these pests. You can use Slugetta or Buggetta or Snorl, all of which are slug baits.
Some people put beer in bottle caps which kills them when they crawl in the cap
to drink. You can also sprinkle sand or Turface around your plants. Snails and
slugs travel on a pad and the sand or Turface scratches their pads and irritates
them causing them to stay away. If you spread sand or Turface you don’t need
protective clothing, but you should wear boots and gloves when spraying Snorl.
Turface is a soil amendment and is similar to grease sweep or Kitty Litter. It should
always be used when making any flower bed. It should be mixed into the soil with
a tiller, ¥3 Turface and %3 soil. It greatly enhances the growth of all plants by
keeping the soil from packing, thus allowing oxygen to get to the plant roots.
Since it is, in fact, small brick particles, it acts like hundreds of mini sponges and
holds moisture for the roots to feed on. Your only hazard with the use of Turface is
to avoid breathing its dust.

This concludes my nuggets of knowledge for now. May all your irises be more
beautiful this summer than ever before. Please be careful when using chemicals.
Your fellow Irisarians want you around here a long time.

Reprint from Region 18 AIS Bulletin

ATLANTA ’92

Stone Mountain is one of Atlanta’s biggest attractions. If you look
closely, you can see The Civil War figures carved in the mountain’s
side.
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THE WATSON AND YEARWOOD
GARDENS

Jean Morris (Missouri)

In the October Bulletin the pre-convention preview listed the Watson and
Yearwood gardens as a set, so | agreed to write up both, thinking they would be
next-door neighbors. AIS Convention gardens are, occasionally. | recalled the
Miller/Mosca gardens of Phoenix in 1987 and our own Morris/Dienstbach gar-
dens of St. Louis in 1981. As it turned out, the Watsons and Yearwoods live
southeast of Atlanta in the town of Milledgeville, are close friends, and are
Godparents for each other’s children, but are not next-door neighbors.

Atthe garden of Joe and Janet Watson and their children LouAnne and Danny,
we were welcomed by the Watson family, by the crowing of their Columbian
Wyandotte rooster and by a yard full of beautiful iris blooms.

CHUTNEY (Ghio "91) caught my eye right away. It is rosy red with darker falls
that are etched with a ray pattern. The beards are orange. DIRTY DANCING (dJ.
Saia '90) is a nice dark one. CHERINOBYL (Alan Fort '91) is a pretty pale peach
with tangarine beards. AGNES HALE (Harry Turner '86) was attractive in peach
washed with lighter shadings, and it went on to win the President’s Cup for the
best iris by a Region 5 hybridizer.

I enjoyed seeing quite a few beardless varieties in this garden. They were
planted at attractive intervals to break up the “sameness” of the tall bearded
varieties. The Siberian DUTCH (Varner '84) made a nice clump in red violet with
a blaze of violet in the falls. The Louisiana INNER BEAUTY (Dunn '91) was really
pretty in violet with yellow style arms. I also liked OLD SOUTH (Dunn ’86). It is
colored light yellow veined lavender and has yellow styles. Really a standout.
Another great Louisiana was EASTER TIDE (Arny ’79). It has lavender standards,
yellow styles and falls and is veined violet. This is one I'd like to grow. I also
enjoyed the small BAYOU SHORT STUFF (Faggard '88) which is lilac with yellow
signals. I like the idea of having small Louisiana irises. In our garden we can
always fit one more in if it is small. LILTING LAURA (A.M. Miller '90) is a beautiful
Siberian in lavender bi-tones. It was nicely branched, too. A good ultra-bright
yellow Spuria was ARIZONA CONVENTION (Niswonger '88). This one was
smiling for lots of cameras.

Getting back to TBs, DRUM ROLL (Hager '92) a ruffled royal blue with white
beards and DAVY JONES (Hager '90) a ruffled royal purple were both nice. I
finally decided I like DAVY JONES better. Those bluish beards really set it off.
HEAVENLY HALO (L. Gartman '90) is a pretty light cream self. Also Gartman’s
. seedling 86-40B is pleasing in ruffled violet with blue beards.

