
CHAPTER 15 

SPACE AGE IRISES 

The Space Age iris cultivars came into existence by the work 
of a single individual, the late Lloyd Austin of Placerville, 
California. He noted that some plicata seedlings in the garden 
of the late Sydney B. Mitchell had little growths at the end of 
their beards. Mr. Austin interbred these seedlings until he 
obtained plants with horns at the ends of the beards. Further 
breeding produced spoons and flounces and even double 
appendages in this location. 

GARDEN JUDGING 

INTRODUCED CULTIVARS AND SEEDLINGS 

These popular irises have flowers which possess some sort of 
projection at the ends of the beards. While the term ·horn" is 
used to describe a shorter, stubby protrusion or extension of 
the beard, the term ·spoon• refers to an elongated version of 
the same that widens near the end to effect a spoon-shaped 
petaloid. A "flounce" refers to a still larger expansion of this 
projection into a wide, folded, often canoe or fan-shaped 
embellishment. There have been many recent introductions in 
this classification, and the quality of these cultivars is much 
improved over their forebears. 

The mere presence of horns, spoons or flounces is not 
sufficient; they must be functional. The horns might be short 
and not very conspicuous, but they must add lilt to the beard 
line. Longer protrusions and filaments ending in spoons or 
flounces should express gracefulness, sprightliness, humor or 
charm to the flower. Flounces can be detrimental to a flower, 
so be certain they do not distort the flower's shape or weigh it 
down. Properly, the overall effect should be an harmonious 
extension of the flower form. 
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Horned, spooned and flounced varieties will not consistently 
produce these unique projections, but they do appear on the 
better cultivars with marked regularity. 
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EXHIBITION JUDGING 

Judges should grow some of the space age irises. Familiarity 
with the variety being evaluated is essential to the Intelligent 
judging of an AIS show. 

As with all other irises, varieties should be evaluated carefully, 
comparing each entry to what is typically the best performance 
for the cultivar being judged. The appropriate chapters in this 
Handbook should be consulted. However, the .unique nature of 
the space age iris must not override the guidelines on form and 
proportion for the class being evaluated. 
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