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'Message In A Bottle'

Welcome to the 76th regular issue, well, maybe not really a
regular issue this time, of the AIS News & Notes.  This one
includes a number of results and actions due to the coronavirus
pandemic.  
 

Convention Cancellation Follow-up
 
Thank you to the 229 people who
registered for the AIS 2020
Convention.  It would have been a
Grand event.  However, the coronavirus
had other plans for us this year.

If you paid your registration by
check, there is a refund check in the
mail to you now.  Let me know at
aisconv2020@gmail.com if you don't receive it by March 31,
2020.  

If you paid your registration by credit card, you should
have received an email that your card has been credited with the
amount originally charged with a note that "Convention
cancelled".  

If you paid by PayPal, a refund has been sent to your PayPal
account with a note that the AIS 2020 Convention cancelled.

If you sent a wire to the AIS bank for your
registration,  I will going to the bank by Friday of this week to
process a return wire.  

I have received an email from Tristen, the event coordinator at
the Marriott Newark Hotel.  All hotel rooms that were included
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'Devoted'

'Judges Special'

In these extraordinary times,
the AIS is taking extraordinary

steps to ensure that our
members stay safe and

continue to enjoy their iris
while the business of AIS goes
on.   That is why we cancelled
the 2020 convention. We are

continuing our
teleconferencing board

meetings. We extend the
invitation to any Region or

Section to use AIS'
teleconferencing platform

for their meetings.  Just
contact me to schedule a

meeting.
 

The continuing social
distancing requirements are
having an impact on other

areas of our organization.  In
addition to the postponement

or cancellation of Regional and
Sectional meetings, it's going

to be very hard to visit gardens
or attend judges training.   

 
We are doing our best to

continue with the goals and
objectives of AIS and hope you
understand the need to make
adjustments to programs such
as the Award Ballot and judges

training.  With that in mind,
the AIS Board of Directors has

decided on some
unprecedented actions. See

below for details.    
 

Please stay well and safe in
your gardens. 

Jody Nolin
AIS President

Phone: (614)507-0332 |
Email: jody.nolin@gmail.com 
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AIS Facebook
 

AIS Blog
 

Iris Encyclopedia
 

News & Notes Archive

AISDiscuss Archives
2005-Nov 2017

Read AISDiscuss

in our clock at the $139 per night room rate have been cancelled
by Marriott.  

The only thing you need to do is to cancel your plane
reservations if you were flying to the Convention.  

Stay well.  Let me know if you have any questions about the
convention at aisconv2020@gmail.com.

Jill Bonino
Registrar
March 24, 2020

Garden Awards Voting Cancelled
 
Awards balloting has been cancelled
for 2020.  It was thought that judges
would not have sufficient opportunities
to see irises on the ballot.  

Irises on the ballot this year will
continue next year and those that
become eligible for HM next year will
be added.

American Iris Society Judges
Training Information for 2020
 
Because of the government-imposed
restrictions on large gatherings due to
the coronavirus, The American Iris
Society Annual Convention, Median
Iris Convention, and the Louisiana Iris
Convention have been canceled as well
as many (if not all) of the spring
regional meetings. This means that
opportunities to take garden and class
room judges training will be very limited, if not impossible.

If your region has trainees that have completed their
requirements to move to Apprentice or Garden Judge status,
they will move automatically. If you have a Garden Judges that
have met their requirements to become Master Judges, they will
advance automatically.

If your region has Student, Apprentice, Garden, or Master
Judges that lack hours for 2020, the decision has been made to
extend their eligibility for one year.

I am in the process of evaluating online Judges Training classes
and will let you know as soon as they become available for your
clubs and regions.

Everyone is charting new ways of doing things. None of us have
been through such a horrific event which has impacted our
entire world. I appreciate your patience and will be happy to
answer any questions you or your judges may have.

Thank you,

Bonnie J Nichols, AIS Judges Training Chairman
(214) 676-9892
bjnhtn@aol.com
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'Show Stopper'

'Quick Change
Artist'
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EMembers Login

---------------------------          
Types of Irises       

Aril Society
International

Dwarf Iris Society

Median Iris Society

Tall Bearded Iris Society

Society for Japanese
Irises

Society for Louisiana
Irises

Society for Pacific Coast
Native Iris

Society for Siberian
Irises

Species Iris Group of
North America

Spuria Iris Society

Interests                            

Historic Iris
Preservation Society

Reblooming Iris Society

Novelty Iris Society

::

To Show-Or Not To Show?
 
Many of the iris shows this year are
being cancelled due to the coronavirus. 
Our 2020 Show Calendar by Date now
contains a status column to
accommodate what we know about
their status.  If you are planning to
attend any of these shows, please check
with the show chair to confirm it is still
being held.  

