Honorary Awards 2025

BY ANDI RIVAROLA, HONORARY AWARDS CHAIR, CALIFORNIA

he AlS Board of Directors conducted its last
meeting on November 5, 2025, and approved six
honorary awards—two Gold Medals, two Distin-
guished Service Medals, and two Hybridizer Medals,
which | am now happy to announce.

Honorary award nominations are first reviewed
and voted on by the Honorary Awards Committee,
composed of past AlS presidents, then, if approved,
nominations are presented to the AIS Board of
Directors for voting.

The winners will receive their medals at the
upcoming 2026 AIS National Convention in New
Jersey and New York.

CONGRATULATIONS TO JILL BONINO FOR
BEING AWARDED THE AIS GOLD MEDAL!

Jill has been a member
of the AIS for more
than twenty-five years
and was given the AlS
Distinguished Service
Medal in 2012. Jill's
contributions and service

to AlS have deepened
\ since then.

Jill Bonino She has been a fully

@ JILLBONINO  accredited judge for

over ten years, and she has “rendered outstanding
service to the society.” She was awarded the AIS
Emeritus Judge status in 2024. Jill has conducted
judges training sessions many times in her own
region (AIS Region 15) as well as at national
conventions. She has also provided judges training
via ZOOM to an international audience for the
AIS Webinars. Jill has judged internationally
at Franciris (International Iris Competition) in
Paris, France, and at the Firenze International Iris
Competition, Florence, Italy in 2012. Jill was also the
coordinator and manager of the first International
Iris Competition in the United States, at Presby
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Memorial Iris Garden in 2021. Jill has conducted
both classroom and in-garden iris judging classes.

Jill has given many programs for AIS Southern
California affiliates, for her region, and at national
conventions, as well as for an AIS webinar.

These programs are both entertaining and quite
informative for her audiences.

Jill's responsibilities and work at the national level
of the AIS are remarkable and have been ongoing
for well over two decades.

Jill has served on the AIS Board of Directors in a
number of positions and offices over the past twenty
years. She has been an AIS director, recording
secretary, general secretary, treasurer, second vice-
president, first vice-president, and leader in other
capacities on various committees.

Jill is currently the AIS treasurer. In that capacity
she prepares AlS budgets and reports, manages
investments and various accounts, and allocates
funds (general and restricted), and manages the AlS
accounts (including PayPal, etc.). Jill also assumed
the combined office of AIS Foundation secretary/
treasurer in 2015 and currently continues in that
position. Jill Bonino is the only individual in AIS
history to serve as treasurer of both the AIS and the
AlS Foundation simultaneously, and for more than a
decade in both positions. For the AIS Foundation, in
addition to the usual treasurer duties, she manages
donations for both the AIS and the AIS Foundation,
advises for the Hager-DuBose Trust, and manages
Foundation funding of approved grants to university
and individual researchers. She began the program
for AIS Planned Giving through the AIS Foundation.
She is heavily involved in the AIS Library Committee
work in Molalla, Oregon and manages its lease
payments. Her work for both the AIS and the AIS
Foundation involves planning payment timing, audits,
taxes, and preparation of accountability reports.

Jill has been involved with various AIS
conventions. She was co-chair of the 2012
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convention in Ontario, California. She has also
served as the treasurer for AlS conventions in 2016,
2020 (cancelled due to COVID), and the upcoming
convention in 2026 in NJ/NY (where she is also a
convention co-chair). Jill has authored AIS Bulletin
articles as part of her responsibility as convention
co-chair. She has also managed the Geek Dinner at
recent AlS conventions.

Jill Bonino has graciously given her time, energy,
and expertise as an AlS judge, officer, and dedicated
member of The American Iris Society over more
than two decades. For all of this, Jill Bonino is
deserving of the AIS Gold Medal.

CONGRATULATIONS TO GARY WHITE FOR
BEING THE RECIPIENT OF THE AIS GOLD MEDAL!
T e Gary has been around

irises since childhood

and started growing them
on his own after college.
He grows a wide variety
of irises, from most iris
classes except for Pacific
Coast irises and forty
chromosome Siberians
irises. His first iris gardens

Gary White
@ PROVIDED BY GARY WHITE  were in northern West

Virginia (AIS Region 4) where he was raised. He
and his wife, Linda Rader, moved to Nebraska (AIS
Region 21) in 1993. His garden has been on local and
regional tours numerous times.

