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VIRGINIA 

AIS JµDGES FOR 1973 

REGION 4 

H Rev. Paul E. Folkers Blairs, Virginia 24527 
(Omitted from list of Judges, April, 1973 issue of NEWSCAST) 

EDITOR'S PAGE 

Have never spent a more interesting, rewarding, enjoyable 
but utterly wearing iris season. Maybe I don't hold up as well c:s 
I used to or perhaps I undertake more and more-whatever, I'm 
exhausted. An old gentleman of my acquaintanc·e once said 
upon leaving a party, "I have enjoyed about all I can stand of 
this". Surely, if the iris season had lasted a few more days, the 
same would have been true of me. 

Have just completed and mailed the first year progress re
ports to the hybridizers on guest irises in tour gardens for Con
vention '74. I wish to thank the tour garden owners for their 
cooperation and support. It was quite a lengthy job and I 
sincerely hope it is of some worth to the hybridizers. 

Thanks go also to Drs. D. C. N earpass, Roy Epperson and 
Lloyd Zurbrigg who undertook the task of writing comments on 
some of the tour gardens for '74. Dr. and Mrs. Nearpass came 
from Maryland for a long week-end, Roy Epperson from North 
Carolina for a very long day and Lloyd covered the median 
plantings. This is no easy task and we do appreciate the time they 
spent both in garden visiting and in writing the articles which 
will appear in the August and December issues of NEWSCAST 
and the October and January National Bulletins. 

It is with great pleasure that we announce the appointment 
of Dr. E. Roy Epperson as Associate Editor of Newscast. He 
replaces Tom Ford whose health at this time somewhat limits 
his activities. We are grateful for Tom's efforts in hehalf of 
NEWSCAST and hope his health will steadily improve. 

Roy will bring to this office a great deal of ability and we 
hope he will take over from your tired Editor in the not too dis
tant future. As you know, I have felt for several years that I 
have served over-long in this capacity. 

'Til December - RENA 
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R.V.P. MESSAGE 

We missed you at the Regional Meeting at Tyson's Corner 
and at the National Meeting in Philadelphia. Both were excellent 
conventions thoroughly enjoyed by all those in attendance. You 
are doing a great disservice to yourself if you can, but fail to 
attend these meetings. The pleasure gained, the information 
derived, and the friendships made and renewed are tremendous. 
Hope to see you in Roanoke next May at the National Conven
tion which will also include our Regional Meeting. Elsewhere in 
this issue you will find the minutes of the Executive Board meet
ing held on May 25, 1973. 

· Particularly, I would call to your attention one a•ction of the 
board. It involves the matter of finances which I have discussed 
with you many times-maybe too many times. The Board by 
motion, carried 11to4, established 75% as the amount of chapter 
auction proceeds that should be sent to the Regional Treasurer to 
finance the publication of Newscast and other regional activities. 
This will work only if each chapter conducts successful auctions 
ea;ch year. I favored a policy of 75% of auctions or $3.00 per mem
ber, whichever were greater, but my sentiments did not prevail. 
Hopefully, this will be my last discussion of finances in News
cast. Our most successful auction at the Regional meeting, to
gether with anticipated additional revenues from sale of the 
Regional iris·es at the chapter auctions would indicate that the 
"financial doom" will not occur in. my term of office. 

However, in the interest of sound, viable organization, 
through the coming years I say to you:' 

(1st) Any contribution by any chapter must be voluntary. 
Our present Constitution and bylaws makes no provision for 
mandatory dues or assessments. The Executive Board can only 
recommend methods of financing. The rest is up to you. 

(2nd) The funds to promote a Regional meeting have always 
been provided by the host chapter and it has hecome a practice 
for the host chapter to defer any payments to the Regional Treas
ury in the year preceeding the meeting. (The exception being C 
& P chapter who made a contribution for last year.) It is being 
hoped and is generally true ·that these chapters make a larger con
tribution in the subsequent year. The Blue Ridge Chapter in spon
soring a National Meeting has undertaken a heavy financial bur
den and it is anticipated that they w'ill not be able to make con
tributions to the .Region in 1972 or 1973. Since th'is chapter has 
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been one of the most consistent and generous contributors, this 
income will be missed. Hqwever, this loss is only temporary, for 
in 1974, I feel certain they will come forth in a big way. In the 
meantime, with your generous support we will make 'it. 

(3rd) Some chapters support public plantings and/or other 
Iris activities. That should receive special recogn'ition prior to any 
75% - 25% allocation of auction proceeds. 

We will continue from time to t'ime to publish the amounts 
contributed by each chapter and we hope to do something about 
the inactive chapters who are not contributing anything . 

. We make apology to the Francis Scott Key Chapter for in~ 
advertently including the year 1967 with a zero contribution in 
figuring the average contribution. Francis Scott Key Chapter did 
not exist in that year and with this correction they hold the 
position of second largest average contributor. 

The coming year will undoubtedly be the most important 
ever for Region 4. To· host a National Meeting, with possibly 500 
registrants, is a very special privilege as well as a tremendous 
undertaking. Let us all get involved and make this an outstanding 
convention-one that will never be forgotten. 

RVP BILL 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

May 25, 1973 

The Executive Board of Region 4, AIS met in the afternoon 
of May 25th, 1973. at the Holiday Inn, Tyson's Corner, Virginia, 
with the RVP, Mr. William D. Kelley, presiding. The following 
board members were present: Mr. Kelley, Dr. Epperson, Mrs. 
Dasch, Mr. Browder, Mr. Owens, Mrs. McMullin, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harp, Mrs. Hoffmeister, Mrs. Purdy, Mrs. Miller, Mr. Stephen
son, Dr. Nearpass, Mrs. Crumpler, Dr. and Mrs. Figge. We 
welcomed a guest, Dr. Oskar F. Stahel, President of the Swiss 
Iris and Lily Friends, who was visiting our Regional and the 
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National Meeting in preparation for bringing a group to attend 
the National Meeting 1n "Region 4 in '74". 

Mr. Kelley mentioned all those of the Board who had been 
or were still ill and everyone was wished a speedy recovery. 

No formal agenda had been prepared-so business was taken 
up in the usual order. The minutes were accepted as printed in 
the Newscast. There were reports with discussion as follows: 

Historian and Librarian: Mrs. Purdy brought the scrapbooks 
which were exhibited in the evening. There was a discussion 
about the AIS material which had been collected by Jim Aultz 
and perhaps will reach us someday. Mrs. Purdy also said we had 
a complete collection of the AIS Bulletins from 1966. She wants 
the chapters to know there is interesting material available from 
the library. 

Newscast: . Mrs. Crumpler reiterated that the Newscast is 
known far and wide as being a most excellent publication, and 
gave a substantiating report. 

Conventions: Mr. Browder announced that Blue Ridge had 
agreed to have the Regional in '75. Marydel had turned down the 
idea of having it in '76. Mr. Kelley said that Lewisburg had only 
6 members and he is considering a proposal that several chapters 
consolidate and try to have a convention at Charleston, W. Va. 
in '76. 

Judges' Training: Mr. Stephenson reported the excellent train
ing dass on the Median Iris. under Bee Warburton, with 21 mem
bers attending, held just previous to the Board Meeting. He told 
about the outstanding job Ann Dasch had done with a series of 
judging classes for the Francis Scott Key Chapter and neighbor
ing areas. He said that at the National Convention next year there 
will be a very unusual Judges' Training Course. The Nation.al 
Chairman of Exhibition Judging is working on 'this, and it will 
be held in an excellent area in the Hotel Roanoke. He also men
tioned there was a new judging sheet we were to test in judging 
in the gardens the next day. 

Membership: Roberta McMullin reported 353 members, ~72 
including the Youth Members. There still seems to be confusion 
due to the split times o.f renewals, but Roberta asked that 
EVERYone do something toward getting new members. 

Auctions: Roy Epperson reported that out of 11 chapters, 7 of 
them had held auctions or sales; that our region was one of the 
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few that has inaugurated a reg'ional auction and that one would 
again be held this evening for '72 and '73 rhizomes. 

PhotographY': Dr. and Mrs. Figge reported that they are trying 
to expand the collection by taking pictures of other than tall 
bearded irises. 

Exhibitions: Mrs. Frances D. Brown reported that only Mary
del gave a show, but Dr. Nearpass corrected this by saying that 
the C & P Chapter had also given one. Mrs. Dasch reported that 
the Youth Members of Francis Scott Key had held one the week 
before. 

