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The Newsletter of Region 2 of the American Iris Society is published twice a year and is 
mailed free to all members of the American Iris Society residing in Region 2 (New York 

State).  Please send address changes to the editor promptly, to help us reduce re-mailing 

costs.  Copy deadlines are Feb. 15 for the Spring issue, and Aug. 15 for the Fall issue. 
Permission is granted to reproduce articles, with proper attribution, unless otherwise noted. 

 
Editors:  Dorothy Stiefel  260 Michigan Hollow Rd., Spencer, NY 14883 

                                        e-mail:  IrisAcher@aol.com 
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               e-mail:  VSayles47@aol.com 
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REGION 2 OF THE AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY 
 

President & RVP Donna Lowry, 9660 Ridge RD, Brockport, NY 14420 
(585) 637-6025   Donnadonlowry@aol.com 

 

Vice President  Judy Tucholski-Zon, 130 Cresthaven DR, Cheektowaga, NY 14225 
     (716) 836-2573    Irisjudy@aol.com 

 

Secretary  Sylvia Borglum, 2202 Austin RD, Geneva, NY 14456-9118 
(585) 526-6729               Sylborg@aol.com 

 

Treasurer  Donna & Ron James, 887 County RD 3, Hannibal, NY 13074-2356 
      (315) 598-3346    ron2don@twcny.rr.com 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
 

Archives  Dorothy Stiefel, 260 Michigan Hollow RD, Spencer, NY 14883 
     (607) 589-7465     Irisacher@aol.com 

 

Bylaws   Judy Tucholski-Zon, (see Vice President) 
   

Creative Money Mildred Horak, 19 Morningside DR, Cortland, NY 13045-9726 
     (607) 753-0957    Milliehorak@hotmail.com 

 

Exhibitions  Judy Tucholski-Zon (see ByLaws) 
 

Judges Training Wendy Roller, 158 Lida Lane, Rochester, NY 14616-4133 
                    (585) 621-8985   Gwr67@peoplepc.com 

 

Membership  Donna James (see Treasurer) 
 

Newsletter Editor Dorothy Stiefel (see Archives) 
    

Youth Committee Janette Smith, 297 Atkinson RD, Pulaski, NY 13142-3158 
          Jes89@cornell.edu 

 

Webmaster  Vaughn Sayles, 640 Sheffield RD, Ithaca, NY 14850-9253 
     (607) 27301355   Vsayles47@aol.com 

 

SOCIETY AFFILIATE CHAIRPERSONS 
 

CHIS – Capital-Hudson Iris S.                Linda Knipper, 15 Wiltshire Way, Schenectady, NY 12309  
(518) 377-4987   Linda.montanaro@gmail.com 

 

CNYIS – Central New York Iris S.  Donna James,  (see Treasurer) 
           

GRIS – Greater Rochester Iris S.            Donna Lowry, (see President & RVP) 
       
HVIDS – Hudson Valley Iris & Daylily S.  Jim Robinowitz, 10 Baldwin Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

(845) 454-6415   Jmrobinowitz@hotmail.com 

 

ONIS – Ontario Iris S.   Terrance Laurin, 120 Glass DR, Aurora, ON L4G 2E8, Canada 

     (formerly Toronto Region Iris S.) (905) 841-9676   Tlaurin@rogers.com 

 

STIS – Southern Tier Iris S.             John Colley, 1389 Millburn Drive, Conklin, NY 13748-1618 
     (607) 775-5021   Lvrr_333@aol.com 
 

WNYIS – Western New York Iris S.  Judy Tucholski-Zon, (see Vice President) 
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FROM YOUR REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT 
 

On behalf of the membership, I would like to thank the out-going RVPs Kate Brewitt and 
Vaughn Sayles and their officers for all of their hard work in promoting our local 
societies and making our regions successful. 
 
The year 2011 promises to be a year of new beginnings for me as your RVP and for 
Region 2 with its expanded membership and territory. I know that this will be a learning 
experience for me, and I hope that we are all up to the challenges of integrating our 
activities. 
 
I already know some of the AIS members who reside in Ontario and Quebec and hope 
to meet those that I haven‟t had the pleasure of meeting including those members of the 
Ontario Iris Society who are non-AIS members. I will do my best to attend as many 
affiliate activities as I can fit into my schedule. It is often said, “You join for the flowers, 
but you remain for the people.” This I believe. 
 
In past years as Membership Chair, I became familiar with the names of Region 2 
members. Now, I want to put faces to those names. I have been elected to represent 
you. If in any way I can be of service, please do not hesitate to ask. I believe that the 
future of AIS and our societies is in our hands. They belong to us and are what we 
make of them. Therefore, each of us should be involved. The youthful members are our 
future, and we should encourage them to participate. Please invite a friend to come to a 
meeting. 
 
AIS should be congratulated for wiki.irises.org, the Online Encyclopedia for Irises.  
Currently, it has 20,000 pages and 19,000 images. If you have plant labels out of the 
ground due to critter activity, you may be able to identify your plants using this site. 
 
FYI, my mother named me Donna Jean, and family members were forbidden to call me 
anything other than my name. I still have cousins who call me Donna Jean. In school I 
dropped the Jean, but I continue to use the middle initial J. in memory of my mother. My 
late husband mostly called me “Babe.” But, you may call me Donna. 
 
This is the time of year that I get “cabin fever.” I am anxiously awaiting the arrival of 
spring and the promise of new and exciting blooms in the garden. I have happy 
memories of the first AIS national convention that I attended, where I met some 
wonderful people. I have completed my registration for the AIS 2011 convention in 
Victoria on Vancouver Island, Canada, and I look forward to renewing old 
acquaintances. I hope that you will be joining me there. 
 
