an amoena-plicata from Keppel '69, and 
very striking in lavender-blue stands, falls white with blue 
plicata markings; large, well-formed broad flower. Lady of 
Loudoun (Crossman '69) is a very delicate iblue-white with a 
pale blue edging on the falls and a soft yellow beard that is all 
class, heavy substanc·e, excellent branching, high bud count and 
classic ruffled form. Mariachi (Plough '69) is the first break of 
pattern I have seen in the bicolor class. Here we have very clean, 
clearly colored yellow standards, red falls with a deep yellow 
beard flanked by two yellow areas on each side of the haft. This 
really stands out as bold coloration. 

Other talls I must mention are Amber Accent (Plough '69) 
an amber and pink near reverse bicolor, except the stands blend 
in amber around the midrib area; good conical form, ruffling 
and a touch of lace. Still very elite and distinctive is Babson's 
Apropos, a pale silvery grey blue from way back in '64. This 
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possesses my idea of ideal form, is very broad, ruffled and flared. 
Deeper texture veining adds a final touch of distinctiveness to 
a very fine iris. Another older iris that few alert irisarians fail 
to recognize immediately is Camelot Rose (Tompkins '65). This 
really needs no color description after appearing in the Dykes 
voting the last couple of years. 

Next, we have some seedlings still under number from 
George Crossman of Hamilton, Va. He is a very discerning 
hybridizer with rows and rows of excellent seedlings. Some of 
the most distinctive were a trio of Lady of Londoun offspring, 
two bicolor pastels and one pink/buff bicolor blend, #68-25, 
which seemed extra nice to me. Another distinctive seedling 
here was #'66-34, a white with amber lace bord·er all around. 
And finally, #68-97 was a very fine lavender toned white with 
a red beard, which had a very heavy substance with excellent 
form and wonderful branchin.g. 

Back to named varieties., we have Eloquent (Ghio '70) a 
very :clear smooth light blue and self blue beard. This is especial
ly distinctive for cleansing the brownish influence so many blue 
beards have carried. Equally impressive was Luihn's '69 Lilac 
Mist, a very broad creamy-smooth lavender with a dean white 
beard, an especially classic combination. A true-blue companion 
to this would be Ghio's Justice ('69), a fine formed, heavy sub
stanced flower, again with a clean white beard. 

The M's were loaded with good things this year. Besides 
Mariachi, there was Crossman's sensational 1971 May Romance, 
a beautiful ros.e and pink blend of outstanding quality, and 
Nearpass' 1970 Mid-Victorian, a starched bubble-ruffled white 
w:ith blue border on broad flaring bustle-like falls. And a couple 
of real surprises from 1967, Morning Kiss (Tucker) and Marsh
mallow (Olson). The former a broadly formed completely pink 
self even to the beard with a satin-like overlay, and Marshmel
low, a broad, overlapping falled, blocky white with gold hafts 
that appealed greatly to me as especially distinctive, too. 

Another stunner from '67 was Keppel's Nineveh, a brilliant 
creation of deep orchid stands and falls, with a red overlay on 
the falls which simply appears.to be smoldering around the dark 
bJ:1own-purple beard. Still another from the same year. Tucker's 
Night Heron, is a gorgeous creation in blue and white-es
sentially a blue-white with a strong intensification of blue in 
the heart of the flower. And the final entry was what appeared to 
be the finest Whole Cloth pattern yet seen. This is Olympic 
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Jewel, a lusty stunner in size, stalk and flower with substance 
and form equally muscle-bound. Clear colors, no haft marks and 
healthy plant completed a truly olympian iris candidate. 

The foregoing were the distinctive irises viewed in 1971. 
However, it should be noted ·that many were just that: "viewed", 
and their growth habits cannot be ascertained positively until 
future seasons. But they do represent examples in distinctive 
cultivars, as viewed by the writer. Since I am being sent abroad 
for a year, these varieties will not be viewed again in the near 
future, but I would welcome notes on their performance and 
growth habits from anyone so inclined to write. 

And did you hear about the mathematician who has become 
an avid iris hybridizer? He developed a seedling with square 
roots! 

One little iris bloom was puzzling over the facts of life. He 
asked another bloom, "Where did we come from?" The second 
replied, "The stalk brought us." 

ANSWERS TO PATTERN PATTER (Pages 24-25) 

1. Self=poem II. = pie C 

2. Plicata=poem III. = pie D 

3. Bitone=poem I. = pk E 

4. Bicolor=poem IV. = pie A 

5. Blend=poem V. = pie B 
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1971 SYMPOSIUM-REGION 4 
Bill Kelley, R.V.P 

Listing of those Iris receiving 10 votes or more 

Position Variety Votes Po11tlon 
·····£:"'"""""" 

Variety " J.,,"' '· Votes 

1 Stepping Out 34 12 High Life 
2 Camelot Rose 32 Violet Harmony 
3 Pink Taffeta 25 13 Blue Baron 
4 Debby Rairdon 23 Laurie 
5 Cup Race 22 Miss Illini 

Winter Olympics Whole Cloth 
6 May Melody 18 14 Barcelona 

Music Maker Caliente 
Rippling Waters Fluted Haven 
Skywatch Fuji's Mantle 

7 Launching Pad 17 Mulberry Wine 
Esther Fay New Moon 

8 Amigo's Guitar 16 Ninevah 
9 Lilac Champagne 15 Olympic Torch 

Milestone One Desire 
10 Babbling Brook 14 Pacific Panorama 

Christmas Time Radiant Apogee 
Denver Mint Shipshape 
Dusky Dancer Wine & Roses 
Irish Lullaby 

11 Light Touch 13 
Lime Fizz 
Lord Baltimore 
Matinata 
Orange Parade 
Ultrapoise 

64 · Members Voted 
327 Iris Varieties voted upon from published list 
~Iris Varieties voted upon as write-ins 

413 Iris Varieties voted upon-Total 

LADY OF :LOUDOUN First in write-ins (8) 

SAPPHIRE SHORE Second in write-ins (7) 
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I LIKE IRIS 
E. Roy EppersO\tl 

So often when I am talking iris with garden dubbers and 
with irisarians the question is asked : "What is your favorite 
iris?" "What did you like best of the newer varieties you saw 
this year?" 

