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DR. ANNE LEE 

1911 - 1977 

On New Year's Eve Dr. 
Anne Lee suffered a rnassiYe 
heart attack and died on J anu
ary 2, 1977. 

She came to this country 
38 years ag-o from her nati\'-e 
Czeclwsluvak ia. fleeing the war 
that -vvas erupt ing in Europe. 
SJ1e had to 1 earn a new lan
g uage and new customs, 1 e

come acriuainted w ith the iamily of a new American 
husband, struggle to attain her place in a practically 
all-male profession. She managed magnificently. 

Her contrib u tion tn the American Iris Society hard
ly neecls cataloging . She was Norfolk chapter ch c:ti rrn an. 
and in this capacity hosted Norfolk's only r egional. She 
accepted the position of regional \'ice president and did 
an outstandi ng job. She a ttended 1 oth regional and 
national conventio ns and had innum erable fri ends on 
])oth lc,·els. 

Her contributi on to th e community \Vas even gTeat
er. She dispensed far more free m ed ical help to her 
fri ends and neighbors than she ever co ll ect ed from her 
payin g- patients. Rarely did she haYe an uninterrupted 
night's s leep. She supported and took an active part in 
the Eastern V irg inia Medical chool, th e Norfolk Bo
tanic2.I Garden, , ·arious medical gToups, and many other 
organizations. She rarely refused an office. 

There was much sorrow in her life. but she founrl so 
mu ch joy in livin g and gi,·ing that few knew of the 
sometimes heavy heart. 

She liYecl life to tJi. e fulle st; each clay was something 
tu 1)e sa Yo reel . If she opened a door, th e room brighten
ed. If she met someone new. she made a friend for life, 
If she accept ed a fa,-or, she did twice as much in return. 

\Ve arc all richer that she passed our way; some
one 1 ike her comes along only rarely. There can be no 
gTeater tribute. 
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EDITOR'S PAGE 

As we approach the holiday season with the Fall Board 
meeting and then Thanksgiving and Christmas and New Year's 
Day, I look back on 1976 and forward to 1977. 1976 was a so-so 
year in my garden for bloom but quite good for increase. Many 
plantings were re-done in anticipation of the tour in 1977 and the 
plantings, in general, look good as I write this. Of course, only 
time and the environmental conditions will determine whether 
1977 will be a good year for the Regional tour of the Triad 
gardens. 

In my report to the Executive Board at its Fall me·eting, I 
noted that for the NEWSCAST in 1976, 29% of the total material 
was reprinted from other sources, 14% written by the Editor 
himself, and only 14% written by the membership at large ! I If 
you feel, as I do, that too much of the NEWSCAST material is 
gleaned from other sources, then why not do something about 
it?? Without this material the issues would have been very,,very 
slim and would have been ~ostly Region business and Chapter 
reports. Region 4 is bursting at the seams with talented and 
knowledgeable irisarians and hybridizers, both professional and 
amateur. Why, therefore, must the Editor obtain articles from 
out-of-Region sources? Do you realize that if each of the ac
credited judges in Region 4 wrote one article each year of one 
page in length for the NEWSCAST that the 25 pages devoted to 
reprints from other sources in 1976 would not be needed? NOT 
A SINGLE REPRINT PAGE WOULD BE NEEDED ! ! ! ! 
Therefore, as Editor, I am instituting OPERATION H*E*L*P! 
for 1977. The goal will be to get each Judge to write at least one 
page of material for the NEWSCAST. Consider this fair warn
ing, NEWSCAST must be returned to a publication of. by, and 
for the membership of Region 4 ! ! Gleaned reprints will still he 
used for we need the infusion of other ideas and experiences, 
BUT the majority of the material must come from Region 4. 

As Assistant RVP, the responsibility for the newly instituted 
Fall-Winter Meeting of Region 4, rests with me. We antidpate 
a Symposium program of Region 4 irisarians. I'll write a full 
article for the next issue. 

Roy 

Deadline for next issue of NEWSCAST is March 1, 1977 
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R.V.P.'s MESSAGE 

It is with some sadness that I write this RVP message. First 
of all because I am returning from the Fall Board Meeting where 
I just had a quorum to conduct business and this only because 
some of the members present wore more than one hat. This in 
itself is a bad sign when I compare this to previous Board meet
ings where we had such good representation. 

Secondly, I am saddened because I had to declare my own 
Chapter inactive. This was followed by the announcement that 
Southern W. Va. is to be declared inactive also. 

I have enjoyed Iris and Iris people for· more years than I 
like to admit and I hate to see interest wane. I do not know who's 
fault this is. I have tried to spark some interest in various ways 
without success. Hopefully somebody will ignite interest if not 
in my own Chapter maybe i:n some other part of the Region. 
Maybe during the dreary winter months somebody will have a 
brain-storm to stimulate interest in this lovely perennial. 

This, too, should be the time to study your own notes on 
Iris viewed during bloom season and compare them with the 
comments of other noted Irisarians and weigh their values. The 
long winter months will allow your aching backs to recuperate 
so you can meet a new spring and a new Iris season with vigor 
and enthusiasm. 

Anne L. Lee, RVP 

5 



MINUTES - EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

November 13, 1976 

These are condensed minutes. The complete minutes have 
been distributed to all members of the Executive Board. 

The Executive Board of Region 4, A.LS., met at 3 p.m. at 
the Quality Inn-Fort Magruder, Williamsburg, Virginia, Dr. 
Anne L. Lee, RVP, presiding, Mrs. Frank H.J. Figge, Secretary. 
Five (S) members of the Board were present. These five mem
bers along with three proxies ·constituted a quorum. 

Discussions were held on the following topics : 

NEWSCAST contributions and d·eadlines 

Judges' Training 

A Region 4 Fall-Winter Meeting 

The 1977 Annual Meeting of Region 4 

Reports were received from: Treasurer, Historian and 
Librarian, Judges' Training, Membership, Reblooming 
Irises, and Photography 

The following actions were taken : 

That Region 4 hold a Fall-Winter meeting in addition 
to the annual spring garden tour meeting. That the 
Assistant RVP have responsibility for this meeting. 

Acceptance of the resignation of Susan and Glenn Grigg 
as YOUTH chairmen. 

Designation of the Norfolk Chapter as Inactive. 

Appointment of the Nominating Committee: Chairman, 
Rosalie Figge (Md.); Eloise Nenon (Va.); Sam 
Owens (W.Va.); Roy Epperson (N.C.). 

