
Helen McGregor Wins Dykes,
Cherie Leads A. M. List, as
Awards Committee Announces

1949 _Awards and Honors

ROBERT E. ALLEN

Chairman, Comlnittee on Awards

The twenty-third annual competition for the Dykes Memorial Medal,
top honor of all irisdom, resulted in the recommendation of the Gom­
nliUee on Awards that theAmerican Dykes Medal for 1949 be awarded
to the tall bearded variety HELEN McGREGOR. The directors of the
American Iris Society promptly approved the recommendation, so the
lovely, light blue creation of Dr. Robert J. Graves of Concord, New
Hampshire, becomes the eighteenth famous iris to win the ·coveted
Dykes Medal in America.

Two hundred and forty-nine accredited judges of the American
Iris Society participated in the choice of HELEN MCGRE(fOR· for the
Dykes Medal. and at the same time selected eleven varieties ·for the
Award of Merit,. forty for Honorable Mention and thirty-nine unintro­
duced varieties for High Commendation.

HELEN MCGREGOR, a beautiful, ruffled, light blue iris, was selected
by Dr. Graves from a number of promising seedlings of PURISSIMA by
CLOUD CASTLE. Registered by him in 1943 and introduced in 1946 by
Fairmount Gardens (Mrs. Tholuas Nesmith), Lowell, Massachusetts,
HELEN MCGREGOR received a High Commendation in 1943, an Honor­
able Mention in 1946, an AIS rating of 91 in 1946, the Award of
Merit in 1948 and now receives the Dykes Medal in 1949 during its
first year of eligibility. Thus HELEN MCGREGOR won the Dykes Medal
as soon after introduction as the AIS awards rules permit. This was
largely due to the three-year waiting period between registration and
introduction, in which time the new variety became well known to
lnany judges and eagerly awaited by many more, so that its post-intro­
duction receipt was immediately favorable. The nation-wide distri­
bution of the judges voting for HELEN MCGREGOR indicates that the
Dykes medalist performs well in all the iris-growing regions of the
l~nited States and Canada.

Unlike most modern irises, HELEN MCGREGOR has a short and simple
faulily tree. This triuIMph ?f breeding and selection by Dr. Graves
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and Edward Watkins· is only three and four generations advanced fronl
the three species from which it derives, namely cypriana, mesopotamica
and pallida. It is not less than 5/16 mesopotamica; 5/16 pallida and 2/16
cypriana. The unknown parents of its grandparent SENSATION probably
contributed more of these same strains. The female line of descent is
cypriana, CATERINA, ARGENTINA and PURISSIMA, while the male line is
pallida, CATERINA, QUEEN CATERINA, GLORIOLE and CLOUD CASTLE.

Like its pod parent PURISSIMA and its half-sister SNOW FLURRY,
HELEN MCGREGOR is proving to be a splendid parent and some of its
progeny are already well advanced along the honor road. Although
customarily used as a pod parent, a few cases of the successful use of its
pollen have been reported. The voting which resulted in the award of
the Dykes Medal to HELEN MCGREGOR was as follows:

DYKES MEDAL ·VOTING

VARIETY

Helen McGregor
Blue Rhythm
Lady Mohr
Bryce Canyon
Amandine
All Others

ORIGINATOR

Graves 143
Whiting 145
Sal bach 143
Kleinsorge 144
Douglas 144

INTRODUCER

Nesmith 146
Whiting 145
Salbach 144
Cooley 144
Nesmith 146

VOTES RECEIVED
Number Per Cent

66 26.50
48 19.28
28 11.25
24 9.64
12 4.82
71 28.51

249 100.00

It is worthy of note that BRYCE CANYON, BLUE RHYTHM and LADY
MOHR were also among the first five varieties in the 1948 competition
in which OLA KALA won the Dykes Medal and BRYCE CANYON was
runner-up.

THE AWARD OF MERIT

Because of a tie for eighth place, nine tall bearded varieties received
the Award of Merit while two other than· tall bearded varieties received
the. same award. It is important to remember that only those varieties
that had received an Honorable Mention during the five-year period,
1943-1948 inclusive, were eligible for the Award of Merit in 1949.
The Award of Merit is given to the eight eligible tall bearded varieties
and the two eligible other than tall bearded varieties receiving the most
votes in the competition, provided that they receive more than ten and
seven votes respectively. If two or more varieties 'are tied for eighth
place the award is given to all varieties thus tied. The voting for the
1949 Awards of Merit follows on the next page.
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AWARD OF MERIT VOTING

