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What a wonderful convention! We arrived in 
Des Moines, IA, at peak tall bearded iris bloom. This 
was the third in a row at peak following Portland, OR, 
and Newark, NJ. The downtown Marriott Hotel was an 
excellent venue (once we found a convenient parking 
garage and navigated the one way streets). In addition 
to our 331 AIS attendees there were two other large 
conventions in our hotel and the Marriott folks handled 
it with relative ease. It was crazy busy.

The biggest surprise to me was the absolute 
booming activity in downtown Des Moines. 
New building construction was ongoing 
everywhere. An enclosed skywalk was 
in various stages of development, 
parking garages and streets and 
evergreen trees were being 
installed. Jean and I were on the 
28th floor and we watched with 
fascination one of the many crane 
operators (only about three levels 
below) as he moved steel and 
concrete forms into position. We 
watched him climb up each morning 
at 6:00 a.m. as we were getting ready for 
meetings and garden tours.

This convention was a bit different than most in that 
AIS sought to shorten it by a day thereby condensing 
the meetings and garden tours and instigating a visit to 
a Farmers Market, an Educational Symposium and a live 
auction of iris plants on the day of the Awards Banquet.  
In my view these were successes as AIS strives to 
respond to contemporary audiences. A simulated Iris 
Show was held in the hotel lobby affording viewers 
the opportunity for one-on-one Judges’ Training. One 
evening an optional “eat downtown” event was held 
in this very walkable city. Groups of 15 or so people 

dispersed to various restaurants for dining and 
conversation. 

The Educational Symposium agenda began with 
a welcome from AIS President Gary White. It was 
followed by a presentation by Tony Hall, Royal Botanic 
Garden, Kew, England. Tony is arguably the world’s 
foremost expert on Iris subgenus Scorpiris (the Junos). 
In his digital program he illustrated the current state 
of the Junos including several new species that he 
has identified in the last few years. He provided 

copyrighted handouts on this complicated species 
grouping. Perhaps well over the heads of 

most attendees, it was nonetheless most 
interesting with magnified picture close-

ups of “hamburger-like and football-like 
pollen.” (European football, i.e. soccer.)

The second program was on 
Artistic Iris Arrangements by AIS 
board member and iris judge Dawn 
Boyer of Amarillo, TX. Superior and 

inferior iris designs were depicted. She 
discussed creating great designs and how 

to judge them effectively.
Program number three was presented by 

Cathy Egerer, HIPS president, on Agnes Whiting 
of Mapleton, IA, and her iris hybridizing career. This 
included stories behind her iris introductions which 
culminated in ‘Blue Rhythm’ (1945 TB) the 1950 Dykes 
Medal winner. It also won the 1950 President’s Cup. 
Those with a sharp eye would have noticed this iris in 
bloom at the Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden.

Continuing our garden write-up tradition of two or 
more different perspectives of each guest garden, the 
following articles are presented by folks from different 
parts of the country. Enjoy.

BY JIM MORRIS, MISSOURI

- O V E R V I E W - 

Rhythm of  the Prairie
DES MOINES, IOWA 2017
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Juno iris examples

Juno iris pollen

Cathy Egerer, HIPS

An excellent design by Dawn Boyer

Agnes Whiting and 'Blue Rhythm'

Kelly Norris, Convention Co-Chairman, 
with Tony Hall, Kew Gardens
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The convention for me did not start off on the right 
foot, or for that matter the left. For the first time in my 
many years of travel I made a huge mistake. Flying from 
Portland, Oregon into Dallas/Fort Worth for a brief 
layover before Des Moines, I rolled back my watch one 
hour instead of two. Believing that I had plenty of time, 
I had a most leisurely dinner—after which I found that 
my flight had departed without me on board! The front 
desk of American Airlines was most helpful booking 
the next day’s flight, finding a hotel room, and arranging 
the transportation. Flying into Des Moines the next day, 
things started to look up with a large comfortable room 
at the convention hotel. 

The first day of garden tours, Thursday, May 25, found 
all of the buses heading to the rural Collins Garden. 
The skies lightly punctuated with clouds, the called-for 
scattered showers were not to happen and things started 
looking up from flight day. The quick 30-minute trip from 
the hotel had us driving through gentle rolling hills and 
fields of dark rich soils newly planted with corn. On one 
of these hills, the Collins home, with manicured lawns 
and a collection of trees, greeted us. The gravel drive 
easily handled the six buses that dropped us off at the 
side of the l-o-n-g convention bed. At this time we were 
offered to partake in garden judges’ training. Breaking 
up into several small classes, the students and teachers 

found plenty of plants and bloom to evaluate. 
After the classes dissipated, the gardens were open 

for individuals to study on their own. The first iris that 
caught my eye and made it to my favorites’ list was the 
MTB ‘Moose Tracks’ (Lynda Miller 2015). It had honey-
mustard standards and cream falls heavily veined dark 
maroon—almost black. The edge of the falls stood out 
with its tight gold band and maroon-black edge. Another 
MTB, ‘Gesundheit’ (Chuck Bunnell 2012), in bright gold 
and random splashes of red-violet, showed bright and 
cheery. ‘Gesundheit’ was to become the first runner-

The Collins garden in rural Iowa 
is a recently developed acreage.  
A long, curved drive leads to the 
attractive two-story house situated 
on a low hill. The iris beds run along 
the right side of the drive. The 
Collinses designed the attractive 
setting, lovely terraced backyard, 
and spaded in mature trees around 
the property.