Test Garden: Mrs. Hoffmeister reported that there was less 
than 50% bloom in the test garden. Mr. Kelley said there were 
excellent hybridizers in our region who were not receiving the 
re.Cognition they deserve becaus·e the judges were not getting 
around to the gardens. It was announced there will be no test 
garden in '74 because of t~e National meeting. 

Youth Activities: Mrs. Dasch said that Region 4 used to be first 
in Youth Members and now we rank 4th. Other regions are grow
ing rapidly, while we are slipping. She announced the Jeanne and 
Nelson Price Bowl for the Region 4 Youth Achievement Award 
which will be given annually, using the same criteria as the 
National AIS Youth Achievement Award. Any AIS member may 
nominate a youth member. There was a general discussion, and 
it was agreed that an inscribed certificate will accompany the 
bowl and the Board will underwrite this and the postage for mail
ing it. 

Because the hour was late, and we were due at the Cox gar
den for a picnic supper, it was voted and passed that we omit the 
individual Chapter reports since they would be published in 
Newscast. The meeting was adjourned. 

ROSALIE YERKES FIGGE 
Secretary, pro tempore 



TREASURER'S REPORT 

REGION 4 - AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY 

Balance: April 26, 1972 $ 250.87 

Received: 1972 -

Advertising - Nearpass 15.00 
C & P Chapter 156.00 
BlU'e Ridge Chapter (Auction of Reg. Irises) 54.64 

Auction - Region 4 Iris 259.00 
Gifts for Auction $22.00 
Less Mailing Costs 6.88 
Marydel Chapter 
Newscast subscriptions: (Harder & Ptrn) 
Norfolk Chapter 
Francis Scott Key Chapter: (Mbrshps) 
Francis Scott Key Chapter: (Auction) 
Eastern North Carolina Chapter 

1973: Dr. Anne Lee -
R. S. Rosenfels (contrib for postage) 

Subscription: Bowersox - Thoolen 
Advertising: Newscast: Stephenson, 

Burger, Van Dexter 
Southern W·est Virginia Chapter 
Nearpass (AIS mailing tape) 
C & P Chapter 
Western N. C. Chapter 

Total Receipts 

Disbursed: 1972 

15.12 
63.00 
6.00 

100.00 
153.00 
35.50 

125.00 

10.00 
6.00 

13.50 
84.00 
3.50 

204.00 
100.00 

Membership Chairman-Mailing Exp .. $ 4.80 
"" r 2i3.'' r!'r Irises for Auction in 1973 (Total) rl,t.w-~-K,, 

AIS Membership mailing tape 3.65 
Walters Printing Co. (Sept) ,r .ff' .. 1 ,~; r~1~7?: 
Mrs. A. W. Rice-Mailing Newscast· · · · 23.~S · 
Meeting Room for Fall Board Meeting 31.62 

'$1J654.13 
" 



1973: AIS Membership mailing tape-Jan. 1973 3.50 
Walters Printing Co. (Jan. 1973) 493.74 
Blanche Rice-Mailing Jan. Newscast 55.41 
Rena Crumpler-Mailing April Newscast 22.85 
AIS Tapes (2)-N ewscast and 

Regional Meeting 
Walters Printing Co. (April 1973) 

8.00 
266.76 

Total Disbursements $1,413.79 

Judges Training Account - Bal. 4/26/72 $ 129.74 
R. E. Epperson: High Point Regional-

Judges Training 18.00 

Judges Training Account Total $ 147.74 

Total Balance in Bank $ 388.08 

B. J. BROWN, Treasurer 

HISTORIAN AND LIBRARIAN REPORT 

I hope that the display of the Region 4 Historian's Books 
will speak for themselves. The chapters have been very faithful 
with contributions for our book. 

Region 4 Library now has in its files a .complete collection 
of A.LS. Bulletins dating from October 1966 to October 1972. 
These are in excellent condition and quite an addition to our 
library. 

A portfolio, "Species Iris Study Manual"-1972, has arrived 
as well as a Booklet, "Iris and the Trace Elements", by Jeanne 
W. Price and published by Sea Born. 

If you are looking for seeds of rare irises, the library has 
seed listings from Lorena Reid and Mrs. J. A. Witt. 

Some extra copies of the Bulletin have been placed in the 
Talbot County Library in Easton, Maryland. 

ELMIRA PURDY, Chairman 
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THE WELCOME MAT IS OUT AGAIN 

Once again it is time to put out the "Welcome Mat" for our 
newest irisarians, and a rousing cheer for those who have return
ed to the fold by late renewal. 

It is very hard to make a hard, sharp count of our members 
as dues are paid in two hitches, but scattered all over each six 
months p·eriod. Some June dues come trickling in during October 
and some December ones fly our way in April BUT, if this is the 
way the .cookie crumbles, that's the way we'll eat it, and duly 
welcome the stragglers. 

I have tr_ied to express my welcome to new members by mail
ing a copy of the latest NEWSCAST but find sometimes I have 
duplicated the latest mailing list, so either way it is-excuse the 
duplication or forgive the oversight. My intentions are good. 

At last count, just before I left for Spring Meeting, I register 
47 non-renewals from June with 6 brand-new names and 40 non
renewals from December with 5 new names. That, to me, indi
cates that we are sliding downhill somewhat. Anything YOU can 
do about it? . 

The total membership as of 5/20/73 is 353. 

New Members:-

F.S.K. 
Miss Deborah Wilcox Y, 6517 Maplewood Rd., Baltimore, Md. 

21212 
W.N.C. 
Mr. and Mrs. Eldon G. Roswurm, 909 Dorothy St. 

Hendersonville, N. C. 28739 
Richmond 
Mrs. Flora R. Eby, Sundara, Route 1, Box 294, 

Barboursville, Va. 22923 
B.R. 
Mrs. Thomas Catalane, 5 Providence Place, Lexington, Va. 24450 

W.N.C. 
Mr. James J. Beckham, Route 11, Box 230A, Charlotte, N.C. 28213 

Richmond 
Mrs. Stanley P. Wilcox, Woodmont, Route 1, Box 620 

Crozet, Va, 22932 

ROBERTA McMULLIN, Chairman 
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"IT ISN'T RA~NING RAIN, YOU KNOW, 
IT'S RAINING IRISES ... " 

Ann Dasch 

The 1973 Regional Convention hosted by the C&P Chapter 
is history now. The fun of talking the iris lingo with fellow en
thusiasts is always a treat, but certain other as2ects of this May's 
get-together were especially pleasant. Meteorological conditions 
were uniform-yuck!- but the D.C. hosts cannot be held re
sponsible for the monsoon that sent conventioneers scurrying to 
an adjacent shopping center for boots. 

Facilities at the meeting headquarters, the Holiday Inn at 
Tyson's Corner, were more than adequate, with immaculate 
rooms and comfortable conditions for meetings, etc. And indoors, 
it was dry! 

Scheduling was convenient this year, with the first activity 
beginning after lunch on Friday. This was the Judges' Training 
se.ssion, and a special favorite of this reporter. Two noted irisar
~ans drove down from New England to serve as guest instruc
tors, Bee Warburton and Barbara Whitehouse. Fred Stephenson, 
Regional Judges' Training Chairman, opened the session with 
brief remarks stressing the responsibilities of AIS Judges. Their 
iris selections must be impartal and based upon the experiences 
of growing many forms of irises, as well as traveling to view as 
wide an assortment as possible. He reflected that the "latest iris 
may not be the best." 

Fred also stated that positions of opinion must he flexible, 
never static, as it becomes ever more important to "temper ... 
judgment in response to changing tastes." A working knowledge 
of other than tall bearded irises is a must, and this class was de
voted to an exploration of ·the world of median irises. 

Mrs. Warburton was introduced with Fred's comment, "We 
could hunt the world over and not find a more qualified instruc
tor in medians.1' This was obviously accurate as Bee, assisted by 
Barbara Whitehouse, proceeded to explain the advantages and 
district characteristics of the median classes, which include 
Standard Dwarf Bearded, Intermediate Bearded, Border Beard
ed, and Miniature Tall Bearded irises as distinguished from the 
smaller Miniature Dwarf Bearded and the larger Tall Bearded. 

Qualifications for each class were d·emonstrated on a chart, 
on passout sheets and with color slides. This reporter's notes 
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contain a wealth of informative. tidbits, such as the fact that BB 
irises are especially easy to grow in a windy area, as they seldom 
need staking with their compa-ct sturdiness. 

