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FROM OUR PRESIDENT OF A.I.S. 

Greetings! Region 4 extended me the privilege af j1oinoing 
them in welcoming you to Roanoke. I know I can speak £,or all 
of you when I say ·~hat Wle have never anticipated a convention 
more. I have a:lso been priviilieged to study their plans and know 
a number of people in Region 4. No · other conclusion is 
possible-we're going to have a wonderful tiime ! 

Dr. Hugo Wall, President 
Ameri1can Iris Society 
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FROM OUR RVP 

To Our Region 4 Members: 

You have three g11eat responsibilii;ties facing you in the near 
futur1e: 

(1) If you have not already done so, please register 
for the National AIS Convention in Roanoke, Va. on May 14tih
May 18th. 

(2) Be prepai:ied to undertake any assignment i!he 
Convention Committee may designate for you. 

(3) Make it a point to .contact personally as many vis
iting AIS members as possible and extend to each your hospitali
ty and a hearty "Welcome to Region 4." 

To Our Visiting AIS Members and Guests: 

( 1) vVe are glad you are here! 

(2) Vie hope your visit will be pleasant and reward
ing. 

(3) Please Let us know if there is any way in which 
we cam help you. 

How To Recognize Your Hosts: 

Blue Ridge Local Members Badge-"ASK ME, I LIVE HERE" 

Other Region 4 Members Gold Streamers 

W. D. Kelley 
Acting RVP, Region 4 
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FROM OUR BLUE RIDGE CHAPTER CHAIRMAN 

The Blue Ridge Chapter, Ameriioan Ids Society, Region 4, 
is looking forward wi1th greait anticipation t•o your coming to 
Roanoke, Virginia for the American Iris Society Convention 
May 14 to 18, 1974. 

Our Chapter is most happy to host this meeting for Re·gion 
4 in Roainoke. We hope you Wlilil enjoy wit!h us the beauty of 
Virginia as we itour the gardens in Roanoke and nearby areas. 

Here •in t!he ceniter of the Region you wiill see our town 
gardens and we wiH travel south where the •soi1s and dima.te 
differ and t!he ga.l'dens are earlier. We will ailso visit gardens in 
higher elevations where temperatures ar·e cooler and blooms 
later. · 

You will find Roa.noke a friendly place to visit and we want 
you to enjoy your .stay. 

Mrs. A. W. Rice 
Ghapter Chairman 

3 



FROM OUR CONVENTION CHAIRMAN 

Just one year ago when 1Jhe 1973 A.LS. Convention Chair
man dosed out the Philly meeting wiith a great sign of reHef, 
the enormity of the ,task of heading up the Convention for 1974 
feH like a coat of mail upon your Chaiirrman's shoulders. At that 
moment he could well imagine the feeling that must come to a 
person who has had the doors of a prison close about him. 
There was a feeling of finality ab,oru.t the whole thing tha:t had 
not been there minutes before. There was no turning back. 'Dhe 
ball was his to carry. Along with this feeling of fina:l1ity there 
was· the confidence that must be present in .the mind of a foOlt
ball quarterback as he heads toward the goal wi1th the know
ledge that 'he has a skilled and determined team suppo·rtling his 
efforits. He knows he can make it. 

For the past months ouT Convention team, our ihost .gar
deners and ·the people of Region 4 have assumed the many re
sponsibilities without a murmur, have never faltered and have 
constantly asked if there is more that they can do. Now, add to 
thaJt, the 1encouragement of 'hundreds of A.LS. members from 
all over the country who have voiced their support and confi
dence, by means of 1lette11s, Robins and conversations, thait the 
1974 Convention would be one of the very best. This leaves no 
doubt in y1our chairman"s mind tha;t we have not labored in 
vain. 'I1he encouragement and assistance given by our Nationa;l 
officers and Dinectors makes one feel very pa-oud to be a wock-
ing parrt of such a group of friends as A.I.S. · 

Unfortunately, the fuel crisis has caused us to "pull in our 
homs" a bit but we are most graiteful for those of you who have 
shown your loyality by coming to Roanoke. We most sincerely 
hope that, in going away, each wii:H feel •that irt was good to have 
been here. 

Our thanks to each of you here in Region 4, whetheT you 
be from the mountains of West Viirginia, the Eastern shores of 
Maryland, the hills of North Carolina or from the many other 
localities here in Region 4. Without you we could not be here 
today knowing thait 1974 will see one of the gireait A.LS. Con
ventions. Surely, not to be overilooked, are the members of the 
Ohai.rman's own family who havie had to show patience and 
understanding when Convention work took pre~cedence over 
IllOrmal family -activii:·ties. To each goes the deepest appreciation. 

F. G. Stephenson, General Chairman 
1974 A.LS. National Convenrt:iion 
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FROM OUR EDITOR 
and 

GUEST IRIS CHAIRMAN 

REGION 4 IN '74: This is a special souvenir Convention issue 
of Region 4 NEWSCAST. Iit will be diistributed to our guests 
as well as our members of Region 4 and the hybridiizers who 
have sent guest irises for the Conven!tion. We have endeavored 
to make it worthy of the atteooon of aLI. Thus, we hope it has 
qui1te a oosmopoJ.itan flavor. 

OUR CONTRIBUTORS: Our illustrious friends from other 
Regions as well as ·some from our own Region 4 have made 
generous contributions. They have written freely and whole
heamedly and we feature rt!heir articles w~th the greatest pri.de. 
We wish to express to then:i 1our appreciation f.or giving of t!heiT 
time, knowledge, experience and wli.t: 

Dr. Hugo Wall: our well-loved President of A.LS. who brings 
us greetings. 

Mr. Wm. T. Bledsoe: Immediate p·ast President of A.LS., ap
propriately writing of the history of Judges' Traii.nin:g, a field 
to whiich he surely has given more than any other member 
of A.LS. 

Dr. Clarke Cosgrove: Educaitlor, speaker of rare ability and wit, 
First Vice-PreStident of A.LS. and Chairman of Exhibitions. 

Mr. Earl T. Browder: A.LS. Direotor, Chairman of the Admin
istrative Committee and former R.V.P. of Region 4 active in 
its early organization and still going strong. 

Mr. Bennett C. Jones: A.LS. Directoa- and Chairman of Regis
trations, grower •and hybriidizer, winner of the President's 
Cup in 1972 foc ELIZABETH STUART, the Cook-Douglas 
Medal for CHERRY GARDEN and the Knowlton Medal 
for CRYSTAL BAY. 

Mr. Robert Schl'einer: A famous hybridizer from a family of 
hybridizers who have won more high ·awards in the iriis world 
than ·could be pr,inted on t!his page. To list them would re
quire a major research project. He has been active in A.LS. 
affairs through the years, his latest job being that of A.LS. 
Director foom 1961-1972. 
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Dr. William G. McGarvey: Professor of Psychology, New 
York University a.it Oswego, we11 known hybridizer and 
authority on Siberian Irises. 

Mr. Harry Kuesel: Hyb!1idizer, Naitiona;l Chairman of Test 
Gardens and President of the Med.ii.an Iris Society. 

Mr. F. G. Stephenson: Ghairman of the 1974 National Conven
tion, Region 4 Judges' Training Chairman and member of the 
J. T. Committee. 

Dr. Lloyd Zurbrigg: Professor of Music at Radford College, 
hybr.idiz·er specializing in Rebloomers, Past President of The 
Reblooming Iris Society and CUI"l'ent Editor of <the Rebloom-
ing Iris Recorde1r. · 

Mr. Dave Niswonger: Biologi•st, HospitaJ. Administrator, grower 
and hybridizer. Winner of the President's Cup in 1971 for his 
RASPBERRY RIPPLES. 

Mr. Keith Keppel: Hybridizer and grower and winn'er of the 
Dykes' Medal in 1972 for his BABBLING BROOK. 

Mr. Ben R. Hager: Hybridizer and gmwer. Winner of the Cook
Douglas Medal for REGARDS, the Morgan Award for 
SWANK, the Nfos Award for ARCHIE OWEN 1.n 1973 and 
PORT OF CALL in 1972, the Deballion Award for DELTA 
KING. 

Mrs. Ann Dasch: Artist, journalist a:nd Chaiirman of the Youth 
Committee, N ationailly and in Region 4; recently active in 
Judges' Training in 1ilie Franois Scott Key Chapter, Region 4. 

This is not an a•ttempt to list all ·the talents th·ese wonderful 
people possess nor the 'honors .they have received. 

A HIGHLY UNGRAMMATICAL SWAN SONG: NEWS
CAST has been a part of your Ediitoa-'s Life for a long time. 
AdmittedJy, it has not been an eaJsy berth and certainly not one 
that anybody has sought, else her tenure a:s Editor would have 
ended long ago. Sometimes, irt: has been a thankless task but it 
has its compensations and very saJ1:i:sfying ones, too. Now, it is 
t~me to relinqui•sh it:llie editorship to Dr. E. Roy Epperson and it 
is hoped that he will receive the support and cooperation of aU 
of you. 
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. NEWSCAST is tlhe result of the effor1ts of many people. 
NEWSCAST is Nannie Paquette starting from scratch on a 
shoestring, feeling her way along to heilp tie together an infant 
Region; NE\iVSCAST is Editors Dkk Meagher, Don Mit
chell, Martha Davidson and yes, Rena Crumpler, each con
tributing in his own waiy ito the betterment ,of the publi
cation; NEWSCAST is Claude O'Brien, especially Claude 
O'Brien, as are many things in Region 4, and NEWSCAST 
is Earl Browder and Rena Crumple>r and Frank Sherrill and 
Maynard Harp and BiU Kelley who have followed him as 
R.V.P. plotting and conniving and begging and knocking 
heads to provide financial means for its survival; NEWS
CAST is the Auction Chairmen from John Wilson and Joie 
Lynn to Roy Epperson who have striv·ed to make our auctions 
profitable so tihat the Ohaptel"'s might have funds to support it; 
NEWSCAST is 1the Auctioneers who haV1e wheedled the dimes 
and quarters and dollars from our members; NEWSCAST is 
those who havre given irises to the auctions and those who have 
bought them; NEWSCAST is those Chapters who have scraped 
the bottom of the barrel to contribute to the Region when their 
auctions or sales were unsuccessful; NEWSCAST is those who 
have subm;itted material for the enjoyment and enlightenment of 
others and NEWSCAST i1s those who have read and learned 
from it more about irises and more about our Region. In fact, 
NEWSCAST is pride in A.LS., pride in our Regioni pride in our 
hybriidizers, pride in our gardens and pride in ourselves. Finally 
and most importantly; NEWSCAST is our means of communi
cating with eaich ,other and with other Regions. NEWSCAST. 
is our finest ambassador of .good wiliJ. 

As your Editor goes on to other duties in A.LS. you can be 
sure that no matter how greait her interest in what she may do, 
her first love will remain Region 4 and you, irt:s members, her 
very dear and good frien&s: 

RENA 

REGISTER FOR CONVENTION '74 ! 
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THIS IS REGION FOUR 
Earl T. Browler 

In the beginning there was, of course, Tidewater. This Tide
water, too, was a beginning, for irt was here our Founding 
Fathers establ-isihed themselves and a Nation was born. It was a 
good Land and i1t was a good Nation. 

First ten, then hundreds of thousands swiftly learned of 
the goodness of America and of Freedom and came to cast their 
lot. Soon, Tidewater towns seemed crowded and the course of 
Empire moved rapidly to the Blue Ridge, the Cumberland, Al
legheny and other mountain ranges, leaped over them and con
tinued westward. 

Eventually, there was pause and consolidation, then, Sta:tes 
and Counties and Parishes and Ci1ties. And, much later, Tib.e 
American Iris Society came into being. In an effort to carry the 
beauty of tlhe Iris ;to as many and as quic~ly as it could the 
Society divided the Country into six Regions. These prov,ed·too 
large and unwieldy and were themselves div,ided and redivided 
until today we have a total of twenty-four Regions. 

Region Four is one of the twenty-four, and it is many 
things. It is Tidewaiter. It is mile-high mountains. It is soft 
wood and hard wood forests and great deposits of coal and iron 
ore and other bounfies too numerous to mention. Geographical
ly it is the largest Region in the Un~ted States. 

In the beginning of '.Dhe Am~dcan Iris Society the East 
was the center of iri's culture. A serious student will fJnd awMt
ing him the names of many very wealthy Region Four iris 
lovers who literalily searched the earth for new varieties 
to grace their gaI'dens. 

Irisdom, too, mwed westard. Early gardeners grew old 
and new ones replaced them. The iriis, witching hoyden that 
sihe ~s, was found to grow as well by the cottage doorstep as at 
the large house on the hill with a dozen gardeners at her be,ck 
and call. And the Society grew and grew and grew. 

Transition is ev·er bu11densome. Between •the passing of the 
old and the arrival of a responsive new stood many years. Even
tuaJly one, Claude C. O'Brien, a Druggist from Greensboro, 
Nort!h Carolina became our Regional Vice President-and he 
at once set out to organize the Region. He ran me to earth in a 
corner of the Skirv·en Hotel in Oklahoma City and charged me 
to "go home from here and organize West Virginia for The 
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American Iris Society-qukkly." I gulped-and promised. He 
asked the same help and lioJ1a!lty from others in other areas and 
he1lp and loyalty were given. 

Now, ir~s I had-thousands of them-and in all of West 
Virginia AIS had eleven members, that is, ·eleven if Mrs. Brow
der and I counited as two. Today, I think I might look ait such 
prospects rather glumly, but then I was younger and probably 
looked at them as a challenge. So we went to work and soon 
the iris were dug and deaned and were laying in neat piles on 
the lawn. We scrounged colored pictures for most of them, 
mailed letters, beat it:he drums, made and served lemonade and 
announced loud and dear, "The iris are for free. Help your
selves. But here ait this 1table you become members otf The 
American Iris Society and pay your dues." 

Claude all but had heart failure a few days larter when I 
sent him the list of our twenty-sev.en new members. More were 
to come, and two week1s later we organized The Southern West 
Virginia Area with thirty-six AIS members. Oither Areas of the 
Regi:on did as welil. 

Time passed. Claude served his term as RVP and I suc
ceeded him. I bravely ca.Bed a meeting of all Officers and Area 
Chairmen in Roanoke in mid February and drove over in more 
fear than I would have admiJttied. 

In all probaibility we v1iolated just about ev1ery law pertain
ing to Democratic Principles in all the books. (It is many years 
later as I write this, and I wonder if 1the plaiin,t of parmty cries 
a;bout the exer'Cise, or lack theiieof, of Democra;tk Principles is 
noit shunting us to a :road that ·can only lead to the demise of
Democratic Principles.) But work we did. I bravely declared 
myself the RVP by tlhe authol'.iiJty of a letter from Dr. Randolph. 
We then proceeded to number and identify ourselves and elect
ed ·a Secretary, a Treasurer and a Membership Chairman. 

The one word "membership" immedia-tely raised questions 
a:s to who would be members •of Region Four. Trhe Region al
ready had several local Iri1s "Societies" within its boundary. 
Surely they would be members, wouldn'1t they? I elected ndt to 
be a good presiding otfficer' and the talk went on and on. Out of 
it was 1to ·come a unanimous decision t!hat made Region Four 
different from all other Regions. We found as follows: "AIS 
members only may be a part of and have a voice in the affairs 
of the Region. N on-AIS irisarians we would welcome to our 
meetings as inv~ted gue1sts and would help as opportunity pre
sented itself, but until they became AIS members they simply 
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could not be a part of an AIS organizaition." To this day I cannot 
understand how it could be Qltherwise, for certainly non-AIS 
folk hy right 1have no voice in AIS maitters. 

What would we call tJhe smaller Area 'organiza,tions founded 
in the past three years? Many loca'1 Chairmen were present, 
none were too sur:e the word "Area" fitted our declared coniceprt:. 
Some present were Business and Professional people with mem
berships ,jn National Organizaitions that had local Chapters. The 
ABA, AIA, AGC and on and on. So we explored 1the meaning 
of our various Business and Professional Chap.ters, and by the 
dint of working the cart before the horse our Areas became 
"Chapters of Region Four". Boldly I appointed well known 
irisarians as Chairmen (mostly they were Chair-ladies!) of those 
Chapters not represented. We procul"ed State-County maps and 
more boldly proceeded to delineate the Chapters. 

We voted to print our NEWSCAST and selected an EditoT. 
We would support ourselves by auctions o•f iris and other plant 
life in each Chapter each year. We decreed that each Chapter 
should send two-thirds of the proceeds of such auctions to the 
Regional Treasurer. This seemed a bit far-fetohed to some, in
cluding your writer. But that same year the Eastern Nomh 
Carolina Chapter had better than a tfriousand dollar auction and 
sent all of it to the Regional Tfleasurer. 

