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The 2017 American Iris Society National Convention, 
“Rhythm of the Prairie” will be held in Des Moines, Iowa, 
May 23-27, 2017 at the Des Moines Marriott Hotel. Our 
convention theme celebrates ‘Blue Rhythm’ (Whiting, 
1945), the only Iowa-bred iris to receive the Dykes 
Medal and a long-awaited return of an AIS National 
Convention to both the state and the region. 

Registration Details
The convention committee has worked hard to 

maximize a shorter schedule, plan a fulfilling schedule 
of activities, and the budget to offer an early bird 
registration price of $250 (valid for registrations paid 
by January 31, 2017). This includes a welcome reception 
at the Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden, 
convention book, two-day five garden tour (with 
lunches), all programs (including a special Saturday 
symposium), judges’ training, awards banquet, and 
admission to the live iris auction on Saturday. 

Visiting Des Moines
Des Moines is the state capital and has witnessed 

an incredible rebirth of its downtown and steady 
population growth in the last decade. The convention 
headquarters is conveniently located downtown 
within walking distance of many of the city’s hottest 
restaurant and entertainment venues. The city has 
earned a lot of media attention in recent years, 
election politics aside, as the Best City in the U.S. for 
Young Professionals (Forbes, 2014) and the Second 
Best Place for Doing Business (Forbes, 2014). The Des 
Moines Farmers Market, which attendees will have 
the chance to visit on Saturday morning, consistently 
ranks as one of the top three farmer’s markets in 
America, in both size and popularity, with nearly 300 
vendors selling Iowa foods, artisanal wares and more 
each Saturday from May through October.

Garden Tours
This convention features five beautiful display 

gardens, including the Greater Des Moines Botanical 
Garden (dmbotanicalgarden.com) and the Iowa 
Arboretum (iowaarboretum.org) and three, high-
quality private gardens. These gardens feature over 
2,200 guest plants of 603 varieties submitted by 
hybridizers from across the continent. We will tour 

these gardens on Thursday and Friday with ample 
time to enjoy the convention displays and horticultural 
attractions. 

Saturday Activities 
The Saturday schedule offers an exciting 

educational lineup in addition to cultural experiences 
for attendees. With the Des Moines Farmers Market 
only a few short blocks away, convention attendees 
are encouraged to take a stroll during the market’s 
open hours from 7 a.m. to noon. (Local insider tip: it’s 
a great place to have breakfast). A special educational 
symposium, included in the convention registration 
price, will feature four speakers from 9 a.m. to noon, 
including Tony Hall from the Royal Botanic Garden 
at Kew, one of the world’s leading experts on Juno 
irises. Tony will travel to Des Moines for the national 
convention and then continue on a speaking tour to 
Denver Botanic Garden the following week. After the 
symposium, a live auction featuring convention guests 
from all classes will be held Saturday afternoon, with 
the proceeds benefiting the American Iris Society and 
AIS Region 21. After looking at great irises all week, 
why not raise a paddle for the chance to take a few 
home?  

Cuisine
We promise high-quality culinary experiences 

at this convention with abundant local flavors and 
ingredients. Iowa produces high-quality pork and 
beef, excellent vegetables and fruits, beer, wine and 
whiskey, all of which we’ve tapped in developing 
menus for everything from the welcome reception 
at the Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden to the 
awards banquet at the hotel on Saturday night. The 
convention committee is also making preparations for 
an Eat Downtown Des Moines event that will promote 
local restaurants. Watch for more information in the 
winter issue of IRISES and on the convention website.

For more details about the convention, including 
schedule of activities, visit the convention website: 
ais2017.wordpress.com or keep an eye on our 
Facebook group Rhythm of the Prairie: American Iris 
Society 2017.

WELCOME TO DES MOINES FOR RHYTHM OF THE PRAIRIE!
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