Region 2 of the American Iris Society FALL 2014
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Welcome to the Fall Edition of the Region 2 NEWSLETTER. Our faithful editor, Betty Schnellinger, is again busy
collecting and organizing all the reports, photos, articles, etc.. Thank you Betty. Anyone who has ever put
together a newsletter of any type knows the time and effort involved.

As | prepare for our Region 2 Fall Meeting being hosted this year by the Capital Hudson Iris Society, | am trying
to remember all the various aspects of the two meetings | must chair. Please remember to send me any items
you wish to bring up for discussion.

To date we have some awards which may need some revision, the New Member Handbook being prepared by
Neil Houghton, the annual Treasurer’s Report and the Budget, being prepared by Vaughn Sayles, and of course
the 2013 minutes which must be reviewed and approved and then filed away for posterity. After it was
discovered that the minutes from previous Region 2 meetings were not in the archives, we realized that we
must be certain that the archives will have a special container to house these minutes, which are the only
record of the transactions of our organization. We became aware of how important minutes can be when we
were dealing with questions and/or answers which should have been easy to find but unfortunately were not
because the archives did not have those documents.

I look forward to the reports from all affiliates and the show results. Please be sure to bring your awards to
the meeting. We want to acknowledge everyone who was a winner as well as everyone who entered a show,
either their own local show or the show of another affiliate. Sharing show specimens becomes important
when you try to decide what new plants you may want to order.

A special plea is being sent to all affiliates to contact Dan Maier from Capital Hudson Iris Society with your
auction item submissions. This auction is most important for the health of our treasury and larger and fewer
items will cut the time necessary for completion of the auction. We need to thank Dan for assuming this task.
A “Creative Monev” chairman was not rushing to fill the position. A special thanks to Dan from this RVP.

The garden is still beautiful in the Zon backyard. There was excellent growth for some of
the Siberians, species and species X plants. We were able to dig some wonderful
specimens for sale and to share our bounty with fellow members of the society. The sale
was well attended and names were collected for possible new members. We can only hope
at least some of these people will try our meetings and appreciate the perks from their AIS membership.

| look forward to seeing everyone at the meeting and please remember to register both

Until October, j&@(/%

with the motel and with the conference.

New York Ontario Quebec
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Hosted by the Capital Hudson Iris Society, an Affiliate of the American Iris Society
All events are at the Delmar Presbyterian Church, 585 Delaware Avenue, Delmar, NY 12054

FRIDAY and SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17 & 18, 2014

SCHEDULE
FRIDAY - Delmar Presbyterian Church, 585 Delaware Avenue, Delmar, NY 12054

4:30 - 5:00 PM  REGISTRATION - Community Room Corridor

5:00 - 6:00 PM  JUDGES TRAINING BY MARTY SCHAFER and JAN SACKS
Species Iris (1 hour classroom credit) - Library/Lounge

Dinner on your own.

A group area has been reserved at the restaurant across from the motel,
Milestone Restaurant, 9 Frontage Road off Route 9W,

Glenmont, NY 12077 518 436-3480

SATURDAY - Delmar Presbyterian Church, 585 Delaware Avenue, Delmar, NY 12054

8:00 - 10:30 AM  REGISTRATION Community Room Corridor

8:00 - 9:00 AM  SILENT AUCTION SETUP Community Room

8:30 - 8:45 AM  AUDIT BY AFFILIATE CHAIRS Side Lounge

9:00 - 10:15 AM  REGION 2 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING Library/Lounge
9:00 - 11:00 AM SILENT AUCTION BIDDING Community Room

10:30 - 11:45 AM GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING Community Room
Welcome, Business meeting, Awards presentations

12:00 Noon POT-LUCK LUNCHEON BY CAPITAL HUDSON IRIS SOCIETY
Community Room

12:45 - 2:00 PM  KEYNOTE SPEAKERS, MARTY SCHAFER AND JAN SACKS,
Iris hybridizers and owners of Joe Pye Weed’s Garden in Carlisle,
Massachusetts

2:00 - 2:30 PM SILENT AUCTION PAYMENT

2:30 - 3:30 PM  JUDGES TRAINING BY MARTY SCHAFER and JAN SACKS
Siberian Iris (1 hour classroom credit) Community Room or Library/Lounge

Questions/comments: Euthemia@nycap.rr.com
or call Euthemia Matsoukas, 518 439-3758, cell 518 461-5587
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October 17, 2014 - October 18, 2014

DAYS INN AND SUITES - GLENMONT/ALBANY

(1 mile south of Exit 23 of NYS Thruway off Route 9W)

15 Frontage Road off Route 9W
Glenmont, New York 12077
518 449-5181 - only this number for reservations - group name: American Iris Society Region 2

Standard (2 queens) $ 89.99 plus 14% taxes
Suites (larger room, King bed with pull out couch) $99.99 plus 14% taxes
http://www.daysinn.com/hotels/new-york/glenmont/days-inn-and-suites-glenmont/hotel-overview

One handicap-access room is also being held. It is a Suite outfitted for handicap-access, it uses the motel
elevator, has a king-size bed and a roll-in shower for a wheelchair. Please do not reserve this room unless
you need a wheelchair accessible shower; we want to enable as many people to come as possible.

A total of 15 rooms in the new building will be held until October 3, 2014
when they will be released to the public.
After that the rate will be the same subject to availability of rooms at the motel.

If you make your reservation through any of the on-line resources, you may be able to get a lower rate.
However, once you make those reservations, often you can’t change them. If you reserve directly with
the hotel, cancellations need to be made by at least 24 hours prior to arrival. Cancellations after this

time are subject to a penalty of one night’s room charge.

The new building of the hotel is 100% non-smoking and that’s where our rooms are reserved. On
inspection, the rooms were clean and nicely decorated, each has a refrigerator, microwave,
coffeemaker, flat screen TV, and wifi access. There is a complimentary breakfast buffet, free high-
speed internet, indoor heated pool, and a business and fitness center. Check-in after 2:00 p.m.
Checkout before 11:00 a.m. If you wish a more substantial breakfast, there is Miss Glenmont Diner next
door, open for breakfast and lunch. There is also a nice restaurant, Milestone, across the street at 9
Frontage Road which is good for dinner on Friday evening if you want something close to the motel. The
internet also lists other restaurants in the Delmar/Glenmont/Albany area you might want to try.

There are no less-expensive motels in the Glenmont/Delmar area that are up to a standard we expect.
Across the Hudson River in East Greenbush are some that are cheaper but received bad reviews last time
we held a Regional Meeting, so they are not being recommended. The Comfort Inn on Route 9W will be
undergoing renovations during this time and is more expensive.

