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RVP'S MESSAGE.

12/1/80

It is difficult for me to realize that it is I
who must write the HVP message for this issue., My
thanks to all of you for placing me in this position,
with particular thanks to Roy Epperson and all the
other Regional Vice-Presidents who have worked so
hard in the past, I promise to do the best that I
can, and I am going to need the help of everyone in
the region.
My mind has been playing the "what if" game.
What if attendance at regional meetings could at
least be doubled? What if every chapter in the
region were fully active, spreading the word about
our beautiful flower and constantly bringing in
new members? What if there were an active youth
organization on both chapter and regional levels?
What if members volunteered so much material for
NEWSCAST that all of it could not be printed?
What if the regional robins were so full that new
ones had to be started often?

We in Region 4 have so much to work with that
these questions are not far-fetched. I believe
that communication at all levels is extremely important. NEWSCAST has been ow: life-line of communication on a regional level. We thank Rena
Crumpler for her years of ha.rd work on this fine
publication as she turns it over to the new editors,
Frances and B. J. Brown. Vital, also, is communication between chapters and among individuals all
over the region. The robin program can be a great
help along these lines.
We all joined A.I.S. because we loved iris, but
we need to get to know each other, tooo So visit

someone's garden, attend a meeting, write a letter,
send an article to NEWSCAST. If you can't do any of
these things, read NEWSCAST and the A.IoS• Bulletin
and enjoy the society that way. I haven't met many
strangers among iris people, and I look forward to
getting to know many more iris friends in Region 4.
The hard work of Jean and Paul Hoffmeister and
the Marydel Chapter made the Easton fall meeting a
delight - good fellowship, food, and weather to go
along with an excellent Judges' Training Class given
by Doris Simpson. And as an added attraction there
was a fascinating trip to the Maritime Museum at
St. Michaels. Now we have Williamsburg to look forward to May 8-9, hosted by Louise and Vialter Smith.
In closing, thanks to Celeste Cox, retiring secretary, and to Sam Owens, who has been our able treasurer for so many years. The new officers and committee chairmen will try to make a good working
team in the months ahead.
Claire

EARLY JOINER
Did you know that we now have a youth member
who joined at 21 months? It is none other than
William Barr III, the grandson of our RVP, Claire
Barr and her husband, Bill.

EDITOR'S PAGE
It's almost too good to be true that our RVP has
found a replacement for your Editor of NEWSCAST.
It is especially gratifying to me personally that
Frances and B. J. Brown should take over from me
because they are eminently suited to the job.

In retiring from this office, I will quote from
the Editor's Page of some past NEWSCASTS.
From April 1968 issue: "NEWSCAST is once again
without a regular editor •••• Since the new RVP has
enough trouble without having it dumped on him, I
find myself unable to refuse to do what I can to
help get the new administration off and running."
From May, 1974 issue: "NEWSCAST has been a part
of your Editor's life for a long time. Admittedly,
it has not been an easy berth and certainly not one
that anybody has sought, else her tenure as editor
would have ended long ago. Sometimes, it has been
a thankless.task, but it has its compensations and
very satisfying ones, too. Now, it is time to relinquish the editorship to Dr. E. Roy Epperson and
it is hoped that he will receive the support and
cooperation of all of you. n
From January, 1978 issue: "Well, here we go
againl I have lost count of the number of times
I've taken back the editorship of NEWSCAST after
thinking it was safely in the hands of another
editor. Since assuming his duties as RVP, it is
apparent why Roy cannot continue in the job so he has "conned" me into doing it. However, he
assures me that he will "search diligently" for
another editor. (When have I heard that story before?)"
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Well, I hope this will be 'IJIY last :retirement.
has always been special to me and it will
remain so. However, I must admit that the past
few issues have been a tremendous effort, and it
becomes more and more difficult to get you members
to send in material.

NE~'ISCAST

I hope you will cooperate with your new editors
by showering them with. good articles for NE.~ISC.AST.
We can always make a good publication better.

MINUTES

EXECUTIVE BOARD-REGION 4-A.I.S.
October 11, 1980
The executive board meeting of Region 4, A.I.s.
was called into formal session by Hegional Vice
President, E. Roy Epperson at 4115 P. M. on October
11, 1980 in the Garden Room of the Tidewater Inn in
Easton, Md. Dr. Epperson stated that it has been a
privilege to serve for 4 years as R.V.P. but he regretted not being able to attend the national raeetings. He also stated that Region 4 is coming again
to prominence in the National Organization and with
Claire Barr as R.V.P. we should move even further.
Election of officers is usually done in the
spring, but since there wasn't a meeting this year,
the nominating committee presented the following
slate of officers as published in the April NEHSCAST:
R.V.P. •••. ••••••••• Claire Barr (Mrs. Wm.)
Asst. R.V.P. ••••••• Blanche Rice (Mrs. A. W.)
Secretary •••••••••• Carol Warner (Mrs. A. Ce)
Treasurer •••••••••• Norman Clouser
Hist.-Libr •••••••••• Polly Price (Mrs. A. H.)
There being no additional nominations from the
floor, Jean Hoffmeister moved that the nominations
be closed. The slate was then elected by acclamation.
Cla~re Barr, as the new R.V.P. then took charge
of the meeting and a rising vote of thanks was
given to theHoffmeisters, Mr. Purdy, and the Marydel Chapter for arranging for this meeting. He
also thank Mrs. Thomas Simpson for her outstanding
presentation on Louisiana Iris for the judges'
training session.

