
2022 AIS Honorary 
Award Recipients

BY JODY NOLIN, OHIO

The American Iris Society board of directors 
has awarded honorary medals to four recipients for 
2022. Hybridizer Medals go to Chad Harris and Tom 
Burseen. Distinguished Service Medals go to Lois 
Rose and Janet Smith. 

 The Hybridizer Medal is awarded to people who 
have made significant advancements in irises, pro-
ducing new iris varieties of exceptional merit that 
deserve special recognition. The Distinguished Ser-
vice Medal is awarded to people who have rendered 
outstanding service to AIS at the national level.

HYBRIDIZER MEDAL: CHAD HARRIS,  
Region 13, Washougal, Washington

Chad Harris, owner of Mt. Pleasant Iris Farm, has 
more than forty years of experience in growing and 
hybridizing irises. His irises have received a total of 
thirty-four Honorable Mentions, nineteen Awards of 

Merit, and eight special medals, including six Payne 
Medals for Japanese irises and two Founders of 
SIGNA Medals for species irises. Chad attributes 
his success to the expertise and help given him by 
other hybridizers like Terry and Barbara Aitken, Jim 
and Vicky Craig, Lorena Reid, Jean Witt, and all who 
shared their knowledge freely. 

 Chad has introduced five species cultivars 
(SPEC), five species hybrid cultivars (SPEC-X) and 
more than thirty Japanese irises. In recent years, 
Chad has broadened his hybridizing into miniature 
tall bearded irises.

 Medal winners and some of his significant HM 
and AM award winners:

‘Bewitching Twilight’ (2000, JI)—Payne  
Medal 2013

‘Cascade Rain’ (2008, JI)—Payne Medal 2019

‘Coho’ (2005, JI)—Payne Medal 2012

‘Columbia Crest’ (2015, JI)—HM 2018, AM 2021

‘Columbia Deep Water’ (2013, JI)—Payne  
Medal 2021

‘Dalle Whitewater’ (2011, JI)—Payne Medal 2021

‘Dragon Tapestry’ (2012, JI)—HM 2016

‘Flamingo Waltz’ (2014, JI)—Payne Medal 2022

‘Blue Rivulets’ (2013, SPEC)—Founders of  
SIGNA Medal 2021

‘June Lake’ (2018, SPEC)—HM 2022

‘Lakeside Ghost’ (2012, SPEC)—Founders of 
SIGNA Medal 2019

‘Violet Swallows’ (2016, SPEC-X)—AM 2022

‘Black Cherry Sorbet’ (2016, MTB)—AM 2021

‘Candy Basket’ (2016, MTB)—AM 2021
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