If you are cancelling your show, please let Wayne Messer
wrmesser@gmail.com and Lois Rose lowy222@aol.com know
so we can update the records.

Some of the clubs that are cancelling shows are providing virtual
shows for everyone to share their iris photos.  Here is one by
the Waco Iris Society on Facebook.  Another from the Johnson
County Iris & Daylily Society on Facebook.  Do you know of
other virtual shows?  Or other approaches that are being
considered or tried?

Where to Find Cancellations
 
Changes to the world of irises have
occurred extremely rapidly.  To help
keep you informed we have focused on
maintaining two sources with the latest
AIS information.

The AIS website News & Events page is
where many of the new changes first
show up.  

Many of these changes are
cancellations.  We are collecting these in a Cancellations page
on the Iris Encyclopedia.  Because it is part of the wiki, you
can add your cancellations there yourself!

News & Notes will continue to highlight many of these
changes as well.  You may see us in your mailbox more
frequently because of this.

April 22nd Board Teleconference -
Everyone Invited
 
This month's AIS Board
teleconference led to the news filling
this issue of News & Notes.  Hopefully
the next meeting will not require such
groundbreaking actions.  Details,
including the agenda, when available,
will be found here (that is the direct
link).  Be sure and check it and other
breaking news on the News & Events
page.  
 
The meeting will be Wednesday, April 22nd beginning at
5 p.m. Pacific, 6 p.m. Mountain, 7 p.m. Central, 8
p.m.Eastern.  As always, the meeting is open to all members. 
You can connect via Zoom videoconferencing or call in as shown
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'Zoom'

'Nominate'

'Hugs'

in the announcement.  Everyone is invited to attend and
participate. 

Zoom for Your Meetings
 
I know most of  you are struggling with
possible cancellation of your Regional
meetings.  Many Regions have bylaws
that require board action at a spring
meeting.

I would like to offer the use of the AIS
Zoom teleconferencing to you.  We can
set up the meeting with an invitation
that you can send out to your board members.  Meetings can be
recorded for later playback.  Up to 100 people can attend.

Just let me know if you would like to try this.
 
Jody Nolin
AIS President
Phone: (614)507-0332
Email: jody.nolin@gmail.com 

Director Nominations Reminder
 
I know many of you have considered
becoming an AIS director.  And all of
you know someone you think would be
a good director.  Now is the time to let
us know your interest or who you
think should be considered! 
Please let the Nominating Committee 
know by Sunday, April 19th.

We will be glad to answer your questions and to contact
potential directors.  You can email Wayne Messer,
Nominating Committee Chair, at
wrmesser@gmail.com or call 515-597-4240.

Thank you for considering this and thank you again for being an
AIS volunteer!

What Else?
 
One of the topics on last week's Board
agenda was: What else might AIS
do to help members, clubs,
Regions, and Sections during
these extraordinary times?  We
would really like to hear what you
think!  How might we assist you?

While we are considering a survey for this, I'm not even sure we
know the correct questions to ask.  And surveys take time to
compose and decipher.  So, let's try this:  Please send your
suggestions, comments, thoughts, and what you and
your groups are doing to Wayne Messer
wrmesser@gmail.com so News & Notes can help share them
with everyone.

Reminder:  Digital presentations for members and clubs are
available on a variety of topics.  And are a free membership
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benefit!  

One thing we all can do is reach out to others.  Check in with
our iris and other friends and share with them what is
happening.  We've all seen some of the creative ways that people
are doing this.  With or without the assistance of new
technology.

Stay safe and let us know what you are doing!

A Broken Jigsaw Puzzle
 
As the name implies, this is a broken
color iris: 'Broke Again' (Tyson, 2012)
Honorable Mention 2014, Award of
Merit 2017.

Here it is as a standard difficulty puzzle
and the harder difficulty puzzle (twice the pieces).

A question for all the jigsaw puzzle aficionados: How frequently
would you like to see new iris jigsaw puzzles?  Monthly, weekly,
daily, other?  Comments please to wrmesser@gmail.com .

Become an Emember
 
If you are already a member, you might
consider adding an American Iris
Society Emembership.  This is a way for
you to show additional support for AIS. 
For just $15 a year, in addition to your
regular membership charge, you have
online access to Irises, including all the
back issues of it and the AIS Bulletin,
the Registration & Introductions
database, and you help to support our
online initiatives!  Find out more here.  And you will qualify for
the AIS Voucher Program described in earlier issues.

The Emembers Login link can now be found in the Quick Links
in the left column.  You will need your username and password
which comes from the AIS Membership Secretary
(aismemsec@irises.org).
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