Treasurer: Mr. Owens presented the treasurer's
report which will be printed in full. The treasurer's
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report was accepted and will be filed.
Jean Hoffmeister
registrations and 9
meeting. She moved
in to the treasurer
have been paid.

reported that we had 29 full
part registrations for this
that any excess money be turned
for Region 4 after all expenses

Membership: Helen Rucker's report is published
in the September NEWSCAST. A few memberships have
been received since publication and they were listedo Two were present at the meeting, Mrs. Helen
Walsh and Mr. Richard Sparling. A report from the
National Chairman, Ron Mullin, shows A.I.S. with
over 6,300 members. R.V.P. Claire Barr was glad
to hear of these increases but is bothered by the
number of inactive chapters in Region 4.
Judges• Trainingt Dr. Epperson reported that we
can have a total quota of 48 judges in the region.
We now have 14 garden and 8 apprentice judges for
a total of 22 quota judges plus 23 non-quota judges.
He is hopeful that in the next 3 years we will have
some new apprentice judges.
NEWSCAST Editors Rena Crumpler reported that
about one-half the cost of NEWSCAST has been saved
by using the new format. Rena has done an outstanding job as NEWSCAST editor and was given a vpte of
thanks for her work over the years. She accepted
the position on a temporary basis again four years
ago and was glad to announce that B.J. and Frances
Brown have agreed to take it over after the January
issue.
Budget Committee& Dr. Rice reported that this
has been a fairly inactive committee but our financial picture is looking better.
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Median Irisesa Mrs. Paul Hoffmeister•s report
was presented and will be printed in NEWSCAST.
Reblooming Irises: Dr. Lloyd Zurbrigg's report
was presented and will be printed in NEWSCAST.
Exhibitions: Dr. Epperson reported that there
were 5 shows in the region this year, 4 of which
were A.I.s. accredited. Claire Barr read a letter
describing the "growing gardentt which was a part
of the show given by the North Carolina Mountain
Iris Society.
Photosra12hx: Slides taken by Dr. Nearpass were
included in the program given on Friday evening.
Publicity and Public Rela~ions: Rena Crumpler's
report was presented and will be printed in NEWSCAST.
Auctions 9nd Awardst Dr. Epperson reported that
no awards were given this year because we did not
have a spring meeting. The auction of beardless
iris will be held Saturday evening.
Robins: Ruby Buchanan has started 3 robins. Her
report was printed in the September NEWSCAST. Dr.
Epperson made a motion to send a check to her for
$30.00 to off set some of the postage expense for
the robins.
Chapter Reportst Chapter reports were received
from Francis Scott Key and Marydel. Marydel gave
a contribution of $150.00 to Region 4.
StatU§ of Affiliates: Dr. Epperson reported
that we have 2 affiliates in Region 4 and hope to
have 4 by the end of the year.

Popularity Poll:

Popularity poll results for
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Region 4 with only 55 members voting were given.
STEPPING OUT is still first with VANITY second.

R.V.P. Claire Barr appointed the following committee chairpersons for 19811
Parliamentarian••••••••••••• Rosalie Figge
NEWSC~T••••B.J. and Frances Brown
Conventions ••••••••••••••••• Dr. E. Roy Epperson
Judges' Training •••••••••••• Dro E. Roy Epperson
MembershiP••••••••••••••••••Helen Rucker
Auctions and Awards ••••••••• J. D. Stadler
Median Irises ••••••••••••••• Jean Hoffmeister
Reblooming Irises ••••••••••• Dr. Lloyd Zurbrigg
Robins••••••••••••••••••••••Ruby Buchanan
Photography ••••••••••••••••• Dr. D. c. Nearpass
Publicity/Public Relations •• Rena Crumpler
Edi tor-in-Chief

The nominating committee for 1981 isa
Vao - Dr. Lloyd Zurbrigg, Chair.man
w. Va. - Sam Owens
No C. - Glen Grigg
Md. - Alice Miller
The spring meeting will be held in Williamsburg
in 1981 and judges' training will. be in the garden
of Walter and Louise Smith. Infoxmation will be
sent out to all members.
As R.v.P. Dr. Epperson asked F.S.K. to host the
spring 1982 meeting.
Dr. Epperson suggested that we have a joint spring
1983 meeting with Region 5, probably to be held in
Charlotte, N. c. He will investigate this further.

Luray, Va. has been suggested as a site for the
fall 1981 meeting. No decision has been made.
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Claire Barr gave a report on "River Fam", which
is the headquarters of the American Horticulture
Society. As a national A.r.s. project, 3 raised
beds 20' X 4 1 have been planted and additional space
is promised.
A final report was given on A.I.S. awards for
1980 by Roy Epperson.
!here being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned at 6:00 P. M.
Carol Warner
MEMBERSHIP REPORT-ocTOBER 11, 1980

This report is from January 1980 to the present
date. The membership lists with additions and corrections have been printed in NEWSCAST issues JAN., APRIL and SEPT., 1980. My thanks to Rena
Crumpler for her time and help with these reports.
One packet from Mr. Ronald Mullin, A.I.S. Membership Secretary, has come since the September NE\'SCAST. This lists new members for F.s.K. - l, (Delete l youth member), C. & P. - l, E.N.C. - l, W.N.,C.1, Norfolk - 1, Blue Ridge - 4. These have had a
welcome letter and copy of September NEWSCAST.
Chaizman of Chapters have been notified. This is my
routine procedure for the new members.