"Color is one of the most important things you will judge," 
stated Bee, "and the patterns are often distinctive in the smaller 
iris classes." Class qualities were also shown in slides. that ex
plained that their lesser number of buds is compensated for by 
their excellent clumping habits and many freely-p~oduced stalks. 
Pumila lines, for example, should produce six to eight stalks per 
clump. Some SDB varieties have the advantage of a veriy long 
bloom season, as stalks start early and continue to emerge over 
a period of weeks. 

Proportion, an especially vital factor in medians, was dis
cussed; this fa.ctor is not easily seen in slides, nor are plant 
balance and the number of buds per stalk. Bee stated, "You will 
never learn to judge from slides." 

Oversized blooms, fading and virus-proneness, as well as 
general ease of culture, were related to various popular medians. 
Display of color via flaring falls may be an asset, but extreme 
roundness of parts may be boring in an otherwise meritorious 
variety. 

Since the.flower of the SDB rates 50 points of the 100 total 
in point-count judging of this class, the slides showed a wide as
sortment of forms and colors. The difference between a halo 
pattern (an even, round area that circles the heard) and a thumb
print or spot (which may start at the base of the beard) was 
explained. 

IB irises are most easily distinguished by their bloom season 
but must also have nice form and an appealing color. Form was 
shown to be most often violated as sprawling or strappy. Atten
tion was paid to the haft and beard colors, as well as clean con
trast and blends that may be virtually irridescent. 

BB irises seem to be often troubled by disturbing propor
tions, ·especially when flowers are overlarge in proportion to the 
plant, and odd form may simply be caused by lack of substance. 
Exact size specifications were quoted for MTSs, which are often 
diploid and may have eight or more buds per stalk. 

Bee expressed interest in the virus that may be causing the 
lines of irregular broken color that are present in many recently 
introduced varieties. In one test, 98% of the iris·es checked show-
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ed the presence of this virus in some degree. Bee opined that the 
virus may be transmitted by the rubbing of leaves in the wind 
and also by aphids. 

Barbara Whitehouse's slides stressed the particulars of form 
as produced in hybrids of several species and their characteristics 
such as branching, form and clarity of color. Arilmeds were 
shown that evolved from arils crossed with SDBs or MDBs to 
produce unique seedlings. 

The two talented and congenial guest instructors made the 
Judges' Training class both informative and delightful. Their 
extraordinary expertise was presented eloquently for a most re
warding session. 

INDOOR OUTDOOR FUN - Friday also demonstrated · 
the congeniality and courage of C&P member Celeste Cox, as the 
perpetual precipitation changed the scheduled picnic supper into 
an indoor affair. The Cqx Familiy presented smiling faces and 
chicken dinners to the hordes of muddy conventioneers who 
deluged their charming home. Real host-man-ship! 

WELL~WATERED GARDENS TOURED 

Saturday dawned ... it must have; the sky was a lighter 
grey ... and conventioneers were bussed to the scheduled wet, 
but fascinating gardens. 

At the Dillon garden, this reporter notes Crossman's Lou
doun Charmer ('73) and Loudoun Lassie ('72) growing side by 
side. The formet, a beige and violet bicolor with a striking red
orange beard, was distinguished by blue-violet veinings up the 
standards, reminisent of Guitar Country. L. Lassie was similar, 
with a pink influence in the falls and good bud count displayed 
with modified candelabrum branching on a stalwart stalk. 

A seedling listed as 68-113 was an unusually vivid orange 
with a tangerine beard and wide parts. Parisian Blue demonstrat
ed the branching that made it a show bench winner on the West 
Coast last year. Royal Touch thumbed its nose at the weather
man and made a display of intense color as did Dr. N earpass' 
Lord Baltimore, a clean and showy performer. 

Lady of Loudon offered dassy bud count. Quetta, here, was 
an appealing contrasty plic whose form changes rapidly as it 
ages. 
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Yvonne Burt was a light red-violet that was frankly out
standing. Seedling 6849 is noted as a pale pink self edged with 
gold that is subtly appealing. 

Next on the morning agenda was a visit to the Crossman 
Garden. Dover Beach gets an exclamation point and has lots of 
buds, and Lord Baltimore was nice again with its e:x;cellent 
proportions. · 

Homeward Bound (not yet introduced, according to this 
reporter's notes) was a bicolor that captured many eyes with its 
luscious color harmony and stalwart substance. 

Mr. 'Crossman's seedlings numbered 6418 and 7048 were 
especially noteworthy in their home garden, even under .the ad
verse weather conditions ... and what better acid test of iris 
potential than rain and wind! 

The two Loudouns-Lassie. and Charmer-were showing 
off again. Burger Seedling F35 was appealing and E 21 has fine 
branching habits. 

Sinful Papa (Tucker '71) drew attention, as did Moldovan's 
pink Wide Acclaim with its distinctive beard. This reporter's 
notes were sketchy ... and soggy ... as wet paper and a wet pen 
made illegible notes, but once again Yvonne Burt ,rated a star 
with its blooms well formed and well held on an excellent stalk. 
This variety s·eemed to show its e:x;cellence wherever planted. It 
did so under the worst weather conditions. Amen. That is the 
mark of a real champ. 

This reporter has learned to consider those two factors 
much more heavily than before. Having eagerly given prime 
garden space and precious money for a gorgeous brown recent 
"biggy" with high hopes to use it for hybridizing, we find that 
the multi-garden star of sunlit national convention gardens 
collapses in a heap of bleached tissue when tested by r'otten 
weather. Who wants to perpetuate this fault ... or even give it 
a noticeable space in the yard? No way! Give us nasty conven
tion weather that shows us the "stuff" of a real iris ... an iris of 
the calibre to perform well in various gardens under any condi
tions. Yvonne Burt deserved the praise that it received from this 
convention! 

An excellent luncheon followed, with a chance to enjoy both 
the food and the company. C&P member Maryann Anning, at
tending her first convention was a charming and attractive young 
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irisarian whom we'll hope to see often at AIS activities. Oskar 
Stabel, the visiting president of the Swiss iris and daylily group, 
was also delightful. 

Saturday afternoon was devoted to the W alrad Garden 
which contained the Regional Test Garden. Anna Walrad, in 
addition to being a cordial hostess, had devoted great concern to 
the seedlings she guested. Unfortunate weather had kept many 
judges from making the ideal several visits to thoroughly evalu
ate the entries. Consequently, numerous judges, including your 
reporter devoted most of their time to detailed examination of 
the Test Garden. 

Named varieties in the Walrad Garden included Rain or 
Shine, which was not blooming .... vastly amusing at this point! 
Several '73s were showing well. Plough's Green Eyed Lady was 
intriguing, despite questionable proportions. B. J. Brown's Blue 
Etchings was a super-healthy huge light blue creation. 

Colorations seemed unusually intense in this garden, whether 
from chemicals present in the soil, contrast with the gloomy sky, 
or other factors. Son of Star was much brighter here than ever 
seen elsewhere over a period of years and assorted states. Mari
achi was a flashing beacon and Power and Glory displayed gar
den presence. Kilt Lilt was, as always, personality plus. 

BEEF AND BUSINESS-On Saturday evening conven
tioneers assembled in the goldtoned meet'ing room for an inform
al punch bowl session and an excellent roast beef dinner. The 
official minutes will cover details of the business meeting, but 
several points must be mentioned. Roy Epperson, for the Nelson 
Prices, presented this reporter with the new Price Award to be 
used for the annual Youth Achievement for Region 4. The gleam
ing silver Revere bowl, suitably engraved, is most appreciated 
by the Youth Committee, whose delight in awarding it to the 
winner later will reflect our gratitude to Jeanne and Nelson Price 
for their generosity and encouragement. 

Roy announced also, that the O'Brien Award winner was 
Yvonne Burt ... the sensational showman who, by golly, de
served it, as explained earlier. Fred Stephens.on announced that 
the Adelaide Award for the most outstanding seedling goes to 
4C172-6, which received more than 50% of the votes cast . . . 
another deserving winner, whose intense tones and ri.ch character 
made it really upstage its peers. 
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Convention Chairman, D.C. Nearpass, introduced the Guest 
Speakers, Bee Warburton and Barbara Whitehouse, whose slide 
program was entitled "Parents and Children in Median Breed
ing." 

A concise precis of this presentation in v'irtually impossible. 
Extensive research and carefully selected slides resulted in a 
program that was a treat to the eyes as well as intellectual 
stimulation. 