Really outstanding was TENNESSEE GENTLEMAN (Innerst '91), cream stan-
dards with falls a purple plicata. It was ruffled and beautiful. There was a
wonderful clump of SILVER PEAK (DeForest ’61) that | describe as pale lavender
blue standards over “RINGO” falls. The beards are yellow orange. Wow! Just
beautiful. Two other great clumps were PACIFIC MIST (Schreiner ’79) in sea blue
and ERLEEN RICHESON (Roderick ’79) in vivid pink. HANDIWORK (Ghio
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’83), light blue standards and medium blue luminata type falls with white beards
was growing well here. The greatest is not always the latest.

After having the best banana bread I've ever tasted (really! no exaggeration) I
noted three Medians. A border, MISS NELLIE (Burch '80) was beautiful. It is
beige over rosy red with yellow beards. It has nice ruffling and makes a good
clump. I don’t know why we don’t grow this one. The Miniature Tall VELVET
BOUQUET (T. Varner '84) is violet over deep purple edged lighter. It was growing
shorter than usual but still very pretty. Also Miniature Tall OZARK EVENING (K.
Fisher '91) was a lovely pale pink with light orange beards.

[ wanted to see Danny’s part of the garden before the bus whistle sounded.
Danny was awarded the First Runner-up certificate for the Clarke Cosgrove
Memorial Award for Youth Achievement at the Convention Banquet. In fact, this
is the second time he has been First Runner-up for this award. He is a fine young
man and grows irises very well. [ especially enjoyed seeing DANTE’S INFERNO
(W. Moores’79) Copper over red growing in his garden because it is one of my all-
time favorites. VIOLET MIRACLE (L. Zurbrigg '79) roval purple self was also
looking good as was BURNT OFFERING (W. Moores '78) copper red with
orange beards and interesting “busy” hafts. There was an amaryllis, white with
red stripes to add interest.

[ want to mention WORLD CLASS (Hager '90) a violet bi-tone that I describe
as an “improved EMMA LOUISA.” Growing tall, branched and ruffled, it made a
great clump. The lavender beards add to its attractiveness.

We were all amazed at the energy of Joe Watson. I know he shook everyone’s
hand, the entire busload! The warm friendliness of the whole Watson family was
the epitome of genuine southern hospitality. It was a great way to begin the
garden tours for us, as this was the very first garden we visited. Thank you Joe,
dJanet, LouAnne, and Danny for sharing the beauty with us. We had a super time
with you and will long remember your lovely garden.

The Watsons—Joe, Danny, Janet, and Lou Anne.
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The Yearwood Garden was our next stop. The family consists of Earnest and
Juanita Yearwood and their daughters Sabrina and Shalon. The house occupies
the highest point in the county and the yard contains spacious flower beds full of
irises, daylilies, and many companion perennials such as cala lilies, spider worts
and byzantine glads which are rosy orchid in color and resemble freesias. Colum-
bines, daisies, cornflowers, miniature roses and an unusual skeleton plant com-
plete the picture. Many beds were edged with rocks which are abundant in the
area. An additional hostess in the garden was the family cat “Muffet” a friendly
Persian. She was posing for pictures with Nita.

Oh yes. There were irises. ANN (E. Lineberger ’88) was the first to catch my
eye. Itis a lacy white with golden yellow beards, nicely shaped and the stalk was
well branched. It was voted first runner-up for the President’s Cup. ORANGE
WAVE (H. Mohr '88) although growing short here is a lovely orange color. | hope
to see it again next year, as it shows promise. [ look at all orange irises because |
am still seeking the “perfect orange.” My requirements are simple—good form,
substance and bud count coupled with dependable bloom and increase. I know
it's out there. . . . HANDIWORK looked good again, here. And oh my! A “must
have” is LINGERING LOVE (D. Meek '86) a rosy lavender plicata. A simply
beautiful ruffled clump that I'll never forget.