First of all, I like iris! Those varieties that I grow do not 
meet all of the characteristi:cs of form, color, growth habits, etc., 
that the 'perfect' iris should possess. But, then, what iris ever 
does? Likes or dislikes are highly subjective and I have not 
acquired complete objectivity, nor do I .ever want to. I like iris! 

This bloom season we were very fortunate in being able to 
visit many gardens in North Carolina and in Virginia and to see 
many newer varieties as well as older favorites. What is my 
favorite iris? I really have none. What did I like best of the 
newer varieties that I saw this year? This question I can answer. 
Not all iris growers ever agree on what is 'best' of the newer 
ones and you may well disagree with me. I liked these. 

CADENZA (Tompkins '70). This very deep yellow self 
(almost orange) has semi-flaring falls with some ruffling. The 
large flower has a lighter area around the beard. that shows 
deep yellow reticulations. This netting is distinctive and helps 
add up to a really good flower and plant. Others in this general 
color class I liked are: NEW MOON (Sexton '68), HOT 
SPELL (Plough '68), and CAROLINA GOLD (L. Powell '70). 

BAYBERRY CANDLE (DeForest '69) is classified as a 
'kook' by many who see it. It is a lime-olive bicolor and has be·en 
written of many times in the bulletins. One of my favorites. 

STUDY IN BLACK (Plough '68) continues to hold its own 
as the tops in red-black coloration. Too tailored for some, its 
velvety finish and flaring.form complement its ·Color. DUSKY 
DANCER (Luihn '67) and BASIC BLACK (Hager '71) were 
also good this season. PATENT LEATHER (Schreiner '71) 
is in the RTG but I did not get to se·e its bloom. 

Reds? Of the many that I saw this season, my pick is 
BRIMSTONE (Tompkins '71). This flaring red has ruffling, a 
long bloom season and no evidence of bum as it bloomed in our 
garden. POINT BLANK (Tompkins '71) is a very large flower 
in the red-hr.own tradition of POWER AND GLORY (Noyd 
'67). Also good were CALIENTE (Luihn '68), WAR LORD 
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(Schreiner '68), WONDERFUL ONE (Reynolds '70), UP
ROAR (Tompkins '70) and PALO DUROS (Tompkins '67). 

CHERRY ACCENT (Hamblen '70) is a clean pink self 
with a deeper toned beard. It was raining when we saw it and 
there was no evidence of weather damage. OVATION (Tomp
kins '69) looks exactly like its catalog picture! A good iris but 
not the ultimate pink. PINK SLEIGH (Rudolph '70) and PINK 
CHEER (Plough '69) are good as are the older varieties ONE 
DESIRE and PINK TORCH. PINK TAFFETA (Rudolph '68) 
does not turn me on ! ! 

Whites or near-whites are in abundance in our gardens and 
a new introduction should be very good to merit being intro
duced. Four varieties that are welcome additions are CHALK 
TALK (Tompkins '70) a big semi-flaring chalk, almost grey
white; ANGEL UN AW ARES (Terrell '70) the heavily ruffled 
sib to FLIGHT OF ANGELS; Newhard's WINTER DREAMS 
('70) another large wqite self; and TUFTED CLOUD (Schrein
er '71), a beautiful ruffled bloom that withstood our persistent 
winds this spring. I'll always grow FLUTED HAVEN and also 
liked APPALACHIAN SPRING (Thomas '70), RADIANT 
BRIDE (Tompkins '68) and CRYSTAL VISION (Neubert '69). 

MAPLEDOWN (Neubert '71), a sib to STOLEN KISS 
introduc·ed last year, is from the cross LULA MARGUERITE x 
PRETTY CAROL, and took its form from the pod parent. It is 
a muted chamois-tan with a lilac blaze, a good addition to this 
limited color class. Thanks also · goes to Neubert for his 
TUSSAH SILK ('68), a non-burning garnet brown that is an 
excellent garden subject! Other good tan-to-brown varieties: 
GINGERSNAP (Schreiner' 65), GINGERBREAD CASTLE 
(Tompkins '67), TUCSON (Hager '70), and DUTCH CHOCO~ 
LATE (Schreiner '70). 

Blue fr:om palest almost white to deepest almost violet-black 
were seen in all the gardens. ELOQUENT (Ghio '70) is a very 
pale .blue with grey-blue beard. Not quite the sought-for blue
bearded white. CLOUD BARON (Tompkins '71) is a flaring 
medium blue with a fat white beard that deepens to .cream in the 
throat. This was well-liked in my garden this year. SHIPSHAPE 
(Ba.bson '69) must be included for its form as well as color. And 
then there is the forty-five inch NOBLEMAN (Babson '70), a 
deep, deep violet self with very good branching and vigor. Also 
SAPPHIRE SHORE (Tompkins '68), REGALAIRE (Schrein
er '69), and Neubert's '69 introductions MARCHING ON and 
TENNESSEE WALTZ. 
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The most vibrant iris in our garden this year was Gordon 
Plough's 1970 JUNGLE SONG. In color, a rich glowing violet
purple, it has dark br:own hafts. My slide of it shows four well 
spaced blooms open at once! 

I could write more, but this is enough 'for now. If you and 
I had seen the same varieties in the same gardens under the 
same conditions, you would probably have omitted some that I 
have included and included others that I have not. That's what 
makes irisdom fascinating-the iris and the people I These 
are the iris I particularly liked this season! 

. EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA LEADS THE WAY 
F. G. Stephenson 

Fa:ced with the problem of too few AIS judges within the 
vast area .of the Eastern N. C. Chapter, John Dughi, Chapter 
Chairman knew something should be done .. It was felt that this 
"something" should be holding their own Judges Training 
Classes. At the Fall Chapter Meeting the members voted to try 
scheduling one class for November 1970 with other sessions to 
follow if sufficient interest were shown in the first session. 

The November, 1970, session was held at High Point College 
in High Point. Fourteen students enrolled and completed the 
first session. Enthusiasm was so great that plans were made for 
a two day s·ession to be held in the same location for early 
May, 1971. 

Twelve members took part in this session held on May 1st 
and 2nd. Seven of the stud·ents completed all the required study 
and became eligible as candidates for Apprentice Judgeships" 
Not all indicated their interest in appointment but were taking 
the course for improving thei_r knowledge of the iris. 

It is hoped that other Chapters will recognize the potential 
of such a plan and take steps to schedule training in their particu
lar areas. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA 
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F. S. K. HOLDS FLOWER SHOW 
Ann Dasch 

Francis Scott Key memhers gathered courage and held their 
first accredited show on May 28th. Chaired by Retta Harp and 
co-chaired by Pauline Vollmer, "Star Spangled" drew the ser
vices of virtually the entire Chapter and aid from. other nearby 
irisarians. 

Crowds lined up at both entrances to the Woman's Club of 
Towson at opening time and near capacity :crowds continued to 
file in throughout the day and ·evening to view 268 entries from 
49 exhibitors. A full collection of horticulture classes ran the 
gamut from TB through species, bulbous, Siberian and collec
tions. 

Young irisarians entered horticulture sub-classes, an ar-. 
rangement class, and pr~sented an educational exhibit. Five 
artistic arrangement classes were filled, and carefully judged by 
local garden club judges. The name of the show carried through 
these classes, titled with phrases from the National Anthem, the 
program was sprinkled with stars, and a fine dusting of silver 
stars appeared on the tables. 

AIS Judges for the Horticulture sections were B. J. and 
Frances Brown of the W.N.C. Chapter and Tom Ford of the C&P 
Chapter. Ann Dasch apprenticed, and clerks were Rosalie Figge, 
Alice Miller, and Youth Member Robin· Ellinwood. 

The Q:ue·en of the Show was a m,agnificent stalk of BLUE 
BARON entered by Marydel Chapter Chairman Jean Bowersox. 
We were pleased to see her son, y.oung irisarian Keith Bowersox 
also attending the show. 

The rosette for the best seedling went to a well-branched 
and more richly colored off-spring .of RIPPLING WATERS, 
entered ~y its hybridizer, Donnell Smith. 

Anne Allen collected the Sweepstakes Rosette for most 
blue ribbons, followed by C&P Chapter's Mrs. Celeste Cox. 
Young Debbie Beasley's stalk of PLUMED DELIGHT was 
Princess of the Show, and Debbie also won more blu:es than 
any other Youth Section Exhibitor. 

The rosettes for Best Arrangement and Artistic Sweep
stakes were won by Mrs. Raymond Robillard, and Youth Mem
ber Deborah Wine was awarded a blue on her entry in the youth 
arrangement class. 
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BLUE RIDGE CHAPTER PRESENTS 
IRIS SHOW AT RADFORD 

(THE ROANOKE TIMES, Sunday, June 6, 1971) 

RADFORD-The following prize winners were announced 
at "Celestial Spring," a show sponsored by the Blue Ridge Chap-
ter of the American Iris Society held there: ' 

, Dr. and Mrs. Lloyd Zurbrigg, Radford, silver medal for the 
largest number of blue ribbons; Fred Stephenson, Roanoke, 
bronze medal for the second largest number of blue ribbons; Dr. 
and Mrs. Zurbrigg, best specimen of show. 

Special award rosette: best white self, Dr. and Mrs. Zur
brigg; best violet self, Mr. and Mrs. James Hilton, Bristol; best 

.blue self, Zurbriggs; best orange self, Mr. and Mrs. B. E. Crum
pler, Roanoke; best black self, Zurbriggs; best plicata, Mrs. John 
Rutherford, Radford; best bitone, Mrs. John McCoy, Roanoke; 
best bicolor, Zurbriggs; best blend, Zurbriggs. 

American Iris Society Exhibition Certificate Mrs. Allen 
Brown, Roanoke, Mrs. Margaret Zurbrigg and Mrs. Myrtle 
Poole, Radford. 

A,rtisti.c: Best arrangement rosette, ar.tistic sweepstakes 
rosette and special artistic award, Mrs. Albert Simpkins, Rad
ford; tri.color, section A, Mrs. Louise ·Cowger; Section B, Mrs. 
David Sprague; Creativity, Section C, Mrs. Simpkins; sweep
stakes, Section B and C, Mrs. Sprague; special awards, Mrs. 
Zurbrigg and Mrs. Poole. 

Mrs. McCoy also won a horticulture sweepstakes award. 
Note : Congratulations to the winners. Thanks to the Chairman, 
Mrs. J. E. Rucker, and her committees, this was an outstanding 
iris show. Ed. 

REPORT ON REGIONAL TEST GARDEN - 1971 
B.J. Brown 

Frances and I want to thank each one of you who sent seed
lings for the Test Garden. There were a number of good seed
lings included in these which were not in bloom the day of the 
Regional Meeting. We hope very soon to be able to report to 
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each of you the performance of your seedling in the Test Garden. 
This report is merely to tell you of some of the outstanding ones 
which appeared to us. If you had been growing them, you 
could very easily have reported on something entirely different, 
I'm sure. 

Out of the 38 seedlings sent for this plot, 35 bloomed. We are 
sorry more of these were not in bloom the day of the Regional 
Meeting, but this is something over which we had little control. 
There were blooms in many classes and some which would be 
difficu1t to describe adequately. Most of the seedlings were tall 
bearded, although in two or three cases, as they bloomed this 
season, these might be clas.sified as Bord·ers. 

