
The Thirteenth Annual Symposium
HAROLD W. KNOWI...TON, Chairman, Awards Committee

All of· the members of the society were invited to take part in the
1952 Symposium and to pick their 100 favorite irises. The twelve pre­
vious symposiums from 1940 to 1951 had been conducted by the ac­
credited judges. In 1952, ballots were received from 1,112 members, ap­
proximately 25 per cent of the total membership. As in previous years,
the ballot was a selected list of tall bearded irises. This year it was
composed of 325 varieties, all of which had received Honorable Men­
tion. The list included the 100 favorites of the past two years, and those
which had received Honorable Mention in the past three years. The
members were asked to check off the· one hundred favorites. In ad­
dition, space was given for writing in other varieties not listed that had
received Honorable Mention. All votes counted equally. There was
no rating up as in previous lists.

The task of tabulating this large number of votes was divided up
by asking each Regional Vice-President to tabulate the ballots from his
or her region. They all responded to this request and I wish to thank
them for their splendid co-operation. This gave a regional tabulation
for each region and a number of regions are planning to publish these
lists in regional bulletins. The list published in this issue of the Bulletin
is a compilation of the reports fronl all 21 regions and England. Ola
Kala heads the list receiving 1,009 votes out of the 1,112 votes cast.
This iris first appeared in the symposium for 1944 where it listed No.
6. Since then it has been in all nine Symposiums, ranking as follows:
6, 6, 2, 1, 1, 1, (1950 Hall of Fame), 9, and 1. -

The article entitled "Symposium Sidelights," by W. F. Scott, Jr., in
the October Bulletin is worthy of careful study. The Symposium is in
its nature a list of favorites, those that have had wide distribution and
that are well liked by a great many. A fancier looking for the newest
varieties should read the lists of High Commendations and Honorable
Mentions in the Annual list of Awards. The votes of so many members
of the society give a broad base to the list of the ones they like best.
It is the consensus of opinion of many and not the opinion of a few.

It is interesting to note that this symposium nlade by the members,
and that of last year made by 262 judges, are very nearly alike. While
the rank varies in some instances, the lists as a whole vary in only
seven instances, as follows:-

Varieties in 1952 list, not on 1951 list:­

Louvois
Ming Yellow
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Pierre Menard
Zantha
Lighthouse
Miss California
Christabel

Varieties on 1951 list, not on 1952 list:­

Deep Velvet
Easter Bonnet
Cordovan
Indiana. Night
Red Valor
Radiation
Mattie Gates

There are twelve all-time favorites that have been on all thirteen
symposiums, and nine others that have been on 10, 11 or 12 sym­
posiums consecutively from the time of first appearance to date.

These lists are as follows:-

Long-Time Favorites

A. Listed on all 13 Symposiums-1940 to 1952, inclusive

Amigo Golden Maj esty
City of Lincoln Great Lakes
China Maid Prairie Sunset
Elsa Sass Sable
Fair Elaine The Red Douglas
Gloriole Wabash

NOTE: In 1950these were placed in a separate list called the Hall of
Fame.

B. Listed on 10, 11, or 12 Symposiums consecutively from time of
first appearance on the list to 1952, inclusive:-

Blue Shimmer (10)
Daybreak (10)
Elmohr (10)

. Golden Fleece (12)
Snow Carnival (10)
Snow Flurry (12)
Spun Gold (12)
The Admiral (11)
Violet Symphony (11 )
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The 100 Favorite Irises of 1952
Symposium of 1,112 Members of the American Iris Society

N arne Year Introduced
~l. Ola Kala Sass, J. '43 DM
.>112. Sable Cook, P. '38

-,J 3. Great Lakes Cousins '38 DM
,,; 4. Blue Rhythm Whiting '45 DM
"6. Blue Shimmer Sass, J. '42
." 6. Lady Mohr Salhach '44
<,,7. Elmohr Loomis '42 DM
-i8. Chivalry Wills '44 DM