Driving Directions to the Motel and to the Delmar Presbyterian Church

From NYS Thruway Exit 23: As you exit the toll booth, keep to your far right, take Route 9W South for
approximately one mile, staying in the right lane. Pass under the Thruway overpass and bear right
immediately to Frontage Road. You will see Milestone Restaurant; the Days Inn is the next building. If
you miss the turn, make a right at the next light near Stewart’s and backtrack.

To Delmar Presbyterian Church, 585 Delaware Avenue, Delmar, NY 12054: From the motel parking
lot, make a right turn (you can’t turn left, the road running parallel to 9W is one way at that point).

Pass Stewart’s Shop (decent gas prices) and make a right at the light. Bear right onto Route 32 South and
take it to the 5t light at Elm Avenue (32 goes left at that point). Turn right onto Elm and take it for
about a mile to the next light at Delaware Avenue, Route 443. (Elm becomes Cherry Avenue at that
point.) Cross Delaware and make the first right at Custer. The back of the church is on your right as soon
as you turn onto Custer. Park in the back lot - the entrances closest to our meeting are off the back lot.

If you are driving directly to the church from the Thruway, don’t stop at the motel, just keep going to
the next light on 9W, bear right onto Route 32 South, and follow the directions to the church above. If
you are following a GPS, it may take you another way. Never fear, all roads marked Delaware Avenue/
Route 443 going west from Albany lead to the Delmar Presbyterian Church, 585 Delaware Avenue, Delmar,
NY 12054. Park in back.
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October 17 and 18th, 2014 Hosted by the Capital Hudson Iris Society

Unless otherwise indicated, all events take place at the Delmar Presbyterian Church, 585 Delaware Avenue,
Delmar, New York 12054. Enter via the back parking lot (access on Custer Road or drive through to the back
from Delaware Avenue entrance.) See “Accommodations - Region 2 Fall Meeting” for complete driving
instructions.

Friday, October 17th: Starting at 5:00 p.m., the first Judges Training: Species Iris by Marty Schafer and Jan
Sacks. One hour classroom credit. Arrive at the church a few minutes before to register for the conference.
Registration will be open at 4:30 p.m.

Dinner on your own Friday evening. A group will gather at Milestone Restaurant across from the Days Inn
motel in Glenmont at 7:00 p.m. This will give time to stop at the motel to register and get settled before
dinner, and for those not attending Judges Training to join us. For other dinner options in Delmar , Glenmont
or Albany, check the internet or send an email to Euthemia (see email address below).

Saturday, October 18th: 8:30 a.m.- noon Registration; 9:00 Region 2 Board Meeting; 9:00 - 11:00 Silent Auction
bidding; 10:30 Members Meeting; 11:45 Pot-luck luncheon by CHIS members; 12:30 Keynote Speech by Marty
Schafer and Jan Sacks; 2:00 Silent Auction Payment; 2:30 Second hour of Judges Training by Marty and Jan on
Siberian Iris (one hour classroom credit). The day should be finished by 4:00.

Motel information: Please see “Accommodations - Region 2 Fall Meeting” for information on room
reservations. Make your reservation directly with the motel for the group rate. Note the deadline.

Lunch: A pot-luck luncheon will be prepared and served by CHIS members. Vegetarian and vegan options will
be available. If you have other special needs, let Euthemia@nycap.rr.com know.

To Register: There is no registration fee. Mail the completed registration form (one per person). Please make
a copy of this form for your records. Confirmation will be sent by e-mail only. Please e-mail any questions
to Euthemia@nycap.rr.com.

Cut, fill out and mail by October 1
Send form to: Euthemia Matsoukas, 13 Hartwood Road, Delmar, New York 12054

AIS Region 2 Fall Conference Registration: Registration is free. Please complete an individual
form for each person. Registration form should be sent by October 1, 2014.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!

Name as you wish it to appear on your name tag:

Address: # Street, City, State/Prov., ZIP/Postal Code

Local club (if applicable)

Preferred phone: E-mail
| will be attending the Friday evening Judges Training on Species lris: Yes No
| will be attending the Saturday afternoon Judges Training on Siberian Iris: Yes No

| am interested in dinner at Milestone Restaurant on Friday night: Yes No
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October 17 and 18, 2014 Delmar/Glenmont NY
Hosted by Capital-Hudson Iris Society

NEW this year...!

We’d like to offer only fine quality items that are
really worthy of being auctioned, things that YOU
would be proud to own because it’s unusual or special!

In an effort to substantially increase the income we receive from the Silent Auction, this
year we’d like to be able to offer our bidders only very fine, choice items of top quality.

We are certain that a limited nhumber of quality items will be worth bidding on and
taking home, and the auction then would make a significant contribution to our Region’s
income.

Maybe you’re a quilter and would like to make an iris-related wall hanging (last year’s
was beautiful!), or perhaps you know how to sculpt unique garden ornaments. Maybe you
could knit or crochet an elegant scarf in iris-colored hues. Your shining ability may be
hunting down great bargains at estate or yard sales. Whatever your skill or talent, please
consider donating an extra-special item to the auction.

You may have a very special iris that you can pot later this summer and bring, especially
if it’s a new introduction. We’re sure those would be snatched up by iris collectors! Be
creative and think about what you would buy at the auction, and go from there.

Dan Maier is the coordinator for the Silent Auction. When you know what you/your club
will be contributing to the auction, please e-mail Dan at danjomaier@gmail.com. We
assume that one person from each local club will be responsible for bringing the items
but if you prefer another way to get them to the meeting, we’re open to any
suggestions. Silent auction set-up will begin on Friday evening at 4:00 and continue the
next morning between 8 and 9 a.m.

If you have questions in the meanwhile, contact Dan Maier at the e-mail address above or
Euthemia Matsoukas at Euthemia@nycap.rr.com or call her at 518 439-3758
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AGENDA

AIS REGION 2 ANNUAL FALL MEETING  October 18, 2014
GENERAL MEETING

=

. Call to order and welcome.

2. Roll call of officers, affiliate chairpersons and committee chairpersons by
the Secretary

Minutes of October 19, 2014

Treasurer’s Annual Report 2014

. Affiliate Reports

vl b~ W

CHIS - Linda Knipper
CNYIS - Janette Smith
GRIS - Cara Hutchings
HVIDS - Jim Robinowitz
ONIS - Terrance Lauren
SOIS - Chris Hollinshead
WNYIS - Carolyn Schaffner

6. Committee Reports

Archives- Dorothy Stiefel

By-Laws - Dorothy Stiefel

Creative Money - not assigned

Awards and Exhibitions - Kathryn Mohr
Judges Training - Wendy Roller
Membership - Neil Houghton
Newsletter Editor - Betty Schnellinger
Youth Committee - Janette Smith
Webmaster- Kate Brewitt
Nominations - Dorothy Stiefel

PLEASE NOTE: Affiliate chairs and committee chairs,
please make 25 copies of your report.