Donna J. Lowry 
Region 2 RVP 
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AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY - REGION 2 
ANNUAL FALL MEETING MINUTES 

Saturday, October 16, 2010 
East Greenbush Community Library 

East Greenbush, NY 12144 
 

1.  Call to Order:   9:50 a.m., RVP Vaughn Sayles called meeting to order.  
  
2.  Roll Call:  Taken by Sylvia Borglum. 
  
     Present: 
 Vaughn Sayles  RVP/President-Region 2 & Webmaster 

John Colley  Vice President-Region 2, Nominating Committee Chair & 
Affiliate Chair-Southern Tier Iris Society 

 Sylvia Borglum   Secretary 
 Ron James   Co-Treasurer  

Donna James  Co-Treasurer, Affiliate Chair-Central New York Iris Society 
& Membership Chair 

Dorothy Stiefel    Newsletter Editor & Archives Chair 
Linda Montanaro Knipper Affiliate Chair-Capital-Hudson Iris Society 
Maria Gerbracht   Affiliate Chair-Western New York Iris Society  
Mildred Horak    Creative Money Chair 
Wendy Roller    Judges Training Chair 
Terrance Laurin Affiliate Chair-Toronto Region Iris Society (ed. note: now 

Ontario Iris Society (ONIS)  
Kate Brewitt RVP Region 16 (Canada)  

 Judy Tucholski-Zon  Bylaws Chair, Exhibitions Chair  
Jim Robinowitz  Affiliate Chair-Hudson Valley Iris & Daylily Society 

 
 Absent and Excused: 

Donna Lowry   Affiliate Chair-Greater Rochester Iris Society 
 Janette Smith    Youth Chair 
  
3.  Welcome/Thank You & Additions/corrections to October 3, 2009 fall meeting minutes:  
RVP Vaughn Sayles welcomed 38 people to the meeting.  Thank you expressed to this year‟s 
officers/affiliates chairs/committee chairs for all their hard work.  Special welcome extended to 
TORIS who are now joining Region 2.  No additions/ corrections to above stated minutes.  
Motion made by John Colley, seconded by David Blake to accept minutes.  Carried.  
 
4.  Treasurer‟s Report:  Ron James presented report and stated the current balance is 
$4806.07 now following funds that have come in since report prepared. The fiscal books are 
January-December.  

  
5.  Affiliate Chair Reports:     

A.  CHIS:  in Fall Newsletter 
B. CNYIS: in Fall Newsletter, additional report handed out; 2011 officers are: Donna 
James – Pres., Helen Schuler – VP, Polly Kinsman – Secretary, Ron James & Jan Smith 
– treasurers.   
C.  GRIS:  in Fall Newsletter 
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D.  HVIDS:  in Fall Newsletter 
F.  STIS:  in Fall Newsletter 
G. TORIS:  in Fall Newsletter 
G. WNYIS:  In Fall Newsletter, additional report handed out: 2011 officers are: Judy 
Tucholski-Zon –Pres., Pat Kluczynski – VP, Marilee Farry – Secretary, David Baehre – 
Treasurer. 

 
6.  Committee Reports: 

A.  Archives:  No report.   
B.   Bylaws:  No report. 
C.  Creative Money: Information is in the Newsletter. 
D.  Exhibitions & Awards:  Report is in the Newsletter.  Additional report handed out. 
E.  Judges Training:  Wendy Roller states report is in the Newsletter.  We have 26 
judges/apprentices and now TORIS is joining us from Region 16, adding another 14 for 
a total of 40 judges.  Region 2 has had 150 hours of trainings, Region 16, 40 hours of 
trainings.  
F.  Membership:   Vaughn Sayles will be assuming this position. 
G.  Newsletter Editor:  Dorothy Stiefel states there have been 2 issues published this 
year.  There are distribution and format changes.  A “New Name” contest for the cover 
page is underway – we remain designated Region 2, but will now include the Canadian 
provinces of Ontario and Quebec as well as NY state.  
H.  Youth:  No report. 
I.  Nominating:  John Colley states nominations were listed in the Fall 2010 Newsletter. 
 

 New Business: 
 
7. Election of officers for 2011: Nominations are: 

RVP    Donna Lowry  
Vice President  Judy Tucholski-Zon 
Secretary   Sylvia Borglum 
Treasurer   Ron & Donna James 
No nominations offered from the floor.  Motion made by Ron James, seconded by John 
Colley that the Secretary be authorized to cast one (1) ballot. Carried. 
 

8.  Region 2 Awards Presentations: 
Awards for 2010 winners presented:  Sondra Tillou – Peckham, Judy Tucholski-Zon – 
Blenis, Sylvia & Dana Borglum – Conroe. 
 

9.  Show dates for 2011  
 

A. Show Awards discussion: Since TORIS is joining Region 2, what about the show 
rotation order?  1) Motion made by John Colley, seconded by Donna James to 
refresh rotation by putting club names in a hat and choosing.  Discussion.  Vote: YES 
– 9, NO – 14.  Motion defeated.  2) Motion made by Jim Robinowitz, seconded by 
Sandra Tillou to grant #1 show award choice slot to new affiliate (TORIS) in the 
current rotation for 2011.  Discussion: rotation would be TORIS, GRIS, CNYIS, STIS, 
WNYIS, CHIS, HVIDS.  Vote by show of hand: YES – 22, NO – 2.  Motion carried. 

 
B. Spring Show Rotation:  reviewed 

1. HVIDS-May 15th  
2. CNYIS-July 2nd  - McGarvey.         
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3. STIS- May 22nd – Peckham.     
4. WNYIS-June 4th for TBs – Blenis ; & July 3rd - Japanese iris show.   
5. CHIS- June 4th   
6. GRIS- No show. 
7. TORIS-May 15th – Magdalen.  

 
10.   Budget for 2010:   Ron James states there are no changes for 2011 budget.  Motion 
made by Helen Schueler, seconded by Maria Gerbracht to accept budget as presented.  
Carried. 
 
11.  Bylaws committee – amendments to include Ontario and Quebec: 

Following short discussion this item will be forwarded to committee.  Judy Tucholski-Zon 
is chairperson.  Kate Brewitt and Terry Laurin volunteer to join her in working on review 
of bylaws and proposed amendments to accommodate the incorporation of Quebec and 
Ontario, Canada into Region 2. 
 

12.  Region 2 Newsletter distribution: Discussion of options include electronic vs. paper 
hardcopy.  Motion made by John Colley, seconded by Linda  Montanaro Knipper to distribute 
the Region 2 Newsletter electronically to those members with Internet access, and mail paper 
hardcopy to those members without Internet access or upon request.  Discussion following 
regarding options for limited time for transition.  Newsletter would also be on website.  Carried. 
 