Pumilla influence was delineated, and the contribution of 
Carpathia, was demonstrated. Chamaeiris dwarfs were among 
those helping to revolutionize the median world. The important 
contributions of hybridizers Paul Cook, Walter Welsh and 
Geddes Douglas were shown. 

Evolution from various lineages· showed the development of 
median forms, patterns and colors. Pumila strains get special 
credit as producing bluer blues and velvety reds. Cretica was a 
"revolutionary breeder which produced the plicatas that were 
supposed to be impossible" in medians. 

The difficulties in obtaining pleasant proportions were 
explained. Examples of the "curse of long narrow falls" were 
shown, as well as some of Bee's own seedlings that were never 
introduced for such reasons as " ... couldn't name it because the 
foliage was too coarse." 

Although she is very critical of her own seedlings, Bee agrees 
with someone who stated that " ... a joy to the heart does not 
have to be perfect." 

Another series of slides was presented by Barbara, who 
traced the use of chamaeiris, pumilas and mellitas in inter-species 
breeding. Paul Cook was a genius, she stated, who produced Pro
genitor, the ugly iris that sires lines of beauties. 

Aril lines were traced and explained, as well as the develop
ment of arilmeds from SDBs and arils. These can be easily grown 
and are exciting for their uniqu·e patterns and entonations. 

The program presented by the two congenial New England 
median experts was a delightful climax for an iris weekend, and 
this reporter left with the resolution to plant more medians ... 
and to look forward to our next convention. 
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TYSON'S CORNER IN REVIEW 
E. Roy' Epperson 

The weekend of May 25-26 was cold, very damp and very 
ra'iny but still we came-from Maryland and Virginia and West 
Virginia and North Carolina and Switzerland - to Tyson's 
Corner. Virginia, for the 1973 annual meeting. of Region 4. 
Oskar Stahel, President of the Swiss Iris and Lily Friends pre
viewed the 1974 tour gardens of Roanoke, attended our Regional 
meet and then drove on to the National meeting at Philadelphia. 

The excellent instructors, Bee Warburton and Barbara 
Whitehouse with their informative Training session and the Fri
day evening Regional Auction are covered elsewhere in this 
issue so I will confine my remarks to the gardens and the irises · 
growing therein. 

The DILLON GARDEN: This is a large garden where 
many older and newer varieties are well grown. George Cross
man's LOUDOUN LASSIE ('72) was quite good in a clump 
here. Also, a full row of LOUDOUN CHARMER ('73) was in 
bloom and their parent LADY OF LOUDOUN ('70). EXOTICA 
('70) is very interesting, especially when the same stalk shows 
normal TB bloom as well as the six-falled, no-standard weird 
bloom! A large clump of JUSTICE (Ghio '69) just near the 
garden gate was a crowd pleaser. It is a ruffled medium blue. 

The CROSSMAN GARDEN: This is a dream garden with 
some plant blooming at all times. The 'iris beds are well laid out 
for leisurely viewing without distraction. In addition to the 
Crossman introductions there was a full bed of Clarence Blocher's 
introductions. YVONNE BURT ('70), an amethyst pink, was in 
full clump bloom. SEA OF STARS ('70) is blue with yellow 
beard and white blaze below the beard; GALENA ('72) has 
heavy substance and a white blaze on a large magenta flower: 
DELLE MOFFETT ('73) is a spectacularly large medium blue 
with many buds. Nearby were GRAND WALTZ (Schreiner 
'70), ELIZABETH STUART (B. Jones '71), and FAITH AS 
THIS (F. Brown '70) all in eye-catching full bloom. Seedlings of 
interest were Burger F-35, a large marine blue with blue beard 
and Niswonger 21-66, a laced huffy-cream with gold hafts and 
gold beard. The high-branching and low bud count may not be 
typical. The Crossman seedling patch is full of promise for iris 
lovers. 

The WALRAD GARDEN: This new garden gives evi
dence of many hours of hard work in the moving and re-establish-
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ing if it. The Regional Test Garden was here and judges evalu
ated under code and all present voted the Adelaide Award. 
Favorites, old and new, were in bloom here: KILT LILT (Gib
son '70), STUDY IN BLACK (Plough '68), SON OF STAR 
(Plough '69) and many others. Of especial interest was Anna's 
seedling # WL-66, a well-formed bicolor of white standards and 
medium violet falls with a darker flush down the center of the 
falls. 

Following the banquet and business meeting, Bee War
burton and Barbara Whitehouse presented a narrated slide show 
"Parents and Children". It is most enlightening to hear a dis
cussion of parents and the characteristics that appear in the child
ren. This was a most enjoyable climax to the 1973 Annual Meet
ing of Region 4. 

ANYONE YOU KNOW? 
Ann Dasch 

A .handsome silver trophy donated by Jeanne and Nelson 
Price will be awarded to an outstanding youngster in Region 4 
each year. Maybe he is someone you know! And maype you will 
be the person who nominates the winner! It is a pretty safe bet 
that both "someones" are reading these words. 

· The Region 4 Youth Achievement Award, based upon the 
same standards as the similar national contest, will be presented 
for the first time this year. Entries are to be mailed to th·e Region
al Youth Committee Chairman (see address, front of this maga
zine)and received by No'Vember 10, 1973. Any Region 4 AIS mem
ber of any age may nominate any Region 4 Youth Member under 
nineteen years of age. Please label this as an entry for the Region 
4 contest, as distinguished from the national entries that will 
come to the same address, or send two copies if you wish to enter 
your favor'ite nominee in both. 

Since this is the first contest, the accomplishments of the 
nominee for several years may be considered. In future contests, 
only the a·chievements of that calendar year will be counted. It 
is legal to nominate more than one candidate. 

Entries received by the Youth Committee Chairman will be 
coded to conceal the id·entity of the contestants from the panel of 
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especially selected judges. So much for the mechanics of the con
test, let's get down to nitty gritties ... 

Wh<:>-Any AIS Youth Member living in Region 4 who is under 
19-years-of-age onNovember 10, 1973. 

How-Clip out or copy and use the checklist of qualifications 
below, indicating which apply to your nominee and add a 
brief description of the candidate's activities and why you 
think he or she deserves to be recognized as an outstand
ing young irisarian. 

Why-Because you know a youngster who deserves to win. And 
because a few minutes of your time will bring honor to 
your chapter and a fine young irisarian. And because you 
may be the only one to remember to be sure that the 
winner is nominated. 

The following is an astronomical list of qualificat'ions. It's unlike
ly that any mere human fits all of these! On the other hand, it is 
likely that every Region 4 youngster displays a few of these 
qualities .. It costs only your time and your postage stamp ... be 
sure that the best candidate is nominated ... by you! 

THE OUTSTANDING YOUNG IRISARIAN 

--- grows a very fine garden of his own 
___ is an active hybridzer 
___ has contributed to an iris publication 
___ helped an iris organization with one of its activities or 

committees 
--- visits iris gardens in his area 
--- attended local, regional or national meetings 
___ is studying to become an iris judge 
___ has promoted the iris and/or AIS to others 
___ found new AIS members 
___ . competes enthusiastically in iris shows 
___ is involved in scientific research or experimentation with 

irises 
___ extends his interest to other irises than the popular TBs 
___ shows leadership among young irisarians 

Include additional information about the candidate, plus his 
name and yours, and mail to the Regional Youth Chairman. 
Thanks! 
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1973 REGIONAL AUCTION 
E. Roy Epperson 

Following a delightful picnic supper at the home of Celeste 
and Charles Cox, conventioneers gathered at. the Holiday Inn 
headquarters for the delight of contemplating future bloom and 
the fun of bidding on the auction iris. Assisted by Dr. D. C. Near
pass at the slide projector, the Auctions Chairman served as 
auctioneer and offered the following 1973 introductions: VIR
GINIA SQUIRE (Gaulter), TOUR DE FORCE (Tompkins), 
DIALOGUE (Ghio), CRYSTAL LACE (Plough), and BLUE 
LUSTER (0. L. Brown). There was good increase on all of these 
so there were several rhizomes. of ea.ch for sale. These brought 
$259.00 at bid. From the 1972 Regional Auction iris there were: 
FLAMINGO FLING (Hamblen), SOFT MUSIC (Palmer), 
GOLDEN PROFILE (Olson), NIGHT MUSIC (Benson) and 
PRICELESS PEARL (Schreiner) for a total of $68.50. Also 
offered at bid were the '72 introductions of Ghio: CLAIR
VOYANCE, ORACLE, PROPHECY and WEDDING VOW 
and CINDY ELLEN of Opal Brown. These added $142.00 to the 
auction income. Fred Stephenson offered one each of his 1974 
border bearded introductions PINK SUNDAE, SUSAN BURKE 
and 66-19-1 as a package. This bargain brought $31.00. Then 
Charlie Nearpass donated DOVER BEACH ('72) with LORD 
BALTIMORE as a bonus and there was frenzied bidding yield
ing a total of $80.00. Rena Crumpler presented a rhizome of the 
lovely 1973 Schreiner introduction BROOK FLOWER. This 
went for $26.00. 