And that was the beginning. In general 1the ground rules are 
still very mucih the same. Regi,onal Vice-Presidents have suc
ceeded Regional Vice-Presidents. Each has contributed to the 
further grow1th and development· of the Region as befit their 
particular abilities, and none have been lacfoing. 

It is said that all men dream dreams. They probably do. 
Claude O'Briien dreamed t:ha:t some day Region Four would 
host a National Converntion. We who followed him did not have 
that idle dream. We did not, 1that is, until our present officers 
appeared on scene. Hats off ! For they did dare to dream, then 
with might and m<l!in they tacklied .the task of making their 
dream come true. And in rthe doing have p.roved anew the o1d, 
old saw-"You can do as much as you think you can." 

Ours is a good Region. We have but little trouble. Claude 
O'Brien gave us our veriy being. We havre !had good and hM"d 
working Reg,i·onal Vice-Presidents. But please,-please let me 
give credit for so very much of our success where I think it fairly 
belongs_,to the rank and file of ithe AIS members of Region 4. 
For, as I have told you, our AIS members are Region 4. 
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TEN YEARS WITH THE JUDGES' TRAINING PROGRAM 
By William T. Bledsoe 

One of the most amazing phenomena of progress in the 
American Iris Society during the past few years has been the 
overall improvement in selection of good irises by judges and 
irisarians. This has come a;borut, to a great degree, from know
ledge ,of the accepited limits and requirements of modern-day 
irises. Much of this knowledge has been gained through sessions, 
seminars, and classes held as a parit of the Judges' Training Pro
gram, commonly called ,the JTP. We see the results in the up
grading of varieties grown in an average garden; in increased 
awards to deserving introductions; and, in spite of an occasional 
sLip-up, in fewer awards to undeserving irises. 

The JTP was first authorized by 1the AIS Board of Directors 
in a business session at Omaha, Nebraska, on November 13, 1960. 
A committee was set up, composed of tihe following: Chairman, 
Larry Gaulter; members: Robert S. Carney, J. Arthur Nelson, 
Robert Schreiner, and Don Waters. The original objective was 
the integration and standardization of regional judges' training 
programs already undertaken (AIS Bulletins #160, January 
1961, and #164, January 1962). The program picked up consider
able momentum during the middle and late Six:ties primarily 
because of the basic groundwork laid by this commit.tee. 

In 1962, I suggested to Bob Carney (who was a close friend) 
that the trnining of judges could be best Sttandardized by adopt
ing AIS-wide guidelines, and I submitted an' outline cxf regula
tions I considered necessary. Bob broug.ht rthis before the Board, 
but it was turned do,wn. (I suspect that tihe idea was perhaps 
considered too radical at that time because ·the feasibility. of its 
implemellltation had not yet been demonstrated.) Later in that 
same year, at the invitaJtion of Mrs. Paul Frank Boon, RVP of 
Region 24, I gave in Birmingham, Alabama, a two-hour program 
before 35 or 40 judges and growers on the subject, "Exhibition 
Judging of Tall-Bearded Icises". The presentation was well 
received. 

Mrs. Boon and ·Olther prominent members of Region 24, with
out saying anyithing to me, contaicted Bob Carney and through 
him Larry Gaulter and gave favornble reports of the session. 
Upon request, I forwarded a copy of the outline I had followed 
to Carney and Gaulter. Almost by return mail I received from 
Larry Gaulter an invitation to become a member of the JTP 
committee and a request to ·expand my outline into a full-fledged 
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training "lesson plan" for show judging. Thus was launched my 
JTP career, al-though at the <time I did not have any idea it would 
mushroom to the proportions it later did. 

In 1963 I conducted my first officially approved JTP session 
in Birmingham, and another iin Jackson, Mississippi. That same 
year, the Board of Directors at a meeting in Kansas City named 
me Chairman of the Committee for Revision of the AIS Judges' 
Handbook. They also named eight committee members to do the 
work: Crescent Deru, Larry Gautler, Peggy Burke Grey, Wil
liam G. McGarvey, Irene Nelson, J. At'it:hur Nelson, W. F. Scott, 
Jr., and Hugo Wall. I remember my consternation when Bob 
Carney came out of the mee!ting and told me wihat had been 
decided! "I don'1t even know most of 1those people!" I told Bob. 
(I'm still not sure exactly why I was .chosen, but I s.uspect that 
nobody else would agree to tackle the project, which Editor Tom 
Jacoby called "A monumental undertaking".) But ·tackle it I did. 

Editor Jacoby's assessment of ·the job was indeed prophetic! 
Our aommitttee divided into •sub-committees~ each assigned· t!he 
responsibility for sp6cific chapters. Peg Grey, who knew well 
the strengths of just about everybody in AIS, steered me to 
people of whom I had never heard to get expertise needed, parti
cularly in some of •the sections other than tall bearded. (Looking 
back now, I realize 1:1hat I never could have even started ·the job 
had she not helped so unselfishly.) 

There were serious problems. I was determined that we 
should finish til:ie whole job by the Sp:riing of 1965, a few mon:ths 
less than two years afiter we s.tart~d. We had experienced :con
sidernble difficulty in arriving at a consensus version of the 
chapter on "GaI'den Judging of Tall Bearded Irises", 1the very 
heart of the Handbook. And ilhe two chapters on "Judging 
Median Irises" were somehow very slow in even getting starited. 
Finally, I "took the bull by the horns" and personally "inter
married" the treatises 1submitted by two committee members, 
W. F. Scott, Jr., and William G. McGarvey, to form the chapter, 
"Garden Judging of Tall Bearded Irises". I claim little or:igi
nal~ty on my part for this ·chapter-I tried only to blend into a 
readable wlhole the best ideas of eacli expert. As for the Medians, 
I made a desperate plea for help to Bee Warburiton, Ms. Median 
Iris, herself, w1ho should have been induded on ·the original com
mittee. Bee's response was typical of her-in less than a month 
she submitJted her excellerut material. 

In the meantime, I typed and mimeographed proposed 
chapters of the Handbook, and presented the material, especially 
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i.lhaii: for- the tall beardeds, in JTP sessions conducted t!hroughout 
the :country. In 1964 and 1965 I led ",seminars" at Centralia and 
Chicago in I11inois; ai1: Memphi:s, Knoxville, and Nash ville in 
Tennessee; and at Dallas, Lexington, Guntersville, Sta·rkville, 
and Calloway Gardens. In each session ,the material was pains
takingly analyzed in open discussion and accordingly revised 
afterwards. More and more the Handbook became the combined 
opinions of many judges in many regions. The final revision 
was pub1ished by AIS in October 1965. That same year I became 
a member of the AIS Board of Directors, and was named Chair-
man of the Exhibi,tion Committee. (While this enhanced my 
prestige in the JTP, iit also iinvolved me heavily in the work 
necessary to mairutain surveillaruce of it"he exhibition program, 
perhaps the most demanding assignment in AIS, short of the 
presidency, itself.) 

At this point it should be emphasized that many of the AIS 
regions had already moved out strongly in developing theiir own 
regional JTP's. Obviously, since rt:here wa;s no guidance at the 
national level yet adopted, the regiona;l programs varied widely 
in their requirements and ,in their intensity-depending on ithe 
dedication and the ba;ckground of the individual RVP's and the 
ohairmen of the regional JTP's. I found Region 4 to be one of 
the leaders [n this respeict. Rena Crumpler, then RVP, and Fred 
Stephenson, JTP Chairman, wer-e among rt:he pionee·ris, as were 
Elizabeth Bergin, then RVP of Region 17, and Leon W011'ford, 
JTP Chairman. W'hen I conduc:ted JTP sessions in each of these 
regions, I was impressed esp-edal,ly by their- programs. 

I still was convinced that the ultimaite so:lurt:ion to the priob
lem of training judges was the establishment ·of AIS-wide guide
lines. And ais I came into personal contact wiith the varied r.egion
al programs, some formal hut many informal, I realized that we 
were "riding rapidly off in all directions". I had continuingly 
worked on drawing up proposed AIS Guideiines, as I went fr.om 
region to region. Finally, in 1966 ·the Board offi.cially adopted 
these "Guidelines for Accreditation of Judges," with an effeotive 
date of November l, 1968. 

From 1966 rt:o 1970 the tempo of training sessions increased. 
I av,era;ged six meetings per year, each usually in a different 
region. (Over all, I :conducted <sessions in 20 of ·the 24 regions 
in AIS.) And other instructors were becoming quite active also. 
The JTP was unmisrt:akaibly "off rt:he ground and flying high". 
(I think perhaps one of my most important contributions to the 
program was my ability rto convince individuals wtherev,er I went 
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that in every· region there were competent people who could 
and should take over the responsibilities in their regions.) 

Upon Larry Gaulter's retirement as a Director, in 1967 I 
believe, I was appointed Chairman of AIS Judges and Judges' 
Training, the job he had so capC1Jbly filled for several years. I 
continued to press hard for every region to implement fully 
the reguirements of the Guidelines for Accreditation. Almost 
all of them responded adequately, many of them outstanding, 
a few of them slowly. In November 1968, Hugo Wall succeeded 
me in the chairmanship of that committee, when I had to turn 
my attention to other duties. He supplied much needed "firm
ing-up" of judges' rosters and continued emphasis on the JTP 
itself. His work, and tha:t of the in:cumbent, Carol Ramsey, have 
insured an efficient corps of AIS judges and an accurate record 
of thdr training and performance. 

In 1969, the current revision of the Handbook was published, 
after a year and a half of work by a committee made up partia:lly 
from members .of the first group, but mostly from new contri
butors. This committee, of which I was chairman, included: Oren 
E. Campbell, Ila Crawford, Peggy Burke Grey, Ben R. Hager, 
Carol Ramsey, and Fred Stephenson. I cannot express adequate
ly my gratitude, and that of AIS for the exceptional dedication 
and expertise demonstrated by members of the two Revision 
Committees. The success of the JTP has been materially fur
thered by their efforts in producing the "Bible" of the AIS judge. 

One facet ,of the program, sometimes overlooked, is the 
"iris appredation" for non-judges. I remember well that Hubert 
Fischer, then AIS President, used to say: "We must remember 
that while it is important to train judges, we also have a duty 
to educate the public to recognize good irises!" And how right 
he was! Throughout •these years of JTP sessions we hav.e always 
thrown them open to ·the public. And some of our keenest 
"learners" were those who wanted only to develop the ability to 
choose wisely the irises they wished to grow in their own .gar
dens: 

Finally, I emphasize ·that the JTP has been basically self
supporting. In 1962, the national committee was authorized to 
spend $100 for mimeographing outlines used in training. And ii.n 
1964 and 1965, approximately $125 was spent for typing final 
manuscripts for the 1965 Handbook. All of the training sessions 
themselves, all of the expenses of visiting speakers, all of the 
rentals for meeting places-everything has been financed by the 
individual reg;ions. A remarkable fact! 
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In conclusion, I point out that AIS now has a staff o.f more 
than 600 judges, and, almost without fail, each is adequately 
trained. A smoothly wor~ing JTP in every regrion assures com
petent replacements as they are needed. The AIS JTP is recog
nized nationally as being on a par or above similar programs 
in similar organizations. And I look forward to 1the additional 
improvements and refinements which I know will come during 
the next ten years which lie ahead. 

KIRKLEE IRIS GARDEN 
VIRGINIA AND ROY EPPERSON 

1115 Delk Drive High Point, N.C. 27262 

TALL BEARDED IRISES, OLD AND NEW 

AT REASONABLE PRICES 

I 
... ~# .................. ~., ..... ..,..,~.,,., .. ~ ......... ....,.,., ....... 

LANDSEND GARDENS 
FRANCES AND ALLEN BROWN 

4326 Grandin Rd. Ext. S.W. Roanoke, Va. 24018 

Hybridizer and grower of many fine iris of recent introduction. 

Catalog on request Visitors Welcome 
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REGION 4 - .A LEADER IN JUDGES TRAINING 

By: F. G. Stephenson, Chairman 

Region 4 Judges' Training Program 

Since its very beginning Region 4 has had a Judges Train
ing Chairman, a post first rheld by Mr. Claude O'Brien. Mr. 
O'Brien ·tried most diligently to get the American Iris Society 
to establish a National Training Program. At that time, there 
was too much opposition to itl1e setting up of any kind of training 
for Judges so ihis efforts were rebuffed. 

As the years passed, a louder cry was raised to do something 
to increase the caliber of the Judges voting for A.LS. Awards. 
By 1964 a larger number of A.LS. members were pushing for 
reform in Judges Training but no one was able to come up wi:th 
a plan that was acceptable to the majority. 

Upon tak,ing over as R.V.P. of Region 4 in- 1965, Rena 
Crumpler had as one of her' goals .the setting up of a Regional 
Judges' Training Program. At that time your present Judges' 
Training Chairman was asked and "arm twisted" into taking 
over the task. Perhaps, h,is greatest qualification was thait he was 
totally ignorant as to what •the qualifications of a good judge 
should be. As things turned out, this was, indeed, a true asset 
since he had to di'g in and start from scratch. By reading the 
Handbooks from numerous planrt societies, and by using the 
training experience derived from 10 years as an instructor for 
hi1s 1company, he began to envision a Training Manual patterned 
after that he had been using [n Company training. 

The first attempt at a Judges' School was set for the Friday 
preceding the 1965 Regional Meeting. The text used was an 
ar.ticle by Dr. William G. McGarvey, "Garden Judging of Tall 
Bearded Irises." Twenty-<elight people took advanrtage of this 
opportunity which was considered a paot dass to test the inter
est of our membership. Rena Crumpler led off with a discussion 
and demonstration of Exhibition Judging. Claude O'Brien con
ducted a session on rthe Iris Plant and Frances Brown led in the 
discussion of the Iris Flower. T1he course was so enthusias1tically 
received that we felt we were on the right track. Plans were 
made to hold Sohools .in connection with our Regional Meetings 
each year. 

In 1966 the first of a trhree-part series of Region 4 Trnining 
Courses was held at Greensboro, N. C. with Bill Bledsoe, Nation-
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al Chairman ofJ. T. as guest instrnator. Region 4 was also honor
ed .in having A.LS. President, Hubert Fischer as a guest. Sensing 
the enthusiasm 01f the people of Region 4 and ·their acceptance 
of Judges' Training, we bdieve these two were encouraged to 
increase t'heir efforts at the National levet 

In keeping with the desilie to \have it:Jhe very best inS'tructors 
available, Dr. Hugo WaH was secured as the instructor for the 
second of our Sohools at Norfolk in 1967. It was 'here that the 
seed was firmly implanted that resulted in the publishing of a 
Training Manual somewhat later. 

In 1968 1the Region was most forttunate in securing ithe ser
vices of Carol Ramsey as guest instructor. She made a greait hit 
with her very a;ble presenta1tion on Exhibition Judging. Region 
4 had successfully compl·eted its first Judges Training Series. 

This same year saw the appointment of your chairman to the 
committee ito revise the Handbook For Judges and Show Of
ficials. A·t the same time, Region 4 Program received National 
recogni•tion by being accepted, almost in its entirety by many 
other regions and nationally. 

'Dhe 1969 Judges' School was held .in Timonium, Md. with 
Bill Bledsoe, again, as guest ins.tmctor. Here, there was a de
viation from the t'egular series to present Exhibiition Judging 
for the henefiit ,of the Feder:aited Garden Club Judges ,[n atten
dance. Assisting in this dass was Betty Ward of our own 
Region 4. 

In 1970, with the return of the Regional Meeting ·to Roa
noke, .it was our good foI'tune to have Dr. William G. McGarvey 
as guest instructor. Highlight of this dass was his use of ithe 
Region 4 Judges' Training Manual which had just been com
piied. 

1971 saw ·the School move to Charlotte, N.C. where a great 
variety of classes were held. Our "workshop" here was the 
Charlotte Iris Show. Regi·on 4 Judges did all the instructing with 
grea;t success. 

Dave Niswonger was the guesit instructor for the 1972 Meet
ing alt the Golden Triad in N. C. The Garden Judging sessions 
were the hi·ghlight of ithis Class which was well attended. 

In 1973 there was a de-emphasis of the regular Judges' 
Training Classes at the Regional levei. Instead, 'classes in spe-
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cialized subjects were offered. Region 4 was honored by having 
Bee vVarburton as guest instructor who, along with Barbara 
Whitehouse, introduced the students to the Medians. 

It is £eit that this is the trend the Regional Classes will 
take in the future. ResponsibiHty for training is now being pass
ed on to the individual Chapters because many people find it 
impracticable to travel the great distance to Regional Me·eitings. 
The Eastern N. C. and the Francis Scott Key Chapters have 
conducted such classes and have qualified a number of members 
for judgeships. 

