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We are a couple of weeks late with our catalog this year, for
which we apologise. Time has a habit of slipping away, and all at
once we find that it is time to greet all of our old friends once
again, as well as the new names on our mailing list who we hope
will become our new friends. When we are in the process of mailing
out catalogs or shipping orders, it is always pleasant to recognize
familiar names who have come back to us year after year. We try
to grow the best iris stock possible, and the number of these "re
peaters" indicates that we have done pretty well at it.

This is our fourth year of specializing in the dwarfs and medians,
with Just a few tails, mostly in our Introductions. Back when we
first went into the iris business, we tried to provide a cross sec
tion of all the varioiis types that will survive our climate. But
there are hundreds of sources for the tails, but very few growers
provide an extensive selection of the "little irises." Being ad
dicted to the iris in all its forms, we decided to specialize and
to provide the dwarf and median fanciers with a source where they
could find a broad representation of both the older arui the newer
varieties. We don't claim to have a complete list, but we doubt
whether any other grower offers a broader selection.

The dwarfs and medians are a valuable addition to any iris plant
ing. When the iris virus really bites you, it is hard to settle for
the two to four weeks of really spectacular bloom provided by the
tall bearieds. We are often surprised when even seasoned irisar-
ians visit us here at Riverdale and express amazement at the wealth
of color and form we display a good three to four weeks before the
TB season. We also grow, but do not list, spurias, Siberians, Japs,
and numerous species. There is seldom a time during the gardening
season when we don't have some kind of an iris to look at.

We are both accredited Judges of the American Iris Society and
also the Dwarf Iris Society, and we think we know quite a bit about
irises between us. We always have dozens of seedlings from various
hylriiizers on trial in our gardens, and we often arrange to intro
duce the ones that look good to us.
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CLASS IF IGATions;

The irises we list fall into several different categories, based
mostly on height and season of bloom. The American Iris Society
publishes annual check lists baaed on the information it has avail
able, But various sections of the AIS, as well as other related
societies have in some cases set up their own check lists, which
may or may not be in agreement with the official AIS registrations,
here is where I (Clenn) find iqyself in a difficult position. We have
a family membership in the AIS, and I am on the Board of Directors.
¥e hold a family membership in the itedian Iris Society, We hold a
family membership in the D\;arf Iris Society, and another in the
name of Eiverdale Iris Cardens, but to make matters worse I am also
a Vice President. The complications that arise when there are dis
crepancies in classifications require decisions on our part* and
we always anticipate letters of protest because something or other
was misclaSBified. We appreciate receipt of all such protests,
but we have used and will continue to use whatever classification
seems to us at the moment to be the best authenticated. The best we

can hope for is to "please most of the people most of the time.

ISHMS;

All orders will be accepted subject to available stock of quality
that meets our standards. We will substitute only with your per
mission. Otherwise we will refund your money, Nxcept for certain
varieties set by agreements with other growers, our prices are
based on available supplies, frequently below usual list prices.
We will include generous extras, depending on the size of your
order. We will still prepay the postage on orders of ;^10.00 or
more. 6n, smaller orders we require to help offset costs.

The foregoing applies to surface mail. If you are located any
great distance from Minneapolis, we strongly recommend that you add
$1.00 for airmail. At this point, when criticism of our postal
system seems to have become something of a national pastime, we can
not pass up the opportunity to commend our own local service, from
which we have received the best possible cooperation. Unfortunately
it appears th&t this is not universally true. We had two shipments
to east coast destii^ations last year that took over two weeks to
get there*' Nobody can possibly pack plants well enough to keep
them in good condition that long, so we strongly suggest that
the extra buck is well worth while.

For our foreign customers, we will ship only by airmail. Surface
mail is entirely too slow for our plants to arrive in good condition.
To those who are known to us, we suggest that you send no money in
advance. Just tell us what you want, and we will ship and bill

II

-2-



you later for the plants plus the postage. Kew foreign customers who
have not done business with us before have several options. You may
remit for the price of the plants and we will bill you later for the
amount of postage. Or you may estinate the postage and include it,
in which case one or the other of us may come up  a few cents over or
short. Or you may send us references to established growers in your
country who are known to us, in which case we will ship without pay
ment and bill you for plants plus postage. Or if you have any better
suggestions, we are very open-minded. Just a couple of points. The
60 to 90 day terms common in sohb foreign countries are not applicable
here. We expect payment within 30 days after the billing date. You
may remit by personal money order or by checks negotiable in the U.S.
You may wish to go to one of your larger local banks and buy U.S.
currency, which is what we usually do when we order from overseas.
One other thought: Some countries make plant importations so diffi
cult that we won't attempt to cope with them. In these cases we will
simply return your money.