The nicest clump of all the TB guests here, was ALMADEN (Maryott '90), a
gorgeous red self with old gold beards. It had some very fine branching, too.
There was an unusual Ghio seedling 86-43W, rather hard to describe, as are
many Ghio things. Standards were peachy rimmed lighter and falls were peach

Juanita and Earnest Yearwood
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Bears in Yearwood Garden

edged rosy red violet. It is more interesting than my attempt at describing it.
Another promising seedling, an MTB by H. Rowlan is 83-T-11, butterscotch with
white in the falls. Really different. I do like MTBs. They grow well even when the
weather is out of sorts. TRANQUIL BEAUTY (Niswonger '91) though growing a
little short looked nice in a clean near white over peachy pink with peachy orange
beards. Good contrast.

Really outstanding was DANUBE WALTZ by H. Nichols. I believe someone
said it will be a'93 introduction. It is a nice ruffled flower with light blue standards
with violet midribs. The falls are violet with light blue beards. It is color coordi-
nated and a very finished flower.

Another seedling that knocked my socks off was a Siberian by Bob Holling-
worth, 85 B 3B 10. Wow! It is a wide royal blue with a broad white spot. It made a
wonderful clump that stood out like a beacon in the garden. I'm impressed! We
caught Bob’s Siberian judges training the following evening and were impressed
again. He had an overflow crowd.

A Louisiana, JERI (Bertinot '85) was a nicely grown deep purple and the Aril-
bred Median JEWEL OF OMAR (C. Boswell '86) | must mention. It was growing
and blooming well in smoky blue over golden olive with dark brown spot.
Louisiana, ALOUETTE (Dunn "90) is a lovely light pink bitone with yellow green
styles and BAYOU MYSTIQUE (Dunn’89) is a nice tall lavender orchid combina-
tion.

The wine punch was delicious as were the cookies. Cute wooden lawn animals
were dressed in their finest costumes near the refreshment tables. If I get a big
bunny like that, will it scare off the real ones we contend with here in St. Louis?

We enjoyed this garden so very much and thank the Yearwood family for all the
effort and ability that went into growing such fine plants, especially the irises. And
thanks also, for answering all of our questions and making our stay so much fun.

25



Dave Niswonger and Joe Watson
P ,

Watson
Garden

Yearwood Garden
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THE KEN DUKE GARDEN

David Miller (Colorado)

The Ken Duke garden is a classic example of what can be accomplished in a
very short period of time. Ken acquired the property just a little over two years
ago and has done a remarkable job of transforming an older, in the city, house
and lot into a wonderful oasis. It's enjoyable to see what a lot of hard work and
creativity can do in such a short amount of time. My only regret is that | won’t be
able to see what the next two years of work will accomplish. I'm sure it will be
wonderful. The very personable Ken regretted that the bloom wasn’t better, but
the lack of bloom hurt the gardeners much more so than it did the conven-
tioneers. I heard many more compliments than I did complaints. It is unfortunate
that our favorite plant is so controlled by our ever unpredictable weather.

Before I leave you with the impression that there was nothing to see, | had
better continue. Several things did catch my eye. Henry Danielson’s CIRCUS
PARADE (86), a brown and blue AB looked very comfortable in the raised bed.
Also looking very comfortable were Bernice Miller's smooth yellow CELESTIAL
SUNSHINE (89) as well as her pink with a red beard named OTHER MARY (87).
Tom Burseen’s plicata WOWZER (91) wowed with gold standards and maroon
and gold falls. Robert Jeffries seedling J86-1-ACT stood tall, and its icy white with
ever so slight light blue tones and a red beard caught my eye. There was another
seedling that caught my eye. Robert Annand’s 85-8A plicata is a mixed bag of
intrigue. The standards are a subtle blend of gray and yellow with a slight blue tint.
The falls are blended gray, brown and yellow with a mid stripe of faint blue. The
style crest is a nice smooth straw yellow, but the stigma is a faint but definite blue.
Several other things looked attractive and were growing well including Harry
Turner’s President’s Cup winner AGNES HALE. Also in this category though not
officially guested were Hamner's COMPOSED, KING’S RUBY, ORANGE
TREAT, and INLAND PRINCESS. LATIN HIDEAWAY by Nichols and PLEDGE
ALLEGIANCE by Schreiners looked happy in this southern garden. I also hope
that nobody passed up the tectorum blooming by the back steps.