Without the full and complete support of the individuals of 
Region 4 and the wonderful raport with those at the National 
levd, we could have accomplished little. The 1974 Convention 
has taken its toll of the Judges' Training Program, but with its 
passing, we can again pick up where we left off and cont•inue 
to lead the way in Jtfdges' Training with the full support and 
backing of the entire membership. 

The 1974 Conv.ention is prov.iding a once-in-a-lifetime op
portunity for members of our region in presenting an Exhibition 
Judging session which will be interesting and different. It will 
bring you into a face-<1:0-face situation with some of the more 
knowledgeable instructors in all A.LS. Let's really show them 
that IT IS REGION 4 IN '74 and ev·ery year! 

Would You Like To Be A 

BUS CAPTAIN for Convention Tours? 

If you are familiar with ·the Roanoke, Radford, Blacksburg, 
Martinsville, Danville or Chatham areas, volunteer your services. 

Write: 
Mrs. A. W. Rice 
2817 Avenham Ave., S.W. 
Roanoke, V"a.24014 
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THE PROMISE 
Robert Schreiner 

The place is Freeport, IU.inois-Quality Gardens-Mrs. 
Douglas Pattison's renowned ga.rden----'1:he source of many of 
the finest new Iris. The time~first week of June, 1934-40 years 
ago! Mrs. Pattison was generously showiing her expertise and 
counsel to a young fellow Iris carta:loger. As we walked a:long 
the paths of her well gr:oomed garden, she turned to me and sa.id, 
"Robert, with the achievements of the varieties MARQUITA 
and DEPUTE NOMBLAT, <the perfection of the Iris has reach
ed its peak I All colors and types have been a;chieved with :these 
new impom:s from England and France." This expression of her 
opinion shook me; but wHh the exuberance and optimistic out
look of youth, I wondered-can this be true? 

At different times through the years whi,le attending <the 
various N artional Iris Conventions, I have seen new accomp
lishments. One was at tihe Conv·ention in the Evanston-Wil
mette, IUinois area that heralded the advent of 'the never before 
achieved flamingo pink Iris. David Hall's flamingo pink Iris 
CHERIE rose to the pinnacle by l'eceiv,ing t<he Dykes Medal in 
1951 as a .culminartion of this breakthrough. From the same 
town, living side by side, Orville Fay's pel'ceptive hybridizing 
produced a group of remarkaibl~ new Iris-Dykes Medaiists
TRULY YOURS and MARY RANDALL; the yielding from 
flamingo pink sources. 

Awareness of the vari1etal development of fe.llow Iris hyibri
dizers is the ·comers<tone to a ·candid judgment of t<he intrinsic 
qualities of a new variety. Paul Cook, with his epochal break
thr:ough of the new breeder Iris-WHOLE CLOTH, e:xJempli
fied such a development. Perhaps few realized t'he promise, the 
multiplicity and ramifications this first family of the new bi-color 
fame unieashed. The door is just being opened to many, many 
facets of new Iris with WHOLE CLOTH through its Lineal 
descendents from dark falls to light falls, orchid falls with new 
horizons such as LILAC CHAMPAGNE. 

This Iris is the next step towards the new color combination 
of pink standards and blue falls-a first time. 

Not every convention echoes a thunderbolt but at each con
vention Iris fanciers view and enjoy seeing the new intro
ductions. Ait the Philadelphia Convention in 1973 at Longwood 
Gardens the Iris Society folks had an opportunity to view a 
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full bed planting of the variety DEPUTE NOMBLAT. As we 
paused to look at our old friend, we marveled at the perfection 
of the Iris varieties that we now enjoy. What an advancement! 
Looking ahead rto 'the Roanoke Convent.ion in May 1974, the 
promise is always there. What will be the new loci of interest? 
What will be the new developments? Come and see! In the 1930's 
·the garden of that Iris connoisseur, Mr. J. P. Fishburn was the 
focal spot :0f Iris attention. Phoenix-like-what will arise in 
1974? The present day Tris that we grow is a plant marvel and 
the promise is great for tomorrow's achievements. It is my 
opinion that the only boundary of the future is the dreams and 
inspirations of the Iris enthusiast and hybridizer. 

IRIS IN CERAMICS 
by Roberta 

Are you Looking for small knick-knacks that feature iris? 
They are hard to find, I know. 

Now you can satisfy that urge
Roberta will have them at the 

CRAFT SHOP - A.LS. National Convention 
REGION FOUR - SEVENTY-FOUR 

TRINKET BOXES 

CREAM & SUGARS 

CUPS & SAUCERS 

TRAYS 

IRIS PINS 

VASES 

I can also fill orders by mail. 

ROBERTA McMULLIN 

PLAQUES 

SALT & PEPPERS 

BOOK ENDS 

2507 Broa:d Street, Parkersburg, W V. 26101 ' 

20 



GREAT EXPECTATIONS 
Bennett C. Jones 

It is too ea.rly ito paick om bags, but I don't mind saying that 
here, late .in February, they have been dusted off in anticipation 
of our journey ito Roanoke w;here we expect a great conv·ention. 
This will be our first excursion into what we, from the far North
west, consider the true South and expect a lovely countryside 
and a w,onderlul people. I wonder if we will be too late to £.ind 
the * dogwood still in bloom and, thoug;h we a;re coming to see 
irises, we will be looking for Mountain Laurel and the native 
Rhododendron a:s well. We are it•he kind of tourists who do not 
miss much and we may arrive a day or two early to assure that 
we don't. 

Rather than expectation, it is anticipaition so far as irises 
are concerned and I ·hope to see some of the very new ones about 
which I have already heard so much. At Philadelphia, I liked 
George Crossman's LOUDOUN LASSIE. It will be interesting 
to see it again grow.ing in its home territory where I shall also 
be looking for his very new LOUDOUN CHARMER, a bi:color 
of pink standards and rose-violet falls. I do like bicolors, and 
reverse bicolors more so, .if they are of the tangerine bearded 
group of irises; therefore, it would be nice to find Melba Ham
bl.en's NEW ROCHELLE, which I hear is ever doser to pink 
standards with blue falls. From Opal Brorwn, QUEEN OF 
HEARTS has had much praise from those who have seen it as 
a seedling. A reverse bicolor wit!h coral pink standards, which are 
laced. The falls are a lighter Siha.de of pink, with orange ibuff at 
the haft and a beard to match the standards. 

I thought Gene Burger's **D-12 was one of the best seedlings 
I saw at Philadelphia. Possibly it will be named by the time we 
get to Roanoke-look for a beautifully ruffled flower of rather 
deep coral salmon co1or, excellent form and a strong well branch
ed stalk. Because of its outstanding performance during the con
'V'ention here in 1972 and at Philadelphia last year, I won't mind 
looking for Joe Gatty's PRINCESS again, for perhaps his nt:w 
LIZ will be close by. This one is pale creamy salmon pink, much 
ruffled and nice enough to have won the seedling cup in Region 
14 in 1973. My list of pinks is concluded with Nate Rudolph's 

* We hope so because if you see dogwood, y;ou will be too early for 
irises. Ed. 

** Has been named KINDNESS . 
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PINK ANGEL which I have not yet seen, but with such pinks 
as PINK FRINGE and PINK TAFFETA to his credit, I 
expect PINK ANGEL will not be anything less. Because I am 
involved in working with orange-toned irises, I hope to find his · 
1974 introduction ORANGE FIRE somewhere along the tour. 
A ruffled intense orange, there is some pink in the standards and 
the beard is near red. 

FIVE STAR ADMIRAL-what a fine name Jim Marsh 
has ;chosen for his new very dark blue iris, boldly ruffled and 
of great form. 'Dhis should be something to see. The Schreiners 
have a new deep navy blue, also well named-NAVY STRUT. 
Ruffled, of excellent form and it has the strong very well branch
ed stalk you expect of a Schreiner blue. BLUE REFLECTION, 
another from Schreiners, is a very blue iris, somewhat lighter in 
color than SAPPHIRE HILLS, a silvery blue, and one I sug
gest you look for. I have known it and thought highly of it be
fore it was named. 

Last year, while talking with Dr. Nearpass at Philadelphia, 
he showed me a few photographs of his very newest selected 
seedlings. There was a * plicata which I hope I'll find in some
one's garden and I'll look for his DOVER BEACH again. A 
blue amoena I thought was V·ery good in a class where they must 
be that good to be better than what we have. I know nothing 
about it, not even its 1color, but I hear he has a new one to offer 
in the near future which he has named HO MEW ARD BOUND. 

I was a visitor to Keith Keppel's garden when his work with 
amoena plicatas was in its earlier stages. It was obvious at thart: 
time that some unusual color patterns would result f:r:om these 
crosses and BALLYHOO !had just been named. I hope to find 
LIMERICK, a seedling of BALLYHOO, though of very dif
ferent color-off-white standatids, blending to yellow at their 
edges, the falls are cinnamon, dotted with darker brown. l£ I 
£ind his newest, AUTUMN LEAVES, I expect to see a riot of 
those ·colors of autumn. Strong plants and superb form are the 
rule in his selections. 

I can't remember a convention w!hen I didn't find a really 
fine iris from Marvin Olson and usually the flower has been a 
comhination of yellow and white, a favorite combination of color 

* There are Z. already registered as Rose Tattoo and Pink Picotee. 
For release in '75 or '76. Ed. 
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wi,th me since PINNACLE bowled me over some years ago. 
GOLDEN ELEGANCE is the one to look for ,this year
buttercup standards, white faHs wi'llh a buttercup border and 
beard to match. 

So, we will be coming to Roanoke, armed with a list of irises 
we will not want to miss; also, knowing we will find others 
a:bout whkh we haven't heard and perhaps one of these will steal 
the show as COUNTRY MANOR did last year at Philadelphia 
-isn't that a fine iris? 

POD & POLLEN GARDENS • 
Rt. 3, Box 327-D Charlotte, N.C. 28210 

BLUE ETCHINGS ( B. J. Brown 1973) Light blue self with darker blue 

markings in haft area. 
Exhibition Award 1972 

MR. AND MRS. B. J. BROWN; owners 

THE BALLARD IRIS GARDEN 
1304 Canal Drive, Rt. 196 Chesapeake, Va. 23323 

Selec:t irises for sale. 
Many new varieties and older favorites 

You are cordially invited to visit - For directions call 487-0176 

MR. AND MRS. WELDON BALLARD, owners 
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AMONG MY SOUVENIRS 
Clarke Cosgrove 

"Nostalgia isn't what it used to be" is frequently heard or 
read and is true ,if one goes by the di1ctionary definition of 
"homesickness". Nostalgia used to be something tha;t: the older 
individual felt as he recalled earlier events, particularly of his 
childhood or based on sentimentality. Now the nostalgic craze 
belongs also to the young. The fads, postures, and activities 
they are pursuing are not a return to earlier years, but. to earlier 
generations that they never knew. 

Nevertheless, tihis adoption by the young makes. it much 
more acceptable for those of us who are older to confess to cer
tain nostalgic tendencies. Such nostalgia is often expressed in 
holding onto the "tried and true" and· in my case has been ap
plied to iris. The reason for continuing to grow certain variet.ies 
is not the same for each, but each usually is associaited w.ith 
certain cherished memories or for sentimental reasons. Some, 
however, are grown without a logical reason. 

Having been fortunate .in not being restricted drastically 
as to the number of varieties that can be grown, there has always 
been room for a number of older favorites. Three are grown for 
the iris alone, although two of them were produced by individu
als I greatly admired. ZUA (.Crawford 1914), a sport of FLO
RENTINA, I ·continue to grow as ithe creped flower parts have 
never been duplicated by any Olther iris. ZUA is fascinating as 
the beautiful pearly white flower opens on a short stalk. Another 
IB, ULTRA (Sass, H.P. 1926) never fails to send up a prize 
w~nning stalk with dark blue flowers sporting very horizontal 
falls for the fall and win1ter shows. A dump in full bloom that 
always attracts a visitor to a neglected corner of the garden is 
STAR SHINE (Wills 1949), a white and yellow bitone that 

, stands tall, well branched, many buds and flowers, and defiant 
of the weather. 

Although not a hundred years old and therefore not a true 
antique, but nevertheless old enough to be classed among the 
"collectables", two iris are grown because of associations: 
PRINCESS LOUISE (Perry 1903), a dwarf bearded blue 
amoena that will bloom in warmer climates, was chosen to be 
the representative of the magnificent historical collection o£ 
iris that was once at Rutgers University, and PREMIER (Barr 
1899), ithe small electric blue purple spuria so exciting to flower 
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arrangers and probably the oldest iris listed in a commercial 
catalog today. PREMIER was the first spuria I grew although 
not too successfully. 

Some of the iris are grown as reminders of dear friends, but 
usually there ris a quality about the iris that, sentimentality aside, 
holds a place for it in the garden. RUFFLED ORGANDY is 
such an iris. Originated by Edward Brenan, intmduced in 1951, 
it as my touchstone in judging tall bearded for number of buds. 
A cream flower overlaid chrome and bronzy yellow on a tall well
branahed stalk, it never fails 1to point out that beautiful fliorwers 
can also be abundant. I once had a single stalk of RUFFLED 
ORGANDY that had twenty-six buds! The flower has the sub
stance, poise, and ruffling of its grandmother, SNOW FLUR
RY, another iris that is retained for both sentimental and 
thoug:ht provoking reasons. 

Occasionally an iris is discal"'ded and then the years begin 
to bri1ghten rather than diminish the memories of the flower and 
a search is made to find the plant again. Such was ·the case of 
BLACK AND GOLD, a var.i.agiata of Dr. R. E. Kleinsorge that 
was introduced in 1943. The flower was first seen the year orf 
introduction as a cut stalk while on an iris trek to San Ber
nardino. How I envied the possessor of the pollen from that 
magndficent flower and remarked about it on the trip home. Then 
I learned that a simple request pmbably would have resulted in 
the possession of an anther or so, but more important was the 
explanation that by the time BLACK AND GOLD was on the 
market much 10£ its potential as a breeder had already been ex
plored by the breeder and others with whom he had shared the 
plant ·before registration and introduction. Unless I had vari
agarta lines already established inito which this new genetic strain 
could be introduced, the newest of iris would not be of great 
value. It is a pleasure to report thast the sear.ch for BLACK, AND 
GOLD was fruitful when a younger iris enthusiast w:ho had not 
been born t:ihe year- tihe iris was introduced learned of my quest 
and brought me a plant rthis year. 

A strong, no nonsense plant with flowers that demonstrate 
the critical judgment of introducer can be retained over the years 
as a floral 1tr.i.bute. Among those I grow and cherish is PIN
NACLE of Jean Stevens of New Zealand. Unforgettable was 
the sight of Jean almost tearfully viewing a splendid clump of 
this yellow and white bico1or, the selection orf a dozen years 
earlier, holding its own with the newest introductions grown for 
the 1956 convention. 
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ESQUIRE (1944), a dark purplish blue tailored, flaring 
flower, will always remind me of Lena LOlthrop and her discern
ing eye for the superior flower as will WHITE RUFFLES 
(1945) for <the genial, gentlemanly hybridizer, Carl Taylor. 

Memories of Clarence White are .too numerous and too vivid 
to need a floral reminder. I had chosen OYEZ (1938) of all his 
introductions to be the most interesting, but this jaunty, l'ed 
striped little oncobred has had to be replaced repeatedly. Fortu
nately, others are a:ble to gl'OW .it well. 

Although the highest award for the spuria class is named 
for him, I grow a robust douglasiana AMIGUITA (1947) to 
remind me of Eric Nies. It is AMIGO fashioned [nJto a native 
iris hence the name "little friend." 

The lady that took me to my first regional iris meeting, that 
really started this whole maddening iris business for me, recently. 
had a superior spuria named for !her .and now ARCHIE OWEN 
grows in my garden not only for sentimental reasons but as the 
1973 Eric Nies Award winner. 

Among my souvenirs are nOl1: faded and tattered reminders 
of the past, but living plants that each new season burst forith 
in the same sparkling foeshness as the day the first flower 
opened. Nostalgia has g:ot me. 