On the local level, Gary has twice been president
of the Lincoln Iris Society (LIS), currently starting his
seventh year and has served as the LIS show chair or
co-chair for most of the past thirty years. In the late
1990s, he began and edited the local LIS monthly
newsletter (the Rainbow Messenger) for six years.

Regionally, Gary was treasurer, then assistant RVP,
then RVP of Region 21 (2004-2007), and also a past
editor of the Region 21 bulletin. He was the Region
21 secretary for three years (2023-2025). He served
as chair of the combined Region 21/TBIS convention
and tour in May 2004 in Lincoln, Nebraska. He was
chair of the combined Region 21/Median Iris Society
50th Anniversary Convention and tour in May 2007,
also in Lincoln, Nebraska. He has been elected
Region 21 RVP for the second time in twenty years,
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this term officially started November 2025.

In 2005 Gary was elected to the AIS Board of
Directors and in 2007 to the AIS Foundation Board
of Trustees. In 2008, he was elected secretary/
treasurer of the AIS Foundation, a position held
through May 2015. He remained a member of the
AIS Foundation Board of Trustees, and in April
2019 was elected VP of the AIS Foundation. In
March 2022, Gary was elected president of the AIS
Foundation and is currently holding that position.

Gary has been a member of every AIS section and
cooperating society in recent years. He served as
president of the Historic Iris Preservation Society
(HIPS) two terms, from 2011 to May 2015. He also
served on the Society for Japanese Irises (SJI) board
of directors and then VP of SJI. Effective January
2022, Gary became president of SJI and served
through 2024. He was elected first VP of the Society
for Siberian Irises (SSI) with a term beginning
January 2023 through December 2024. He became
president of SSI on January 1, 2025, and currently
holds that position.

Gary was chairman of the AlS Scientific Advisory
Committee for five years (2004-2009) and has
continued as a member of that committee to the
present. He is currently chair of the AIS Finance
Committee and serves on several other AIS
committees as well. For three years, he was the AIS
section and cooperating society liaison. He has been
a member of the AlS Bulletin Editorial Board since
its inception, summer of 2023.

Gary has been an AIS judge for twenty-seven
years. He has conducted judges training (both
classroom, in-garden, and by ZOOM) sessions in
several AlS regions, at national conventions, and
in Florence, Italy. He is an emeritus judge. He has
judged AIS virtual shows, including twice for the Mt.
Diablo Iris Society (MDIS) virtual show, and for the
Sydney B. Mitchell Iris Society (SBMIS) virtual show.
In August-September 2025, he judged both of those
virtual shows.

After six years as AIS director, followed by terms
as second VP, then first VP, Gary was elected AlS
president in November 2015 and served through
2018. He then served as immediate past president of
AIS for three years.

Gary was co-chair of the 2017 AIS Convention in
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Des Moines, |A and was co-chair of the 2020 AIS
Centennial Convention in Newark, NJ, until it was
cancelled due to COVID-19. He is now co-chair
(with Andi Rivarola and Jill Bonino) of the 2026 AIS
Convention in Newark, NJ.

Gary was the honorary awards chair for HIPS
for seven years, and for AlS for three years. He
has given numerous programs on irises for many
audiences, both AlS-affiliated and non AlS-related
gardening groups, as well as for the New Zealand
Iris Society. Gary has been involved in the AIS Zoom
webinars from their inception to the present, and he
gave the first two webinars (on AlS history) in July
2020. He has also given judges training webinars. He
now manages the AIS webinars and is moderator for
most of these webinars (forty-two webinars to date).

Gary has been given honorary life membership in
the Lincoln Iris Society.

He also received the Region 21 distinguished
service award. Gary was awarded the HIPS
distinguished service award at the 2017 AIS
convention in Des Moines, lowa. He was awarded
the AIS distinguished service medal at the AIS
convention in San Ramon, CA, April 2019. Gary
was invited to judge international iris competitions
in both Florence, Italy (Firenze), where he was
president of the jury, and in Paris, France (Franciris).
Those competitions were conducted in May of 2019.
He has been given honorary membership in the
French Iris Society (SFIB). He was invited to be a
judge for the first international iris competition in
the U.S., June 2021 at Presby Memorial Iris Gardens
in New Jersey.