Ken Duke
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BELLMERE: THE GARDEN OF
DEEN DAY SMITH

Clarence Mahan (Virginia)

The day our tour group visited Bellmere, Deen Day Smith was not able to be
there, but she had arranged for a group of charming hostesses to cater to our
every need. The graciousness of the ladies matched the elegance and beauty of
one of the loveliest country estates in the South.

We passed under a large arbor to get to the iris garden. Brick walkways
surrounded three large circular beds, with a Dykes Medal collection in the center,
and guest irises on both sides. The season was late at Bellmere, and a number of
guest irises had not yet opened. This, of course, is what every convention garden
owner dreads. But at Bellmere, there was so much beauty to view and appreciate
that the late season was a mere trifle.

One of the first irises to catch my eye was Sterling Innerest’s POINT IN TIME
(88), with light blue plicata trimming on white, and a blue beard tipped gold. It
produces nice show stalks, like its pollen parent SPINNING WHEEL (Nearpass
76). As | pondered the stately appearance of POINT IN TIME, it came to me that
almost every major hybridizer has used SPINNING WHEEL, which has to be one
of the great progenitors of our time.

Roger Nelson’s MODERN MUSIC (92) is a knockout creamy apricot with waxy
texture and great substance. Two very nice Ben Hager irises were MAGIC WISH
(90), alovely pink with violet beard, and the huge (huge!) deep purple with yellow
beard THINK BIG (89). “Think big” indeed! My favorite Hager iris at the
convention, in fact my favorite convention guest, TRIPLE WHAMMY (90) was
here but not in bloom. TRIPLE WHAMMY has to be seen to be believed with its
yellow standards, wide yellow border on the falls, and BRIGHT purple beard and
long purple horns on a stalk that towers above almost everything else.

Two seedlings by Gary Sides were looking quite nice. D32-F17A is a medium
height iris with pink standards and flaring falls in lavender blue. Sides B38-D8, a
purple plicata, has a purple stripe in the flared falls. Both seedlings were dis-
tinctive. David Mohr’'s FULL MOON RISING (89) has a gorgeous light yellow
flower all ruffled and laced. Excellent! Mary Dunn’s SCOTCH (92) is a golden
butterscotch dressed in ruffles and with a beard the same color; [ liked it much.
Not guesting here or at the convention, but blooming in the Watson garden was
my favorite Mary Dunn iris at Atlanta: the Louisiana COUP DE GRACE (91), an
iris of magnificent color contrasts in various shades of orchid and wine, with
ruffles and elan.

The Willott's BROWNBERRY (87), border bearded, was just opening in a good
growing clump. This nearly perfectly proportioned brown plicata on white
ground just sparkles with charm and energy. The late Henry Danielson’s short IB
HEART THUMPER (89) was looking very perky in peachy pink, with an orange
overlay on the falls and bright orange beards.

The setting in which we viewed the bearded irises was enhanced by an array of
well grown perennials, including the old double columbine “Nora Barlow,” with
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petals of soft red and pale green. This fairy-like variant of Aquilegia vulgaris was
called the “Rose Columbine” in Victorian times, and really ought to be more
widely grown. Foam flowers (Tiarella cordifolia), white spiderworts (Tradescantia
virginiana), fennel and other perennials graced the borders. Most wonderful of all
were the Cheddar pinks (dianthus gratianopolitanus) growing in masses,
seemingly everywhere, their rose-colored flowers filling the air with an intox-
icatingly sweet fragrance. Over the fence in front of the iris beds, Banksia lutea
roses displayed their rambling branches and lovely clusters of soft yellow flowers.

The grounds of Bellmere are far too extensive to view in a one-hour tour stop,
and once | saw the bearded iris beds I just put my pen and note pad away and
enjoyed the experience. Down a wooded path, past expanses of ferns and
trilliums in bloom, over bridges, over hill and dale I wondered. Behind the pool
house was a charming garden with formal pools from which large plantings of Iris
pseudacorus sent great stalks of yellow flowers before an alcove in which stone
cherubs played with a sheep. In another pool the white Louisiana HER HIGH-
NESS was in bloom along with a well-grown clump of Iris laevigata variegata.
Helleborus and Dutch irises were also in bloom. Beside the pool house a
spectacular red rhododendron almost blinded those who walked by.