;,J 9. Snow Flurry 0 • Rees '39
:10. Solid Mahogany Sass, j. '44
<' II. Pink Cameo Fay '46
"~12. Wabash WiIliamson '36 DIVI

13. Master Charles Williamson '43
"14.' Minnie Colquitt Sass, H. P. '42
i15. Bryce Canyon Kleinsorge '44
16. Mulberry Rose Schreiner '41

~, 17. Amigo Williamson '34
"\18. Ranger , Kleinsorge '43
\JI9. Helen McGregor .. Graves '46 DM
\~20. Azure Skies Pattison '43
..\. 21. Cascade Splendor .. Kleinsorge '45
1l22. Amandine Douglas, G. '46
~ 23. Chantilly Hall, D. F. '45
.l24. New Snow Fay '46

25. Cherie 'i ••• Hall, D. F. '47 DM
26. Prairie Sunset Sass, H. P. '40 DNI
27. Grand Canyon Kleinsorge '41
28. Berkeley Gold Salbach '42
29. Rocket Whiting '45
30. Tiffanja De Forest '42

'. 31. The Red Douglas .• Sass, J. '37 DM
32. The Admiral Hall, D. F. '41

-1'33. Dreamcastle Cook, P. '43
..134. Lady Bosca'wen Graves '46

35. Pinnacle Stevens '4;9
l 36. China Maid Milliken '36
37. Argus Pheasant '" De Forest '48

, 38. Cloth of Gold Whiting '(15
::'39. Katherine Fay Fay '45
-. 40. Casa Morena De Forest '43
. 41. Sylvia Murray Norton '44
·'zt2. Missouri . .' Grinter '3:3 Dl\I
_.. 43. Ormohr Kleinsorge '37
44. Gloriole Gage '33
45. Gudrun Dykes, K. '3:J
~46. Three Oaks ,Whiting '43
·~7. T.iffany Sass, H. P. ':38

4>t<1. Vatican Purpl£~ Whiting '43
"A9. Desert Song . ., .. Fay '46

50. Lynn Langford .... Hall, D. F. '46
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1951 Rank Color Votes
9 Deep yellow 1009

25 Blue-black violet 948
16 Blue 942

1 Cornflower blue 939
3 Blue & white plicata 923
6 Oyster white & chartreuse .. 904

14 Red violet 896
7 Medium blue 868

80 Ruffled white 863
1S Mahogany red 841
13 Pale cameo pink 809
48 White & violet bicolor 797

~~ Mulberry-purple 789
23 White & purple plicata 785
12 Henna Copper 773
21 Mulberry rose 771
~1;6 Pansy purple bitone 739
19 Red crimson 7.37
5 Light blue 728

18 Pale lavender blue 724
11 Pink & apricot blend 708
2 Lemon cream 685

:?2 Pale orchid pink .. ; 683
10 White 682
4 Shell pink 676

67 Rose Copper blend 671
47 Dark plum & copper blend 663
~~7 Medium yellow 646
32 Deep orange yellow 637
4-1 White & buff plicata 636
65 Wine-red 626
30 Intense blue 600
26 Orchid pink 594
17 White 585
~i5 White & primrose bicolor .. 584
78 Pink blend 579
:23 Brown 574
41 Deep yellow 574
36 White 571
40 Deep rich brown 564
3,3 Pale blue 563
72 Medium blue 557
88, Blue lilac 556
(l] Ice blue 546
69 White 545
55 Rose, copper & blue blend .. 545
96 Yellow & violet plicata 539
53 Deep purple 537
31 Cream 528
,19 Orchid & gold 525



Name Year Introduced 1951 Rank Color Votes
51. Elsa Sass Sass, H. P. '39 79 Sulphur yellow 520

JS2. Extravaganza Douglas, G. '44 43 Cream & copper bicolor 515
~S3. Treasure Island Kleinsorge '37 80 yellow 513
, 54. Black Fort1st Schreiner '45 29 Blue black 512
~55. Fair Elaine Mitchell '38 8/~ Yellow bitone 509
\ 56. Matterhorn Sass, J. '38 81 White 503
';'57.. Firecracker .. , Hall, D. F. '43 56 Yello~ & red plicata 502