The following figures are from January 1980 thxu
these last members.

o.c. MD.

8 listingssingles- 8 adult- 8 mem.
-90 listings-13 double -103 adult+ 2 youth-105 mem.

N.C. -86 listings-14 double -100
VA. -73 listings-16 double - 89
W.VA.-12 listings- 3 double - 15
Yoyj;h- 9 listingssinglesTotal-Q.78listings+46 doubles-315
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adult+ 6 youth-106
adult+ l youth- 90
adult- 15
9 youthadult+ 9 youth.=324

mem.
mem.
mem.
mem.

The following figures are for same period for NEW
and DElETED members&
FoS.K. - New-5, (1-LIFE member), Delete-adult 2, Y -4.
Marydel - New-Youth l, Delete 3.
c. & P. - New 5 Adult, 1 Youth, Delete 3o
E.N.C. - New 11 Adult, 1 Youth.
W.N.C. - New 26 Adult, l Youth, Delete 2.
B.R. - New 7.
Norfolk - New 4.
WoVa. - New 3, Delete 4.
Total - New 40, Youth 4; Delete 14 Adult and 4 Youth
These figures are included in the listings by ,
States. The total membership at this date stands
at 315 adult member and 9 youth members - total of
324 members.
Suggestion - When members are lost by death, we
ask that the Chairman please let us know. It is
the best way to keep your records correct.
Helen Rucker,
Membership Chail'man

REBLOOMING IRIS
The new "Royal Four" iris robin has
more information about reblooming iris
than heretofore. It would appear that
this type of iris is bringing us quite
members.

given me
in our region
interest in
a few new

Just the end of September I spoke to the Garden
Clubs of America, Shenandoah Valley region, and in
the question and answer period following, it became
evident that several of the ladies had given up growing iris because of problems with the borer or with
diseases. I was able to assure them that the rebloomers, while not borer-proof or disease-proof,
are much hardier than the corresponding once-blooming iris. Many of the ladies were intrigued with
the prospect of getting bloom evert month of the
growing season.
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One of the most encouraging reports of rebloom
came from J. D. Stadler, our president of the North
Carolina Iris Society. A goodly portion of this
rebloom came in June and July, the hardest months
in which to obtain blooms. There is also considerable interest in the Carolina Mountain Iris Society
with regard to growing reblooming iris.
Here in Radford there were some stalks every
month of the growing season, but not the continuous season of bloom of two years ago. The most
prolific cross for surmner bloom, and also for fall
bloom, was I 00 X ENGLISH COTTAGE. One fine white
seedling of high quality bloomed in May, in June,
in July and was sending up an August stalk when I
dug and divided it. This really does make the
prospect of having everblooming iris seem very close
to being realized.
It was very pleasing to your chai:rman, to have
considerable rebloom or maiden summer bloom on
seedlings of HALT, itself only an occasional rebloomer. There was a particularly attractive yellow
from HALT X EARL in late September.
Another occasional rebloomer that has given much
fall bloom, albeit very late in the season, is SISTER
HEI.EN, and I am referring to its seedlings. There
is a good expression of stalks presently in the cross
with I IXl. In the sparse spring blooming on these
seedlings, all were white or blue. There was both
spring bloom and July bloom on a seedling from SISTER
HEI.EN X RIME FROST, and this was a blue of considerable qUality. There was also a fall stalk on a
seedling from GRAND DAME X SUMMER HOLIDAYS, and this
one had very good quality. It would appear that we
might be optimistic about really blue remontants in
the very near future.
Lloyd A. Zurbrigg, Chairman
Reblooming Iris
1h

TRE.A.5URER'S REPORT
REGION 4 AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY
From October 2, 1979 to October 6, 1980
Balance from last treasurer's report

$1,343.81

RECEIVED:

10/23/79
10/23/79
10/23/79
10/23/79
ll/30/79
11/30/79
7/8/80
7/31/80

Francis Scott Key Chapter Contr.
Marydel Chapter Contribution
Blue Ridge Chapter Contr.
Pre-Registration-Radford Meeting
Eastern N.C. Chapter Contribution
Western N.C. Chapter Contribution
Western N.C. Chapter Contribution
Blue Ridge Chapter Contribution

TOTAL RECEIVED

150.00
150.00
200.00

75.00
50.00

75.00

ioo.oo

200.00

$1,000.00

DISBURSED a

10/4/79
10/4/79
lO/'i.3/79
1/19/80
1/19/80
l/19/80
5/6/S!J
6/20/80
6/20/80
9/12/.80
9/li/_80
9/30/80
9/30/80
9/30/80

Helen Rucker MEMBERSHIP EXF.
44.43
E. Roy Epperson - Postage
15.00
Claire Barr-Pre-Registration Exp.
53.03
Bulk Mailing Pexmit for 1980
40.00
Jan. NE\'4SCAST-Rena Crumpler
185.14
Kay Cooper-Postage Jan. NEWSCAST
27.22
April NEWSCAST-Rena Crumpler
184.01
Mailing Apro NEWSCAST-Rena C:rumpler 27.58
Helen Rucker-Membership Exp.
19.12
Tranquil Lake Nursery-Iris Fall Auct. 33.00
Bay View Gardens-Fall Meet. Auct Iris 37.00
Helen Rucker-Membership Exp.
13.58
Sept. NEWSCAST-Rena Crumpler
178.55
Kay Cooper Mailing Sept. NEWSCAST
24.45

TOTAL DISBURSED

882.11

BALANCE IN CHECKING ACXT.