One of the best seedlings in the bed would fall in the category 
"difficult to describe adequately". Several days after our meeting 
one opened which we gave this description, and one which is un-: 
usual and quite good in form and substance: "Pale violet stand
ards with dark violet midrib, standards veined darker violet with 
slight edging of tan; Falls light violet with darker violet vein
ings to the tan rim of ~ u around the entire fall ; dark violet 
veinings at haft; blue-violet beard, tipped tan; top section of 
styles tan, lower section of styles dark violet. Outstanding and 
DIFFERENT". (I hope the hybridizer can recognize his own 
seedling from this description.) 

Another which we thought outstanding is described in our 
notes as having "Pink standards with slight violet infusion, 
standards .closed nicely over darker violet falls that were horizon
tal and nicely ruffled and with a slight pink infusion; outstand
ing red beard and a very slight white and brownish veinings at 
haft, not noticeable unless at dose range. Exceptionally good". 

If we had to select the best in the Test Garden, we would 
probably narrow it down to these two and then it would possibly 
be a draw. I would select the fresh bicolor which was really out
standing in performance and in its crisp, cool freshness and clear 
coloring. Frances, I feel sure, would vote for the first described. 

The bi-color which won the Adelaide Stephenson Bowl was 
in good bloom on the day of our meeting and is discribed in my 
notes as : "Yellow-gold standards; violet fall; gold beard tipped 
light yellow; blue-violet spot on falls below beard; gold veinings 
at haft. Bloomed on 18-20" stems from May 6th to May 19th." 
This, as announced at our banquet, belongs to Loletta Powell, 
and you probably saw it elsewhere under her No. 70-34. This is 
a fresh, appealing bicolor with vivid contrasting coloring. 
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Runnerup for the Adelaide Stephenson award was a seedling 
which we have described as: "White standards edged with faint 
blue markings; falls white with same slight edging of blue 
markings, with heavier rim of blue at hafts; light blue styles and 
light yellow beard. An unusually marked plicata. Delicate." 

Thre·e whites were outstanding, one with a slight pink in
fusion and with bold red beard; with exceptionally good form 
and substance. Another was a huge tailored white with a slight 
waving in both standards and falls pure white including beard, 
and with a slight green undertone in center of falls. This one has 
outstanding garden value. The other white was very ruffled in 
both standards and falls, with a very pale blue infusion on open
ing; good form and substance, and with a yellow beard tipped 
white. Branching excellent. 

One light· blue, which evidently has Blue Sapphire some
where in its background, had the thickest, leathery substance we 
have ever noted in a light blue-or any other iris. This seedling 
should be used extensively by its hybridizer in an effort to get 
this substance into a little better form. The falls fell as some
times they are wont to do, and while this is not too bad a fault 
insofar as I am conc·erned, it is frowned upon by some of the 
"experts". 

An outstanding yellow is described in our notes as: "Light 
yellow standards, closed and ruffled, with slight green streak at 
midrib ; falls darker yellow; gold beard tipped light yellow; and 
darker yellow veinings at haft. A pretty flower, blooming on low 
stalks with high branching, possibly caused by late setting and 
extremely cold Winter. This one had good wide falls, good 
flower all round, in fact, but we would like to observe it another 
year, if the hybridizer allows. 

These are just a few .of the really good seedlings that bloom
ed in this Test Bed. We would like to grow each of them again 
next season, with the hybridizers' consent. We will report direct 
to you as mentioned earlier, .on the performance of your seed
lings and ask for your permission-to grow them another season. 
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"GOING, AND GONE, SAID HE I I" 
E. Roy Epperson 

Many years ago, I studied elocution at the insistence of my 
mother. I must have learned by rote fairly well for I still remem
ber the lines-

"One dollar, a dollar, now two, only two? Two dollars, and 
who'll make it three? Three dollars once, three dollars twice, and 
going, and gone, said he l I" 

That call rolled over the group of ~risarians of the Eastern N.C. 
Chapter that gathered on Saturday, July 10, for the excellent 
food, unequalled fellowship, and plain good fun that is a part 
of our chapter actions. The members were generous in bringing 
good re~e:iJ.t introductions, Mary Nifong was in good voice, and 
by the time the auction table was empty we had collected over 
$300 from our sales. With only 12 bidders out of a group of 18, 
w~ did very well, indeed I 

For the first time, we decided to open our auction to the 
public and to have a bargain table of older but good varieties. 
Through the purchase of an advertisement in the local paper and 
the use of th·e free publi:c service announcement time period of a 
local radio station, we spread the news ·Of the sale, and thereby 
introduced several persons to the joys of purchasing and growing 
some of the rainbow colors and not just "that old purple". 

To paraphrase an old :cliche: "Auctions 9ome but once a 
year, but when they come they bring good .cheer." 

REGIONAL MEETING 1972 
E. Roy Epperson, Chairman 

The earlier announcements of the 1972 Regi.onal Meeting 
in the Golden Triad of North Carolina indicated a probable 
meeting date of May 5-7. This year's bloom experience, however, 
points clearly to a later meeting time to be able to see more 
varieties in bloom. A:ccordingly, the meeting dates have been set 
for May 12-14, 1972. The homebase of the Regional meet will be 
the Albert Pick Motor Inn at the intersection of I-40 and N.C. 
68, the almost exact center of the tour garden area! 
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Make your plans now to attend! The Regional Test Garden 
located at Mary Nifong's in Kernersville had very good bloom 
this year and should be excellent on two-year dumps for 1972. 
More seedlings will be planted there this planting season. Th·e 
response to our requests for guest plants of introduc·ed varieties 
has been most gratifying. More details of these guests will be in 
the December Newscast. 