7. New Business:
Election of officers for 2014
Budget for 2015
Show dates for 2015
Region 2 Award selections for 2015
Host Affiliate for 2015 Fall Annual meeting HVIDS
Any additional new business
Region 2 Award presentations
Any affiliate award presentations
Adjournment
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REGION 2 OF THE AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY
Treasurer’s Report — August 15, 2014

Balances 1/1/2014 8/15/2014

Checking Account $1,643.42 $1,565.44
Savings Account $3,614.06 $3,615.10
Reserve (STIS until 10/20//17) (51,485.61) (51,485.61)
Certificate of Deposit $2,073.38 $2,078.56
Total Assets $8,816.47 $8,744.71
Total Unencumbered Assets $7,330.86 $7,259.10

In the treasurer’s report for December 31, 2013 on page 21 in the spring issue of the Region 2 Newsletter in
the first section (Balances), | made two mistakes. The first error was in the numbers under 1/1/2013. |
accidentally posted the values for 12/31/2013 for the savings and the certificate of deposit. The second
error was in the row for Savings Account where | inadvertently removed the amount reserved for STIS from
the balance of the savings account in addition to removing it from the balance for the certificate of deposit.
Thanks to Kate Brewitt for pointing this out. Consequently, the amounts for the assets were shown short
$1,485.61. Here is the corrected Balances section. | apologize for any confusion this caused.

Corrected Balances Section for the Treasurer’s Report -- December 31, 2013

Balances 1/1/2013 12/31/2013

Checking Account $1,715.43 $1,643.42

Savings Account $3,612.27 $3,614.06
Reserve (STIS until 10/20//17) (51,485.61)
Certificate of Deposit $3,548.91 $2,073.38
Total Assets $8,876.61 $8,816.47
Total Unencumbered Assets $8,876.61 $7,330.86

Since 1/1/14 there has only been one expenditure in the amount of $77.98 for the Region 2 Newsletter and
we have earned $6.22 in interest income (savings $1.04, certificate of deposit $5.18).

Affiliates are reminded that your group’s annual contribution to
the operation of Region 2 is greatly appreciated. The Region 2
Newsletter, Awards, Judges Training Expenses and the Region 2 Fall
Meeting all depend on this revenue.

If you could make your contribution by the fall meeting or provide the
amount you will be contributing to the treasurer before the meeting, it
would be greatly appreciated.



ANARDS AND EXHIBITIONS, 207+

Kathryn Mohr

SHOW DATE AFFILIATE BEST SPECIMEN  EXHIBITED BY SILVER MEDAL BRONZE MEDAL
OF SHOW
May 24, 2014 HVIDS ‘Perfection’ Rosemary Sorbello  Kathryn Mohr Frank Sorbello
May 31,2014 CHIS ‘Mary Francis’ Frank Sorbello Bruce Baird Frank Sorbello
June 1,2014 GRIS ‘Stepping Out’ Neil D. Houghton Wendy Roller Neil D. Houghton
June 8,2014 ONIS ‘Stairway to Heaven’ Terry Laurin Terry Laurin Kate Brewitt
June 21,2014 WNYIS ‘Baby Sister’ Wendy Roller Judy Tuchohlski-Zon Wendy Roller
July 5-6, 2014 CNYIS ‘Pointe aux Chenes’ M.J. Urist M.J. Urist Jan Smith
SHOW DATE  AFFILIATE BEST SEEDLING OF SHOW EXHIBITED BY
May 31,2014  CHIS MTB 09-20-1 Mickey Koschara
REGIONAL AWARD AFFILIATE VARIETY EXHIBITED BY
Peckham Award HVIDS ‘Perfection’ Rosemary Sorbello
McGarvey Award CHIS ‘Springs Brook’ Joanne Maier
Magdelen Award GRIS ‘Consummation’ Wendy Roller
Blenis Award ONIS ‘Stairway to Heaven’ Terry Laurin
Wirtz-Rettig Award CNYIS ‘Ruby Star’ Jan Smith
LOCAL AWARD AFFILIATE VARIETY EXHIBITED BY RECIPIENT
Kathryn E. Mohr Award CHIS ‘Mary Francis’  Frank Sorbello
(for Best Historic Iris)
CHIS Founders Award CHIS Emily Salhoff

(for Most Blue Ribbons won by
a Novice

Jerry Murphy Memorial Award
(for Best Yellow or Orange Iris

HVIDS

Faith Larson



TUDGES TRAINING

REGION 2 JUDGES and STUDENT JUDGES

Status Roster - as of July 31, 2014

Active Master

David Baehre
Joanne Bassett
Chuck Chapman
Maria Gerbracht
Raymond lves
Donna James
Eugene Koschara
Mildred Koschara
Maureen Mark
Gloria McMillen
Wendy K. Roller
Carolyn Schaffner

Retired Master

James G. Burke
Ruth C. Burke
Daniel P. McMillen
James McMillen
Helen B. Schueler
Kathleen Shadrack
Ken Viner

Candidate for Judgeship

Wendy Roller

Garden / Exhibition

Kate Brewitt
Sylvia Chapman
John Colley
Marilee Farry
Ann Granatier
Robert Granatier
John W. Heimke
Ronald James
Nancy Kennedy
Terrance Laurin
Donna J. Lowry
E.J. Mattson

Neil Houghton
Jinny Missons
Betty Schnellinger

Vaughn Sayles
Janette Smith
Mary J. Urist

Mary Jane Shanley
Dorothy Stiefel
Judith Tucholski-Zon

THE YEAR IN REVIEW

During the period August 1, 2013 - July 31, 2014, Region 2 judges and student judges
collectively earned 85 hours of credit for attending classroom and in-garden training sessions.
The training sessions were held in Connecticut, Louisiana, Massachusetts, New York, and
Canada. A summary of all the judges training sessions offered within Region 2 during the last
year is as follows:

1. During the 2013 Region 2 Annual Fall Meeting event, classroom courses on “Tall Bearded
Iris” and “Median Iris” were taught by Stephanie Markham, hybridizer and co-owner of
Toadland Gardens in Norfolk, Massachusetts.