528 .15

BAL. IN SAVING ACCf. includes int. $211.23 1,011.16

$1,539.31

TOTAL BAI..At£E
$45058

RESERVED FOR A MEMORIAL FUND
Sam 0'111.'ens, Treasurer
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PUBUCITY AND PUBUC RELATIONS

During the past year, we have continued to send
NEWSCAST to key iris people throughout the country.
Through these people, the RVPs and the Editors who
pass NEWSCAST down to members of the various regions,
the series of articles entitled "Commonsense"Approach
to Growing Irises", has been requested by a number
of individuals. We ran out of extra copies of f orrner
NEWSCASTS so it was necessary to have the entire
series duplicated. It must now be duplicated again
because a couple of the Roanoke garden clubs have
requested a copy for each of their members. They
are clubs that have visited my garden regularly
for some years and have now decided to initiate
projects on irises. This year they purchased rhizomes for each of their members hoping to grow
them for competition in 1981.
Marydel received good newspaper publicity complete with pictures when they planted rebloomers.
The North Carolina shows continue to receive attention by the public and the press.
The Blue Ridge Chapter still maintains an iris
bed at the Roanoke Garden Center which contains the
very new irises purchased for auction as well as a
few SDBs and 8 Siberians. Celeste Cox is furnishing irises for a Washington planting and I hope she
will be present at our fall meeting to tell you more
about it.
I have started an official Siberian Display garden which now contains 40-50 select varieties and a
few guests. I mention this under P.R. because there
are no other Siberian Display gardens in the region
and I undertook it solely to cooperate with the
Siberian Iris Society.
Rena Crumpler, Chai:rman
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MEDIAN IRISES
October ll, 1980
Medians enjoyed another excellent season here
and elsewhere. Especially at the Tulsa, Okla Na ..
tional Convention, the intermediates were in their
full glory. Except for the Medians, the Convention
would have been another bud convention. Quite a
few standards were showing off their divergent colors
and markings. Among those were JOYFUL, Gatty; COMBO,
Hager; MIDNIGHT MADNESS, Dyer; RASPBERRY BLUSH, Hamblen; and a very excellent seedling, D 1, of Perry
Dyer. But the intermediates led the parade.. Next
spring I shall compose a list of newer medians for
the home garden.
We held a Median meeting in ou:r home this spring,
viewing the standard dwarfs in bloom, making selections and evaluating their growth and plant habits.
Eighteen were present. Fortunately, we planned on
the right day for the standards were in full bloom.
For those of you who wish to view our display garden
in Neavitt, Md. on The Eastern Shore, peak bloom is
around April 27th. Perhaps a phone call prior would
be wise for weather conditions vary extremely.
Jean M. Hoffmeister
Median

Chairman

BLUE RIDGE CHAPTER

The Blue Ridge Chapter met in May for a judges'
training course, conducted by Rena Crumpler at her
home with eight members attending. I felt it was
one of the best courses we have had offered to us.
After lunch we toured the local gardens. The following week we toured Bl~cksburg and Radford gardens.

On June 28, we had our annual covered dish luncheon
and iris sale. l'ie had a profit of over $400.00 of
which $200.00 was given to Region 4, and $200.00
was spent on irises for our garden we maintain at
the Garden Center in Hoanoke. These irises are dug
the following year and offered for sale along with
irises donated by chapter members.
Our fall meeting was held at my home.
the coming year were elected:
Chapter Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer

-

Officers for

Dr. Lloyd ZUrbrigg
Norman Clouser
Charlotte Kabler
Mabel Stephenson

We look forward to the new year with new ideas and
much enthusiasm.
Millie Trent

FRANCIS SCOTT

t~Y

IRIS SOCIETY REPORT

Francis Scott Key is a very active society. Our
show in May and our sale in June were both very successful. Some rhizomes were ordered from California
for our sale this year. Sale receipts were $978.00
and the clear profit from the sale was $767. 78.
The nominating committee has asked all the officers from last year to serve again. The officers
for 1980-81 will be:
President: Carol Warne:r
Vice President: Rosalie Figge
Recording Secretary: Vickie Dorf
Corresponding Secretary: Doris Rebert
Treasureri Owings Rebert
Membership Chairmen: ~larner and Libby Brown
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Next year for Francis Scott Key looks exciting.
We are planning a show on Bay 23rd, a garden tour
day, and a sale on July 18th.

Plans are well under way for F.S.K. to host the
Region 4 Spring Meeting in 19820 Five of our gardens will be on tour at that time and will have
guest plants from regional hybridizers.
Carol Warner, Pres.

MARYDEL CHAPTER REPOHT

October 10, 1980
Highlight of 1980 for the Marydel Chapter was
our Show on May 18. The Horticultural Section,
always beautiful, was complemented by the fine
Artistic Section under the co-chairmanship of
Martha Cope and Virginia Padufaly. The theme was
"Iris in /;lythology."

