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CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE 

JEAN WITT 
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With this issue we welcome our new editor, Joan Cooper of St. Paul, 
Minnesota. - And let me remind you, that we the membership are the ones 
who make her job easy or difficult--so keep your reports and species 
write-ups coming. · Nothing makes an editor happier than io have a 
~acklog of material on hand. 

Our heartfelt thanks to our outgoing editor , Bruce Richardson, for his 
many years of yeoman service in ·SIGNA'a behalf. Bruce will continue 
to print and mail our publication for the immediate future. 

We also w~lcome Alan McMurtrie as ou r new salesman of back is~ues and 
other publications, and extend our thanks to Evelyn Hayes as she 
retires from that position. 

Our thanks, too, to all those m~mQers who have so generously donated 
slides for ou~SIGNA collection. This had made possible a revised and 
updated ~pecies set, which we hope to have ready for loan by the time 
this issue:· reacnes you. ·- (Write to me directly--we still need to find 
a voluntper among our photoBrapher-members to fill the slide 
chairman's posiiion.) Our collection of sljdes of American species in 
the wild ' is progressing well, though we sti.ll are i·n need of shots of 
Louisianaa and other southern species . We're also coming alon~ with a 
parents-and-progeny set, _made up of some of the now-considerab le 
number o~ inter-series hybrids. 

The new SIGNA index is currently in progress, though we aren't making 
any promi~es at the 'moment as to its date of- publication. This will 
make for much easier access to the material in back issues, enabling 
us to review what we have accomplished in 01.,1r first 15 years (I) and 
to spot neglected areas for attention in future issues. Repeating my 
pitch -frOJD SIGNA . #30, we'd particu l arly like to receive .material on 
the ~mall Spuriaa, . the Reticulates, and the bearded spec·ie~: 

At this time of year, our special thanks to all those who collect and 
send seeds to our seed exchange. · This cont i nues to be a most 
successful activity, and depends on each end every one of us. The 
seed exchange director's job will be coming up for a change not fer in 
the futur~--we'd like to find our next director in an area where there 
would be a group of SIGNA members to assist. 

Finally, I went to ask you all to share some information with the rest 
of us on two topics--(1) how has the weird weather of 1983 affected 
your species irises? and (2) what kind of species exhibit did your 
local iris show have, and how was it received? 

May your species irises all winter without problems! 

* * .* * * * * * * * * * 



1070 

NOTES ON IRIS MISSOURIENSIS 

It's good to know that Iris mjssour1ens1s can still be found by the acre in 
m~ny parts of wests~n United States. Besides the fields reported .after Last 
year's Denver convention (see also the note by Colin Rigby on page 1085 ), we 
~PW ~c~es of this species in bloo~ this spring near EllensburJ in the Kittitas 
Valley of central Washington. . . . .. ., 

P.aeturea and other uncultivated areas 
ribrth of Central Washington State 
University near the airport· and on 
~~rr~ug~s Road hev~ ~in~ displays 
~~ound the an~ of May • . On May 15th we 
w~re con_aiderably .ahee.d of peak bloom, . 
~o. 1 t was. not . poasi b le to Judge ttte 
~~ta~t of colpr variation. · · 
; : . . . . : . 

E~rly flowers .h.ad solidly colored 
s~andarda; more blue _than violet, with 
tndistfnct dichotomous veins, light 
qtue style .arms paling toward the base, 

. ~rd .white ground fall~ veined in ViOLf:1t 
~iua. To -Y surprfse, the falls caae 

.ciose to befftg crested-the 111idline was 
d~finitaii =rtdged, wit~ a yellow l1ria 
i~ efth~r -side. I wonder 1r this is 
fypic;.. ·l of ·all pop~ ·Latio.ns of L. 
~~ss~ur1~na}a ~ ~- . 
t 

Are ~e making any pro~ress with this 
' . epeciae a• a g~rden plant? So many 
lt~tractive c'oto·r forms of it have be·en 
riepor.ted ln . tha pages of SIGNA from 
time to time,' and the seed exchange has 
~ I 

sent out col'lactec( s·eeds from many 
~ . . 

P.&rts of the west, but we seem to have 
hed very few reports on its behavior in 
g~rdens. I certainly can't claim any 
uraat aupceas with ft, eve~. with the 
~~aatal forms. How ~ss it fared with 
1Jin1e of the · rest of you?° 

~> . . 

P~eese Let our editor hear from you, 
~ither .your successes or· failures. 

JGW * * * * * * • • • 
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The gardener-breeder is allowed the choice of selecting among the 
seedlings he has raised for the improvement of · such qualities as 
constitution and vigor, hardiness and disease resistance, flower 
color, f.orm or substance, a ll-the-while ne ve r violating the pristine 
qualities of the speci es represented; or he rnay choose to combine the 
bjst of ~is seedlings wit~ the best of another species in what is 
celled a hybrid. 

The first alternate is termed improvement by selection, and all good 
gardeners practice it at Least to some degree, and the hybriding 
effort may or may not result in anything quite so innovative as a 
"really genuine" improvement; although that is ijS always an e·nticing 
possibiVity. Lynch in his Litt le Boo k of the Iris (1904) said it well 
that, "It may be important to point out that everything .is not got by 
crossing ,; " 

The greatest value of most of the early results at such interbreeding 
of iris species ~es, of course r in the revelations of species 
i nter-relationships. Certainly ea much, perhaps more, invaluable 
knowledge came from the failures, end cytologists are now impressed 
with such ~reading attempts to establish the "boundaries" of s pecies, 

: 60 to spe.ak. . . 

MiGhael foster com~anceij his work i n interbreeding irises in 1879 end 
continued to 1903, attempting in his curious pursuit to mete 
everything with anything. He meticulously recorded these results 
along with other observatlons of irfses he grew in a series of 
notebooks, where the failures ere indicated, and the results of the 
successful crosses are de scri bed and- sketched. Dykes had access to 
these records, then in the possession of Miss Ellen Willmott of the 
then famous Greet Warley Place garden {now in ruin) and he made use of 
~hem in ~~s further experiments in cross-breeding special not knoMto 
Foster. These . unpublished records were unexp oc tedly offered to Dr. 
Randolph at the archives of the Linnaeen Society o f Lo~don, ~nd he 
referred to them i n hi s repo r t of the study of European pogonirisjs in 
the 1950 BIS yearbook. 

Some few · of these hybrids may be regarded aa innovatively unique and 
individual; SI NDPERS and PALTEC come to mind; JAPOWATT was the first 
of a line 6f similar ev a nsia hybr ids, and there are many others. I t 
goes withput sayfog that if any plant i s to succeed it must be happy 
in a tia~~onious bala nce ot its surroundings as were its parents, in an 
environment neither too wet nor too d ry, too warm nor too cold, too 
shaded nor too exposed, and some are fussy a bout soil reaction. But 
before it can be expected to cope with i ts s ur r ounding s , the s ubject, 
hybrid or otherwise, must be in balance with in its own self. Maybe 
this is the major d i f ficulty of the th inking that a hybrid is a better 
plant. 'Taint necessarily so l 
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STEBBINS ON VARIATION AND EVOLUTION OF AMERICAN IRISES 

ROY DAVIDSON 

,, 
' -·-

Dr. G. Ledyard Stebbins in his book "Variation and Evolution in 
Plants" (1950) touched specifically on the accumulated knowledge 
concerning irises. Some of these excerpts explain not only the basics 
but some quite e xplicitly detailed studies. "In any sexually 
reproducing, cr o ss-fertilized species no two individuals or 
populations are exactly ~like." (p. 13.) And therefore the number of 
categories used to clas sify th~ results could be limitless. Their 
numbers and their natures depend largely on convenience: how many 
such categories give a clear picture of the amount of and nature of 
the inherent variation in a specific colony or group, i.e. · subspec.1es, 
variety, sub-variety, etc . . 

"Within Iris, a s in Solidago a nd Ceanothus, the evidence that 
ecological isolation 1s the pri~cipal barrier betweeri the species 
concerned is strengthened by the fact ~hat a disturbance of this 
barrier causes the appearance of a large number or· hybrids and hybrid 
derivatives, end thereby a great increase of gene-flow between the two 
species." · The Delta irises are especially cited here, but we know 
also this is true among the Pacific Coast populations of Celifornicaa, 
probably within subseries Chrysographes, and surely among the 

• Oncocyclus especial Ly. In the most extreme degree of this gene-flow 
between the species, both· p-hysiological and ecologi.cal boundaries, es 
well as those of cytological aig~ificence, ere wiped out in whet is 
celled "cbnvergence. 11 Th~ PCI were cited bj Lenz es what is known as 
a syngem~on, their members ~eneticelly inter-connected by a series of 
activ~ hybrid situations in . the wild. [p. 207) 

"Since I. versicolor appears at pr,sent with I, yjrginjca, but not 
with I, eetosa, the plausible assumption is made by Anderson that et 
some time in the peat I, setoee var. interior extended southeaste r ly 
to the nor~h-cent~al pa rt of North America, where it overlapped the 
territory· of I, yirginjca var. ehrevej. There the h.ybridizing ·took 
place, resulting in I, ver·sfcolor. This was probably·. during the 
Ple~stocene Epoch, because the range of versjcolor in that territory 
in general' was cov e red by the greet Wisconsin Ice Sheet. The var. 
interior probably occurred along the moraines of ·the retreating 
glaciers and was able to hybridize with the sbreyei which had moved up 
the Mississippi Valley in response to the warming of the climate. (p. 

· 352) 

"Irjs v~reieotgr es a ne~ly formed polyploid was particularly well 
adapted to the colonization of the newly available habitat es the ice 
receded. J, setoeg var. jnterjor hae apparently disappeared due to 
fierce .competition for the territory in which it wai engulfed. 
Anderson was to find traces of this relict 1n the driftless Yukon of 
interior Alaska, where it hes managed to meint~in itself, while the 
form known as can e densis was able to •urvive in the warmer eastern 
maritime sector of Canada. I t seems to .be quite incapable of adaption 
due to red~ced variability of its ~enetic nature, call•d greater 
con~ervatism." (p. 348) 

' --· •.. , <t i:t tt ,a, . ..{l, ...... 
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Since it may be quite a while before many of us will be seeing the 
flowers, here ere drawings of pods e nd seed of Iris potaninji which 
we re co l le ct e d on June a 0 , 1 9 7 9 , 1 n cent r a L As i a by D r • Me l i n d a 
Denton of the University of Washington department of Botany who spent 
pert of the summer of 1979 in the USSR. The plants from which these 
pods came were growing on desert steppes above the west side of Lake 
Baikal, at about 1500 to 2000 feet elevetion, . 1n sandy soil and full 
sun. This is en area that is hot ir summer and cold in winter, end 
very dry. Wind is said to blow most of the snow away, leaving the 
plants exposed to the bitter cold. Presumably the irises are spring 
blooming, to have ripenad their pods by the end of June. 

• '<JI 

Iris potaninii Maxim. belongs to the Psammirie group of Subsection 
Hexapogon, along with ll . bloudowi1, hu111i lie (areneria), and 
mandschurica. 

Herbarium sheets show a smell tufted plant, with its base buried in 
masses of curly frizzled leaf fibers from previous seasons. The 
flowers~ which can be either yellow or purple, beer more resemblance 
to pumile dwarfs then do the 1/8 inch wide round-t.ipped leaves. The 
long perianth tube shows clearly between the dried remains of the 
flower and apex of the pod. The seeds have a shiny wrinkled surface 
like dried prunes. 

This species was unknown in cult i vation when Dykes wrote The Genus 
JJ:..1..§.. .He remarks that i t grows 11 at a higher elevation (18,000 feet) 
than any other !mown iris." 

The seeds arrived too Leta for our 1979 seed list, but we hope that 
those ~ho received them as extras did get them going end have plants 
to share with the rest of us in due course. Plese~ let us know. 

Iris potaninii, pods and seed 

* * * ~ * * * * * * 
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HELP! I 
I'M TRYING TO FINO SOURCES FOR IRIS SPECIES 

I've been writing an extraordinary number of l~tters this year to 
England, Holland, the United States, and even New Zeeland in search of 
iris species. My interest has been particularly in the area of 
bulbous iris: The Reticulates, Junos and Xiphiums. But wherever 
there were Leeds to other types of iris, I tried to chase them down. 
This included going through all issues of SIGNA end writing to almost 
every one of the gardens that were listed as sources of species iris. 
I ended up with a lot of dead ends. Very frustrating, time consuming 
and expensive. (I doubt I've spent as much money on postage in the 
past 10 years as I've spent in the first 8 months of this year.) 