Large hedges of holly run between the front of the magnificent Georgian house
and the large pond. Swans, black and white ducks, grey geese and cute goslings
put on a water ballet for those of us who ventured over to see them. It was a good
show.

Some of our tour members never made it out of the pool house where refresh-
ments were served. If one were to give an accurate and complete description of all
that was to be seen in the pool house, we would need more than one issue of the
Bulletin. As a collector of iris books, | was in a state of awe. Laid out on a table for
all to view was a great collection of floras, books with botanical drawings of irises,
and assorted other iris books. Mike Lowe commented that the least rare item in
the display was the first edition The Genus Iris.

There were rare and fine objets d’art throughout the pool house. Of most
interest to iris devotees was a cabinet filled with fine china plates with iris designs
of various sorts and porcelain irises of many shapes and hues. It was the finest
collection | have seen, and | would doubt there is a match for it anywhere. There
was an exceptional collection of carnival glass with some really unusual pieces on
display. There were also some exquisite prints of irises and other flora decorating
the walls.

There was something for everyone to enjoy. Although I did not get the
opportunity to meet Mrs. Smith, those who know her tell me that her presence
would have made the visit even more charming and pleasant. And I am sure that
is true. As it was, however, a grand time was had by all. We saw some lovely irises,
beautiful gardens, magnificent books and many splendid art objects. Deen Day
Smith, thank you for letting us share your beautiful garden.
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Lewis Garden
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LEWIS GARDEN

Jim Morris (Missouri)

Mere words will be inadequate to describe the magnificant garden and grounds
of Maurice and Laura Lewis in Conyers, Georgia. Pictures help. Sloping down
from the house, under the high shade of mature pine trees, this garden is what you
wish and dream that your garden will look like.

A true family effort that began with receipt in 1982 of a harmless, innocent
looking plant called an iris, the garden has become a show place. A poster in the
garden expressed in pictures and words the ground preparation, planting and
weeding prowess of Maurice, Laura, sons Val and David, other family members
and many volunteers.

There is something for everyone in this garden, from medians and species
through Siberians, rebloomers, Louisianas and historic iris to the newest tall
bearded. There are wonderful companion plantings of Johnny jump-ups, di-
anthus plumeris, veronica, creeping Jennie and blue spruce sedum. Magnificent
pansies edged many beds in color coordinated glory. Well grown older TB
varieties were planted three deep in raised beds mulched with pine needles.
Among those performing well were GOING MY WAY (Gibson 72), MARY
FRANCES (Gaulter 71), TECHNY CHIMES (Bro. Charles 55), CREAM TAF-
FETA (Rudolph 70) and FIVE STAR ADMIRAL (Marsh 74).

Three huge clumps of SCHORTMAN'S GARNET RUFFLES (Schortman 81)
in deep garnet red was a delight. Iris tectorum was growing in profusion along a
split rail fence fronting a gazebo, behind which was growing a beautiful hybrid red
clover. A bed of rebloomers included HOLY NIGHT (Mohr 83), a tall royal purple
and GLACIER KING (Carson 86), a pale blue with a lemon yellow beard.

The pond area was well constructed and included horsetail (equigetum
hyemale) and the Louisianas ANN CHOWNING (Chowning 77) and DIXIE DEB
(Chowning 51).

Laura Lewis
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Guest irises performing well were ATLANTIC MIST (Hedgecock 91) a bluish
lavender out of NAVY STRUT x PACIFIC MIST; DRUM ROLL (Hager 92), a huge
blue; ELEGANT ADDITION (Dexter 89), clean, fresh pale blue amoena; MISS
GUINNETT (Turner 86), a big tan-bronze with some yellow and lavender infu-
sion; WOWZER (Burseen 91) with mellow yellow standards, yellow ground falls
dotted red with a violet line; E. Kegerise’s TATIANA with a yellow show stalk; and
R. Annand seedling 85-8A, a smoky yellow dotted grey-purple—a “kook” as the
late Dorothy Palmer would say.