2. Master Judge David Baehre presented a classroom course entitled “Preparing Iris for the
Show Bench - Horticultural Division” during a Greater Rochester Iris Society meeting event.

3. In conjunction with a Spring Iris Weekend held by the Hudson Valley Iris and Daylily Society,
Judge Terrance Laurin presented an in-garden course on “Standard Dwarf Bearded Iris.”

4. Judge Vaughn Sayles presented an in-garden course on “Non-bearded Iris” in Ithaca, NY.

5. Master Judge Joanne Bassett presented an in-garden course on “Beardless Iris” during a
Western New York Iris Society event.
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Please contact Wendy Roller by Monday, October 13t
if you are planning to attend either of the courses.

You enthusiastically received the Summer Special Edition, sent only to email addresses and containing
your photos of affiliate and member activities and gardens. Due to your generosity with photos and
articles, we were able to include information about upcoming affiliate sales and other activities as
well as some of the wonderful articles that didn’t make it for the spring issue.

Sending out paper copies of the newsletter is a costly item in the Region 2 budget. If you have been
receiving a paper copy but find you can do without by reading it online and even printing a copy
yourself, please let us know so that we can trim that expense. Many thanks to those of you who have
already done this!

It’s wonderful working with you; please keep the helpful suggestions coming along with your articles,
reports, and definitely those fabulous photos!



MEMBERSHIP REPORT Neil Houghton

Membership - Where Are We and Where Do We Want to Be

One of the tasks that | have undertaken this year is to update our AIS Region 2 New Member
Handbook. With advice from many affiliate representatives and leaders, some major changes have
been made. The document will be available as a PDF in full page format and as a fold-over printable
booklet in PDF as well. Most new members will be able to receive this electronically, and cost of
printing and mailing will be significantly reduced. The booklet will also be available for those without
computer access or who prefer the traditional format. As an electronic document, it will allow us to
make changes more easily. This will be introduced at the Annual Meeting of Region 2 in Delmar on
October 28.

This new document will be colorful, appealing and informative. However, to use a new member
handbook we need new members. There is a paucity of them in our region and in others as well. The
full membership report is delivered quarterly to me. | pass it along to all local leaders. In July 2013,
Region 2 had 139 memberships and 164 individual members according to the AIS report from Tom
Gormley. As of this July, we have 130 memberships and 149 members. The trend is not good. The
decrease in individual members is 9.1%.

Following our last annual meeting, we held conference calls with reps from many of our locals.
During these calls we brainstormed methods of increasing memberships that some are currently using
and some that we thought worth trying:

- Distribution of local newsletters beyond membership; for example, building an email list for
newsletters at shows and sales. In each newsletter, encourage recipients to become active
members in locals and to join AIS. Often we are reticent to share our communications with
anyone but members. This is a holdover from the days when printing and mailing costs were
prohibitive. Now that sharing information online costs nothing, we need to rethink this.

- Extend affiliate memberships to those who may not be close enough to attend meetings
regularly, perhaps at a reduced level.

- Make sure that every newsletter, press release and public presence includes the benefits of
joining AlS.

- Reach out to youth organizations in your area such as 4H and Boy and Girl Scouts. Members of
these often are required to earn credits by completing projects. We might offer iris specific ideas.

- Increase your online and social media presence. Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Tumbler
accounts, and blogs are already established by the AIS and others. Posting to them is a way to
spread your news. Of course you can also establish your own accounts. If it seems intimidating
and no one in your group is familiar with this, invite a child or grandchild to help. Devote a
meeting to using the Internet.

- Devote a meeting to talking about growth. Most of us say we want to grow, but we may not
really be exploring that and getting support from the group. This is not unique to AIS affiliates.
Strategic planning is an important part of any organization that really wants to grow.

In 2012, AIS published a “Marketing Handbook.” It includes some of these ideas and others about how
to “sell” your affiliate and the AIS. If you would like a copy of this document drop me a note at
neil.houghton@me.com or get it directly at http://bit.ly/1tGyw0s.

It all starts with believing we have a product worth selling.

| know you all join me in saying, “We do!”
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CALVTAL-HUDSON RIS SOCIETY

CHIS Chair: Linda Knipper Treasurer: Don Salhoff
Vice Chairs: Dan and Joanne Maier Newsletter Editor: Euthemia Matsoukas
Secretary: Virginia Dorwaldt Iris Show Chair: Kathryn Mohr

CHIS has had a busy 2014 with guest speakers for all four meetings. In January, Phyllis Rosenblum,
former garden columnist for the Albany Times Union and master gardener, spoke about “Perennial
Gardening in the ‘New Normal’: How the changing climate will affect plant choices, bed construction
and gardening techniques.” In February we joined the Upstate New York Hosta Society and the Hudson
Adirondack Daylily Society for our annual Doldrums Party at the Albany County Cooperative Extension.
The Hosta Society, this year’s host, had as a guest speaker Ed Bowen of Opus Plants, Little Compton,
Rhode Island. Bowen is a well-known horticulturalist who has been featured in Horticulture Magazine
and other prominent publications. Opus Plants has an increasingly old-fashioned horticultural approach
—they actively collect, propagate and grow plants, focusing on the under-cultivated and garden-
worthy, and specializing in unusual perennials. His talk was entitled “Where Have All the Flowers
Gone?” In March we heard from Don Statham, a garden designer from Delaware County who spoke on
the making of his Totem Farm Garden: Designing a Garden with Rooms. Statham has worked as a
garden designer in the U.S. and in Scotland for 20 years. He also has a great garden blog, http://
donstathamblog.com. Our last speaker of the season was Scott Kellogg, founder of the Radix Ecological
Sustainability Center in Albany, who spoke about gardening sustainably and the Center’s work in
promoting self-sufficiency in our lives.

In late April for our annual Siberian Iris Dig, we brought our Siberians to trim, pot and take home to
babysit in anticipation of our May 18t Siberian Iris and Perennial Sale at a local mini-mall parking lot.
The late winter and slow start of spring meant fewer plants for sale and a little less profit than last
year, but it also meant fewer leftovers! About 20 members participated in the “dig” and were
available to answer questions at the sale.

Our Iris Show was held in a new venue this year, the Bethlehem Public Library in Delmar, on May 31st.
There were 70 submissions of really beautiful stalks. Dave Nitka, Rebecca Wong and M.J. Urist were
the judges. Frank Sorbello, Kathryn Mohr, Joanne Maier, Emily Salhoff and Mickey Koschara all won
prizes in their categories. After the show we had our annual cookout and potluck picnic at Euthemia’s
house with lots of sun and warm breezes. Those of us who spent the winter here in the north are
appreciating the fine spring and summer weather that finally has come our way!