&UAEAKTEE:

Our guarantee is and alvay-s has been the same. You MUST be satisfied
with no conditions attached. We will replace anything, any time, for
any reason, or we will refund your money. Our gardens are state in
spected and licensed. Every plant that goes cut of hers is thoroughly
washed, sterilized, and dried before packing in sterile packing mater
ials. All of our gardens are completely emptied, refurbished and reset
every second year. What can cause trouble is that (1) a seed from a
chance bee pod may have escaped, or (2) a peanut sized rhizome may
have broken off and been plowed under. Either condition may cause a
wrong plant to come up in the ri^t row. We take all precputions to
be sure no customer gets the wrong plant, but if we happen to make
a mistake, please let us know so we can rectify the error. We don't
fear the trifling percenta^ge of complaints that we receive. What
we ia fear is the well meaning customer who doesn't tell us, but
tells somebody else.'

EEailLIZEH:

Ecr local customers only we can supply a 10-20-20 fertilizer for
pick-up at the gardens. This is the same product we use on all of
our plantings. It is ideal for irises, IC^ nitrogen, 20J^ each of
phosphorus and potash. It is 2^ times the strength of the ucual
garden fertilizer. A little goes a long way. There may be a shortage
this year, but while we can supply it the price will be $3.30 for
a 50 lb. bag, or we will sell in bulk at a pound.
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CATALOG AMASGLMaUT:

last year we had a few complaints from c’Jstomers because they had
to look too many places to find the dwarf varieties they wanted.
We set up the various categories in their proper classifications, and
then at the end of each category we put in "Older Varieties", where
we listed varieties that we could sell at a uniformly low price,
each with Just a one line description. The reason for this was
purely economic, because a line of type for a iris costs the
same as for a $25.00 one. This year we ai-e trying to compromise by
adding the following "Table of Contents", s.t.il.1 retaining the "Older
Varieties", but hoping that our customers will find this listing
helpful. The last thing we want to do is make our catalog hard to
Use. The nezt-to-the-l&st thing we want to do is go broke printing
it. We hope this arrangement will be helpful. If not, please let
us know and we will try to figure out something else.

New introductions
Miniature dwarfs
Miniature dwarfs, older varieties
Standard dwarfs
Standard dwarfs, older varieties
Intermediates (all)
Borders (all)
Miniature tall beardeds (all)
Tall beardeds (all)
ArlimedB

Bearded species
Beardless species

Page 5 to 7
Page 8 to 15
Page 16 to 17
Page 17 to 28
Page 28
Page 28 to 34
Page 35 to 38
Page 38 to 41
Page 41 to 42
Page 42 to 44
Page i+4 to 46
Page 46 to 47

Join now and receive a copy of the current Portfolio,
These publications are always full of technical infer-
nation not available eleewhert;.

Annual dues are:

Single . .
Pami ]y . .
Sustaining

Back issues uf the Portfolios and the 15'61 Chock List
are still available at $1.25 each postpaid. Send dues
or re(iuests for further infomation to:

Mrs. Mda P. iiyres, Secy.
624 Past Ar>;h Streat

PortL-inid, i'xliana 4737^

$2.00
$3.00
$5»00 or moi’e
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TALL BEAHm

LILAC MOUNTAIN (Bakke-Messer) TB 36"
((Lake of the Isles x (Sdlg. x Pierre Menard) X Prince
Indigo)) Bright rosy lilac self, lightly ruffled, with very
clear color. Well branched. Huge flowers on a tall stem,

BONLJSa BHARIiSII

15.00

7.50PLICTISSIMA (Walter Welch) BB 20"
Sdlg. P-215 (Monardo X Widget) Here is a pink on white plicate
bordered iris. Domed white stds. with pink plicate edging.

Flaring white falls with anthrocyanin pink border. Excellent
form and proportions.

SUPEH VARIEGAIA (Walter Welch) BB 21"

Sdlg. B~3l'+ (Parentage lost) Domed stds. are deep yellow.
Flaring red falls with yellow border,
bright colors and fine form. Three branches beginning at 5"
plus terminal. 3" flowers are in proportion.

MINIATUHE TALL BEARDEDS.

