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Laissez les bons temps rouler
“Let the good times roll”
 …And they did!

The AIS Convention in New Orleans in 
concert with the Society for Louisiana Irises 
(SLI) was quite a treat. The Cajun French 
pronunciation is “lay-zay lay bohn tohn roo-lay.” 
Things are a bit different in Cajun country but if 
you are a TB purist and skipped this convention, 
well, you missed a time of good fellowship, great 
food and historic sights—not to mention beautiful 
irises.

The first iris I remember seeing was ‘Katrina 
Rising’ (Patrick O’Connor 2016, LA) shining in 
copper-orange in the sunlight. This was named 
following the Category Five Hurricane Katrina 
that devastated New Orleans in 2005. The 
weather for convention was great all week until 
Saturday the day of the SLI Iris Show when seven 
inches of rain fell in two hours. Earlier in the 
week as we crossed over one of the New Orleans 
canals our bus captain had commented that 
there were 20 pumping stations each on both the 
Mississippi River side and the Lake Pontchartrain 
side of the city. There was little to no water then, 
but it topped out during the Saturday onslaught. 
Fortunately the SLI Juried Show was moved 
indoors in anticipation of the rain. My tour party 
was in the French Quarter enjoying beignets 
and hot chocolate first at Café du Monde (1862), 
and later oysters Rockefeller at Antoine’s (1840). 
Super tasty and dry inside. Super wet and 
thundery outside. 

 STORY AND PHOTOS BY JIM MORRIS, MISSOURI

‘Katrina Rising’ (Pat O’Connor 2016, LA)
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THE NEW ORLEANS CITY PARK
The magnificent Live Oak trees survived Hurricane 

Katrina and continue to thrive here. The Louisiana 
Iris Rainbow Festival is held here each year with 
the Louisiana irises maintained by the Greater New 
Orleans Iris Society (GNOIS). They have done a terrific 
job in garden recovery. Unfortunately contractors 
working along the lagoon edge forced movement of 
many of the guest irises just prior to the convention, 

ruining their chances to bloom normally. Many labels 
were also lost so we were looking at some beautiful 
NOIDs. We were able to identify ‘Acadian Sky’ (Joe 
Musacchi 2017, LA) the eventual President’s Cup 
winner, and its first runner-up ‘When Pigs Fly’ (Pat 
O’Connor 2013, LA). I was very impressed by an older 
variety ‘Plum Good’ (Ira Nelson 1951, LA). The name 
tells you the color and this variety performed well in all 
gardens where planted.

Live oak trees and Spanish moss that survived Hurricaine Katrina This NOID is typical of the unnamed Louisiana 
irises in the New Orleans City Park disturbed 

by the lagoon workers.

‘Plum Good’ (Ira Nelson 1951, LA)‘When Pigs Fly’ (Patrick O’Connor 2013, LA)

CONVENTION
COVERAGE
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LOUISIANA POND
The star of the guest gardens for me was 

the “Louisiana Pond” in Madisonville, LA, north 
of the Big Easy across Lake Pontchartrain. 
Hosted by Gary and Leigh Anne Salathe in a 
subdivision, this former mud hole was turned into 
a Louisiana Iris paradise with an especially large 
planting of Pat O’Connor varieties. Many named 
irises were doing well here, but best to me was 
the large planting of the light blue species I. 
giganticaerulea behind Gary’s boat and pirogue 
(more below). This is considered the “Giant Blue 
Iris,” the state wild flower. It is the largest of five 
species once found in abundance in southeast 
Louisiana marshes. It has been decimated over 
the last one hundred years by saltwater intrusion 
through manmade canals and hurricane flood 
waters. With construction of higher hurricane 
protection levees, the closing of some waterways 
and the building of new fresh water Mississippi 
River diversions, new opportunities are being 
created for native plants to be reintroduced into 
some of the marshes where they once thrived. 
Irises here are being grown so that one half of 
these plants can be donated each year to local 
non-profits that are replanting the marshes.

Gary Salathe is one of those replanters. 
Known locally as “Mudboy” he uses the pictured 
pirogue to traverse the marshes during his 
planting sorties.

While viewing the irises and ducks at the 
Louisiana Pond, New York visitor M. J. Urist used 
her brand-new iPhone 10 to bring up the call 
of the black-bellied whistler duck. They cocked 
their heads and swam over to visit. Honestly.

LSU HAMMOND RESEARCH STATION 
Focused on landscape horticulture, this 

low-lying acreage was planted with donations 
from the GNOIS, and with two beds of guest 
irises including many seedlings and recent 
introductions. Among the irises looking good 
here were ‘Gentle Memories’ (Joe Musacchia 
2017, LA) with six stalks, ‘Acadian Debutante’ 
(Hooker Nichols 2008, LA), and ‘Aqua Velva’ 
(Kevin Vaughn 2015, LA). Judges’ Training was 
conducted in this garden.

LONGUE VUE
This was the former home of the chairman of Sears 

Roebuck and evokes charm, class and wealth. The 
gardens were designed by landscape designer Ellen 
Shipman with the “Wild Garden” of Louisiana irises 
planted by Louisiana iris icon Caroline Dormon in 
the 1950s. Here I saw garden namesake ‘Longue Vue’ 
(Dorman Haymon 2000, LA) a ruffled white, ‘Edmund 
Riggs’ (Richard Sloan 2003, LA) a pastel lilac-pink, and 
‘Flare Out’ (Marvin Granger 1992, LA)  
a cartwheel shaped blue-purple.

Signage for the Wild Garden of Caroline Dormon at Longue Vue 

‘Edmund Riggs’ (Richard Sloan 2003, LA)

‘Flare Out’ (Marvin Granger 1992, LA)
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‘Aqua Velva’ (Kevin Vaughn 2015, LA)‘Gentle Memories’ (Joe Musacchia 2017, LA)

A Louisiana Pond diagram

LA species I. giganticaerulea

Ducks in A Louisiana Pond

Pirogue 'Mudboy' signage of Gary Salathe
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BATON ROUGE BOTANIC GARDEN
This garden originated with the efforts of the late 

Joe Mertzweiller, a major hybridizer and guiding force 
in SLI. We visited at peak bloom. Stunning here where 
it earned the Marie Caillet Cup and the President’s 
Cup was ‘Acadian Sky’ (Joe Musacchia 2017, LA). Also 
garnering votes here as first runner-up for the Calliet 
Cup was the older ‘Professor Marta Marie’ (Joseph 
Mertzweiller 1992, LA). The Franklin Cook Cup winner 
for Best Out-Of-Region iris, ‘Watermelon Wizard’ 
(Hooker Nichols 2011, LA) was doing well as were 
Cindy Dufrene’s Best Seedling winner 4-22-14, ‘Melody 
Wilhoit’ (Hooker Nichols 2013, LA), ‘Little Woods’ (Pat 
O’Connor 2005, LA), and ‘Rooster’ (Ron Betzer 2014, 
LA) with its yellow standards and rusty falls. When I 
looked this up in the wiki I discovered that Betzer not 
Musacchia (on the garden label) was the hybridizer. 
This garden was tended by Claire Fontenot and she 
was a delightful hostess.

We needed much more time in this great garden but 
what a way to end our garden tours with hundreds of 
irises in full glorious bloom. The good times rolled!

d

‘Melody Wilhoit’ (Hooker Nichols 2013, LA) ‘Little Woods’ (Pat O’Connor 2005, LA)

‘Rooster’ (Ron Betzer 2014, LA)

‘Professor Marta Marie’ (Joseph Mertzweiller 1992, LA)‘Acadian Sky’ (Joe Musacchia 2017, LA)