Medians were represented with the last bloom of SERENITY PRAYER (P. Dyer
89), an SDB in creamy white flushed light yellow SI SI (Rowlan 87), MTB, golden
yellow with some white and brown veining; and OMAR THE TENTMAKER
(Boswell 89), an arilbred median with medium blue standards and falls of grey-
green.

Other irises looking good included NIGHT AFFAIR (Luihn 81), PACIFIC
SHORES (Babson 79), PAINTED PLIC (Ensminger), PACIFIC TIDE (Cowdery
86), VICTORIA FALLS (Schreiner 77), LADY FRIEND (Ghio 81), JESSE'S
SONG (Williamson 83), DOVER BEACH (Nearpass 70), BUBBLING OVER
(Ghio 86) and EDITH WOLFORD (Hager 86).

In addition to wonderful memories of this garden, all visitors also took home
samples of white Georgia rocks. And I didn’t even discuss the delicious snacks!
Our thanks to the Lewises for opening their garden to us. We are rich indeed from
the experience.

The Lewis Garden
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THE HAWKINS GARDEN

Carol Warner (Maryland)

Carolyn Hawkin’s beautifully landscaped residential garden was the first stop
on my delightful tour of Atlanta area gardens. Carolyn’s love of horticulture was
evident throughout the immaculately maintained garden. She is a National
Council Flower Show School Horticulture Instructor and uses her extensive
collection of many groups of plants to exhibit in garden club shows.

The white Siberian SNOWCREST and a nice collection of various colors of
I. virginica and 1. versicolor greeted visitors at the front of the house. Very neat
garden edges and borders of Mondo grass contributed to our first impression of
orderliness and neatness in Carolyn’s gardens.

Carolyn told us that there had been 35" of rain and only 10 days of sun in The
Spring of 1991 but many of the guest irises were performing well for 1992. They
were planted on little hills to allow for drainage. LADY JULIET, a lavender and
yellow by Hooker Nichols, showed very interesting colors especially contrasting
with the brown buds. HEAVENLY THERESE (Carr '89) was a nice pale pink with
three open flowers on a beautiful show stalk. PANDORA’S PURPLE, WHOOP-
EM-UP and SUPERSTITION looked excellent. The Louisianas which tried to
steal the show in most every garden were also nice here. HER HIGHNESS, a very
tall tailored white, ACADIAN MISS, and ANN CHOWNING, a rich red, were very
impressive. Sterling Innerst’'s new introduction BERTWISTLE, a white with a
yellow rim, was very nice. 87-47A by Lyle Fort, a blue with an orange beard,
exhibited a high bud count in a year when bud count seemed very limited.

Our hostess had time to answer many questions from a whole bus load of
irisarians seeing a great variety of unfamiliar shrubs, trees and perennials. Pyra-
cantha in bloom on a post and rail fence, poppies, shasta daisies, ranunculus,
several varieties of aucuba, Oakleaf Hydrangea, a spirea hedge and tulip poplar
trees all vied for attention. At least three varieties of Helleborus niger and a wood
geranium, G. “Claridge Druce,” grew happily in a very shady area of the garden.
The hostas GOLDEN TIARA, SHADE FANFARE, KROSA REGAL, BIG DAD-
DY, FRANCES WILLIAMS and GOLD STANDARD were beautiful specimens. A
red amaryllis winters over in elevated beds on the south side of the house. A
collection of ivys, succulents, and other ground covers, a wild flower garden, |
pseudacorus, . tectorum, sedums and lychnis were a joy to behold. Clero-
dendron thomsonae verbenaceae, a bleeding heart vine native to tropical Africa,
wintered in the house and planted in the garden for the summer was an outstand-
ing focal point next to Carolyn’s deck. A large ten year old cryptomeria (Japanese
Christmas Tree) was happy growing in the front yard near the house.

There was evidence everywhere of Carolyn’s care and grooming to produce an
absolutely impeccable garden display.
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Carolyn Hawkins

Hawkins Garden
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Milt and Pauline Jellum
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JELLUM GARDEN

Beverly Dopke (Arizona)

The charming hosts of Bud Creek Farms are Milt and Pauline Jellum. This farm
specializes in ‘Pick-Your-Own’ fruits and Christmas trees. The farm sales building
is an old turn-of-the century “shotgun house.” You might ask what kind of house
is this? It is one where you open the front door and you can shoot straight through
and out the back door. Customers can enjoy about 250 irises and an equal
number of daylilies when they come to pick fruit.