AMETHYST SUNSET (Walter Welch) MTB 20"  * *

A real show-off, with

Sdlg. 3-301 ((Diploid amoena X (Kinglet x Gold Imperial)) You
may already have noticed that we are Introducing things other
than MDBs from Walter Welch, the unq.uestioned master of the min
iatures. This one has domed yellow stds. Bright amethyst violet
falls, spot patterned with a yellow border. Three branches
and terminal. 10 buds, ard fertile. Sound promisingT

PALE AMOENA (Walter Welch) MTB I?"

Sdlg. X-3OO (Diploid TE blue X diploid recessive TB recessive
white.) Domed white stds. Horiaontal falls with big blue spot
bordered white, Ideal table ii’is form,

TUTCNE ELSGANCE (Walter Welch) MTB 20"

Sdlg. B-3C3 (Parentage unknown) Creany white domed stds.
Flaring ivory-^white falls with a clean white beard. Has two
branches plus terminal, and appealing table iris elegance.

INTESMh^DlATE BEARDEDS

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

-lEWEL (Alta Brown) 13 20"
'1 1409-2 (Parentage unknown) Pale orchid cr wisteria

.  .. ch of gold at the hafts. Orchid beard. Long blooming

(Continued)

7.50

O - /

season.
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N£W HJ'JHODUCTIOMS CCoat.iuuad)

Interjaedlate Bearded (contiimsd)

?.50LOVIKO TOUCH (Alta Brown; IB 24"

Sdlg. 1323-20 (Bastel Gem L i<ovilia} A smooth, bright spec
trum violet (»/ilson 735) with beautiful form and good substance,

lighter violet beard, heavy and bushy,
rounded, with nice ruffling.

Wide petals, faired and

Showy and floriferous.

u\

7.50ShA AhGBii (Alta Brown) SBB 11"

Sdlg. ‘M 1291-26 (Sky Baby i Grace Note) Baffled light sea blue
stds.

laid with dai'ker hyacinth blue, lighter at edges,

beard. Uively form.

THOPiC BABi: tAlta Brown) SL’B 11"

Sdlg. M 1397-6 Sunlit Trail X Gingerbread fen) Beautifully

formed deep golden tan, sligiitly darker around the medium
blue beard. Ruffled, rounded, hcrizcntaliy flaring falls.

K1HI/.TUI4: swarf BBAicD:-II>S

Ruffled and horizontally flared falls the same, over-
light blue

7.50

AI^RIL B7-LLUT (Cleo Palmer) 111'

Sdlg. 6603 (Lilliput X Sulina)

many recent garden trials,
with a proaiincnt violet

flaring form.

BABY STAR (Alta Brown) K3B 4"

Sdlg. J} 789-10 (('.vhite Mite X 1 410-7 (Outo Capers x Sea C *
Blue)) SbuiII, dainty white punila with shadiiigs of pale blue-

greon Ir center of falls. Wliite bear
a point, suggesting a star effect. ,B

GAY SUHSHIliB Uavid Sindt) i-lLii 4^" .

one of our pets cut of our

Light blue etds. Palls the- same
spot and a pjure white beard. Lovely,

Flaring falls roll toi.. «

vuc ;-  )

Sdlg. 108 (Atomic Blue X pumila; Prom the creator of Sun
Sparkle, wiruier of the 1972 Caparne Av/ard, couos this lovely

little companion, light yellow stds. Palis the seme with

small area cf brignt yellow around the pure white beard
Wide rounded petals, domed and flared. Pine pumila form

Klhi-SPARX (Alta Brown;

Sdlg. D 936-51 (Kini Flic X sister seedling) White stds.
with lavender plicata markings at edges. White falls with

lavender lines radiating out from the bright orange beard.
Rounded and flaring foriii.

5.CC

5.00

5.00

5.00

(Uoutinued)
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MiLiKTflQD.U(;£IONS_Lagntijm;ied)

Miniature Dwarf Beardeds (Continued)

EA.ISIH BYSS (Dunbar-Sindt) MDB 7"
Sdlg. 60-1 ((Brite x unknown) X Brownette)) From the many
Dunbar seedlings on trial in our gardens, David Sindt select
ed this one for introduction. Light yellow stds. Intense raisin
brown falls sharply edged in yellow. Creamj' beard. Visitors
at our gardens had fits over it.

SMALL ClfiCLS (Alta Brown) MH3 6"
Sdlg. D 92?“3 (hula Doll X unknown) Smooth, clear lavender
or wisteria blue. Snell round violet spot in center of falls.
Whits beard. Touch of brown at haft. Fine form. Floriferous.

SNOW GIBL (jilta Brown) MDB 6"

Sdlg. 936-30 (Mini-Plic X sister seedling) White stds. with
greenish midribs. White rounded, flaring falls with pale
green veins. Light yellow beard. Charming sister of Mini-Spark.

