
BAY V IE V/ S

- 1974”'A Season in Review

''■'uite a season: Our worst in 21 years of iris growing. The rains seemed never to
stop, with downpours in early April taking heavy tolls of bloompoints. We seemed
never.to be able to get out of the garden since we were constantly weeding, but we did
s'ee many irises in Las Vegas and in V^irginia; thus, the comments should reflect what
does well in mo'st places. Welcome, t!hen, to the ninth edition of Bay Views.

■  The GKIO ivIEDAL. is given to those iris(3s) v/e've observed for a minimum of 2 yrs.
This year we have the first repeat winner of this award, SKIPSEAPE (Babson'69). This
iris is great v/herever it is grown. , It was fantastic in Virginia this year, and looked
better than ever in our own garden where it has been at home since introduction. Tall,
with simply huge flowers and overlapping hafts of strong medium-blue. Grows and
blooms freely; it is hard to imagine any other iris winning the Dykes this year.

The A'ICDERNE A WARD goes to a 1973 or 1974 introduction of the highest merit. The
Winner is STARRING ROLE (Palmer '73) with its absolutely delicious and smooth butter-
yellow color. The form is broad and not gross like so ma.ny modern iris
ruffling and a fine grower. It was great in Roanoke and grew well for us,tho it didn't
bloom - but hardly anything did in that area of the garden.

The OVERLOOKED AV\/'ARD goes to those irises which have been around for. sometime
b\it haven't gotten their fair share of publicity and awards. Another repeat winner this
year, is LILAC FLARE (Rudolph'68) with its lavender color just oozing with ruffling.
Good height, fine branching and bud count. A great iris which we find difficult to under
stand v/hy it isn't more widely grown. SONG OF ERIN (Roach '71) is just about the first
thing to bloom in the garden and then goes on to bloom for the rest of the season. Good
form with parchment green flowers. A splendid thing which will steal the scene from
the medians in early shows.

,  The MOST OVERLOOKED AWARD goes to MADIERA BELLE (Quadros >70). What, a
flower! Pure white with absolutely waxy texture then etched with ruffling. Grows very
easily and blooms for lozig periods of tinpe.

Ripplinges.

V7HIRLJMG WHITES: This was a great year for whites. FLIGHT OF ANGELS (Terrell
'68) never looked better; finally worthy of all the to-do about it. Broad, splendidly
formed blossoms with lilting ruffling. -Its sib, ANGEL UNAWARES ('70), is taller and
more ruffled, but often needs staking,
yellow beard,
branching.
(Benson '72) appears for all the world a more modern edition of the old favorite, Henry
Shaw, ANGEL CHOIR (Schlefert’70)

A warmer white than the former, with a light
TRILL (Terrell '74) did well in Roanoke, with its pleated ruffling and fine

Smaller-flowered than others but a very pleasant flower. NIGHT FROST

a fine formed pure v/hite with touching hafts.
Enough ruffles, good bud count and ];iranching make this a most satisfactory iris.

Among the whites'with red beards, it was VALENTINA (Spence '73) which got the
most attention.

/ j

A broad flower v/ith light lace and good form; hopefully the branching
will improve in a more normal year. CHERRY JUBILEE (Wood '69) continues to bela
floriferous, well-branched entry in this class.

A whole new color pattern, destined to be called the "halo effect”, is heralded by
BRIDE'S LjALO (Mohr '73).
standards and the falls,
one.

A white with a pencil-thin yellow border aroiznd both the
Light lace, plenty of buds, and good branching complete this

VHITE LIGHTNING {Gatty '74) is just about the first to bloom, with its chalky-
■white blossoms and gold.shoulders and beards. Very, very vigorous,

,  OTHERS: WHITE VISION, HEAVEN'S BEST, SKATER'S WALTZ, CAPTIVE CLOUD,
HAPPY BRIDE, ERMINE ROBS.

LILTING LIGHT AND PALE BLUES: an overpopulated class but now it has become
underpopulated, BLUE REFLECTION (Schreiner '74) was our pick of the best of this
year's releases from these hybridizers. A very clear shade of light blue with enough
ruffling to fit the flov/er. Fine branching and bud count. MAESTRO PUCCINI (Benson '72)
is too much of a handle for a fine flower of silvery light blue
bud count complete this

Touching hafts and good
one. CROWN STERLING (Mioldovan'72) is palest blue on a v/ide,

wide flower. Couldn't tell much about the branching and bud count as it was poorly grown.
BLUE ..CHA.RMiER (Rudolph'72) bears little relationship to its California performance in
Virginia, where it is lovely, A light violet-blue of good fornn with light lace,

OTHERS; BA:BBLING BROOK, SOFT MIU3IG, SEA BRIGHT, EMiERALD TOUCH,
WATERSCAPE.