That the amount of $114.54 that has been earmarked 
for several years for Judges Training be incorporated 
into the regular funds. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

REGION 4 - AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY 

May 24, 1976 to November 11, 1976 

Balance from last treasurer's report May 24, 1976 

Received: 

6/ 1/76 Regional Iris Auction 
8/25/76 So. W. Va. Chapter contribution 

10/12/76 Western N. C. Chapter contribution 
10/12/76 Marydel Chapter contribution 
10/22/76 Blue Ridge Chapter contribution 

Total Received 

Disbursements: 

7 / 8/76 Mrs. Jack Bowersox, postage 
NEWSCAST 

7 / 8/76 Walters Printing Co., 

$2,242.63 

346.50 
200.00 

60.00 
75.00 

250.00 
$ 931.50 

$ 29.04 

NEWSCAST 4/76 304.04 
9/10/76 Mrs. F.H.J. Figge, Secretary postage 6.44 
9/10/76 Mrs. J. E. Rucker, Membership, postage 11.01 ----

Total Disbursed $ 350.53 
Net Balance 
Designated for Judges Training 
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ANYONE CAN GROW ARILBREDS 

Glenn A. Timbs 

Yes, you can! You can grow ARILBREDS anywhere in the 
temperate zone. As with the tall bearded iris some arils will grow 
stronger, some weaker, some taller, some shorter-but, with the 
application of a few necessary "musts," you will grow and bloom 
so-called half-and three-quarter breds as easily as you grow pure 
talls. 

Select a ground area with good drainage in full sun. Make 
a form bed of boards or brick to the width of 4-5 feet and as long 
as you wish. Fill this with at least 5 inches of pure sand (side
walk sand is ideal). To this add humus, such as woods' soil or 
completely decomposed manure. Do not use compost. The mix
ture should be 3 parts sand and 1 part humus. Mix thoroughly 
with this a dusting of ground limestone ancl a small portion of 
bone meal. 

When planting your ARILBREDS set the rhizomes two 
inches deep in the sand and water them in with a low nitrogen, 
high phosphorus and potash liquid fertilizer. I use 10-20-30 Hy
ponex, but any that has a low nitrogen but higher phosphorus 
and potash content will do. Arils are heavy feed·ers, but a little 
nitrogen goes a long, long way. 

Water your planting every week to 10 days all season (except 
during July and August) if it does not rain during that time. 
Feed the plants liquid fertilizer ·every two weeks during the first 
year planted. The second year an application of low formula 
nitrogen chemical fertilizer in the Spring and again in September 
can be used and the liquid fertilizer discontinued. How.ever, ex
cept for July and August, the plants must receive water, as be
fore stated, if it does not rain. 

July a:nd August is the' period of rest. Give no fertilizer at 
this time, except liquid if they are being set out. The best plant
ing time is early September when active growth begins. However 
it will rain in July and August but this will not harm the dor
mant plants. Don't cover them. 

When Winter comes and the ground freezes, mulch with any 
light, non-packing material to prevent thawing or add several 
inches of extra sand that can be scooped off in the Spring. 

Of the C. G. White arilbreds still available that are heautiful 
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and easy to grow try: KALIFA GULNARE, KALIFA HIRFA, 
JALLAH EFFENDI, IMAM AHMID, IMAN SALAH and 
KING HENRY. Others that have grown well for me are: BIG 
BLACK BUMBLEBEE, ESTHER THE QUEEN and PRO,. 
LIFIC to mention only a few. There are many more to choose 
from. 

Remember I Sharp drainage, raised beds and low-nitrogen 
fertilizer. Anyone can grow Arilbreds I 

(Reprinted from Region 2 Newsletter, Summer 1976) 

IRIS - IN SHAKESPEARE 

Anne Lee 

What say'st thou, my fair Fleur-de-Luce? Henry V 
Lilies of all kinds, the Fleur-de-Luce being one - The 

Winter's Tale 

Stratford-upon-Avon is a town through which the beautiful 
river Avon flows. Shakespeare walked along this river when 
c-ourting Anne Hathaway and must have observed the many 
wild flowers growing there. Surely he saw the tall Iris in purple, 
yellow and white. As a playwright during his time in London 
he probably saw the cultivated Iris, but would have called it 
Flower-de-Luce from the French Fleur-de-Louis after King 
Louis VII who chose the yellow Iris for the emblem on his 
shield and banner on the first crusade to the Holy Land in the 
12th century. 

Two hundred years later Edward VII of England claimed 
the crown of France and added the Fleur-de-Lys to the English 
coat of arms where it remained two hundred fifty years until 
Calais was returned to France. The loss of Calais is referred to 
in Henry VI, part 1 : 

Cropp'd are the Flower-de-Luce in your arms; 
Of England's coat one half is cut away. 

(Excerpted from Shakespeare's Flowers by Jessica Kerr) 
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DO YOU REMEMBER? 

Rena Kizziar 

One fine day this past iris season it was my privilege to meet 
a brand-new iris lover. She came to the garden with her husband, 
who had given her a trip to the Norfolk gardens as a Mother's 
Day present. Unfortunately, Mother's Day was a little late to 
expect a great deal of bloom, but she seemed not at all dismayed 
by the meager show. I read the look on her face - Seventh 
Heaven! She paused before each bloom, studied it with undis
guised delight before passing on to the next. 

She came armed with the membership list, in which she had 
checked all the members in the area. Alas, in actuality there 
are only three active gardens now, but mere distance and paucity 
of gardens present no barrier to her enthusiasm-she plans to 
make future trips to Norfolk, a distance of approximately forty 
miles, certainly no local iris jaunt! 

I gave them a tour of a nearby garden, after which we sat 
and talked iris for hours. I laughed when her husband, as yet 
1minfected, said he used to worry about the page-long orders 
she wrote up-until he discovered this was only what is known 
as a "wish list." The actual order was trimmed considerably. 
Many years ago - when my desires exceeded my pocketbook 
(they still do, but I curb them) - I could have learned a lot from 
her restraint; it would . take me until October to gather up 
enough money to send off an order filled with lovelies I had never 
seen, but whose glowing descriptions I had read and re-read 
until the print was worn! In mid-October, or later, the box would 
arrive, and I would lovingly plant the contents; in mid-January 
each of my late-acquired beauties would be a foul-smelling mess! 

The sun was dipping below the horizon when she reluctantly 
turned homeward. She left with treasured memories of the 
beauties she'd seen - memories which would be kept alive dur
ing a bleak winter. She left me with a warm glow, remembering 
my own introduction to the world of iris. 