SPOT PATTBBN (Walter Welch) MDB hi"
Sdlg. A-503 ((White Mite x unknown) x (Cretica x White Mite)
X unknown)) Domed white stds. Horizontal falls with a blue

center bordered white. First cross seedling in the parentage
was an amoena, which suggests interesting breeding potentials.

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

PREVIOUS INTRODUCTIONS
included in general list this year

AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY

We recommend membership in this great society, which has been res
ponsible for the phenominal development of the iris within recent
years.

Due B are ●

Single
Family

Annual IrkPhial

18.75
22.50

7.50
9.00

For further information, write us or:

American Iris Society
Clifford W. Benson, Exec. Secy.
2315 Tower Grove Avenue
St. Louis, Missouri 63IIO
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Iheee are the smallest (4 to 10 inches) and the earliest hloorning of
the bearded irises. Cur divisions will be as generous as stock per
mits, frequently double plants. Older varieties will be found at the
end of this section.

AJjSMSJI (Warburton. 196

Deep purple-red self with dartiar markings and matching
beard. Dot a heavy increaser here, but reliable.

JiFXLL AOCSKT (Brown 1966)

a/

1.

Ifight yellow stds. with a darker midrib. Mustard yellow falls,
deeper around the pale blue beard.

APlilL BALLET (?al,a?r l^Tj) 5.
See new introductions, page 6.

APBIL GHAHM (Brown I965) 1.

rale cream stds. Green-gold falls with creaniy edging.
Cream beard.

IL12T (Brown I965) 1.

Ivory-white stds. Dark brown falls edged in Ivcc-jr. Ivory
beard.

APBIL BOSE (Brown I965) 1,

Eosy purple stds. Hose-red falls lighter at the edges.

APRIL SUD (Brown 1964) 1,

Pale lemon yellow with deeper spot in falls. Yellow beard.

APRIL- VAR (Brown I966) 1.2
Bright yellow stds. Red-brcwn falls, lUirrovly edged yellcw.
Ivory beard. Pumila hybrid.

ATOMIC BLUE (Welch I96I) .6

Tiny, clear sky blue pumila sell with a white beard.

BABY BEE (Brown 1971) 3.0
Pumila, hybrid with bright canaiy yellow stds. Falls same
with twin spots of very dark brown on each, side of the
ivory beard, like a small bee.

BABY JEWEL (Brown 1971) 3.0
Ivory-white stds. with a large green midrib. Falls white
with a well defined maroon-violet spot. Ivory-whito beard.

(Continued)

1.00

00

00

00

00

00

00

5

0

0

0
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Miaiatux* Dwarfs, continued

4.00BABY OBGHID (Brown 

Pumila hybrid. Orchid standards with a bluish midrib. Palls

light orchid with medium violet brushing on each side of the
light orchid beard. Good form and lovely colors.

BABY SMILB (Brown 

Very early pumila hybrid. Pale yellow stds. Bich yellow falls
blending to pale yellow at edges.

BABY star (Brown 1973)

White beard.

See new introductions, page 6.

BE3 WIRGS (Brown I960)

Bright yellow stds. Canary yellow falls with a small
maroon-brown spot on each side of the beard. Pumila sdlg.

(Please excuse the above bust. These stencils are too expensive

to throw away!)

BLACK TOP (Welch I960)
Dark violet stds. Very dark blackish falls.

BLUE BEFET (Roberts I967)
Bright medium blue stds.
lower half. Light blue beard.

BLUE GAPERS (Brown I967) ● ● ●

Purple falls edged lighter on the
Capame Award 1971.

Sea blue pumila with a wash of rose-purple over the center
of the falls. White beard.

BLUE 'WHISKERS (Welch I96O)
Yellow self with a light blue-violet beard.

BRKHil IDEA (Brown I969)

Bright chromium yellow stds. with cadmium orange falls and
a shov;y blue beard. A bright spot in the garden.

BROWR WINGS (Mahood I968)

Cream stds. Lifter cream falls with a light brown spot.

BUDDHA SONG (Dunbar 1970)
(introduced by Riverdale) Pale white stds. with violet-blue
midrib. Deeper violet falls, darker and redder toward center.
Blue-white beard. Recurved falls give it an aril appearance.

BUTTERCUP CHARM (Brown 1970)

Bright yellow stds. Smooth orange falls banded yellow.
Dainty size, with serrated edges and excellent form.

(Continued)

4.00

5.00

.75

.60

.75

1.00

.60

1.50

1.25

2.50

2.00
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