After all that I've gone through and realizing how out-of-date ·some o·f 
the sources are that had been listed in SIGNA, I'd like to draw up a 
fairly complete list of sources for "non-standard" iris. By. this I 
mien iris that are not easily available (so sources for Spuria, 
Louisiana and bearded cultivars would not be listed, ·but sources for 
species of these iris series would be): 

In order to do this properly I need your hel~. I'd Li ke to know where 
you've gotten your "non-standard" iris, specifically: 

a. Name of nursery/company 
b . What iris ware purchased and the year 
c. What iris they sell 
d. Any comments such as "they don't ship to Canada," "I had 

problems with getting my plants," or "the nursery does 
not sell plants by 'mail." · 

Don ' t f e e l y o u h av e to t e l l m e a l l of the de ta iL s • Ev en i f you fee l 
you -can only spend 5 minutes writing, please drop me a line. A quick 
way to supply me the information would be to photocopy the li~t of 
·iris from .the nursery's catalog, jot the name and address .on the beck 
of one of the photoco~ies, then pop them in the m~il . to me. My 
address is: 

Alan McMurtrie 
22 Calderon Crescent 
Willowdale, Ontario 
Canada M2R 2E5 

For my own purposes I would appreciate knowing of people who might 
have some of the lass common (rare) iris, including wild forms 
collected from overseas. Specifically people who would not normally · 
donate seed from these iris to the Seed Exchange. Please note: these 
people will not be listed in the "List of Non-Standard Iri"s Sources." 
I am Just wanting to find out what species era being grown. 

Assuming all goes well a complete list of nurseries will appear in the 
Spring SIGNA. This will be comple~e with addresses and information 
about what each nursery has for sale. A list of the nurseries I 
already have information on appears below~ 



Remember. the success of this project is dependent on you and your 
help. 

CANADA 
C.A. Cruickshank Limited 

NEW ZEALAND 
Winstone's Garden Centre 

ENGLAND 
P. J. Christian 
Avon Bulbs 
The Cottage Nursery 
Welter Blom end Son Limited 

U.S.A. 
Melrose 
Wayside Gardens 
Rocknoll Nursery 
David Sindt 
Pleasure Iris Garden 
The Aril Society International 
International Growers Exchange 
Northwest Hybridizers (Jean W1tt) 
Laurie's Garden 
George C. Bush 
Cooper's Garden 

* * * * * * * * * * 

THE MESOPHYTIC IRISES AT ROSEDOWN 

ROY DAVIDSON 

Hydrophytes ere water-loving plants while xerophytes can survive even 
severe water shortages; those which take well to grow·ing· conditions 
neither very wet nor very dry are celled m~sophytes. This incluqes by 
far th~ majority of irises and here in the garden et Rosedown we hav& • 
bui Lt ~wo special gardens to accommodate a large number .of them. 

On berms raised e foot or more above the wint~r water table out beyond 
ttte No~th Pond we have established a large number of Siberians of ell 
colors but none white. One section accommodates "guest irises" sent 
for the. Mey viewing when the Iris Society comes to visit--end vote. 
In addition to the deep black alluvial soil of the meadow (which is 
too wet end cold for Siberians in our winter) we've hauled stream 
sand, glacial ti LL from the slope above and· lots of sawdust. Plants 
a ·re est,ebl·ished in "hills" of composted humus in this "basic mix." 

This is planned to be a "quiet garden," set against the green-green 
background of the nearby dec , duous woodland and i nterplanted with some 
golden-Leaved end golden-variegated companion plants with en 
underplanting of gold violas--esseniially e blue end green garden with 
e gold carpet set i n a panel of grass. 
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AdJicent to this, but on the west side of North Pond in wet pockets of 
humus soil on the glacial ti LL are the 40-chromosome Chrysographes 
Section of Sibericae end the Cal-Si be wide-cross hybrids along with 
some other wide crosses such as versicolor-laeyigate and 
sjberice-Laeyigata. Here too ere the smaller spurias end Iris verne 
along with the PCI (C e lifornicae) which pop up all over the slope end 
the areas along the driveway where their first seedling beds were 
located. In the margin of a broad sandy path toward the newly 
enlarged East Pond several forms of Iris prismatice ere spreading by 
their stolons to form Large patches. 

The Evansias are, by-and-large, woodlanders; yet they require good 
light to flower well. As they are so badly injured by our prevalent 
and persistent slugs, they are here established in large containers to 
be on display along the North Terrace. At lest count there were e 
couple of dozen, all told, Asiatics, Americans and hybrids. 

The only irises that really prosper in deep shade here have proven to 
be Iris foetidissima, and the shade induces really handsome dark green 
foliage which is glossy as polished satin and evergreen. There are 
several color forms under the conifers, one a good rich yellow end the 
one found in a cottage garden in Wales--a nice amethyst lilac color. 

Out in the meadow beyond East Pond we have bui Lt the second special 
garden for the AIS to enjoy. A complete departure from the natural 
style of the rest of the garden, it is a rondelay or wheel--a round 
bed centered by a huge old cedar stump--treated as if it were a 
fountain with the heather at its base the water basin, end that 
surrounded by a circle of nothing but whi t e flowers, featuring white 
Siberians but with certain other white irises and, of course, a great 
variety of companion plants--ell of them white flowered or white 
variegated. This is enclosed ~tthin a bounding grass walk about 
which is a horseshoe of white azaleas--the open end of which fronts on 
the pond--ell set in a background of native trees including the rich 
green of red-cedar, Thuja pticata. 

There is a stroll-path returning the stroller to the house and the 
refreshments from which point the Rondelay Garden is doubled by its 
image in the pond. There are embankments in the pond-margin of pale 
Iris pseudacorus and the little variegated Acorus plus clumps 
occasionally of the larger Acorus calemus with Leaves mo~tly white. 

Back again ·to the berm-garden, there is es broad planting of the 
strange brown "water-iris" called HOLDEN CLOUGH under the golden 
Catalpa and elbowed by the stunning yellow Hastes. 

We era confident that even dyed-in-the-wool TB fanatics will find 
something of interest in this beardless garden, for although bearded 
sorts were once of major interest here, they've been discontinued 
simply for the fact they're not so satisfactory in this cold garden 
and also because they are too much work for the reward 
returned--albeit they are the greatest of color spectacles when in 
flower. The irises we do grow are truly low-maintenance plants; we 
plant them where common-sense says they ought to dwell and then stand 
beck and let them do it. Surely out of the nearly four-hundred kinds 
growing will be something for everyone. Enjoy. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
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Three unusual and very worthwhile hybrid iri ses in the Checklists need 
some clarification/co rrection of their records: the first of these is 
GERALD DARBY (R. 1968) ~h;ch Darby thought he had raised from the wide 
cross of Siberian and Hexogone apogons. It is, in fact, much like 
what was once 1 n cu l tivetion as Iris caroljna. Parentage and 
description should read: · "The plant now going by this name is of 
unknown derivation but it is an obvious ally of Iris versicolor; a 
very robust plsn: ~ith aubergine stalks and vio l et-colored leaf bases 
that ~~ke etr1ktng garden effect. Appears by its larger stand!rds to 
belorig to lJ:..i.§. x robu1:i'to, E. Anderson, the cross of versfoolor with 
virgin i ca. Flowers blue violet . Sets few good seed s . Chromosome 
count 2n=88-89, msde by Elli e . 

HOLDEN CLOUGH is news again for seodlings of it flo~ered by Ben Hager; 
th ese looked to bo improved flo~ers of Iris pseudacorus, end it is 
assumed the b d es ~9re vectors of pollen from that species onto the 
brown hybrid-puzzler. At eny rete the regi st ration should read: "Of 
u n kn ov;'n o I". i g 1 n but tot a l l y u n ti k a ch r y so o rep hes w i th w hi ch i t was 
fou-nd growing. Resembles both pseudecorus endf,Patjdjssima and in many 
respects seems quite intermediate between the two. Foliage is 
evergr~en in warmer climates. Occasionall y sets seed with colored 
fleshy outer seedcoet. Flesh of rhizome pinkish as in I. pseudecorus. 
Chromo~ome count 2n=37 made by Elli s. 

ELWOOD MOLSEED, a purely Evensie hybrid plant, is, or course, 
beardless. The description s hould be amended to reed: "Light yellow 
lines deepen to small golden-yellow signal ~ pot." (Surely, I didn't 
let my wits wonder to give it a beard when I made out the 
registration. I } 

I was not, of course, -;; he registrant of t he first two: Both Mr. Coe 
and Mr. Patton, wh o di d rsg ts ter them, ere now deceased, as is Mr. 
Darby. As these are both meritorious garden subjects , not mere 
side-show cur ! ositiss , i t is important that their records be as 
impeccable a s is possible, even though each is a mystery in its own 
right. The third one, though tender, is a tidy cold-house or hanging 
basket subject of much cha rm. · 

Add some more sp e cie£ to th e list of useful 
the Department of Botcn, . Mi . irises-Marc A. Baker of 
Tempe, AZ, reported that\:onnag th~r~:;:klo~y,l University of Arizona, 
northwestern Ce tifor·ni a Iris i nn \ :_ • 0 o~a, end Yorok Indians.of 
and I · t""nul·s · - - om.na .. a, I. tenax sap. klsmethens1a 

, a . s1rna we r e the only th f ' 
co rd a g e i n the ~w h i t e er 

8 
, h . L r 8 e 6 P e c e G O f P l a n t s u s e d f o r 

were used in ba&ketry. r;. 1 e some twenty-five species of plants 

JGW 
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MUSINGS, RAMBLINGS ANO RUMBLINGS 

ROI DAVIDSON 

Present day economics ere playing havoc with msny things including 
public iris gardens . We can hope that those in North Americe--both 
public and private-open-to-the-public--will fare better then European 
counterparts. Pater Hunt, ~riting in 1964 for the Shell Gardens Book, 
observed, "The iris has always had its devotees in Britain," and he 
goes on to cite the gardens of Miss Pes o l l end others, adding that 
even then some bf them were no longe r in . exi ~tence. This lest year 
saw the rem ova l of the last of big iris gardens, the great formal 
planting at the Royal Botanic Garden at Kew . It was dismantled due to 
the ever demanding labor costs, which et last could not be met. I 
myself can testify at the enormity of the task involved here, for Just 
es the first buds of the thousands of stalks were commencing to unfurl 
their glory of color i n 1974, they were blown flat, - most of them 
snapped off in a sudden and furious wind and rainstorm es I watched! 
It had been too much work to tie each of the stalks to a stake. This 
enormous and very prominent open area is to become the new site of the 
grass collection which should be very handsome there indeed. The 
water irises had always been a lon gside the streams of the 
near-adjacent rock garden, with the mesic species in smeller end-beds 
at the opposite side and the xe ric ones in bulb-frames, recently set 
alongside the approach t o the new alpine hou se . It now seems there 
may be even more concentration on other then the labor demanding 
bearded sorts, and to this end Tony Hall, who has been charged with 
overseeing this devastating change and the care of the irises, has ' 
been accumulating superior forms which ought to be an incent ive to I 
everybody to want to grow the better kinds of beardless irises that 1 
are not so demanding of staking, replanting end other detailed , 
maintenance. Just plant them well end leave them alone is the best ; 
advice for growing most of the apogons. 

l(r * * * * 

We made no past comment on the i ris section of Hortus III when it came 
out a few years ago, yet it did not go unnoticed. We were 
disheartened to note discrepancies end outright inaccura-cies , the mo st 
rankling of which was the retention of Iris kaempferj as a good 
species name, which in feet had never been correct, though well-enough 
intended. Wh i le it is true of course that this reference is for 
horticulturists, even horticulturists deserve to be kept informedf 
When we recently looked to see what the N.Y. Botanic Gardens 
Encyclopedia of Horti·culture's editor had done for iris, we were none 
short of dismayed at the notation he had followed the taxonomy of 
Hortus III ••.• and so it goes. We had made every effort to see 
that pertinen t ir ~s literature got to the compilers of Hortus III, 
when al ready that specific error was a hundred years with us; it may 
be another century before a simi lar opportunity to correct it is 
afforded u s. Oh well, we ourselves won't be around, end ma ybe by then 
somebody will have changed the rules so that usage dictates the "right 
way. 11 Meanwhi Le the ru Les governing nomenclature. do not seem strong 
enough to be compelling. 
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An item of great importance is corning up for some sort of 
consideration shortly and we hope that it will be met more 
forthrightly. When Dr. Lenz was chairman for the AIS ScientiJic 
Committee he devised a system for registration of clones of species, 
presumably as the result of his own collections. Bulletin 165, p. 
65-66 for April, 1962, tells us "AIS will bear the cost of such 
registrations, a service to be handled by the Scientific Committee. A 
special form for such regis t rations will include submitting a dried 
specimen of the plant." I wonder what ever happened to that? I 
wonder if Dr. Randolph's collections were recorded by this expedient? 
If so, I wonder where all this is stored? Were Lenz·1 s Californicae 
collections recorded in this manner? Did anyone else make use of it? 
Is it worth trying to r ej uvenate as a means of recording superior 
horticultural forms of any species? If so then it could be a real help 
in answ~ring one of the requi e ita questions a judge is faced with: IS 
the entry correctly named? 