Mother Nature challenged 
the irises in the last year with 
excessive rain and a brutal winter. 
Brad Collins said that many of 
his irises were lost because of a 
previous grower’s chemical usage 
when it was a corn field, but the 

ones that survived and flourished 
were definitely worthy of note. Paul 
Black’s ‘Bluebird Of Happiness’ 
(2012 TB) was exceptional. It was 
very happy, with vigorous growth 
displaying an abundance of ruffled 
light violet-blue flowers on sturdy 
branches with seven buds per 
stalk. Black's ‘Husky’ (2014 TB) 
had strong stalks displaying tightly 
ruffled flowers of excellent form 
featuring mauve standards and 
lavender-purple falls. ‘Stole The 
Show’ (Thomas Johnson 2013, TB) 
displayed flowers of good form 
and substance. The bright gold 
standards topped maroon falls with 

Visitors in the Collins garden

'Bluebird Of Happiness (Paul Black 2012, TB)

BY CHAD HARRIS, WASHINGTON

BY KATHY CHILTON, CALIFORNIA

Anna & Brad Collins Garden   CUMMING, IOWA  
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BY CHAD HARRIS, WASHINGTON

BY KATHY CHILTON, CALIFORNIA

Anna & Brad Collins Garden   CUMMING, IOWA  
up for the Ben R. Hager Cup awarded to the favorite 
guest Median. The MTB that won the Ben R. Hager Cup, 
‘Chocolate Fountain’, has flown under my radar (I’ll need 
to rectify this by visiting Aitken’s Salmon Creek Garden) 
and was in full bloom. ‘Chocolate Fountain’ (Kenneth 
Fisher 2015) with warm chocolate brown standards, deep 
purple falls veined darker, and very dark blue undertone, 
had me captivated. One other MTB that showed well 
for the Convention and at the Collins’ garden was ‘Plum 
Happiness’ (Lynda Miller 2014) with bright gold standards, 
falls plum with a sharp gold edge and it was my personal 
favorite of the Medians.

Of the Tall Bearded the first that stopped the camera 
was ‘Stole the Show’ (Thomas Johnson 2013).  The ruffled, 
sunny yellow standards sat atop very dark mahogany/
black cherry falls. The big bushy bright yellow beards 
were surrounded by a punctuating white starburst blaze 
blending to gold that set off and accented the falls. 
‘Jennifer Stout’ (Ronald Mullin 2010, TB), a clear violet 
self, held a quiet and dignified spot in the garden. First 
maiden blooms of the late-blooming variety ‘Gambling 
Man’ (Keith Keppel 2014, TB) were open with sunny 
gold standards and falls rich in lobelia violet sporting 
mustard rims. The several stems with many buds would 
be in bloom for weeks to come. My personal favorite Tall 
Bearded that was showing well in the Collins’ garden and 

also in many gardens of the convention was ‘Bluebird of 
Happiness’ (Paul Black 2012). This iris of sky blue is set 
ablaze with the brilliance of the brick red full beards. 
‘Bluebird of Happiness’ went on in the voting to be the 
first runner-up for the Franklin Cook Memorial Cup for 
favorite out-of-region guest. 

The convention was attended by many first timers 
as I sat with some on the bus, in the hotel restaurants, 
and in the numerous programs. I would like to say to 
them “welcome,” and we hope to see you at many more 
conventions and at some of the sectionals. To the many 
behind the scenes of this convention including the guest 
gardens, I say “Thank you; well done.”

yellow veining and gold beards. 
Lacy yellow styles with maroon 
streaks added to its allure.

‘Ancient Airs’ (Schreiners 
2015, TB) had well-branched 
stalks displaying eight buds each. 
The flowers are an attractive 
combination of dusky peach 
standards over velvet maroon-
brown falls and bright yellow-
gold beards. ‘Backdraft’ (Hugh 
Stout 2010, TB) showed sturdy 
growth displaying flowers of good 
substance.

MTBs were blooming well. A 
standout was ‘Plum Happiness’ 
(Lynda Miller 2014), a bright 
confection with yellow-gold 

standards and plum purple falls 
with bright gold beards. Her ‘Moose 
Tracks’ (2015) was a favorite with 
convention-goers, featuring purple-
brown over yellow standards, fully 
veined white on purple falls, and 
gold beards.

The attractive backyard, 
designed by Brad Collins, featured 
some of his seedlings in the 
flower beds. All of his seedlings 
displayed attractive ruffled form 
and rich colors. My favorite was an 
unnumbered cross of 'Smoke And 
Thunder' x 'Class Ring'. Its smoky 
purple flowers were well-ruffled 
with tight form and good ruffling on 
stalks with nice branching.

Moose Tracks’  
(Lynda Miller 2015, MTB)

 ‘Stole the Show’  
(Thomas Johnson 2013, TB)

‘Ancient Airs’ (Schreiners 2015, TB)

CONVENTION
COVERAGE
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BY DEBBIE HUGHES, KANSAS

Greater Des Moines       
Botanical Garden

The Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden was our 
second stop of the first day, May 25, and where we would 
be served an elegant and tasty buffet lunch. By the time 
our bus unloaded, the guest beds by the river were 
already engulfed by paparazzi, so we headed to take in 
the views within the main grounds. 

Taking my time strolling past the water garden, 
spying various water iris along the way, I stopped dead 
in my tracks once I made it to the 220-foot Ruan Allée, a 
generous donation of Janis and John Ruan. Each side of 
the allée was planted with ten evenly spaced maple trees 
and under-planted with a multi-colored palette of TB, 
MTB and beardless iris varieties, which were repeated in 
each section as mirror images of the other. Many of the 
varieties looked familiar, but border plantings and garden 
etiquette prevented us from taking a close enough look 
to confirm possible identities.

Ed.: Botanical Garden director Kelly Norris confirmed 
that each section was planted with MTB ‘Bumblebee 
Deelite’, Spuria species I. musulmanica, and TBs 
‘Wintry Sky’, ‘Hunter Pink’, ’County Cork’, ’Stairway 
To Heaven’, and ‘Titan's Glory’.

As we left the allée, our gaze turned to the open 
Celebration Event Lawn and the Hillside Water Feature 
showcasing a sheet of water cascading at least twelve 
feet into a pool after traveling down a wide series of 
steps from under a stone-faced bridge at the headwaters. 
Staircases on either side of the pool allowed another 
vantage point to survey the gardens and the city skyline.

A delightful perennial and shrub border featuring 
many distinctive and recognizable iris varieties 
surrounded the lawn. The burgundy-leafed penstemon 
‘Dark Towers’ was used repeatedly in the border and 
looked great next to a mass planting of ‘Florentine Silk’ 
(Keppel 2005, TB) and the pink self ‘Wooing’ (Mitch 
Jameson 1992, BB).