Region 4 Members Must Tum Out Full Force Fo,r 

CONVENTION '74 

Registraition Fee 
Before AprH 10 
After April 10 
Youth Members 

Mail Registration to : 
Mr. B. J. Br:own 
Rt. 3, Box 327D 
Oharlotte, N. C. 28210 

Tel. 704-588-1788 
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CONVENTION INSURANCE-GROW MEDIANS 
Harry B. Kuesel 

If you've ever tried to forecast the weather even a week in 
advance, you know how difficult it is. Back' in 1969 the AIS 
Convention was planned two years in advance for peak tall 
bearded bloom. They guessed wrong and anothe.r bud convention 
was in prospect. Tall bearded peak was still a week away. But 
they had the foresight to plant dwarf and median irises along 
with the tall bearded, and all was not lost. The Medians were at 
peak in Milwaukee at convention time. Irises that would normal
ly be fini.shed blooming at tall bearded time were seen for the 
first time by convention visitors, and appreciated too. 

Our convention planners at Roanoke have taken the capri
cious weather factor into account and planted a wide selection 
of median irises for your enjoyment. Here are some you may 
want to look for. First consider the Standard Dwarfs. These 
range in height from ten to fifteen inches and have generally at 
least three buds on two branches. Some have more. The spot 
pattern from the species I. pumila is one feature not often seen 
in ·the taller varieties. Lynn Markham's BOO which won an HM 
in '72 is a good example. It has white standards and a big blue 
spot in the middle of the falls. Another feature to look for in the 
Dwarfs is a contrasting beard. Melba Hamblen's BLUE CAN
ARY is a sulphur and canary yellow bitone with a bright blue 
beard. Another fine dwarf in creamy yellow with a wide haft and 
extra heavy substance is Bennett Jones' SPRING BELLS. If 
yellow amoenas strike your fancy, look for Alta Brown's CRYS
TAL BRIGHT. It's sure to please. One of the most unusual 
Dwarfs I've se.en in Earl Roberts' -DOVE WINGS-this is a 
pink with a blue beard. Got an AM from AIS in '72. There are 
good plicatas in the Standard Dwarf class too-GINGER TART 
by Jack Riley is a case in point. This is a yellow ground plicata 
marked in tan. And don't overlook-GOBLIN by Melba 
Hamblen. This mustard yellow gem sports a br:onze beard. 
Another yellow with a bushy light blue beard from Gordon 
Plough is called GOLDEN STARLET. Bee Warburton's 
SOFT AIR is a knockout in ivory, with a pale yellow rim 
around the falls. TAN LACE by the same hybridizer in tan 
beige and cream with violet styles and a pale blue beard is the 
most heavily laced Dwarf to date. If you like reds, look for 
Earl Roberts' TOMINGO which got its HM in 1970 and 
should be more widely grown .. In the variegata class Al.ta 
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Brown's chrome yellow and oxblood red bicolor has the appro
priate name-WO\V. 

If the Dwarf peak is past, the Intermediates will fill the gap. 
These irises are from 15 to 28 inches tall and are so named be
cause they bloom between the Dwarf and Tall Bearded seasons. 
Alta Brown's APACHE GOLD is a good bright yellow with an 
Indian brown overlay. Cromwell's BARELY VERDE is a nice 
white with a green haft and green overlay on the flaring falls. 
There's an Intermediate iris in exactly the same shade of yellow 
as a dandelion and Bee \Varburton has reg;istere<l it in that name. 
There are good pink IBs too. Bee's FLOURISH is a robust bi
tone pink with great carrying power and a rosy tangerine beard. 
Charlotte Gantz has developed a unique bicolor called INGRID. 
It has yellow standards a bit on the pale side and rosy plum 
falls with a bright orange beard. Joe Gatty's VAMP is a· well 
branched red purpl~ blend with a blue purple beard. You can't 
miss it because it glows in the sun. Ben Hager's SWIZZLE is an
other well named yellow and brown plicata with a bronze beard. 
Nice branching is also a feature here. Earl Roberts'-SPRING 
MAJESTY is a fine pink with a deeper spot and a dark pink 
beard. Steve Moldovan has introduced a most unusual Intermedi
ate called TURTLE DOVE-it has pale blue gray standards 
and pink falls and has excellent flaring form. Bob and Bearnard 
Schreiner have been working to get the blue pumila spot pattern 
into the tails. In TAMINO they ai:-e well on the way. 

As the Intermediates begin to fade, their places are taken 
by the Border ir.ises which range in height from 15" to 28". 
Here the color range is also a wide one. Joe Ghio has introduced 
a race of Border Hybrids from I Balkana-a dwarf species with 
a unique muted spot pattern. ORACLE, introduced in 1971 is a 
blue bitone with a deeper blue blot on the falls. PASSPORT is 
another from this same family with blue white standards, and a 
clea.r blue blot on the falls. The newesit of this group of i. Bal
kana descendents is MAGICIAN which is done in old gold 
standards and matching falls with a prominent purple blot in 
the center which sets off a brown beard. The Border Bearded 
enthusiasts stress proportion as the most desirable feature of 
this class, and MANZANITA introduced by Melba Hamblen 
in 1972 has this fine quality. Smaller flowers, thinner stems, good 
branching and classic form make this plum and purple blend 
with a blue violet beard outstanding. If you are a lacey iris 
lover, look for Warburton's LACE VALENTINE in pure pink, 
or Alta Brown's BRIDE'S PEARLS in creamy white with a 
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touch of gilt. One of the brightest pinks in the Border class is 
Earl Roberts' CORAL EYES. This iris gets its name from a 
coral, not tangerine beard. The Border class is perhaps the most 
diffi<::ult in the median group. Because there is no recognition in 
the AIS awards system for short tall bearded, many of the larger 
flowered irises which normally grow under 28 inches, and are 
too good to throw away, are put in this class. My own intro
duction-STEPPING LITTLE which is a stvlish violet black 
plicata with unusally good branching descended from LITTLE 
GREMLIN and STEPPING OUT falls in this category. In my 
opinion an iris with personality and distinctiveness should be 
named and introduced regardless of its classification. Tom 
Brown's BLUE MILLER-a pale blue with a deep blue beard 
may not be the best border bearded when it comes to size of 
flower and proportion but it is distinotly different from other 
shorter irises in the Tall Bearded season. 

There is still another class of medians in the same height 
range as the Borders-ranging from 15 to 28 inches. These have 
small flowers and wiry stems and are literally Miniature Tall 
Bearded.* "Even today as we struggle to preserve the charm of 
the wild, it is difficult to explain to non-irisarians the attraction 
of these untamed irises which hold their special appeal against 
the nature of man's efforts to civilize, to adorn, and enlarge. It 
is a class fiercely protected by those who love it; they have at 
great pains, preserved 'i>ts charm, its appeal, and its particular 
challenge to the hybridizer in his task of extending it without 
improving it out of existance." At the Philadelphia convention 
Mary Louise Dunderman's white and rose-pink plicata-CARO
LINE ROSE was a strong contender for the President's Cup. 
At this convention you will see it again along with OPAL IMP 
in white with light blue markings from the same hybridizer. 
Another MTB to look for is Dorothy Guild's LEMON CLICHE 
or Alta Brown's DAINTY BLUEBELL in clear blue and excel'.. 
lent pr6portions. Alta's trio of DAINTY DANCER, DAINTY 
DAMSEL, and DAINTY DOVE-all winners of the William
son White Award are other good examples of a class tlhat is 
often called "the arranger's delight" and hence the "table irti.s." 

We hope this brief review -0f the median irises to be seen 
at this convention in the Roanoke vicinity has convinced you 
that medians are fun; that they are distinctive enough and dif
ferent enough from Olther kinds of irises to justify a place in 

* Above Quotation from the-MIS Publication-The Median Bearded 
Irises-Introduction and Variet0.·l Listing-MIS Press 1972 page 7. 
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your garden. Out in my new home state of Colorado we have 
300 days of sunsihine, yet an Apr1il or May snow of 6", or an un
cxpect·ed hail storm is not unusual. The Median irises in their 
wide range of color, form, and bloom season are a most wel
come insurance that despite the weather and all its unpredicable 
variations, there will be some pleasant iris bloom during part of 
the season. Have you ever seen iris blooms burst open above 
the snow? T'he rainbow of colors above a white carpet is a 
glorious sight. It happens to median bloom in Colorado, and 
the wonder is that a week later new stalks shoot up and replen
ish the faded flowers. Try Medians, you'll like them, and never 
be without them. 

GENE & .GERRY'S GARDEN 
39 E. Patrick St. Frederick, Md. 21701 

Present our 1974 Introductions 
KINDNESS KELLY HAPPY NOTE 

See the April Bulletin for descriptions of these and our previous 
introductions by Crossman, Nearpass and Burger: 
LOUDOUN CHARMER GOOD INVESTMENT 

VIKING ADMIRAL DOYER BEACH 
LOUDOUN LASSIE SKYIURST 

ORCHID SKIES MAY ROMANCE 
SAILOR'S SKIES LADY OF LOUDOUN 

INGLESIDE GARDENS 
FRED AND ADELAIDE STEPHENSON 

5608 Merriman Rd. S. W. Phone 703-774-0202 Roanoke, Va. 24018 

Quality Irises At Reasonable Prices 

TALL BEARDED and MEDIANS 

Species, Japanese, Spurias, Dutch and Seeclllng Irises 

Extra bonus Rhizomes to AIS Youth Member Orders 

VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOMI? CATALOG ON REQUEST 
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POWELL'S GARDENS 
Hlchway 70, 1 mile East of Princeton, N. C. 27569 

Loleta Kenan Powell's 1974 Iris Introductions 

ATLANTIC RIPPLES - 35" E-VL (Lady Ilse x Rippling Waters) Ripples 
all over the flared blue-orchid, multitudinous flowers that have un
forgettable charm. 4-way branching; fine grower; most dependable. 
Seedling # 72-42 .........•.....• , ..•......... , . . . $25.00 

CAROLINA SUNSET- 34" M-VL !Carolina Gold x C !Carolina Gold x 
Seedling.) l Amazingly smooth brilliant orange self that will be the 
focal point of your garden. The most dependable deep orange to 
date, it has inherited the vigor and sure performance that have 
made Carolina Gold a favorite wherever grown. Ruffled edges of 
the horiz:ontal falls and the gold-orange beards are additional 
assets. Many rich flowers for a long time. Winner of the N.C.l.S. 
Hybridiz:ing Cup in 1973. Seedling #72-18. One to a custo-
mer ...•.•.............. , .•..... , . . • . . . • . . . . • . . • . . $35.00 

GERTRUDE WEIL - 40" M-VL (Carolina Royal x Prince Indigo) A 
deep blue-violet sister to Carolina Fragrance that commands 
attention of all visitors! Named for my good friend and the real 
inspirer by her confidence of this business, the' late Miss Gertrude 
Weil, of Goldsboro, N.C., this iris is as she was-a gentle giant. 
Branched four ways, with 2 buds per socket, its 9" flowers are held 
absolutely horiz:ontally. Beards gold, tipped violet. Proportionate 
foliage. Fragrance, too. Seedling #69-92. One per customer $35.00 

One each of the three 1974 lntroductions-$85. 

1973 INTRODUCTIONS - sell-outs acaln last yearl 

CAROLINA FRAGRANCE - 36" EML. Striking medium blue-violet 
sister of Gertrude Weil, this has conic sfandards, horiz:ontal flare, 
fine branching, sure performance, plus th& most pronounced sweet 
fragrance of all irises in the garden. Foilage clean and purple-
based. . • . . . . • • • • . • . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . • • . . • . . . . . • $30.00 

CAMELOT WINE - 36" M-VL. Our candidate for the most beautiful 
iris! A 71/2" wine bitone termed "a masterpiece" by Tell. Falls have 
unique edges; their lace ruffles upward, laying its lighter reverses 
against the velvet wine falls. Ideal branching and bud count; beards 
rosy-tangerine. Fine breeder. Better established. (Camelot Rose x 
Wine and Roses) Named by Dr. Lloyd Zurbrigg, who saw it in the 
seedling field • . • • . • • . . . . . . • . • . • . . • . . • . . . . • • • . . . • • • • $25.00 

CAROLINA HONEY - 36" M-YL. Compelling ruffled-all-over honey
tan self termed by Tell "best in its color class." Waxen substance, 
deep gold beards, and sure performance every year make this 
coveted by all who see it. Fine 4-way branching, on a proved 
breeder. (Kingdom x Taste of Honey) ••..•...••.. , . . . . . $25.00 

Among other Powell Introductions, we list: 

IRIGHTLEAF (Powell '70) 30" E-L. Exact color of N. C.'s famous 
"brightleaf" tobacco! H. M. '72. • . . . . . • • . . • . . • • • • • • • • • . $7.50 

CAROLINA GOLD (Powell '70) 34" E-L. The famed performer under 
any and all conditions! A vigorous, unfading rich gold that high
lights any garden. Claude and Naomi O'Brien Cup '72. H. M. 
'72 .•••••••...•.•.•.•.••..•...•. each $15.00 - 3 for $35.00 
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MR. JUNIUS P. FISHBURN 

The accompaning pictures were taken about 1945 in the 
garden of Mr. and Mrs. Junius P. Fishburn. This garden was a 
show place from the 1930's until Mr. Fishburn's death in 1954. 
His garden, his courtesy and willingness to share it with others 
remain fresh in the memory of many older members of A.I.S. and 
the citizens of Roanoke. Mr. Fishburn interested many peopie 
in the growing of irises, among them your editor whom he in
spired to grow irises and to become a member of A.LS. 

Mr. Fishburn traveled widely each spring to see new irises 
and compiled an annual report on these. His was an unofficial 
trial garden, growing many fine irises in advance of intro<luct~on. 

He was an A.LS. Director 1939-48, Treasurer 1937-42 and 
Vice-President 1943-46. He received the Distinguished Service 
Medal in 1949. Region 4 is pleased to have Mrs. Fishburn as its 
honored guest for Convention '74 in Roanoke , the lifetime home 
of the Fishburn family who have contributed so generously to 
its cultural and civic needs. 

Rena M. Crumpler 
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PEOPLE PUZZLE 
by Ann Dasch 

Do you read the fine print ... the lists on pages ·1-2-3 of the 
Bulletin? Get to know these nice folks who, with many others, 
are devoted to making our AIS the finest possible organization. 
In this puzzle are tlhe national officers, directors and committee 
chairmen ... (May they forgive our informality!) ... salutes 
to them and luck to you puzzle fans! 

DOWN 
1. Dr. Clarke,· first veep 
2. Dr. Hugo, our prez 
3. Ackerman, our money-man 
5.' McCaughey, lady history expert 
6. Earl of Region 4, director and committee boss 
7. J. Arthur, our late beloved editor 
8. Rogers, a past prez 

10. Jesse E., a past prez 
13. Crumpler, director, Region 4 newslady 
14. Ramsey, director, judges' bosslady 
16. William, director, foundation getter-together-er 
17. Nut Dasch who promotes youth members 
18. Last past prez, initials 
21. Hubert A., past prez 
22. Dr. L. F., past prez 
23. Dr. John C., the very first prez 
24. 16 down, 18 down or Region 4 RVP 

ACROSS 
2. Ira, second veep 
4. Davidson, can even spell those species 
6. Hybridizin' sec 
8. Hanson, gets the gangs together 
9. Glenn, super-salesman 

11. Allen, committee to scotch scorch, etc. 
12. Director Wolford 
15. Kuesel, sets up tests for beauties 
18. Marion, past prez 
19. Jones, for strictly legitimate ir.ises 
20. Negus, pedigree pet 
24. Last past prez 
25. Parrish gets the· word spread 
26. Christlieb, bird fancier 

Answers : Page 65 
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YOUNG CONVENTIONEERS UNITE! 
by Ann Dasch 

Convention time is fantastic for Youth Members. \tVhat an 
opportunity! Besides the natural high of missing classes back 
home (yes, I can remember), traveling and seeing gorgeous 
countryside. living in a truly great hotel (wait 'til you taste the 
food that the Hotel Roanoke is fam ous fo.r), this year has add ed 
features to make it especially worthwhile. 

First of all, the chance to meet other young iris enthusiasts 
·is great. This year, all indications point to the large Sit turnout 
of young conventioneers ever seen. Get to know the gang ... 
you'll like 'em. 

\Ve're hoping that Jots of young AISers will turn up on 
Friday. Ma'Y 17th at the hotel's indoor pool. Martha Ann Roche 
and Hooker Nichols are in charge of this, so ask them for details. 
Just promise not to dunk me-I 'll be there to rap, but can't 
swim! And, hey, any other non:.fish, please join me at poolside. 
l understand that pizzas will be availab le, too. 

This convention will include some sma.11 gems of gardens. 
This has several advantages. The iris that you put on your want 
list should be one that puts on a good show in every garden you 
visit, so make good notes and comparisons for consistant vigor 
under varying conditions. The busing between gardens should 
be fun, too ... any body sing? 

Remember to keep an eye out for numbered seedlings. 
Hybridizers usually send their finest potential candidates for 
introduction out to guest in convention gardens, where many 
people will see 'em. These babies are the superstars of the fu
ture. Take photos. 