13.  Additional New Business: 
 

A. Tentative Sale Dates: reviewed 
1. CHIS- August 6th  
2. HVIDS- August 13th & 20th    
3. CNYIS- August 7th  
4. WNYIS- August 6th  
5. STIS- August 6th  
6. GRIS- July 31st    
7. TORIS- August 7th   ? 

 
B.  2011 Fall Meeting Host: CNYIS will host. 
 
C.  AIS faces funds difficulty:   

                 1. Vaughn Sayles had raffle tickets for the Victoria BC Convention of 2011.  
       

D.  Thank you: John Colley expresses Thank You to Vaughn Sayles for his 3 years of 
RVP work.  All agree and applause.  RVP pin will be given to Vaughn when it is available 
again from AIS.     
 

11.  Adjournment:  Motion made by E. J. Mattson and seconded by Donna James to adjourn 
meeting.  Carried at 11:07am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sylvia Borglum, Secretary 
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AIS REGION 2 TREASURERS’ REPORT 
Ronald & Donna James, Treasurers 

 

REGION 2 ASSETS FOR 2011 
 

Balances as of 12/31/2010                   Amount 

  Checking Account               $1,546.01 

  Certificate of Deposit               $3,496.47 

  Savings Account               $3,601.87 

  Total Assets                $8,644.3 

 

REGION 2 REVENUE FOR 2010 
 

Revenue                   Amount 

  Affiliate Contributions              $1,665.00 

    CHIS     $300             

    CNYIS     $150             

    GRIS     $100             

    HVIDS     $315             

    ONIS     $100             

    STIS     $400             

    WNYIS     $300             

  Region 2 Fall Meeting               $809.00 

    Silent Auction    $779             

    Arrangement Sales $30             

  Interest Income               $30.78 

    Certificate of Deposit  $28.91             

    Savings Account  $1.87             

Total Revenue                $2,504.78 

 

REGION 2 BUDGET AND EXPENDITURES FOR 2010 & 2011 
Expenditures from 1/01/2010 – 12/31/2010 

 

Expenses    Budgeted   Expenditures   Budgeted 

      2010   2010   2011 

  Archives    $50.00   $0.00   $50.00 

  Awards    $225.00   $132.66   $225.00 

  Judges Training    $50.00   $19.71   $50.00 

  Membership    $100.00   $0.00   $100.00 

  Newsletter (2 issues)    $900.00   $706.39   $900.00 

  RVP (miscellaneous)    $100.00   $29.26   $100.00 

  RVP (Spring AIS Board Meeting)    $600.00   $133.88   $600.00 

  RVP (Fall AIS Board Meeting)    $600.00   $0.00   $600.00 

  Treasurer    $20.00   $0.00   $20.00 

  Secretary    $20.00   $0.00   $20.00 

  Creative Money    $0.00   $0.00   $0.00 

  Youth Membership    $100.00   $0.00   $100.00 

  Fall Meeting    $800.00   $800.00   $800.00 

  Website    $150.00   $134.35   $150.00 

  Miscellaneous Unbudgeted    $100.00   $0.00   $100.00 

           

Total Expenses    $3,815.00   $1,956.25   $3,815.00 
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AIS REGION 2 FALL MEETING 
 

October 7, 2011 – Cookout 
 

 6:00 p.m. at Ron and Donna James‟ Enchantment Acres 
 

October 8, 2011 – Annual Fall Meeting 
 

Riverside Inn, Fulton, New York 
 

along the banks of the scenic Oswego River in autumn 
 

Guest Speaker – Dennis Hager 
 

President of The Society for Japanese Irises 
 

Hosted by the Central New York Iris Society 
 

 

 
 
AWARDS AND EXHIBITIONS                                          Judy Tucholski-Zon 
 
 

2011 IRIS SHOW SEASON 
 

Affiliate    Award Chosen              Show Date 
 
ONIS     Magdalen Award    May 15 

GRIS     No Show        ---- 

CNYIS     McGarvey Award    July 2 

STIS     Peckham Award    May 22 

WNYIS    Blenis Award     June 4 

WNYIS    Japanese Iris Exhibit   July 3 

CHIS     No Region Award     June 4 

HVIDS     No Region Award    May 15 
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Judges Training Report                                  Wendy Roller 

 
REGION 2 JUDGES and STUDENT JUDGES 

Status Roster – as of January 1, 2011 
 

  Master     Garden/Exhibition 
 

  David Baehre     Joanne Bassett 
  Chuck Chapman    Kate Brewitt 
  Maria Gerbracht    Sylvia Chapman 
  Gloria McMillen    John Colley 
  Wendy K. Roller    Diane Crandall 
  Helen B. Schueler    Ann Granatier 
  Dorothy Stiefel    John W. Heimke 
  Judith Tucholski-Zon    Emily Ives    
  Ken Viner     Raymond Ives 
        Donna James 
  Retired Master    Ronald James 
        Eugene Koschara 
  James G. Burke    Mildred Koschara 
  Ruth C. Burke     Terrance Laurin 
  Daniel P. McMillen    Maureen Mark 
  James McMillen    E.J. Mattson 
  Dr. Carolyn Schaffner    Val Saari 
  Kathleen Shadrack    Vaughn Sayles 
        John T. Schueler 
  Apprentice     Mary Jane Shanley 
        Janette Smith 
  Marilee Farry     Frank Sorbello 
  Robert Granatier 
  Nancy Kennedy    Seeking Reinstatement 
  
  Candidate     Donna Lowry 
 

  Patricia Kluczynski 
  Kathryn Mohr 
  Mary Urist 
 

Congratulations go out to four individuals who have been diligently working their way through 
the requirements of the judges‟ training program of the American Iris Society.  At the 2010 AIS 
Fall Board Meeting, Ann Granatier and E.J. Mattson were appointed as Garden/Exhibition 
Judges, and Marilee Farry and Nancy Kennedy were advanced to Apprentice Judge status.  
Congratulations also go out to Judith Tucholski-Zon who has been elevated to the status of 
Master Judge.  Judy has served the American Iris Society as a Garden/Exhibition Judge for the 
past fifteen years and is very deserving of this honor. 
 