* * * * * * ~ ~ * * * * * 

A NEW IRIS IN NEW ENGLAND? 

'Iris yngujculeris', WALTER BUTT 

MAC SHIVERS, WILTON, CONN. 

Something about its description in .World of Irises intrigued me . So I 
ordered· one. It arrived in late August, es a good strong rhizome, 
which I promptly potted, since I was undecided whethe r it would stand 
up to Connecticut winter. 

Bee Warburton said no, it wouldn't, so in early December I brought it 
in, stuck it away in en odd corner, and occasionally watered it 
Lightly. 

One morning I detected a pleasant but pervasive fragrance in the area, 
and Loi it ·.,as in bloom!' 

Forthwith I brought -it out for display in the livin·g room. Over a 
four-week period -beginning in mid-December a total of four blooms 
occurred, deli _cate, light blue or pale Lavender, each lasting only a 
couple of days. 

I 

All tbe while their fragrance put you on notice something was in bloom 
the minute you entered° the room. 

Botanically, an interesting feature is that what appears to be the 
flower stem is really en extension of the perianth tube. The ovary is 
way down at ground Level among the leaves, a good six inches below the 
flower. 

It may not . be for everybody, but I kind of liked my "Winter Blooming" 
iris. 

Reproduced from AIS Region 1 Bulletin, Vol. XX.XI 
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GARDENING WITH WI LD IRISES IN YO UR OWN BACKYARD 

MARY DUi'ALL 

If you are Looking for something different in perennials for your 
flower border&, consider growing some of the beardless species ~rises. 
Although not as flamboyant et the tall-baarded, there are several 
~ildlings that really are better suited to a perenni a l border. There 
are 200 or more different species of irises to choose from--a great 
many that are well suited to growing conditions here in Minnesota. 
The follow i ng irises have all been grown from seed by me for my flower 
garden. Although this is a very slow method f or most gardeners, it is 
by far the most ecoAomicel. Most irises. take frail two to four years 
before the first bloom, but once established, they'provide you with 
interesting plants rarely seen here except in specialist's gardens. 

A very fine companion plant fo r hemerocellis is irjs subbarbata, a · 
spuria species which gives a vertical effect contresting beautifully 
with the arching foliage of ~he hemerocallis. The 3 foot bloom spike 
hes · deep violet strikingly veined blossoms which are spaced close to 
the stalk. If yo u want a plan t in a ligh te r color, try I, spuria 
'Li Lacina' which slowly develops int o a very f loriferoua clump 
producing a mass of airy light lavender blooms. If you era Looking 
for a taller flower, spuria ochroleucE!_ grows to 4 feet and hes white 
f l ow a r s w i t h a st r on g ·ye l L ow s i g n a l a .-e 1:1 on the fa l l s • A s ma l l s p u r i a 
good for the front of the border is i r is araminae, a n excellent edging 
ptant because the Leaves give a nice grassy e f fect a ll season. When 
in bloom, the plant has an informal eppeeranc o as the bloomstalks lean 
outward so that the blossoms a re mainly se nn around the edges of the 
clump. 

The spuria seeds are th o slowest to germinate, very often Lying 
dormant the first year or two if plan te d direct ly into the soil. I 
plant 2" deep to insur~ against drying out. The seedl-ings develop 
very slowly, requiring a n additional two yesr s a t least before 
flowering under normal g ardening con dit f ons. Spurias are heavy 
feeders, growing well in my he a vy clay s oil. They all r equire full 
sun except i. aremine~, which g rows well in pert shade. · 

Siberian iiises germinate much more readily than the spurias, but do 
require more mois t ure, being nat ive to damp meadows. They do well 
naturalized along stream banks as well as in the perennial border . 
Iris sibirica 'Grand .i s ' ·is a graceful plant 2 to 3 feet tall carrying 
its blooms high above t he fo l iage. The · small fl owers are medium blue 
violet with white markings. Low growing i r is sib irica Nana is very 
showy with its mass of white blossoms scarcely a foot high. I t can be 
used very effectively in front of a peony bush. 

Seeds germinate readily and can be planted in 6" pots in the fall , 
watered well, then covere d wi th p las ti c and set outdoors to freeze and 
thew . Remove the plas t i c as soon as oeeds begin to germinat~ in the 
spring. This method works well for all types of iris seeds, although 
very often it wil l be nec e ssary to keep the pot for a second year 
before the seed germinates. 
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The method I use is slightly different. In January, I scatter the 
siber1en iris seed on the surface of damp sphagnum moss in a covered 
clear plastic box, which I store on the refrigerator shelf for two1 to 
three months and then plant into as« pot. In this way I get earlier 
germination and consequently huskier plants. I like to wait until the 
plantlets are 6" tall before planting out into the garden, so 
occasionally I hold over until the following spring, storing the pots 
in a coid frame fo r the winter. All iris seedlings need to be 
extremely we ll protected the first winter. I cover early in October 
with at .teaet a foot of marsh hay or straw, rather than risk winter 
losses. 

Other wate.r - toving irises that are native to Minnesota ere the iris 
yj rqi ntca · found in the sloughs and marshes around here, and .iI:.ll 
yersj c olor, which is found further north . Good color select.ions are 
n o w av a. i l ab l e f r om s e ·ad--p i n k o r r ad ~ e rs 1 co L o rs ' b e 1 n g a• p--e c 1 • l L Y 
de l i g h t f u l a d d i t i o n s • I r i s y e rs i co lo r can p re a i, n s e r..~_ th a r .. !! (tQ-11 _1 n l l 
appearance Later in th~ season ~o I Qrow mine 1n a netu~~l -are~ 
(massed _' near a culvert whe r e the y get abundant moisture· in spring and 
early summer.} Iris virgjnica makes a very strong upright clump which 
remains in good condition all season; a very fine addition to · the 
perennial border. These can both be readily grown from seed planted 
directly into the ground. Probably the most vigorous moisture-lover 
is the iris pseudacorus, a strong-growing plant from 3 to 6 feet tall 
which is available in various shades of yellow. This plant has 
adapted itself to mos t areas of the country, on the east coast as well 
as the western states. 

Anoth~r easy wild iris for Minnesota is the iris setosa. a 
-t hree-petaled variable plant which can be found in dwarf forms under 
12 11 , setosa var. cenadensis, native to Canada. Setosa var. interior, 
native to Alaska, is somewhat taller and can be found in lavender-blue 
shades and in rose- pink, es well as in white. This iris can also be 
grown in situ, always remembering to keep the area well watered or 
heavily mulched until the seed germinates and becomes well 
established. All of the above will give you Long lived. trouble free 
plants which fit well into a mixed flower border. 

Because iri s seed i s so difficult to germinate, I ro~tinely soak the 
seed for at Least one week in a very dilute Hi lex solution. It is not 
necessqry t~ d~ so, but I find I get more rapid ge~mination by this 
method. : I also usually plant the seeds in 6 11 pots because it gives 
better controlled germination. I have had the most success when I've 
used a wooden box 6" high x 10 11 x 14" filled with friable soil, the 
seed covered 1" deep. With a box this large, no supplemental watering 
is necessary during the s ummer months. 

(Seed of any of the above can be ordered for $.25 per packet. 
The 1982 List had 250 selections of species and hybrids.) 

Published in the Wright County Horticulture Society 
HOTLINE, Jan. 1981, page 5. Mary Duvall is· 't he Seed 
Exchange Director of SIGNA. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
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,rises of (ouisiana 

(Reprinted from a pamphlet issued by Edmond Riggs of St. 
Martinville, La., some fifty or more years ago which was 
"reprinted by permisston of 'The Flower Gro we r'." This and 
other pamphlets were recently donated to the King County, Wa., 
Iris Society and provided to us by Jean Witt. Obviously, most 
of this article is of primarily historical interest, Small's 
11 s p l i t t i n g II o f S e r i e s H e x a g o n a l o n g s i n c e d i ·s c a r d e d • 
Underlilning is mine. Ed.) 

The "Iris Center of the Universe" is the phrase applied by ·or·. John K. 
Smell, Head Curator of the Museums and Herberium of the New York 
Botanical Gardens, to the r eg ion centeri ng around New Orleans, , 
Louisiana, when speaking about the rich fields of Water Iris which lie 
in the vicinity of that city. The g r eatest development of this Iris 
Center extends about fifty miles north, east a nd south of New Orleans, 
end about one hundred mi les northwest, west, and south~est. Dr. 
Small, to whom we are indebted for a scientific study of southern 
plant life , refers to his discovery of these rich Iris fields in the 
journal of the New York Botanical Garden, in the following words: 

"T his remarkable local development of Irie in the tip of the 
Mississippi Delta is es yet inexplicable. Aside from its magnitude, 
the outstanding points are the often vest colonies of species, the ' 
great range and combination of colors, and the unusual size of the 
plants. Flowering sta lks six feet tall are not unusual. Stalks seven 
feet high have been found during our exp lorations. In such cases a 
s i x - f o o t ma n h a s t o t o o k u p i n o rd e r to see th a t e rm i n a l f low e r • In 
view of .these facts, the Lower Mississippi Delta natural Iris field 

· constitutes the one most spectacular . botanical and horticultural 
discovery in North Am~rica from the standpoi nt of a single genus 
within such.a Limited area." 

The discov e ry of Southeastern Louisiana's truly remarkable Iris 
display by Or. Small was more or less of an sccide-nt, for it was 
incidental to a botanical expedition from Florida to Western Texas, 
made during . the Spring of 1925 . Several plants were sent t o the New 
York Botanical Gardens where they flourished and flowered the 
following Spring. Although commonly call ed Weter Iris, it was found 
that the Louisi ana plants were not only hardy in New York City, but in 
the soils and climate of New Jersey;, Maryland, a nd Florida. In all e 
total of more than 8,000 plants were sent North fo r study , and they 
~hrived in ordinary garden soils 1 whereas in th eir native home, many 
species actually lived in standing water . 

,The first of the new Iris discoveries to be named by Dr. Small was 
described in 1927 under the name of Iris vinjcolor, the wine-colored 
Iris. This flower is a ri ch vi nac eous or reddish-purple, ~ith a 
single yellow crest or ridge down tha center of the long, 

· gracefully- sp r esdin g sepals. In 1929, Dr . Small described six 
additional forms as new specie s , i r is viol ipurpurea, La. 
giganticaerulea, I. chrysophoenicta, L 11:rjraculruut, _l, chryseeS?Li, eeid 
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I. etroovenaa. A brief d0sc~iption of these will give some idea of 
the wide va riety and beauty of the ne~ Irises . 

Violipurpurea tG about the same s i z e and shspe as yinicolor, but 
i nstead of bein g a readish-purple it is s beautiful shade of 
vi olet-purple. 