The spectacular lime-yellow clumps of ‘County 
Cork’ (Schreiners 2007, AM 2011) complemented the 
dark-leaved weigelas covered in wine red blooms as 
well as strategically placed pink salvia. The promise of 
more color to come was evident by the strong stalks of a 
variety of lilies. It was inspiring to see the plants growing 
together in harmony.

The majority of the bearded guest plants were sited 
in a bed running the length of a short retaining wall at the 
base of the slope next to the Des Moines River, placing 
the TBs right at eye level for most visitors. Originally 
planned as a perennial display garden, the sidewalk 
created a loop around two center beds, one of which was 
primarily for the beardless guest plants. Apparently voles 
found most of the Siberian guests too tasty to leave them 
for us to admire and unfortunately the Louisiana guest 
plants may have succumbed to the Iowa weather. Of the 
survivors, Iris pseudacorus ‘Sushi’ (Jill Copeland 2013, 
SPEC) made an outstanding clump with creamy white 
blooms accented by a red-violet signal and was a nice 
contrast to ‘Do The Math’ (Jill Copeland 2008, SPEC-X). 
We enjoyed growing this for the 2009 convention and 
have always seen it performing well in other gardens over 
the years. Another vigorous clump showing promise was 
‘Jack’s Fork River’ (Niswonger 2014, SPU), unfortunately 
we were too early to see it bloom. Other survivors 
were Siberians ‘Lemon Mousse’ (Hollingworth 2012) and 
‘Neptune’s Gold’ (Hollingworth 2014).

'County Cork' (Schreiners 2007, TB)
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An interesting TB, ‘Bess Streeter Aldrich’ (2015), 
was named for the popular local author of Elmwood, 
NE, by in-region hybridizer Dean Douglas, also of 
Elmwood. It was one of the first plants to evaluate. 
The plant appeared to have borne the brunt of some 
severe weather, but still managed to bloom some lovely 
confections with heavily laced yellow standards and falls 
white with a matching yellow border and lacing. It was 
selected as first runner-up for the President’s Cup for 
best in-region iris. The website documenting Aldrich’s 
foundation has piqued my interest in her stories as well 
as my looking forward to seeing her floral namesake 
again.

Le Roy Meininger of Gering, NE, had eight TB 
seedlings on display in this garden and all were 
performing well. My favorite of the group was LJ-14-22. 
It has a romantic-looking flower with pale pink standards 
and soft violet falls edged in the same color as the 
standards. The veining at the hafts over the light ground 
helped accentuate the burnt orange tipped beards. 
Meininger seedling LM-14-03 probably garnered the 
votes here for its winning of first runner-up for the Lloyd 
Zurbrigg-Clarence Mahan Seedling Cup. It sparkled in 
orange.

‘Ninja Warrior’ (Lynda Miller 2016, TB) was 
performing well in this garden with smoky pink standards 
over velvety black, ruffled falls positioned on strong 
stalks befitting its name. It was second runner-up for the 
Franklin Cook Cup for best out-of-region iris. ‘Blushing 
Grapes’ (Lynda Miller 2016, TB) is a lovely red-violet 
plicata over a coral pink ground. It also looked great in 
the Collins garden. ‘Football Hero’ (Lynda Miller 2015, 
TB) didn’t disappoint either. My eye kept coming back 
to ‘Miverson’ (David Miller 2016, TB) as the heart of 
the flower glowed as if lit from within due to the yellow 
throat, while the sheen of the velvety, red-violet falls 
glistened in the sunlight with a light edging accenting 
the ruffles on both the standards and the falls. Down the 
row, a delicate clump of ‘Icing’ (Stephanie Markham 2011, 
MTB) was still blooming with crisp, white standards over 
falls covered in violet lines and dots accented with light 
yellow beards.

All in all we had a wonderful experience at the 
Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden, and look forward 
to making a repeat trek to see more of the garden. Thank 
you to Kelly Norris and his staff for their hospitality and 
dedication to making GDMBG a premier destination for 
plant lovers.

'Florentine Silk' (Keith Keppel 2005, TB) Des Moines Botanical Allée Iris Planting

CONVENTION
COVERAGE
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Guest irises at the Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden 
were planted in a special area in front and beside the Des 
Moines River. As a result, irises were subjected to a wind tunnel 
from the river during the winter with no snow cover. Those 
that survived should be considered to be true survivors and 
especially hardy plants. Unfortunately, voles destroyed most 
Siberians, and many seedlings and all Louisiana Iris in this area 
of the garden perished. The entry sculpture, reminding one 
of prehistoric dinosaur bones, also was a survivor—from a car 
hitting it just a month prior to the convention.

Regardless of the weather and vole problems, some of 
my favorite irises were represented well amongst the guest 
beds. These included ‘Bess Streeter Aldrich’ (Dean Douglas 
2015, TB), a superb light yellow, fluffy iris submitted by a 

BY CHERI ELLENBERGER, MAINE

Greater Des Moines       
Botanical Garden

Visitors in Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden by the Des Moines River  

Signage—Louisiana Iris Graveyard
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‘Out Of Trouble’ (Jack Worel 2015, TB) 
Displaying odd closure of blooms.

‘Bess Streeter Aldrich'  
(Dean Douglas 2015, TB)  

 First RU President’s Cup; Best In-Region Iris

CONVENTION
COVERAGE

regional Nebraska irisarian. It was first runner-up for the 
President’s Cup for best in-region iris. Also doing well 
were two TBs by Lynda Miller: ‘Blushing Grapes’ (2016) 
and ‘Football Hero’ (2015); ‘Chocolate Cascade’ (Dave 
Miller 2015, TB); ‘Flash Mob’ (Keith Keppel 2016, TB); and, 
‘Free Will’ (Larry Lauer 2015, TB).