WELCOME FORMER REGION 16 JUDGES 
 

Region 16 of the American Iris Society was dissolved on November 6, 2010 by action of the AIS 
Board of Directors.  Region 2 is pleased to welcome to its roster of judges three Master Judges, 
two Retired Judges, eight Garden/Exhibition Judges, and two Apprentice Judges who live in 
Canada.  Although the boundaries of Region 2 have significantly increased, the region will now 
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be able to offer more judges training opportunities, provide a bigger pool of judges available for 
judging shows, and hopefully maintain a larger list of judges willing to present programs within 
the region. 
 

The international border between the United States of America and Canada will present a few 
challenges when traveling around Region 2. A valid USA passport, a passport travel card, or an 
enhanced New York State driver‟s license is necessary when crossing the USA/Canada border 
by automobile.  Donna Lowry, Region 2 RVP, is currently putting together a list of New York 
State Master Judges and Garden/Exhibition Judges who would be willing to travel to Canada to 
judge iris shows and/or present programs.  Please contact Donna if you would like to have your 
name added to this list.  
 

SPRING 2011 JUDGES TRAINING IN REGION 2 
 

So far, one judges training opportunity has been scheduled in Region 2 during 2011.  
Information on any additionally scheduled sessions will be posted on the Region 2 website 
(aisregion2.org).   
 

Judging Small Bearded Iris and Siberian Iris - 2 hours in-garden credit 
Sunday, May 22, 2011 – 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. (to be followed by a light repast) 
 

This session is being sponsored by the Western New York Iris Society.  The course will be 
presented by Joanne Bassett at her home, located at 11837 Parker Road, Marilla, NY 14052.  
The course will cover the evaluation of iris in several categories: iris currently in bloom, iris that 
need replanting, small-sized iris rhizomes planted in August, 2010, and sale iris grown in pots.  
Record keeping and voting the AIS ballot will also be addressed.  Please let Joanne know if you 
are planning to attend the course (telephone – 716-652-2569). 
 

Please let me know if any other judges training sessions are being planned within the region 
during the year 2011 (telephone – 585-621-8985 or e-mail – gwr67@peoplepc.com).  The 
deadline to include the information in the May mailing to the judges is April 15th.   
 
 

AIS 2011 Tall Bearded Symposium                          Judy Keisling, AIS President 

The Ballot and instructions for voting the 2011 AIS Tall Bearded Symposium are now available 
on the AIS website at www.irises.org. 
On the website, click on About Irises, then Awards & Surveys, and Tall Bearded Symposium. 
 
You can vote by: 
1 - Mailing or emailing your RVP the list of irises you are voting for, or 
2 - Downloading the list from the website, then print it, mark it, and mail it to your RVP. 
 
Affiliate presidents, or designated person in each affiliate, are encouraged to print the Ballot and 
take it to a meeting prior to September 1 so that AIS members without internet access have the 
opportunity to vote. 
 
Members may vote for up to 25 varieties. No write-in votes will be tabulated. 
 
Your RVP must receive all ballots by September 1. 
 

mailto:gwr67@peoplepc.com
http://www.irises.org/
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MEMBERSHIP                                                                         Vaughn Sayles 
 
The number of AIS members in Region 2 has increased significantly with the addition of the 
Canadian provinces of Ontario and Quebec.  In July 2010 our regional membership statistics 
compiled by AIS indicated that we had 6 affiliates and 128 members.  The February 15, 2011 
regional membership statistics indicate that we have 7 affiliates and 173 members.  We 
welcome the AIS Canadian members and the Ontario Iris Society to our ranks. 
 
Since July 2010 the following individuals have joined AIS for the first time or have rejoined AIS 
after a period of non-membership:  
 
Marlene & Tom Allen, Elmira, NY 
Jeannine Benoit, Lockport, NY 
Russ & Polly Kinsman, Hannibal, NY 
Kathy Macartney, Val Caron, ON 
Jinny Missons, Courtice, ON 
Sam Pattison, Staten Island, NY 
Diane Wyman, London, ON 
 
Please join me in welcoming them our Region and to our affiliates. 
 
The Region 2 AIS New Member Handbook which was last updated in October, 2001, has 
been updated in January, 2011, to reflect the changes in the boundaries of Region 2 and to 
include the presence of AIS, Region 2 and some of our affiliates on the internet.  The updated 
handbook was mailed with a welcome letter to first time members of AIS who reside in Region 2 
who joined since July, 2010, and will be mailed quarterly to new members of AIS in Region 2 
when it is reported by AIS that they have joined. 
 
The membership committee chairperson will be contacting affiliate chairpersons to notify them 
of new AIS members in order that they may contact them with specifics about club meetings 
and activities. 
 
AIS Memberships as of February 15, 2011: 
 
Canada – no affiliate     34 
CHIS     17 
CNYIS     13 
GRIS     19 
HVIDS       9 
New York – no affiliate    9 
ONIS     15 
STIS     27 
WNYIS    23 
Affiliates      7 
 
Total              173 
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REGION 2 AFFILIATE REPORTS 
 
 

CAPITAL-HUDSON IRIS SOCIETY 
 

Chair:  Linda Knipper     Vice Chair:  Dan Maier 
Secretary:  Virginia Dorwaldt    Treasurer:  Donald Salhoff 
Newsletter Ed.:  Euthemia Matsoukas   Assistant Ed.:  Virginia Dorwaldt   
 
 
2011 Calendar of Events 
 
 
Sun., March 20, 1:30pm. CHIS meeting, East Greenbush Library.  Chuck Schmitt from 
Cooperative Extension will give a talk on “Hydrangeas.” 
 
March 25-27, Capital District Garden and Flower Show at Hudson Valley Community College.  
CHIS will share an information table with the Upstate NY Hosta Society and the Hudson-
Adirondack Daylily Society.    
 
Sun., April 17, 1:30pm. CHIS meeting, East Greenbush Library, “Gardening in Iceland,” Chris 
Nahas.  
 