Giganticaerulea, the gian~ bluo Iris, is perhaps on e of the tallest 
Iris known, irsith its floVt.er staU<s as tall as six or seven feet. It 
is generally of a v·iolet-blue or nearly-blue co l or, t1ith spreading 
f an-sh ~p ed streaks of white. The crest is compound ffith seve r al 
lateral ridg e s a hich spread outward. Ttese ridges may very from 
greeniqh-white to deep-orange and beyond them lies a zone of white 
w h i ch f s s t re a k a d o u t si a r d i n t o t h o b l u a • Th e r e a r a m a n .Y c o l o r 
varieties in this Iris, vi z , shades of dark violet , violet blue, 
l avende~, li lac and ~h ite . 

Chrysoohoenicj_n_, the gold-embroidered I ris, is usually a dark 
violet-blue (plum color} with a crown-shaped golden crest zone at the 
base of the sepals. Ch rv~ae ol~ , a releted form, is a bright-violet 
wi th a yellow c r est, on each side of ~hich is a zone of.greenish 
yell o~, st reaked with brownish vei ns. 

Mi raculosa is another ou ts t a ndi ng Ir is with its tall stalks each 
bearing several Large psle-lsvender or ~hite flowers. A single 
prominent bright-y ellow crest sta nds out in constrest to the light 
color ?f the sepals. Atrocyanea is s r elated form with somewhat 
smalle r f lowers , but of a dork violet-blue color. 

In the two years follo~ing the publicat i on of these original seven 
discoveri es , Or. Smell and Edward J. Alexande r, also of the New York 
Botanical Ga rd en, have continued their st udies e nd Late in 1931 
published their 11 8otanf eel Interpretation of the Iridaceous Plants of 
the Gulf States." In .this publication a total of 96 species are 

' descri~ed, 85 of whi ch ere net1 \18 to Southern Louisian·a.. Including 
t h e c o 'l o r p h a s e s r e c o g n i ·z e d u p t o 1 9 3 0 , 'II h i c h l i o t h a s b a e n 
cont-inuall y growing since, al ready over 200 distinguishable forms are 
indicated . Mr. Aler.anderJ in his c o l or notes and descriptions 
summarizes these as f ol to~s : 

"sfx various s hades of violet-b lue, with about fifteen 
different combinations of crest a nd color ; 

four varioue s hsdes of lav e nder-blu e, with about twelve 
different combinat i ons of eras~ and color; 

eleven various shades of violet, with about forty different 
combinations of crest a nd color; 

seventeen varioun shades of red violet, with about thirty five 
different comb i nations of crest and color; 

f our tee n vario u s shades o~ lil a c, with about twenty-five 
different combt,ations of crest and color; 
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nine various shades of cerise and magenta with about eight-een 
different combinations of crest and· color; 

fifteen various shades of pin k end old-rose, with about twenty 
different combinations of crest and color; 

twenty-six various shades of red, orange-red, and orange, with 
about thirty-five different combinations of crest and color." 

Dr. Small's technical classification is based primarily on the form of 
the crest which may be absent, singlo, double, triple, lance-shaped, 
crown-shaped, or radi ating, and secondarily upon the color end other 
characteristics of the flowers. 

Among the outstanding color forms recently discovered er~ a rich 
imperial purple, en ivory~white, a chrome-yellow, and a golden-yellow. 

(It is suggested that the large number of Iris species, which 
may be celled native . to the Delta of the Mississip~i, are the 
result of countless ages of the floating down of plant life 
from the upper reaches of the Mississippi river and its 
tributaries. It is wall know that drifting bogs and patches 
of soil, and vegeta t ion generally, have been floating down 
this great river system for many centuries. This inference is 
plain, therefore, that the large number of native Iris species 
in Louisiana may be called a n~tural collecti on of spe9ies 
from the vast territory drained by the greatest system of 
rivers in the world. In this connection note that it is 
stated that soma of these Iris species when taken North seem 
to do well in a hab it at entirely differ e nt from that which 
they find in the Delta of the Mississippi.) Madison 
Cooper 

IN MEMORIAM - JOHN C. WISTER 

The summer BULLETIN paid tribute to the founding 
president of the American Iris Society whose enthusiasm 
and far-sightedness so adv a nced. the Arts and Humanities 
of Horticulture in the world. Dr. Wister was one of 
SIGNA's honorary members and, although a t his advanced 
age he was not a participator in our affairs, he 
expressed his appreciation at being so elected and 
continued his interest, largely through the Presby 
Gardens for which he had Laid out the basic design and 
where the historical section continues as his monument. 

RD 
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ROBIN NOTES 

Li Llian Bourne, Barberton, Ohio: "I find the borer Likes nothing 
better than the old Loui6iena, DOROTHEA K. WILLIAMSON. Two years ago 
it didn't bloom, so I dug 1t all up, and behold I 14 full grown borers 
in the ground and clump. Sifted the soil and replanted in the same 
spot. Last year it b loomed. • • • " 

Co L i n R i g b y • pen n g r o v e , ca l i f o r n i a : "The Lou i s i an as loved eve r y d r op 
of rain end were really beautiful •••• I, laevigata 'alba' was 
charming. Just a line of purple on the styles and a gold signal • .L. 
Laevjqata semperflorans is a most rewarding plant, and if it has a 
fault, it is that it growst Its neat tailored foliage makes it one of 
my favorite plants. The "dwerf" I, pseudacorus grew to over 6 feet 
and th• flower substance was so poor Judges at the show could not tell 
whether the flow~rs were newly opening or fading. 

"My wife and I drove to the 1982 AIS convention in Denver vie Idaho 
and Wyoming and returned through central Utah and Nevada. Everywhere 
I . missouriensis was in bloom. What variation in color and form. 
Plants in one rather small area Just below a mountain pass in the 
middle of Nevada were particularly interesting--deep color and very 
good form. Wished for some seed but would never find it again in a 
million years. I had always thought I. missourjensis around Moses 
Lake in Washington state the nicest I had seen but I think this in 
Nevada ·has it beat. Those in the Swen Valley in northeastern Nevada 
also were very nice. Wish this iris were not so hard for me to grow. 
Will try it again this fall from seed, but I lose it in ~he spring 
aft~r - it has grown about 2 to 3 inches. Would appreciate any 
sugges~ions on growing this one." 

Cherie Lowe, Calgary. Alberta reports she had bloom on I. ·ctarkei, h 
Qseudacorus, and siberien CAESAR'S BROTHER among others, es well as 
all th~ bearded classes. She did not qet ~any flowers on her Spurias 
end ~ould welcome suggestions on how to make them bloom. 

Florence ·stout, Lombard, Illinois: "I have never seen this in pri.nt, 
but it seems to me that one of the main differences between L. 
crjstata and I, lacustris that is overlooked is the obvious difference 
in the way the petals are held, I. cristete both Sand F being 
horizohtel, and I. lacustrjs · hae cupped standards • . Also the crests 
are so much more in evidence in I. lacustrjs. The size difference is 
not always the main thing since in Door Co., Wisconsin, the L. 
l a cu at ·r 1 s i s a a b i g as mo s t I • c r j st a ta a n d l e a v a s a r e b road • I I d 
like· to run a chromosome check on the o.nes from Door Co. to satisfy 
myself · that it's not some hybrid. I am growing several forms of L. 
cristeta from lots of places, es wall as the two forms of L 
lacustrjs. I have never been able to set seed on any, though •• • I 
have to water these two copiously during July and August when it may 
be quite hot and dry for several weeks--they don't like to dry out 
then." 

Jean Witt, Seatt l e, Washington: "Last year I moved my I. milesii 
around to the east side of the house so it would get more sun. It 
promptly became a cabbage and bloomed . beautifully. The slightly · 
pinkish orchid flowers ere quite attracti~e, but they are rather small 
fo r th~ height of the stems, and the Leaves a ra overly vigorous." 
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I bloomed the ·ffret of a set ~f CAMBRIOGE x eetosa aee~lings this 
spring. The flower 1s a very pretty medium blue, of excellent 
shepe--in feot, ~l11oet identical in· shape to the siberian-aetose 
hybrid that came from Eckerd Berlin 1n Germany. The flower on his was 
slightl~ darker blue then mine, but ·stalks on mine had 5 flowers to 4 
on his. I can hardly ·wait till next year for the rest of them to 
bloo111. Meantime; I tried e few more crosses of "this type, a·s it 
appears lo give every good garden hybrid with extra vigor." 

Joan Cooper, St. Paul. Minnesota: "There fa ae ~fg variation in the 
herdine$s in the Louisianas, but old DOROTHEA~- WILLIAMSON is as 
hardy a~anything I know of--a bit exuberant, in feet, and soae others 
are showing promise of being ve·ry hardy too, including some species .. " 
I brev16aul1e, end e smell Form of I, fulye ha~e been with me through 
many winters without any special care, end the ' first I, breyjcaulie 
that I hpd was said to have been grown in Minnesota for 50 years." 

I 

Weather •oes have taken up more than their share of Robin space this 
pest yeir or so. Here ere e few examples, showing whet iris can take 
end whet ~thay can't. 

Or. Vir ear ie d : Durfn.9 July in 1982, 
. Deerfield suffered ex ensive flooding, Virginia's garden was under 

several feet of water or several days. "I lost all of the pumilae in 
my littte , ro·c:k garden ••• end about 80% of the SDBe ere lost ~ Their 
roots JuJJt . rotted of standing under water and then in the soggy 
groun~ f~r the exten ed period of time. No TB~ left including some of 
my own s~edlings whic had bloomed this year for the first ti•e. All 
the I, cretica rotted es did all the var.ious I. tectqrum, But 
interest·ingly PALTEC survived. It looks puny but . it is alive. ·L. 
greminee · came throug in great shape and matured seed. I, bcandzae 
standing : rtght next to I. gramtnea, but the least subjected to the 
flood po~ped out ••• I, cristate made it .through and. flourished. 
The Japa~ese ~nd . eriens loved 1t--they are looking b«tter than I 
have ever ·seen t e111. One piece of I, dykesii 111eda it .'through the 
wint~r ~;nd ·the lood. The flood probably helped it ••• . Irie 
____ .._.___...._.. __ ....,... __ ,....._. ........ =e gave up the ghost end one I. Lagyjgate 

gave up but the other plant is still hanging 1n there 
. . • I, ~tenax. wh1ch had hung on· for ~wo years, want by way of the 
flood." : 

"An observation on I, graminee: Many people believe that since it 1e 
- a Spuria Iris it has to be gr_own on the 'alkaline side. I have three 

clumps. · One grows in Just a couple of hours of morning sun in a dry 
spot in beck of some lilies. The ~econd one is in with the Siberian 
irises end gets almost full sun with more acid soil and more water. 
The third and best clump is growing with the Japanese irises in far 
more moist acid soil. It ,ould appear that the lovely little graminee 
iris is capable of adeptf•g to Just about any situation end therefore 
could and ' ~hould be grown end enjoyed by many more people." 

E.Qr Trevor Nottle of Stirling, South Auetr·alja, the problem hes been 
d~ought . " Hts · area had had no rain, for 22 weeks, prior to January 25, 
1983, with no Germination on the wheat c r op. "We flowered thre9 
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' clumps of I. h9l pphila,, but had nothing on I. deleyayi or 'Mirza 
' citronella. 1 These are all lete flowerers and things got very dry and 
i hot here. very quickly ••• my seedlings seem o.k. I put out a row of 
I. bulleyana which though small on top growth · have made good root 

; systems. A_ row of I. greminsa even managed a few flowers.I" 
' 

! David Hejkamp of Metairie. Louajens describes his methods of growing 
; some of the irtde: "I have planted ~y S~henostiqme coelastjnum in the 

I open ground in a sen·cty we.LL-drained site. It had produced beautiful 
flowers, 2 3/4 inches across in early spring, and with sll the rain 

i Lest month (15 inches) they era all blooming ag'ein ••• I planted 
seeds apd already have some more up ••• I also put my Herbertia in 
the gro~nd--many in pots rotted even though they were in well-drained ' 
pots r · have them in ~-11th my Pinewoods Li Lies [Alophfa 
drummondf il an d cannot tell them apart by the Leaves. My P-inewoods 
Lilies are blooming again now, probably because of the heavy reins 
lest month, since they already died beck earlier in th~ sumJ.er even 
though they ware watered regularly. They like a dry soil in the 
winter, and will rot for -sure if they ere too wet 1n winter dormant 
period." 