‘Ninja Warrior’ (Lynda Miller 2016, TB) was in good 
bloom and garnered votes here for its second runner-
up placement in the Franklin Cook Cup competition 
for best out-of-region iris. An unusual stalk of ‘Out Of 
Trouble’ (Jack Worel 2015, TB) displayed the standards 
of each flower still open or puffed out, while the falls 
had already closed. A Jill Copeland Species, ‘Sushi’, 
(2013) was performing well, denoting its I. psuedacorus 
breeding. Other named varieties blooming here included: 

‘Jazzberry’ (John Painter 2013, TB); ‘Miverson’ (Dave 
Miller 2016, TB); and 'Waves Of Joy’ (Rick Tasco 2015, TB).

Le Roy Meininger’s TB seedlings were doing 
exceptionally well here, far from their Nebraska home. 
Among those noted was his LM-14-03 in bright orange 
which was first runner-up for the Lloyd Zurbrigg-Clarence 
Mahan Seedling Cup. Moving along to the main botanical 
garden we found the most impressive allée which 
included maple trees surrounded by a repetitive pattern 
of iris. The inner court displayed clumps of ‘County Cork’ 
(Schreiners 2007, TB), Wooing’ (Mitch Jameson 1992, 
BB) and ‘Florentine Silk’ (Keith Keppel 2005, TB) while in 
front the historic ‘Blue Rhythm’ (Agnes Whiting 1945, TB) 
was finishing up. The sun was shining brightly as we left 
this beautiful garden.

'Miverson’ (Dave Miller 2016, TB)‘Chocolate Cascade’  
(Dave Miller R. 2015, TB)

Garden Sculpture
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On a lovely summer morning Friday, May 26, 2017 our 
buses arrived in a suburban area of Ames, Iowa to visit 
the Jurik garden which was the master planting of guest 
irises for the convention. Kris and Tom Jurik’s garden is 
incredible. It is a wonderful showcase of peonies, hosta, 
bearded and non-bearded irises, lilies, daylilies and 
numerous companion plants without weeds. There is a 
nice collection of Dykes Medal winners. The garden sits 
on a hillside and encompasses about eight acres. At the 
bottom of the property the Skunk River quietly runs by. 

After leaving the buses, we followed a nice wide 
woodland path leading to the upper garden area of guest 
irises. MTBs were growing in abundance, a little past peak, 
but most visitors spread out around them, cameras in 
hand. (picture 2) I headed for the TBs. Most TBs had bud 
counts in the three to five range, somewhat typical of the 
Midwest this year. There were some nice ones but not as 
many TBs were in bloom in this and other guest gardens 
as I expected. My own garden in Minnesota is about a 
two and a half hour drive north of this one, so when our 
TB bloom season reached a similar point as the Jurik 
garden I learned why. A lot of the mid and late blooming 
TB cultivars, about a third of all the irises, just didn’t bloom 
this year. They sent no bloom stalks up.

Of the Tall Bearded iris in bloom, several were eye-
catching. In this garden and some of the other guest 
gardens, Bruce Filardi’s introductions were growing well. 
In this one ‘Wagging Tongues’ (2013 TB) with its light 
blue standards and very dark contrasting blue falls stood 
out. ‘Sugar Dumpling’ (B.Filardi 2014, TB) featuring white 

standards and mixed pink and white falls gave a softer 
pastel effect. Keith Keppel’s ‘Fire Danger’ (2015 TB) was 
striking with its heavily ruffled standards and unusual form. 

Some new Joe Ghio introductions were prominent 
as well. ‘Emblematic’ (Ghio, 2013, TB) a salmon and white 
amoena with very wide falls, “Path to Heaven’ (Ghio 2016, 
TB) pink standards and falls with a nice purple band 
around them was just beautiful. ‘Magic Mirror’ (Ghio 2015, 
TB) an amoena with cocoa pink falls and ‘Down to the 
Wire’ (Ghio 2015, TB) impressed with color, ruffled gold 
standards, falls with white, yellow and a brown border 
flowing from the bright orange beards.

Tom Burseen’s ‘Inspire Me’, (2015 TB), a nice bright 
yellow, heavily laced, jumped out. Paul Black’s ‘Escape 
From Boredom’ (2014 TB) with its cream colored standards 
and falls also veined purple was very attractive. Terry 
Aitken’s Border Bearded ‘Buoyant Spirit’ (2014) was 
growing nicely with the others.

Next I walked down the hill, on the winding mulch 
covered path, surrounded by hundreds of various Hostas 
under this tree-covered peaceful garden. You could even 
take a seat to pause and reflect on the surrounding beauty. 
Awaiting me at the bottom of the stairs was the main 
garden, a patchwork of multiple beds placed horizontally 
across the hillside. 

In the lower gardens were the Siberian guests, Dykes 
Medal winners, more bearded guests and the amazing 
collection of 750 peonies mixed in with other perennials. 
Beautiful clumps of non-guest Siberians were in peak 
bloom throughout these gardens. What a treat! ‘Tree of 

BY TIM MOORE, MINNESOTA

Jurik's Garden on hillside MTB beds

Kris & Tom Jurik’s Garden   AMES, IOWA  



AIS BulletinSummer 2017 27

BY TIM MOORE, MINNESOTA

Kris & Tom Jurik’s Garden   AMES, IOWA  

Songs’ (Schafer/Sachs 2006, SIB, and 2014 Morgan-Wood 
Medal) was just stunning.

The Siberian guest bed held several newer 
introductions from Marty Schafer and Jan Sachs. ‘Bluebird 
Kisses’ (2014 SIB) blue with darker blue veining on the falls, 
‘Butterscotch Fizz” (2013 SIB) with butterscotch standards 
and darker falls, ‘Cherry Fling’ (2013 SIB) bluish standards 
and pink falls with yellow veining on the hafts, ‘Paprikash’ 
(Schafer/Sachs 2012, SIB) dappled pink standards and 
apricot falls with red speckles and yellow signal, unusual 
and pretty. ‘Honeycomb Rock’ (Schafer /Sachs 2015, SIB) 
stood out also with its light orange standards and orange 
and yellow falls with dark orange veins. ‘Solar Energy’ 
(Schafer/Sachs 2014, SIB) with white standards and bright 
yellow falls rimmed in white was a show stopper for me. 