Keeping all these sales and monies straight was Virginia · 
Epperson, to whom many thanks are due and freely given ! ! 
Roberta McMullen has become a c·eramics hobbyist and donated 
four original iris plates to be sold at auction. After spirited 
bidding, these brought a total of $27.00. Melanie Epperson helped 
out by carefully displaying these plates. If your arithmetic is 
correct, you should have a total of $633.50 for this very success
ful second regional auction. This is a net income of $465.15 for 
the regional treasury. 

Melba Hamblen of Mission Bell Gardens had graciously 
donated one rhizome each of her 1973 introductions to provide 
income for the 1974 National meeting preparations. Eager bidders 
provided $156.00 for this purpose. 

Especial than.ks must be extended to Rena Crumpler for her 
success in obtaining these fine iris for our regional auction. 

Regional Auction #2 was a tremendous success ! ! What 
about No. 3 and No. 4 and .... ? 
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. PREVIEW OF REGION 4 IN '74 
D. C. Nearpass, College Park, Maryland 

It was my pleasure to spend parts of three days, May 11, 12 
and 13, during the early part of the 1973 iris season visiting some 
of the gardens to be on tour in the Roanoke area for the 1974 
A.LS. Convention. All the iris gardens to be on tour were largely 
replanted in 1972. To be sure, here and there were some establish
ed clumps, but the new purchases, the guested newest named 
varieties and numbered seedlings were virtually all planted in 
1972. The Roanoke area had a late frost this spring, and as a 
result, the percentage of bloom was way down in many of the 
gardens. Most of the plants, thusly, will be good 2 year clumps, 
and I would expect that 1974 will give so much fine bloom that 
it will be virtually impossible for even the most energetic to see, 
to take notes, and to photograph all the fine irises that he, or she, 
wishes during the convention of Roanoke '74, . 

I made notes and took color slides of many varieties, photo
graphing the good ones, preferably a suitable stalk, or a satis
factory flower. For the Newscast, it will not be possible to write 
about all the good ones seen. 

Before I go any farther, I must admit to my own prejudices, 
and that when I go looking at irises I try to look for advances 
and novelty. Advances are occuring in many directions-toward 
more ruffles, toward wider flowers and cleaner hafts, toward 
better branching, more buds, smoother color and so on. Color is 
not everything. I have been particularly interested in the bicolors, 

NOTE: Dr. N earpass is well known for his modesty concern
ing his own creations. I have written repeatedly of the excellence 
of LORD BALTIMORE which I feel is the very finest in it's 
class; of the charm of COUNTRY MUSIC with it's defi:cate 
coloring, exquisite proportions and marvelous substance! Now, 
we have some new on-es-DOVER BEACH, a clean, attractive, 
vigorous iris w'ilth snowy standards and blue falls and a lemon 
beard. Count the branches and buds on this one! IVY LEAGUE 
is another good one in the same color class, and, last but not least, 
the most exciting flower of them all-named but not yet intro
duced-HOMEWARD BOUND. Wi·th the finest competition in 
the iris world, this one is still a stand-out in my garden. It is a 
little lazy with 'increases but is it worth waiting for? You bet 
your life ! ED 
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especiaUy those ansmg from the Paul Cook Progenitor de
scend en ts; and in the plicatas. I like wide hafts, ruffles and flut
ed falls, and look askance at haft markings in selfs and amoenas. 
A stalk with 2 branches and terminal is tolerable if the flower 
possesses sufficient novelty, but prefer the slightly zig-zag or 
$-shaped stalk with 3 to 4 branches. I will rejoice when candel
abra branched stalks with 5 branches (and with elegantly form
ed flowers) become plentiful. 

The Crumpler Garden 

The Crumpler garden is the most protected of those to be on 
tour and thus the earliest. This is truly a connisseur's garden, 
with beds .filled, but not to overflowing, with fine new things, 
recent introductions, named-vari·ety guests, and numbered seed
lings. My notes do not give me the figure, but there must be all 
of 300 different irises here. Not quite every variety .or numbered 
seedling was set to bloom, and the later ones would not open for 
a few days more, but Iris, Goddess of the Rainbow, had display
ed her glories here. 

The center beds, flanking the walkway back to the carport, 
contain many of the irises of Region 4 hybridizers. Some of my 
own things were blooming, but I shall not call them by name nor 
mention them further, but leave to others to overlook their faults, 
and find their virtues, if such occur. 

Mrs. Frances Brown, of Salem, -had on display a number of 
seedlings, but unfortunately most of these were not to open for 
an.other two or three days. Some of her named varieties were 
putting on a good show. Vista of Joy (F. Brown 1972) was a. 
very jaunty flaring medium violet-blue, with standards that 
photographed slightly lighter. Nicely branched and ruffled, this 
one should easily produce show stalks. Dresden Dream (F. Brown 
1969), creamy white with gold band was growing in a nice clump. 
Mrs. Brown's Heavenly Sunshine had only one bloom open, but 
was the most brilliant yellow to be seen 'in the garden. Faith As 
This, a 1970 introduction, is a dusty rose of a shade of color not 
seen by me in any other iris this year in some 15 gardens visited 
and was growing nicely with good stalks and branching. 

George Crossman of Hamilton, Va. was represented with a 
number of varieties that were blooming. The newest, Loudoun 
Charmer (Introduced 1973) is a sweet lass, a bicolor with pink 
standards and deeper midrib, and rose-violet falls edged deeper. 
This one has good branching and bud count and grows well. Lou
doun Lassie (1972) combines the exhuberance of a mountain lass 
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with the graceful charm of a fashion model. A good grower, with 
fine tall, well-branched stalks and with gracef.ul, flaring, lightly 
ruffled flowers in flamingo pink and rose orchid. May Romance 
(Crossman 1971) has flowers of modest size and a stalk height 
just into the tall bearded class. It possesses such vibrant colors 
in the two tones of medium light strawberry ice cream and deeper 
crushed strawberries with cream, that it deserves to be grown 
and loved by all. It is a moderate grower, and the flower form is 
all charm, grace and femininity. · 

Three of Cliff Benson's medium violet blues, similar in their 
broad, ruffled, blocky form and differing to degrees in shade 
and blueness were seen and photographed. I especially liked 
Paris Opera (1972) which had produced a normal stalk. The 
beard of this one was more of a self color, whereas those of the 
next two were somewhat lighter than the petals. Central Park 
(1972) had a short stalk on a one year plant, and Concert Spark
ler photographed somewhat more rounded in form. 

In the Crumpler 'garden, a number of pale and light blues 
with blue beards were seen, and these newer ones were splended 
flowers, but none erased the memo,ries of Joe Ghio's Eloquent 
seen and photographed at the NY convention. Palmer's Keynote 
(1972) had magnificent candelabra branching, a lovely blue
white or pale blue flower, with deeper beard, but the flower lack
ed the opulence of some others. Opal Brown's Eagle Harbor 
(1971) branched from close to the ground and had nice broad, 
ruffled form with a contrasty beard. Niswonger's Dreamin' Blue 
(for 1974 introduction) was photographed too. It is a good one. 

Three of Steve Moldovan's irises were captured in film here. 
Crown Sterling, introduced 1972, is a silvery light blue, clean, 
with nice flair and ruffle, and Neptune's Pool, also 1972, is dark, 
near navy, with a bright contrasting beard. This one is fluted and 
ruffled and flares nearly straightaway. My notes say that both 
of these had 3 branches and terminal. My notes also credit Tur
kish Treasure (Moldovan 1973) with only 2 branches and termi
nal on the one year plant, but the color is a bright rose pink, the 
form broad, ruffled and lacy, the haft dean, and the beard like a 
little bonfire, so I list it among the favorite pinks seen. 