Get to know the hybridizers and judges. These folks are ex
perts and often friendly, with great information to share. If you 
are an apprentice judge this year, grab the opportunity for gar
den study sessions with these folks. 

Don't miss the Judges' Training- class. Section meetings on 
Spuria, Japanese, etc. can open whole new iris worlds and your 
attendance, section member or not, is invited. Keep a notebook 
handy to capture the verbal riches. I always do, and it is invalu
able ... except for notes I write 1n a darkened room watching 
slides, they are usually illegible ! 

You may be underage to vote in a political election, but not 
at the convention. Your vote has full weight in voting for several 
convention awards. Don't miss the chance. 

In 1974, AIS Youth Power can show its strength in unity 
for the ultimate in fun, facts and fellowship.Let's get together 
at the convention! 
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MEETING IN 
ROANOKE 

FEBRUARY 21st 

RVP Bill Kelley, 
Guest IRIS Chrmn. 
Rena Crumpler, Con-
vention Chrmn., F. G. 
Stephenson and Asst. 
Chrmn. Helen Ruc

ker. 

Owners of t o u r 
gardens: M i I d r e d 
Johnson, Oscar Hyl
ton, Arthur Davis, 

· Daisy Hylton, Mctry 
Davis, Mabel Step
henson, Blanche Rice, 
Blue Ridge Chapter 
Chairman & Frances 
Brown. 

Hospitality Chair
man Helen Johnston, 
RVP Bill Kelley. As$t. 
Convention Chrmn. 
Helen Rucker, E:nter· 
tainmnt Chrmn. Lloyd 
Zurbri9g. 

Tour garden own
ers Mildred Johnson, 
A·rihur & Mary Davis. 
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DR. FRANK HENRY JOHN FIGGE 

Frank passed away October 25. 1973. To many he was af
fectionately known as "Figge". Frank was a g-odly man of superb 
modesty; quiet, friendly, and unassuming. As a great medical 
scientist, researcher, educator and author of international re
putation, he made numerous contributions for the betterment of 
man. These accomplishments have been properly and widely 
published by the general press, in the medical field, and in the 
January 1974, A.LS. Bulletin. So. in this memoir I am thinking 
of our grand association with Frank as a member of Region 4. 
A.LS., and of our Francis Scott Key Chapter. His efforts and 
ingenuity, along w.ith those of his wi~e, Rosalie, produced the 
program bulletin of the 1969 Region 4 convention. As a team, he 
he and Rosalie were Chairmen of Photography for Region 4. 
With his creative talent he obtained hundreds of unique photo
graphs of gardens and cul ti vars at regional and national Iris 
conventions. He photographically recorded many personalities 
and scenes of our Iris world. Frank had a sense of humor which 
frequently brought laughter when some of his camera shots were 
projeoted. 

I believe that photography and his association in our Iris 
society ·were his two principal hobbies which gave respite from 
his professional responsibilities. Yet he was always alert to ap
plication of his knowledge with his hobbies. I remember a group 
discussion in the garden at Maywood in which he and Tom Ford, 
our Region 4 Pathologist, were the most conversant. It was a 
comparison of the chromosomes of man and the Iris. The rewards 
of knowing Frank will linger many years. I hear his kindly 
chuckle now as I write this. 

Maynard E. Harp 
Former R.V.P. Region 4 
Member of F.S.K. Chapter 
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ANNE CARR ALLEN 

Anne's passing away on December 1, 1973 was in the prime 
of her life. But during her limited life span she had accomplish
ments far beyond the average. She was a farmer's wife and the 
mother of two children. She was a Goucher graduate and member 
of Phi Beta Kappa society. Soon after graduating- she was em
ployed by Encyclopedia Britannica ·as a research specialist in 
science and mathematics. She continued in this work in Wash
ington, D.C. and Baltimore until July, 1973. 

Anne was a horticulturist and maintained the best known 
and largest commercial Iris gardens in North Central Maryland. 
Her generosity in supplying Iris to otlhers frequently minimized 
the commercial aspect. 

Anne's ability to identify Iris varieties from the very oldies 
to the latest introductions was almost unbelievable. She was the 
one in charge of placements at the FSK bench show, and pro
vided invaluable guidance as auction chairman, auc.tion co
chairman, and in the purchase of Chapter Iris. 

At the 1967 Region 4 convention at Norfolk Anne supporte<l 
the request to the Regional Board for a new chapter in North 
Central Maryland. She was a charter member of the resulting 
Francis Scott Key Chapter, and a continuous member of its Ex
ecutive Board. During her severe illness she continued with her 
Chapter duties into the fall of 1973, including chairmanship of 
the nominating committee. 

Anne's thousands of Iris included many varieties. We de
pended upon her to bring quantities of remontants in bloom to. 
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our Fall Chapter mee tings. These, complete with rhizomes , were 
given away for the garde ns of oth er members. 

Anne was also a member of the A merican Daffodil society. 
Although we think of Ann as one of the greatest Irisarians 

of our experi ence, we love her for her charitable, smiling, un
pretentious a ttitude. She won the most blue ribbons on the 
exhibition bench, and she, personally, remains blue ribbon in our 
minds. Maynard E. Harp 

Former R.V.P. Region 4 
Member F.S.K. Chapter 

WESTERN N. C. CHAPTER CHAIRMAN PASSES 
Ellen Judith McLeod passed away on Thanksgiving Day, 

1973, after an extended illness. She was 65 and had been an 
entJhusiastic AIS member for at least twenty years, during 
which she built up and maintained an iris garden of 1,500 to 2,000 
varieties-many new and next-to-new added each year. 

She served as Region 4 Rob.in Director for several years, 
and, at the time of her death, was \Vestern N.C. Chapter Chair
man. Each year she visited many of the larger iris gardens of 
our Region and took hundreds of beautiful iris slides. As per her 
request, her family plans to donate her extensive collection of 
iris slides to the Region 4 Slide Program. 

The memory of Judith's ready smile, her warm friendliness. 
her willingness to serve wherever she was needed and her cap
a:ble handling of any job she undertook will remain as a living 
memorial in the hearts of her friends in Region 4 and through-
out A.I.S. Ginnie Melnick 

Member, Wes tern N. C. Chapter 
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THE ERA OF THE BLUEBEARDS 
Dave Niswonger 

The zooming popularity of the Medians is unquestioned. In 
my opinion , one of the key factors contributing to this is the 
enhanoing qualities of the beards-particularly, the bluebeards ! 
Not just plain ole blue but all kinds of blue. There's pale blue. 
light blue, dark blue, wisteria blue, lavender blue, orchid blue, 
blue purple, violet blue. flax blue, astor violet, amethyst blue. 
blue white, bronze blue, lilac blue, blueberry blue, spectrum blue, 
electric 'blue, etc. just to name a few. 

Looking at the individual classes you see some of the most 
amazing and delightful combinations. For example, in the Mini
ature Dwarfs there is JELLY BEAN (Dunbar '71) with a 
bronze~blue beard .on a wine-black self; RED GEM (Welch '63) 
a wine-red bi tone with a lavender beard; BRIGHT IDEA (A. 
Brown '69) with yellow standards and orange falls bordered 
yellow with a blue-white beard; FRENCH WINE (Rqberts '66) 
a very dark wine-purple with a lavender-blue beard. 

In the Standard Dwarf Bearded you see even more com
binations. There's GINGERBREAD MAN (B. Jones '69) whidh 
is a blended brown Wiith a deep blue beard: RED HEART (A. 
Brown '67) a bicolor of lavender~blue standards and oxblood 
red falls bordered with lavencler and a pale lavender beard; 
KNOCKOUT (A. Brown '71) a bitone of greenish-white stand
ards and mustard-yellow falls with a fu11 bright blue beard; 
GYPSY FLIRT (D. Sindt '69) a deep rose with a copper cast 
and a darker area anound a bright blue beard; KENTUCKY 
BLUEGRASS (B. Jones '71) a fern-green self with grass-green 
area around a large blue beard. At the Philadelphia Convention, 
I was really impressed with STOCKHOLM (Warburton '72) · 
a light blended yellow self with a violet blue beard: 'WHIZ 
KID (A. Brown '71) a bitone of standards light brown blended 
with orchid and falls of brown with a lavender-blue beard; 
RUBY CROWN (Roberts '72) a light rose-purple with a ruby 
signal and a blue beard tipped bronze. There could be many 
many more of these types listed which are fantastic largely be
cause of the beard. 

In the Intermediate class there is an even greater varie
ty of combinations; for example, one in this class that impressed 
me the most at the convention was TURTLEDOVE (Moldovan 
'72). The general effect is pinkish-grey but to break it down 
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you have creamy lavender standards and falls of buff-pink and 
guess what-a tangerine beard-yes, tipped with blue-lavender! 
Another unusual comb.ination is MOONDELLA (Blyth '72). I 
have only seen this one on a slide from Barry Blyth of Australia 
but can you imagine this? ?-standards of pale flax blue, falls of 
aureolin yellow and a bright blue beard! AZVRE ECHO (Dur
rance '70) is another that should be mentioned with pale buff
violet standards and very pale blue-white falls and violert-blue 
beard. 

When you think of the Border Bearded class, BLUE MIL
LER (0. Brown '64) is the first of the bluebeards to come to 
mind-a silvery blue with a really great blue beard. Even the 
Miniature talls have a representative in LITTLE BLUE
BEARD (K. Vaughn '72)-a medium blue self with a frosty 
blue beard. · 

The attendees ait the 1967 A.LS. convention we·re thrilled 
with the majestic clump of AZURE APOGEE (Durrance '67) 
in Ev Long's garden at Boulder, Colorado. The light blue self 
with a deep blue beard went on to receive the Award of Merit. 
There have been many Tall Bearded irises of high quality that 
could be mentioned. ELOQUENT (Ghio '70) is one that de
serves credit because of that "extra something." It is truly 
royalty among the bluebeards. Its blue-white color with a vivid 
blue beard is irresistible. 

I bloomed my first blue bearded seedling in 1959 which was 
unexpected. It came from Spanish Peaks X Sylvia Murray and 
was numbered 19-59. I soon acquired LADY BLUEBEARO. 
REHOBETH, BLUE THROAT and SWEET ALICE LEE. 
In 1960 I was on the annual tour in the Memphis Gardens and 
saw MARRIOTT (Marriott '59). It came from White Wedge
wood x The Admiral and it was Bob Carney's opinion thart it 
sho:uld be a good breeder for blue beards. So, in 1961 I crossed 
it with all of the blue beards I had and obtained over 500 seed
lings. The best of these bloomed in 1963 and was introduced as 
SAPPHIRE FUZZ in 1967, my first introduction. It was ou•t of 
LADY BLUEBEARD. 

In 1963 I belonged to an Advanced Hybridizers Robin under 
the direction of \Vilma Vallette. We began discussing how nice 
it would be to have a pure glistening white with a deep blue 
beard. \Vilma went ev.en further. She said, "\Vhy not have a 
white with a black cherry beard??!" I thought that would be 
great so started sonie crosses with whites to work in this di-
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rection using SAPPHIRE FUZZ with HENRY SHAW and 
POET'S DREAM. In 1965 and 1966 I bloomed seedlings from 
these crosses. 

DorOlthy Palmer in St. Louis had already started on a similar 
obje1ctive. Marvin Olson of Srt. Louis did the same and in 1966 
introduced BLUE ACCENT which involved some of his seed
lings and a seedling of Dorothy's. Dorothy almost introduced a 
seedling in 1968 called BLUE. NOTE but ded.ded against it 
when the beard wasn't as dark as she would like for ii.t rto be. All 
of these were pale blues with blue beards. The white with the 
blue beard had not shown up. I1t became apparent that it wasn't 
going to be an easy matter to get a white with a blue beard. 
There were several others in A.LS. that had reached the same 
conclusion. It seems t!ha:t the nearer to whi0te you get, the paler 
the beard becomes so that when you get a white •the beard is 
whiite too. It also appears that bluebeards on the same iris wii.11 
vary from year to year in color intensity. 

Orvii11e Fay had managed to separate the tangerine beard 
from the petal color in a:bout three generations. This would seem 
that there is no g:enetic connection between t!he beard and the 
petal but could it be ithat .those coming from the carotene
lycopene background were diffe!'ent from 1those .coming from the 
anthocyaruin background-or were inhibitors involved with one 
and noit the other? This question has not been answered com
pletely Y'et. 

In the meantime, while working with high quality whites, 
many good pale blue selfs with blue beards have come .to the 
front and have made a name for themselves, lii.ke AZURE 
APOGEE. I too, was getting some very nice blues with blue 
beards and couldn't resist introducing ELUSIVE DREAM in . 
1972. It came from a cross of Sapphire Fuzz and a seedling out 
of Poet's Dream X a sib to Sapphire Fuzz. Dorntihy Palmer 
introduced KEYNOTE in 1972 from her long line of blue beared 
breeding involving GOODNESS and MARRIOTT. 

Another example of the fine qualirty of blues with blue beards 
are those from Opal Brorwn. In 1966 Opal iin.troduced SIL VER 
TRAIL that came from a seed1ing of Jake Scharff's of Memphis 
out of SWEET ALICE LEE crossed with WINTER OLYM
PICS. Then in 1970 she introduced DISCOVERY BAY which 
came from Gommentary X Silver Trail. In 1971 she introduced 
EAGLE HARBOR which is a sib to Discovery Bay. 
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In 1970, I bloomed some seedlings out of BLUE NOTE x a 
seedling involving Sapphire Fuzz, Henry Shaw and Poet's 
Dream In this cross there were two ·that were white with 
medium blue beards. Dorothy Palmer also has a whhe with a 
blue beard, a border bearded class, Seedling :f:/:6563A which came 
from ·the following c110ss (this is shown to g:i.ve you an idea of 
the work and effort that ha:s gone into working towards thiis 
goal): [(Tosca x Sealark) x (Faught 19H x Spanish Peaks)] X 
[((New Snow x Blue Ensign) x (And Thou x Courtesy)) x 
((Blue Ensign x (Blue Shimmer x Katherine Fay))] X [(Muted 
Music x First Violet) x V1iolet Harmony.] Dorothy says that 
Tell's SEALARK and the Saiss lines of plicatas carriy the genes 
for the blue beards. So, I'm convinced that it is possible •to get 
the white w1ith a deep blue beard. 

In 1971 anOither break took place for me with regard to 
quality blues with blue •beards. A ·cross from Dorothy Palmer's 
45-65A and Elusive Dream brought for·th a very vigorous lot 
of blue beards. Hybrid vigor seemed to spring from these two 
somewhat inbred lines. One of ·these will be introduced in 1974 
as DREAMIN' BLUE and a sib to it, SINGIN' BLUE, will be 
introduced in 1975. Another cross involving Sapphire Fuzz and 
Azure Apogee brought forth another good group of blues and 
one of these is hcinig introdu1Ced in 1974 as SHOUTIN' BLUE. 

Getting back to the whites with blue beards, several 
hybridizers are now W1orking on this project and through robins, 
are sharing <information whioh should bring their reality much 
closer. One of these robins is Robin RHO. This robin has 
hypothesized several approaches which are as follows: 

1. Use white bearded recessive b-whltes with ·blue bearded 
blues and sib and self them. 

2. Use whites out of plicatas (pl-a whites) with blue 
bearded blues and sib and self tlhem. 

3. 'Use whites with tangerii.ne beard wi:th blue bearded blues 
and hope to exchange beards since the blue beard seems 
to be dominant over a tangerine beard. 

4. Intercross near blue bearded whites wi1th each other. 

5. Cross blue ·bearded plkatas like CHARMED CIRCLE 
with blue .bearded blues then sib and self them. 

6. Self a good blue bearded diploid coming from some 
other species then attempt to double the chromosomes 
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of the seed coming from the Cr'oss-then use this with 
the others mentioned. 

Note: The fine blue bearded blue of Babson's #RI0-4 
seen at the Philadelphia convention is a sister seedling to 
ODYSSEY, so a plicata approach may not be a bad one. 

Well, if you like the idea of blue bearded whites, what 
about yellows and pinks with blue beards? These ·colors in the 
tall bearded are very close to reali1ty. I know tihis can ·be done 
too from some of my own experienoes by crossing Sapphire Fuzz 
with Rippling Waters and Pink Flurry, then crossing the best 
seedlings from these with each other-but it bloomed blind! 
Such is the life of a hybridizer. But, I also know that Nate 
Rudolph of Chicago has some pale yellows with blue beams 
and pirik ones wiitJh blue beards too! 