M'lARVELOUS MEDIUM.,'. TO .DARK'BLUES: The class of Ships hap VIRGINIA SCUIR.Ee.
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(Gaulter '73) was most satisfactqry. , A pleasantly; formed, almost tailored, bloom of good
shape and clear mid-blue color. The stalk is' tall \vith"t'lia branching starting at the ground.
Four or five blooms can be open, at one time,on this. one. SAILpB'S .'DANCE (Sqh. *73) was

one we e|cpec,ted great Things of, but its performance; here and .in,'Virginia did not live up
to its Cregon performance pf tryo years ago. Off-blue with heavy ruffling; branching is
qdequate; .pernaps next year, N.
lack definition. 77rND,-Gh'Ij>.cEp. (Soults '7^) is. the bluest item in Uiis class

and branching. . . .

' gOTEERo: PRALjE THE LORD, BLUE DUGTSR, CAII.OR'T'CGG, ROYAL TOUCH.

PLUGE’OURPLEO: A .class whicii is finally improving rapidly., GQN.T.TIv,
can.be best v'isualiaed as. a better formed,

show iris, 'CITING 3.HIFT (Gexton'7Z).starts .early and. continues for.most of the season,'

A lush purple with the added extra of heavy ruffling, which is unusual in this, class... DARK
AL.LURE (Plough '7'3) is fine formed dark puimle with branching and bud couirtCike no
othierw' A fine'garden Subject-, GCMDG 30IE.R (Nelson '71) is a vei-y vibrant magenta. Vv'ith
a metallic sheen that canOb'e spotted from-afar. Good branching and bud count, PAGAN
(Dunn'73.) is inthe sam'e'class as the former, with echoes of the old favorite, '.ivlartel,,

A lush color on-a dull-formed flower, A vigorous grower,

vibrant magenta-violet with a s-elf-beardy'that performed well this year - great for show,
GLONIAI,. VELVET,: DARK TRlUIvk

TUNE.1 ,'L ,.(idold.ovan '7Z) is, sirnilar bu;t: the falls
.Pleasant form

PC

PC (Luihn '72)

more ruffled e.dition of Royal Heritage, A good

C ANCNERC.(C of lew ' 7 3); A ;

;Ro:i G:■CTH T_Y

VALIA-NT.VIGL. 'SAN I.EANDRO (Gaulter '68) continues to impress
us ab one of the'finest' .gafdeh irises ever.' Very floriferous, with tons of buds to,last t^
season. Metallic 'davender of adequate for-m. LYMM Y/ITH LOVE (Bous,hay,'73) struck us
as a'bigger', fullef,'-broader edition of one of our favorite iris in this class. Fond. iVish,
RAiPCNA 3. (.'E. Smith '71). is also a more i-u£fled and fuller for-msd version of Fon-d Wish.
GRAND'VA.I.TZ (Gch. '70j really liked us this year. It never looked better. , The, older ,
blooms are smoother than nev/ly open ones, thus more pleasing. The bast heavily laced
flower Arauiidi GRGHIB F.LASI-1 (Mayberry '73) is^ a true lavender with contrasting coral

' L.II.AC A I3T (tuiiih '69) is a

TG TO LAVEN;

beardj which-is different In this heavily-obpulated class,
soft, gentle lilac wi'th lilting form and bu-d count that won't stop.'

ETTY KAREN, CARO NOME, KARRN JANE,-m
, TIPPERARY,. .:

.I.ILAC RUFFLES,
' .LAND .RCG

C:TH

TIBURON; ^ W.C
;h

-c ■■■o ID FRCCT.A
A-

Blistering BLA^G: a slow-to-tmprove class^ INTERPOI- (P16ugh. '73)  was in evi
dence. ip Virginia. Very tall with large flowers of blue:rblack and a strange brownish : ■ '
beard; s.inister as■ its. name,■■ IQUSKY'DANC.Eld. (Luiiin: '6Y’), did idght'well this year, per
haps; because of the cpol weather and its earlier .than normal bioomi.- Certainly,.tliS'nicest
thing .in the class; when it pei-forms well, . -as it did this year, NIG.HT .0: ML (3ch,' ’70): is
not black but deep purple,. It-.has very;broad falls an.d hbriabntal flare, ;plus it grows very
well; just a hint .of .ruffling,

OTHERS; STUDY IN BLAGK,. BASIC BLACK, OPENING NIGHT, ADANloBLACK.