Bob Hollingworth’s seedling ‘05R9B4’ was like a 
Siberian “flattie” with six wide light orchid petals with a 
yellow signal. Very nice. Other Hollingworth Siberians were 
‘Encore Performance’ (2010), red-violet with shades of 
blue-purple, and ‘Hail To The Chief’ (2012). 

There was one interspecies cross from Jill Copeland 
named ‘Simply Cute’ (Copeland 2015, biversata) that was 
“simply fascinating” to me. This cross was (Iris versicolor 
x Iris ensata) X Iris versicolor, a double I. versicolor cross. 
Who even knew you could do that?!

More TB guest beds were on display in the lower 
garden area but quite a few iris had not bloomed yet. 
Among those that I especially liked was ‘Blushing Grapes’ 
(L. Miller 2016, TB). 

‘Blushing Grapes’ (L. Miller 2016, TB), Jack Worel’s ‘Out 
Of Trouble’ (2015, TB) with its characteristic blue beard 
from a midwest hybridizer, ‘Ice Planet’ (R. Tasco 2013, TB) 
and ‘Glorious Sky’ (Schreiners 2014, TB) another beautiful 
Schreiner blue, all were blooming.

While in the lower section Dave Niswonger was 
sharing his voluminous iris experiences from his golf cart 
driven by his son. Always great to see Dave at the AIS 
convention. A super time was had by all. Thanks to the 
Jurik family for opening their beautiful garden to our 
Convention guests.

‘Fire Danger’  
(Keppel 2015, TB)

‘Down To The Wire’  
(Ghio 2015, TB)

‘Escape From Boredom’  
(Black 2014,TB)

‘Solar Energy’  
(Schafer/Sacks 2014, SIB)

Seedling 05R9B4  
(Hollingworth. SIB )

‘Hail To The Chief‘
(Hollingworth 2012, SIB) 

‘Simply Cute’  
(Jill Copeland 2017, biversata)

‘Blushing Grapes’  
(L. Miller 2016, TB)

CONVENTION
COVERAGE



Summer 2017AIS Bulletin28

Kris and Tom Jurik live on a little over eight acres 
of land overlooking the South Skunk River just north of 
Ames, Iowa. It was about an hour’s ride from the Marriott 
Downtown Des Moines, Iowa, to the Jurik Garden. If 
there was a master planting, it probably was at the 
Jurik Garden. The Iowa Arboretum was home for over 
400 guest bearded irises, the Collins Garden housed 
over 500 guest bearded irises, and the Jurik Garden 
accommodated over 600 guest irises, both bearded and 
beardless.

In addition to irises, there were about 750 peonies 
in bloom. This garden also contained between 900 and 
1,000 hostas. Later in 
the season numerous 
lilies, daylilies, and 
companions would 
become the focus of 
the main garden. As 
many conventioneers 
made their way 
from the bus to 
the garden, they 
immediately noticed 
the over 60-foot 
elevation gradient 
from the riverside 
beach to the top of 
the garden. When 
the bus captains 
blew their whistles, 
those at the bottom 
of the garden had a difficult climb.

To take a look at a few other statistics, the Jurik 
Garden kept track of almost 80 guest Siberians, Species, 
and Species-X plants. Of this 80, eleven were Siberian 
and Siberian seedlings. There were nine Louisiana 
plantings, and three spuria plants submitted by Dave 
Niswonger from Cape Girardeau, Missouri. Of the 
bearded guest plants - there were one miniature dwarf 
bearded, 13 standard dwarf bearded, 30 intermediate 
bearded, 30 border bearded, 44 miniature tall bearded, 
five arilbred irises, and 470 tall bearded irises. Of the 
470 tall bearded irises, 30 were submitted by in-region 
hybridizers and most of these were seedling plants.

The first iris I saw at the top of the hill was ‘Fire 
Danger’ (Keppel 2015, TB) with reddish brown standards 

atop yellow ground plicata falls. Keith Keppel is from 
Oregon where there is always a danger of fire and the 
name is quite appropriate. There was only one stalk 
with the terminal bloom standing proud. Next, was ‘Oil 
Painting’ (Joe Ghio 2013, TB) with standards of mid-
orange and yellow-orange falls with muted tan edges and 
a white flash around tangerine beards. 

These two iris were in good company with ‘Rocky 
Mountain News’ (Baumunk 2014, TB) near white with light 
violet rimmed iris blooms on this very ruffled iris with 
a near white beard. Lowell Baumunk lives near Denver, 
Colorado, so again the name is very fitting.  Speaking of 

names that match 
the iris, we should 
not bypass ‘I’m So 
Confused’ (Cheryl 
Deaton 2014, TB-
Novelty).  The 
standards are pale 
lavender aging to 
white with midribs 
slightly darker 
lavender. The falls 
are darker lavender, 
lighter toward the 
edge, iridescent 
pink haft markings, 
and ruffled. The 
beards are yellow 
in throat, lavender 
in middle, darker 

lavender end, deep lavender flounces or horns. 
The next iris was ‘Escape From Boredom’ (Black 

2014, TB). I don’t know the origination of the name, but 
it could be talking about the iris or the hybridizer. This 
tall bearded iris has light yellow to beige standards over 
cream center falls with red lavender veining, blended to 
wide light peach band to narrow cream margin and orange 
beards. ‘Inspire Me’ (Tom Burseen 2015, TB) became one 
of my favorites in this garden. It has very ruffled yellow 
standards over chrome yellow falls with a large white 
splashed center and tangerine orange beards.

There were many miniature tall bearded iris to 
see at this convention. One that caught my eye was 
‘Candy Basket’ (Chad Harris 2016). The standards are 
warm caramel with a slight violet cast; style arms honey 

BY NANCY PRICE, OREGON 

Visitors in the Jurik Garden 

Kris & Tom Jurik’s Garden   AMES, IOWA  
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mustard-tan; and falls off-white ground heavily veined 
black cherry-red with a faint golden rim; and bright lemon-
yellow beards. Also doing well were the following MTBs: 
‘Lilac Wings’ (Paul Black 2013) in lavender over violet 
pencil edged lavender with golden-orange beards - good 
clump; ‘Hoosier Belle’ (Chuck Bunnell 2012), light lavender 
over dark purple with white beards; ‘Fernie Bridge’ 
(Stephanie Markham 2009), very bright yellow over zippy 
red, precisely edged yellow with white lines by the orange 
beards; and ‘Mini Me’ (Stephanie Markham 2013), a petite 
gold over bright orchid pencil edged gold with tangerine 
beards. I also fell in love with an arilbred iris named 

‘Heart of Hearts’ (Black 2015, OGB-) which ended up 
winning the Franklin Cook Cup for the best out-of-region 
iris. The standards were light beige over lavender falls 
with a darker red-lavender spot. 