The plicatas have been among my favorites for a long time 
and they have progressed a long way from Blue Shimmer and 
Minnie Colquitt. Four interesting ones were seen and photo
graphed in the Crumpler Garden. Kilt Lilt (Gibson 1970) has 
been seen and photographed by many and has gone toward the 
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top in the awards. Rippling Rose, also by Gibson, is more sub
dued in .effect, but was blooming nicely in an established clump. 
Pencil Sketch (Plough 1972), more of a tan plicata; perhaps the 
artist was making his preliminary drawings on brown paper 
bags. An intriguing flower nonetheless. My favorite, and perhaps 
the finest of the four mentioned is Knocke's Kiss (1971). A joy 
to behold. An elegant flower, with a very neat pattern, and nearly 
horizontal flair. Three branches and about 9 buds add to tl;ie glory 
of this fine variety. 

Now I must write something about some of the other gar
dens, but must first mention Fashion Trend (Palmer 1973) and 
Road From Madrid. Fashion Trend was blooming on a rather 
short stalk, but has abundant and ebullient ruffling, and extrav
aganHy flaring falls. The color was a clean light blue with a pale 
beard. On the .one year plant I counted 8 buds. The last to be 
mentioned was introduced by Peterson 'in 1972, and the one year 
plant did not appear to be particularly vigorous, but there in 
Road From Madrid is a variegata with really smooth falls. No 
haft markings at all, and a nice mahogany red. To be sure, there 
is some tan in the standards. Some day we can expect clean yel
low standards and rich red falls, and none of those "lines of 
character" that have kept the whole variegata class from perfect
ion. 

The Davis Garden 

The garden of the Davises, Bassett, is just off route 220, and 
the irises could not be seen from the road. Even from the drive
way, the ·extent of the iris beds could not be seen. Many of the 
guest plants were up in beds closer to the house, with the plants 
nicely spaced for individual plant viewing. On Saturday, May 12, 
not all those with stalks had open flowers, and a goodly number 
were not to bloom in '73. Of those blooming, special mention 
should be made concerning Ormolu and Navy Strut. The latter 
is to be introduced by Schreiners in 1974, is. medium dark, near 
navy, with a purple influence, and has a matching beard. The 
flower was br.oad, flaring nearly horizontally, heavily ruffled and ' 
fluted, with fine branching and about 9 buds on the 1 year plant. 
To my mind a real advance. Ormolu (Schafer 1973), with two 
flowers open, struck me as the finest golden yellow I had ever 
seen. Broad hafted, ruffled, and with almost the smoothest yel
low possible, it showed no suggestion of a lighter spot below the 
beard. This fine variety was seen in a larger dump on the 
Philadelphia tour, and there I did notice a few darker marks in 
_close to the beard, as described in the registration report. 
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In this garden good bloom was seen on some older varieties, 
most of which I already had photographed. However I did photo
graph DeForest's Bayberry Candle, and Zurbrigg's Gold and 
Ermine (1970) which is one of the finest of the yellow amoenas. 
Gatty's Flattery, introduced 1971 had some lovely light blue 
flowers on a one year plant. Jade Parade (Roach 1971) was one 
of those greenish things, and short enough to be in the border 
class, where I find it was registered. Samurai (Katherine Smith 
1972) was a variegata of the old line variegata breeding, and had 
very clean yellow standards, and nice reddish flaring falls, with 
a few of those, so difficult to eradicate, haft marks. The Burgers 
Sailor's Skies (1971) had one flower out, and appeared to be an 
improvement over Ribbon Round in substance, and about the 
same size. The Davises have started a rhododendron garden that 
will be a nice show 'in 1974 and in another 5 to 10 years will be 
quite a sight. It will be a pleasure to return to see this garden in 
1974. 

The Rev. Folker's Garden 
Rev. Paul E. Folkers, Blairs, has irises growing out front of 

his home, out in front of the church where he is pastor and which 
is next to his home, and out to the side of the house, but the guest 
beds are half surrounded by woods, and away from the road. The 
irises in these beds are grown in rows so that a cultivator may 
be run down along the iris rows. Here again we were a few days 
too early to see all the guests in bloom, but special mention can 
be made concerning the following~ My Desire (Sexton 1972) a 
burning yellow, of nice broad form, slightly paler below the 
beard, which was a very conspicuous orangy yellow. Dove's 
Breast (Niswonger 1971) had only 2 branches and terminal on 
the one year plant, but had three open flowers, semi-flaring, ruf
fled and in muted pastels-a blend. Sweet Mama (Tucker 1972) 
was another blend in bloom. This one was larger and taller with 
an orangy beard. Visionary (Ghio 1973) comes from the balkana 
breeding line. The flower had clean yellow standards, blue falls 
with a deeper infusion of blue in the center. Nice lilting form. 
Gatty's Princess, introduc·ed in 1972, was seen here on a one year 
plant. This is a sweet child, a delicious pale pink bon bon. This 
variety was seen in two clumps in the Philadelphia area and was 
putting on fine performances in both. 

A most interesting flower of Shoop's, nothing qu'ite like it, 
was growing under number, but in checking through the intro
ductions for 1973 find it has been named Peach Spot. It is just 
that. White standards, with a peachy spot on the falls covering 
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the area bdow the beard, with a broad margin-a third or so
in white. A real novelty. A nice dump of this was seen in one of 
the 1973 National Convention gardens. One more flower in this 
garden deserves mention. This is 0. Brown's Melodian (1972). 
This is by far the widest orange seen in any'Of the gardens visited 
to date. Not the deepest in color, but smoothly applied to a ruf
fled, flaring flower. 

The Nenon Garden 
At the N enon garden, Chatham, we entered the yard from 

the front, going around the antebellum home, past the boxwood 
and the ancient crepe myrtles, stopping to look at some historic 
irises, ·including I. sambucina, before going back to see the iris 
display garden. The established plants are in the center, and 
formally arranged on the outside of the square were the guest 
plants, each well spaced, with newly se·eded grass paths border
ing the beds. Bloom on the first-year guest plants was not as 
early as on the established clumps which were near peak bloom. 
Here also many of the first-year plants did not bloom. I took 
color shots of some that I had not photographed before. 

Konoct'i (Knopf 1972) is an Indian name. I sat next to Mrs. 
Knopf for lunch one day on the .convention tour, and found that 
the accent is on the final syllable. I forgot to find out, or forgot, 
the meaning. Anyhow, Konocti was very low branched, almost 
from the gmund. A d·eeper blend, renaissance colors, with a 
rather darkly colored beard. Celestial Fire (Goodrick 1971) was 
a very nicely branched red-bearded white, Broad, flaring form, 
lightly ruffled. As I recall, it was not especially large. Lady Dawn 
(Plough 1973), with standards of orangy pink, and violet falls, 
was nicely branched, rounded, lightly ruffled and flaring. Wind 
River (Woodside 1972), in violet-blue with a self beard, appears 
to be an early one that will continue to bloom through midseason. 
Carolina Gold (Powell 1970), a Region 4 introduction was just 
opening, and promised to be a very bright spot in the garden. · 

At the N enon garden, a bed of siberians has been started 
across the lawn. 

The Stephenson Garden 
This and other gardens closer in to Roanoke will be de

scribed, and the irises in them commented upon by others, but I 
must mention that there will be much to see in this garden. The 
Fred Stephenson garden has just about every type of iris that will 
grow in Virginia. Dwarf bearded irises line the driveway. Out in 
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back, a bed of table irises was coming 'into bloom. In front of the 
house a special bed contained border bearded, and across the 
lawn were the siberians. Down the hill a plastic lined soil tank 
wal all prepared to receive surplus water from the eaves, and con
tained Japanese iris·es. The tall beard eds were in large beds ttp 
'i:n back, and off to .one side the guest beds had taken over the 
vegetable garden. The iris gardens of Region 4 in '74 ought to be 
sights to behold next spring. 

The McCoy and C. P. Stephenson Gardens 
These two suburban gardens are located side by side in one 

of Roanoke's attractive residential sections. The McCoy garden 
is landscaped with many trees and shrubs of all kinds with 
azaleas, daylilies and clematis used for background and borders. 
A terraced rock garden extends across the back and along one 
side of the house. The irises here are planted in front of the house 
near the street in .order to give them the sun they need. The guest 
plantings include irises of Tompkins, Niswonger, Dorothy Pal
mer, Steve Varner,.Rex Brown, Keppel, Gatty, B. Jones, Plough, 
Schre'iner, Olson, Wills, Bledsoe and a number of others. First 
year growth looks healthy and promises to bring fine bloom for 
Convention '74. 

