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Did y ou know that in

addition to contributing to
the Iris Ency clopedia y ou

can make it more personal? 
Y ou can add comments to

 Welcom e to the sixteenth regular issue of the AIS News
& Notes.  Please let us know what y ou would like to see
here.  And if y ou hav e notes y ou would like to add, or y ou
would like to become a reporter, please let us know!  Y ou
can contact either Bob Pries or Way ne Messer with y our
comments or interest.
 

What's Happening Now?
 
How do y ou find out about ev ents
happening in the world of iris?  There
are the Irises Bulletin , the AIS
website, the AIS Facebook page, and
many  Section, Regional, and Club
websites and newsletters.  And News
& Notes does its best to keep y ou informed.

Ev en with all this, it can be difficult to keep up.  As far as I
know there has been no central place to find what is
happening.  To help, we hav e created a page in the Iris Wiki
for a calendar.  Y ou can see it here.  And we need y our
help!  Please add other ev ents and deadlines - it's a Wiki so
y ou can - or send them to wrmesser@gmail.com for
inclusion.  Links are especially  appropriate for this.

Many  of the ev ents are ones that we would normally
remind y ou about.  For example, in October's list is a
reminder that Regional Fall Meetings are continuing and a
notice that Aril Society  International members can
now order in their seed sale.  Then there is the Board of
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topics as well as edit them. 
If something is missing, y ou
can create new topics.    And

use the Sandbox  to
experiment, learn, and

create what y ou like.

The Sandbox  is a good place
to start.  It is a part of the

Iris Wiki that y ou are
encouraged to customize

and play  around with.  Y ou
can learn how to edit and

create topics and links.  Each
of us has a page there that

can be customized.  Y ou can
see y ours by  clicking on

y our name in the left hand
column after signing in.  Use

this to create additional
pages as needed.

 
The Sandbox  also has a

tutorial and a slideshow to
help y ou get started.  Both

help y ou learn about T Wiki,
the wiki software we use.  See
the For New Users section
on the Sandbox  front page
for other introductions. 

Also be sure to check out the
Welcome Info specific to the

Iris Wiki.

Y ou can use y our Sandbox
to keep track of what y ou are
working on in the Wiki.  Y ou

can create drafts of topics
y ou plan to add.  Y ou can
test features of the Wiki to
see how they  work before
incorporating them into a

topic.
 

As an example, I hav e been
using the Sandbox  to keep

track of items I'm
considering adding,

changing, or want to know
more about.  Some of these
may  ev en ev entually  show

up in News & Notes.  Y ou can
see the current v ersion of
this at Working On Now. 

Mine does include a section
T o Update that has links to
pages y ou hav e seen before -

Iris Shows, Fall Meetings,
Newsletter Resources and

the like - many  of which will
need updated once or more
a y ear.  Y ou are welcome to
use this page to find topics
y ou would like to work on. 

Please let me know if there is
additional information that

would help y ou.
 

Directors Meeting in Nov ember, which all members are
encouraged to attend, the TBIS Fall Meeting, and SIGNA
Seed Exchange donation dates.

Check it out and let us know what else y ou would like to see!

Happy Halloween!
 
Again the Iris Ency clopedia comes
through if y ou seeking an iris cultiv ar
celebrating the season.  For
Halloween there are 13 cultiv ars with
the word Halloween  - one IB and
twelv e TBs.  Four of these, 'Halloween',
'Halloween' by  Sheets, 'Halloween
Party ', and 'Happy  Halloween', are
cultiv ars that really  need y our photos; they  do not hav e
any  at this point.  And the others could use additional
photos.
 
These irises also illustrate how duplicate names are
handled in the Iris Ency clopedia.  Y es, there are not
supposed to be duplicates.  But, quite a few pre-1940/1950
names hav e been used for later registrations.  Because the
Iris Ency clopedia will not accept duplicate names for
cultiv ars, we are using the file naming conv ention that y ou
see with 'Halloween' and 'Halloween' by  Sheets:  the latter
has HalloweenBy Sheets in the file name.  Another
example of how the wonderful worlds of irises and
computers interact!

British Iris Society Has a New
Website
 
The British Iris Society  has a new
website at their same web location. 
Y ou can find it here.  It has
information about irises, the British
Iris Society  and its parts, and ev en
their Seeds for Sale.  Y ou can also see
their latest blog articles, both on the
front page and as a separate list.

As with The American Iris Society  (links on the left in this
newsletter), y ou can also find the British Iris Society  on
Facebook and on Twitter.

Perusing the Index
 
One way  I find iris topics I don't know
- as in hav e not heard of and hav e no
idea what they  mean - is looking at the
Iris Ency clopedia Index  to General
Iris Information Topics.  This has ov er
300 topics and probably  many  more
links than that.  In addition to mainly
helping y ou with the Iris Wiki topics,
it has links to topics on the AIS website and other related
websites.
 
This time my  unknown topic was the Color Class Glaciatas. 
Unfortunately  for my  learning, this is one of those topics
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Enjoy  the Iris Wiki and thank
y ou for y our help!

 

Quick Links
 

AIS Website
 

AIS Facebook
 

AIS Blog
 

Iris Ency clopedia
 

News & Notes Archiv e

Read AISDiscuss
Archiv es

 
EMem bers Login

::

needing help.  Howev er, searching the Iris Ency clopedia
for glaciata in articles led me to the Bibliography  of
Hy bridizing (in AIS Bulletins) which referenced a 2003 AIS
Bulletin  article - "Plicatas, Luminatas, and Glaciatas -
Based on Postings Originally  Made on Iris-Talk" by  Keith
Keppel, Oregon.  And, Emembership to the rescue, I was
able to read this online.  So now, when y ou check the
glaciatas topic, it has what I was able to understand from
the discussion.  And links to a couple of examples in the Iris
Ency clopedia.
 
In addition to finding topics in the Index, as a Wiki y ou can
edit it!  This means y ou can add topics needing an entry  or
cross-reference.  Topics on other AIS websites can be
linked to and may  need their own Wiki topic as well.  All of
this means that with y our help the Iris Ency clopedia will be
more useful for y ou and for ev ery one to use.

Customizing This Month's Jigsaw
Puzzles
 
This month I know what the iris is
because I was able to include the
label.  It's the Siberian 'Snowy  Egret'
which I saw at the Iowa Arboretum in
June.  They  hav e a good collection of
Morgan-Wood Medal winners as well. 
Again there are two v ersion of the
puzzle, the Standard v ersion (which
some people refer to as the easy  one), and the Harder
v ersion with twice as many  pieces.

For those of y ou who would like further v ariations, I
learned something about the website.  Where it say s Play
As abov e the puzzle, the drop-down menu offers pieces
from 24 to 300 for the puzzle and custom allows y ou to
change the number of pieces, their shape, and whether
rotation of the pieces is allowed.  My  times became
phenomenal when I reduced the number of pieces to 20!

Become an Emember
 
If y ou are already  a member, y ou
might consider adding an Am erican
Iris Society  Emembership.  This is a
way  for y ou to show additional
support for AIS.  For just $15 a y ear,
in addition to y our regular
membership charge, y ou hav e online
access to Irises, including all the
back issues of it and the AIS
Bulletin , the Registration &
Introductions database, and y ou help to support our
online initiativ es!  Find out more here.  And y ou will qualify
for the AIS Voucher Program  described in earlier
issues.

The Emembers Login link can now be found in the Quick
Links in the left column.  Y ou will need y our username and
password which comes from the AIS Membership
Secretary  (aismemsec@irises.org).
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