Our successful sale and auction on July 26 was
greatly augmented by the Hoffmeisters• large donation of Tall Bearded Iris. As part of the sale,
they provided $100.00 worth of iris to a local golf
course, poetically named "Hog Neck. 11
Our theme for the coming year is 11 The World of
Iris", with emphasis on expanding the iris season
through use of species and rebloomers. We are
initiating a news letter within the chapter, edited
by our Publicity Chai:rman, Jim Copeo Theme for the
Artistic Section of our 1981 Show will be "A Day in
the World of Iriso"
Willa Owens,
Chairman, Marydel Chapter
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
January 15, 1981
MARYLAND ..

Francis Scott Key New Members Mr. & Mrs. William E. Barr, Jr., 208 Meland.hon Ave.,
Lutherville, Md., 21093
Master William E. Barr, III, 208 Melancthon Ave.,
lutherville, Md., 21093 (21 mos. old when joined)
Mrs. Lucille A. Houck, 2823 Roselawn Ave., Baltimore,
Maryland 21214
Mrs. Chris G. Smith, 70 Trevanion Rd., Taneytown,
Maryland 21787
Mrs. Helen F. Walsh, 158 Liberty ::1t., Westministe:r,
Maryland 21157
Mr. Michael R. Warns, 21643 Keeney Mill Rd., Freeland,
Maryland 21053 - (YOUTH)
Delete -

·

Miss Barbara Beasley, Leonardstown, Md., (YOUTH)
Mrs. Dudley Brownell, Glen A:rm, Md., (Lost by Death)
Marydel New Members Mrs. Consola H. Frisby, Rt.#2, Box 144A, Trappe,
Maryland 21673
Mr. & Mrs. Ira c. Lednum, 714 Elizabeth St., Easton,
Maryland 21601
Addition &Correction M;:. & Mrs. F.-1.t..,_Tinker, 201 Green St., St. Michael's,
Maryland 21663
Chesapeake & Potomac New Members Mr. Richard c. Sparkling, 18016 Lafayette Dr.,
Olney, Maryland 20832 (JGl Garden)
Mr. Stephen G. Webber, 9180 Main St., Damascus,
Maryland 20750
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Change of address Camelot Garden Club - Mrs. Robert Cody, 3703 King
Arthur Rdo, Annandale, Va. 22003
Correction - Mrso George- Ao Thomas, Herndon, Va.
22071 (Zip only)

NORTH CAROLINA Eastern North Carolina New Member North Carolina Iris Society, Mr. J. D. Stadler,
· 1613 Country Club Rd., Reidsville, N. c. 27320
Corrections Mrs. Barbara Trogdon, 405 instead of 605, Greensboro;
North Carolina
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph !k, Parker, Durham, N. c. (inital
only)
Wes}ern North Carolina New Member Mrs. Kathleen Lancaster, P. o. Box #391, Hendersonville, N. c. 28739
Delete Mrs. Audrey Miller, Kannapolis, N. c. (duplicate
listing - she is Mrs. Farris L. Miller)
Mr. Walter E.. Johns - Tyron, N. c.
VIRGINIA Blue Ridge New Members Mrs. Elaine P. Hulbert, Rt. #3, Box 57, Floyd, Va.
24091 (Transfer from Reg. I)
Dr. & Mrs. Ralph Mawdsley, Rt#2, Box 62, Lynchburg,
Virginia 24501
Ms. Donna w. Wade, 38 Woodland Hills Drive, Blacksburg, Virginia 24060
Mr. & Mrs. David G. Walsh, Rt.#3, Box lOOK, Broadway, Virginia 22815 (JG-I-Garden)
Change of Address Captain Stan Gray, Rto#l, Box 123B, Raphine, Va.
24472 (Transfer from E.N.C - 28307)
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Change of Address (Cont.)
Mrs. Clytie B. McCoy, "The Forest", A.pt #9, 2938
Tree Swallow Rd.,, S., We, Roanoke, Va. 24018
Mrs. c. P. Stephenson, Sr., 1955 Braeburn Dr.,
Apt. A-5, Salem, Va. 24153
Dr. Lloyd Zurbrigg, Box #5691, Radford College,
Radford, Va., 24142 (LIFE MEMBER)
(Home add new - 708 Noblen st., Radford, Va.
24142)
Norfolk New Member Mr. w. B. Hawkinson, 2217 N. Oliver Drive, Virginia
Beach, Va. 23455
Richmond New Member Mrs. L. H. Leavitt, 604 Stuart Drive, Mechanicsville, Va. 23111
EXTRA - Note _,

Page 3 only - Correct house number for C.& P. Chapter
Chairman - ~r. Josephs. Peterson, Jr., - should
be 7401 Calamo St.
Helen Rucker
Membership Chairman

UFER ???