The newborn iris ·enthusiast -may she forever retain that 
g-low ! 
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REGION 4 ANNUAL SPRING MEETING 1977 

Host Chapter: EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA 

Location (headquarters): HILTON INN, Elon College, N.C. 

Dates: MAY 13, 14, 1977 

Judges Training: EXHIBITION JUDGING 

Special Feature: HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITION 

Tour Gardens : 

Friday, May 13, 1977 

Holly Hill Mall 

Mrs. S. E. Somers / Mrs. Theo Wall 

Mrs. Alice Bouldin, TWIN WHEELS 

FARM 

Mrs. Polly Price 

Dr. and Mrs. E. Roy Epperson, 

KIRKLEE IRIS GARDEN 

Mrs. Marge Parham 

Mrs. Nannie Paquet 

Exhibition Co-chairmen: Mrs. Alice Bouldin, Mrs. Polly Price 

General Chairman: E. Roy Epperson 
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THE PROBLEM OF RED IN IRISES 

Wilma Vallette 

For a good many years hybridizers have been working to 
get a red iris, and with a considerable degree of success in getting 
hues that closely approach red. But it is still doubtful if a truly 
RED red will ever appear, as found in flowers such as roses, 
"pinks", or the flaming scarlets of the trumpet vine and some 
begonias. · 

Why? Because in the iris red is not a single pigment as in 
other flowers. They have a red anthocyanin pigment, which pro
duces clear tone and shades of red. But the pigmentation of the 
iris is not a red-it is violanin, the same one found in violets. 
Therefore red in irises has to be a blend of two entirely different 
pigments, a violet sap pigment and a yellow carotene. Also given 
a bit too much violet and brown will result. So reds are more 
apt to appear when a carotene-colored petal carries a purple pig
ment, a pigment evidently derived, like yellow itself, from little 
old I. varlegata, which incidentally is the most valuable of all 
iris species so far as color is concerned. Without it we would 
have nothing but blues, and possibly whites. No blends, no pli
catas, amoenas, variegatas or even purples-a far cry from the 
myriad of colors which gave the genus Iris its name. And ~ince 
purple seems to have come from I. variegata, and red is a blend 
of purple and yellow, we must include red among its derivatives. 

Today work is entirely with tetraploids, but even when most 
irises were diploids some quite creditable reds were produced, 
such as SPARK and APACHE, or even little old NEOLA. 
Modern reds are a great improvement over these antiques in 
every way, but modern color is not too much redder than it was 
"way back when". Then, as now, red was a blend. And as far as 
color went, the variegata HONORABILE had yellow-edged 
red falls that were almost as red as the reddest of today's 
beauties. 

There are various tones of red. Given a tiny too much blue 
in the sap pigment, and brown results. A tiny bit too much purple 
(or too little yellow perhaps) and purple-reds show up, or per
haps red-purples. Also I have found that temperature affects 
deeper red tones. In normally warm weather many garnet-red 
or ruby-red irises look almost like clear reds, but in very strong 
sunshine they are apt to turn brownish. 
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There are many tones of red, from rosy-reds or orange-reds 
to ruby-reds or garnet or maroon. Hot sunlight does not seem 
to affect the first two, but the deeper or darker reds often do dis
color a bit, due to strong actinic action. The same is true of many . 
daylilies, whose red tones are also a blend of yellow and purple. 
Deep yellows do not burn white at the shoulders as badly as they 
once did, but there is some tendency in that direction in many 
of them, and this may show up in reds too, if they happen to have 
such burn-susceptible yellows in their pedigree. 

It is no longer necessary to go back to crossing yellows and 
purples to get reds, with so many excellent reds to be had. It is 
only a matter of crossing the' best reds, hoping to strike an aver
age between the two that will be redder than either parent. How
ever, due to the mixed-up ancestry of modern reds, even selfing 
a variety is apt to give· a variety of reds, as will using it with 
another red of a similar color. There is no hope of getting a clear 
red by crossing existing varieties of any shade. What does not 
exist in either cannot be brought into existence by crossing them. 

Only a mutation might give clear reds, and as such a mu
tation would be recessive, it would require anywhere from two 
to several generations to bring it out. And as the appearance of 
the iris carrying the mutation would differ in no way from other 
reds, quite possibly the mutation's occurrence would never be 
even guessed at, and its possessor might never use it in breeding. 

Anoth·er suggestion is to use an iris with a different kind of 
sap pigment, but to date only two have been found, the old 
variegata FRANK ADAMS and its red parent. Both are probably 
unobtainable today, and even if used with other reds, it would 
require several generations of breeding. and of raising a few 
hundred thousand seedlings. And even then quite possibly the 
red produced would be no redder than those we already have. 

So-and I believe most breeders who have worked with reds 
will agree-the best way to work for reds is just to use the best 
existing varieties. Even apart from color, most of them could 
stand improvement in some_ way or other-smoother hafts, per
haps, as many still have considerable haft markings. More height 
to be in proportion to the large flowe:rs--many reds are low, due 
to their strong variegata heritage. Greater vigor-many reds are 
inclined to be either tender or susceptible to rot. Clear reds may 
app·ear some time in the future, although the odds are 1000 to 
1 against it. But there is still room for improvement of ·existing 
!reds, proportion, vigor, floriferousness among them. 
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I have not had any reports on the 'subject, but apparently 
many variegatas do not do well in areas that do not have cold 
climates. I. variegata itself is one, and many of its variegata de
scendents seem to require a period of winter dormancy to do 
well. Whether reds, with their strong variegata heritage share 
this preference I cannot say, but it might well be more or less 
true. I have grown thousands of irises of all colors, including 
reds, and in Idaho we do have enough winter cold to satisfy even 
the little old species (which grow like a weed here, or did years 
ago, before people started digging out old-timers in favor of the 
newer, showier varieties.) I have noticed, though, that many reds 
die in the spring,' but for me it is not due to the winter's effect, 
but to botrytis rot, which really thrives during our cold, late, wet 
springs. Once the ground thaws and the daytime temperatures 
are below 65, conditions are ideal for it. While irises of any color 
or type fall victim to it, the proportion of reds to fall victim to 
it seems greater than most other colors. 

(Reprinted from Region 2 Newsletter, Fall 1976) 

RED? 

by Norlan C. Henderson 

ProfesS'Or of Botany, University of Missouri-Kansas City 

The flower enthusiast is seemi.ngly never completely satisfi
ed with what nature has given him, but must always work to
ward some additional goal: larger flowers, miniature flowers, 
variegated foliage, double flowers, different colors, or unusual 
patterns. The iris hybridizers over the years have searched for 
and found a number of new colors or color combinations as well 
as many new color patterns. As each of these has been found so 
much new interest has been generated that it seems that the 
possibilities would soon be exhausted. 