REGIONAL TEST GARDEN 4B FOR 1972 
·Mrs. Elmer J. Nifong, Director 

So that no mis-understandings may arise about the identity 
of seeQ.lings in the RTG or about seedlings from outside Region 
4, the following is taken from the RULES FOR REGIONAL 
TEST GARDENS, A.I.S. 

All seedlings will be grown under code number which will 
identify the Region in which the Test Garden is located, 
the year in whi:ch the seedling was received and the 
seedling itself. 

The identity of seedlings grown in a RTG will not be divulg
ed to' anyone except the AIS A wards Chairman, who will 
need this information in connection with RTG Awards. 

Seedlings grown in a RTG will be eligible for the RTG 
Award. This award will be v.oted by the accredited garden 
judges, under code number only. 

Seedlings grown in a Test Garden or other garden outside 
of the hybridizers own Region, will be grown under hybri
dizers name and seedling number and will be eligible for 
the H.C. Award. 

Plants are still being received for placing in the RTG 4B. 
These should be under number. Even though a seedling has been 
named, it must go in the RTG under ·Code as stated in the Rules 
above. As indicated in the August 1970, NEWSCAST we can ac
commodate as many as five (5) different seedlings per hybridizer 
for the RTG. Up to three rhizomes of each variety may be sent. 
Plants should be received by the Director, Mrs. Mary Nifong, 
Rte 3, Box 370, Kernersville, N. C. 27284, no later than Septem
ber 1, 1971 ! 
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JUDGING AN IRIS SEEDLING 
F. G. Stephenson 

One of the most frequent comments one hears throughout 
the iris season goes something like this, "Why in the world was 
that 'thing' introduced?" Do you realize that. maybe you or 
someone like you may have to shoulder part of the blame? Our 
system of Test Gardens was established for the purpose of col
lecting seedlings in various locations so that they might be more 
readily evaluated, disassociated from the various gardens and the 
individual hybridizer. Here you and I would get a chance to see 
an iris in a n-eutral environment. AIS Judges and others would 
evaluate these and the Judges would have the opportunity to see 
and vote for those worthy of introduction without having to 
travel to the individual hybridizer's garden. Here, too, the more 
remote hybridizer would have the opportunity· to bring his seed
lings to a larger number of judges, some of whom would be un
able to visit his garden. 

How well is this purpose being met? My observations lead 
me to the conclusion that there is still much to be desired both 
from the standpoint of the hybridizer and from the standpoint 
of the judges. Quite a few of our hybridizers are taking advan
tage of the opportunity to place seedlings in the Test Garden, 
but our judges still have a long way to go in meeting their 
obligation to the hybridizer by going to the Garden to evaluate 
these seedlings. Consequently the hybridizer goes ahead and 
intr:oduces something he "thinks is good". 

Most of us are not judges so •can do little about the failure. 
of this phase of the Test Garden Program. Region 4 has attempted 
to take advantage of the Test Garden. by letting the ind.ividual 
member vote on the s·eedlings he considers outstanding. There 
has been considerable interest in this pr:ogram and the Adelaide 
A ward was set up to further promote this interest. This vote for 
the Outstanding Seedling each year offers encouragement to the 
hybridizer. It may give him the "go ahead" to introduce an iris 
well liked by the majority. Are we being critical enough or· are 
you encouraging someon-e to introduce one of those "things" that 
you have been questioning? · 

Let's be more critical. Let's develop an eye for something 
of real value and great promise. The Handbook for Judges and 
Show Officials is our guide. May we study and then restudy it 
so we will know what a good iris is. During the Fall and Winter 
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months, time could be well spent in really studying Chapter 6, 
Garden Judging of the Tall Bearded Irises. Let's become thor
oughly familar with each of the four areas used as an aid in the 
evaluation of the iris. In the Spring, let's really apply what we 
have learned. 

Then having studied faithfully we :can call to mind the sum-
mary paragraph of this chapter as we look at a new iris. 

"Consider the entire plant as you approach it. Judge it on 
proportion and balance of parts. Study the plant as a grow
ing thing and judge it on vigor and health. Consider the 
num·ber of buds and blooms per stalk, their arrangement on 
the stalk and its branches, and the relation of flower size to 
stalk. Consider color, form, and substance of the bloom, pay
ing special attention to the clarity of color. Judge the hafts 
and the beard. Reward novelty of color or pattern, but not 
out of proportion. Arrive finally at your composite judge
ment of the entire iris as a garden subject. Think as you go, 
weigh each feature carefully, and never be afraid to form an 
independent opinion! 

Hopefully, with the approval of the Region 4 Board, new 
ground rules will be established for the Adelaide Award. If ap
proved, each member visiting the Test Garden will be provided 
with a ballot on which ·each feature of the new iris is point scored 
by him. The award will be made to the hybridizer of the iris 
producing the highest score. 

It is hoped that this will result in a more critical and a more 
meaningful appraisal of the entire plant of the new iris and 
result in less encouragement for introducing an inferior iris. 
Certainly we can absolve ourselves of any share of the blame for 
the introduction of an iris that has not been thoroughly evaluat
ed. 
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THE WAITING TIME* 
Joe Lynn 

These are beautiful October days; red, yellow and golden 
days. The Blue Ridge Mountains surround us in a beautiful 
panorama of color. It is almost as thrilling as seeing a new iris 
bloom for the first time-but not quite. Now, begins the waiting 
time of year, the longest time of year, until next May when the 
rainbow of iris :colors burst on the scene again. 

But this is also a new kind of "Waiting Time" for me. I 
am going through the pangs of waiting for a so called. "Fall 
Rebloomer" to burst its orchid beauty upon the scene. I know 
many of you have had the thrill of seeing an iris bloom in the fall 
for you, but this is my first, and I am sure the most exciting. Jus:t 
in case you are wondering, this iris is a Tom Craig creation 
called "Farewell" and is" surely going to herald the end of this 
season for me with a big, fond "Farewell". 