"I '·LL p'robably divide my Louisiana irises sometime in September. Most 
people recommend August, but I find it is better to wait as it is 

I usually too hot for that in August and the plants suffer no matter how 

Iris Wattjj from cuttings 
I
, much yo~ water." . 

i :..----------lt--1---
T rev or Nott Le, Stir Ling, :eotutt1• h1.,,, ·'l./ ____ .. /·· //_.//;/ .. / / ,/ / 
Australia writes: "My =I~r~i~s------~~----'-""'----~ . / , . / 
were grown from stem cuttings of the / 
bamboo-like flowering stems. ! made ./ 
cuttings wi .th two nodes and buried/ 
tham co_mpletely in Leaf-mould and / , - / 
pee gravel like this: 11 / / / 

I 

/ 

/ 

/ // 

// / / / / ' 
/ ./ 

I 
/ 

* * • * * • • * * * 

Iris tectoru~ hn s a rival as e "roof iri81" Irises, apparently 
bearded, pose1bly ~al Lida, are grown on the ridgecombs of thatch 
Froofed fharm houses in Normandy, . to Judge by some travel pictures ·of 

ranee tat we sew lest month. 

JGW 

*. '* * * ~ * * * * 
\ 

I • 
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Alata to Alata 

CO~Tii~UOUS BLOOl11 THRODGnOUT 'IHE YEAR 

Ed<.:th S • Clea.ve-6 

Returning from a tour of an 
gravitated to iris species . 
disdainful remark "Weasels! 
see them!,; 

iris garden in Modesto, conversation 
Suddenly , out of a clear blue sky, this 
Give me the tall bearded irises-- you can 

Humbleness is never gaudy and can be gentle and beautiful. While the 
pogons hold enjoyment for me, I cannot forget that the patience of men 
who located, who grew and who wrote about the various species , is 
truly responsible in many ways for the size and beauty of today ' s 
bearded i:rises. Please, I'll take the lovely irises, the trweasels ." 

In this Santa Clara Valley , growing some of the iris species has been 
fun as a hobby; of course, the moderate climate probably makes it 
easier for good growth if the soil and locations are well planned. 

BRAVES WIND, COLD, RAIN 

\uhere is the brilliance of the tall--bearded in December and January? 
At best, only a few inches of future fans are showing above the soil. 
But one of the 11 hurable 11 irises braves the cold , wind and rain, 
persistently blooming oI . unguiaularis (winter stylosa), will be a 
spot of colour--lavender, dark blue, white or possible the so-called 
pink . If foliage is cut back sharply in late August you will be able 
to see the blooms more easily. Picked, while in bud, they will open 
nicely in the house for arrangements . Pollenizing isn't always 
easy--weather conditions may hamper. Too, the seedpod. almost tucked 
into the ground, may easily be overlooked in a large clump. There are 
several sub- species , but the usual ones are I. unguiaularis, I . 
unguicularis alba and hybrid IMPERATRICE ELIZABETTA--a dark blue, 
with shor~er, finer foliage. 

The truly - lovely Juno, I. alata, has been successful-- if potted, 
Slightly ruffled, a dainty blue with an orange ridge--it rises from 
the sheathed 11 corn-stalk'1 type foliage. At the base of the bloom are 
three blue appendages which give the species the name "winged Iris." 
After blooms have faded, no more moisture . Put the container where it 
can dry, dry, even protected from evening mositure . In late 
September or early October new growth begins . Now you feed and 
water--putting it where there is some sun but protected from frost. 
When good growth has been made, the I. aZata can be brought indoors 
where you can enjoy the bloom and you will be repaid for all the 
attention given it. Did you know this iris is one of two in which 
the spherical grains of pollen are covered with minute spines. 

MORE AND NEWER COLORS 

February will bring more and newer colors. Possible some of the 
dwarfs are ambitious, certainly stylosa is still in bloom, In your 
border, rock garden or in pots , members of the Reticulata family 
suddenly put forth their rather formal flowers . The tiny gen , I . 
bakeriana, one inch and dark blue-purple, I. histrio, I. histrioides 
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major~ the bright yellow of little Xs Oaofordiaa, the hybrids 
Hercules, J.S. Oijt and the not-so-formal pale blue of Cantab may 
start their blooming period, which can test well into February with 
planned planting. Easily grown, after their blooming period, allow 
these iris to dry thoroughly, storing tha netted bulbs carefully until 
Fall, ~hen it 14 time to replant. This is of course potting 
procedure. 

RETICULATAS MULTIPLY WELL 

Reticutet~s multiply well, thus the need to replan~ at least every two 
years for better results. 

Anyan~ fortunate enough to have the Junos--I. persica or L. 
rgsenb~chiana--elso should be anjoyin~ their bloom, now. 

A month of winds, March blows in more rainbow colors, for now the 
Xiphium section, the Dutch Iris, in a sunny part -of th·e garden, can 
have a nodding acquaintance with the Evansia, r. iaponica blooming in 
a shad.y area, with good growth in a slightly acid soil. In a north 
exposure they bloom profusely, often compared to orchids. 

Nearby, in filtered shade and again, slightly acid soil, the many 
Californians are adding their graceful beauty, from the white .L. 
douglasjana alba to the brilliant deep blue of ~nax. For height 
and background, .L, munzii is perfect. On 24 inch stemG, from a pale 
blue to a fairly dark blue, this iris gives a myriad of continuous 
bloom wall into May. And it sel~-sets seeds galore! E~sy to 
pollenize, I have crossed it with I. tenax hoping for a taller, deeper 
blue hybrid. 

BLOOMS IN SUNNY WINDOW 

I, bucharica, another Juno, with white and yellow flowers, does well 
potted and blooms nicely in a warm sunny south window. Many have had 
excellent success with it out$ide. Gophers seam to favor it, tool 

The Ari ls, Oncocyclus, Ragelias and Onco-gelias should be drawing 
tntere~t now ~nd into April. 

Showers of April towards the last of the month may bring 
consternation! Will your species be undamaged for that annual Iris 
Shawl After the middle of the month the tall-bearded pogons will be 
the center of attraction, of course. But take time end enjoy ihe 
dnarfs, tool I, pumila, I, mellita, the gold of I. raichenbachii and 
also I, chameeiris--if you are a fortunate owner of one. 

The Evansias in bloom should now be, . I. confuse, I.wattii, the 
delightful Japanese roof irises, I, tectorum, and I. tectorum alba and 
the dainty hybrid PALTEC. These last three grow and bloom profusely 
in acid soil, well fertilized, and with shade after midday. Moving 
the clumps about every two years helps to keep them in good condition. 
Jhey draw a great deal of nourishment out of the soil and it is 
~herefore essential to feed them often. Has anyone I. henryi or .L.. 

,minuta? As they bloom et ihis s~a~on, it would be so ni~e even to SEE 
oner 
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The Xiphiums, Junos, Oncocyc lus and Regelias fill out the early part 
of April. How regretful it is that their blooming period in not 
longer! 

Some of the Hexagonas and Louisianas _ere now starting . Sometimes, the 
entrance of May brings a real hail storm, and our hope fo r show irises 
felte~s again . But somehow, it all works out nicely and you find your 
pogone~ your late Californians, a few Evensias, and Xiphium ere still 
c o L o r f u l • 8 y n o w , t h e s p u r i a a ha v e come 1 n t o f u l l b L o om and L . 
ochroleuca, I. monni e ri, and I. aurea form a . background for the
smaller sub-species of spuria sect i on: I, kerneriana, ye llow, 1 0 
inches; I. sjntenisii, lovely deep blue , 10 inches (how well this does 
in e normal bo rder and it sets numerous seed pods--atso b looms again 
in Sap-temberr); I, aramjnas, of plum color and fragrance, only six 
inches tall. 

YELLOW AND GRAY FLOWERS 

Irjs foetjdjssjma, though it has dull yellow and grey flo~ers, can be 
used for hybridizing. Crossing a yellow spuria with the L. 
foetidjssima pollen hes brought forth plants with Lovely· tall, af)iny 
green foliage; graceful, too. The foliage has no t ~urned brown in two 
years and this year, when the plants bloom, should give the answer to 
the ga r den value of the cross. 

I. hyacinthi an a (ensatal in the rock garden has proved to be a heevy 
and Long blooming plant, setting many seed pods, after the Lovely blue 
flowers have faded . {nov, I. lactea'- Ed.) 

I. kumeonensis (pseudoregelia] will bloom th is May, I hope! Planted 
from seed, only one survive.d . A new planting last August, 1956, i_s 
more hopeful for there are three plants, 2 inches tall already, from 
the three-year-old seed . 

AS June comes on, the Japanese iris are ready to carry an the color. 
The exquisite I- kaempferi (now I. ensate. Ed.) and the Higo strains, 
planted in a richly prepared acid so il bed where they will have 
filtered sunshine, ere exciting. Please, no Lime conditions, if you 
want them to live. Flood them gently a nd deeply with water on the hot 
days. They thrive best vdth their "toes coot." Others to bloom are 
I • l a e y i g a t a , I • p s e u d a c a r u s , I • v e rs i c o l o r and I • eh re y e i • [ L 
yjrgjnice Shrevai. Ed . ) 

XIPHIOIDES NOT OFTEN SEEN 

I, Xiphioides {Engl~sh Iris) is not too frequently seen. Having lost 
a number from my first planting, I ~ound out they too, do well in a 
slightly acid soi L. There seems t.o be a ·cha L Lange for their success 
nere, so this year there'~ hope for about fifty plants to fill in this 
ffljAth • . 

!,"acute" (Sibirica sectiori) has a most unusual hairy or furry-looking 
root stock. This and other Siberians should do well if planted in 
slightly acid soil and kept well q~~reii . {I. siberica ACUJA. Ed.) 
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Irises are now slowing down, but for July and for August there is 
one--I. dichotoma (of the Pardenthopsis section) that will be 
welcomed. (N~ longer 1n the Genus Iri~. Ed.) 

Somehow .there are always a few dwarfs . or a white table iris that also 
enjoy these months for some reason~ September end October are the 
months f 'or the remontants to start their cycle once again and even 
unguicularis has started blooming in September. 

November end Dec ember--end now we start the year all over. I, elata 
has bloo~ed on Thanksgiving Day, also on Christmas and New Year's Day. 

(Reprinted .from Region 14 8ulletin, Spring, 1948.) 

* * * * * * * ·* * *. 
Here is yet another example of iris-like designs from antiquity. 
These come from an account of e classic archeological discovery made 
in the ~SSR in the 1920's, "Frozen Tombs of Siberia, Pezyryk Burial~ 
of Iron" Age Horsemen," by Sergei I. Rudenko, translated end edited by 
Dr. M. W-. Thompson, University of Cal'ifornia Press, Berkeley and Los 
Angeles, 1976. The tombs date from about 400 to 400 B.C., and 
belonged to a people described as being "like the Sythiens"--bold 
horsemen known to the ancient Greeks--but not certainly identified 
with th~m. ·rhe occupants seem to have been chieftains, buried with 
their wives, numerous horses, end extensive grave goods. Permanently 
icy 1con~itions · have allowed the rare survival of fabrics end teether 
work, with ~elabor ets appliqued, embroidered end woven designs still 
brightly, colored. Animals, lifelike and full of action, were favorite 
subject~ for deooration. Plant designs were more stylized. The four 
fleur-de'.-li s with the ci re le differ .little f ram modern exa111p l es. The 
figures in the diamond-shaped design, however, actually suggest an 
iris flpwer ••• • certainly these people lived in an area where 
iridee~attll grow. 

C 
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d-ou,i.1iana 
by JOE G. RICHARD 

Member of Baton Rouc~ Men's Club. 
Asst. Dlredor and State A,ent 

A,:ricultural Ext. Sen.rice 
Louisiana University. 

(Another of the heirlooms received by 
the King County Iris Society though 
probably more recent than ths Vioacn 
article: page 1082. The psge ~e have 
111as apparently rsprinted from an Exten
sion Bulletin by the Bston Rougs Men's 
Garden Club. Descriptions are of four 
"good" species but not including t he 
type species, I. hexeoona, and includ
ing one that does not belong in Seri ea 
Hexagonae--the "Louisiana" species-
but in Seriee Laevigete. Ed.) 

fufs of tilt Iris Plut 

The Louisian a native Irises have gained national acclaim and aPe 
becoming more popular with the amateur collecto rs and gardeners, both 
for their - variety of color and -beauty of flower. The blooming season 
starts in March on the Gulf Coast and moves northward with the season~ 
The Low areas of Louisiana along the edges of its numerous streams 
have peen planted rtith a wide distribution of the floating nati.ve Iris 
seeds·. 