Also, as new shapes, ruffling, colors and patterns are found 
and brought into vogue, many of the older ones are discarded, 
or essentially so, perhaps to be revived at some future time as a 
tool with which to make new combinations. In the thirties and 
forties the pink and yellow blends (squalens) gave way to the 
flamingo pinks and now, except for some improvements in form, 
ruffling, and other niceties we seem to have reached a stalemate 
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on the pinks. But where are the old blends? 

The Wabash-type amoena, which was an overlay of violet 
on the upper surface of the falls, produced not only the amoena 
but the neglecta and variegata patterns as well. With the intro
duction of the Progenitor-type amoena, with all of its possibili
ties, the Wabash-type has been all but forgotten. 

During the forties and fifties the search for a green iris was 
the rage and, although many claiming to be green were intro
duced, this particular color has really ·escaped us. 

The search for red has been going on since the twenties, but 
so far it too has eluded us. Although many good "reds" have 
been introduced, such as CALIENTE, WAR LORD, JEWEL 
TONE, POST TIME and PARIS LIGHTS, only one has been 
awarded the Dykes Medal. This was THE RED DOUGLAS 
(Sass.1937). In 1963 a special award was inaugurated, the Cook
Lapham Cup, to be given to the best red iris which had not pre
viously received the award. 

Actually none of these iris contains a red pigment. Instead 
they are produced by a combination of blue-violet and yellow 
pigments. The chemical structure arid solubility of these pig
ments, as well as the ·structure of the cells, are responsible for the 
color effect. · 

The petal blade is made up of three basic layers of ceils : an 
upper and a lower epidermis and between them a multilayer pad 
of mesophyll cells. The epidermis cells are fairly small, contain 
a very few small plastids (containing the oil-soluble pigments) 
and have very large vacuoles, which are estimated to take up as 
much as 90% of the total volume of the cell (containing 
the water-soluble blue-violet pigment). The mesophyll cells, on 
the other hand, are basically isodiametric with many large plas
tids and very 'Small vacuoles. When both sets of pigments are 
present, the epidermal c-ells have a high concentration of blue
violet and the mesophyll cells have a predominant amount of yel
low. Visually, then, the two blend into an ox-blood effect. If you 
look very closely and critically you can see the evidence of both 
pigments. 

The October 1968 Bulletin of the American Iris Society was 
devoted largely to the breeding of the "reds". The main theme 
of these articles was on the improvement of most of the qualities 
of the plants other than color: hardiness, form, substance, branch
ing, height, ruffling, cleanness of hafts, etc. Much consideration 
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was given to the history of the line with the varieties used as 
parents and the hybridizers who have given us most of the reds. 
The authors seemed to assume that we must continue to work 
with the pigments we have had available in the past. It is highly 
possible that we may have reached the maximum of redness that 
can be obtained with the pigments we have been using. 

Until recently the only anthocyanin (cell-sap or vacuolar) 
pigment that we have had to work with was delphinidin, a blue
violet. Dr. Peter Werckmeister (July 1969 Bulletin of the AIS) 
in "Red Irises and Cyanidin" considered only the anthocyanins 
and suggested that the red iris may have to await the chance 
mutations that would be necessary to change the anthocyanin 
development from delphinidin to cyanidin (the red-violet pig
ment found in purple cabbage) then to pelargonidin (the true 
red pigment of garden geraniums). He pointed out that this par
ticular sequence has occurred in pansies and other cultivated 
flowers. 

Mutations, however, are quite rare events. Although all of 
the variables found in the Iris are the result of mutations and 
of the recombinations of these, it may be a very long time before 
these changes can occur. It is believed that mutations are strictly 
random occurrences and if there are about 10,000,000 genes (a 
conservative estimate) in one s·et of Iris chromosomes, the actual 
chance of one of these mutations occurring at that one location 
is one of ten-million. Of course this could just as easily be th~ 
very next mutation as well as the ten-millionth one, but it is 
still a very obscure chance. It could well be, however, the only 
answer to the truly red Iris. 

We have a tremendous number of limitations in our study 
of genetics and particularly in the Iris. First of all, our ignorance 
is appalling! Although we know that the basic number of chro
mosomes in the tall-bearded group of 12, and that we have as 
many as thirty different characters ; we know of no two that are 
linked, that is, borne on the same chromosome. We do not know 
on which chromosome any of these known genes occur, not to 
even consider where they are located on a particular chromo
some. 

We know many of the pigments that are responsible for the 
Iris colors, but we do not know the biosynthetic pathways of the 
development of these pigments. Neither do we know at what 
step in these pathways mutation should occur that would give us 
the desired change, nor how this should be controlled. We know 
that certain things, such as X-rays and atomic radiation can in-
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duce mutations, but we have no way of controlling the nature 
of the mutation nor can we direct these changes to particular 
spots on specific chromosomes. 

Much is being written today about genetic coding, but we 
do not know any single coding sequence for any single com
pound or character in the Iris. 

Werckmeister also explored the possibilities of getting the 
red with malvadin (another anthocyanin) which is known to 

· occur in some of the beardless species including Iris fulva and 
Iris Kaempferi, but dismissed this possibility because malvadin 
was unknown in the bearded Iris. One of my graduate students 
(Mrs. Johanna Wynne) detected malvadin in FRANK ADAMS· 
(Lapham 1937). Another of my students confirmed this and 
also found malvadin in a seedling (Violet Harmony X Frank 
Adams). We do, therefore, know that this pigment can be trans
mitted genetically. It may be possible to produce a more nearly 
red Iris with malvadin, which is basically a red-violet, if we can 
get a higher concentration of it and at the same time eliminate 
all or part of the delphinidin. At present, whenever malvadin is 
present, it is always in association with delphinidin. Some of the 
varieties of Fuchsia, containing malvadin, are very red indeed! 

In the late thirties the first of the flamingo pinks appeared. 
For a period of years these have been improved and the color 
clarified and to a rather marked degree have been deepened in 
tone. Werckmeister (1960) reported that the pink was due to 
lycopene, which is the red pigment of tomatoes and is a plas.tid 
or carotenoid pigment. So far we have found lycopene only in 
the presence of three other carotenes: alpha-, beta-, and gamma
carotene. It may not be possible to concentrate nor to separate 
lycopene from the other carotenes and as result we may continue 
to get only a dilute expression of this pigment. If it is possible to 
get a full expression of lycopene we should be well pleased with 
a tomato red Iris. 