The guest planting is behind the house toward the back of the property. A
backdrop of mature trees shows off the irises nicely. INCAN LEGACY (A. Fort)
antique gold self with good branching. LOVERS DREAM (E Carr) baby-ribbon
pink, darker streak on falls pink-tangerine beard. Very round falls plenty of buds.
SPECIAL FEATURE (M. Osborne) blue-violet with ruffled flounces, almost as
wide as the falls. Very interesting. NEWLYWED (Ghio) Beautiful rose-violet with
a brown halo on the falls. Well branched but blooming on all fans. MAJESTIC
INTERLUDE (Ev. Kegerise) deep irridesent blue violet-purple with bronze beards
deep in the throat. MISS GUINETTE (H. Turner) Runner-up for the President’s
Cup. Dark honey brown, lavender blaze on falls below gold beards. Very large
and tall. SIGHS AND WHISPERS (P. Black) lavender-white stands, falls pristine
white with a 1inch lavender band on the edge. TRACE (M. Dunn) lovely lavender
and white plicata. Ballerina flared falls. Stands lightly touched with lavender.

PARFAIT DELIGHT (H. Shockey) cool apricot cream stands with pink flush in
midrib. Falls are pristine white falls with apricot-cream banding, tangerine beard.

Jellum Garden



Very ruffled, well branched and budded. SPANISH ANGEL (H. Rowlan) toasted
honey brown with long gold horns. Falls have a half inch gold band around the
edge. MIDNIGHT DANCER (Schreiners) black-black from the purple side with
blue-black beards. Very flared and ruffled. SUPREME SULTAN (Schreiners)
variegata. A beautiful flower on a super stalk. Gold stands with ruby falls brown-
gold beards. PREMIER EDITION (Schreiners) blue and white amoena. Well
domed stands, smooth blue falls, white beards.

HIGH DREAMER (J. Gatty) golden butterscotch stands, deep red-purple falls,
white beard. Super! SMART ALECK (J. Gatty) this is well named. Yellow-gold
stands, red-purple falls with narrow gold bands on the edge. Super grower, Sdlg.
86-1 (H. Stahly) black black black very ruffled stands and falls. The styles and
beard are the same color. Sdlg. #86-5 (H. Stahly) Another beautiful black. The
blackest I have ever seen anywhere. Falls are round ruffled, beards and styles to
match. These two are worth watching for when introduced. STARLIT VELVET
(H. Stahly) black from the red side with a half moon of white below the beard.
Ruffled with excellent branching. HEAVEN'S SHORE (G. Gaddie) blue-violet
with a lighter flash on falls. White beard tipped gold. Nicely ruffled.

ANNE GADDIE (G. Gaddie) Pink stands touched cranberry at the midrib and
edges. Falls cranberry. Very, very ruffled. Beard is tangerine. RUTH PORTER
WARING (J. Durrance) rose-red from the brown side, dark honey colored band-
ing on the falls, slight pink spot just below beard. Rose colored stands. PINK BOA,
(J. Hoage) alacy medium pink. Very ruffled, very large. White blaze on falls below
tangerine beard. Forms a large clump.

KATHERINE ANNE (J. Hoage) cool white with a touch of green, red beards.
CHAMPAGNE ELEGANCE (D. Niswonger) stands lavender-pink, falls cham-
pagne buff, narrow band on edge of stands the color of the falls. Gold beards.
Very wide and ruffled. The styles are flounced and laced. FRINGE BENEFITS (B.
Hager) Very laced yellow-orange. Well ruffled and branched. Great. MOTHER
EARTH (B. Hager) beautiful blue-lavender with some gold on the stands, wide
lavender falls. WORLD CLASS (B. Hager) white stands very clean. Falls violet
with narrow white band. TINTED CRYSTAL (B. Hager) light blue strands, silvery
blue falls. White beards tipped gold in the throat. Well branched and budded with
4 open fresh blooms. ALPINE GOLD (R. Jefferies) an IB. lemon yellow and gold
bitone. Well formed and very nice. RAINDANCE KID (T. Aitken) another IB.
Medium blue self. Nicely domed stands and flaring falls, gold beards tipped blue.