 ‘Alabaster Lace’ (Terry Aitken 2015, TB) was a 
laced white self with blue beards. ‘Chocolate Cascade’ 
(Dave Miller R. 2015) was a tall bearded iris with reddish 
standards over darker reddish black falls with light haft 
veining and orange beards. I need to find a spot in our 
garden back home for ‘Blushing Grapes’ (Lynda Miller 
2016). This tall bearded plicata really caught my eye. The 
ruffled standards and falls are lavender with a peachy-

cream plicata background. 
I did make it all the way 

down the path to the bottom of 
the hill, but not all the way to 
the water’s edge. After passing 
through the shade into the 
sunlight, I passed by the Siberian 
‘Tree of Songs’ (Schafer/
Sacks, 2006) which was light 
yellow, veined darker and yet 
a tiny darker yellow edge, over 
smooth yellow falls with deep 
yellow signals. What a welcome 
surprise. We had plenty of 
time to look at the guest plants 
and time to visit with other 
conventioneers. If anybody did 
not think they could make the 
climb back up the hill, there was 
a motorized cart available.

The day started rainy, 
but by the time we got to the 
garden, the sun was shining and 
it became a quite warm day as 
we next headed to the Iowa 
Aboretum. Thanks to Kris and 
Tom for opening up their garden 
for six buses of conventioneers 
at once. It was a beautiful 
garden and extremely well 
maintained. 

‘Rocky Mountain News’ (Baumunk 2014, TB) 
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‘Heart of Hearts’ (Paul Black 2015, AB, OGB-)  ‘Fernie Bridge’ (S. Markham 2009, MTB) 

‘Turtle’ (Nancy Price 2015, TB)
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The Iowa Arboretum is set in 
Iowa’s gently rolling countryside. With 
415 acres, the non-profit garden has 
a lot of space to work with and they 
have put it to good use. The irises 
were well placed through several beds 
in the main garden, including the area 
with their wedding arbor. Most plants 
were doing well here, much credit is 
due to the volunteers who care for the 
gardens.

One of the first irises that caught 
my eye was ‘Cappuccino Lace’ (Terry 
Aitken 2015, TB). With lovely form and 
pleasing hues - its well named, the 
lace gives a frothy finish. Paul Black’s 
‘Giorgio’, a 2013 TB introduction with 
its bright red beards was very striking. 
‘Simply Coral’ (Black 2014, TB) and 
‘Three Part Harmony’ (Black 2014, TB) 
were also notable. Lovely colors and 
abundant bloom make these small 
flowered talls very appealing. I have 

seen them in several climate types 
now and they appear to do well in 
varied conditions. Black’s 2012 TB, 
‘Bluebird of Happiness’ was notable 
in more than one garden. Its bright 
beards do please.

The MTBs did well at all the 

gardens at the convention and at the 
Arboretum, there was no exception. 
One MTB that was quite lovely in 
particular was ‘Adazzle’ (Terry Varner 
2013). ‘Gesundheit’ (Chuck Bunnell 
2012) a broken color MTB Novelty, 
made a rambunctious clump in this 

The Iowa Arboretum in the Des Moines 
River Valley was the last garden visited by 
the Gold buses, and it was a highlight for 
me. After off-loading the buses, we were 
immediately provided with a box lunch, 
which really facilitated the speed of serving 
so we could get into the gardens as soon as 
possible. 

A 415 acre arboretum which showcases 
hundreds of species of trees in the middle 
of the Iowa Prairie was an unusual thing 
to behold. There was a wonderful lovely 
pond with I. pseudacorus and Siberian iris 
around the edge. There was also an Alpine 
Garden, which must be the most ambitious 
of all gardens to provide in the midst of 
the Iowa prairie. It was a lovely mound 
covered by low growing conifers and 
“belly plants”, which are the kind that grow 
prostrate to avoid the Alpine wind and 
snow, and are so named because you have 

to lie on your belly to see or photograph 
them. One species that I recognized was a 
species of Manzanita (sp. Arctostaphylos) 
commonly called bearberry. A little red 
school house with a dog house, also added 
an educational element to the gardens. All 
in all, it was a very pleasant arboretum, and 
the iris beds were well integrated into it.

There were over 400 iris in many 
beds spread out over a large area, which 
helped to alleviate the crowding of 
convention goers and photographers. The 
only limitation was that the plant labels 
were only on one side of the plant, and on 
the inside of the round beds. It probably 
seemed very logical to the person who 
put out the labels, but with the crowd, 
it would have helped to have the labels 
either on both sides of the plants, or on the 
outside of the circle where it would be less 
crowded. 

'Velvet Valentine'  
(Rick Tasco 2016, TB)

'Why Cows Gossip'  
(Doug Kanarowski 2015, TB)

 Iowa Arboretum

Iowa Arbore tum          MADRID, IOWA  
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garden. A good way to add a little 
whimsy to your garden.  Speaking of 
whimsy, Kanarowski’s 2015 TB ‘Why 
Cow’s Gossip’ will make you smile.

‘Flash Mob’ (Keppel 2016, TB) a tall 
plicata was quite vivid. Its ruffles and 
rich colors drew a lot of attention from 
attendees. Also very notable for color 
was Larry Lauer’s seedling A12-4. A 
jewel toned bi-tone with unique falls, 
this seedling promises new additions 
in the iris color palette. It was second 
runner-up for the Lloyd Zurbrigg-
Clarence Mahan Seedling Cup.

I was particularly happy to see 
‘Wildcat Madness’ (John Van Hook 
2015, TB) looking good. Its wide form 
and clear pattern are very striking. I 
saw this in a garden in Oregon in 2016 
where it was impressive.