Ase garden flower, the wild Irises do wel l under a wide variety of 
s o i l ·a n d g a rd en co n d i t i o n s e n d l a n d s c ~ p a s • T h e y w i l't- t h r ·i v e · o n 
highlands and on lowlands. Bog culture is ideal if Landscape permits. 
The shallow edge of ·a Lake o~ pond is a most naturalistic spot for 
Louisiana Irises. 

' 

Following is a brief description of five groupings of types found in 
Louisiana: 

1. Rust-Red (Fulva) Small flowers with many blooms of rust 
red shades on erect stem abo ut 3 0 iflches in height. Both 
petals and sepals droop end have no signal pstch. It occurs 
in color values of crimson, pink, and even clear yellow. 

2. Abbeville Typas . The Abbeville Red or "Super" Fulva is 
found in southwest Louis tane near Abbeville. These giant rads 
are in a class all their own. Tha color r ange is from red to 
yellow and brown to deep purple. The wi~e ove rlapping petals 
end sepals are sometimes marked wi t he long crest or signal 
patch. Sometimes they are void of any signal markings. Most 
blooms have a wonderful subst~nce . a~g may be of crepe-like 



.. -' texture or a velvety sheen. The style arms are short . The 
foliage is broader and the rhizomes are larger _ than the 
regular fulve . [Now!. nelsonii. Ed . } 

3. Dwarf (Foliosal (Including Flexicaulis, Brevipes, end 
Mississippiensie} Medium size flower of much substance with a 
color range from b lue shadeG to white. Blooms may occur on 
zi·g-zag or fairly straight stems low in the fot.iage. Plants 
and rhizomes are rnuc~ smeller than other forms. Also~ it 
bloom s later and usually grows fn shadie r places than others. 
(Now I-. breyjcau ljs . Ed.) 

4. Giant blues {Gig anticse rulse} Large, recurving flower 
parts ranging in color from blue and purple to white. Flowers 
with vertical petals (standards) and horizontal sepals {falls) 
are borne at different Levels on very tall, erect stalks . 

5. Pine Flat Types (Virginica, including Ve~sicolor, Shrevef, 
and Carolina) Medium afze flowers ranging in color from deep 
blue to white with heavily veined fragrant blossoms on Lateral 
branching slander stems. The dark green foliage has a decided· 
mid rib. This characteristic ia not found in any other 
Louisiana native Iris. It is not kno~ n to cross pollinize 
with other forms of Louisiana native Irises. [These species 
belong to Series Laevigata · , not Hexagona , or "Lou_:isiana" 
S~ct ion. Ed.) 
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Hybrids found in the wild, as well as those produced tn the · gerden by 
hybridizers, number into the thousands. As these hybrids make good, 
they ~ a y b e g i v en a v a r i et y name • Some of the beat I r i s·e s ha v a no 
name, while others have several names. Many of the named hybrids 
have .been register e d and the descriptions are recorded with the 
Ameri~an Iris Society. 

You will be interested in increasing the quantity of your best 
varieties. 

Thar~ are two practical methods of perpetuating or increasing Iris 
stock via vegetative and seed propagation. 

Rhiz ome Separation: Under nstural conditions, single rhizomes usually 
multi~Ly two or threefold in a year, but have been known to multiply 
21 fQld, spreading radially. When a single rhizome forms a bloom 
stalk, it usually produces aleo two sids shoots. These shoots form 
new rhizomes and continue the process, of natural increase . 

Seed pods ~il l develop on most wild Irises. If pollinated, each pod 
produces from sevarel to about 60 cork-like seeds . This method of 
increase is very important to Iris hybridtze r s in developing new forms 
and colors, but it is slow. ALL t he seeds 1n a pod may not germinate 
the f_i rst year . 

If Iris seeds ere l ef t on the stalk to fully mature and harden, they 
germinate ve,r y slowly. The fully matured, Leta harvested, dri ed-out 
seeds will go into whet ts known ea a "rest-period" and it may take 
~!3 \! ~ r a l. y e e rs f o r a l l o f t h em ~ o s p r o u t • H owe v e r , you ca n h as t e n 
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germination of Iris seed by harvesting them when the seed pod is still 
partially green. Planting at harvest time (June and July in 
Louisiana) wi Ll produce a higher percentage of .seedlings by fall and 
early spring. 

Soil erd cultural requir~ments of the native Irises are opposite to 
those of the bearded Iris . Natives thrive bast in slightly acid or 
sour soil with abundant moisture, whereas the bearded do their best in 
alkaline or sweet soil end extra good drainage. Highlands, lowland , 
or even bog conditions are satisfactory. 

Plenty .of organic material such as animal manures, compost, or green 
Legume crops turned under with the soil, plus commercial fertilizer 
are nepessary for a good Iris bloom crop. Poultry yard manure is the 

-most effective for Iris. 

The well-rotted organic material should be mixed or ~orked fnto the 
soil while preparing the beds and also spreed lightly over. the 
rhizo~es just after plant·ing. Use at least a good wheelbarrow load 
per 6 to 8 square feet. 

Supplemental plant food in the form of commercial fertilizer should be 
applied in several applications both in early fell when ·roots start 
devel~~ing and very early spring, about two months before blooming. A 
nitrogen fertilizer, such as nitrate of soda, sulfate of am~onia, or 
emmoniµm nitrate is recommended. 

Moisture is most needed during early fell when plants are getting 
established and in early spring for about two months prior to 
blooming. This us ually coincides with rainy seasons in Louisiana. 

During these . periods, if weather is too dry, it msy be necessary to 
irrigate thoroughly. One thorough soaking of the Iris beds is better 
then an occasional light sprinkling. Soils high 1n organic mat~er 
store more moisture for dry seasons. This is why Irises do so well. in 
a fertile soil where a Lot of humus and Liberal mulch hes been added. 

• * • * • * * * * • 

The Garden Journal of the Royal Horticultural Socfety vol. 107 part 
10, October 1982, page 386, has a photograph of I_r j s enseta in color. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 



MAJOR ADDITIONS TO THE LIST OF PUBLISHED COLOR PHOTOS OF IRIS SPECIES 

Compiled by: Homer Metcalf 

A number of major publishing events in iris literature have enabled 
the preparation of an extensive list of published color photos of 
speci~s irises, comprising a total of 121 taxa. These photos represent 
arotmd half the species recognized in the genus Iris L. Readers with 
access to the references listed below will be able to gain a much better 
conc~pt of the great variability in flower and plant ·form among irises 
than heretofore, 

The list presented here is restricted to color photos and. does not 
include references to black and white photos or line drawings that.may 
appear in the publications cited, Most interspecific h~brids of garden 
origin have been omitted . 

. The list is presented in a taxonomic framework since a number of 
new species have been described recently and their placement in the 
genus would not be familiar to many readers. In general, the arrange
ment of the genus used by Brian Mathew (Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew) in 
his recent book has been followed, but there has been no hesitation to 
depart from that arrangement in minor ways when it seemed preferable. 
Only partial synonymy is given . · 

Each entry in the list is followed by one or more code symbols at 
the right hand margin of the page. The key to these code symbols·will 
be found in conjunction with the list of references. Since only six 
references are involved, the code should prove not too complicate·d for 
the erudite readers of SIGNA. 

Eventually, all the species of Iris may be expected to be illus
trated in color in some publication.~ile those from some parts of 
Asia may be among the last to be so illustrated, readers are reminded 
that not even all the North American species have appeared in .published 
coloF photos. It would be appreciated if ~eaders will call to my 
attention color photos of species not yet mentioned in this series of 
notes . 

Cassidy, G. E, & s. Linnegar 
1982. Growing irises. 

REFERENCES 

London & Canberra: Croom Helm Ltd, 160 pp . 

Cohen, Victor A. 
1967. A guide to the Pacific Coast irises. 

London: British Iris Society. 40 pp. 

Kohlein, Fritz 
1981. Iris. (Text is in German) 

Stuttgart: Verlag Eugen Ulmer 360 pp. 
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So~rce 
Code 

C&L 

C 

K 
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McEwen, Currier McE 
1981 . Siberian irises. 

Elk River (MN): Society for Siberian Irises. 75 pp. 

Mathew, Brian M 
1981. The iris. 

London: B. T. Batsford , Ltd. 202 pp. 

Wendelbo, P. & B. Mathew W&M 
1975. Iridaceae: In: Rechinger, K. H. (ed. ), Flora Iranica, part 

112 - Flora des Iranischen Hochlandes und der wnrahmenden 
Gebirge - Persien, Afghanistan, Teile von West Pakistan, 
Nord-Iraq, Azerbaidjan , Turkmenistan. (Text is in English). 
Graz (Austria): Akademische Druck-u . Verlagsanstalt. 79 pp. 
+ 24 figs. 

Genus IIUS L. 
Subgenus IRIS 

Section IRIS (Bearded irises) 
I. albertii Regel 
I . albicans Lange 
I . attica Boissier & Heldreich 
I. germanica L., 'Florentina' (syn.: I. florentina L.) 
I . imbr icata Lindley 
I. pallida Lamarck, spp. pallida 
I . pallida Lamarck , spp. cengialtii (Ambrosi) M. Foster 
I . reichenbachii Heuffel 
I . schachtii Markgraf 
I. suaveolens Boissier & Reuter 

(syn.: I. mellita Janka, I. glockiana o. Schwarz) 
I. variegata L . -

(syn.: .!_. flavescens Delile, .!_. reginae Horvat & Horvat) 
I . x sambucina L. (.!_. variegata x .!_. pallida) 
.!_. varbossiana ·Maly (probably a form of.!_. germanica L.)· . 

Section ONCOCYCLUS (Siemssen) Baker 
I. acutiloba C. A. Meyer , ssp. lineolata (Trautvetter) Mathew 

& Wendelbo 
(syn.: I. helenae Barbey , I. ewbankiana M. Foster) 

I. atrofusca Baker 
I. atropurpurea Baker 
I. barnumae Baker & M. Foster 
I . barnumae, spp. barnumae, f . urtniensis (Roog) Mathew & 

Wendelbo 
I . barnumae, spp. barnumae , f. protonyma (Stapf) Mathew & 

Wendelbo 
I. barnumae , .ssp. demawendica (Bornmueller) Mathew & Wendelbo 
I . gatesii M. Foster 
I. iberica Hoffmannsegg, spp . elegantissima (Sosnovski) 

Fedorov & Takhtajan 
I. iberica Hoffmannsegg, spp. lycotis (Woronow) Takhtajan 
I . lortetii Barbey 

Source 
Code 

K 
K 
M 
K 

M, W&M 
K 
M 
K 
K 
K 

K 

K 
K 

W&M 

K 
M 

M, W&M 
W&M 

W&M 

W&M 
~ 

K, W&M 

M, W&M 
C&L 

I . meda Stapf (syn . : I. fibrosa Freyn) 
I . paradoxa Steven 
I . samariae Dinsmore 

M, W&M 
K, M, W&M 

K · 

I. SU S iana L. K 



Genus IRIS L. 

Subgenus IRIS (cont . ) 
Section REGELIA Lynch 

I. afghanica Wendelbo 
I. hewcri Grey-Wilson & Mathew 
I. hoogian~ Dykes 
I. korolkowii Regel 
I. kuschkensis Grey- Wilson & Mathew 
I. lineata M. Foster ex Regel 

(syn.: .!_. karategina B. Fedtschenko) 
I. x regeliocyclus 'Dardanus' 

Section PSEUDOREGh'LIA Dykes 
I. kamaonensis Wali'i.ch ex D . Don 

Subgenus LIMNIRIS (Tausch) Spach 
Section LOPRIRJS (Tausch) Tausch (The Evansia irises) 

I. cristata Solander 
I . japonica Thunberg 
I. milesii M. Foster 
I. tectorum Maximowicz 

Section LIMNIRIS 
Series CHINENSES (Diels) Lawrence 

I. minut·oaurea Makino 
Series RUTHENICAE (Diels) Lawrence 

I. ruthenica Ker-Gawler 
I. uniflora Pallas 

Series TRIPETALAE (Diels) Lawrence 
I. setosa Pallas ex Link 

SeriesSIBIRICAE (Diels) Lawrence 
Subseries CHRYSOGRAPHES (Simonet) Lenz 

_!. chrysographes Dykes 
I. forrestii Dykes 
I. wilsonii C. H. Wright 

Subseries SIBIRICAE (Diels) Lenz 
I. sibirica L. 