Sat., May 7, Siberian Dig at Euthemia & Virginia‟s houses.  Members bring their named 
Siberians and Japanese Irises for potting in preparation for the June 12th Siberian Iris and 
Perennial Sale (see below).   
 
Sun., May 29, All day Bus Trip to NYC.  A visit to the Highline, Battery Park gardens, and other 
venues to be identified.   
 
Sat., June 4, Iris Show at East Greenbush Library (entries, 10:00am, viewing, 1:00-4:00pm) & 
Annual Pot-Luck Barbecue at Virginia Dorwaldt‟s, 5:00pm.  
 
Sun., June 12, 9:00am-12 noon.  Siberian Iris and Perennial Sale in the parking lot at Main 
Square, 334 Delaware Avenue, Delmar. 
 
Sun., July 31, 9:00-12 noon. Rhizome “Dig Party” at Euthemia‟s.  Preparation of rhizomes for 
next week‟s sale. 
 
Sat., August 6, Rhizome Sale at Faddegon‟s Nursery 9:00am-12 noon. 
 
September through December events not yet scheduled.  Meetings are usually on the 3rd 
Sunday of each month, except for Holiday Party in early December.   
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CENTRAL NEW YORK IRIS SOCIETY 
 

President:  Donna James    Vice President:  Helen Schueler 
Secretary:  Polly Kinsman     Treasurer:  Jan Smith & Ron James 
 
The Central New York Iris Society has just a few members who will be very busy this coming 
year. We will be hosting the Region 2 Annual Fall Meeting at the Riverside Inn along the 
Oswego River in Fulton, New York on Oct. 8, 2011. 
2011 Calendar of Events 
April 22       Meeting at Ron & Donna James home. 
 
May 13       Meeting at Ron & Donna James home. 
 
June 3        4-H Kids Garden Visit. 
 
July 2         Japanese Iris Show, Sandy Creek Fair Grounds, Sandy Creek; Jan Smith in charge. 
 
Aug 7         Annual Sale, Auction & Picnic at home of John & Helen Schueler.   
 
Sept 16      Election of officers. 
 
Oct 7          Cookout at Ron & Donna James home. 
 
Oct 8          CNYIS hosts Region 2 Annual Fall Meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 

GREATER ROCHESTER IRIS SOCIETY 
 

President:  Donna Lowry    Vice President:  Cara Hutchings 
Secretary:  Jacqueline Hyde    Treasurer:  Wesley Hyde 
 
2011 Calendar of Events 
 
Meetings are held in the auditorium of the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Monroe County, 
241 Highland Avenue, Rochester, N.Y., beginning at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome! 
 
Thur., Jan. 27 --We had our first meeting of year. Our members were interested in learning 
about Median irises, so we purchased a CD from the AIS Storefront. Those members in 
attendance enjoyed the photos of irises. 
 
Thur. Mar. 24 (snowdate, Apr. 28) -- We look forward to trying something new. We are having a 
“White Elephant Party”. Each member is to bring a wrapped gift (value $15 or less). And then, 
let the party begin. 
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May 15 --Visit to the Royal Botanical Gardens in Hamilton, Ontario, with a dinner stop at the 
Tablerock Restaurant in Niagara Falls, Canada. 
 
 
 
Thurs. July 21--Summer picnic. Last year‟s was well attended with everyone having lots of fun.   
 
Sun. July 31, 10:00am – 2:00pm --Public Sale in the parking lot of the Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Monroe County. Donations and buyers welcome! 
 
Thurs., Sept. 22 and Oct. 27 --Fall meetings; programs TBA. 
Anyone interested in a road-trip? Don‟t forget the Friendship Garden in Highland Park, 
Rochester. The Louisiana irises bloom about the third and/or fourth week in June. Admission to 
the park is free. 
 
 
 

HUDSON VALLEY IRIS AND DAYLILY SOCIETY 
 

President:  Jim Robinowitz    Vice President:  Georgette Martin 
Secretary:  Perla Kaufman    Treasurer:  Frank Sorbello 
 
2011 Calendar of Events 
 
HVIDS meetings are held at the Marlboro Free Library unless otherwise noted. Social gathering 
begins at 1:30pm, followed by 2:00pm meeting.  
 
Mar. 6   “Tree Peonies,” Kasha Furman of Cricket Hill Garden, Thomston, CT. 
 
Apr. 3   “Creating Your Own Daylily Cross,” Richard Howard 
 
May 1   “Secrets of Creating Serenity Gardens,” Jan Johnsen 
 
May 21   15th Annual AIS Affiliate Judged Iris Show, Poughkeepsie Galleria 
 
May 22  HVIDS Open Gardens 
 
July 16  11th Annual Daylily Show 
 
July 17  HVIDS Open Gardens 
 
July 30  Iris rhizome and Daylily fan sale, Adams Fairacre Farm. 
 
Aug. 13, Aug. 20 Iris rhizome and Daylily fan Sale, Poughkeepsie Galleria. 
 
Find out more about HVIDS happenings at the following ongoing websites: 
 
     HVIDS website:   http://www.hvids.org 
 
     Garden Happenings:  http://www.hvgardencalendar.com 
 

http://www.hvids.org/
http://www.hvgardencalendar.com/
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ONTARIO IRIS SOCIETY (formerly the Toronto Region Iris Society) 

President: Terrance Laurin  Vice President: Jinny Missons 
Secretary/Editor/Webmaster: Kate Brewitt  Treasurer: Lyn Hickey  
 
2011 Calendar of Events 

April 8 – 10 – Peterborough Garden Show – Evinrude Centre, 911 Monaghan St., 
Peterborough, ON.  We will be promoting our favourite flower as well as selling potted irises. 
 
May 1 – Ontario Rock Garden and Hardy Plant Sale – Toronto Botanical Garden (TBG), 777 
Lawrence Ave. E., Toronto, ON.  ONIS will again be promoting irises and selling potted irises at 
this mid-spring plant sale. 

May 15 – ONIS Annual Flower Show and Sale – TBG, Toronto, ON 
Besides our regular club awards we will be awarding the AIS Region 2 Magdalen Award to the 
highest placed median iris.  If anyone is interested in show training please contact Terry at 
tlaurin@rogers.com by April 15 and the necessary arrangements will be made. 