‘Ice Planet’ (Rick Tasco 2013, 
TB) was doing well, its nice contrast 
between standards and falls make 
for a very clean look. Lovely form is a 
plus. ‘Rachel Julia’ (Francelle Edwards 
2009, TB) was very vigorous and made 
an outstanding clump. It is a lovely bi-
tone with yellow standards and plum 

falls. The rim on the edge of the falls 
adds interest.

Howard Dash’s seedling ADG 11-
02-04 had an interesting pattern, nice 
form and an excellent stalk. It won 
the Zurbrigg-Mahan Seedling Cup so 
hopefully it will be introduced before 
long. Quite impressive. Another TB 
that made an excellent clump was 
‘Blue Mountain Cloud’ (Linda Mann 
2016). Hybridized in Tennessee, it is 
sure to be hardy. 

I was interested to see Mike 
Suttons’s lovely 2010 IB ‘Bahama Blues’ 
was still in bloom. Expanding the late 
bloom season for the IBs, will increase 
interest in the garden - and blue 
beards never hurt! The Arboretum 
had an extremely captivating 
scuplture. It has become a trademark 
for the garden as no visitor will soon 
forget its three pendulums in motion - 
simply intriguing!

The guest iris were in fine form, with 
many at peak bloom. A highlight for me 
was a beautiful clump of ‘Black Lipstick’ 
(Keppel 2016, TB). I don’t believe that there 
is any blacker iris, which matches the black 
lipstick that I carry in my purse. My black 
lipstick turns a burgundy shade, but Keppel’s 
maintains the dark black-purple color. As 
in the other gardens, there were lovely 
clumps of MTBs, including a large clump 
of ‘Gesundheit’, (Bunnell 2012, MTB), and 
‘Lilac Wings’ (Black 2013, MTB).  Both of 
these MTBs also showed well at the New 
Jersey convention in 2016, and are well 
branched, and very reliable bloomers which 
is my standard for a good garden iris. The 
Lloyd Zurbrigg-Clarence Mahan Seedling 
Cup winner ADG 11-02-04 (Howard Dash 
TB) was showing well, and received the 
votes to prove it. Among the tall bearded 
iris, I was also taken by a beautiful clump 

of ‘Rachel Julia’ (Francelle Edwards 2009, 
TB), as well as ‘Velvet Valentine’ (Rick Tasco 
2016, TB), ‘Simply Coral’ (Black 2015, TB), 
and ‘Belle Fille’ (Marky Smith 2015, TB). ‘Why 
Cows Gossip’ (Doug Kanarowski 2015, TB), 
which was mislabeled in another garden, 
was showing well here. No clump got more 
attention than ‘Heart Of Hearts’ (Black 2015, 
AB OGB-), which won the Franklin Cook 
Cup for the Best Out-of-Region Iris. It was 
especially notable for the height of the 
stalks, branching, and the lovely color which 
was bluish white over lavender with a dark 
brown-maroon spot. 

The Iowa Arboretum was a lovely way 
to finish our garden tours, and many thanks 
go out to the Iowa folks who helped with the 
planning, planting and care of the iris for our 
enjoyment.

CONVENTION
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'Lilac Wings'  
(Paul Black 2013, MTB)

'Black Lipstick'  
(Keith Keppel 2016, TB)

Left to right: ‘Cappuccino Lace’ (Terry Aitken 2015, TB); ‘Adazzle’ (Terry Varner 2013, MTB);   
‘Flash Mob’ (Keppel 2016, TB); ‘Bahama Blues’ (Mike Sutton 2010, IB)
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Where does one start with such a beautifully grown 
iris garden? We only had 45 minutes and for me it was the 
last garden of the convention. It just didn’t seem to be 
nearly enough time.

One of the first iris that I saw was ‘Heat Is On’ by 
Thomas Johnson (2013, TB). This iris was all done up with 
light orange standards and a sunburst of the same color 
radiating from the bright orange beards on the dark red-
wine falls. Good branching and bud count completed 
this bold iris.  Close by was another iris with excellent 
branching and bud count, ‘Vermeer’ (Lowell Baumunk 
2013, TB). The standards are a light soft pastel yellow 
complimented by falls of light pastel blue. A bold yellow 

gold beard pulls it all together into a nice ruffled flower. 
In this age of bold colors, it’s nice to see a soft pastel iris. 
A pair of Schreiner’s iris introductions were worth noting: 
‘For Veronica’ (2015, TB) is what could be called a wine 
iris. The falls are rich dark pinot noir grape purple with a 
lighter purple edge that carries up into the standards. A 
medial stripe of the lighter color runs up from the outer 
edge of the falls toward, but not quite reaching, the bluish-
purple beards. Lots of ruffles with good branching and bud 
count make for a fine iris. And ‘What It’s Worth’ (Schreiner 
2014, TB) has rich golden-yellow standards while the 
black cherry falls are banded with a slight 1/8" rose or light 
pink color. A nice, wide variegata for sure. One very tall 

BY DAVID MILLER, COLORADO

'What It's Worth'  (Schreiners 2014, TB) 'Barbara Jean Lauer' (Larry Lauer 2017, TB-RE) 

‘Sari's Dance’ (Ginny Spoon 2008, MTB)

Pam & Wayne Messer  Garden  HUXLEY, IOWA  
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Schreiner TB listed as seedling A 287-1 had a show stalk 
with three open blooms. We were later informed that it 
had been introduced in 2016 as ‘But Darling’. 

Larry Lauer’s 2017 TB-RE introduction, ‘Barbara Jean 
Lauer’, with crisp white standards, and falls of brown 
(hafts), purple, and various shades of pink was all blended 
into a wash of color. It does seem to be a bit narrow and 
tailored, but interesting none-the-less. ‘Rock Around The 
Clock’ (Baumunk 2015, TB) is a different very light luminata 
as opposed to so many of the darker bold patterns that 
are popular today. The standards are a very light pink 
while the falls have the same base color but with very 
light purple streaking. Nice and wide flowers with a good 

stalk and bud count. I have to give a shout out to a pair of 
MTB’s, ‘Sari’s Dance’ (Ginny Spoon 2008) and ‘Gesundheit’ 
(Chuck Bunnell 2012). Both were excellent clumps in this 
garden. ‘Sari’s Dance’, the well-deserved Williamson-White 
Medal recipient, has gold-yellow standards and pinkish 
lavender-violet falls banded with the gold yellow of the 
standards. ‘Gesundheit’ is a light yellow with the standards 
slightly darker than the falls. But the interesting thing 
about this iris is the irregular light purple specks covering 
the flower.  Achoo!