VOTES
119
76
61
60
59
54
43
42
42

18

20

Milliken

INTRODUCER
D. F. Hall

'K. D. Smith
Williamson
Fay
Maxwell-Nodon
D. F. HaJJ
Nesmith
C. C. Taylor
Whiting

Bearded
Milliken

C. G. White

Tall Bearded Varieties
ORIGINATOR
D. F. Hall
K. D. Smith
Cook
Fay
Norton
D. F. Hall
Graves
C. C. Taylor
Whiting
Other Than . Tall
NiesDutch Defiance

(Spuria)
Present

(Oncocyclus Hybrid)

VARIETY
Cherie
Blue Valley
Distance
Desert Song
Sylvia Murray
Fantasy
Cloud Castle
Golden Ruffles
Three Oaks

HONORABLE MENTION

Honorable Mention is the first honor that a new variety, duly register­
ed and properly introduced (or in the course of introduction) nlay
receive. It is important because it is the first step that a new iris must
take in its quest for the Dykes Medal. To merit Honorable Mention
an eligible iris must receive not less than ten votes from judges,each
of whom may make not more than fourteen such recommendations. Only
five votes are required for the Honorable Mention of other than tall
bearded varieties.

One of the most important consequences of this honor is that only
Honorable Mention irises are eligible for the official AIS SympoSiUlTI as
well as for the Award of Merit. The varieties receiving Honorable
Mention are now added to the Symposium list of eligibles the year
after they receive the honor and a like number of varieties ranking
lowest in the last previous Symposium are removed from the list.

VOTING FOR HONORABLE MENTION

VARIETY
Sunset Blaze
Pink Formal
Star Shine
Bay State
Pinnacle
Sky Ranger
Ballet Dancer
Cahokia
Sarah Goodloe
Char-Maize
Blue Elegance

Tall Bearded
ORIGINATOR
Kleinsorge
Muhlestein
Wills
Corey
Stevens
D. F. Hall
Kleinsorge
Faught
G. Douglas
Lyon
Jory

Varieties
INTRODUCER
Cooley
Muhlestein
Nesmith
Ne.smith'
Schreiner
D. F. Hall
*Cooley
Schroeder
Nesmith
Lyon
Salbach

VOTES
50
41
33
26
23
21
20
19
19
18
17
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Voting for Honorable Mention~ continued:
VARIETY ORIGINATOR INTRODUCER VOTES
Carabella DeForest DeForest 17
Seafarer Buttrick Nesmith 17
Gay Border DeForest DeForest 16
Rodeo DeForest DeForest 16
Blumohr Marx Marx 15
Ebony Echo Tompkins Tompkins 15
Heritage D. F. Hall D.F. Hall 15
Blizzard Knowlton Nesmith 14
Gypsy Rose Whiting Whiting 14
On Guard Carpenter Nesmith 14
Corporal Mary Graves Nesmith 13
Hurricane Craig *Craig 13
Truly Yours Fay Fay 13
Blue Rim Larsen *Larsen 12
Fairday McKee McKee 12
Summertime Caldwell Nesmith 12
Gaylord G. Douglas Nesmith II
Heigho Craig *Craig II
Helen Fitzgerald Thorup *Thorup II
Illinois Sunshine Faught Schroeder II
Black Ruby Dolman *Cooley 10
Blue Angel Wings McKee McKee 10
Gay Orchid Muhlestein Muhlestein 10
Peach Parfait Craig *Craig 10

Other Than Tall Bearded
Moon Gleam Marx Marx 9

(Dwarf Bearded)
Wee Admiral Marx Marx 8

(Dwarf Bearded)
Beauty Spot Marx Marx 6

(Dwarf Bearded)
Blue Mascot Marx Marx 5
(Dwarf Bearded)
Hoogie Boy Muhlestein Muhlestein 5

(Regelia Hybrid)

* Introduction incomplete.

HIGH COMMENDATION

Although the honor of High Commendation is in no sense a requisite
to introduction, it is nevertheless true that the opinion of a nunlber
of· judges in highly commending a new and unintroduced variety has a
powerful influence on the decision of its originator in regard to its intro­
duction. A vote of High Commendation for an unintroduced variety
that is frequently unnamed and unregistered as well, is an expression
of a judge's opinion that it is worthy of introduction.

I t is by no mean:sunusual for a new. variety to show signs of great
promise by the number and distribution of the votes it receives for High
COlnmendation. This preliminary favor which a new variety meets is
.often reflected by a strong vote for Honorable Mention the year of
introduction.
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