We took our annual bus trip on June 8t to the Chinese Scholars Garden at Snug Harbor Park in Staten
Island, New York City, again with fine weather. Over 40 artisans and craftsmen spent a year in China
building the components for the Chinese Scholars Garden and then 6 months in Staten Island
completing the garden. Photos and information at www.Snug-Harbor.com and http://snug-harbor.org/
botanical-garden/new-york-chinese-scholars-garden/.

On July 26 we had our “Rhizome Dig” where we gathered in Euthemia’s driveway and garage with all
our bearded iris rhizome increases to prepare for sale at Faddegon’s Nursery in Latham, northwest of
Albany, on August 2. Each year Faddegon’s donates one of their unused hoop houses to us for our
annual first Saturday in August sale. We had contributions from active local members plus 10 boxes of
irises from Bob and Ann Keup, our co-founders, who have moved to Maine, and over 50 cultivars from
Frank Sorbello, a member from HVIDS who also participates in our club activities. Each cultivar has its
own bag with a picture and description of the iris on the bag so that people coming to buy irises can
see what they’re buying. The irises in the bags all have labels attached so that people know what they
have when they get home—the name, type, hybridizer and year, and a short description of the iris is
stapled to each rhizome. We thank AlS for the wiki.irises.org website which has been so helpful in
preparing for the rhizome sale. This sale is one of our major fundraisers and needless to say, with over
175 cultivars on display, we did better than we have in quite a few years.
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Throughout the spring and summer, CHIS has been planning for
the AIS Region 2 Fall Meeting which we are hosting on October
17 and 18th,

The keynote speakers, Marty Schafer and Jan Sacks of Joe
Pye Weed’s Garden in Carlisle, Massachusetts, will talk on
Siberian irises and offer two judges trainings: one on Species
and one on Siberians. The meeting is free.

Registration forms are available on the Region 2 website or in

this newsletter, as is information about the local motel and a
copy of the schedule for the meeting.

We hope to see you at the meeting!

CENTRAL NEW VYORKIRIS SOCIETY

President, Donna James Treasurer, Jan Smith
Vice President, Ron James Secretary, Nancy Lichtenstein

Central New York Iris society elected officers for the new year. We had a successful iris and
hosta show during the Oswego County Fair. We also held an iris auction on August 3rd where
members and a few guests acquired some very nice irises at a great price. After the sale we
all enjoyed a BBQ and a lot of great food. A special thank you goes to MJ Urist and Dana and
Sylvia Borglum for their plant donations.

Central New York has dwindled in its membership and is struggling to get new members.
Enrolling new members and keeping them will be the main focus for the upcoming year.

On a lighter note, the iris bloom season in our neck of the woods was a nice one. It seemed
every one of them put on a great show of color this year.

Now the nights are starting to get cooler already and it's time to think about putting the
beds to sleep for winter and think about next year’s bloom season.
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GREATER_ROCHESTER_JRIS SOCIETY

President: Cara Hutchings Secretary: Gert Hauck
Vice President: Betty Schnellinger Treasurer: Neil Houghton

The Greater Rochester Iris Society is having a pretty busy year. We started out with a judge’s
training/meeting in March with Dave Baehre on bringing iris to the show bench. It was very
informative and we all learned a lot.

Our next meeting in April had Vaughn Sayles giving a presentation on the 2013 Siberian and
Species Iris Convention. He had some great pictures and we all enjoyed his presentation.

We had our iris show on June 15t and it was very well attended with 65 entries. Neil
Houghton, in his second show ever, won best of show for “Stepping Out”! The winner of the
Magdalen Award was Wendy Roller with “Consummation”. Wendy also took home the silver
medal, and Neil took home the bronze.

Our annual iris sale was on July 27t and the customers asking questions and purchasing lots
of iris kept us all very busy. We also gave demos on iris care and culture. We did very well and
we also had lots of fun!

Our next meeting will be on September 14t when Maria Gerbracht will be giving a talk about
mulching iris. | personally am looking forward to this talk very much. Maria is a member of
the Western New York Iris Society and this talk was so popular there that we have asked her to
present it to us in Rochester.

Our last meeting of the year will be on October 12. Besides a wrap up of the year, member
Neil Houghton will be continuing his talks on getting the most out of the Internet when it
comes to the care of your iris. Another great talk, especially for me, a computer avoider!

Our meetings take place at the Monroe County
Cooperative Extension, 249 Highland Ave, in
Rochester. We would love to see you at our
meetings. We are also busy getting our
schedule ready for next year, and hope

to have that completed by the Region 2

fall meeting. We’ll keep you posted!

Photo: Six flower baskets hang from the
contorted filbert tree that dominates the
backyard garden of Nate and Cara Hutchings.
The tree has succumbed to the eastern filbert
blight, and Nate has trimmed it to accentuate
the exotic branching which now supports those
beautiful baskets. Can you find all six?
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HUDSON VALLEY TRLS avo DAYIILY SOCIETY

President: Jim Robinowitz Secretary: Frank Sorbello
Vice President: Georgette Martin Treasurer: Sue Rivard

September Meeting at “Alice Pond” Our first autumnal meeting was on September 7t at the home of
Linda Roper. She shared her secret garden sanctuary, Alice Pond, a wonderful Japanese Zen garden.
Upon entering the garden, peace and serenity permeated the energy of the space, enfolding visitors in
the calm embrace of being one with nature. Our afternoon started with cup of tea with treats provided
by our members, followed by a brief meeting and concluding with Linda’s wonderful tasteful garden.

-

SUMMER OF 2014 Once again HVIDS raffled the newly announced Dykes winner at our summer sales
with all the proceeds going to our AlS Region 2. As in the recent past, HVIDS will also be bringing “The
Best of the Hudson Valley” basket for the Silent Auction at the upcoming AIS Region 2 Meeting in Albany.

HVIDS Sale ~ PlantPrep

HVIDS EVENTS CALENDAR Autumn 2014
September 7 Monthly Meeting At the home of Linda Roper, 94 Wilbur Blvd, Poughkeepsie. 1:30

October 5 Monthly Meeting Carolyn Young, AHS Garden and Exhibition Judge. Her presentation
will be on a judge’s perspective of daylilies in the garden. 1:30

November 2 Monthly Meeting Landscaping with Rhododendrons by Bruce Feller,
American Rhododendron Society. 1:30
December 7 ANNUAL BRUNCH Shadows on the Hudson
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ONTARIO RIS SOCIETY

President: Terrance Laurin Vice President: Jinny Missons
Secretary/Editor/Webmaster: Kate Brewitt Treasurer: Lyn Hickey

February’s Get the Jump on Spring at the Toronto Botanical Garden (TBG) got things off to a rousing start
this year. This welcomed break from the long, cold winter of 2014 gave visitors hope that spring would
come again. It was a busy day of selling potted irises and providing garden enthusiasts with information.