The October days are gloriously sunny and warm, but the 
nights here in the mountains are frosty and cool. So, each night 
after supper, I trudge to the back yard, cardboard box in hand, 
and gently cover my one bloom stalk, and softly whisper, 
"Goodnight, Sweet Princess, and Farewell". 

*Note This article appeared in the November, 1961 NEWS
CAST. John Dughi mentioned it to your editor, saying 
that it somehow typified Joe and his feeling for irises. 
We agree. ED. 
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A LETTER OF INTEREST FROM 
DR. DONALD W. MITCHELL 

Note: Following are excerpts from a letter received from Don 
Mitchell, a former member of Region· 4 and editor of 
NEWSCAST. Ed. 

Dear Rena, 

21 Grim Drive 
Kirksville, Missouri 63501 
May 9, 1971 

You may wish to reproduce part ·Of this letter for NEWS
CAST. It has an important bearing on anyone wishing to make 
gifts of flowers or ornamentals to charitable or educational 
institutions and wishing to make income tax deductions for such 
gifts. 

As you know, I gave away to charitable and educational 
institutions very large quantities of iris, daylilies, daffodils, 
azaleas, rhododendrons, etc. when I left Region 4 for the Midwest 
in 1965. I subsequently claimed these gifts at approximately 
catalog value when I filed income tax returns. Largely because 
this ·was the first oease of its kind, Internal Revenue wasn't too 
happy, offered me only 4% of catalog value on these gifts, and, in 
short, forced me to make a legal case of it. After going through 
various appeal proc·edures the case of Mitchell vs. Collector of · 
Internal Revenue was put on the agenda of the U. S. Tax Court 
at Kansas City. Government attorneys then discovered what 
they should have learned years before, namely, that fae gift was 
genuine, well within the law and had very sizable value. After 
discovering that the Government had no case they agreed to a 
"compromise" settlement whereby the valuation of the gifts was 
60% to 100% of catalog value and I was awarded nearly 99% of 
the amount at stake. 

Because this was a test case it should prove ·of value, not 
only to irisarians, but to anyone else making bona fide gifts of 
nursery stock. I learned that in some earlier -cases Internal 
Revenue had told persons making inquiry that floral gifts could 
not be counted for income tax deduction purposes. They had not 
a shred of legal justification for such an off the top. of the head 
decision under existing tax laws. Personally, I protected between 
$9,000 and $10,000 in exemptions over a five year period. How
ever, my legal costs were about half of this amount. Now that 
this case is on record, any persons making similar gifts in the· 
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future should find it easier to get such gifts and an honest 
valuation on ,them accepted. 

My greetings to all of my iris friends in Region 4. I would 
like to be with you now at the height of another blooming season. 

Cordially yours, 

/s/ Donald W. Mitchell 

C AND P. IN '73 
CHAIRMEN SELECTED-TEST GARDEN PLANS MADE 

The following committee has been appointed to plan the 
1973 Region 4 Convention which will be hosted by the C. and P. 
Chapter: 

Richard M. Connelly . . . . . . . . . . Convention Chairman 

Sally Bryant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Facilities 

Ellen Crouch ............... : . . . . . . . . . . . . Program 

D .. C. N earpass ............................... Tour 

Thomas R. Ford ...................... Guest Irises 

Our convention will be scheduled for May 25 and 26, the 
Friday and Saturday preceding the National Convention. 

The Seedling Test Garden for 1973 will be located in the 
garden of Dick Connelly and Tom Ford. Region 4 hybridizers 
who wish to exhibit seedlings should send them to the Chairman 
for Guest Irises : 

Mr. Tom Ford 
12627 Oxon Road 
Herndon, Va. 22070 

Those irises which are to be introduced by 1973, and, there
fore, will not be classed as seedlings that year should also be 
sent to Tom but clearly marked so that they will be planted in 
the exhibition gardens. 
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NEWS OF THE CHAPTERS 

FRANCES SCOTT KEY 
W. E. Barr, Chapter Chairman 

Membership to date-62 

Trea~urer's Report as of April 30, 1971 - $295.00 on hand 

We had a delightful luncheon on March 6 at Hampton 
House, a National Historical site near Towson, with 39 members 
and guests present. Our Regional Vice-President was with us 
and talked to us about the Charlotte meeting as well as the 
National Meeting in Wichita. 

The F.S.K. Kids presented a show called "Name the Iris". 
Each Junior was dressed to represent a name iris. Adults guessed 
which irises were being portrayed. 

We discussed our coming Accredited Iris Show, to be held 
May 28. One of our many capable members, Mrs. Pauline Voll
mer, made some arrangements tO. give our :m,embers, especially 
the youngsters, some ideas for artistic displays. · 

*Dr. and Mrs. Figge presented a program of slides obtained 
from Mr. Henry Danielson of the Mount Clare Iris Gardens. The 
slides helped explain Oncobreds and Arils. It was something new 
for most of us and most interesting and gave us another area 
that can be developed by the chapter. 

All of the groundwork for the forthcoming Iris Show has 
now been completed, through the tireless efforts of Retta Harp 
and Pauline Vollmer, Chairman and Co-chairman respectively,' 
Alice Miller, Ann Dasch, Rosalie Figge and several others. The 
chapter is greatly indebted to them for the Trojan job they have 
done. Radio and T.V. publicity is set. The Woman's Club of 
Towson has been reserved. Now, all we need are ·entries. God 
willing, we know it will be a great success. 

Our next venture is our Iris Auction to be held July 11. Our 
auctions have been successful in the past and we feel that this 
one will be no exception. 

* It has been reported to us that Dr. Figge suffered a stroke 
during the early part of the summer but is recuperating nicely. 
We pray that his recovery will be rapid and :complete. ED. 
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NORFOLK CHAPTER 
Fred G. Ward 

The Norfolk Chapter reports a ·Challenging and interesting 
year. Four members went to Richmond for the October Board 
meeting and to enjoy the flower show of re-blooming iris. 