May 23 – President‟s Open Garden and Plant Sale – Aurora, ON – contact the president for 
details. 

August 7 – ONIS Annual Rhizome Auction and Sale – TBG, Toronto, ON 

At our October 2010 Board meeting it was decided that our name should be changed to better 
reflect our growing membership since more and more members are joining from outside the 
Toronto area.  As a result we became the Ontario Iris Society effective November 1, 2010.  At 
the same time we elected a new Vice-President, Jinny Missons.  Jinny is an enthusiastic 
hybridizer who regularly shows her beautiful seedlings at our annual flower show.  And finally, 
with our name change, we designed a new website:  

https://sites.google.com/site/ontarioirissociety/  

 

Since this is our first iris season as a Region 2 affiliate we hope some of the Region 2 members 
from south of the border will join us at our events.  Everyone is welcome! 

 
     

SOUTHERN TIER IRIS SOCIETY 
 

President:  John Colley          Vice President:  David Blake 
Secretary:  Dorothy Stiefel    Treasurer:  EJ Mattson 
Newsletter Editor:  Vaughn Sayles 
 
2011 Calendar of Events  

STIS Meetings: Vestal Public Library (VPL), meeting 10 a.m., program 11:00 a.m. 
 
Mar. 12 – STIS Meeting, VPL, Tour of NY Botanical Garden, Dorothy Stiefel. 

mailto:tlaurin@rogers.com
https://sites.google.com/site/ontarioirissociety/
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Apr. 9 – STIS Meeting, VPL, Unusual Bulbs & Perennials, Melissa Jane Kitchen, Cornell U. 
 
May 14 – STIS Meeting, VPL, Louisiana Iris, M.J. Urist. 
 
May 22 – STIS Iris Show, Oakdale Mall. Entries, 8:00am, Viewing, 1:00-6:00pm. 
 
July 9 – STIS Annual Summer Picnic. 
 
Aug. 6 – STIS Iris Rhizome/Perennial Sale; Vestal Public Library lawn. 
 
Sept. 10 – STIS Meeting, VPL, 2010 AIS Convention. Vaughn Sayles. 
 
Oct. 8 – Region 2 Annual Fall Meeting. 
 
Oct. ? -- STIS Meeting, VPL, TBD. 
 
Nov 12 – STIS Meeting, VPL, 2011 AIS Convention, Vaughn Sayles. 
 
Dec. 10 -- STIS Annual Christmas/Holiday Meeting and dish-to-pass at the home of John  
Colley, 1389 Millburn Drive, Conklin, NY 13748-1618, 11:00 a.m. 
  
The garden of President John Colley is open to visitors.  Please call in advance (607-775-5021) 
for bloom status & to schedule your visit.   
 
 

WESTERN NY IRIS SOCIETY 

 

President:  Judy Tucholski-Zon    Vice President:  Mary Jane Shanley 
Secretary:  Patricia Kluczynski    Treasurer:  David Baehre 
 
2011 Calendar of Events 
 
Apr. 17 Early Spring Siberian iris transplanting at Dave Baehre‟s residence. Dave has 
many irises to share, so bring plenty of supplies…your own pots and soil.  
 
May 22 Judges garden training session at the home of Joanne Bassett. 
 
June 4  Iris Show and Exhibit at Eastern Hills Mall, Williamsville, NY. The Region 2 Blenis 
Award for best TB iris will be awarded, and Ikebana International Chapter 50 members will 
provide their annual exhibit of floral arrangements.   
 
June 8  Local iris garden tour. Information  will be sent to Affiliate chairs. 
 
July 3  Annual  Japanese Iris Show at Rudolph Galley Greenhouses, West Seneca, NY. 
 
July 31 Siberian Iris dig in Judy Tucholski-Zon‟s garden, preparatory to annual sale. 
 
Aug. 6  Annual iris rhizome sale. 
 
Sept. 25 Judges‟ training, “Judging Ethics” at home of Maria Gerbracht. 
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2010 REGION 2 FALL MEETING                                       Euthemia Matsoukas 

 

CHIS hosted 65 people at the AIS Region 2 
Fall Meeting on Saturday, October 16th, at 
the East Greenbush Community Library.  
The morning Executive Board and General 
Membership meetings went smoothly and 
quickly.  The minutes for the meeting can be 
found on page 3 of this newsletter.  Thanks 
to Virginia Dorwaldt for coordinating the 
breakfast. 
 
Over 85 items were brought in for the silent 
auction which netted almost $800 for the 
Region.  Thanks to all who brought in the 
beautiful books, art work, garden décor, and 
for the gorgeous hand painted iris room 
divider/screen contributed by Dorothy 
Stiefel.  Ann Vandervort coordinated this 
event, ensuring that the items were 
displayed beautifully.  She was ably 
assisted by her husband, Jim, Mary Lou 
Nahas and Louise Schindler.  Thanks to all 
of you for a job well done! 
 

 
Business meeting in progress with the 

Silent Auction in the background. 
 
After the large conference room was 
vacated at noon, we were able to swoop in, 
move all the tables and chairs and arrange 
the room for the pot-luck luncheon.  
Magdalena Stone made exquisite floral 
designs for the tables and CHIS members 
demonstrated their expansive culinary skills 
for the delicious lunch. 
 
Marty Schaefer and Jan Sacks presented 
two excellent programs – their main 
program addressed developments in their 

iris hybridizing accompanied by beautiful 
slides followed by their judges training on 
species and species crosses.  We have 
such a treasure in these two wonderful 
human beings whose talent and humility are 
so evident in everything they do.  Thank you 
Jan and Marty for making our day so 
interesting and FUN!  CHIS purchased 
enough potted irises from Jan and Marty so 
that all of us were able to take home a 
special souvenir of the day. 
 
Thanks to Joanne Meier for coordinating the 
day and Dan Maier, Euthemia Matsoukas, 
Linda Knipper, Ann Vandervort, and Virginia 
Dorwaldt for all their planning and work. 
 

  
Linda and Euthemia taking a pause! 

 
There was a lot of positive feedback about 
the meeting but this note sums it up nicely! 
 