The AIS board of directors granted Gary AIS
emeritus judge status in 2019. In his professional life,
Gary was a hospital pharmacist for thirty-five years,
now retired.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL RECIPIENT,
RILEY PROBST

The American Iris Society depends on a few good
people doing a lot of work to make the society
thrive. Riley Probst has been one of those people
since he first joined in 1982.

Riley’s life is iris, and he is greatly appreciated at
the local and regional levels for his value to clubs
as a knowledgeable resource and selfless volunteer.
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At once, you are struck by
Riley’s gentle demeanor
and willingness to engage
in iris discussions. Riley’s
name appears as a winner
on many of our club e
trophies and is always a
serious competitor in any
of our iris shows. Riley has
contributed hours and
hours to his passion. He is
appreciated throughout
our region and was
honored by Region 14 with
the Larry Gaulter Lifetime Achievement Award.
Riley’s list of contributions to iris and AlS is both
exhaustive and exhausting. He is a lifetime AIS
member and has served two terms as a director
on the AIS board. He has written articles for
the AIS Bulletin, had a great many photographs
published in the bulletin and other AIS and regional
publications, and has hundreds of photos on the AIS
Encyclopedia (wiki). He has chaired or been editor
for the AIS RVP Handbook revision and for nineteen
years has been a director or chairperson for AIS
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committees.

In addition to chairing a national AIS convention,
he has volunteered in public national convention
gardens, hosted gardens at both regional (14 and 18)
and society section conventions, has been the AIS
symposium chair for thirteen years, and attended
thirty-four national conventions.

Riley has been a founding member, officer,
or director of at least five different AlS section
societies. He has presented iris programs in many
states. Riley has registered and introduced fourteen
irises with eight having won AIS awards (so far),
including the Walther Cup, three Williamson-White
medals, and a Sass medal.

As if this weren't enough, he has been an AIS
garden judge, master judge, and emeritus judge.
Locally, he is our “go-to” judge because of his
knowledge and professionalism. Riley has done
judges’ training sessions in at least ten states. At the
regional level, Riley has been an RVP and a regional
director.

But where it really matters to all of us is at the
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affiliate level. Riley is a skilled grower, presenter,

and exhibitor. He has won best of show thirty times
with several different iris types, has earned eighteen
silver medals and thirty-one bronze medals, and

has been every kind of officer in thirteen different
local iris clubs. When anyone in our club wants
information on an iris or wants an iris identified,

we all turn to Riley. Riley is an honorable man.

He is patient and kind with all the club members,
regardless of their iris knowledge. He promotes the
love and appreciation of iris and encourages all of us
to learn more about iris and be more involved in iris
culture and AlS, to foster the world of iris.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL RECIPIENT,
WAYNE MESSER

Wayne has served two terms (2018-2024) on the
AlS Board of Directors.

He has participated in
several committees during
that time, and he continues
to serve on committees
beyond his terms on the
board.

Wayne has produced
News and Notes for The
American Iris Society for
more than twelve years.
Notice that News and Notes is a monthly electronic
newsletter of current events with links to those

Wayne Messer
@ CLAIRE SCHNEIDER

events and for more information. In addition to
those monthly newsletters, Wayne also produces
special editions of News and Notes for the annual
AIS Awards and to announce any and all new
webinars. So, these special editions now number
well over fifty! Behind the production of all these
editions, Wayne communicates with most officers
and members of the BOD, several committee chairs,
and leaders of virtually all the AIS sections and
cooperating societies on a monthly basis, in order
to find the latest information about events and
happenings in the iris world. Many people realize
and understand the commitment that Wayne invests
in News and Notes on a monthly basis, year in and
year out. Truly amazing!

Wayne has served locally as the Region 21 RVP
(2019-2022), having been RVP, JT coordinator,
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newsletter editor and much more. He continues
to serve as the regional webmaster and the judges
training chair.