Kudos and a big thank you to Wayne and Pam for 
doing double duty as a guest garden and guest iris co-
chairmen. Both are big jobs.

'Gesundheit'  (Chuck Bunnell 2012, MTB-Novelty)  

'But Darling' (Schreiners 2016, TB) listed in garden as Sdlg A 287-1 

'Vermeer' (Lowell Baumunk 2013, TB) 
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The last of the five gardens we visited Friday, 
May 26, at the Des Moines AIS Convention, was the 
Messer Garden. It was certainly worth waiting for. The 
only problem was there was such a short amount of 
time allotted for this garden visit. I took my first and 
last garden photos just 31 minutes apart.

Our first view as we got off the buses was of a dry 
creek bed meandering across the front bright green 
grassy yard. The rocky creek bed had several clumps 
of Siberian irises planted in it. Then we started up 
the driveway, which had irises planted on one side. 
One of the first irises that caught my eye was ‘Barbara 
Jean Lauer’, (Larry Lauer 2017, TB-RE). Larry created 
this iris by crossing two of his own irises ('Oh Carol' 
x 'Carry On'). It has white standards over amethyst-
violet falls with lighter plum purple at the edges. It is 
registered as a rebloomer, but we were here  during 
the spring.

Farther up the driveway was ‘Rock Around The 
Clock’ (Lowell Baumunk 2015, TB). Lowell created this 
iris by crossing two of his own irises ('High Priestess' 
x 'Elizabethan Age'). No wonder I liked this iris as 
‘Elizabethan Age’ (2005 TB) has long been one of my 
favorites. I am a sucker for all luminatas. This one has 
light apricot-pink standards and styles with a typical 
luminata pattern on the falls. This iris is now on my 
want list.

Near the house at the end of the driveway was a 
large planting of ‘Wabash’ (E.B. Williamson 1936, TB). 
I did not see the plant marker but I did not need it as 
‘Wabash’ is so distinctive with its white standards over 
violet falls with a narrow lighter rim.

Next, near the corner of the porch, I recognized 
another iris without seeing the plant marker. It was 
my own ‘Power Lines’ (Probst 2013, TB-Novelty). 
Its standards are creamy-yellow over falls of blue-
lavender with a luminata wash. It had three consistent 
lavender horns protruding upward at 45 degrees from 
the yellow-orange beards.

Then I saw a bright cheery MTB named ‘Plum 
Happiness’ (Lynda Miller 2014). It had bright yellow 
standards and style arms. The falls are reddish-purple 
edged in gold, which it inherited from its pollen 
parent, my own ‘Pretty Reward’ (Probst 2002, MTB). 
Its pedigree includes its pod parent ‘Survivor’ (Lynda 
Miller 2007, MTB).

BY RILEY PROBST, CALIFORNIA

A rocky creek bed—and our bus

Looking toward the house

‘Wabash’  (E.B. Williamson 1936, TB)

Pam & Wayne Messer  Garden  HUXLEY, IOWA  
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Then comes ‘Linda Laing’ (Don Spoon 2011, TB). It 
is a bright rosy red self. Nearby was ‘Luminager’ (Hugh 
Stout 2016, TB-Novelty). This is another luminata. The 
standards were apricot-yellow. The falls had a heavy 
dark purple luminata pattern with light purple horns 
protruding at a 45 degree angle.

Next, I saw ‘Seasons In The Sun’ (Thomas Johnson 
2014, TB). It had yellow standards above brown falls with 
a yellow band and a bushy brownish-orange beard.

A few feet away was another familiar face, 
‘Opposites’ (Shirley Trio 2012, TB). This was my wife’s 
introduction through our garden. Standards and style 
arms are white with a narrow golden edge. Contrasting 
falls are dark blue-purple surrounding a white blaze.

Nearby was seedling 57-8 by Gary Slagle. It is a 
beautiful lightly ruffled pink self with tangerine beards. 
Based on all of the new irises Gary bought at the silent 
auction, we will be seeing a lot more seedlings from Gary.

Near the back of the garden I ran across ‘Vic Briody’ 
(Frank Foster 2016, TB). ‘Vic Briody’ is named after Frank 
Foster’s late longtime friend. It has violet-blue standards 
with white infused near the midrib. The falls were violet-
blue with a large white blaze.

For the novelty iris lovers, I saw one I had not seen 
before. It was ‘Apocalypse Girl’ (Don Murphy 2015, TB-
Novelty) by a new Illinois hybridizer. Standards were 
white and the falls were lavender, irregularly streaked 
and splotched deep red-purple with coral beards.

At the back of the property were a couple of 
Schreiner’s irises doing very nicely. The first was ‘Century 
Bound’ (Schreiners 2015, TB). It had white standards over 
blue-purple falls with a white blaze surrounding yellow 
beards.

The other Schreiner iris was ‘Passion For Fashion’ 
(2015 TB). It had pale peach standards with falls of rose-
purple, lightening to lavender on the edges set off with 
bright orange beards.

Even though there were more irises I would have 
liked to have seen and photographed, it was already time 
for me to blow the whistle. As a bus captain, it was my 
duty to get the convention attendees back on the bus 
for the return trip south to the hotel in downtown Des 
Moines. Since this was the last garden on the last day of 
garden tours it was time to instruct the attendees to vote 
their ballots on the way to the hotel where they were 
collected and counted.

‘Rock Around The Clock’ (Lowell Baumunk 2015, TB)

‘Linda Laing’ (Don Spoon 2011, TB)

‘Apocalypse Girl’ (Don Murphy R.2015, TB-Novelty)