Our new life member is our old friend and member
of long standing, Lloyd Zurbrigg. He is Reblooming
Chairman and also Chairman of the Blue Ridge Chapter.
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1980 SYMPOSIUM RESULTS - REGION 4
There were 292 varieties that received at least
one vote.
There were 65 write-in voteso
Only 17% of the membership of Region 4 voted.
Variety

No. of Votes

10 ---------- CRANBERRY ICE,. GREEN-EYED LADY
KILT LILT, lOUOOUN BEAUTY, MING
DYNASTY, PINK SLEIGH, SAPPHIRE
HILIS, WINE A.ND RCSES
11 ---------- BAYBERRY CANDIE, IXJSKY DANCER,
NAVY STRUT, ONE DESIRE
12 ----------DOVER BEACH, GOING MY WAY, LOOP
THE. lOOP, MARY FRANCES, PINK
TAFFETA
13 ---------- DEBBY RAIRDON
14 ---------- MYSTIQUE
15
................. CAMELOT ROSE, LATIN LOVER,
SPINNING WHEEL, STUDY IN BLACK

17 ---------CUP RA~, LEMON MIST, ICE
SCULPTURE
19 ................... LORD BALTIMORE
20 ---------- BRIIE'S HALO, SHIPSHAPE.
23 ---------- VANITY
26 ---------- STEPPING our
WRITE-IN VOTES

4 ................... BEVERLY SILIS
2 .................. ATLANTIC RIPPLES, CAROUNA GOID,

LOUDOUN CAMEO, SONG Of NORWAY,
SPIRIT OF MEMPHIS, STRAWBERRY
SENSATION, TINSEL TOWN
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From The AIS Region 2 NEVlSl.ETTER, Spring 1978
Albert de Groat Ed.
The process of CLONING has received much publicity lately, particularly since science has as•
sured us that it has already been accomplished in
animals. Current controversy centers around a
book which describes its supposely successful accomplishment in humans. Irisarians are encouraged to read the following treatise by our own
Bill McGarvey. We are taking the liberty of
"borrowing" it from the pages of The Siberian Iris,
Spring 1977.

EVOWTION
William McGarvey

The Process Described by the Scientific Principle
is Always in Operation.
Theoretical science has the purpose of explaining events that happen in nature in such a way that
we can understand them. Why apples fall down rather
than up when released is a good example of such a
principle. The theoretical scientist presents his
explanations by means of statements in which concepts
are combined into sentences called principles. All
scientific knowledge is presented this way although
the concepts may be expressed in abstract symbols
rather than in words.
The applied scientist, on the other hand, does
not build principles; he tries to apply those already developed to the solution of immediate problems, usually practical ones. Norbert Weiner of
MIT was unusual in that he was both theoretician
and applier in his activities. He invented the
science of cybernetics and also designed the first
comprehensive compute based on his principles.
Once developed and understood, a scientific princi-

ple can be used by almost anyone. The iris hybridizer who expects to have any reasonable degree
of success puts the scientific principles of Darwinian evolution and Mendelian genetics~to considerable use.
Evolution is a process which is always in
operation. Its effect is the survival and change
in living species. The evolutionary process depends on the presence of particular kinds of genes
in the chromosomes of some members of each species
of living thing, even bacterium. These genes come ·
into action when environmental changes threaten
the continuing existence of a species. Those individuals, perhaps just a few, that have genes,
and hence characteristics, that make it possible
for them to survive in the new conditions of the
changed environment are the ones that will be
parents of the next surviving generations. Those
that lack this adaptability die.
Since the evolution of a given species depends
on the operation of the genes and chromosomes carried by its individual members the process operates
independently of how it may operate in any other
species. Nonetheless, what happens to one species
may seriously affect the survival of another. For
example, some insects have developed resistance
to the lethal effects of (the now banned) DDT.
This resulted in the survival of those insect
species and the continuing and even inc:reased disadvantage to the human f anner whose plants are attacked. by the survivors. The increase or decrease
of a food ~r predator species can influence what
happens to another. If a rabbit disappears from
a given area, foxes w.ill starve and die as well.
The changes brought about by the processes
depe~d on the fact .

of evolution most frequently
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of sexual reproduction but there are some other
possibilities. Pure chance could produce a mutation which would have survival value. But even
here sexual reproduction would be :required to
carry the mutation forward to following generations.
CJ.29ing - the asexual reproduction of a
single individual - has advantages and disadvantages. The vegetative increase of the iris plant
makes it possible for people all over the world
to have my favorite Siberian iris, EGO. Each
person who saw it has exactly the same plant as
every other person has. Newly developed techniques are making it possible to clone animals
and eventually it will be possible for exact duplicates of yourself to be created. How we will
enjoy the idea of fifty or five thousand duplicates of oneself is still to be considered. But
cloning has some sharp disadvantages. An orchard
of Mackintosh apples is an orchard of trees from
the same clone. All Mackintosh trees could be
destroyed in that orchard and in the world, by a
disease that is specific to that clone. This is
the kind of problem that is a danger to any plant
(or animal) which is multiplied by the technique
of cloning.