You may say this will be greart: when all of these colors have 
been developed but many of these have already been attained in 
the medians. Enjoy them! You're living in the ERA OF THE 
BLUEBEARDS ! 

A.T.S. AUSTRALIA - NEW ZEALAND TOUR -1974 

Look for' fulil pariticulars in the April, 1974 Bulletin on The 
Marvelous Tour to Australia and New Zealand. 

It is direoted by Region 4's Marg3:1"'et Zu11birigg. 
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IS IT A MISTAKE TO SEND SIBERIANS TO 
THE ANNUAL AIS CONVENTIONS? 

Professor Wm. G. McGarvey 

Alt the last AIS (1973) Convention a friend sa.iid to me, after 
we had visited a number of gardens without seeing much except 
buds on the Siberians, "I think you are silly to send them unttl1 
you can hybridize some that bloom at the same time as the Tall 
Bearded." I responded by saying thrut I could do that without 
much trouble :but that I had no interest ~n doing so. His response 
to this was "Well then I ·think you are ad-- fool." We never 
did finish our conversation, but, in thinking iit ov;er later I did 
come up with some Logical arguments in support of my point of 
view and since they apply to quite a few species other than 
Siberians they may be of interest to you. 

With respect to bloom season, one of the virtue's of the 
Genus Iris is that its species can be expected to ·bloom from very 
early spring (even <through the snow) for reticulata through laite 
July for kampferi. * The latter even extends its bloom season 
into August here where I liv.e in Oswego. Each species is dis
tinctive and can make a signifi1cant contribution to the beauty of 
the garden. The last thing we should want is tor have them all 
bloom at the same time for then n:one would get the detailed in
speotion that impresses their beauty on us as we examine them 
one at a time. I rthink I came to a realization of this point when 
I recognized that I always enjoy the beginning and end of the 
Tall Bearded season more than I do its full flush at the height 
of the season. Very literally I see them better When ther~ are 
not so many to be seen. This piosi:tion is psychologically sound 
as well as being aesthetkally important. If, in fact, rthe Siberians 
were in full bloom at the same time that the Tall Beardeds 
bloom, their beauty and grace would be .too largely ignored be
cause of the boldness of rthe architectural giant blooms of the 
Tall Bearded. I sometimes see a similar thing happen even to 
the Tall Bearded. At a convention garden a number of years 
ago I saw one plot with the guest irises interplanted with magni
ficent clumps of brilliant orange poppies. I watched and made 
notes for about twenty minutes. Visitors made pictures of the 
plot and made almost no pktures of individual iirises. In fact, 
t:he irises in thait plot received less attention than the irtises in 

* T·he experienced gardener will recognize that though the spread will 
be very similar the actual month will vary with locations. 
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any other ploit of the convention. But, to return to my point, 
because Siberians usually bloom at a different time from the 
Tall Beardeds ot:hey make a different contribution to the flower 
garden, receive a different kind .of aittenition and admiration, 
and this is much to be desired. 

Well, y,ou may say, le,t's grant .that even if this be true; how 
does ti.t alter the criticism of your friend that it is rather illogical 
to send irises thait don't usually bloom during convention time 
as guests to such conventions? The answer, which should really 
be rather ·obvious to dedicated irisarians, is that the conventi'on 
gardens in America have become the migrating, 1Jhough not quHe 
satisfactory, equivalent of the Briitish Iris Society test garden 
at Wisley. With the exception of Presby in Mon,tclair, New 
Jersey the American Iris Society had had no continuing test 
garden of itJJtemational reputation. This is the :case in spite ·Of the 
fact that the Society has made strenuous efforts to initiate suich 
a program. Start after good start have later faltered and then 
failed. I don't mean by what I have sai'd that there have been no 
good iris gardens in America. Rutgers University maintained a 
maignificant garden for many years. But a shift in the interests 
of the responsible personnel at Rutgers resulted in the complete 
dispersion and the eventual loss of the entire contents of <that 
garden. I could name a number of fine university and municipal 
gardens that feature irises today but ,they are not supported on 
any regular ·basis ·by hybridfaers or, for that matter, by the 
American Iris Society in such a way as to guaran1tee their even
tual status as permanent test gardens. Only at Presby is their 
convincing evidence that the citizens of the community are 
sufficiently perceptive of the importance of their iris garden to 
act to make ~t a perm,anent center for tests, &.splay and edu
cation. I am personall'Y convdnced of the aesthetic and social 
initenti1ons -of the citizens of Montclair and believe that as soon 
as the iris world becomes aware of how firm and productive 
these intentions are, Presby's permanence and importance will 
finally g:et the recognition iit deserves. 

So, itio continue, a.£ by good fortune, we do have a Presby; 
how does 1this answer the problem of sending Sibel:'ians to rt.all 
beamed conventions? The answer, of course, is that it doesn't 
since even with the ii.mpo·l:'tance of Presby fully recognized, the 
convention .gardens of the American Iris Society will be con
tinued in much the same manner as in the past. In connection 
with thds, the real and useft.11 test aspects of the convention 
gardens have seldom been recognized, let alone emphasized. 
Without attempting any comprehensive attack on this error I 
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shall in t:he brief space remaindng make an effort to remedy this 
error. 

When I se'nd Siberian seedlings 1:iO a convention garden they 
receive the tender loving care of competent iirisarians who have 
prepared themselves to give my seedlings, to the very best of 
their a!bilities, the environment and care required by Siiber'ian 
irises. They try to grow my seedlings under the best possible 
conditions and are neve·r careless. These gardeners report back 
to me, but also to their local irisarian friends, on the progress 
and qual,ity .of the plant guests they have [n their gardens. Be
yond it:his, some of the regional societies such as the society in 
Region 4, sponsor their own annual conventions wbiich frequently 
.have the effect of having the AIS Convention Guests on display 
once or even twice before the itime of their scheduled, foa:mal 
debut. Even more important than these arranged sh·owings are 
the informal visits to rthe gueS1t gardens made by rthe local AIS 
Judges and regular society members since such visits are spread 
over a much broader period of time than that allotted for the 
AIS Convention. The local visitors see the Dwarf and Intermedi
ates that are always gone before convenrtion rtime. They also see 
the irises that bloom after the Tall Bearded season has gone past. 
These are the people who become the test judges of the society 
in the very best sense of the term. It is because rthese judges and 
the convention garden hosts dischar,ge their responsri.bilities so 
well and make their judgments known that it very important 
for us to continue to send seedlings of species that won't usually 
oome i·nto flower during convention time to the convention 
gardens. 

I know that my Siberians have already been seen in the 
Region 4 host gardens and know thart: they will be seen again 
in 1974 even if they are only in ·bud durung the time o.f the 
actual ·convention. I have been happy and privileged to have 
them there. 

RENEW YOUR A.I.S. MEMBERSHIP 

ON TIME! 
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INSTANT AWARDS MADE EASY 
Ben R. Hager 

Sometimes, we do not realize that the iris awards giiven by 
the American Iris Society have Social Significance. Because of 
our "Western Heritage" type itraining (and it's deep, brother, 
it's deep) we can never do anything just for the fun of it, - -
thait's sinful. So these awards are recognition, and recognition 
satisfies those psychological needs created by our training, thus 
we are happier citizens and so the awards are Socially Signifi
cant. Consequently, the more happy citizens we have, the more 
harmo.nious will be the society in which we live. 

The quantity of awards must necessarily be 1imhed or the 
quality is a;bserut. As Gilbert so poiwtedly put it and Sullivan 
so aptly emphasized, in The Gondoliers, "If everybody's some.., 
body, then no one's anybody." So, the :competition is keener and 
it seems, ·at times, that it is not a matter of being a good breeder 
but of becoming a clever breeder. 

You don'1t see the difference between being a g01od breeder 
and being a dever breeder? Such naivety! If you were going to 
climb a mountain, would you tackle the sheer cliff of the south 
side or would you detour around to the northwest and climb the 
gradual slope to the top? The method.is devious but the results 
are the same. Aren't they? That's not to say that a lot of good 
breeders haven't made the top, but it could be much faster to be 
a clever breeder. 

So you like those big, gorgeous, ruffled, colorful Tall Beard
ed iris? Well, who doesn't? How long have you been breeding 
them, or have you just started? How many introductions have 
you made? Haw many awards have you won? Are you getting 
fretful because your place in •the sun seems to be in an eclipse? 
Talk about sheer cliffs ! There are people all over the world 
breeding Tall Bearded Iris and you are just a single, infinitesimal 
one. The odds are all against you. 

Now take Spuria Iris for an instance: since Walker Fer
guson retired there are only six active breeders a't the moment 
inrtroducing in the field. Three of them have won the Eric Nies 
A ward, some more than once ; Eleanor Mc Cowen for her pretty 
Highline Lavender and Marion Walker who has won i·t twice·. 
Three new entrants into the field ·are Bernice Roe, Bryce 
Williamson and Dave Niswonger. It's practically an open field. 
Anytime th·ere is less compe1tition, there is more opportunity. 
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With Siberian Iris there are a few m:oce active wo['kers. You 
have a lot better chance since Fred Cassabeer retired, but three 
of the current breeders have won the Morgan Award, Bill Mc
Garvey has won it twice, and Steve Varner has one in his pos
session. 

The newcomers are Bee Warburton, Currier M;cEwen, For
rest McCord, Mattie Reinhardt. All have some pretty fine Siber
ian introductions to ·their credit, but propo['tiionately, that is not 
much competition and siberians are becoming more popular. 

Louisianas? Gardeners are finding ·that they can grow these 
southern natives far more wideliy than had previously been 
thought possible. Yet, there are only seven breeders doing any 
serious amount of work with them. Three have the Mary Swords 
Dabaillon Awal'd, Charles Amy has won i·t three times, and 
Frank Chowning was also honored. Others who have introduced 
recently in this field are Joe Mertzweiller, Marvin Granger, Carl 
Wyatt and Joe Ghio. Get in there, you can't lose --very easily. 

There is only a dribble of Japanese Iris that are coming onto 
the market each year. Fred Maddocks, Jonnye Rich, A. H. Haz
zard and Lorena Reed (who has some nice seedlings but hasn't 
introduced anything) are those who are working with these 
particular iris. Japanese introductions are beginning to come in 
from Japan with their three hundred year ba;ckground of breed
ing and they will make the ·competition keener, no doubt. Dr. 
Shuichi Hirao is sending seedlings over under number because 
he wants them introduced in this country with English names! 

Then there is that new Mitchell Award for Pacific Nart:ive 
Iris, don't think 1that that is outside your field of endeavour, 
either. 

The minute you put pollen on an iris flower that has beards 
you are running up against more ·competition, but, since the re
tirement of Waher Welch and Alta Brown, practically no one 
is doing any real amount of w.ock w;ith the Miniature Dwar'f Iris 
and the market needs them. BEW ARE the Standard Dwarf 
section. I won't list the breeders who are doing outstanding work 
in this section because ·there just isn't room to liisrt them, but still 
they are not as numerous as you will find in the Tall Bearded 
field. Three recent Cook-Douglas Medal winners are still pm
ducing, Bennett Jones .is aibout to get it again and Bee Warbur
ton won't be far behind. lit is a lot easier to achieve critical re
su~ts with these little ini•s than it is with their taller sisters. The 
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variety of color and pattern seems endless and here, experi
mentation pays off more often. In the Intermediate Bearded 
section only Wilma Greenlee has and is consiistantly turning out 
iris for our gardens. Earl Roberts, Keith Keppel, Bee Warburton, 
Dorothy Dennis, Joe Ga tty, the Willots and a few others are 
working in this field. Here again, you do not have to compete 
with Alta Brown sinoe her retirement and that was some compe
tition! The Border Iris section sometimes looks like a lost cause 
and that is too bad. Bennett Jones appears to have given up and 
a few others come out with an occasional good border iris 
(Myrtle Wolf with the most consistently best), but the class i.s 
so messed up by Tall Bearded breeders who use it to introduce 
their short Tall Bearded iris that ahouit the only reaction one can 
have to the class these days is one of exasperation. Maybe you 
could be the one to put new l<ife into a very useful section. Mini
ature Tall Bearded Iris have their devotees: Mary Louise Dun
derman, Jean Witt, Earl Roberts and Dorothy Guild. But pro
gress is slow. Maybe you could come up wi1th some original ideas. 

A whole International Society is dedicated to Adril iris, but 
few are the breeders that are turning out good garden subjects: 
Leo Clark, Henry Danielson, Jonnye Rich, Doris Foster, Bill 
Hawkinson, Mark Rogers, Les Peterson, and Harry Tate are 
those few who are producing some intriguing iris in this exotic 
field. 

I do not mean to imply that the work of those breeders list~ 
ed above will be easy to surpass, indeed not. These are the people 
that have brought these various sections up to very high s·tand
ards, iris-wise. But the percenitages are so much more in your 
favor. All •of these different types of iris are on the judges' bal
lots and the judges have to have SOMETHING to vote for in 
these sections, don't they? So why not your very own babies? 
All you've got to do ;is to star!!; a few. 

Frankliy, I do noit really know anyone who has deliberately 
set out to be a "clever" breeder and who has laid O•Ut such an 
inclusive breeding program ~s to achieve the easy awards that 
are so numerous. Most of us who work with these sections just 
have a peculiar quirk in our natures that makes us WANT to 
work with these "different" •types of iris be.cause we love them, 
but if you are determinded to devote a part of your life to some
thing <in the way of Social Significance, here is the ea:sy way 
to make it. Happy fun! 
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SYMPATHY FOR THE UNDERDOG 
Dr. Lloyd Zurbrigg 

Most people have to have in them a streak of sympathy 
for the underdog. 0£ten it is well h~dden, but sometimes right 
on the surface. How else can one explain the phenomenal enthu
siasm for the New York Mets, when the Yankees had brought 
the pennant to that city so often? How else can you explain the 
joy and tears that aiccompanied the winning of international 
jumping competition by SNOWMAN, an escapee from a slaugh
ter truck? The Snowman story iis particularly apropos, since 
Harry Deleyer, who bought him from a truck bound for the 
slaughterihouse, used to live in Lynchburg, right ·here in the1 Blue 
Ridge Chapter of AIS. 

Is it this sympaithy for the underdog that claimed the au
thor's' sympat1hy for Red & Wh1te Holstein cattle? Perhaps, 
although I recall with nostalgia a time when dairiy cattle varied 
from farm to farm, and one might enjoy a Jersey herd here, a 
dual-purpose Shorthorn herd there, and a herd of springtlly
horned Ayrshires still a little farther on. In those days the 
grade herds of Holsteins stiU had a few red-and-whites, and I 
always preferred their :color. Whatever the motive, the pressure 
brought to bear by the Red & White Cattle Association caused 
the Holstein-Friesian Association to reverse a rule of over 70 
years, and allow the red-and-white calves to be registered. 

Was it sympathy for ;tlhe underdog that led the author to be 
interested in reblooming irises? I think not. There was no 
question about thei1r being underdo1gs, however you interpret 
the word. They were so "doggy" that I gave up on them more 
than once. Those that were of hi.gh qualirty seemed to be con
fined to the winter-rebloomdng varieties like CHINA MAID. 
When JOSEPH'S MANTLE first appeared I put its picture 
under my pillow for weeks, and ·great was my excitement when 
I got a stalk on it in late September. At that time Ontario, 
Canada was my domicile, and the weatherman would not look 
pityiingly upon tlhat nascent stalk, and sent a cruel freeze to dash 
my hopes. Next spring it grew 110.ke mad, but had no bloom. 
Next fall, no bloom. Next spring, no bloom, but the clump ex
panded in all directions. 

Such dashed hopes were legion. I recall with great noS11:aJlgia 
i!he excitement when Frances Brown of Roanoke sent me a 
piece of WESTERN HILLS, a remontant and about her first 
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introduction. It refused to rebloom up there, and often failed 
to give spring bloom. (In the wisdom of experience, buds start
ed [n 111Jte fall and were frozen out, hence the lack of spring 
bloom.) Thi1s Wl!JS -crossed with GIBSON GIRL, but none of the 
seedlings rebloomed, as G.G. sometimes did. Whole rows of 
beautiful foliage, and nary a 'b:Ioom ! I did manage to get fall 
blooms on a cross of MARTIE EVEREST X AUTUMN KING, 
but found the flowers singularly lacking in interest. 

Thus, by the time I had married and decided to go back to 
college, the would-be remontants had lost such hold on my im
agination that I only took with me •to Indiana a red seedling that 
had been unique ~n the Gibson Girl-Western Hills cross. In 
Bloomington it was my fate to find that ithe only AIS member 
in the city was singularly devoted to the cause of the reblooming 
iris. Raymond Sm1ifo man<l!ged to rekindle the fading spark of my 
enthusiasm, especially after the red seedling decided to rebloom 
in Indiana! That was NORTHERN SPY. Another interesting 
seedl·ing brought from Canada was a sharply bitoned green with 
a maroon overlay 1on the upper part of the falls. This too, decided 
to re bloom in Indiana! Behold CHIMERA. 