The timing of our flower show is always a gamble; however, this year we seemed to have timed it
perfectly. With the season running about a week behind schedule, our June 8" show coincided with peak
tall bearded bloom. Seven exhibitors entered over 60 bloom stalks. This year we introduced a popularity
poll for the public. (Thanks to HVIDS for the idea!) Those who participated received a coupon for a free
rhizome at our August sale. It was a great success with many commenting on how much fun it was.
‘Mexican Holiday’ (Schreiner, 2004) was selected the top favourite with ‘Raspberry Silk’ (Spoon, 2000)
running a close second.

In August ONIS was back at the TBG for its annual Iris Rhizome Auction and Sale. Once again tall
bearded rhizomes were donated by Marion Kuhl of Tara Perennial Farm. Siberians were also part of the
mix with Aurora Borealis Iris Garden providing some newer Schafer/Sacks introductions. The auction
was well attended and bidders were thrilled at the opportunity to bid on the beautiful selection of irises.

The ONIS year will finish off with its annual meeting which is in the planning stages for October. One of
the key issues to be discussed will be the organization of a new youth group!

IWESTERN NEW YORKIRIS SOCIETY

President: Carolyn Schaffner Secretary: Maria Gerbracht
Vice President: Marilee Farry Treasurer: David Baehre

Western New York Iris Society has been laid back this year. But we were enthused by the Regional
Meeting in Rochester and were determined to focus on growing beardless Iris in our activities. To that
end, in the Spring, member Maria Gerbracht talked about "Growing Iris in the Modern Garden" in
which gardeners choose to integrate Iris with other perennials in a mulched border. Perennials are
promoted at garden centers where iris growers shop. So, by joining the trend, we hope that we can
promote Iris for that use, too.

To accomplish the goal of getting beardless iris into modern gardens, we'll be giving away a cultivar
to coupon holders at our Public Sale on August 23, 2014. The Sale, chaired by member Joanne Basset
who also donated these 'Summer Sky' Siberians, is to be held at the Botanical Gardens, where we'll
share space with the local Hosta and Daylily Societies.

Judy Tucholski-Zon chaired our Iris Show in June which hosted eight exhibitors bringing 51 stalk
specimens and 10 designs, with these results:

Best Specimen- 'Baby Sister' a Sib exhibited by Wendy Roller
Silver medal - Judy Tucholski-Zon

Bronze medal - Wendy Roller

Best Design - Maria Gerbracht

No Region 2 award assigned to WNYIS this year.

Marilee Farry provided information sheets and sale ads at a district garden club meeting, and
member (and Regional VP) Judy T-Z distributed coupons for a free iris at the sale when she spoke to
several garden clubs.



WNYIS is planning to establish an Anna Rettig Memorial Garden to honor her hybridizing
contributions. Anna'’s introductions include 'Grand Island’, ‘Miss Buffalo’, 'Anna Angel Wings',
‘Niagara Power’, ‘Grand Island’ and 'Chief Red Jacket'. We're acquiring Japanese iris 'Pure Emotion’,
by Aitken. (Enduring Pink Frost' X ‘Niagara Power’, Rettig, '95) as a Society Plant. Maria said, "Her
work lives on.”
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We'll hold our Annual Picnic sometime in September and will plan our 2015 schedule of events at that
time. Looking forward to seeing everyone at the Regional Meeting in October!
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TB ‘Autumn Riesling’
(Schreiner, R. 2006)
Photo from Schreiner’s Iris Gardens

(Seen in the background on the front page of this newsletter.)



? Iris species- The Family Tree

Chuck Chapman

Kingdom: Plantae
(unranked):  Angiosperms
(unranked):  Monocots

Order: Asparagalesa
Family: Iridaceae
Sub Family: Iridoideae
Tribe: Irideae
Plantae

In classification of plants using taxonomy, it is necessary to identify where it fits in with all other
plants. Taxonomy is a way of sorting how all the living organisms are related and to find the family trees,
that is how all the plants are related to each other much the same way we sort out our personal family, with
parents, cousins etc. With most living species it is almost impossible, in most cases, to identify parent
species, but ancestor relationships and family relationships can be determined. In the past, it was done
through looking at shared and closely related features, such as leaf and flower form among many other
features including structure and growth habits. Now with most taxonomy studies using genetic data, there
has been a lot of rearranging of family trees, with a lot of surprises showing up.

Iris species belongs to is the plant kingdom, called Plantae, distinguishing them from the animals
and bacteria/virus.

Angiosperm

The next level of classification is the Angiosperm group, which is flowering plants, a separate category from
other plants such as Gymnosperm (pine trees etc) moss and lichen.

Monocots

The next sub grouping is the Monocots. Monocots are so named from the basic characteristic of
having only one leaf emerging from seed, rather then two leaves (dicotyledon). Additional features for this
grouping include being herbaceous rather then woody (exceptions will be covered later), having leaf veins
in parallel, a specific arrangements of transport vessels, and having flower parts in sets of three, with other
plant groups having flower parts in sets of four or five (some exceptions). There are other features based on
plant biochemistry, which I won’t go into. Distant cousins of note in this grouping include grasses (including
wheat, corn, rye etc) and lilies (includes Trilliums), and surprisingly, palm trees, which have thickened
stems, but not considered true wood. Characteristic of this family is a swollen stem. This is usually
subterranean and serving as rhizome, although in a number of groups, this has been modified during
evolution into corms, bulbs, tubers and caudex (woody basal storage structure) .



Asparagales

Monocots are divided into several orders, with /ris belonging to the Asparagales order. For
this order an important feature (shared with the order Liliales) is coloured septals. In most plants there
are sepals, which are small and green, and form an outer whorl of the flower. For iris we call these falls.
These coloured septals together with the petals (standards) are called tepals, consisting of 3 in outer
whorl and 3 in inner whorl. One of the main feature distinguishing Asparagales from Liliales is a
chemical basis, the presence in seeds of a phenol pigment, phlobaphene, a plastic like polymerized
chemical formed from precursors to the anthrocyanin pigment (anthrocyanin pigment gives iris purple
and blue colours).

The stigma of Iridaceae are horizontal on the edges of the of a complex expanded branch like
style arm.