A majority of the irises in commerce are
divisions of clones that for one reason or another
were judged to be superior to the other seedlings
from the same cross. The chances are high that
at the same time that this clone was selected its
hybridizer judged to be better in sane ways than
all similar irises then in comnerce. Plant collectors also select clones from among the wild
populations they visit unless, of course, they
select seed pods. In fact this is what did happen for many perennial plants such as irises.
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Frequently only one or two plants from a wild
population were brought into domestic cultivation.
Obviously the pool of genes resulting from the
small number of selections of a species will be
sharply smaller than the pool found in the wild
population.
For certain iris species the number of collected clones seems to have been very small indeed. Beyond the small number, some of those
collected did not find the new environmental
conditions at all favorable. These clones quickly died. On the other hand, some found the new
locations very favorable. These lived and prospered. Among those that died, some lived long
enough to produce progeny. It is from this last
group and from those that prospered that hybridizers get the seedlings that give them the opportuni ty to put evolutionary processes to experimental use.
For example, I received a pod of I, fulva
which was collected from a wild population in
Louisiana, USA. The flowers on one appeared
to me to be a bit better than those on the others
though there was small difference among themo I
self-pollinated the flowers on that plant and obtained more than one hund:red seedlings from this
combination. The parent plant, its siblings, and
all the new seedlings died over the next few years,
except one which has survived. Eventually that one
plant was registered and named DEVIL'S ADVOCATE.
(Actually I should be a bit ashamed of myself for
naming one of the most interesting plants in my
garden with a name that has nasty connotations.)
Not only does it survive in the extremes of winter
weather we get here in Oswego, NY but it reblooms
as well. It is very plain that this deviate from
the swamps of Louisiana c.a:rries genes (I am sure
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it carries multiple genes) that make it possible
to prosper in an environment that killed off one
hundred fifty more of its species. Out of interest
I have purchased other clones of fulva and they
have all died - usually in the first winter after
I planted them.

By depending on the evolutionary processes to
do the selecting for me I have the one fulva plant
that is fittest to survive in Oswego and one that
reblooms to boot.

At a late date I decided to t:ry an even more
radical experiment involving the species I. forrestii.
After some very unsatisfactory experiences trying
to grow 40-chromosome Siberians in conditions suitable for Tall Bearded irises I accepted the fact
that the Siberians are all meadow plants and that
the 40-chromosome species must have these conditions.
I provided acid (5.3pH) soil, moist and humusy with
full sun, and had no more trouble growing the 40chromosome species and their hybrids. I developed
some very good clones of !• chns_ographes and .L.
forrestii. Some of these were good enough to
register and to introduce, but the gardeners who
grew them did not have too much success with them
because they did not provide the meadowy conditions
that they required. Recognizing that such conditions are sometimes difficult for gardeners to
maintain in the ideal state, I decided to t:ry to
see if the evolutionary processes would operate
to give me forrestii plants that would grow under
ordinary garden conditions.
In 1972 I planted 126 seedlings from KING'S

FORREST selfed. KING'S FORREST is pure I. fotrem!
and is a good example of the species. I registered
and introduced it in 1969. It has also been an
excellent parent and has produced plants more hand-
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some than its own. Instead of planting the 126
seedlings in conditions that I now knew were
favorable for this 40-chromosome species I planted them in sandy, very well drained soil. My
prediction for these seedlings was that all would
die promptly. But my results, though almost in
line with my predictions, were a bit wrong. Between 1972 and 1976 all but four of these seedlings
died. However, I now have four strong and healthy
looking I. forrestii plants growing in conditions
that, in my experience are all. wrong for them.
It is true that the time period between 1972 and
1976 is a bit on the short side to feel that I
now have a start on upland forestii but the fact
that all the siblings died and that the ones remaining show no signs at all of poor growth almost convinces me that I would not get it. It
would seem that I, f orrestii carried genes that
again allowed the surv'ival of the fittest in new
and extreme environmental conditions. I shall,
of course, report on the survivors at some later
date.
It should he noted that those who wish to
make similar experiments will be well advised to
plant sizable numbers of seedlings, since planting them in adverse conditions does mean that
the best prediction for them is that they will
all die. But even one survivor from such an attempt means that a previously difficult species
may have evolved into a good garden subject.
One of the four survivors of the I. forresY.!
experiment - if it continues to live - is quite
different from a majority of the species beyond
the fact that it has shown the ability to survive
envirorunental conditions known to be unfavorable
to its species. This plant is shorter than any
other of the hundreds of .I. forrestii clones I

29

have known. It has a pretty flower with flaring
arched falls and should be suilable for the front
of a mixed border or even be useful in an Alpine
garden. So once again I have something more than
a mere survivor. It should be remembered that
these other characteristics, when favorable, are
matters of pure chance since they were not taken
into account in the experiment. My use of the
words 'mere survival' suggests that survival in
this case is not very important. This is misleading since the survival of the group of four
seedlings can have a significant influence on
the development of I. forrestii plants for general
garden use. Since this has not been true in the
past for any of the 40-chromosome species my experiment to test the evolutionary potentialities
could prove to be quite a useful one.
It is important for the hybridizer to recognize that the decisions made in planning a
cross will bring the theory of evolution into
operation whether this is the intention or not.
The most obvious example of this point is found
in observing the results of breeding programs
that emphasize the development of one set of
characteristics while ignoring another. The
hybrldizer's efforts to produce 'better' showbench hunting dogs was very successful from the
point of view held by show people. But from the
point of view of the hunting fraternity it was
devastatingly destzuctive. To a significant
degree the show-bench hunting dog has lost its
hunting characteristics. This result was not
sought by the show--bench hybridizers. . It came
about because the characteristics that are important in the dog actually used for hunting were ignored by the show-bench hybridizer and do not influence the suJ."Vival of the breeds of dogs involved.
If these breeds of dogs had to depend on their hunting faculties to avoid starvation there would be
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a bias in favor of those characteristics and an
evolution produced by a hybridizer•s breeding
program can be almost as effective as a bias
produced by the survival value of specific characteristics.