.58. Spanish Peaks Loomis '47 20 White 502
;;"·59. Moonlight MadonnaSass, J. '43 51 Lemon ice 500

'\~l 60. Tobacco Road Kleinsorge '4:2 66 Tobacco-brown 499
"'~61. Los Angeles Mohr-Mitchell ~27 75 White & blue plicata .496
"62. Distance Cook, P. '46 38 Light blue 495
<"63. City of Lincoln Sass, H. P. '36 87 Yellow & red bi-color 490

64. Cloud Cabtle Graves '44 34 Pale wisteria blue 482
65. Harriet 1'hflreau Cook, P. '44 ,'3 Orchid pink -. . 482
66. Blue Valley Smith, K. D. '47 24 Medium blue .480

";~67. Golden Fleece Sass, J. '40 6;3 Lemon yellow & white 474
68. Garden Glory Whiting '43 37 Deep wine red 473
69. Winter Caruiv'al Schreiner '41 63 White 468
70. Chamois . , Kleinsorge '14 39 Chamois 464
71. Pink Formal Muhlestein '19 45 Shell pink 463

Sharkskin Douglas, G. '42 77 Warm white 458
'73. Sierra Blue Essig '32 DM 8S Tall blue .458
74. Arab Chief Whiting '44 52 Gold & copper blend 457
75. Lothario Schreiner'42 62 Blue bitone .451
76. Spun Gold Glutzbeck '40 DM 76 yellow 450
77. Mexico Kleinsorge '43 70 Gold & red brown blend 444

~ 78. Louvois Cayeux '36 112 Brown 439
79. Gypsy Kleinsorge '44 60 Gold & chestnut brown 438
80. Ming YelJo'w Glutzbeck '38 103 yellow 435
81. Golden 'Majesty Salbach '38 86 Golden yellow 426
82. Golden Treasure .. Schreiner '36 95 Cream & yellow blend 422

";"83. Shining Waters Essig '33 93 Blue .422
84. Bandmaster Hall, D. F. '44 57 Medium blue 419
85. Fantasy , Hall, D. F. '47 42 Orchid rose .414
86. Daybreak Kleinsorge '41 100 Golden pink, copper blend . .405
87. C,)ldbeater Kleinsorge '44 54 Chrome yellow 401
3lJ. Pierre ,Menard Faught '48 104 Blue violet 401

·~89. Violet Symphony .. Smith, K. D. '40 58 Lilac mauve 401
'\ 90. Zantha Fay '47 134 Deep yellow 398
:91. Snow Carnival Graves '42 71 White 391

" 92. Pretty Quadroon .. Kleinsorge '48 39 Copper brown blend .....•390
~93. Old Parchment Kleinsorge '39 91 Pale cream buff 388

Arctic Kleinsorge '40 98 White flushed yellow 385
95. Golden ltusse~ Hall, D. F .. '46 90 Golden russet .......•.... 385
96. Lighthouse Salbach '36 108 Old rose & yellow blend 382
97. The Capitol, Maxwell '44 92 White 378
98. Miss California Salbach '37 135 Amaranth pink 377
99. Christabel ~ Lapham: '36 109 Red 373

100. Priscilla Whiting '42 94 White ; 372
NOTE: The 1951 Rank was the Symposium of 262 judges of the society on a rated

point system. The 1952 Symposium was made by the members of the society
(including the judges) and all votes counted equally without rating up.
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THE 100 FAVORITE IRISES OF 1952 BY COLOR
Numerical position in 1952 Symposium follo:"v"8 variety name.