CYA.L.I T.RUM'.-?ET.ER (Reynal'is '71) was the nicest
with great branching and bud count, Floriferous an;'d it

ARTAN(Sch, '73) was having trouble with the heat on its late bloom,
BOAT (Craig- '6G) did very well for us; alrnost a red-black of large size, and it blooms
early, RED '.PRANET (E. Smith '70): continues to be a great' doer for us but apparently
does .not do as v/ell,-everywhere from the re'ports; -we've heard.. ' ■

.  OTHERS; -BRIMSTONE, QUAPAW, VITAFIRE,.:JE'MEL TONE. 1  :

BOOM-IMG E.R.O-MNS; 'We saw several im-orovements in this class this'year. DUTCH'
CIiGGCI;AT.E(Gch, '7.0).is still such'a lovely deep fed-brown color. ClK form, with that
tendency to bloom heavily and rebloom freely. TUGSAIR SILK (Neubert '66) is one which
we've hear d pothing about, but were
the branc'hi’n'g and vigor we like to see in an iris,
most ruffled thing in the.class. .Love it wheii it opens, but here it.rapidly does, what :so
many in this, class do - .it bleaches to white. MEApCMIARK F.RING.E.(Peterson'71) is
a good bright tan v/ith good form, v/hich seangs to pei'form well in all parts of the coun
try. EA.GK ly'A.'!l.K3 (Schreiner) is a kook which appeals to us, withdts mid-brown color
and dark-brovm thumbprints at the shoulders, AUTUMN LEAVES (Keppel '74)., reddish-
'browrt'and violet blend with a white spray pattern, a-found the beard. . , ■ . ;

OTHERS; DRAMATIC ARTS, ' .TlicSON^ .HiR. , LINCOLN, CONVERSATION,P IECE.
PASS IQ MA T E PINKS; l.-iam/ variations are appearing so that it, is difficult to class some.
Our favorite new one was VENETAN DANCER (Hamblen'74). A deep coral-pink with

N -GF HEARTS (O. Brown

ROBUST REDS: These vai-y greatly,
in our garden, Good're'd color,
grows wall.

■Q

RED

pleasantly .surprised. A broad garnet-brown with .■
vCLINA' HONEY (PbweU'72)is the

fine form.and stem, and with that added touch, of class,.. QU.'i

'CAR!
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’74) is much discussed and has coral-uink stands with near-white fall edged the standard
color, ■ This li^s the 3\if£y form and picotee -lace edge, V7
the four buds we observed.in Virginia, dUMmPk
coral-pinlc tones but this has a strong undertone of cream aiid green,
\vhich is evenly applied, PINIv AMG
pink whicn opened and then continued to .gimw longer and longer, losing pi*opoi"tion. It
had a fine sten; with plenty of buds for us.
ok:OK5:D PSAllL (Gladish ’73),
pleasing. The branching and bud count are tremendous,
INGTANT GPARi,; (C. Brown ’74),
branching
form, v/ide branchin

sure hope it has more than
L.CVE (Greenwood ’74) is again in the

Lush coloring
!-■ (-Xudolpli ’74) we looked forward to. A very pale

One of the most pleasing surprises was
A smoky orchid with darker standards; broad and very

Also in the smoky tones is
This is a corad-orchid tone with good form and

(Gatty '7E) perked up as the season advanced. A light pinlc of full
floriferousness and great bud count. PINiC S.uEIGK (Pmdolph’70)

was another not up to par tnis year. It was not as tall as in former years, but that un
usual blue-pinlc color was still much in evidence. DATEBCCK (Corlew’73), a smoky
qrchid with horizontal flare and good branching, is great for showing.

iALT. OF FAPE, CHERUB CHCTR^ -?INK PIROUETTE,TI kS: GRAND ROlv-AN
CARVED CAmSC.