The Norfolk Chapter started planning the year's activities 
in September, 1970 and was happy to have the Regional Vice
President, Mr. Maynard Harp and his wife at that meeting. 

A continuing problem in Norfolk is membership. This past 
year, five members failed to renew and one transferred to another 
chapter, so, we are left with thirteen members which includes 
three family memberships. However, the next project planned 
is a concerted effort to recruit new members during the bloom 
season with a real membership drive in the· garden of Mr .. and 
Mrs. Weldon Ballard: 

Thus, the Norfolk Chapter stays busy and involved, and 
nearly 100% of the members are proud to show gardens with 
the newest iris introductions. 

NORFOLK MINI-TOUR 
Rena Kizziar 

On April 24-25, the Norfolk Chapter sponsored a Mini Tour, 
which included an evening social gathering, a tour of the median 
gardens of Rena Kizziar and Dr. Anne Lee, lunch at the Ad
miralty Motel, and an informative program presented by Bee 
Warburton, Ethel Shepherd, and Connie Russell, all of Mas
sachustts and all well known in the median field. The program 
consisted of talks on "What's good and why" in all classes of 
medians. 

In contrast with last year's tour, weather was ideal for 
iris-viewing. 

Tour was attended by visitors from West Virginia, Virginia, 
and Maryland. 
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SOUTHERN WEST VIRGINIA CHAPTER 
S. M. Owens 

The Southern West Virginia Chapter .of AIS has 45 adult 
members and 6 youth members, totaling 51. At the end of 
March, the Treasurer's Report indicated we· have $880.57. Last 
year's auction and iris sale brought us $660.00. We support and 
maintain four large public iris beds at Sunrise in Charleston, 
West Virginia, that are viewed by thousands 'each year. 

As mentioned earlier in the report, we have 51 members, 
and at our meetings last year, other than our auction and sale, 
we averaged 10 attending members. The active participating 
membership is doing everything possible to encourage more 
participation in the club's activities. We certainly hope our 
programs outlined at our first meeting this year will help us 
solve this problem. 

WESTERN N. C. CHAPTER 
B. J. Brown 

. Eleven members of W·estern N. C. Chapter met at the 
summer home of Mrs. Elizabeth Farrar in Spruce Pine for 
summer meeting and auction, on Saturday, July 24, 1971. 

During the short business section a set of By-Laws was 
discussed and adopted. The following were elected as Chapter 
Officers to serve for on·e year, beginning August 1, 1971: 

Mrs. Norman McLeod . . . . . . . . . . . . Chapter Chairman 
Mrs. Clyde H. Goble ................ Vice-Chairman 
Mrs. Marion Mills (Mrs. Davis H.) ...... Treasurer 
Mrs. R. H. Griffin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary 
Mrs. Craven B. Helms .. , ........... Parliamentarian 

Mrs. Farrar has a nice home on the side of the mountain, 
and members present enjoyed an abundance of food. A drizzling 
rain made it necessary to eat inside, as well as hold the me·eting 
and auction. The auction reached almost the hundred dollar mark 
-lacking a few dollars. This is a good beginning, and I'm sure 
that the enthusiastic officers of the Chapter will really put West
ern N. C. on the map. 
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WHY ARE YOU AN IRIS GARDENER? 
by Mrs. Crescent Deru, Ogden, Utah 

Gardening is hard labor. The garden should not exist to 
create work, but weeding is an endless task. Your measure as 
a man, it is said, is your ability to do what ought to be done, 
when it ought to be done, irrespective of whether you feel in
clined to do it or not. Surely it takes a special brand of fortitude 
to rouse. out of a comfortable chair in the cool, shadowed corner 
of the patio and get out in the blazing July sun to pull weeds and 
replant irises! To prove you have a strong back, disciplined work 
habits, and adore hard work is not the reason you are an iris 
gardener. Rather, it is proof that you measure your iris garden 
by its meaningful values to you rather than by its weeds. 

Wise men and poets have written many inspiring and philo-
sophical words about why men make gardens and grow flowers. 

"To own a bit of ground; 
To scratch it with a hoe; 
To plant seeds and watch their renewal of life
This is the common-est delight of the race
The most satisfactory. thing one can do." 

What poet said that knew that working in a gard·en fulfills 
some deeply hidden need within ourselves to work with the ele
ments of creation-the soil, the water, and the ·evolution of life 
itself-on a personal and 'intimate level. Is it not true that the 
hope. we plant when we turn the soil to cover an ·exciting iris 
acquisition, takes root, grows, and multiplies along with the 
growing plant. As in the cycle of plant growth, we experience 
tranquility as in the dormant seed, stimulation .as the awakening 
of growth, joy as in the glory of bloom, arid renewal of spirit as 
in seed formation and the fruitation of our dreams. Truly a 
garden is a place to become acquainted with oneself, to meet 
friends, and to appreciate the deeper meanings in nature. 

The man who gardens uses his free time creatively. Gar
dening is an art as well as an applied science. It is said that the 
love of beauty is a reflection of a man's innate good taste; the 
creation of beauty is a picture of the artist himself. Gardening 
is at once a labor of art and science-the science of plant physio
logy, genetics, soil chemistry, entomology, and a number of re
lated sciences. 
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Indeed, is not the iris gardener a special breed? It is the 
ordinary iris grower who carries on "natural selection for the 
betterment of the iris race" by his discriminating choir.e of the 
irises he grows. By keeping abreast of the new introductions, the 
gardener encourages and advances horticulture for tomorrow. 
The iris gardener who also breeds irises is one of the many plain 
dirt Luther Burbanks practicing purpos~ful genetic improve
ment by making the actual crosses with pre-selected parents, 
growing the seed experimentally, and making selections in his 
own garden. The iris gardener is certainly not just a specula
tive philosopher. He is the arbiter, the judge of iris in matters 
of taste, beauty, d·esirability and cultural adaptability. His gar
den is the testing ground, the laboratory, He is at once a critic 
of aesthetics and a scientist. He has a lively curiousity in the 
world in which he lives, he perceptively observes, evaluates, and 
experiments. lt may be safely said, that there is no other special 
plant so enthusiastically embraced by the lay gardener and im
proved on such a wholesale scale in the back yards. 

