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Chad Harris, a self-taught gardener, has been an active member of the American 
Iris Society for over 40 years. He is also a life member of several sub-sections of 
that organization. Locally, he is a member of several affiliated clubs, including the 
King County Iris Society, Pierce County Iris Society, and Oregon Trail Iris Society. He 
is currently the President of the Greater Portland Iris Society, serving southwest 
Washington and northwest Oregon. A Master Judge of the American Iris Society, 
he has judged and entered shows across the Nation and internationally. 
Additionally, a well-known speaker nationally and internationally; his talks focus 
on cultivating various species of irises and how to evaluate them. His garden, Mt. 
Pleasant Iris Farm in Washougal, Washington, is open to the public and has hosted 
numerous national conventions. Chad has been hybridizing many different species 
of irises, offering them to the public. To date, he has introduced 45 new cultivars 
with 36 receiving Honorable Mention, 23 Award of Merit, and 13 achieving the 
highest National Medal specifically for their class. In 2022, the American Iris 
Society honored him with one of their highest awards for Achievement in 
Hybridizing.  