Series-CALIFORNICAE (Diels) Lawrence 
I. bracteata S. Watson 
I. fernaldii R. C. Foster 
I . innominata L. F. -Henderson 
I . macrosiphon Torrey 
I. tenax Douglas ex Lindley 
I. t enax Douglas ex Lindley, s pp. klamathensis Lenz 
I. tenuiss:i.ma Dykes 

Series LONGIPETALAE (Diels) Lawrence 
.!_. longipetala Herbert (prob. a form of the following sp . ) 
I . missouriensis Nuttall 

Series LAEVIGATAE (Diels) Lawrence 
_!. ensata Thunberg (syn .: I. kaempferi Siebold) 
_l. laevigata Fischer 
.!_. pseudacorus L. 
I. versicolor L. 
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Source 
Code 

M, W&M 
W&M 
C&L 

K, M, W&M 
W&M 
W&M 

C&L 

K, M 

M 
M 
K 

C&L 

M 

K 
K 

M, K 

McE 
McE 
·K 

K 

C 
C 

c. K, M 
C 

C, K 
C 

C, K 

M, K 
K 

.K 
C&L, M, K 

C&L. K 
M. K 
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Genus IRIS, subgenus LIMNIRIS, section LIMNI RIS, (cont.) 
Sourc-e 
Code 

Series HEXAGONAE (Diels) Lawrence 
I . brevicaulis Rafinesque K 
I. fulva Ker-Gawler K 
.!_. giganticaerulea J . K. Small K 

Series SPURIAE (DieTs) Lawrence 
I. crocea Jacquemont ex R. C. Foster K 
I. kerne.riana Ascherson & Sintenis K 
I. pontica Zapalowicz K 

(syn . : I . humilis M. Bieberstein, I. marschalliana Bobrov) 
I . spuria 1-:-, spp. carthaliniae (Fomin) Mathew K 
I. spuria L. • spp . halophila (Pallas) Mathew & Wendelbo . K 
I. spuria L , , spp. misulmanica (Fomin) Takhtajan M, W&M 
I. spuria L., spp. notha (M. Bieberstein) Ascherson & Graebner ·K 
.!_. spuria L., spp. ~uria , var, subbarbata (Jo6) Dykes K 

Series FOETIDISSIMA (Diels) Mathew 
I . foetidissima L. K 

Series TENUIFOLIAE (Diel s) Lawrence 
.!_ . songarica Schrenk . M, W&M 

Seri es ENSATAE (Diels) Lawrence 
I. lactea Pallas (illus. as I. ens at a) K 

Series SYRIACAE (Diels) Lawrence 
.!_. grant-duffii Baker K 

Series UNGUICULARES (Diels) Lawrence 
I. unguicularis Poiret (syn.: .!.• stylos a , I. cretensis) K 
I. unguicularis Poiret, 'Cretensis' M, K 

Genus IRIS 
Subgenus NEPALENSIS (Dykes) Lawrence 

I. decora Wallich (Syn.: I. nepalensis D. Don, I. yunnanensis 
-: LJ°veille) \ 

Genus IRIS 
Subgenus XIPHIUM (Miller) Spach 

I. latifolia Miller (illus . as Xiphium latifolium) 
(syn.: _!,. xiphioides Ehrhardt) 

I . serotina Willkomm 
I. xiphium L. (Illus. as Xiphium vulgare, var. lusitanicum) 

Subgenus SCORPIRIS Spach (The Juno ir~es) 
I. aitchisonii (~aker) Boissier 
I. albo-marginata R. C. Foster 
I . aucheri (Baker) Sealy (syn.: I. fumosa Boissier & Haussknecht 

ex Boissier, I. sindjarensis Boissier & Rausskn'echt) 
I. bucharka M. Foster (syn.: I. orchioides of gardens) 
I . cabulica Gilli 
I . carterorum Mathew & Wendelbo 
I . caucasica Roffmannsegg 
I . cycloglossa Wendelbo 
I. doabensis Mathew 
I. drepancphylla Aitchison & Baker 
I. drepanophylla Aitchison & Baker, ssp . chlorotica Mathew & 

..,- \.J'endelbo 

M, K 

K 

M 
K 

W&M 
M 

M. W&M 

K, W&M 
W&M : 
W&M 
W&M 
W&M 

M, W&M 
W&M 
W&M 

l .. 
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Genus IRIS, subgenus SCORPIRIS (cont.) 

' ' 

.. ,... .. 

. . ... . _., 

I. 
I. 
'( . 
I. 
I. 
I. 

I. 
I. 
I. 

I· 
I. 
'I. 
I. 
I. 
I. 
I. 
T. 
I. 

fosteriana Aitchison & Bake r 
hyroenospatha Ma thew & Wendelbo 
kopet dagensis (Vvedensky) Mathew & Wendelbo 
kuschakewiczii B. Fedtschenko 
magnifica Vvedensky 
microglossa Wendelbo 
nicolai Vve·densky (prob. = I. rosenbachiana Regel) 
odontostyla Mathew & Wendelbo 
persi ca L. 
p lanifolia (Miller) Fiori & Paoletti (syn . : I. ala ta Poiret. 
..!_. scorpioides Desfontaines) 
platyptera Mathew & Wendelbo 
porphyrochrysa Wendelbo 
pseudocaucasica Grossheim 
rosenbachiana Regel 
stocksii (Baker) Boissier 
wendelboi Grey-Wils on & Mathew 
xanthochlora Wendelbo 
zaprjagejewii N. Abramov 

Subgenus HERMODACTYLOIDES Spach (The 11Reticulata" irises) 
·I . baker i ana M. Foster 
I . danfordiae (Baker) Boiss ier 
I. histrio Reichenbach, f. 
I . histrio Reichenbach, f ., var . aintabensis G. P. Baker 
I. histrioides (G . F. Wilson) S. Arnott 
I . pamphylica Hedge 
I . reti culata M. Bieberstein 

* * * * * * ~ * * * * * 
SPECIES IRISES AS A LEARNING TOOL 

M, W&M 
W&M 
W&M 

M 
C&L, K 

W&M 

K, M 
W&M · 
W&M 

K 

W&M 
W&M 

M, W&M 
W&M 
W&M 
W&M 
W&M 

M 

K .. 

M, K' 
M 
K 

M, K 
M 

C&L , M, W&11 

SIGNA member Mich ae l Wy nn of Canton, Ohio, ha s been s haring his iri e 
hobby with schoo l chi Ldren in his area, giving sl~de programs end 
helping wi t h pl ant projects, most recently with the 4th grade cla ss of 
Woodlawn School . With his assistance , the children have planted sesd 
futnished by the SIGNA seed exc hange, using l itt le greenhouses m~de 
from plastic jugs. When Michae l borrowed the SIGNA sli des, we ma de up 
a special set, e ach s pecies wi t h a litt le bit of geogr aphic al or 
historical Lors con n e c t e d to it . Seeds and s lides together reat ly 
fired up their e nthusia sm , a nd j ust before schoo l was out last s pring , 
we received a c h eck f or $15.00 from the class, t hrough their PTA , i n 
support of our activities. We a re pleas e d t o make these 4t h graders 
our fir s t junior members. We a r e sending t hem a group membership, ~nd 
bac k issues of our publi cat ion . High teacher int e r est i n the proj e ct 
promises c ont i nuity, a nd we'll be hoping fo r further reports on th e i r 
progres s and r esult s. 

JGW 
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IRIS SEROTINA -- A LA'l;E-FLOWERING XIPHION 

Ve.Anon H. He!{JJood, l3.Sc.. .. . . 
IRIS SEROTINA was published by Willk.omm in Willkomm & Lange's Prodx>omus (1870). 

He based it on specimens lie had collected in the Cerro de Javalcon (Province of 
Jaen 9 Andalucia) and gave it a short description differentiating it from I. xiphium. 
The main features were its late flowering (August,Septembcr), 2-3 flowered stem, 
reddish, elegantly striated spathe- v.:.lvas, oblong-lanceolate limb of the fall pro
duced into a short linear claw, and short linear-setaceous upper stem-leaves . The 
value of these characters, -per se, in affording I . serotina specific rank was doubt
ful, although nowadays late flowering is recognised as an important isolating mech
anism (seasonal isolation); in fact Dr . Anderson considers difference in flowering 
season as one of the mai~ factors in isolating certain iris species (v . Dobzlumsky 
(1941) 260) ·• 

Foster (1893) in his review of bulbous irises included I. serotina as a species 
with the comment -- were the plants found in good condition? Dykes (1913) in his 
monograph telegated Willkornm's iris to the synonymy of I. riphium. The iris had, 
by then, be~n collected in two new localities by Reverchon: the Sierra de Cazorla 
and the S. del Pinar. Dykes saw Reverchon:s specimens in the Edinburgh Herbarium, 
but his only allusion to I. serotina was as folows : - -- 111 have had in cultivation 
some bulbs ( • • • ) name.d I. Ta-z:tii( • . . ) and I ccmi.ot di::,dnguish the plants either in 
growth or in the flower3 from slender forms of xiphium except in their habit of 
flowering l~te in June or even 5.n July. Willkmr.m' s I. ser>otina was probably a sim
ilar form (Cf. Reverchon's specimens from tLa Sir-:.rras de Cazorla and del Pinar at 
a height of 5,400 feet and 5,100 f':"!et which flowered in September and August respect
ively)". 

Dykes's ruling on I. serotina seems to have been accepted by most Iris author
ities. However, the Spanish botanist Cuatrecnsas (1928) collected bulbs of an iris 
in the Sierra de Magina (Prov. of Jaen) and these were flowered in the garden of 
the Museo de Biologia, Barcelona, and determined by Cuatrecasas as I . serotina. 
In August, 1929, Cuatrecasas (1930) again found the iris in the Sierra de Magina, 
"in perfect state of flowering". And there the matter rested until another Spanish 
botanist, Dr. Pio Font Quer published in 1932 a paper of considerable i~portance 
concerning this late-flowering species. lie related how bulbs of an it'"is brought 
back by Vuatrecasas from the Sierra de :Viagina, in 1929, ha.d flowered in July at the 
Botanic Garden of the Museo de Ciencias Naturales, Barcelona, and how he was sur
prised to find that the three inner t~pals (the standards) were reduced to minute 
linear processes~ so that the perigonium appeared to consist entirely of the three 
outer tepais . 

I have examined the specimens of I . serotina in the Edinburgh Herbarium from 
the Sierra de Cazorla and found the same reduction of the inner tepals . So far we 
can follow E'ont Quer, but he goes on to say 11 

• •• but it was evident to me that it 
could not pertain to that specific entity of Willkomm (I. serotina), because that 
the author included it in the section Xiphion and separated it from the type of 
that section by secondary characters". Font Quer, indeed, places I. serotina in 
section Juno although I am at a loss to understand why; but this aspect is discussed 
later . 

In orqer to settle the question of the identity of the "Iris of the Magina" 
beyond doubt, Font Quer obtained the type of I. serotina from Willkomm's own herb
arium. This enables him to "confirm in c:.n unequivocal manner that Cuatrecasas had 
defined exactly the Iris of the 1'1..agina although the characters of I. serotina do not 
completely .agree with that species". As a further check, he examined bulbs from the 
Cerro de Jabalcuz (locus classicus) and found that, although they had no flowers, 
their vegetative characters were the same as those of Willkomm's type and of the 
plant of the Magina; he then had not 11 the l east doubt about the inexplicable error 
of Willko~m in taking such a distinct species, as this is, for a form akin to 

) 
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I .Wl-phion (i.e., xiphium) "· According he re-described it as below. 
It should be added here that del Amo y Mora (1871) in his Flora of the Iberian 

Peninsula, published one year after Willkomm & Lange's Prodromus, included I. seroti-na 
with Qlll;te_~ full description: he noted the inner tepals as "erect, violet,obovate". 
This was, however, not based on a specimen but on the assumption that the characters 
of I. serot'i,na, other than those used by Willkomm to differentiate it from I, xiphium, 
were the same as in that species. 