Orange is another of the colors that has been eagerly sought 
after for the past forty years. NARANJA, PRINCE OF OR
ANGE, and ORANGE PARADE were among the early intro
ductions. Then with lycopene came the apricots: MELODY 
LANE, TOP FLIGHT, TEMPLE BELLS, and APRICOT 
GLORY. These were a deepening of the yellow with just enough 
lycopene to give a slightly orange cast. In the late fifties a seed
ling (not introduced), which gave a clue that true orange was not 
far off, appeared in Greig Lapham's garden. Then with the in-
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troduction of MISSION SUNSET, MINNESOTA GLITTERS, 
FLAMING STAR, and SON OF STAR, the orange class was 
officially here. 

The development of this class, in which there is a higher 
incidence of lycopene, but still in conjunction with the deep 
yellow, has given us a new approach toward the true red. It 
may be possible to achieve the tomato-red by continuous breed
ing in this line and selecting the deeper reds. I have some inter
estingly colored seedlings out of Mission Sunset X Ultrapoise 
that show a remarkable amount of red. Although they tuck, and 
pink, are small and thin, I'm going to .continue to use them and 
try to deepen and clarify the color. The niceties can be added 
later. 

Since all the reds we have to date are combinations of 
anthocyanin and carotenoids, we should, perhaps, c9ntinue to 
work from this approach. We should, however, try to bring mal
vadin into the breeding line (in spite of the fact that it is diluted 
with delphinidin) and use it along with the orange line to add 
these two new dimensions. 

Most of our modern yellow (this can be assumed to hold 
true for the orange class as well) contain the inhibitor gene which 
prevents the development of anthocyanin. This would suggest 
that any cross of a malvadin or delphinidin-bearing parent into 
the orange line would wipe out the anthocyanin in the first 
generation. Also, since the t-factor, which alters part of the 
carotenes to lycopene, is a recessive and probably not carried 
by the malvadin parent, it too will be hidden in the first gene
ration. Both of these characteristics will, although hidden, be 
carried and may be recovered in the second or succeeding gener
ations. 

Here is the breeding program whjch I have outlined for this 
spring (1976) : 

An orange line in which only the modern oranges are used, 
crossing them in every way poS'sible. I have MISSION SUN
SET, MINNESOTA GLITTERS, FLAMING STAR, SON OF 
STAR, and GLAZED ORANGE. Each of these should be selfed, 
crossed and reciprocal-crossed with each other in every possible 
combination. 

An orange-red line in which each of these orange . varieties 
would be crossed into the best of the new reds. I have POST 
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TIME, JEWEL TONE, WAR LORD, CALIENTE, NINE
VEH and several others. 

A malvadin-red line in which FRANK ADAMS is crossed 
with as many of the reds as possible. 

The only one of these lines that would offer much chance of 
good Fl progeny would be the orange line in which some im
provements could be attained. In the other three lines dominant 
inhibitor and dominant anti-lycopene genes could hide one or the 
other or both of the characteristics des~red. Therefore great care 
should be made in the selection of or .the discarding of parents 
for the F2 generations. 

(Reprinted from Region 2 Newsletter, Summer 1976) 

REBLOOMING IRIS 

Dr. Zurbrigg diseussed the development and culture of re
blooming irises and his own experiences as a hybridizer and com- · 
mercial irisarian. Duri~~ this year of rather unique weather, hi.s 
garden had only 20-25% spring bloom, but since then no !!lore 
than ten days have passed without blooms. His ORANGE 
HONEY, for instance, has produced six stems between July and 
October and RIME FROST has bloomed intermittently. One 
related element, he felt, is that plants thwarted in the spring were 
stimulated to produce later stalks. 

The foundation of the iris, the roots, bear direct relationship 
in vigor to the success of the plant, since strong roots can pre
vent heaving and withstand drought and disease. As a class, re
bloomers are superior in growth to once-bloomers; often the suc
cess of a baby seedling can be predicted by an examination of 
its root structure, he stated. Rebloomers are now bred for stamina 
as well as beauty and produce such vigorous increase that even 
rot on a rhizome part is of little concern. 

Although reblooming irises often withstand weather prob
lems, Dr. Zurbrigg is concerned with producing stalks with thin
ner spath leaflets, since a thick green leaflet can serve as a reser
voir for moisture and cause the stalk to rot and not provide ade
quate support for the blooms .. 

Fall stems often have two or three times as many branches; 
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this can be a problem if the result is a contorted mass of bloom. 
Dr. Zurbrigg hopes that this will be bred out. A strong stalk, 
that well displays its blooms, is vital. Unless truly unique, a 
seedling whose stalk doesn't stand up should be thrown out. One 
example in his garden was a "dog's breakfast" of white and yel
low with a blue beard. 

Among his recent successes in this quest is "Violet Miracle" 
a child of VIOLET CLASSIC (Jolly Goliath X Violet Supreme) 
crossed with an involved line including LOVELY AGAIN, 
TUXEDO, RED DUET, etc. Larger than JOLLY GOLIATH, 
this stalk branched at the ground, with half cut for display and 
half left in the garden. One half was 44" tall with many buds, 
well-spaced; four blooms opened at a time for good display. 

The number of buds produced by rebloomers, he repeated, 
has often been exceptional : sometimes as many as 22 blooms 
per stalk. This is good if a thick st.em can provide nourishment 
to all blooms and display them without crowding. 

Iris foliage needs improvement and Dr. Zurbrigg expressed 
the hope that some day hybridizers will devote breeding pro
grams to this. Resistance to leaf spot, outer leaves that die quick
ly, curl up and destroy themselves and interesting foliage pat
tern are all to be desired. 

One of his lines involved attempts to produce striped foliage, 
using the "Zebra" iris. Infertile offsprings were produced. Some 
had completely white foliage with a leukemia-like condition; 
these died. 

In recent years, he had felt that seedlings producing 9 or 10 
leaves per fan were usually destined to rebloom. He now qualifies 
this; they may "explode." Some produce so many leaves that 
they burst and rot without letting the stems come up. 

He has also noted that seedlings showing a purple base on 
leaves seem more 'resistant to leaf rot and seem to be better 
growers. 

Color is, of course, the prime consideration in an iris. The 
reblooming trait originally seems to have come from recessive 
pinks with tangerine beards and, especially, plicatas. His OR
ANGE HONEY is a recent addition to the field. The plicata 
factor pops up unexp·ectedly. 