The C. P. Stephenson garden offers a sunny back yard where 
irises, roses, peonies and daylilies flour'ish. Wisteria on the fence 
is an attraction at iris time. Here, too, are guest plantings featur
ing the irises of Tompkins, Burger, Blodgett, Dyer, Tucker, 
Steve Varner, B. Jones, Gadd, Plough, Schreiner, Olson, Bous
hay, Ghio, Ewing and others. This garden usually comes through 
with good iris bloom and 1974 should be no exception. 

The Johnson Garden 
Traveling from Chatham toward Roanoke, we turned off. the 

main mad to visit the Johnson Garden at Glade Hill and found 
Mrs. Johnson at home. She and her husband both work but they 
find t'ime to maintain a large yard with all sorts of plants includ
ing an iris garden and a large greenhouse. It is immediately 
evident that these two must really be involved with horticultural 
pursuits. The irises in this garden had suffered rather severe 
damage from a late freeze so the bloom was not up to par, but, as 
in many of the other gardens which had been victims of the same 
freeze, the plant loss was small but the increase good and plants 
healthy. 

Weather conditions are very often difficult for first year 
plants in the middle V'irginia gardens but established clumps 
seem to come through well, so, here, as in other places, every
thing points to a flowery '74. 
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IRISES OF REGION 4 HYBRIDISTS 
E. Roy Epperson 

Too often a hybridist is not given proper consideration by 
the insarians in his home Region. Region 4· is rich with creative 
hybridizing talent and we are fortunate to have the privilege of 
seeing these creations in their home garden& as well as grow'ing 
in other gardens. 

In the tour gardens of the 1974 National A.LS. Convention 
look for the following and don't pass them by because they are 
variet'ies or seedlings of "our own" hybridizers ! These deserve 
your full consideration and evaluation. 

Mrs. F. Allen (Frances) Brorwn has given us many good 
varieties over the past several years: ICE FOLLIES, GENTLE 
PRESENCE, DELICATE SPLENDOR, MORNING ECH
OES, and in 1970 FAITH AS THIS. A large ruffled flower of 
dusty-rose color, this 'is a good grower and a reliable performer. 
Also outstanding at Landsend this season were her 1973 intro
ductions V ALLEEVUE, a ruffled white with pink beard, and 
FEATURING COLOR, a deep reddish-rose with orange in
fusion. Seedling 66-153-B is a well-proportioned de·ep yellow self 
BB iris. 67-83 shows heavy lacing and is a cream self with chrome 
yellow beard and touch of chrome at the hafts. Good branching 
and an intense red beard grace the ruffled medium melon pink 
68-125-B. THE spectacular seedling is 68-151. H'igh bud count 
and good branching are extras for here the color is the thing
an exotic smoky steel violet. This is a clean coloration and 'is 
enhanced by a lilac beard and hint of brown on the hafts. Look 
for this one ! 

Fred Stephenson's Ingleside Gardens is the home garden for 
several fine border beardeds. PINK SUNDAE ('74) is a well
proportioned flared pink self with medium pink beard. There ~s 
good substance here. Also look for SUSAN BURKE ('74) and 
66-19-1. 

Loudoun County, Va., has lent its name to these fine George 
Crossman creations: LADY OF LOUDOUN ('70), a very light 
lavender-blue with a darker border o.f the same color around both 
standards and falls; LOUDOUN LASSIE ('72) a coral beard 
bitone with amber standards overlaid light lavendar and lilac 
falls infused with amber; and LOUDOUN CHARMER ('73) 
with ruffled standards of buff, semi-flaring falls of med'ium violet 
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with a distinctive bronze border and a glowing tangerine beard. 
A strong stalk supports many buds and large flowers of this 
var'iety. Not to be overlooked is MAY ROMANCE ('71) a pink
amber and violet bicolor with moderate size blooms that is still 
in short supply. 

Gene and Gerry Burger's F-35 is outstanding. This 'is a large 
marine blue flower with blue beard. There is good branching and 
an adequate bud count. Fragrance and large bloom size charac
terize 70-92 of Loleta Powell. The color is b'ishop's violet. Her 
CAROLINA GOLD ( '70 ), CAMELOT WINE ( '72) and 
CAROLINA HONEY ('72) should not be missed. Jennie Mc
Cracken's 1-MC-27-2 is a very pale blue with near white beard 
tipped gold deep in the throat. The falls are broad and semi
flar'ing. Alice Bouldin got several border beardeds from the cross 
(LICORICE STICK X WINE AND ROSES). 2-20-1 has an
tique bronze standards and very deep purple falls. This is a tailor
ed flower. Its sib, 2-7-A, is a ruffled flower with grey-blue stand
ards and medium blue falls. For a different fragrance 'in the gar
den be sure to seek out Lloyd Zurbrigg's PERFUME COUNT
ER ('72). Dr. D. C. Nearpass's LORD BALTIMORE ('69) with 
pale blue standards and well-rounded deep violet falls and 
DOVER BEACH ('72), a bicolor with crisp white standards and 
sky-blue falls are good variet'ies and stand out in a planting. 
HOMEWARD BOUND (reg. '70) has light peach standards 
with light mauve falls and a tangerine beard. This ruffled creat
ion will be in demand when it 'is introduced. 

This is really just a sampling of the "children" of the Region 
4 hybrid'izers that are on display. Make an effort to seek out all 
of them! 

KOMMENTS FROM KIRKLEE 
Roy Epperson 

Most dedicated iris growers are A.LS. members and turn to 
the Bulletin of the American Iris Society and its other publica
t'ions for guidance and answers to questions that arise. Non-A.LS. 
members are less fortunate as to information sources. There are 
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three recent articles that provide much needed information for 
the iris grower. 

Region 4's own Fred Stephensqn autho·red an article "In 
May, Ir'is Means Rainbow" for the May 1973 issue of Southern 
Living (p. 200). A short, concise cultural article, it also ·Contains 
a listing of twelve varieties that have proved successful 'in the 
South: CHRISTMAS TIME, DEBBY RAIRDON, ESTHER 
FAY, EVER AND EVER, INDIGLOW, JAVA DOVE, 
MILESTONE, MUSIC MAKER, ORANGE PARADE, RIP
PLING WATERS, STEPPING OUT, and WHOLE CLOTH. 
Four of them are Dykes Medalists and all are favorites ! ! 

"The Work of Amateurs" was written by Cliff Benson, 
Executive Secretary of the A.LS. for the June 1973 issue of 
Flower and Garden (p. 18-20). Th'is is a well illustrated article 
(Cliff's own photographic work) on the fundamentals of hybrid
izing or creating new irises as the cover says. The cover is a full 
page color photograph of Cliff 'in his own garden. This article is 
well worth reading and sharing with beginner pollen daubers. 
Apparently this is a re-writing of the article "That Tiny Brown 
Speck" that appeared in the A.I.S. Bulletin January 1968 (p. 
28-33); and in What Every Iris Grower Should Know. 

Time-L'ife Books, Inc. has published· an Encyclopedia of 
Gardening and iris are logically covered in the volume on Per
ennials. There are excellent photographs of Mr. and Mrs. George 
Watts in their garden and of their garden plantings. A.lso there 
is a two-page color layout of "good garden 'iris." Since these 
volumes will probably be used mostly by gardeners who grow 
iris as a part of their plantings and not solely iris, I must take 
issue with the 'inclusion of some of the varieties pictured, speci
fically SORCERER'S APPRENTICE and SAMURAI. Iris 
used as illustrative varieties should be proven varieties that are 
relat'ively inexpensive and widely available. SORCERER'S 
APPRENTICE has many good qualities but still lists at $10.00 
and many an A.LS. member has never seen it growing! This 1s 
even more evident with SAMURAI, a variegata introduced in 
1972 and priced today at $20.00 ! ! It seems to me that iris grow
ing would have been served by more careful selection of varieties. 

You can recommend any of these articles to .those who ask 
you for source material, but to be certain of your advice, read 
the articles before you recommend them ! 
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THE CLAUDE AND NAOMI O'BRIEN AWARD 

After viewing many well-grown irises blooming in the tour 
gardens of the 1973 Regional meeting, the accredited A.LS. 
judges present voted for their choice of tall bearded iris of recent 
introduction (1968-1972) growing and blooming in the tour 
gardens. 