Related flowers in this grouping (consider them third cousins) includes Daylilies, amaryllis,
orchids, onions and hyacinths.

Iridaceae

Iridaceae is the plant family group to which Zris belongs. This is also called the Iris family with
the Iris genus being considered the “type” genus for this family. Iridaceae is one of the of the largest and
most diverse family of the Asparagales order, consisting of 65-75 genera sorted out into 9 tribes and
around 2030 species (Goldblatt and Manning 2008). The Iridaceae family consists of many very showy
flowers that are cultivated as ornamentals. The family includes Crocus, Gladiolus, Crocosmia, Freesia,
Tigridia, Morea and blue eyed grass, all of which can be considered first cousins. Large commercial uses
include saffron from Crocus sativus and orris root from Iris pallida, used in perfumes.

There is an interesting group of woody Iridaceae plants in Niveniodeae tribe, that consists of
woody plants that can be up to 10 feet tall.

The Iridaceae family has in the past been classified in the Liliaceae family, based on similarity of
the flower structure, but modern genetic and molecular data has shown them to be separate families. Key
features of difference include Iridaceae having three stamens instead of the 6 in Liliaceae family. A more
subtle difference is that members of the Liliaceae family have wet stigma whereas Iridaceae family have
a “dry” stigmatic lip. Dry as in not having a liquid on stigma but a mucilage layer over finger like
unicellular papilla vert (short hair like growths).

The primary characteristics for the Iridaceae family include sword like leaves that are the same
on both sides (isobilateral), placed alternately with blades oriented 90° to stem in two vertical columns
on opposite sides of the stem (unifacial and distichous); styloid (slender and pointed) calcium oxalate
crystals; three stamens (distinct from other aspagalean or lilialean plants as most related families have 6
or one, in case of Orchidaceae). They have seeds that are brown, as compared to most Asparagales plants
which have black seeds.

Subfamily Iridoideae

Subfamily Iridoideae have style arms which are wide and described as being like petals
(petaloid). The seed capsule is below the flowers (referred to as having inferior ovaries).
There are two types of inflorescence in the Iris Family. The type we see in Zris is called “rhipidia”. This is
a stem with short alternate branches, compressed laterally into in a flat plane. This is considered the
ancestral form. A second form (considered derived or subsequently evolved form) is a spike, as in
Gladiolus.
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Iris

Iris species have floral tubes with the tepals being joined at base, referred to as a true perianth
tube . These are usually short, but can be very long, as in Iris pumila, where they can be as long as 5-6",
and Iris unguicularis up to 8". The other genera in the Irideae tribe lack this floral tube and have separate
tepals, without joining at the base.

Upright inner whorl of tepals (standards) is a feature of Iris shared with some species of the
Morea tribe, but not with the other tribes in Iridoeae subfamily.

The leaves of Iris (with exception of the Iris Scorpius (Juno) and Xiphium (bulb) groups) are
unifacial (same on both sides) and equitant and at right angles to the rhizome. Equitant is a very special
leaf arrangement. The leaves are different from the base to the top. They start off as two sided at base of
the plant, and gradually the leaf folds so that the two halves of the upper surface fuse together. Before
they fully fuse, they form a pocket in which the next younger leaf resides. If you take a close look at the
leaf you will see this structure. (Fig. 1)

Iris are distributed in Europe, Asia and North America, and except for members of Sisyrinchium
(blue-eyed grass) tribe (two exceptions in Morea genus), are the only plants of Iridaceae family located in
the northern Hemisphere. With this distribution come many variations and features of cold tolerance. Not
all Iris are cold tolerant, but with the exception of slight cold tolerance of Dietes grandiflora (often seen
planted in California and Florida) and of members of blue-eyed grass tribe, there isn’t any wide spread
tolerance of frost in any family groupings or tribes in the Iridaceae family. With this there are a few other
developed features, such as some species with deciduous leaves (ie: Iris aphylla)

One special feature characteristic of the /ris genus is the presence of biochemicals Iridals. These
are present in all iris. The special forms of these compounds present in Iris pallida, Iris florentina and
“Iris germanica”(I’m assuming that they are meaning tall bearded iris) can break down, when stored, into
Irone, which is the perfume component obtained from “orris root.” ( Jaenicke and Marner 1986)

Iris species are distributed around the world (Northern Hemisphere) and can be found in very
diverse climates, ranging from deserts (aril Iris), to arctic (Iris setosa), wetlands (Iris pseudacorous) to
alpine regions (Iris orjenii). As a species it has proven to be very adaptable to many climates and
versatile in developing means of surviving and thriving in many situations.

Iris are subdivided into various groups for further classification, and much work has been done on
this recently. Rearrangements in family relationship within /ris are currently undergoing work based on
several molecular analysis, but no consensus has yet been reached. Each of the studies has some
problems.

History

Goldblatt et al (2008), explores the time sequence of the development of Iridaceae and, based on
an extensive analysis of the family, concluded that the family originated in Antarctic-Australasia
supercontinent c. 65 million years ago, radiating from there to south Africa, then to Europe, North
America and finally South America. His time sequence suggests separation of /ris and Dietes around 43
million years ago. Dietes being a warm climate plant and many /ris being adapted primarily to a colder
climate, suggests a reason for a number of adapted features. The cold tolerance of many Iris species
would evolve by necessity and the deciduous leaves would be a definite survival trait of many of the cold
climate Iris. The change in conformity of the flowers, and change in nectaries could be based on need to
attract different pollinators. As distribution changes to a new environment, there would likely be need to
attract different pollinators. See Fig. 3 for details of family relationships and evolutionary time scale.



In all a very interesting and diverse family of flowering plants that continues to inspire a lot of 23

ongoing research, with much yet to be revealed.
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Fig . 1.Equitant leaves . This set of drawings show how the leaves of Iris are at first folded over, the two
upper surfaces fuse together. When you look at a mature leaf, both sides of the leaf are actually the lower

leaf surface. From<www.life.illinois.edu/help/digitalflowers/Iridaceae/index.htm>


http://www.life.illinois.edu/help/digitalflowers/Iridaceae/index.htm
http://www.life.illinois.edu/help/digitalflowers/Iridaceae/index.htm
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Fig.2. A flower of Iris pseudocorous showing meranthia flower structure. That is, appearing to bee as
being three different flowers. Petaloid style arms with lateral stigmatic lip, and style crest divided into
two crests. Anthers placed so bee has to push into flower and picks up pollen. As it backs out, stigmatic
lip folds closed preventing self pollination. When bee enters next flower it pushes stigmatic lip open and
deposits pollen. Doesn’t work so well on modern bearded iris that have been enlarged by hybridization.
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‘Donna’s
Dream’

Photo by OML
M.J. Urist LA ‘Just for Joe’

Photo by M.J. Urist

From Jim Robinowitz’s Garden

SOLY

Left: ‘So Van

| Gogh’ (Schafer
/Sacks, R.
2005)

Right: A clump
of SIB ‘Jerry
Murphy’
(Schafer/Sacks,
R. 2009)

with ‘City
Lights’ Mary
Dunn, R. 1990)
just behind.