During his tenure as AIS board member, Wayne
became involved in the Electronic Services
Committee where he served as the AIS webmaster
of the newly redeveloped AIS website. He continues
to contribute to Electronic Services by serving
as a valued mentor and advisor to the committee
members. His knowledge and skill in software
applications and interest in communications
lead him to volunteer his services to the AIS
Encyclopedia where he continues to serve as one of
the WIKI administrators.

Wayne and Pam Messer were involved in the AIS
2017 convention as guest iris chairs, members of
the convention committee, and hosts of their own
garden on the convention garden tours. Wayne
and Pam have received the Region 21 Distinguished
Service Award.

Wayne has also served on the AIS membership
committee, public relations and marketing
committee, and on the Bulletin editorial board.

CONGRATULATIONS TO KEVIN YAUGHN FOR
BEING AWARDED THE AIS HYBRIDIZER MEDAL!
Kevin is an American iris hybridizer living near
Salem, Oregon, Region 13.
Kevin Vaughn has
registered seventy-
eight irises in eleven
iris classes—so far! He
has hybridized irises in
these classes: Border
bearded (3), intermediate
bearded (1), Louisiana (36),
miniature dwarf bearded

Kevin Vaughn

@ PROVIDED BY KEVIN VAUGHN o
(6), miniature tall bearded

(19), Siberian (3), species (2), species hybrids (1), puria
(4), tandard dwarf bearded (1), and tall bearded (2).
Kevin's first registered iris was ‘Miss Perky’ (MDB) in
1971. His iris hybridization continues to the present
(2025), accounting for more than fifty years breeding
irises.

Kevin has received two Honorable Mention (HM)
awards for border bearded irises. He has also
received five HM awards for Louisiana irises. He
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has received Award of Merit (AM) honors for two of
those LA irises, and two DeBaillon Medals for those
two irises. Kevin has also received five HM awards
for MTB irises and one HM for a Siberian iris. For
each of two spuria irises, he received both an HM
and an AM honor.

In addition to his hybridizing work, Kevin Vaughn
has written two major books on irises. The first was
Beardless Irises: A Plant for Every Garden published
in 2015. Kevin's second iris book was published in
2022, Dwarf and Median Bearded Irises: Jewels
of the Iris World. Both books offer chapters and
valuable insights on hybridizing irises.

Just this fall, Kevin has been honored with The
British Iris Society’s Sir Michael Foster Memorial
Plaque. This award is given to those contributing to
the advancement of the genus Iris.

Overall, Kevin Vaughn has hybridized and
registered seventy-eight irises in eleven classes to
date. Most have been introduced. He has received
fifteen HM awards (in five classes) and four AM
honors (in two classes) for his irises.

He has received two Special Medals for Louisiana
irises:

The Mary Swords DeBaillon Medal in 2005 for

‘Red Velvet Elvis’
The Mary Swords DeBaillon Medal in 2019 for
‘Lemon Zest’

Following is a listing of Kevin Vaughn irises that
have been awarded an HM or higher honor.

Border Bearded Irises

‘Preppy’ (2000, BB)—HC 1997, HM 2003
‘See My Etchings’ (2013, BB)-HM 2017
Louisiana Irises
‘Aqua Velva' (2015, LA)—HM 2018, Favorite Guest
iris 2018.
‘Beale Street’ (1997, LA)-HM 2001
‘Cajun White Lightning’ (2005, LA)—HM 2009
‘Lemon Zest’ (2009, LA)—HM 2013, AM 2015,
DeBaillon Medal 2019
‘Red Velvet Elvis’ (1997, LA)-HM 2000, AM 2002,
DeBaillon Medal 2005
Miniature Tall Bearded Irises
‘Ebony And Ivory’ (2022, MTB)—HM 2024
‘Little Bluebeard' (1977, MTB)-HM 1978
‘Purple Petite’ (2020, MTB)—HM 2024
‘Real Jazzy' (1982, MTB)—HM 1984
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‘Tammy’s Tutu’ (1982, MTB)—HM 1984
Siberian Irises
‘Little Red’ (1977, SIB)—HM 1978
Spuria Irises
‘Adriatic Memories’ (2015, SPU)—HM 2018,
AM 2021
‘Banned In Boston’ (2012, SPU)—HM 2017,
AM 2022

CONGRATULATIONS TO HOWIE DASH FOR BEING
THE RECIPIENT OF THE AIS HYBRIDIZER MEDAL!