Recently Prof. A. Caballero, Director of the Jardin Botanico, Madrid, included 
I. serotina Wk. in his Illustrations of the Spanish Endenric Flora (1943) but al
though his figure portrays the reduced inner tepals accurately, he made no reference 
to this remarkable condition in the text. Obviously he was not aware of Font Quer's 
study, but to have figured such a unique feature without comment is astonishing. 

It is rather surprising to find in Col. Grey's volume on the Iridaceae (1937) 
a shortened translation of Font Quer's description under the name I. Cuatrecasaii 
Font Quer. Font Quer did regard the plant of the Magina for some time as I. 
Cuatrecasasii in mente but after proving satisfactorily that it was in fact I. 
serotina Willk. he abandoned this idea. 

As noted above, Font Quer stated that the plants from the Sierra de Magina do 
not completely agree in certain characters with Willkomm's type, but, fortunately, 
he does not say what these characters are. I have not been able to see Willkomm's 
specimens but on comparing his description with Font Quer's the following discrep
ancies are revealed: Willkomm describes the spathe-valves as reddish and elegantly 
striated; Font Quer makes no mention of this feature, but it is certainly true of 
the specimens I have see.n from the Sierra de Cazorla . A second point 1s Willkomm's 
description of the outer tepals (the falls) as"oblong-lanceolate, attenuated into 
a short lihear claw". This may at fist appear very different from the "ovate
rotund limb, 1.5cm. long contracted into a claw, 2, 5cm. long and 7mm, broad" given 
by Font Q4er; if however, "oblong-lanceolate" is interpreted as meaning from apex 
to base of· the tepal (not from base to apex), and if it is remembered that the point 
where the ;imh bec~mes the claw is often difficult to specify, the two description~ 
can be rec{onciled. 
Ta:r:ononric Position 

In the light of Font Quer's discovery of the reduced inner tepals in I. serotina 
its taxonoiu-1c position needs to be reconsidered, As already mentioned Foot Quer 
places it ·.in subgenus Xiphion, section Juno. I can find no justification for this 
action as the characters of I. serotina, apart from the inner tepals, agree perfectly 
with those of section Xiphion. The rootstock is a bulb with smooth membranaceous 
outer roots and does not have thick fleshy roots attached to it as found in the 
Juno section. Moreover, I have examined the pollen grains and found them quite 
normal and without the finely sculptured bosses characteristic of the Junos. 

It is possible that Font Quer regards the reduced standards of I. serotina 
as equivaient to the small spreading (horizontal or hanging down) process~s',that 
represent . the inner perianth segments of the Juno Irises; he remarks that L serotina 
occupies a singular position in the Juno· section because the inner tepals are erect, 

Iris ·serotina is, however, so closely allied to the Xiphion section that the i 
best treatment would be to establish a new sub-section of Xiphion for it based on 
the reduced inner tepals and late flowering. 

lJistribution: Endemic to the Andalucian province of Jaen occurring on the three 
calcareou~ massifs--the Cerro de Jabalcuz, Montes de Cazorla, and Macizo de Magina, 
I collected the species in 1948 in the Barranco de Guadalentin, Montes de Cazorla, · 
where a few plants of it were growing in shady pine-woods accompanied by HeZZebol"U{3 
foetidus., S'cahiosa tomentosa, BaUota hispanica., Hippoarepis comosa:, Verbascum., 
Saponaria spp . ., eta. 
Ed. Rep!Un.ted in pcur..t 61t.om the. 1949 Yea.IL Book 06 :the. 13JLLti.l.,lz Iw Soc.i.e:ty 
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THE NATIVES ARE NO LONGER WILD! 
Jose C. Rivera 

The natives are no longer wild. Through hybridization, 
which has produced a tremendous improvement in color. 
size and variety, they are now available to all iris 
growers. Far from their natural habitat, gardeners are 
selecting from seed-raised plants to develop strains 
suited to their climat~s. 

Hybrids are best called California Iris or Pacific 
Coast Iris. The term Californicae is best reserved for · 
discussions of the species found in the foothills and at 
higher elevations of the western nountains--ma1nly in 
Washington, Oregon and California. 

Early in April of 1978 I visited the Rancho Santa Ana 
Botanic Garden at Claremont Cal Hornia, where Or. L-ee W. 
Lenz has done so much for the advancement of the Pacific , 
Coast Native Irises through his hybridizing progra~. 

The seedling patch, or experimental groun~s as 1t 1s 
called, was ablaze with all the colors of the rainbow. 
The different sh ades of blue, the yellows, the blended 
colors, together made a sight to behold. 

The experimental grounds were closed and I couldn't 
read the identifying labels through the fence. My disap
pointment wa~. only momentary 1 1for I had had a peek into 
the future. 

While walking through the gardens, a botanical wonder
land with countless specimens and a great variety of plant 
life, I came face to face with Iris longipetala, which I 
recognized from Mrs. Copley's description in the Fall 1977 
Almanac; and blooming profusely was Iris r.k>uglasiana. 
One species I wanted to see was not blooming. I. munzii~ 
which is being used to bring clear blue into the breeding 
of hybr.id Pacifk Coast irises. 

At one spot l saw a hybrid that I did not know was 
possible: Caesar's Brother, a siberian, crossed with 
I. douglasiana.. The result is a Ca1-Sibe called Royal 
California. Its leaves are slender, medium green. and 
it is about ten inches high. I saw no flower, but the 
idea is most intriguing, certainly worth a special trip 
to the gardens next spring to se~ what it is like. 

My interest in the native iris of California began in 
the early sixties when I ~as given some seeds of I ~is 
dc,uglasiana hybrids by the late George Stambach, who had 
worked with them for a iong time. Most of the seeds 
germinated and three of the seedlings were kept. Un
fortunately when I was away in Mexico looking for wild~ 
flowers, my plant-sitter mistook the seedling for wild _ 
~rass and dug them up. When I returned they were beyon~ 

. hope. My first reaction was unprintable; however, on his 
own, fl\Y friend suprised me 1ater with a peace offering of 
Ripple Rock and Ojai. Later I acquired Amiguita which 
has certainly proved a winner through the _years. Its 
colors never cease to de1ight visitors to my garden and 
attract newcomers to the ever increasing number of devo
tees of native iris. 
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Well, here, for whet it's worth is my first issue of SIGNA. -I feel 
very i~edequate to do the kind of Job that Bruc e hes done, but I would 
appreciate your commants--constructive cr i ticism? Let me know what 
you like, whet you don't like and what you would like to sea added. 
And, please, add something yourself. We would like to have your 
meteri~l here by Feb. 1 for the spring issue and August 1 for the fall 
issue. As you may know, I am editing SIGNA with much capable help 
fro~ ~ery Martin of Fridley, MN end Stan and Dorothy Rudser of 
Minneapolis. Whan we finish our Job;, it is still up to Bruce to run 
the st~ncils, assemble and mail them to you. So, you see, he hasn't 
really retired at ·ell! But with so many invol ve~ the dead.lines do 
become .more important than ever. · 

We are excited about another SIGNA publication in the offing. Bobbie 
Whitehouse nas taken on the Job of indexing SIGNA from beginning to 
present. We aren't sure when the publicat i on will be ava i lable, but 
w~ think ft will add immeasurably to the value of what has been e most 
valua6le p~blication. SIGNA, unlike many Iris publications, 1s 
timale~s--no outdated, obsolete varieties here (though keeping up with 
the nomenclatural corrections can be a problem). We are wondering how 
many of, you, given a new and co~plete index, will be interested in the 
b~ck 1~eues. Some of them are in very short supply. If there 1s 
enough ·interest, perhaps, they can be reprinted. Let us hear from 
you. Incidentally, most of the back issues ere still available at 
$1.50 e.ach from our new publications chairman, Alan McMurtrie. 

Alan has also ta ken on the Job of updating our s ources list. Please 
be sure to r ead his appeal for help on page 1074. Don't, whatever you 
do;, think that he know s all about your favorite source of 
species- send him the pertinent facts or a copy of the species section 
of a catalog or price list. Qr• ff a source ~es beeri un•~tisfactory , 
Let flitn know your problem too.. If· he gets several cQpipla.i"rita, w_e can 
be au~~ that 1s going to be con ~idered too. - (Of cou~s•~ you should . 
probeb{y Let the grower/dealer know too). 

Other special requests to you the reader--what have you ·tried in wide 
crosses and what happened? What s pecies grow well for you wherever 
you arp end whet are your special probl ems that might have interfered 
with sp~e others. Whet didn't do well fo r you. I, missoucfens1s 
grows Like e weed through a large part of the U.S. but few people have 
succeeded with it in their gardens .from what we hear . Have you? 

We are pleased to have re a ch e d an agreement with the Aril Society 
International t hat we need not ask for pe r mission t o reprint materiel 
fro~ their publications and we g rant them the s ame privilege. In 
additi.on, Sharon McAlli ste r, · t h e ir editor hes sent copies of 
quent1;1e a of ma terial on Arf l Species . We a r e going to .be pursuing 
the same kind of agreemen t with other g ~oups/sections. It does 
sfmp t ffy the editor's job , you know . 
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Roy Davidson's article on Hasophytic {thers, we learned e new word) 
Irises at Rosedown makes the Seattle Conventions real temptation. 
Jean's garden will not boon tour as I understand it, but she is a 
gracious lady who would be pleased to try to fit some of us into her 
busy schedule. 

And isn't ft e treat to have Homer's List of pictures, in color yet, 
of species. By spring we -hope we can give you some information on 
where ~hese publications are available. We wish we had time to do so 
now, but--deadlines -are a bore! 

In add1t1on to Alan's commercial sources, we are considering e 
"service" column--Like 11 wented" or "where can I buy?" If you are 
lookini for a species iris or a near-species iris, writa~-it may take 
time but we may be able to put y~u in contact with a,SOURCE. · [We may 
need an assistant editor for this, · but we think it will be useful.] 
Wa 1 ll also continue the Q & A section though it is missing in this 
issue. ' Didn't anyone have any questions? Byal 

~e hope you all noticed in the Spring BULLET IN thot our President, Jean 
Witt, received a richly daserved DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 1'11£DAL from AIS. 
We are all, I'm sure, pleaeed and proud, both for her end for SIGNA. We 
are glad the rest of the iris world has recognized her many, meny con
tributions during her 35 years of membership in AIS. As ans of the ori
ginators of the Speciee Irie Study Group ~hich evolved into Tha Species 
Iris Group of North America, llt8 have appreciated ·her competent ef.f.or.te 
in ou~ behalf. Congratulations, Jean! 

NOTICE YOUR ADDRESS LABEL: If' it is marked in red, your duaa are overdue (or 
they ~ere at the time of printing the labels). The numbore indicate the ex
pirations date of your membsrehip: 8401 meaning January, 1981; -8307 meaning 
July, 1983. There have been some mix-ups lately ~ith people ~ho paid through 
AIS--your editors dues ehow overdue! Be sure to contact rlorence Stout, 150 
No~ "sin St., Lombard, IL 60148 if you have eny questiona or, of course, if you 
~ent to pay your dues. Dues remain at $3 per year. 

PUBLICATIONS AND BACK ISSUES Of SIGNA: Back issues sre 11.50 per issue for all 
those still available. The Species Iris Study ~anuel ie S5 per copy. Order 
these from Alan Mcl'lurtrie, 22 Calderon Crescent, Willowdale, Ontario, M2R 2E5, 
Canada. 

/ 
I . ..) 

OOPSI We thought we had more pages than this. Ws could have had, but we counted 
wrong, I guess. We hope that is the biggest problam , but Ida aren't eurg until 
we get the repercuss ions. Maybe it ~ill never sgain be as large es Bruce has 
made yo~ accuato~ed to--you will need to provide help and guidance. 

SEEO EXCHANGE: We think it ie not too late to end your eeeda to the Seed Ex
change Director: Mary Duvall, Route 1, Box 142, Dassel!, ~N 55125. We know it 
isn't too late to order--tde t hink the list com~a out in November. Besides pro
viding lots of exciting irieaB for ell of us, tha Ses d Exchange is ~hat koeps 
our dues reasonable. 