When the ballots were collected and votes tabulated the 
Award winner was YVONNE BURT, introduced in 1970 by 
Clarence Blocher of Wheaton, Ill. A large, beautifully ruffled 
amethyst-pink w'ith many buds on sturdy stalks, this iris was 
outstanding in the Crossman garden and was also blooming in 
the Dillon garden. 

The runner-up 'in this year's balloting was LOUDOUN 
LASSIE, offered to iris lovers by George Cross:t,nan in 1972. Both 
these laQ.ies - YVONNE BURT and LOUDOUN LASSIE -
deserve to grace our iris plantings. 

The O'Brien Award will not be voted in 1974 due 1o the 
National Convention 'in Roanoke. We will not have a separate 
Region 4 annual meeting. 

COMMENT: Roberta McMullin. I would like to see a bit more 
visiting among passengers on our bus tours at the Regional meet
ing. This would be a fabulous way of becoming acquainted with 
more of our members. We know our own group but should try 
to know many, many others. It is here we fail, in my opinion, to 
reach our newest members and show our friendship. I, personal
ly, would like to advance sharing our cars. with those 'in our own 
chapters who need transportation in order to attend our regional 
meetings. This would be a great help in financ'ing a convention 
vis'i't. It takes no more time, gasoline, wear and tear on your car 
to bring four or five to a meeting than it does to bring one or two 
and no one really likes to travel alone. Next time, "advertise" 
that you can take some extra people to our meetings. I certainly 
Will. 
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NEWS OF THE CHAPTERS 

BLUE RIDGE 
Blanche Rice 

Our Chapter held a meeting at the Roanoke Garden Center 
on February 3, 1973. We were pleased to have our RVP-Mr. Bill 
Kelley attend our meeting. · 

Mrs. James Trent has been appo'inted Treasurer to serve the 
unexp'ired term of Gene Crumpler. 

Our Chapter is happy to extend an invitation for the Region
al Meeting in 1975. At the present we think we would like to do 
this around a flower show. 

Plans are expanding for the National meeting in Roanoke 
in 1974. Our chairmen attending the Board meeting will give 
th·eir reports. 

MARYDEL 
Elmira Purdy 

Marydel Chapter is unique, I bel'ieve, in that we meet re
gularly throughout the year. Meetings were held in October, 
December, February and April with an iris related program each 
time. This year we have met on Sunday afternoons in various 
towns and our attendance has .come up quite well. 

The show committees have worked very diligently with th·e 
chairman and "Iris Gems" came off beautifully oo. May 17 in 
Easton. Kathryn Van Dexter had Best Specimen of Show. "High. 
Life". Jean and Paul Hoffmeister and Dick Kleen tied for blue 
ribbons 'in Horticulture Division with the Hoffmeisters coming 
out first on the red ribbon count. Dick is our newest member and 
he was really excited. Hopefully, our show is going to result in 
some new members. 

Margaret Dabson and I have completed the Judges Train'ing 
classes. We started last May under Jean Bowersox and, this 
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spring; have been going to Towson to study with Ann Dasch. 
Henriy Purdy went with us on the last three sessions. 

The Hoffmeisters had beautiful bloom in their Median Test 
Garden and had some good publicity here in the local area. 

Marydel's Auction will be held on July 7 at 1 p.m. in Easton. 

FRANCIS SCOTT KEY 
Alice Miller 

The Annual Spring Luncheon was held on March 3, 1973, 
with twenty-three members attending, at the home of the Chair
man. The highlight of the meeting was the premiere showing of 
the slides collected and edited by Dr. and Mrs. Figge. This collect
ion will be available upon request throughout the Region. For 
this meeting the program was narrated by Claire Barr. 

Various door pr'izes were awarded and th·e Youth Members 
ra££1ed off a Dasch iris painting for the benefit of their treasury 
in hopes of attend'ing the '74 Convention. 

We are sorry to report the recent serious illnesses of Bill 
·Barr and Anne Allen. 

The past slate of officers was re-elected. They are: Chair
man, Alice Miller: Vi.ce-Chairman, Claire Barr; Treasurer, 
Owings Rebert; Secretary, Rosalie Figge. 

F.S.K. Chapter has sponsored a complete Judges Training 
School. A three hour class preceded the chapter meeting on 
March 3 ; a s'ix hour class was held on March 28 ; another three 
hour class on April 28; and the final six hour session on Maiy 19, 
for a total of the required 18 class hours. Adults and youth mem
bers attended the school conducted by Ann Dasch. 

Future plans include an auction s-et for July 22 at the Barr's 
home. 
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MAY 1973 RECENT ACTIVITIES OF F S KEY KIDS 

Three youth members have fulfilled the class-1ime require
ments of Judges-tra'ining by attending the FSK chapter School. 

These are Martha and Peggy Roche and Robin Ellinwood. 
Two others, Robert and Valerie Dasch each attended several 
sessions. 

Martha, Peggy, and Robin each averaged in the 90's on the 
six tests in the school, some of which were considered rather d'lf
ficult by adults attending. 

The F S Key Kids sponsored an accredited iris show on May 
20. Entries were somewhat limited due to recent adverse weather 
conditions, but the results were attractive and the experience 
was educational for all of the young exhibitors and show officials, 
who ranged in age from 8 to 18. 

Future plans include an election of new officers and a picnic 
at Maywood in June. 0£ course, they plan to assist at Auction on 
July 22. 

ANN DASCH 

INNER THOUGHTS OF A CONVENTION CHAIRMAN 
F. G. Stephenson 

While attending the A. I. S. Convention in Philly this year, 
I found myself projecting each situation to the year 1974 and 
Roanoke. Wl,th each projection came the question of how are we 
going to handle this, how can we prevent that? Both ears were 
tuned in to those surrounding me. What were their reactions? 
When they were favorable I was pleased. When they were 
critical I winced a bit feel'ing a sort of empathy with the Philly 
convention people. It was as if I had a part in the 1973 conven
tion. I kept asking myself, what can we do to make everyone 
happy? Ne·edless to say, it d'idn't take long to convince myself 
that such a goal is impossible to attain even though I became 
more determined to try. 

During the first days of the week there at the Convention, 
I developed a very close relationsh'ip with some of the Conven-
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tion personnel and was able personally, to glimpse their pride at 
each successful event and feel the inward disappointment when 
well made plans went wrong or a situat'ion came up that had been 
overlooked. Thoughts were constantly asking if things would be 
the same next year. Would we have the ear and support of those 
responsible for 1975? I feel that by this sharing we are able to 
have better conventions. 

What are our prospects for a good conventio•n? I do feel they 
are extremely great. The enormity of the task ahead fell upon 
your cha'rrman, as the saying goes, like a ton of bricks, at the 
conclusion of the Awards Banquet Saturday evening when the 
1973 Convention Chairman said "Steve, we've finished our job 
and we gladly pass the torch to you. Good luck!" For a moment, 
there came this feeling that must come to a crim'inal upon hear
ing the judge pronounce a severe sentence. It was earth shatter
ing. 

This feeling didn't last long, though. It was dispelled as a 
hundred or more of the Conv'ention guests came up to take my 
hand and express confidence in Region 4 and give assurances of 
their determination to visit "Region 4 in '74." My mind quickly 
turned to those who have accepted key assignments and those 'in 
Region 4 who will be asked to do a particular job; as plans 
further develop. My conridence soared as I thought of how many, 
many times each has come through so royally as we have plan
ned Regional Meeting after Regional Meeting. Th'is tremendous 
response and dedication has resulted in our Regionals being 
recognized as the veey best 'in all A.LS. Loo~ing, then, at the 
National as an overly large Regional Meeting makes the task 
seem all the m<>re possible. It makes my task look less frightning. 
How does it affect yours? With your help and support yo·ur 
Chairman has l'ittle to fear and those of you who will be helping 
will have a feeling of joy that can hardly be described. 

In talking with one worker at Philly who had never before 
attended an A.LS. Convention, she expressed it this way, "In 
looking back over my life I feel there have been three great high
lights. The first was when I got married. The second came with 
the birth of my two boys. The last has come today. I am simply 
thrilled to have had a part in this big event?" Are you willing to 
share this same thrill as the Convention comes to Region 4? We 
shall be calling on everyone who possibly can help and we hope 
that your response will be favorable. Better still, why don't you 
drop me a line or give me a call and tell me that you are w.ill'ing 
to do anything you are able to do to help make this a convention 
to remember? 
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