APPEALING APRICOTS TO ORANGES; A numerous and varied class,
surprise of the year was CORAL' GL Ov? (C, Brown’70),

imposing blooms of coral-apricot stands and near-white falls,
on the shovv bench,

s^tands and pinkish falls all done up with ruffles. Good braiiching and bud count. ORANGE
^LIPFoN(E, Smith’69) is still the most floriferous

Perhaps the
Tall, well-branched

L ong lasting and a winner
happy I-Ai.Ri\dONY (Palmer ’74) is an unusual thing with apricot

orange" with the just adequate form
so typical of this class. TANGERINE SUNSET (iviarsh ’72) is a good garden subject with
deep apricot flowers with some lace, 3ANDBERRY (Noyd'71) is one we continue to love.
A dusty apricot with good form and substance, but alas, it tends to bloom out. GARON-
DELET (Corlew’72) has apricot stands and whits falls edged the standard color. Pleated
ruffling and good branching, VAJ-ENCIA VAL'P (Roach '73) is a mid-apricot of pleasant
form and lasting qualities, BLUSHING LEMON(Boushay’73) got to us for its color --
basically a greenish-yellow with all kinds of pinic showing through the heart and standards
of the flower, adequate form.

OTHERS; RHODE ANNE, MISS JUNIOR I.clSS, GSCRGIA GIRL, AMICROU3,
BAROQUE, KIIvIBERLINA, HAPPY NOTE, GREENAN CASTLE, BRIGLIT SUNSET.
CHRI3MATIC EAlv-'S TO YELJ-i07/5; For corruDarison we planted Rudolph irises CREAM
TAFFETA ('70) and LELXN M'lST ('72) side by side, and we were surprised how similar
they are, Colorwise they are almost identical with L-M. nerhaps a little darker in the
stands. Formwise L'M' has perhaps a slightly more blocky flower, and there may be a
bit of pleating in Liv.;, whicii CT doesn't have. The big differences come in bloom habit -
GT blooms again on every increase while L'iv', left plenty of rhizomes when it wels done
blooming; and for this reason over all others we must give our nod to L enaon Iviist over
Cream Taffeta.

r’-o
W.'.V

LOVING Iv EiViC'RIES (F, Brown'74) is quiet and lovely. Light yellow stands with near
white falls all done up with serene ruffling. LAUNCHING PAD (Knopf '67) continues to
be that yumney light yellow with white falls bordered in deep yellow; short and early,
Anotner Knopf iris, CN TARGET (*70), was outstanding this year. Almost a mid-yellow
with broad form and pleated rviffling. It bloomed over a long period of time, deserving
of much more notice than it has i-eceived. Cf course, NE V Iv-CON was doing its usual
lovely tiling.

OTHERS: ARCTIC DAWN, MT. 3POKAN L APLE DC'WN, LEMON PARFAIT.

GL ITTERING GOLDS; Some bright ones are showing up nov/. ‘WEST COAST (Knopf '68)
still impi'esses us as the best all-around perform
form; an outstanding parent for new color patterns too. STAR. SPANGLED (Hamblen '74)
is a very vivid gold that holds up in the hot sun. Adequate form and good branching. HIGH
BID (Neubert *71) was doing v/ell in Virginia. A big flower for this class, with pleasant
fqrm and ruffling. SUN WORSHIPER (Hager’72) is just that, and color-fast to boot. It
was tall with horizontal flare to tal^a in the full glory of the God, Re. PROSPERITY
(Keppel’72) is another of those brilliant deep golds that hold their color. This one has
buds to carry it thru the season,

SOLANO,
GOI.DEN BRIL.L'IANCE.

Good sun-fast color with broador.

OTHERS; PRC)GLAIviATICN, GCL.DEN SULXLIT, SAFFRON ROBE,

GUTTERING GREENS; A new oiae that we liked this year was GREEN-EYED LADY
(Plough ’73).
BERR,Y CANDLE (.DeForast’69) is still that appealing kook with cream green stands and

Large size wi h light ruffling; the color is a clear yellow-gi'een. BAY-
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ultra;srnooth brownish-green, falls^ Also kooky is a naar-grean plicata, PENCIL. SKETCH

(Plough.’72), Sort of a, greenish-yellow base, lined overall with brownish purple. Good
branching and bud coiint. You'll either like this one or. hate, it. • PANTCMIME (Babson
•70) is a. grey-green with much, life in the color. The branching is great in this one; an

arranger's .delight. ; . : .j ' • .
OTHERS:. PRIDE OF IRELAND, IRISH SPRING. , ;

PALS AT INC: PLICATAS,. icbo L): In the deep purple tones it was GOING MY WAY (Gibson
'72) all the, way* Large.. spreading blooms of clear white ground, cleanly edged with
glowingrpurple. Well branched with lots of buds, something, RONDO lacked, this year,
anyway. GIGI(Schi, '71) has no; fanfare, but it is one of our favorite irises. So clean and

crisp. .Pure wnite w'ith, just.tha. precisest stitching of blud-violet around both the stands

and falls;:blu?0 styles, great branching. AEGEAN STAR (Plough'72) is another weHforpisd
precisely rnarke,d purple plic, but with a broader border than Gigi, The first fancy plies
in decades haye(mdde their appea.ranc3 recently. Odr favorite is SINGING RAIN(Daling: ,
'72), A white ground washed over violet with a deeper plic edging. A big flower of
q.d3quat3 form, fj . , J , . ' ' / ' :

OTHERS: KALAhiARI, VEILED SKIES, ODYSSEY, PORTRAIT, CHARMED CIRCLE,
SOCIALITE, ROYAL HALO.