Not even the devotion of Raymond to the cause could have 
converted me to giving my main hybridizing energies to such an 
elusive quest. I did not envy him his early crosses for remontants, 
and ·said so both before the seeds were planted and again afteT 
they gave •their first flowers, though I did admire his pluck. The 
deciding factor was two complete spring failures in a row, once 
to a freez·e, and once to a hailstorm. Three years from bloom to 
bloom is moT"e than my patience could a:bide, and I resolved 1to go 
for the :r:emontants in a big way. The late Paul Cook was always 
~ind to young hybridizers, and I recall his looking at me quizi
cally, wondering no doubt if I could stick with it, and finally 
saying: "Don't count on getting much until the tenth year." 

That was in 1961. Using mostly the best of Raymond Smith's 
remontants, which were larger and smoother than most cold
climate rebloomers, I set a;bout outcrossing them to the best once
blooming iris and then back-crossing or line-breeding. The task 
was aided and abetted by the WO!!'k of other hybridizers, by no 
means all of them headed in tt'hat diT"ecfion. The Syracuse-Ithica
Rochester Conventiion o£ 1958 had introduced me to MEMPHIS 
LASS; it was lat·er .that I learned it had reblooming potential. 
I fell for GYPSY LULLABY when I saw its picture in black 
and white; later it proved to be a carrier o,f remontancy. Ditto 
£or MUSIC MAKER, though none of the three is as foolproof 
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a grower as the stringent demands of remontancy would like to 
require. 

At the second Memphis Conven:tion-both were super-a 
helpful gardener whispered in my ear that LEORA KATE had 
given considerable bloom the previous fall. I was already im
pressed by its good growth wheri neighboring aspirants had ex
pired to right and left Like the unfortunate members of the Light 
Brigade. The late Eugene Buckles was not headed in my direct
ion, but yet he also gave our cause EMMA LOUISA, an even 
classier remontant. And how fortunate it was to get remontants 
directly ollit of those beauties, HENRY SHAW and SUNSET 
BLUES! 

Given any kind of geniality on the part of the weatherman, 
our 1974 Convention may possibly convince you that remontant 
iris aire no longer dogs, and are ·a;bout to burst the bonds of 
"underdog" classification. There is an up-to-date collection of 
them, and many up-and-coming seedlings hoping to win your 
approval. Perhaps with all the stiff competition, they may fail; 
but in the heat oif August, or the firsit mellow days of Septem
ber, the hulk oif the c-01m.peti:tion is stcic.ken away, and the eyes 
and the heart rejoice in their beauty, The ugly ducking has 
turned into a swan! 

MEMBERS OF REGION 4 

Don't wait to be asked 
Offer your help for Convention '74 
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ANATOMY OF A HYBRIDIZER 
Keith Keppel 

The rain keeps coming down and the unbloomed seedlings 
keep falling over. Oh, rot! (Console yourself by repeating five 
hundred times 'survival of the fittest'.) Last year's selections, 
so neatly lined ou:t, ·are ·being smothered by grass, chickweed, 
and mustard. (At least you can pick the mustard tops for greens, 
but the southern blood in my veins is a bit dilute and there's a 
limit to how much the stomach can stomach.) Need to clear the 
spot for Hning out this spring's iris sprouts, which even now al."e 
starting to show up in the pots. (T·he ground is too gummy to 
get in and pull weeds, and even if you did, one good grass 
clump would leave a six-inch crater and an irregularly-shaped 
adobe brick.) Would like to get in another row of peas and a 
few beets, and don't forget the chard, but too much ground is 
tie·d up with all the old seedlings saved "for br-eeding" or "for 
testing". (If only iris rhizomes were edible, we could at leaSlt 
strike a compromise!) 

You suddenly stop and ask yourself: WHY??? Really, what 
does make hybridizers tick? Wha1: causes otherwise superfiicially 
normal people to turn into horticultural sex fiends, ill-content 
until no flower is 1nviolate? Doctors F1rankenstein and Jekyll, 
hyde-ing behind hoe and shO!V·el, create monsters out of good, 
decent, upstanding varieties. Zero Population Growth becomes 
Mission Impossirble. · 

One study indica:ted that, of the hobby fields surveyed, 
photography and plant or animal breeding drew devotees with 
the highest average I.Q., but I have as yet to see any surveys 
outlining the motivation behind the devotion. 

Fame and fortune? Let's take those one at a time. Anyone 
who goes ,into iris hybridizing wirth the idea of making a fortune 
isn't going to stay in it fo~ long. The initial investment of tw;o 
years time from cross to first blooming of seedlings entails tie
up of equipment and land, plus labor and expenditure of money 
for materials such a:s fertilizer and pesticides. Even on the far
out chance that you might get a winner the first go-round, it's 
still a wait af several years foc build-up of sufficient stock. 
Hardly a get-rich-quick proposi•tion, no ma:tter how you look 
at it! 

Fame mig:ht hit closer to the troth. We've all a bit of the 
ham in us, and a superlative iris might be just the vehicle to 
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put us onstage. However, the audience is not a large one, at best. 
If it's groupies you want, you'd better switch from tall beardeds 
to acid rock. Still, it is nice to find that strangers know who you 
are, even if it's no more than that they've seen your irises and 
don't like them. The cruelest fate to befall a breeder is anony
mlty. 

Life ~s a gamble, and perhaps the gambling instinct plays a 
major part in breeding. Some Californians spend half their free 
time en wute to or at the gambling casinos across the state line, 
where •it's keno, blackjack, or pulling .the handles on the "one
anned bandits" and hoping the tumblers will come up with a 
straight run on a winning symbol. We gamble in our back yards, 
tossing the genes around, playing the slots and hop~ng to come 
up with three cher·ries. 

We hybridize •to learn. Curiosity may have killed the cat, 
but it's also attended the birth of many a "dog". What will hap
pen if you cross this wi•th •that? You don't know ... you may 
have an idea ... but it is the lure of the unknown. How many 
would-be hybridizers have crossed a blue iris with a pink one 
(to get a :tangerine~bearded blue, perhaps?) and been taken 
aiback by the resultant creams, light yellows, and muddy laven
ders? But, again, how many have been curious enough rto con
tinue on into the unknown, discovering lovely irises along the 
way? 

For some, creativiity is the by-word; to produee something 
that no one else has been able to produce before; something 
better, or different. There is an immense satisfaction in the feel
ing of achievement, whether it be the painting of a masterpiece, · 
the baking of a cheesecake that turned out even better than it 
was supposed to, or the blooming of a seedling in a hither-to 
unknown color combination. 

The psychologists, I'm sure, could find ever so many addi
tional factors involved. Determination, perhaps; de:terminarbion 
to carry through a line until it produces something decent, come 
hell or (hopefully) another Ripphlng Waters. In my own case, 
I'm determined to keep at some lines until their pedigrees get 
so involved they look like Gibson pedigrees. (The ensuing irises 
may not look impressive, but their parentages surely will!) 

If you've got a sense of humor ... and that, cerita.inliy, 
should be one ,of the pJ:'erequisites to beginning to hybridize at 
all ... then entertainment could be a factor in produicing seed-
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lings. I still have fond memories of the floppy-fa:lled Lullaby 
seedling I bloomed many years ago; it was so outlandish you 
couldn't help but la.ugh at it, and :the family ~ick-named it "the 
three-eared beagle". Then 1there was "Salad Bowl", with color 
like a lettuce leaf, substance ;Of a cabbage leaf, and a straight, 
unbranched stalk that looked like a ,spear of a-sparagus . . . In 
their own way they brought enjoyment ... ma:ybe the thea:trical 
term 'comic relief' would fit? 

Maybe there's a touch of self-destructiveness ~n the hybri
dizer, trying to kill himself working so hard. Or maybe he does 
it to keep from killing himself, for working with the soil and with 
plants can be such a •therapeutic venture. 

But, whatever the reason or reasons for hybridizing, I en
courage every iris gardener to make at least one cross and bloom 
it, to develop understanding of what the hybridizer goes through 
and to appreciate the results of others. And, whatever the rea
sons, I shall continue if:o grow iris seedlings as long as I am able 
to do so. Man cannot live by peas and beets and chard alone. 

MEMBERS OF REGION 4 

Don't miss your business meeting at 
4 P. M., Wednesday, May 15, 

Parlor F, Hotel Roanoke! 
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A VONBANK IRIS GARDENS 
Lloyd and Margaret Zurbrigg 903 Tyler Ave., Radford, Va. 24141 

1974 INTRODUCTIONS 

BAR09UE PRELUDE - A truly exciting yellow amoena, a show-bench 
quality stalk and flower. S. pure white with a tiny rim of yellow. 
F. primrose yellow, extremely flaring with uptu.rned tips. Ex'cellent 
form, stalk, branching, substance, and one of the best growers in 
the garden. Not remotant here, Fertile pollen. 37" E.M. Sdlg. 69-25 
WFYA (Grand Baroque X Amyl • • • .. .. .. .. • • • .. .. .. • • $35.00 

EVA LOUISA - A startling color break! All siblings were sharp bi
colors, but this is a white and pink creation, different from any 
other, with tangerine beard. Form is good, with excellent 36" 
stems, perfectly branched. Not remontant here. Fertile pollen. 
Sdlg. 68-76-First. !Silver Peak x Shoop re. amoena l X EMMA 
LOUISA. • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • $30;00 

DO - Appropriately named, it looks like a bridal flower, pristine 
white with much iridescence and a hint of green. Lovely form, 
superb texture·, excellent substance; the branching is adequate, on 
straight stems 3.2". Gives fall bloom in September and October 
here. Fertile both ways. Sdlg. 69-25-XL (sib. to BAROQUE PRE-
LUDE! . • • • • • • . • • • • • • . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • $25.00 

JAVA SUNBIRD - Exceptionally brilliant yellow amoena, utterly dif
ferent from BAROQUE PRELUDE. The white S. have considerable 
yellow influence. The drenching of bright yellow over the falls is 
startling. Well branched stems vary from 30" to 36" nd have a 
high bud count, triple in most placements. Pod fertile, some pollen. 
Very reliable with rebloom in early October. Sdlg. 68-1 I 2A~Oct. 
!Sdlg. x Java Dovel X GOLD AND ERMINE . . • . . . . • . . . • $30.00 

MARY MARIA - (Maree-uhl. Well-formed apricot-pink of good width. 
The straight 3 6" stalks are well-branched, and are very freely 
produced in spring, and somewhat more prudently in late Sep
tember and October. A lucky break from an outcross. Lovely 
Light X Summer Pink. A most promising parent, and fertile both 
ways. Sdlg. 68-39. • • • • . . • . • . . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • $20.00 

PRESUMPTION - The best grower in the garden, a rebloomer directly 
out of our HOUSE OF LORDS by pollen of our DA CAPO. The only 
remontant out of dozens of seedlings, it is fertile both ways, and 
has produced some excellent seedlings already. We regret that it 
is not as refined a flower as many of its siblings; it is merely 
showy, with creamy ground banded in reddish red-violet. It is this 
breeder's presumption that it will prove a key parent. Sdlg. 
68-114-8. Excellent stalks, 35", well-branched .. .. .... .. $20.00 

TREASURE MAP - A very lovely chartreuse-yellow self, cool and re
freshing. It has excellent form, substance, and branching on a 
perfect 36" stem. The best of dozens from the cross Illini Gold 
X Da Capo, and a perfect grower, as were almost all in the cross. 
Not remontant here, I again presume that it will be an excellent 
parent for remontant yellows and yellow-ground plicatas, hence 
the name. When you see it, you'll know it is pointing the way to 
gold. Sdlg. 68'-29A-wide. • • .. .. . .. • • .. • .. .. • .. . • .. . .. • $20.00 

10 % REDUCTION ON ORDERS RECEIVED BY .JUNE 1, 1974. 
Catalog on request, f~aturlng remontants and the newer bearded and 
beardless Iris. 
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A VERY, VERY SPECIAL INVITATION 

With the National Convention being on,e of the mo·st impor
tant events 1to happen in the history of Region 4, the facets of tihe 
convention include a very necessary part of a convention, name
ly, the ROBIN PROGRAM. From a standpoint ;of good public 
relations, this is an important function because irt: is the only 
solid link many rank and file members have with AIS official
dom. Many are the AIS officials who first got their feet wet in 
the Roblin Program and many continue to fly the routes after 
years ·of offering their experiences and know-1how to one and all 
members. They hav.e "talked by pen" over rthe years and con
sequently, the Robins have be<:ome a WELL IMFORMED 
phase of AIS, regionally and at national levels. 

All Robin members of Region 4 aire cordially invited to the 
Robiin reception which will be held in the Cavalier Room of 
Hotel Roanoke. Wednesday, May 15 at 9:00 P.M. followiing the 
Welcome Dinner. The affair will be informal and strictly social 
with very honored guests to chit-chat with and in some cases, 
renew old aJcquaiintances as well as making new friends. The 
affair will bring together all of the AIS Robins and tlheir mem
bers, not Qn1y in unison of friendship but to strengthen the 
bonds between the many Robins, giving our Regional members 
a chance to fly with other Robins. We all have much in common 
and while the established Rob~ns are preening their feathers, we 
members !here in Region 4 have an open invitation to enroll in 
one or all Robins, whether we are dusted, oiled or our wiings a 
bit shaggy. 

Our honored guests are enthused to be a part of our Robin 
Program. Now, you birds of Region 4 "get your ducks in line" 
(but leave them a;t home) and let's show our special guests their 
importance to us ... IN PERSON! Relationship and hospirtality' 
are our greatest assets here in Virginia and our reception will 
be a time to share both to the fullest. 

Jeanne and Nelson Price 
Chrmn. Robin Recepti.on Region 4 
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Richmond Chapter: Mr. George L. Hanson, 2201 Park Avenue, 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 . 

Blue Ridge Chapter: *Mrs. Jaick Bowersox, 1732 Whitfield Drive, 
Bedford, Virginia 24523 

*Mr. Kei1th Bowersox, 1732 Whitfield Drive, 
Bedford, Virginia 24523 

Western N. C. Chapter: Mrs. Margaret B. Dabagh, 
Appalachian Hall, P. 0. Box 5534, Asheville, N. C. 28803 

Miss Ola M. McSwain, 2511 Ashley Road, Charlotte, N. C. 
28208 

C. and P. Chapter: Mr. Ira A. Penn, 822 Loxford Terrace, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20901 

This is the official welcome of NEWSCAST to our new 
members. May you find pleasure and relaxation in the growing 
of our lovely flower and happiness and contentment in the new 
friendships in store for you. There is also work in oonnectioo 
with your membership and we hope you will enter into the 
activities of your local chapter wiith eruthusiasm. 

Rena M. Crumpler 
kcting Membership Chairman 
Region 4, A.I.S. · 

*Yes, this is our Jean Bowersox and her son, Keith, formerly 
members of the Marydel Chapter, who moved to Georgia. They 
have come back into Region 4 as residents of Virginia and are 
now in the Blue Ridge Chapte[' whose member:s consider this a 
happy event. 
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The following 1is the Report of the N ominarting Committee 
Region 4, A.LS., for 1974-75: 

Regional Vice P~esident-Dr. Anne L. Lee, 3505 Whi1te 
Chapel Road, Norfolk, Va. 23509. 

Assistant R.V.P.-Dr. Roy Epperson, 1115 Delk Drive, High 
Point, N. C. 27262. 

Secretary-Mrs. Rosaliie Figge, 4 Maryland Ave., Towson, 
Maryland 21204. 

Treasurer-Mr. Sam M. Owens, Jr., 160 Riverview Drive, 
St. A1bans, W. Va. 25177. 

Parlimentarian-Mrs. Russell M. Johnston, P. 0. Box 209, 
Salem, Va. 24153. 

Historian and Librarian-Mrs. Henry H. Purdy, 107 Golds-
boro St., Easton, Maryland, 21601. 

February 16, 1974 

Mrs. Helen H. Rucker, Chairman-Viirginia 
Mrs. Naomi O'Brien-North Carolina 
Mr. William E. Barr-Maryland 
Mrs. Maiidel Van Hom-West Virginia 
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NOTICE 

A meetiing of Region 4 members will be held at 
4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 15 in Parlor F, Hortel 
Roanoke. This will be a short business meeting for the 
purpose of electing officers and voting on amendments 
to the Region 4 Bylaws. Please make every effort to 
attend. 