BALLERINA PRINCESS (J. Stadler) BB Plicata with white stands tinged the
color of falls with falls with ¥2 inch band of lavender-blue band. Very well
branched and nicely within class.

These iris beds are all planted in mound rows with grass paths between each
row which makes viewing the irises very easy. A drip irrigation method is in use.
Foliage is very clean and healthy. This area of the country has been hit with soft rot
and lost many guest plants. This garden looks like it escaped this problem,
because most of the clumps seem to be 2 year plantings. It was hard to leave this
great garden. Thanks for making us so welcome.
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THE LOCKERLY ARBORETUM

Melody Wilhoit (Illinois)

Located about 100 miles south-east of Atlanta is the 47 acre Lockerly Ar-
boretum which guested the largest planting of guest irises for the 1992 AIS
Convention. The arboretum is near the historic town of Milledgeville, Georgia,
once the state capital. The arboretum has developed walking trails as well as
driving roads. A Greek revival temple house on the adjacent grounds is owned by
the English China Clay Company and was built in the 1880’s.

The arboretum has a vineyard with both French and American grapevines, 300
different rhododendrons, a hawthorne collection, native azaleas, an herb garden,
several different aquatic plants in and around the large pond, and many trees and
shrubs which are labeled and catalogued. There is also a woods museum that
showed cross-sections of all the trees. A bald cypress from 1682 to 1983 meas-
ured 4 to 5 feet across. Other trees of interest were the Asiatic Redbud (Judas
Tree), the Dwarf Ohio Buckeye, the Blue Japanese Oak, Japanese Maples, yellow
poplars, and numerous persimmon trees. A beautiful white viburnum was in full
bloom. The herb garden was of special interest to me as there were a wide variety
of herbs including the beautiful copper fennel, scented geraniums, and a 5’
rosemary plant. Also on the grounds were greenhouses and a library. Instead of
being a “showplace garden,” the Lockerly Arboretum would rather be consid-
ered a horticultural laboratory.

Elizabeth Threlkeld initiated the iris plantings at Lockerly but has since under-
taken graduate studies, and now Murali Thirumal, a native of Sri Lanka (Ceylon)
and a biology graduate of Georgia College in Milledgeville, oversees the plant-
ings. In his native country, Murali worked closely with the captive elephant
breeding program of the World Wildlife Fund. Since 1986 he has lived in the U.S.
and has been working with irises for 3%z years. Murali’s favorites are the MTB'’s
and the Siberians while Elizabeth likes the tall-beardeds and the Louisianas.

Many irises rotted to winter rot with the fewest losses to summer rot. Bearded
irises were grown in raised beds edged in native granite stones. Summer rot was
treated with terraclor and sprayed every week. Cygon and Benlate were sprayed
every two weeks prior to bloom time. Cygon and Tamic (I'm not sure I spelled this
product right, as I'm not familiar with it) were sprayed for aphids every two weeks.

Bearded irises doing well were: 87-T-1 (Rowlan) a cute MTB with white ground
and light lavender stitching, very much in proportion, 83-119 (Willott), a BB with
gold standards and white falls banded gold, plicated brown at the hafts; quite
ruffled, 88-164-K2 (Ghio) a nice toasty orange, 2397-3 (Innerst) a nice white and
rosy mauve of medium height with excellent stalks. Named varieties showing-off
 were: HELEN’S CHOICE (H. Schafer) very ruffled light lavender-orchid, well-
branched, PURPLE POWER (H. Schafer) iridescent purple with lots of buds and
nice stalks, BIG SKY (Hager) a lovely sky blue with good branching, ENVI-
SIONED BEAUTY (Nichols) a bicolor plicata of rose and burgundy, SUNKIST
FRILLS (Palmer/Hahn) a yellow with excellent form, a white blaze on the falls, I
LOVE YOU (Gartman) a large yellow and white, well formed with good sub-
stance and nice stalks, URGENT (Nichols) a pretty orange with good branching.
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