“Hello again, I just wanted to let all of your 
hard working members know that you all did 
a wonderful job with the convention.  Good 
speakers, good judges training, good food 
and wonderful hospitality.  Thank you.  
Marilee Farry, WNYIS” 
 
Thanks to all of you for making the Region 2  
meeting such a success! 
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FALL MEETING AWARDS                                                               Vaughn Sayles 

During the 2010 AIS Region 2 Fall Meeting 
on Saturday October 16th (see Region 2 Fall 
Meeting on page 15) our chairperson of 
Exhibitions for Region 2, Judy Tucholski-
Zon, presented several awards.  The first 
two awards were the Region 2 Show 
Awards.  Although four show awards are 
available from the Region each year, only 
two were awarded in 2010.  An early bloom 
season and some show cancellations 
contributed to only two awards being given 
out. 
 
Sondra Tillou was awarded the Ethel Anson 
S. Peckham Award for the best historic iris 
at the HVIDS Show.   Her entry was „Gold 
Smoke‟ (1950, R. Clarke).   
 

 
Sondra and Judy with the 

 Peckham Award 
 
Judy had to present herself with the Blenis 
Award for the best tall bearded iris.  Her 
entry „Ola Kala‟ (a lovely historic yellow iris, 
1942, Jacob Sass) was selected by the 
judges at the WNYIS Show as the best tall 
bearded iris at that show. 
 

 
Judy with the Blenis Award 

 
The McGarvey Award for best beardless iris 
and the Magdalen Award for best median 
were not awarded in 2010. 
 
Judy also presented the Region 2 Conroe 
Service Award to Dana and Sylvia Borglum.   
 

 
Judy reading the Conroe Award citation. 
 
Make sure you check out the article about 
Dana and Sylvia and the Conroe Award on 
page 18. 
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2010 IRWIN A. CONROE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD_________                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 
 
                                                                                                                                 Dorothy Stiefel 

 
 
Dana and Sylvia Borglum were the 2010 
recipients of the Irwin A. Conroe 
Distinguished Service Award, which was 
presented to them at the AIS Region 2 Fall 
Meeting held in East Greenbush, NY on 
Oct. 16, 2010.  
 

 
Dana and Sylvia with the 

Conroe Award. 
 

The text of the citation accompanying the 
plaque reads: 
 
“The 2010 Irwin A. Conroe Distinguished 
Service Award is presented to Dana and 
Sylvia Borglum in grateful recognition of 
their service to Region 2 of the American 
Iris Society (AIS). 
 

Dana has been an AIS member since 
1985, and Sylvia joined nine years ago. 
Dana has been hybridizing both bearded 
and beardless irises since the mid 1980s, 
and has achieved recognition for his 
efforts.  His 1994 Siberian iris, „Lake 
Keuka,‟ received the Morgan Wood 
Medal in 2002, and in 2010 his Species x 
iris „Ally Oops‟ received the Randolph 
Perry Medal. It is not only the hybridizing 
skill and medals that we acknowledge, 
but the generosity and cheerful “Iris 
Ambassadorship” the Borglums have 
shown throughout the years. Their 
hospitable gardens, open to iris 
meetings, tours, artists, and judges 
training sessions as well as for 
business, have generated an enormous 
amount of goodwill and publicity for the 
Iris.  
 
Dana and Sylvia have been generous 
with gifts of plants for our fund-raising 
sales and annual meetings. In addition to 
her garden and business bookkeeping 
duties, Sylvia has served as Reg. 2 
Secretary from 2002-2004, and 2009 to 
the present.   
 
It is with great respect for the Borglums 
as a team that Region 2 presents its 
highest service award.” 
 
Congratulations Dana and Sylvia, on all 
your achievements! 
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Alan McMurtrie Awarded the 2010 Foster Memorial Plaque 
The Foster Memorial Plaque        Anne Blanco White (1997 Foster Memorial Plaque recipient) 

 

One of the most prestigious honours in the iris 
world is the Foster Memorial Plaque, an award the 
British Iris Society instituted in memory of Sir 
Michael Foster.  Foster was both a collector and a 
breeder of iris whose greatest contribution was the 
introduction of tetraploid iris 'blood' into the modern 
tall bearded iris.  This award is reserved for 
individuals of any nationality who make substantial 
contributions to the advancement of the genus Iris. 
 

 
Foster Memorial Plaque 

 

In 2010 this plaque was awarded to Alan McMurtrie 
of Ontario, Canada who richly deserves it. For 
some thirty years now he has been working with 
reticulata irises – not exclusively as he has included 
Junos and pogons as well as practically anything 
else that took his fancy. Additionally, he has an 
extensive non-iris life style. Well known in the 
Canadian and United States iris world, his 
collecting expeditions to Turkey, started in 1985, 
netted him in particular his Çay reticulata and a 
diploid I. danfordiae. 
 

He settled in to hybridize and one concomitant of 
that was his record of crosses and selections and 
failures not to mention alternative garden sites for 
plants which as he says himself, “could do better if 
he tried”. The early hybrids were interesting and 
some bore an intriguing resemblance to I. 
„Katharine Hodgkin‟. But patient selection, 
crossings and back-crossings steadily resulted in 
more spectacular colour combinations which had 
never previously featured in these bulbs. This 

involved careful consideration of the older, 
commercially available plants and could they be 
crossed with the new ones to give later fertile 
offspring for further hybridizing. Anyone who has 
read his articles, let alone seen his website, will 
understand the excitement of watching a new 
potential treasure open up. It is no joke trying to 
introduce new bulbs to nurserymen and persuade 
them that they really will be worth the time and 
work to bring them to a market so very used to the 
old regulars, for they need to be increased on a 
considerable scale and to remain healthy. 
 

Alan has managed this and with luck they will soon 
be sought by more growers who would like more 
variety in colour at this time of year. We hope his 
work will continue for many years and give iris 
growers yet more treasures. 
 

 

THE IRIS 

 
Alan McMurtrie‟s seedling 03-HW-1 

 

The above picture and pictures of some of Alan‟s other 
creations can be found on his website:  
http://www.reticulatas.com/   
 

Janis Ruskans Bulbs offers some of his introductions.  
The link for pictures is: 
http://www.reticulatas.com/HTML%20Pages/Janis-
2011.html 
 

Be sure to check out the amazing color combinations 
that he‟s coming up with.