SPRING MEETING - 1981
The 1981 meeting of the membership of Region 4
will be held in Williamsburg, Virginia, on Friday
and Saturday, May 8 and 9, 1981. The meetings will
be held at the Fort Magruder Inn and Conference Center. The details of housing will be sent to you
with the general mailing about the meeting. The
host garden is that of Louise and i'lalter Smith on
Hickory Signpost Road. !his past summer, Louise
and Walter received and planted approximately 75
selected seedlings and introductions of Region 4
hybridize.rs. This should make 1981 a good year for
the awarding of the Bobbie Lee Evans Award for best
Region 4 seedling! Judges' Training will be held in
the garden on Saturday moming. The emphasis will
be on Garden Judging of Tall Bearded Irises. Experienced accredited judges of Region 4 will serve
as instructors in small groups in the garden. This
will be an excellent opportunity to learn from the
experiences of the "old-timers". Plans are not complete at this time, but it appears that there will
be a get-together with auction on Friday night, JT
on Saturday morning, box lunch in the garden, and
Saturday afternoon open to enjoy Williamsburg itself. There will be a dinner meeting on Saturday
evening. Of course, everyone is invited to the open
meeting of the Executive Board on Friday afternoon.
Full details will be forthcoming in a mailing to
each of you!! Plan .!lQ!! to enjoy spring in \1illiamsburg!!!

Roy Epperson
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1981 NATIONAL CONVENTION

Would you like to see America's best botanical
garden? Missouri Botanical Garden (Shaw's Garden)
is described in c. Paul Luongo's recent book, ~
~Best 100, as America's best botanical garden.
This garden will be toured during the 1981 Iris Convention. In the botanical garden, in addition to
iris, there are the Climat:ron, the Desert House, the
Linnean House, the Mediterranean House, the extensive rose gardens and the 14-acre Japanese garden.
Two other gardens to be included on the first day's
tour, Thursday, May 14, are the Polly Chism garden
at Crystal City, Missouri and the Delores Kassly
garden in Fairview Heights, Illinois.
The next day, Friday, May 15, conventioners will
see the gardens of Louise and Gus Bellagamba, Jean
and Jim Morris, Marie and Mark Dienstbach, Betty
and Russ Wurl, and Betty and Roy Bohrero
The third day• s tour, Saturday, May 16, will
include the gardens of Al Roderick, Viola and George
Griff in, Clyde Hahn, Betty and Ed Knight, and Opal
Quesnel. On Saturday there will be an awards banquet at 7:30 p.m.
On Wednesday there will be a Welcome Banquet at
Also on Wednesday, the Washington Missouri
Iris Club will present an Iris Show. Entries will
be accepted from 7:30 - lliOO aom. with a limit of
twelve horticultural and six seedlings per exhibitor.
Containers will be furnished. The Show will be open
to everyone beginning at 3:00 p.mo For more information on the Show, send a stamped, self-addressed
envelope to The Show Chairman, Mrs. Julius Dutton,
Labadie, Missouri 63055.

8t00 p.m.
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REGISTRATION FEE
Received before Marc;h 15
Received from March 16 to April 15
Received after April 15

$ 94.00

ioo.oo
105.00

Mail registration to Mr. s. H. Butt, AIS Convention Registrar, 1904 Arrowhead lane, Godfrey, Ill.
62035; phone (618) 466-1842.
Partial registration rates will be given upon
inquiry to the Convention Registrar and will be
honored upon advance registration only. If it is
necessary to cancel a registration, full refund
will be made if notice is received no later than
April 20, 1981.
Mail your registration today and take advantage
of the discount.
The Convention Headquarters will be at the St.
Louis Marriott Airport Hotel, I-70 at Lambert Airport, Sto Louis, Missouri 63134; phone (314) 4239700. The hotel rates are: single, $50.00; double
$56000; triple, $60.00.
Please make hotel reservations directly with the
1. 1arriott. State that you are attending the AIS Convention. Be sure to make your hotel reservations
before April 15, 1981 because the rooms will be released to the general public after that date.
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LONG, lONG, THOUGIITS
I'd relish a drink from the old well at home,
Sparkling, refreshing and cool.
I'd like to go for a swim once more
In the field where the creek foxms a pool.
I long for the light of the kerosene lamp
With the prisms surrounding its shade,
And the friendly heat of the old coal stove
And the flickering shadows it made.
I want to ride in the sleigh again

Or perhaps on a load of hay,
Give me my simple and carefree youth My life is too complex today.
And yet, a sleigh ride was never much fun,
For my toes would inevitably freeze;
And a ride on the hay was obnoxious, too The hay always caused me to sneeze.
The old lamp smoked and its light was dim;
The stove kept me busy with chores I carried out ashes and carried in coal;
How I hated those gaping stove doors:
In sunmer the pump always had to be primed,
And in winter it had to be thawed.
I suffered from sunburn each time that I'd swim Yes, those good old days were a fraud!

My boyhood days were unpleasant, indeed;
I might just as well tell the truth.
I really don't pine for the old-fashioned ways The thing that I miss is my youth:
- Selected (Clipped from a 1945 Sat. Eve. Post)
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