SOOTHING SUBTLE PLICATAS: 'We had to establish a new'category with aH the unique
things: corning out of .Porterville,. April Melody opened new vistas and nearly all of the
following irises are derived frppi it. CASINO pUEEN(Gibson Wl) is the deepest pink
plic of large size# PINK EMBERS (G, .'73) is the first that has a light:pink ground pli
cated in violet-pinlc. Different and delightful. HAPPY HALGi(Gc f?;^) is perhaps the best
formed of th^. group. White ground, edged in rosy-violet all done up with ruffling-typicjal
of the line. .SMOKE RINGS (G. '72) was good this year. The large flowers have a white
ground with a wide border of smoky lavender-tan. Ruffles galore of course! Similar is
roundup (K.eppel .'74) with perhaps a deeper colored border and a self,beard rather tha.n
the.yellow, beard of SR. GAY CLOUD (E. Smith'72) is very quiet. “White ground with the
palest viplet edge. , B.road, rippling, form. . .

OTHERS: PORTA VILLA, SUNDAY SAGE. . . ,

PLEASING PLICATAS (V7A.RM): One of the best is SUMMER SUNSHINE (G. '7,2). Bril- ,
iiant gold gropud, plicated in light tan,. AH done up with the ruffling expected from this
Sybridrzer. 'WOCDVfJNE (G. .’73),is totald^ di^rent: a wine-brown bn a white^^round.
One of our favorite new irises; this is the prelude to the chocolate brown on white plies
jirn has waiting in the wings ! KiLT .LILT.(G. '70) ha-s been much discussed,' with the
question now - is it a Dykes iris? Flashy iris have never won this high honor, and this
one is flashy; perha.psAliere is always a first timia,, HIGHLAND CHIEF (G. 173) is splen
did. A tall thing of splendid form;.a near fancy brown plic. You simply can't go wrong
with the new Gibson plicatas I

’  Others also have fine things in this class as all who saw CAPvAMiBA (Keppel'75) in
Virginia know. This one has solid yellow standards with fancy brown plicata falls. Great
form and branching, KONA COAST (Plough '73) is.bright with its yellow ground edgedand
dotted with mid-brown. Gpod form., GINGER GLO.W (Kamner '73).appealed,to us with its
overall .dotting of gingef-brown on white. ,

OTHERS: limerick, METEOR, loLAND HOLIDAY, pECOLLETAGE.
WHIMISICAL V/ARMI BICOLORS: One of the earliest bloomers is CHAPEAU (Babson'71);,
A very vigorous thing with tannish-cream .stands and wide falls of fuchsia-violet, CARIO
LYRIC (Peterson'73) is different, with old gold standards and dusty dark rusty purple,
falls. Adequate form with a tendency toward heavy bloom, BALLYHOO (Keppel '70) did
well again with clean cream standards and broad violet falls washed overall with red and
whitel Good branching and bud count. P EACH SPOT (Shoop '73) is different. Basically
white with a'huge peach spot in the falls and peach flush up the midfib. Form and
branching are OK, BAROCUS PRELUDE (Zufbrigg '74) is the best yellow ampena seen in
years, 'Near White standards with broad falls of light yellow. Branching and,bud coupt ,
are great. In tlie pirik bicolor class LCVEpS (Varner '73) was impressive as a good gar
den subject due to its great floriferousness. Peach standards and violet-pink falls with
light lace, MAY ROMANCE (Crossman '71) has personality in the class. Pinkish .stands
and lavender falls'all done up with ruffles bn medium-sized blooms. ' : . .

OTHERS: GALA MADRID, BARCELONA, TREASURE KEY, GYPSY MELODY, v!
AUTUMNNILLS,

COMiP-LIlvlENTARY COOL BICOLQRS: The reverse blue bicolors are making big strides.
SURF RIDER (Tucker'72) Was most impressing in Roanoke. BrOad) flaring blo.Oms of
blue-white with a deeper flush of blue in the standards. A good garden subject'with wide