 
Note (additions by Kate Brewitt, ONIS.): This is the second time an AIS Region 2 member has won the Foster 
Memorial Plaque.  The first was Professor L.F. “Fitz” Randolph in 1955.  It is also the second time a Canadian 
has won the plaque.  The first was William Miles of Ingersoll, Ontario who received this award in 1952.

http://www.reticulatas.com/
http://www.reticulatas.com/HTML%20Pages/Janis-2011.html
http://www.reticulatas.com/HTML%20Pages/Janis-2011.html
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IRIS ON-LINE                                                                           Vaughn Sayles 
 

Many of you are aware of the clarity and 
vividness of pictures that are available on 
the Internet and this includes pictures of iris 
blooms.  The colors are certainly vibrant 
and many are color adjusted since digital 
pictures tend to intensify blue unlike printed 
pictures which tend to diminish that 
pigment.  The clarity of the pictures and the 
ability to enlarge them on your screen make 
an on-line exploration of these sites very 
enjoyable.  Most hybridizers provide 
addresses for their internet postings with 
their catalogs and you can search for the 
pictures on-line with the commonly available 
search engines.  
 
The catalog listings are only part of the 
story.  There are several websites which 
promote irises and the American Iris Society 
in addition to providing some interesting 
information and great pictures.  If you have 
a computer with internet access or can 
utilize one at a library or a friend‟s, make 
sure you check out the following websites: 
 

1. www.irises.org/ -- website for the 
American Iris Society 

 

2. http://aisregion2.org/ -- website for 
Region 2 of the AIS 

 

3. http://wiki.irises.org/bin/view -- AIS 
Iris Encyclopedia 

 

4. http://www.hvids.org/ -- HVIDS 
website 

 

5. https://sites.google.com/site/ontarioir
issociety/ -- ONIS website 
 

The AIS Iris Encyclopedia is a place which 
will eventually have information about every 
iris cultivar registered with the AIS and 
species.  Volunteers are inputting the 
information and posting pictures of the iris 
that they have taken. 
 

In addition to these websites there is a list of 
websites for each of the sections of the 
American Iris Society on the AIS website 
and in each AIS Bulletin.  These sites 

provide a great way to check out pictures of 
iris in the groups that the sections promote 
and to learn more about these iris and the 
sections. 
 
Recently, the AIS and several of its sections 
have become a presence on Facebook 
which is a free social networking site that 
some of you may be familiar with.  The link 
for AIS is: 
http://www.facebook.com/theamericanirisso
ciety  and takes you directly to the site but 
you need to be a Facebook member.  You 
can search for the other participating 
sections using their names and the search 
function on Facebook.  Each group is 
providing regular pictures of iris and 
comments which you may find enjoyable to 
check out, especially this time of year.   
 

 
„Godsend‟ 

 
Photo recently posted on AIS on Facebook 
by Bob Pries of one of Monty Byer‟s space 
age creations.  There have been many 
more posts since this one. 
 
As you are experiencing cabin fever waiting 
for spring, check out some of these on-line 
resources.  You may be surprised and 
pleased at what you find! 
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REGION 2 FAVORITE IRISES                                                                                Dorothy Stiefel 
                                  

Below, left, are listed the favorite irises in Reg. 2, according to the rank Reg. 2 voters gave them in the AIS 
symposium voted in 2010. Also shown is the corresponding AIS rank. To the right, the same information --as voted 
50 years ago! 
 

                   AIS Symposium 2010                                                  AIS Symposium 1960 
 
Cultivar  Reg. 2  AIS Cultivar   Reg. 2  AIS 
Before the Storm 1 *  18 * Blue Sapphire   1  1 
Dusky Challenger 1 *  1 Happy Birthday   2  3 
Immortality  1 *  28 Frost and Flame   3  10 
Conjuration  4 *  3 Palomino   4  5 
Golden Panther  4 *  11 Violet Harmony   5  2 
Queen’s Circle  4 *  2 Truly Yours   6  7 
Stairway to Heaven 4 *  13 Black Taffeta   7  12 
Stepping Out  4 *  18 * Patrician   8  ** 
Thornbird  4 *  9 Sable Night   9  6 
Vanity   4 *  23 * Limelight   10  11 
Everything Plus  11 *  93 * Chivalry    11 *  21 
Happenstance  11 *  15 * Harbor Blue   11 *  69 
Wintry Sky   11 *  27 Inca Chief   11 *  18 
Beverly Sills  14 *  17 Pinnacle   11 *  22 
Bride’s Halo  14 *  49 June Meredith   15 *  8 
Celebration Song  14 *  23 * Mary Randall   15 *  4 
Drama Queen  14 *  12 Deep Black   17 *  67 
Going My Way  14 *   61 Pierre Menard   17 *   15 
Got Milk  14 *  56 * Eleanor’s Pride   19  38 
Hello Darkness  14 *  37 * Lady Mohr   20  41 
Hollywood Nights 14 *  37* Argus Pheasant   21 *  31 
Honky Tonk Blues 14 *  52 Carmela   21 *  43 
Jesse’s Song  14 *  4 First Violet   21 *  9 
Paul Black  14 *  5 Rehobeth   21 *  20 
Presby’s Crown Jewel  14 *  ** Golden Garland   25  62 
Santa Was Here 14 *  ** Jane Phillips   26  60 
Slovak Prince  14 *  45 * Blue Rhythm   27 *  56 
Song of Norway  14 *  73 * Exotic Blue   27 *  ** 
 
Notes:  * Tie  ** Not in top 100 irises 
 
The naming convention(s) used for the Symposia ballots and reports have changed several times in the history of the 
symposia. In the recent past the Symposia reports have been named for the year in which they were issued (the year 
after voting). This caused some confusion. Starting in 2010 the results will be named for the year in which the voting 
occurs, thus the results of the AIS Awards and the results of the Symposia will carry the same year designation. This 
will result in there being two reports designated 2010; the first, the results of the 2009 voting, and the second, the 
results of the 2010 voting.
 