Note: Reprinted from Region 21 Bulletin, December 1968. Ed. 

WITH SO MANY 'LUCKY SEVEJ.\iS', 
ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE 

Les Peterson 

A decade of iris development lies ahead of us, waiting to 
satisfy our eager expectations, our vivid desires. Ten fortunate 
years of advancement and improvement in color design and 
pattern. Ten fortunate years with, for those of us who are the 
least bit superstitious, a "lucky seven" in each year; two such 
"lucky sevens" in the year 1977, not to mention all the days with 
a seven in them thruout the· decade before us. A challenge to 
every hybridizer, amateur or professional, an invitation to every 
iris lover, young and old alike, to adorn his or her garden with 
many of the newer more fascinating originations that will become 
ours during the coming ten years. Not one of us need be dair
voyant .. or a crystal ball consulter .. or listen to a gypsy dream 
spinner as to the many more pleasure giving garden subjects 
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waiting in store for us. Some may seem like miracles or dreams 
impossible. But many of these dreams once thought of as im
possible are coming true in many other lines or fields of en
deavor. One need only to think of our space efforts. It will take 
no sup·er insight power on the part of any of us to become fore
casters of future spellbinders. Lets begin with: 

WHITES-Altho there seems to be an abundance of good 
white iris in existence we shall continue to bring forth whiter 
exciters. We shall also give them that added touch of distinction 
by giving them differently colored beards. In addition to the 
yellow, white, pink and various shades of red beards now in 
acceptation we shall be seeing blue, brown green and purple 
beards. One amateur "pollen dauber" (known to many of us) tells 
that he is working for a white with a black beard. All success to 
this glory seeker! A ;white with a black beard sounds way out, 
but not an impossibility. It may not come in the ensuing ten 
years but likely far before the turn of the century. Variously 
colored bands around the standards and falls of already alluring 
whites can and will come to enhance their loveliness, their ex
quisite beauty. 

YELLOWS and CREAMS-They too, like the whites, can 
be embellished with a beard of blue, brown, green or purple. A 
black beard on a rich golden-hued iris should truly be a master
ful work of art. Add a colored band to this yellow iris and it will 
have effectiveness PL US. We can look forward to this future 
accomplishment. 

PINKS-The same excitability can be given them by adding 
these newer colors in beards and bands. Imagine the glamor a 
pink iris 1could possess and display were it to flaunt a beard of 
black-or-have a black band encircling its standards and falls 1 

BLUES-We are all aware of the need for a pleasingly 
showy red bearded blue .... be it light, medium or dark. The 
appearance of such an iris is on our present day horizon. Its 
actuality is very close at hand. 

PLICATAS and AMOENAS-And the fancy or uniquely 
color patterned irises are joining the parade of sparkling new 
acquisitions. We are beginning to see pink and apricot ground 
plicatas and, they'll come with a light blue ground also. And 
don't let's be over-surprised in the near future if we see dark 
plicatas with reversed pattern markings. Pink amoenas-real eye 
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openers and thrillers will soon make an appearance in iris plant
ings, at iris shows and exhibitions. We may, upon a first viewing, 
utter an exclamation of amazement at seeing an iris with rich 
pink standards and snowy white falls ... or velvety red standards 
and purity white falls. 

BICOLORS-Peach-pink standards with lavender-blue falls 
are already with us. They will be improved. Other exciting 
charmers with pinker standards and falls of deep orange, bluer 
blue, brown, red, purple or black will appear during these "lucky 
seven" years. A quite likely prospect is a rich yellow with true 
blue falls-also the reverse of this attention getter. 

BROWNS, REDS and BLACKS - That truly red still 
seems to be eluding us. While we are waiting we'll bedeck this 
group of darker beauties, the browns, reds, and blacks with lace, 
fluting and ruffles and we'll further glamorize them with vividly 
red beards. This should help. 

These predictions of new irises to come may sound wild, 
far. out in space, even slightly preposterous but let's remember, 
or make it known to ourselves, that in the iris we have a flower 
capable of producing or displaying a thousand and one color 
patterns. They are all there for us to reach out and grasp or 
attain. We have the sources, the parentages, the forerunners or 
pathfinders available for use in reaching our goals. It's just a 
matter of patience and believing. 

NOTE: Reprinted from Spring, 1970 issue of Region 15's 
NEWSLETTER. Les Peterson lives in Region 12 at Salt Lake 
City, Utah. He has produced some fine and startlingly different 
patterns in irises. For example, the fabulous, GALA MADRID. 
It is obvious that there is no one better qualified to write about 
the future of iris colors. Ed. · 
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GENE & GE.RRY'S IRIS GARDENS 
39 E. Patrick St. Frederick, Maryland 21701 

PRESENTS 

MAY ROMANCE CMr. George Crossman, 1971) $25.00 
TB 32" M. Lovely ruffled form featuring overlapping stand
ards of pale orchid tinted pink; flaring, fluted falls of violet. 
Coral pink beard. Good branching, bud count 7. Firm sub
stance and healthy blue-green foliage. Well receive_d at 
Wichita. 
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Estimated attendance of 500 at the FSK Iris Show, Towson, Md. In center, L to R', 
Ann Dasch, and Frances Brown. 

View of Blue 

It i d g e Iris 

show at Rad
ford. 

Ann Allen dug free rhizomes at her 

Rocky Road Iris Farm for Peggy Lou 

Roche (President of the "F.S.KEY 

Kl OS") and other interested area 

Baltimore Youth Members. Mrs. Allen's 

generosity is the sort of encouragement 

that really helps young irisarians! 
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