Blue-white Self
Snow Flurry

White-White Self
New Snow
Lady Boscawen
Katherine Fay
Matterhorn
Spanish Peaks
Priscilla

Warm White Self
Gudrun
Winter Carnival
Sharkskin
Snow Carnival
Arctic
The Capitol

Light Blue Self
Helen McGregor
Azure Skies
Sylvia Murray
Gloriole
Distance
Cloud Castle
Shining Waters

Medium Blue Self
Great Lakes
Blue Rhythm
Chivalry
The Admiral

\Missouri
Blue Valley
Sierra Blue
Bandmaster

Dark Blue Self
~\ Sable
\Black Forest

Blue Bicolor
'~'\ Lothario

,Cream Light Yellow
\ Amandine

'" Desert Song
,. Elsa Sass

Moonlight Madonna
"" Golden' Fleece

Goldbeater
Medium Yellow
'. Berkeley Gold

Cloth of Gold
Treasure Island
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24
34
39
56
58

100

45
69
72
91
94
97

19
20
41
44
62
64
83

3
4
8

32
42
66
73
84

2
54

75

22
49
51
59
67
87

28
38
53

~I Spun Gold
l\1ing Yellow
Golden Majesty
Golden Treasure

qrange-Yellow
~ Ola Kala
~ Rocket

Zantha
Red Self

Solid Mahogany
Ranger
The Red Douglas
Garden Glory
Christabel

Lavender-pink Self
Chantilly
Dreamcastle
Lynn Langford

"Harriet Thoreau
Fantasy
Miss California

,fangerine J3earded Pink
,:" Pink Cameo

Cherie
Pink Formal

Blue PUcata
~Blue Shimmer

Purple Plicata
'\ Minnie Colquitt
<Los Angeles
Yellow Plicata
~.Ti£fanja

Tiffany
~Firecracker

Light to Medium Violet Self
'. Violet Symphony

Blue Violet Self
Vatican Purple
Pierre Menard

Red Violet Self
Master Charles

Variegata
City of Lincoln
Mexico
Gypsy

Amoena Neglecta
Wabash
~Amigo

10

76
80
81
82

I
29
90

10
18
31
68
99

23
33
50
65
85
98

II
25
71

5

14
61

30
47
57

48
88

13

63
77
79

12
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Extravaganza 52 Medium to Dark Blend
Oncobreds (Brown Predominating)

\j Lady Mohr 6 Bryce Canyon 15
Elmohr 7 Prairie Sunset 26
Ormohr 43 Grand Canyon 27

Yellow-white Bicolor Argus Pheasant 37

Pinnacle 35 Casa Morena 40
:~ Tobacco Road 60Fair Elaine 55
~Arab Chief 74

Light Blend (Yellow ~ Louvois 78
predominating) Pretty Quadroon 92

Cascade Splendor 21 Rose Blend
Chamois 70 '-tMulberry Rose 16
Daybreak 86 -,i China Maid 36
Old Parchment 93 "ii Three Oaks 46
Golden Russet 95 Lighthouse 96

N\EW ENGLAND

PLANS FOR 1953 MEETING

Tentative plans are being announced for the Annual Meeting to
'be held in New England in June, 1952. George H. Pride, vice-president
of Region 1 sends the following convention plans:

Registration day will be June 3, on Wednesday. The first day of
visits will be June 4, starting with the Barker Garden in Newtonville,
Mass. and garden of Dr. and Mrs. Lowry in the morning. The afternoon
will be spent at the garden of Mrs. Fraim and the Knowhons. The next
oay, the gardens of Mrs. Corey and Prof. Harrison will be visited in
the morning and the Nesmith garden in the afternoon. The third day,
June 6th, the gardens of Win Wheeler and Mr. McKee will be visited

, in the morning and the Buttrick garden in the afternoon. On the final
day, Sunday, June 9, the garden of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Brown of
Wakefield, Mass., the Stone garden in Ashby and the garden of Ed
Watkins in Concord, N.H. The banquet will be the night of June 6.
Meetings are being held frequently, most of the committees are formed
and hard at work and a full detailed acc'ount of everything will be
available soon.

Convention headquarters will he at
Hotel Somerset, Boston, Mass.
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