In attempting to produce a black rebloomer, no iris showing 
reblooming traits has been available for breeding in the past. 
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Usually a violet crossed with a red may give black seedlings. A 
recent approach is RAVENWOOD, a small dark flowe·r from 
the VIOLET HARMONY line. 

The white line from WINTER OLYMPICS has produced 
RIME FROST, an iris of strong character. The unusual 0 MY 
GOODNESS is now much used in the speakers breeding pro
gram. Second generation double grandchildren included three 
blue-bearded pastels. The best, "Baked Alaska," is a white with 
toasted golden brown borders and underside of the falls, set off 
by a blue beard. 

During the Question-and-Answer section of the program, 
Dr. Zurbrigg made the following comments. 

For good rebloom, irises should not have strong competition 
for nourishment. The soil should not be worn out; plants should 
not be near trees or left in over-grown clumps. Walnut trees, 
especially, can be a problem. They have extremely aggressive 
roots and may produce a toxic substance. Tomatoes will not 
grow well near them and he does not suggest an iris bed in the 
vicinity of a walnut tree. 

He fertilized once, lightly, this year in September with 
~l~lQ . 

Moisture during the heat of August is important. After 3 or 
4 weeks without water, the plant may "shut off" hopes of re
bloom. Deep watering, once each week or ten days during a dry 
August will help them live up to potential. 

Rebloomers can be planted any time, but after bloom is ideal. 
If planted in August, the iris will not usually rebloom that year. 
Some, however, move very well, including AHEAD OF TIME. 
He has even seen one iris produce bloom in its box during ship
ment. 

In a discussion of genetics, Dr. Zurbrigg stated that a cross 
of a once-bloomer and a rebloomer should produce no rebloomers. 
Rebloom is a recessive trait, but perhaps 20% of modern re
bloomers are carriers. GRAND BAROQUE has been a good 
parent, as have the first three generations from SUNSET 
BLUES, JOLLY GOLIATH and GOLIATH'S MATE. 

Mulching has advantages. The hybridizer Orville Fay al
ways mulched. This can be antiseptic and will help weaker irises 
get through the winter. 

Some irises seem much more susceptible to borers than 
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others. He suspects that something-perhaps the fragrance of 
some leaves--may attract the borer to certain plants. 

A brief slide presentation concluded the program. Among 
the Zurbrigg seedlings shown were some that, although not of 
high quality in his opinion, were unique in specific ways. Several 
showed veining, color and form that were strongly aril in ap
pearance. He has also been producing "space age" horned irises 
with extra petaloids below the beard, some exceptionally well 
poised. Dr. Zurbrigg explained how some seedlings were given 
their garden names ; one bloomed when students from a local 
high school. visited and its name bears the initials of the high 
school. Of special interest was the seedling H-60-July, JEAN 
GUYMER. The entire program produced much interest in the 
future of reblooming irises. 

Rebloorning Irises Displayied by Dr. Zurbrigg 

Among seedlings on display was L-61 .. MID OCT (.Illini 
Goldx Da Capo. X Halloween Party) X (Sdlg. X Jolly Goliath), 
a crisp white with violet peppered hafts and and excellent per
sonality. 

D 3 MID OCT (I Do X Baroque Prelude), a new seedling, 
showed a stalwart stalk. deeply branched, which beautifully 
displayed warm white blended or bicolored flowers edged in pale 
gold wash and veined in green. 

L 15 "WHITE GLAD" (pink se·edling X bees) produced a 
well balanced stalk of deeply ruffled warm white blooms. 

L D MID OCT (0 My .Goodness X H 22 Margo) was a 
deeply branched, strong stalk with many buds in mauve or violet, 
heavily marked and holding a lilting upturned form. 

Others shown included 68-30 HSVD, a deep violet seedling 
which also reblooms in August and G 83 JOHNNY, a yellow. 

Dr. Zurbrigg's popular PERFUME COUNTER, a rich deep 
violet self with a startling white beard, proved again that it is 
as noteworthy in form as in fragrance. 

ORANGE HONEY, one of his favorites, was a sunny orange 
with a brilliant tangerine beard, set off by a lighted yellow-orange 
short blaze and green veins ; three blooms were open at a time 
on an exceptionally well-branched and vigorous stalk. This varie
ty blooms frequently and is a welcome addition to the field. 

Other stalks from his garden included SATURN MOON 
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by Jeffries, a rich Saturn pink with a rosy red beard; Lowry's 
RAVENWOOD in violet-black; EBONY EMBERS by Brizen
dine, a violet IB; and Keith Keppel's SDB plicata FINE PRINT. 
Several other stalks were also displayed. 

(This summary of the FSK Chapter meeting of Octob·er 16, 1976, 
was submitted by Ann Dasch. The speaker was Dr. Lloyd Zur
brigg, hybridizer.) 

ARE THOSE (?) MY KIDS? 

By T. L. Heston 

· Grmving iris seedlings is a lot of fun and the iris genre offers 
a fantastically huge spectrum-going from the miniature dwarfs 
all the way to the tall bearded; and then in the species, the 
nomenclature is so huge that it is hard to fathom what all there 
is available. 

One of the problems in selecting seedlings, and perhaps being 
a little isolated from other enthusiasts in the same line (you can 
live in a city with thousands of people and no one else·is ·even 
interested enough to look at certain types of species)-so we have 
to go it alone. Because you are alone ·doesn't necessarily mean 
that this species or variety should be neglected and that your 
personal interests be directed to the whims of the rest of the iris 
community. If we had this uniformity of interests, this would be 
a very dull world and there would be no progress at all. 

Out in the yard, or out in the back forty we have some seed
lings growing and, by gosh, you know they're just something, 
really! I've never seen the likes of them before, and I'm absolute
ly delighted and very grateful that they're mine-all mine! I'm 
going to introduce this one, that orre, that one over there, and 
I'm sort of thinking about introducing every one in that row 
over there. 

Hey, hold it I How do you know that there isn't something 
else that is already introduced that is better than that, or iden
tical to it? Yes, that's a problem, isn't it? 

Naw, that's no problem. Just introduce them and say they 
are all super-fine, utterly fabulous and all that jazz, and you'll 
sell loads of the darned things. 
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I'm sorry, but that's already been done and it hasn't worked 
out too well. Let's be a little more realistic and give this some 
study. Okay? 