Howie is an American iris hybridizer living in Las
Cruces, New Mexico,
Region 23.

Howie has registered
and introduced irises in
three classes: arilbred
(AB), Louisiana (LA), and
tall bearded (TB). He
introduces bearded irises
through his garden Picacho
Mountain Iris.

Howie Dash  As of this nomination,

@ LILLY RAWLYK Howie has hybridized,
registered, and introduced seventeen AB irises. Of
these, one received an exhibition certificate, two
received honorable mention (HM) awards, one of
those also received an award of merit (AM). That iris,
‘Chihuahua Night', also won the Clarence G. White
Medal in 2025. In 2022, it also won the President’s
Cup at the AIS convention and was named one of
the favorite fifteen guest iris at that convention.

Howie has registered five LA irises. They will be
introduced by Nichols’ Hillcrest Iris Garden.

Howie has also registered and introduced fifty-two
TB irises to date. Of those, he has received fifteen
HM awards, six AM awards, one exhibition certificate,
and one Zurbrigg-Mahan Seedling Cup award.

The six TB irises to receive an AM are:

‘Ay Chihuahua’, ‘Chihuahuan Desert’, ‘Copper Angel’,
‘Gold Dust Woman', Jedi Princess’, ‘Tango In The
Night'.

‘Chihuahuan Desert’ went on to win a Wister
Medal in 2023.

Howie Dash, in addition to hybridizing irises, has
been active on the local, regional, and national
levels for many years. He has been RVP of his
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region, has been the RVP counselor for several
years while serving on the AIS Board of Directors.
Howie is also currently the president of the Aril
Society International. And, he has been AIS second
vice-president and now the AIS first vice-president.
Howie also serves on a number of AIS committees,
and he has given programs and conducted judges
training schools at numerous sites around the
country.

Overall, Howie has registered seventy-four irises.
Most have been introduced. Of the seventy-four
irises to date, Howie has won seventeen HM awards
and seven AM awards. He has to date received two
Special Medals: Clarence G. White Medal (Arilbreds
with half or more aril content) for ‘Chihuahua Night’
and the Wister Medal (TB irises) for ‘Chihuahuan
Desert'.

The full listing of Howie's award-winning irises, with
awards and medals, follows.

Arilbred Irises

‘Animas’ (R. 2022, AB (OGB))—Exhibition
Certificate 2024

‘Chihuahua Morning’ (2022, AB (OGB-))-HM 2024

‘Chihuahua Night' (2019, AB (OGB))-HM 2021,
AM 2023, C. G. White Medal 2025 also won

More Than 1,000
TB Varieties
Specializing in
Historical &
Reblooming Irises. '
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the President’s Cup 2022 and was a Favorite
Guest iris 2022.
Tall Bearded Irises

‘Ay Chihuahua’ (2018, TB)—HM 2021, AM 2023

‘Chihuahuan Desert’ (2016, TB)—HM 2018, AM 2021,
Wister Medal 2023

‘Copper Angel’ (2018, TB)—HM 2021, AM 2023

‘Desert Blush’ (2019, TB)—HM 2023

‘Dot Matrix'(2024, TB)—Exhibition Certificate 2023

‘Flamingo Fever’ (2019, TB)—HM 2022, also won
the Zurbrigg-Mahan Seedling Cup 2017

‘Frank’s Dream’ (2021, TB)—HM 2023

‘Gold Dust Woman' (2019, TB)—HM 2022, AM 2024

‘Hot Embers’ (2020, TB)—HM 2022

Jedi Princess’ (2019, TB)—HM 2021, AM 2023

‘New Mexico Sky' (2022, TB)-HM 2024

‘Nittany Lion’ (2021, TB)—HM 2024

‘Silver Silk’ (2017, TB)—HM 2022

‘Tango In The Night' (2017, TB)—HM 2021, AM 2023

‘Witchy Woman' (2021, TB)—HM 2023

‘Zia Sunshine’ (2019, TB)—HM 2021

John & Carolyn Honnette

(559) 859 -7800
50726 Falcon View Rd.
Coarsegold, Ca 93614

#"s www.beehavenirisgardens.com
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