W. D. Kelley 
A<cting R.V.P., Region 4 

[D1111111111u11111n1"1111un111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111iJ 
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AMENDMENTS TO REGION 4 BYLAWS 

The National A.LS. Board at their meeting in NoV"ember, 
1973 recommended that: 

"Region 4 take immediate action to adjust its terms of office 
to run concurrently with those of 1Jhe A.LS." 

Pursuant to this recommendation, R.V.P. W. D. Kelley ap
pointed the undersigned committee to review the Bylaws and 
bring to the Fall Regional Board Meeting any changes they 
deemed necessary. 

The following amendments were presented and duly ap
proved by the Executive Board: 

Article IV-Officers, Election, Duties 
Section 2. Delete: "Terms shall be for one year, be-

ginning the first day of August." · 
Substitute: Office:ris shall be elected at the 
Annual Spring meeting. Terms shall be for 
one year to run concurrently with those of 
1the N a!tional officers. No officer except the 
Historian shall serve more than three con
secutive terms in the same ·office. 

Article V-Executive Board-Executive Committee 
Section 3 Delete: "The Executive Board shall hold 

two regular meetings per year; immediate
ly prior to the Annual Spring Meeting and 
in October." 
Substitute: The E:xiecutive Board shall 
hold two regular meetings per year; im
mediately prior to the Annual Spring Mee.t
ing and in November. The Regional Vice
President may call special meetings if 
necessary. 

. These amendments will be voted on at a Region 4 business 
meeting to be held at 4 p.m., Wednesday, May 15, in Parlor F, 
Hotel Roanokie. This constitutes advance notice as stipulaited by 
tihe Bylaws. 

By order of the Executive Board. 
Rena M. Crumpler, Chairman 
Helen Ruicker 
F. G. Stephenson 
E. Roy Epperson 
CommHtee for Revision of Bylruws 
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R.E.G.I.O.N. 4 

JUDGES FOR 1974 

WEST VIRGINIA 

G Acting RVP, M1". William D. Kelley* 653 Wash. St. E., 
Lewisbu1"g, W. Va. 24901 

2517 Wiashington Ave., 
St. Albans, W. Va. 25177 

S Mr. Earl T. Browde1" * 

G Mrs. Roberta McMullin 2507 Broad St., Pa1"kersburg, W. Va. 26101 
G Mrs. John E. Van Horn (Maidel) 1526 Fenton Circle, 

Nitro, W. Va. 25143 

MARYLAND 
A Mrs. William E. Barr (Claire) Valley Rd., Stevenson, Md. 21153 
G Mrs. Elton H. Bounds Route 50, Mardel!a Springs, Md. 21837 
G Mrs. Robert E. Dasch (Ann Bna:nch) 36 Greenmeadow Drive 

Timonium, Md. 21093 
A Miss Robin Ellinwood 41 Greenmeadow D'r., Timonium, Md. 21093 

G Mrs. Frank H. J. Figge (Rosalie) 4 Maryland Ave., Tows·on, Md. 
21204 

G Mr. Maynard E. Harp* 605 Kingston Road, Baltimore, Md. 21212 
G Mrs. Maynard E. Harp (Retta. E.) 605 Kingston Rd., 

Baltimore, Md. 21212 
G Mr. Paul L. Hoffmeister* Box 462, Nea.vitt, Md. 21652 
G Mr;s. Paul L. Hoffmeister (Jean M.) Box 462, Nea.vitt, Md. 21652 
G Mrs. Fred M. Miller (Alice) 500 Worcester Rd., Towson, Md. 21204 
A Miss Martha Roche 
A Miss Peggy Roche 
A Col. John N. Trudell 

NORTH CARLOINA 

227 Treherne Road, Timonium, Md. 21093 
227 Treherne Road, Timonium, Md. 21093 

566 Williams·burg Lane, Odenton, Md. 27'113 

G Dr. Raymond L. Alexande1" 307 Lawson Road, Washington, N. C. 
27889 

A Mrs. Alice Bouldin Route 2, Box 302, Elon College, N.C. 27244 
G Mr. B. J. Brown Route 3, Box 327D, Charlotte, N.C. 28210 
G Mrs. B. J. Brown (Frances D.) Rt. 3, Box 327D, Charlotte, N.C. 

28210 
G Mr. John A. Dughi 2508 Beechridge Rd., Raleigh, N.C. 27608 
G Mrs. John A. Dughi (Evelyn) 2508 Beechridge Rd., Raleigh, N. C. 

.. 27608 
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G Dr. E. Roy Epperson 1115 Delk Drive, High Point, N.C. 27262 
G Mrs. Miles P. Farrar (Elizabeth) Box 263, Mr. Holly, N.C. 28120 
G Mrs. Craven B. Helms (Ethel) Rt. 9, Box 381, Monroe, N.C. 28110 
G Mrs. Elmer J. Nifong (Mary) 2710 W. Mountain St., 

Kernersville, N.C. 27284 
H Mrs. C. C. O'Brien (Noami) 330 Walser Rd., Greensboro N.C. 

27406 
G Mrs. D. W. Pa.rham (Marge) 3113 Triangle Lake Road, 

High Point, N.C. 27260 
S Dr. Joseph B. Parker, Jr. 1912 Wilshire Dr., Durham, N.C. 27707 
A Mi's. A. H. Price Route 1, Box 51, Summerfield, N.C. 27358 
G Mr. Frank Sherrill* Box 116, Davidson, N.C. 28036 
A Mrs. D. L. Trogdon, Jr. (Barbara) Route 1, Scalesville Rd. 

Summerfield, N.C. 27358 
A Mrs. D. L. Trogdon, Sr. (Ethel) Rt. 1, Box 68, Scalesville Road, 

Summerfield, N.C. 27358 
G Mrs. Giles P. Wetherill (Velda S.) RFD 7, Box 403, Franklin, N.C. 

28734 
G Mr. H. K. Witl:ierspoon 2630 Fairview Rd., Raleigh, N.C. 27608 

VIRGINIA 

G Mr. Weldon W. Ballard 1304 Canal Dr., Chesapeake, Va. 23323 
G Mrs. Jack Bowersox (Jean)** 1732 Whitfield Dr., Bedford, Va. 

24523 
S Mrs. F. Allen Brown (Frances) 4326 Grandin Road Exten. 

Roanoke, Va. 24018 
S Mr. Carl Carpenter 9508 Wells Parkway, Norfolk, Va. 23503 
G Mrs. Charles M. Cox 6324 Columbia Pike, Falls Church, Va. 22041 
S . Mrs. B. E. Crumpler (Rena M.)* 2521 Wycliffe Ave., S.W. 

Roanoke, Va. 24014 
H Rev. Paul B. Folkers Box 294A, Blairs, Va. 24527 
G Mr. Thomas R. Ford 12627 Oxon Road, Herndon, Va. 22070 
S Mrs. Guy R. Kirby (Mickey) 212 Forrest Ave., Norfolk, Va. 23505 
G Dr. Anne L. Lee 3505 White Chapel Rd., Norfolk, Va. 23509 
G Mrs. John W. McCoy (Clytie B.) 3540 Windsor Road, S.W. 

S Mrs. Robert L. Munn (Delia) 
Roanoke, Va. 24018 

4216 Bounty Road, 
Virginia Beach, Va. 23455 

G Mrs. Hunt Nenon (Eloise) Court Place, Box 705 Chatham, Va. 24531 
G Mrs. Nelson 0. Price (Jeanne W.) 107 Wharton, S. E., 

G Mrs. A. W. Rice (Blanche) 

**Trans. from Region 5-1/74 

Blacksburg, Va. 24060 
2817 Avenha.m Ave., S.W. 

Roanoke, Va. 24014 
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S Mrs. Charles F. Roberts 226 Forrest Ave., Norfolk, Va. 23505 
G Mr. Frederick G. Stephenson 5608 Merriman Rd., S.W. 

Roanoke, Va. 24018 
G Mrs. Frederick G. Ward (Mary) 1807 Michael Court, 

Virginia Beach, Va. 23454 
S Dr. Lloyd A. Zurbrigg* 903 Tyler Ave, Radford, Va. 24141 

WASHINGTON D. C. 

(no entries) 

*Present or Former Regionail Vice-President 

ANSWERS TO PEOPLES PUZZLE 

DOWN 

1. Cosgrove 
2. Wall 
3. Jay 
5. Helen 
6. Br01Wder 
7. Nelson 
8. Guy 

10. Wills 
13. Rena 
14. Carol 
16. Peck 
17. Ann 
18. W.T.B. 
21. Fischer 
22. Randolph 
23. Wister 
24. Bill 

·ACROSS 
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2. Wood 
4. Leroy 
6. Benson 
8. Glenn 
9. Corlew 

11. Ray 
12. Leon 
15. Harry 
18. Walker 
19. Bennett 
20. Kay 
24. Bledsoe 
25. Perry 
26. Leda 



.AMERICAN Ims SoCIETY, REGION 4, BoARD 
Maryland-N. Carolina-Virginia-West Va.-Dist. of Columbia 

Rli:GIONAL VICE PRESIDENT 

Mr. William D. Kelley 
653 Washington Street, East, 
Lewisburg, West Virginia 24gc:i1 

Phone 304-645-1570 

AssT. RV. P. 
Dr. Anne L. Lee 
3505 White Chapel Road 
Norfolk, Virginia 23509 

Phone Bo.t.-625-2644 

bU.CEDIATE PAST R v. P. 
Mr. Maynard E. Harp 
6o5 Kingston Road 
Baltimore, Marylarrd 21212 

Phone 301-377-6691 or 
301-357-8253 

SECRETARY 

Mrs. Wm. E. Barr 
Valley Road 
Stevenson, Maryland 2II53 

Phone 301-486-5214 

TREASURER 

Mr. B. J. Brown 
Route 3, Box 327D 
Charlotte, N. C. 282Io 

Phone 704-588-1788 

p ARLIAMENTARIAN 

Col. John N. Trudell 
566 Williamsburg Lane 
Odenton, Maryland 21II3 

HISTORIAN AND LIBRARIAN 

Mrs. Henry H. Purdy 
107 Goldsboro St. 
Easton, Maryland :z16o1 

EDrIOR-lN-CHIEF-NEWSCAST 

Mrs. Rena M. Crumpler 
2521 Wycliffe Ave., S. W. 
Roanoke, Virginia 24014 

Phone 703-344-2341 
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ASSOCIATE EDITOR-NEWSCAST 

Dr. Roy Epperson 
n15 Delk Drive 
High Point, N. C. 27262 

Phone 91g-88:Mt>77 

BUDGET COMMITTEE 

Mr. B. J. Brown 
Rt. 3, Box 327D 
Charlotte, N. C. 282ro 

Phone 704-588-1788 

CONVENTIONS 

Mr. Ea.rt T. Browder 
2517 Washington Ave. 
St. Albans, West Virginia 25I77 

Phone 304-727-I552 

JUDGES' TRAINING 

Mr. Frederick G. Stephenson 
56o8 Merriman Road, S. W. 
Roanoke, Virginia 24018 

Phone 703-774-0202 

MEMBERSHIP (ACTING) 

Mrs. Rena M. Crumpler 
2521 Wycliffe Ave. S.W. 
Roanoke, Virginia 24014 

Phone 703-344-234I 

ROBINS 

Mrs. Nelson 0. Price 
1907 Wharton 
Blacksburg, Virginia 24o6o 

Phone 703-552-4772 

AUCTIONS AND AWAJIDS 

Dr. Roy Epperson 
III5 Delk Drive 
High Point, N. C. 27262 

Phone 919-883-!)677 

MEDIAN IRISES 

Mrs. Rena W. Kizziar 
2704 Tidewater Drive 
Norfolk, Virginia 23509 

Phone Unlisted 



Rl:BLOOMlNG IRISES 

Dr. Lloyd Zurbrigg 
903 Tyler A venue 
Radford, Virginia 24141 

Phone 703-63g-5593 

ExHIBITIONS 

Mrs. Frances D. Brown 
Rt. 3 Box 327D 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28210 

Phone 704-588-1788 

IRIS LANDSCAPING 

Mrs. Retta E. Harp 
6o5 Kingston Rd. 
Baltimore, Md. 21212 

Phone 301-377--0691 

TEST GAllDEN 

Mrs. Paul Hoffmeister 
Box 462 
N eavitt, Md. 21652 

YouTH 

Mrs. Ann B. Dasch 
36 Green Meadow Drive 
Timonium, Maryland 21093 

Phone 301-252-4662 

IRIS PATHOLOGY 

Mr. Thomas R. Ford 
12627 Oxon Road, 
Herndon, Va. 22070 

Phone 703-471-1364 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Dr. D. C. N earpass 
9526-5oth Place 
College Park, Maryland 20740 

BLUE RIDGE CHAPTER CHAmMAN 

Mrs. A. W. Rice 
2817 Avenham Ave., S. W. 
Roanoke, Va. 24014 

Phone 703-343-436o 

MARYDEL CHAl'TER CHAIRMAN 

Mrs. Henry Purdy 
107 Goldsboro Street 
Easton, Maryland 216o1 
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SOUTHERN W. v A. CHAFJ.'ER CHUd:N 

Mrs. John E. Van Horn 
1526 Fenton Circle 
Nitro, W. Va. 25143 

Phone 304-727-9851 

NORFOLK, VA. CHAPTEll CHAIRMAN 

Dr. Anne J;,. Lee 
3505 White Chapel Rd. 
Norfolk, Va. 23509 

Phone So.4-625-2644 

WN. N.C. CHAPTER ACTING CHRMN. 

Mr. B. J. Brown 
Rt. 3, Box 327D 
Charlotte N. C. 28210 

Phone 704-588-1788 

EASTERN N. c. CHAPTER CHAIRMAN 

Dr. Roy Epperson 
III5 Delk Drive 
High Point, N. C. 27262 

Phone 91g-883-g677 

c. & p. CHAPTER CHAIRMAN 

Dr. D. C. Nearpass 
9526--5oth Pl. 
College Park, Md. 20740 

Phone 301-345-3324 

.CENTRAL W. v A. CHAPTER CHRMN. 

Mrs. Roberta McMullin 
2507 Broad Street 
Parkersburg, W. Va. 26101 

Phone 304-422-6125 

GREENBRIER CHAPTER 

Mr. W. D. Kelley, Representative 
653 Washington St. East 
Lewisburg, W. Va. 24901 

Phone 304-645-1570 

FRANCIS SCOTT KEY CHAP. CHRMJil 

Mrs. William E. Barr 
Valley Road 
Stevenson, Maryland 21153 

Phone 301-486-5214 

RICHMOND CHAPTER CHAIRMAN 

Mr. Albert W. Thimsen 
Rt. 5, Box 139A 
·Richmond, Virginia 23231 

Phone So.4-795-2291: 



NEWSCAST 
EDITORIAL STAFF 

Editor-in-Chief, Rena Crumpler 

Associate Editor, Roy Epperson 

Mailing and Subscriptions, Blanche Rice 

REPORTERS 

Blue Ridge Chapter .......................... Helen Rucker 
Marydel Chapter .......................... Paul Hoffmeister 
Southern W. Va. Chapter .................. Mrs. S. M. Owens 
Norfolk Chap.ter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Anne L. Lee 
Western N. C. Chapter ....................... Frances Brown 
Eastern N. C. Chapter ...................... Naomi O'Brien 
C. & P. Chapter . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ellamay Hollis 
Central W. Va. Chapter ................... Roberta McMullin 
Greenbrier Chapter .................................. Vacant 
Francis Scott Key Chapter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ann Dasch 

NEWSCAST IS PUBLISHED TRI-ANNUALLY IN MARCH, AUGUST AND 
DECEMBER. 

NEWSCAST IS FREE TO ALL MEMBERS OF REGION 4, A. I. S. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATE TO NON-MEMBE'RS OF REGION 4-$3.00 per year 

Permission is granted to reprint any article appearing in Newscast unless 

otherwise specified, provided proper credit is given. 

ADVERTISING RATES 

Full page .......................................... . 
One-half page ...................................... . 
On·e quarter page ................................... . 
Commercial Directory .•.............................. 

$25.00 
15.00 
8.00 
2.75 

NEWSCAST is indehted to Ann Dasch for the 1cover overlay 
and a Convention puzzle for the Youth Corner. 

Color photos are by Nearpass, Stephenson, Kelley, Hoffmeister, 
Epperson, B. J. Brorwn and Crumpler. 
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LORD BAL Tl MORE 
D. C. N car pass, 1969 

LOUDOUN LASSIE 
George I. Crossman, 1972 

BLUE ETCHINGS 
B. J. Brown, 1973 

HOUSE OF LORDS 
Lloyd Zu,rbr·igg, 1969 
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