Taking the experience of some local hybridizers-what has 
been their practice? Bob and Gus Schreiner and George Shoop 
all say you have to live with those iris. They don't pitch a tent 
out in the seedling patch and camp here, but they try to spend 
every spare hour they can looking at those new seedlings in every 
light (morning, noon and late evening, and I think George Shoop 
looks at them by moonlight, too). I've seen them standing there 
in the rain with water dripping down them, looking at their seed
lings and living with them. 

In this living with the iris, one of the remarkable experiences 
in the past was watching Larry Gaulter in Cooley's Garden p;ic
ing up and down the grass, walking out a ways, and turning 
around and giving a white seedling· a quick glance over his 
shoulder and then he paced on in deep thought. I walked up to 
Larry and bid him hello, and he ignored me and continued on in 
this thought about that white seedling, and was oblivious to 
everything but the white seedling. 

Can you imagine what was going on in Larry's mind? 

'Is that the best I can do?' 

'Does it need another generation in breeding?' 

'Among all the iris I've ever seen does that one have the 
finest in form, branching and increase?' 'Is it impeccable?' 

We left Larry there in deep thought about that seedling, as 
he turned around and gave the seedling another glance to see how 
it did in the breeze that was rustling through the garden, giving 
the seedling a test against wind. 

In going through 'the seedlings with Gus Schreiner one day 
in the seedlings that had been selected and held for several years 
for study, we were amazed when he reached down and pulled up 
a seedling, and as the dirt fell away from the roots, his face regis
tered complete dis.gust, and he threw the s·eedling down to be 
picked up later and thrown away. At that particular moment the 
seedling displeased him very much and there was no further use 
for it or allowing it garden space. 

In the one and only visit in Haz·el Schmelzer's garden sever-
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al years ago Hazel said, "refuse to introduce anything that is 
in need of staking." 

Most well-known hybridizers have visitors in their garden 
and the visitors are only in that garden for an instant in time, 
and in no way have they lived with the iris. They only see that 
which is before them, but they don't see the iris in every light, 
in wind and rain, or for days upon days or weeks upon weeks. 
Several years ago in a Regional Spring meeting one of the iris 
seedlings which won the majority of votes turned out the next 
day to be an absolute dog as it went to pieces! 

In a visitor or judge picking out a seedling which they think 
is absolutely the most distinguished advancement of the moment, 
this is fine, and they should tell the hybridizer what they thought 
was best. However, the visitor or judge has not lived with that 
seedling through hell, hail, wind, or high water and a visitor 
should never hold it against the hybridizer for not introducing 
the thing. I hope that some of our newer judges are aware of 
living with the iris, too. 

Now, back to our lone wolf with no one to look at the latest 
batch of seedlings. One of the greatest ways of appraising your 
own efforts is to get out of your own yard and look at someone 
else's seedlings or named varieties and gauge them· against your 
own. Look at someone else's seedlings with an unbiased attitude. 
Okay, if that someone has better seedlings or named varieties 
than your own-admit it to yourself. This is ego-deflating, but 
it is childish to still insist that 'I'm God's gift to the iris hybridiz
ing world'. The various hybridizers who have not been able to 
face this reality have had quite serious problems in the garden, 
and I might safely say they have had rather serious psychiatric 
problems, too. 

Economically some of us don't have the funds or time to 
make visits in distant gardens. Now, what do we do? 

The AIS has the robin program, and believe me, there is a 
robin with somebody somewhere who has mutual interests no 
matter what they are. Through the robin you write back and 
forth, and you can join all sorts of robins. You get out of a robin 
just what you put in to it. Eventually you make friends with the 
people in the robin; and, out of these friendships, seeds; seed
lings, or named varieties usually get exchanged and soon you 
have your favorite seedling growing in someone else's garden 
'way off and if it is good you'll hear about it after the bloom sea
son. If it is bad you won't hear about it. 
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Several years ago Dorothy Guild in Spokane sent me some 
miniature tall beardeds in name and seedlings. Among them were 
some striking things, and one of the most amazing things was the 
robustness with which her things grew and made my own look 
sickly. 

Another way of getting your seedlings out to be appraised 
is to send them to conventions as guests. You pay the postage 
to the convention, and if you want them back, the convention 
pays for the return postage. After the convention, you will eager
ly await the results of your child and how it did. Number one, 
you'll be racing through the AIS convention report or commen
tary in the Bulletin to see if it is mentioned. If it was sensational 
it will usually be reported. If your seedling is in a limited line 
of interest, maybe one of those robin friends went to the conven
tion and they will tell you about it in the next round of the robin. 

Photography is a definite aid in hybridizing and a record of 
your efforts-in off seasons. All of us would like to have the most 
expensive and to carry the finest brand equipment; however, an 
inexpensive camera handled correctly is capable of doing every
thing the others are capable of doing, with perhaps the exception 
of close-up work. There are some inexpensive cameras which can 
do the close-ups, too I recently read of a $1.86 camera sold in the 
dime stores that gave expensive cameras a bad time in anything 
beyond two feet. Slides, photos, and even black and white photo
graphy are a most valuable method of preserving a ·record. For 
others to use the results are readily available for robins, for local 
programs, ·etc. 

Another way of seeing how your own seedlings compare to 
others, is to buy the latest variety introductions, or older va-rieties 
(depending how your pocketbook goes), plant them and study 
out the situation. 

Then there is the·criticism department, and here you'll have 
to roll with the punches. Favorable praise is always acceptable 
to most of us, but the negative is a little ha·rder to take. In ac
cepting negative criticism you can readily determine if the 
individual is nitpicking or is being just. Accept just negative 
criticism graciously and try to do better next time. Our child 
that is God's gift to hybridizers will never be able to accept the 
negative responses, and there are several of these individuals
you'll soon learn you have been banished to OZ, but don't feel 
bad about it because you're in a crowd that has been excommuni-
cated and will be in good company! · 
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The greatest problem is selecting seedlings is coming up 
with an iris that does not particularly fit into the specifications 
of the judges' manual, and in species hybridizing, the judges' 
manual could be toss·ed out the window, and the only guide is 
whether the iris is pleasing and fits a particular need. This can be 
rapidily determined by guesting the iris around and see what 
others think about it. 

One of the complaints about iris that is usually deemed un
fit to print is the uniformity among the bulk of the current in
troductions. They look like they've come out of a mold. For a 
new look for the future, a break in this uniformity has to come 
about and take place like the break between the form of the 
1920's and 30's: as compared to what we have now. What the 
style of the future will be will have to be pleasing and thought a 
step in progress. On new forms, an established hybridizer will 
get further with the variety than someone who is completely 
unknown. 