(Correction to
Summer Special)



Rosemary and
Frank Sorbello
at the HVIDS
Show.
Rosemary won
BOS with
‘Perfection’,
and Frank
received the
Bronze Medal.

‘Stepping Out,’ BEST OF SHOW,
GRIS, exhibited by Neil Houghton

o

E.J. Mattson and Vaughn Sayles,
GRIS Show judges

TB ‘Arctic Burst’ from Kathryn
Moore’s garden last summer. Just
look at those fabulous beards and
stippled falls!
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BEARDLESS IRIS
Vaughn Sayles

A large number of us grow beardless iris for
various reasons. In addition to their grace
and beauty, many will survive and actually
thrive in conditions where bearded iris are
not successful. There are iris in this group
which grow well in shade and many which
do well in wet soil. One of the biggest
incentives for growing them is that they
extend the iris bloom season, and most
have foliage which is pleasing in the
landscape when the iris are not in bloom.
With the right selection of beardless iris,
you can have bloom from April through
early August. Their grass-like foliage
remains presentable all season.

There are five groups of beardless iris
which have undergone extensive
hybridization and have American Iris
Society Sections devoted to them:
Siberian, Spuria, Japanese, Pacific Coast
Native, and Louisiana Iris. SIGNA, Species
Iris Group of North America, is the
advocate for species and species crosses,
most of which are beardless. In spite of
the efforts of these groups to promote
beardless iris, the American Iris Society has
not yet awarded the Dykes Medal to a
beardless iris although other iris societies
have. A Siberian iris which | feel has a
chance for this award is ‘Ginger

Twist’ (Schafer/Sacks, 2009), which has an
abundance of distinctive blooms and has
done well in my garden and in a number of
gardens that I’ve visited. Marty and Jan
were awarded the Walther Cup in 2012 for
‘Ginger Twist’ since it received the
greatest number of votes in the HM Award
balloting.

In Region 2, two judges training sessions on
beardless iris were conducted this year. In-
garden training was conducted in Ithaca
and East Aurora, New York. In both
gardens, attendees were encouraged to
bring boots and umbrellas in case of
inclement weather which we had an
abundance of in June 2014. The training in
Ithaca on June 12 at the gardens of Vaughn

Sayles and E.J. Mattson was mainly on
species and species cross iris although
there were a number of Siberians and a
Japanese seedling in bloom.

Nice boots! (photo by E. J. Mattson)

The boots and umbrellas were utilized at
the judges training in Ithaca. We
experienced wind and rain, and the
participants had to walk through areas of
the lawn that had standing water. Iris
judges are certainly not going to let the
weather stop them from receiving in-
garden training or seeing uncommon iris in
bloom.

There relly are iris aroun the lily pond.
(photo by E. J. Mattson)

The AIS Handbook for Judges and Show
Officials encourages all AlS Judges to grow



the species iris most commonly grown in
their area. Iris versicolor is native to
Region 2, and several cultivars were in
bloom at the time of the garden training in
Ithaca. Some were in gardens and some
were naturalized at the edge of a small
pond with water lilies.’Cascade Mist’ (Dana
Borglum, 1999) was putting on a nice
display, but the irises that generated the
most interest were the species crosses
which Vaughn has collected over the years.

Joanne Bassett’s judges training in East
Aurora focused on Louisiana and Japanese
iris. One impressive iris was the species
cross ‘Enfant Prodige’ (Tony Huber, 1993).
This iris is from a cross of ‘Oriental
Touch’ (Huber, 1993, Iris versicolor x Iris
ensata) with an Iris ensata. There were
several clumps of this enchanting iris In
Joanne Bassett’s gardens.
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‘Enfant Prodige’

Joanne is converting a naturally wet area
to a garden featuring Japanese and
Louisiana iris. Many of the iris were in bud
and we hope to see this area next year

when they are in bloom. It should be a
colorful and interesting assemblage.

Joanne watching the class regroup.

Joanne had Louisiana iris and Japanese iris
coming into bloom in several gardens. It
was interesting to see the different forms
and color combinations exhibited by the
flowers in bloom. As we walked from
garden to garden, Joanne shared her
knowledge on what judges needed to look
for with these iris and how to grow them.

We were fortunate that Joe Musacchia
from Louisiana and M. J. Urist joined us for
the training session in East Aurora. M. J.

is responsible for Louisiana Iris Gardens
near Tully, NY. Her gardens have been
visited by many of the judges in Region 2
where Joe has offered judges trainings on
Louisiana iris in the past. Joe and M. J.
shared additional information on Louisiana
iris.

Both judges trainings provided the
attendees with a chance to see many types
of beardless iris growing and blooming
under a variety of conditions. Since the
beardless iris are not bothered by leaf spot
and their foliage is often attractive even
when they are not in bloom, these iris may
be what you are looking for to add to your
collections and landscape. Most are
graceful and greatly extend the season of
iris bloom and locations where you may
grow iris. As more club members add them
to their gardens we should see more of
them at the club shows and sales.
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2014 DYKES MEDAL WINNER
MTB ‘Dividing Line’
(Charles Bunnell, R. 2004)
(Thanks to Jim Robinowitz for the photo.)

ON THE INTERNET

American Iris Society  http://irises.org/  https://www.facebook.com/theamericanirissociety
http://wiki.irises.org/bin/view AlS Iris Encyclopedia. Photos, descriptions.

Region 2, AIS http://www.aisregion2.org/ Kate Brewitt, Webmaster
Canadian lIris Society  http://www.cdn-iris.ca Chris Hollinshead, Webmaster

World of Irises: The Blog of the American Iris Society http://theamericanirissociety.blogspot.com/

CHIS http://www.aisregion2.org/region2_007.htm

GRIS rochesteriris@blogspot.com

HVIDS http://hvids.org

ONIS https://sites.google.com/site/ontarioirissociety/
SOIS http://www.aisregion2.org/region2_012.htm

Jim and Janet’s Iris Page http://www.wilsonjh.org/index.html Several interesting articles
by Members of AIS Region 7
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