You're arrived as a hybridizer, when you can honestly say 
to yourself (and it has been heard to have been muttered rather 
quietly), "I've thrown away better seedlings than these dogs!" 
Congratulations, you're a hybridizer ! 

(Reprinted from Region 13 Bulletin, Winter '73-Spring '74) 
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HISTORIAN AND LIBRARIAN REPORT 

Elmira C. Purdy 

Our library has had a marvelous donation from a most 
generous person, who wants his name withheld. We now have 
a four foot shelf of books (hardback and papers) in our library. 
A listing of the new things in the library follows. 

Donation October 1, 1976 

The Iris Year Book 1952-1975 
published by the British Iris Society 

British Iris Society "Newsletter" No. 39-63 
A.LS. publications 

Alphabetical Check Lists 1-1949, 2-1959, 1-1969 
1974-Membership List 
3 copies What Every Iris Grower Should Know 
1 Handbook for A.I.S. Officers and Members 

Siberian Iris Society Publication 
Fall 1971, Spring and Fall 1972, Spring 1973 

Books 
The Iris Book Molly Price 1 hardback, 1 paperback 
The Iris and Its Culture Jean Stevens 
Irises Harry Randall 
Garden Irises Published by the American Iris Society 
The Iris N. Leslie Cave 
Iris Culture and Hybridizing ror Everyone 

Wilma L. Vallette 
Numerous Iris Catalogs (color) 1967-1972 
The Japanese Iris published the Japan Iris Society 

edited by Motojiro and Shuinchi 
The.Genus Iris William R. Dykes 

republication by Dover Publications 

I have disposed of the Hemerocallis Literature (VII) and 
the Magazines (VIII) Please cross these out in the Library 
Catalog. 

Nothing has b·een sent in to the Region 4 Historian Book for 
such a long time. It would be nice if each chapter would send a 
snapshot of their members in their gardens - this would give 
everyone a personal interest in the book. If the chapters have a 
newsletter or program, send one of these. 
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NEWS OF THE CHAPTERS 

EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA 

Glenn Grigg, Jr. 

The Eastern N.C. Chapter held its annual iris auction on 
Saturday, June 26, 1976 at the home of Dr. and Mrs. Roy Epper
son. Twelve members purchased $114.75 of iris to be added to a 
balance of $125.88. 

At this meeting the reason for canceling the 1976 iris show 
was explained: the early bloom season and late show schedule. 

On Saturday, October 23, 1976 the Chapter held its fall meet
ing at the farm home of Mr. and Mrs. S. E. Somers near Elon 
College. After a delicious luncheon prepared by the members in 
the area the Chairman called the meeting to order. The Treasurer 
reported a balance on hand of $238. 

Dr. Epperson reported that our Chapter auction iris for '77 
had arrived in good condition from William Bledsoe. The iris are 
four of his newest introductions. 

Mrs. Alice Bouldin, general chairperson of the '77 Iris Show 
discussed plans for the Show to be held on Friday, May 13 as 
part of the Region 4 Convention. The Show will be held at Holly 
Hill Mall, a shopping center near the Convention motel. It was 
decided to leave the show open as late as practical on Friday 
night, so many shoppers would be able to view the Show. 

General Chairman of the Regional Convention, Dr. Epper
son, then discussed plans for the Regional meeting to be held 
on Friday, May 13 and Saturday, May 14. The Convention head
quarters will be the Hilton Inn located at the Elon College ·exit 
on Interstate 85 near Greensboro. 

Plans for the Convention will be finalized at the regular 
March meeting of the ENC Chapter. 

The Chapter cordially invites all Regional members and 
friends to Elon College in 1977. · 
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FRANCIS SCOTT KEY 

Claire Barr 

FSK Chapter held its fall me·eting on October 16, at Maude's 
Restaurant, formerly Samuel Owings Inn, in Owings Mills. 
Thirty-four members and guests enjoyed a delicious buffet 
dinner. After the dinner and business meeting, Dr. Lloyd Zur
brigg presented a program on reblooming irises, complete with 
a handsome display of stalks to illustrate his interesting talk, and 
. beautiful slides and a question and answer p·eriod. It was a treat 
to the Chapter to have Lloyd visit us. 

Chapter activities during the past year have been centered 
around the Regional Meeting held here in May and hosted by 
FSK and Marydel. We were either getting ready for it or tieing 
up the loose ends. There are four new members : 

Mrs. Thomas Simpson.:_joined in May. 
Mrs. Andrew Warner-joined in late summer. 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wilson-joined at the October 16 

meeting. 

New Chapter officers are 
Chairman ........................ Bill Barr 
Vice-chairman ................ Pat Johnson 
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ann Dasch 
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Owings Rebert 
Parliamentarian .............. Rosalie Figge 

C&P 

Joseph S. Petersen, Jr. 

The Chapter held its Summer Meeting on Sunday, July 18, 
1976, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Chades Cox. 

Plans for the Iris Show to be held in May 1977 were dis
cussed. There was also a discussion of how more people could 
he made aware of the Iris Society so that they would become 
members. 

After the Business Meeting, the Coxes served delicious re
freshments. The Annual Iris Auction followed with Dr. Near
pass as auctioneer. 
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MARYDEL 

Elmira C. Purdy 

The Chapter's first meeting of the 1976-77 year was held 
on October 3 at Dick Kleen's home. New officers were introduced 
and the program for the year presented. New officers 'are: 

Chairman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elmira C. Purdy 
V. Chairman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Rumsey 
2nd V. Chairman ........... Paul Hoffmeister 
3rd V. Chairman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dick Kleen 
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jean Hoffmeister 
Treasurer ................ Margaret Dabson 
Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Esther Hillyer 
Sunshine Committee ........... Hattie Curry 

May 15 has be·en selected as the date of our show to be held 
in the Easton Fire House. Paul Hoffmeister will be show chair
man. 

July 30 will be iris auction date, to be held at the Diocesan 
Hous·e in Easton. 

We are planning to sponsor a bus trip again this spring
destination not yet decided. 

Slides of the Marydel show and members' gardens, Region 
4 convention gardens and the A.LS. national convention in Lans
ing were shown by the Hoffmeisters at our October meeting. 
Beautiful pictures and interesting dialogue. 

Marydel has gained 4 new members. Two of these resulted 
from the show and auction. 

* * * * * 

"There be many kinds of Iris or Flouer-de-luce, whereof some 
are tall and great and some little, small and low; some have 
one color, some have many colors mixed. Some have tuberous 
or knottie rootes, others bulbus or onion roots; some have leaves 
like flags, others like grass or rushes." 

John Gerade (1597) 
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